Order of Service — 04/10/26,
Season of Creation 5

GATHERING

Here, we cross a threshold — we move into a sacred space, and a sacred time, a space and
time ‘set apart’ for the purpose of communal prayer.

During the service the congregation is invited to stand and sit for different parts of the service,
however you are welcome to stay seated if you wish.

A sensory friendly space is available for those who need it.

The worship area is wheelchair accessible.

There is a children’s corner with books and activities.

Opening verse — Matthew 21:42

"The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes'?

Greeting Cath

The leader greets the people in God’s name and calls us into a worshipful space and state. The
bible is carried in and Christ Candle lit — we usually stand (if we are able and comfortable to do
So) while this happens.

Good morning please come and find a place among or around the pews wherever you are most
comfortable and be comfortable also wherever you are joining us online. As we move through
the Season of Creation we are bringing a symbol of the Earth forward as we prepare to worship.

Song — Song of Praise, Ross Langmead Cath
We usually stand during the songs.

Let’s stand to welcome the Word and the Light singing Ross Langmead’s Song of Praise, a
doxology written for the opening of Synod 30 years ago. We will sing this song each week for
the Season of Creation

Creator of this great land, we adore you.

Renewer of your people, hear our praise.
Transformer of all life, you often take us by surprise.
Continue to be present in life-giving ways.

Descant: Creator we adore you.
Renewer, hear our praise.
Transformer you surprise us,

Be present in life-giving ways.

Creator of this great land, we adore you.

Renewer of your people, hear our praise.
Transformer of all life you often take us by surprise.
Continue to be present in life-giving ways, Great God.

SONG: Song of Praise, Written for the Commission for Mission by Ross Langmead
for Synod worship, September 1996. Used with permission



Call to worship Cath
Come, feel your feet on the floor, as we worship the God of all Creation.

Come, feel your heart beating, as we worship the One who renews all things.

Come, feel Spirit’s living presence, as we worship God together.

Acknowledgement of Country Richard
We acknowledge the people of the land on which we worship

As part of acknowledging country and listening to Country | would like to share a short
reflection.

Show overhead

As we gather today,

we acknowledge and respect

the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,

the traditional custodians of this land

since time immemorial.

We are learning that the land is not ours to own,
but to look after; and that if we listen,

we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.

Over the past few weeks, | have been listening and observing and what took my attention was a
pair of Tawny Frogmouth birds. Most of you know that | am a keen birdwatcher and this hobby
does help with deep listening and observing.

These pictures show a Tawny Frogmouth making a nest on top of some electrical equipment
high up in a power pole.

There is a partner nearby
There is also a chick

What it says to me is that these birds care deeply about the next generation — they care for the
Whole species. They give of themselves through sunshine and rain, through good times and
struggle, to enable new life to come.

There is also receiving — the bird sitting on the nest receives nourishment from its partner.

Looking at this event reminded me that receiving and giving are part of our lives too. They are
part of the blueprint for life underlying our evolving Earth — a blueprint which is conveyed to us
humans through the many religions and cultures on our planet, including our own Christian faith.

Responding to this call, we commit ourselves
to work for justice, reconciliation,
and care of the earth.

Welcome and Introduction Cath
People are welcomed, those present and those online. Those contributing are acknowledged
and / or introduced and an invitation is issued to morning tea after the service.

The themes of the service are laid out.

Good morning and welcome to worship this morning, both to those who gather with us online
and those of you here with us in person. My name is Cath James and I'll be leading worship
with Sesi Taunga this morning. Sesi is a candidate for ministry in the Uniting Church and in her
final exit year. It's great to have her and her family with us this morning.

Today is the final week of the Season of Creation. We have been focusing on what it is to love
our neighbour in all sorts of ways including the more than human world. Today we will focus in
on our neighbours in the Pacific. This is timely because we are in the lead up to the international
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meeting on climate change ‘the Pre-COP’ happening in Fiji this coming week. We will also mark
St Francis Day and celebrate communion together.

Our artwork from Myrashel’s exhibition this week is inspired by the letter “Tav’. It is the twenty
second and last letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Tav is the symbol of truth, perfection, and
completion. Creation is complete and all we can do is marvel and be amazed. This piece is
called ‘Wonder’.

So with that in mind let's come before God in prayer.

Prayers of Adoration and Confession Cath
We pray in adoration, praising and adoring God for being God; and in confession, bringing
before God the incompleteness and brokenness of the world and our lives. In response we hear
God'’s word of healing grace.

Creator God,

We come before you today in wonder and love

We praise you for your gift of life along with

the blossom as it breaks forth, then new leaves

with the blackbirds who sing and prepare their nest

with the sweet peas and broad beans who share their fruit

Christ our Saviour,
We come before you today in wonder and love

Because you love us and pour out your grace

you enable us to share that love with our neighbour
Friend, stranger, enemy, the more than human world
All precious in your sight

Holy Spirit, Comforter
We come before you today in wonder and love

Throughout the ages you have breathed life
Into places of despair

Gathering us as a community of faith
Bringing healing, wisdom and transformation

We confess we sometimes put our faith in ourselves rather than you

We make idols of things that do not ultimately satisfy

We forget that you are our Creator

We do not take time to stop and rest and marvel

We are disconnected from the elders and ways of this land

We waste meat for fast food convenience, even though a life has been taken
We long for what we do not have

We take more than our fair share of the earth

We deceive ourselves that we are better than others

We compare our defecits instead of recognising our gifts

Help us to love you, our neighbour and ourselves with hearts of compassion
Help us see the abundance of what we have and in the world around us
Help us know both a healthy humility

and the power of being made in your image

so that we can build one another up in faith hope and love,

Amen



Word of Grace Cath

Friends, hear these words of grace,
God forgives us, Christ renews us and the Spirit enables us to grow in love.
Thanks be to God, Amen

HEARING AND RESPONDING

We hear the story of Jesus, Wisdom Incarnate (in the gospels); the story of God’s dealings with
Israel (in the Old/First Testament); and the story of God’s people through history (in Acts and
the New Testament letters). As we hear this story, we are reshaped and formed by an
alternative perspective on life — the perspective of the gospel, the good news. The story is told
through proclamation, which may include reading the Scriptures, reflection on Scripture,
symbolic action, art, music, multimedia resources and silence.

Hearing the story requires a response. We respond by making an offering (of ourselves, our
gifts, our money, and our prayers for others).

Hebrew Scriptures — Isaiah 5:1-7, p552 Aida

| will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on
a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a
watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it
yielded rotten grapes.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it to
yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes?

And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be
devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. | will make it a wasteland; it
shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his
cherished garden; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry!

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word
Thanks be to God

Early Word Cath, Sesi

Cath: Sesi | have to confess something. I've never been to Tonga.
Sesi: You've never been to Tonga?

Cath: No.

Sesi: Oh... then there are a few things you're going to have to learn!
Cath: Such as?

Sesi: Well, for starters... you need to know about coconuts.

Slide of coconuts in the tree

Cath: Coconuts?

Sesi: Yes. In Tonga, a coconut is not just a coconut.
Cath: What is it then?

Sesi: That's what I'm going to tell you!

Cath: | know you can drink them.

Slide of coconut with a straw

Sesi: Yes, we drink them. But in Tonga, a coconut has more jobs than some people!



Cath: More jobs?
Sesi: Oh yes!

We cook it
Slide of Two people

We use the leaves for houses
Slide: Tree of leaves
Slide of thatched house

... almost everything has a purpose.

Cath: So the coconut is pretty important?

Sesi: Very important. It's part of everyday life.

Cath: So why are you bringing coconuts into church?

Sesi: Because when | think about the Pacific, | don't just think about the ocean and the palm
trees.

| think about home, family, community, land and the things that sustain us.

Cath: And that's connected with our focus this week—the Pacific and climate change?

Sesi: Exactly.

Because when the climate changes, it affects the things people depend on—the land, the sea,
food, homes and livelihoods.

Cath: So there is more to the coconut than | thought.

Sesi: Much more!

Cath: I'm beginning to think | need to visit Tonga.

Sesi: Definitely! You can bring the whole congregation with you.

Cath: The whole congregation?

Sesi: Of course! There's always room for one more in Tonga!

Cath: And when | get there, will you teach me more about coconuts?

Sesi: Of course.

Cath: Good. I'll start practising.

Sesi: Practising what?

Cath: Drinking coconuts!

Sesi: That's easy. The difficult part is learning what the coconut means.

Cath: Ah... so that's what we're going to hear about today?

Sesi: Yes. And perhaps, as you listen, you might think about something from your own story—a
tree, a river, a mountain, the ocean, or somewhere that feels like home.

Because we all have places that remind us of God's goodness.

Malo ‘aupito.

Song — Make me a channel of your peace, TiS 607 Cath
The reading from Isaiah this morning recalls broken relationships between God and God'’s
people, but we also live with the promise of hope of restoration.

St Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) was an Italian mystic, friar, and the founder of the Franciscan
Order who gave up a life of wealth to live in radical poverty and serve the poor. So to both
honour St. Francis Day and to recall our role as disciples, we’re going to sing this prayer of St
Francis adapted by Sebastian Temple, make me a channel of your peace.

1. Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred let me bring your love;
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord;
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.



O Master, grant that | may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,

to be loved, as to love with all my soul.

2. Make me a channel of your peace.

Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope;
where there is darkness, let me bring your light;
and where there’s sadness, ever joy. Refrain

3. Make me a channel of your peace.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

in giving of ourselves that we receive,
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

SONG: Channel of peace, by Johann Sebastian Templehoff, Oregon Catholic Press, from Together in Song,
Harper Collins Religious, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 21:33-46, p 803 Kirsty

"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around
it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away.
When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.

Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. Then he
sent his son to them, saying, "They will respect my son.'

But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us Kill
him and get his inheritance.' So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.

Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to
him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants
who will give him the produce at the harvest time."

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'?
"Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces its fruits. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls."

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word
Thanks be to God

Preaching of the Word Sesi
Sacred Pause

Offering with Song —Pasifika Cath
We usually remain seated for the singing of the offering song, standing together when the
offering is carried forward. Note — the welcomers will come forward to collect the bowls; ‘I give
by Direct Debit’ cards will be on the pews



This song written by a Samoan hymn writer is a call for all the islands to rise and sing and a
reminder that creation is always present with us in our worship.

Let all the islands rise and sing

And to our god their praises bring

On strings and drums His might proclaim
The glory of His name.

Pasifika, Pasifika

With throbbing reefs and coral shores
For fish and shell and might whales
For His gifts, our thanks we pour.

And when we see the stars at night
The many worlds which cross the sky
The sun and moon which give us light
We lift our hearts to God.

The children playing on the shore

The sounds of laughter which we hear
Their love increasing more and more
Remind us God is near.

The palms which bend towards the sky
The clouds which hurry to and fro

The birds which fly both low and high
Give joy to all below.

To God the Father, God the Son
And God the Spirit, praise be done
May Christ the lord upon us pour
The Spirit evermore.

Ueta Solomone,

Offering Prayer Cath
Let’s pray

Creator God

bless these gifts of money that we bring,

bless the offerings of our hearts, hands, mind and spirit

may these offerings enable the building up of your whole creation in love

Amen

Mission Spot TBC

Prayers of the People Helen
We offer prayers for the world, for Christ’s people in the world, and for those in need. After the
prayer the Christ Candle is taken to the chapel space where people are invited to light a taper
for their own prayers at the end of the service.

Creator God.

We give thanks and praise for the wonders of your garden of creation, that surround us. For the
food we eat, for the air we breathe, for the earth we walk upon. For the blue of the mountains
and waving green of grasslands for the oceans that surround us and the and rivers running
through. For the birds that sing and the insects that buzz, for our extraordinary animals. We are
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a part of your creation, and we pray that we learn to walk softly on the land that shelters and
sustains us. For we are the carers and keepers in your garden.

We pray for the suffering we see in our world. For people living with the destruction of war, and
ethnic cleansing, happening in so many countries. We pray for an end to the billions being spent
to fight pointless, face-saving wars, with endless promises to cease fire, which never happens.
We pray for all those who are working for peace. For doctors, teachers, politicians, peace
keepers, ambulance drivers, risking their lives amidst the devastation. We pray for strength, for
we are the peace makers in your garden.

We pray for the problems caused by Global Warming. For the floods caused by melting ice
through China, Nepal and India. For lost homes, livelihoods and lost loved ones. For the many
cities and Islands struggling with rising waters flooding homes and watching the land as it
disappears. We pray for those facing changing weather patterns causing raging fires, drought,
floods, We pray for the strength to speak out for we are protectors of your garden.

We pray for your church. For leaders of vision for our future throughout the world. In a time
when truth is hard to find in this time of fake news and the threat of the power of Al in our world,
we pray for the strength and courage to speak for the weak, the poor, the refugee, the aged,
and the different, for we are the keepers of love in your garden.

We pray for ourselves here in Brunswick. We pray for each one of us, here in the Church and
watching online, for we are your garden, and we pray that we create a place of love and
welcome for all who come searching for you. For we are your chosen, keepers of your word,
your love, your peace and your hope.

In the name of

The Creator, God of this great land,
Renewing Jesus,

And Transforming Spirit

Amen.

BEING FED

We are invited to Christ’s table to reunite ourselves with him and one another in the sharing of
bread and wine. We honour God for all that God is and give thanks for all that God has done in
the work of creation and salvation. We serve gluten free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice.
The congregation is reminded about the live-stream.

SONG - Invitation, Tune In

1. God has laid a feasting table

All her guests are gathered ‘round
From the highways and the byways
All the lost have now been found.
When we hear the invitation

Will we lay our burdens down?
When we hear the invitation

Will we lay our burdens down?

2. At this table all are welcome
No-one need be left behind

God is greater than our difference
Christ can see where we are blind.
When we hear the invitation

Will we love all humankind? (repeat)



3. God is crying out for justice

Christ is weeping in the street

When will be the time for laughter?

When will all have food to eat?

When we hear the invitation

Will we make God'’s will complete? (repeat)

SONG: Invitation, by Shawn Whelan, from Tune In, Brunswick Uniting Church Songbook,
Reproduced with permission

Holy Communion Cath
Servers: Cath, Sesi, Shawn, Tim, plus 2

To know Jesus in bread and wine is to know him
In the gifts of creation and as the giver of all gifts,
for the sake of the world

Our bread is gluten free and wine is non-alcoholic so all may partake.

Prayer Of Thanksgiving
We are the body of Christ: His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts: We lift our hearts to God.

Let us give thanks to God who is Wisdom and Love:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy and life-giving God,

we offer you thanks and praise
for you are Creator of all things,
and Lover of each one.

You formed the cosmos

and sparked the stars on fire.

You moulded Wurrundjeri country
and shaped the Merri creek .

You imagined frogs and tadpoles into being
and set the wattles bursting.

You made birds of all kinds

and delighted in watching them fly;
You called forth human beings

that we might tend your creation
Knowing our lives depend on it

When we failed to honour

your work and your being,

your Word of Wisdom

entered creation as Jesus

to share with us the joy and pain
of our humanity.

Through Christ,

life rises from despair.

In Christ, all things are made new.
Because of Christ,

your Spirit remains with us.



Therefore,
with the whole creation:
we sing in thanks and praise:

Holy, holy, holy (TIS764)

Holy (Holy), holy, (holy)
holy Lord of power and might.
Heaven (Heaven), earth (earth)
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
All glory to your name.

(All glory to your name.)
All glory to your name.

(All glory to your name.)

Blessed (Blessed), blessed (blessed)
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Blessed (Blessed), blessed (blessed)
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(Hosanna in the highest.)
Hosanna in the highest.

(Hosanna in the highest.)

As we gather at this table

We remember Jesus

who on the night of his betrayal took bread,
gave thanks, broke it and said:

This is my body given for you.
Whenever you eat it, remember me.

In the same way he also took the cup.

Again he gave thanks,

shared it with his disciples and said:

This is the cup of a new covenant in my blood.
whenever you drink it, remember me.

Send your Holy Spirit, O God,
that these gifts in creation
may also be for us

the gift of re-creation in Christ.

Shape us into one body;

press us into one wine;

bake us into one bread —

the Bread of Life

and Cup of Liberation —

for the feeding of all your children
and the nurture of creation.
Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking Of The Bread

The bread we break

Is a sharing in the body of Christ.
(break bread)

The cup we take
Is a sharing in the blood of Christ.
(hold cup)

These are the gifts of God for the people of God
(hold both)

Let us receive what we are.
Let us become what we receive:
The body of Christ.

Distribution
music musicians’ choice

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you

As you make your way back to your seats, let's take the opportunity to share a sign of peace
with each other:

BEING SENT

Having heard the word and shared the meal together, we are sent forth on God’s mission of
love. We are again on a threshold, encouraged to go into the world to continue the worship of
God in our daily living.

1. Notices Cath

We share the life and work of our community with each other as we prepare to be sent out.

We come to that time of surprises — sharing news with each other. Church Council met on Thursday, so
we’ll hear from an elder first. Committees and other groups will share next and then personal notices
can be offered. Tell us your name, please keep your notices brief, tells us where we can get more
details especially if whatever you are sharing is not already in or will be in the Olive Press, our weekly e-
newsletter. Line up here to my right and let’s get started.

Neurodiversity service — Matilda preaching

11



3.

The leader sends people out into the world to live out our faith.

Sending Song — All will finish well, Tune In

1. You in all our worries, you offer peace.
You of the ages,

In this world where injustice reigns

You are in the midst of pain,

You are the life.

We long for your justice, wait for the day
All will be mended,

In this world you’re the cry of rage

(the) silence of the unmarked grave,
You are the right.

You’'re the start, the voice inside the heart,
Calling us to take the risk of life.

You've been ther,e from lonely to despair
In our tears for loss and love

All will finish well

2. You break into history, blessing the poor.
You of the powerless,

In this world where the leaders lie

You’re the truth that will surprise,

You are the love.

We, downcast and dubious, throw out our nets,
Already doubting,

In this world we are lost, alone,

You’re the word that brings us home,

You are the north.

You’'re the start, the voice inside the heart,
Calling us to take the risk of life.

You've been ther,e from lonely to despair
In our tears for loss and love

All will finish well

You’re the start, the voice inside the heart,
Calling us to take the risk of life.

You've been ther,e from lonely to despair
In our tears for loss and love

All will finish well, one day.

SONG: All will finish well, by David Brown, from Tune In, Brunswick UC,
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENSE # 604502

Sending / Words of Mission

Go now into the world as agents of peace.
Reconciling with God, each other, ourselves
and the whole creation;

our common home

Cath
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4, Blessing

Sesi

The leader gives a blessing to the people for the next stage of the journey.

And may the blessing of the Holy Trinity of love:
God, creator of this great land

Jesus, renewer of all people

Spirit, transformer of all life

Be with you now and always

Amen

5. Thank yous

Thank you for joining us, and thank you to...

Liturgist & Early Word: Prayers of the People:
Rev Cath James Helen Burnham
Acknowledgement Musicians:
of Country: Elaine Potter
Richard Arnold Natalie Sims
Anthony Hinds
Bible readers: Maggie Somerville
Kirsty Bennett Mikul Denison
Aida Poorshahi Colin Hunter
Mick Pope
Early Word & Preacher:
Sesi Taunga Images:
Myrashel

6. Closing verse — Psalm 80:7

Postlude Song:

All will finish well
Musicians: Dave Brown,
Chris Lees

Editing / Production:
Ray Cameron
Saide Cameron
James Clough
Maxine Loynd

Dave Miller

Lauren Reader

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
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