
Rupture & Rebuild- Aboriginal History in Victoria & Merri-bek 

 

A joint event between First Nations Justice Merri-bek and First Nations Focus  
Mon 19th Oct 2026, 7:00 pm @ Brunswick Uniting Church   
https://events.humanitix.com/rupture-and-rebuild-aboriginal-history-in-victoria/tickets 

Sometime ago members of the First Nations Justice Merri-bek, of which I am a member, indicated they 
would like to know more about the Wurundjeri people who occupied and lived on the land we as 
Second Peoples occupy in Brunswick and surrounds. It came up at the BUC First Nations Focus as well, in 
the context of the Cultural Awareness Education. I mentioned the idea of such an event to both groups 
thus the above event has eventuated.   

 For some context, First Nations Justice Meri-bek is a group of people who were heavily in involved in 
the YES campaign and have now formed into, what is often called, a local reconciliation group. We have 
about 4- 6 people  as a coordination  group and over 100 on our mailing list. (If you would like to join 
that list, contact us via fnjmb@googlegroups.com). We send out an update of events coming up, 
campaigns, actions that we or others are running. We run stalls, a book group and have key links with 
Gellung Warl (First peoples Assembly) and Together for Treaty.  

For this lecture ,whilst it would be ideal to have a Wurundjeri Elder to present such knowledge, they are 
busy and overloaded. This is education that we can take responsibility for ourselves as Second Peoples, 
particularly given Richard’s expertise and collaborative work with First Peoples. This is a real adjunct to 
Joe Costello’s recent Wurundjeri cultural education sessions, where we learnt significant history and 
culture, the dispossession and decimation that occurred, yet with First People’s surviving with strength.  

Richard Broome AM is a leading Australian historian who spent thirty‑five years in university teaching 
and six years as a public historian. He has written or co‑written twenty books, including Aboriginal 
Australians: A History Since 1788 (2019) and the award‑winning Aboriginal Victorians: A History Since 
1800 (2005). His work has been shortlisted four times and received the NSW Premier’s Prize for History. 
Broome is currently a member of Ngura Ninti, a fifteen‑person team creating a four‑volume, Aboriginal 
community‑directed history of colonisation. https://scholars.latrobe.edu.au/rlbroome 
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I have known Dr Richard Broome for many years through my late father Gordon who was secretary of 
the Coburg Historical Association for 17 years. Richard has written many books,  including ‘Between Two  
Creeks’ – the history of Coburg, with First People’s chapters, covering Coburg between Moonee Ponds 
and Merri Creek and a book Aboriginal Victorians. With these and other books he seemed the logical 
person to ask.  

This lecture is a wide-ranging talk, which will include discussion of the traditional world of First Nations 
peoples in Victoria through land management techniques, the rupture of this world by legal, practical 
and moral claims made by colonisers, with impact of frontier and colonial policies. It examines 
Aboriginal agency and responses to colonisation, focussing on some case studies featuring Merri-bek 
stories. 

'Colonisation rolled over Merri-bek quickly and early and because it was so close to Melbourne where 
numbers quickly went against First Nations people it was less violent. There is a story to tell about Merri-
Bek including land appropriation, the assimilation of the Bungaleene boys, William Thomas’ efforts etc 
but it is perhaps better as part of a wider and longer Victorian story.' Richard Broome  

We will have time to ask questions and enjoy refreshments at the session. So please come along and 
you can book tickets at https://events.humanitix.com/rupture-and-rebuild-aboriginal-history-in-
victoria/tickets 

Jenne Perlstein First Nations Justice Merri-bek fnjmb@googlegroups.com and First Nations Focus 
Brunswick Uniting Church, 8-9-26 
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