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>Celebrating our Gardens
A conversation with Merri
Merri Bathe quietly and joyfully started taking an interest in the gardens out the back 
of the church building between the cottage and the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre 
earlier this year.  The inspiration for this was quite simply – there was space and 
garden beds.

Merri has a lot of passion for gardening.  She finds plants amazing and loves watching 
them grow, experiencing a strong connection to the wonder of nature through the 
process.  Merri also finds gardening personally therapeutic as this work allows her to 
move her body in ways that are manageable and getting outside is always good and it 
always lifts her energy.  

Another beautiful outcome of starting the garden is the blossoming of relationships.  People 
from the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre and the Olive Way (in the warmer months) simply 
stopped by and started talking and sharing their stories with Merri and Karee.  Recently Merri 
has been recruited by a man from the ASWC to join the Chess Club that he hosts at the 
Brunswick Library.  She has also picked up paid gardening work from a couple of households 
within the congregation and is open to further requests.

Merri says that gardening is a budget friendly activity and describes herself as a deeply 
opportunistic gardener, gathering seeds and plants from wherever they are available, 
particularly other community and roadside gardens, as well as receiving gifts from others.  
She gives herself permission to try things out in the garden and to not be upset if something 
doesn’t grow.  She shares this perspective with everyone who joins her in the garden.

Merri loves it when something unexpected happens like a plant growing when it wasn’t 
looking good and the recent blossoming of the professional pruned Almond tree (thank you 
Peter Fenaughty).  At the working bee Merri gave me a bag of green tomatoes to make into 
chutney.  I forgot about them and when I noticed them again outside on the BBQ many of 
them had ripened.  Over the next six weeks the tomatoes continued to ripen, and I was able 
to use all but a few – definitely Merri infused magic in that bag of tomatoes.  

Seedlings were available for a donation at the Sydney Road Street Party in March.  There was 
lots of interest from people passing by.  Seeds will be available for sale at the Trivia Night.  
Merri, Maggie and Peter had a delightful time make seed packets out of Woolworths paper 
shopping bags on cold and blustery day.  An example of how Gardening days can be tailored 
to the weather and people’s energy.

Through her involvement in the garden Merri has taken an interest in the Whole Site Gardens 
Master Plan which she says ‘is brilliant’. The plan was developed by Shawn Whelan, Amelia 
Ware, Helen Rowe and Saide Cameron through extended consultation with the congregation 
in 2024 and was and was adopted by the Church Council in 2025 for ongoing oversight.  
Descriptions of the gardens and suggested tasks were also developed.  Merri has now taken 
on the role of BUC Gardens Co-ordinator and is exploring ways of making care of our gardens 
sustainable as well as supporting gardeners responsible for specific garden areas.

The garden bed where it all began

Harvesting seeds

New growth

A fun way to grow seedlings
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Plans for the garden include:
•	 exploring options for the south-west 

corner of the property (possibly a 
flower meadow)

•	 developing a plan for the Merri St. 
Garden alongside plans for a new 
mural on the storage sheds

•	 growing flowers for worship
•	 creating a garden nook and activity 

area for children in the garden bed 
beside the apartments 

•	 supporting the Olive Way to develop a 
herb garden in front of the hall

If any of these plans excite and/or interest 
you send Merri an email,  
text or call 0447 007 089 
Meanwhile – thank you Merri for sharing 
your passion for gardening with us.

South-west front corner  
- maybe a flower meadow

In front of the hall - ready for the Olive Way herb garden

Indigenous Recognition Sculpture garden  
- time for replanting, cared for by Carolyn Wallace

This story finishes with some personal 
comments and encouragement from Merri 
- With my own health challenges I am used 
to adapting activities with my fluctuating 
abilities. Everyone is welcome and will be 
meaningfully included on their best and 
worst days. Even when you feel you have 
nothing to give, come and see what the 
garden can give to you. You might find a 
moment’s peace, a new friend, something to 
snack on or a cool bug.

The Rose Garden  
- cared for Helen & Mal Rowe

Merri St. Garden 
- needs lots of love and creativity

Join the Gardening Group with Merri on Thursdays, 2-5pm.
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