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> First Nations Focus

The How and Why of BUC’s support of First Nations Peoples
Our Foundation Documents
First Nations Focus at Brunswick Church believe we have foundation documents that inform our support of First Nations issues, 
particularly Voice, Treaty and Truth at a national level and, more specifically, support of the Victorian First Peoples’ Assembly journey 
to Treaty. 

We encourage everyone at BUC to be aware of these documents.  

So, take a bit of a journey ……..

I’ve set them out below together with links and a brief overview.    
These documents are all available on the First Nations Focus page on our website, together with other resources. 

complied and offered by  
Claire Foley, First Nations Focus 

1994
Covenanting Statement between Uniting Church in Australia Assembly  
and Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress 

The President, Uniting Church in Australia, Dr Jill Tabart said….. among other things…

‘….on the other hand, we who are non-Aboriginal members of our church grieve with you, our Aboriginal and Islander brothers 
and sisters. We grieve that the way in which our people often brought 
the Gospel to your people belittled and harmed much of your culture and 
confused the Gospel with western ways. As a result, you and we are the 
poorer and the image of God in us all is twisted and blurred, and we are not 
what God meant us to be….”

Chairperson, Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress,

Pastor Bill Hollingsworth said… among other things….. 

“Your ancestors came to us in different ways and we saw little of our caring 
God in them. They did not come to us as God’s will would dictate, but to 
dispossess us, take our children, rape our women, kill our men and boys 
and destroy our culture, reject our values and beliefs and ultimately claim our lands as their own.” 

Read more here: https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/covenant-Statement-formatted.pdf

2009
Revised Preamble to the Constitution 

“To understand the profound significance of the revised preamble to the 
Uniting Church, it needs to be placed into a historical context.  Following a 
period of tension in the early 2000s, after the Uniting Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Christian Congress (UAICC or Congress) felt it had not been 
listened to or heard, Congress suggested a process of revising the UCA’s 
preamble to its Basis of Union.”  

These words have come from this document:  https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2025/05/Preamble-to-the-UCA-Constitution-FAQ.pdf

And the revised Preamble to the Constitution can be read here…   
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Preamble_A4_New2024_Final.pdf

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/home-page/social-action/indigenous/
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/covenant-Statement-formatted.pdf
https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Preamble-to-the-UCA-Constitution-FAQ.pdf
https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Preamble-to-the-UCA-Constitution-FAQ.pdf
http://as.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Preamble-to-the-UCA-Constitution-FAQ.pdf 
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Preamble_A4_New2024_Final.pdf
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2017
Uluru Statement from the Heart 

I encourage you to explore this beautiful link to the Statement from the Heart.  
Probably you know a lot about this document already.  Perhaps it is time to re-read 
this invitation so that we remember that the aims of the Statement are still a true 
and valid aspiration of First Nations People. 

https://youtu.be/rWoIgPyQTK4 (apologies for the ads, I promise this four minute 
video is worth your time).

We, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional Convention, coming from all points of the southern sky, make 
this statement from the heart:

Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the first sovereign Nations of the Australian continent and 
its adjacent islands, and possessed it under our own laws and customs. This our ancestors did, according to the 
reckoning of our culture, from the Creation, according to the common law from ‘time immemorial’, and according 
to science more than 60,000 years ago.

This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie between the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples who were born therefrom, remain attached thereto, and must one day return thither 
to be united with our ancestors. This link is the basis of the ownership of the soil, or better, of sovereignty. It has 
never been ceded or extinguished, and co-exists with the sovereignty of the Crown.

How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a land for sixty millennia and this sacred link disappears from 
world history in merely the last two hundred years?

With substantive constitutional change and structural reform, we believe this ancient sovereignty can shine 
through as a fuller expression of Australia’s nationhood.

Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet. We are not an innately criminal people. Our 
children are aliened from their families at unprecedented rates. This cannot be because we have no love for them. 
And our youth languish in detention in obscene numbers. They should be our hope for the future.

These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural nature of our problem. This is the torment of our 
powerlessness.

We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people and take a rightful place in our own country. When we 
have power over our destiny our children will flourish. They will walk in two worlds and their culture will be a gift 
to their country.

We call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution.

Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the coming together after a struggle. It captures our aspirations for a 
fair and truthful relationship with the people of Australia and a better future for our children based on justice and 
self-determination.

We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of agreement-making between governments and First 
Nations and truth-telling about our history.

In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard. We leave base camp and start our trek across this vast 
country. We invite you to walk with us in a movement of the Australian people for a better future.

In May 2025, former Senator Pat Dobson was asked about the way 
forward regarding Indigenous treaty and truth telling and Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese’s role.  He responded that he believes Mr Albanese has a 
responsibility to Aboriginal leaders.

“Yunupingu entrusted (him) to carry that fire stick, to bring about the kind of 
reconciliation and healing this nation needs — he can’t drop that.”

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-26/pat-dodson-wants-indigenous-
treaty-and-truth-telling/105336660

https://youtu.be/rWoIgPyQTK4
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-26/pat-dodson-wants-indigenous-treaty-and-truth-telling/105336660
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-26/pat-dodson-wants-indigenous-treaty-and-truth-telling/105336660
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2023
(draft) Statement of Commitment delivered to Wurundjeri Corporation

At the invitation of the Wurundjeri Corporation and after consultation with the whole of Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation BUC 
drafted a Statement of Commitment, as follows:

Brunswick Uniting Church – Statement of Commitment

to the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation Council Inc (the Wurundjeri Corporation)

Vision for just relationships

Brunswick Uniting Church, a congregation of the Uniting Church 
in Australia (UCA, acknowledges Aboriginal and Islander 
Peoples as the First Peoples of Australia, and the Wurundjeri 
Woi-wurrung people as the Traditional Owners of the lands and 
waterways in the area now known as Brunswick. Inspired by 
our Christian vision for justice, peace and reconciliation in all 
creation, and the Uniting Church’s Covenant Relationship with 
the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC), 
we seek to set out a new basis for a just relationship with the 
Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung people.

Brunswick Uniting Church recognises and 
acknowledges…
•	 That Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples are the 

First Peoples of Australia, and that the Wurundjeri Woi-
wurrung people are the Traditional Owners of the land now 
called Brunswick

•	 The Church’s complicity in the tragic colonial history of 
injustice, violence and dispossession of First

•	 Peoples
•	 That the Uniting Church in Australia has taken significant 

steps towards addressing this history, including the 
Covenant between the UCA and the UAICC (1994, 
reaffirmed 2018), its Acknowledgement and Apology to 
the Stolen Generation (1996), the Preamble to the UCA’s 
Constitution (2009) and the UCA Sovereignty Resolution 
affirming the Uluru Statement from the Heart (2018)

•	 The survival of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people for over 
65,000 years, their living culture and their innate wisdom, 
strengths and resilience.

Brunswick Uniting Church supports…
•	 The right to self-determination for the Wurundjeri Woi-

wurrung people and the negotiation of treaties that enshrine 
their rights

•	 The right for Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people to enjoy 
their identity, maintain their culture, maintain and use 
their language, maintain their kinship ties, maintain their 
distinctive spiritual, material and economic relationship with 
their land and waters

•	 The call contained in the Statement from the Heart for 
truth telling, Makarrata (treaty & agreement- making) and a 
constitutionally enshrined Voice to Parliament

•	 The Treaty process for Victoria, as determined by the First 
Peoples’ Assembly, the Yoorook Justice Commission and 
other truth telling processes

•	 The Merri-Bek Council’s Statement of Commitment
•	 Campaigns to recognise and protect Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people’s rights that build a more 
just Australia (eg Change the Date and Raise the Age 
campaigns)

•	 Ongoing work within the Uniting Church in Australia flowing 
from our Covenant with the UAICC.

Brunswick Uniting Church commits to…
•	 Continue to meaningfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri Woi-

wurrung people as the Traditional Owners of the land now 
called Brunswick, where our church sits

•	 Continue to learn from Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people’s 
wisdom, including acknowledging the Wurundjeri Woi-
wurrung people’s seasons, science and engineering, healing 
skills, adaptation to climate change, stories and culture

•	 Continue to acknowledge, lament and/or celebrate annual 
days of significance to First Peoples including Invasion Day, 
Sorry Day, National Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week

•	 Meet with member/s of the Wurundjeri Corporation from 
time to time, aiming for at least once each year, to maintain 
personal and formal relationships

•	 Ask Wurundjeri Corporation how BUC can best offer 
assistance on issues of concern from time to time

•	 Offer opportunity to the Wurundjeri Corporation to be 
involved with ceremonies at BUC

•	 Encourage all members of BUC, as Second Peoples who 
have benefited from the history of colonisation, to make a 
personal commitment to learn of the history and culture of 
the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung and other First Peoples

•	 Challenge all members of BUC to deeply listen to First 
Peoples; to take responsibility in recognising the injustices 
done to the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people by Second 
Peoples, owning this as our work to be done and not First 
Peoples’ responsibility

•	 Facilitate this learning by continuing to offer opportunities 
at BUC including study guides, cultural walks and outings, 
discussion/study groups, and cultural training events

•	 Explore with Wurundjeri Corporation ways we can make 
direct or in-kind acknowledgement of the financial impact of 
colonisation, and our use of Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung land 
for our activities, which may include (as agreed from time 
to time):

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2024.05.24.draft-Statement-of-Commitment-.pdf
https://uniting.church/the-covenanting-statement/
https://assembly.uca.org.au/images/7_ASC_UCA_Acknowledgement_Aboriginal_Family_Separation_2.pdf
https://assembly.uca.org.au/images/7_ASC_UCA_Acknowledgement_Aboriginal_Family_Separation_2.pdf
https://resources.uca.org.au/resources/covenanting/item/668-the-revised-preamble
https://uniting.church/sovereignty/
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•	 making BUC facilities available to Wurundjeri Corporation at no cost
•	 engaging Wurundjeri Corporation’s education services from time to time
•	 encouraging members to explore “pay the rent” type arrangements or other forms of restitution
•	 connecting the Wurundjeri Corporation with church members who can offer professional or other services at no charge or 

greatly reduced cost
•	 direct financial contributions (taking into account the ways the wider Uniting Church has already made and is making 

restitution through its Covenant with the UAICC)

2024
Pledge to support and to walk with the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria on the journey to Treaty.

A recommendation by First Nations Focus to Church Council to write a letter of support was at the recommendation of  the Synod of 
Victoria and Tasmania Uniting Church in Australia. 				                (See also the original version of the letter.)

Mark Zirnsak, Justice and International Mission Cluster
Synod of Victoria and Tasmania Uniting Church in Australia Via email: mark.zirnsak@victas.uca.org.au

Pledging support for the Treaty process

Brunswick Uniting Church acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung people as Traditional Owners of the land where 
we live out our call to ministry and mission. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and remember that 
sovereignty was never ceded.
As a congregation firmly committed to advancing social justice and equality, we want to play our part in righting the 
wrongs of the past and be part of creating a better future together.
With profound respect for the sovereignty, culture, and rights of First Peoples, we are pleased to announce that we will 
walk with the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria on the journey to Treaty.
We recognise that when it comes to First Peoples’ communities, cultures and lands, the experts are of course First 
Peoples.
The past cannot be changed, but we can choose to take steps today that will help heal the ongoing pain caused by the 
injustices of yesterday.
We believe a better tomorrow is possible, and our congregation pledges our unwavering support to the First Peoples’ 
Treaty process in Victoria.
To help build support for the shared journey to Treaty, we will:
•	 publicly support the Treaty Process being undertaken by the First Peoples’ Assembly
•	 continue to provide information to congregation members about the Treaty process and its importance to First 

Peoples
•	 continue seeking to build meaningful relationships with the local Traditional Owners.
•	 continue to acknowledge Country in services and meetings
•	 partner with other churches and organisations, as appropriate, to foster the Victorian community’s acceptance and 

embrace of the Treaty process.

By making this pledge, we affirm our commitment to the self-determination of First Peoples in Victoria as they assert 
their rights, tell their truths, and chart a path towards, and healing through, Treaty-making.
Together, we will create a future where First Peoples’ voices are heard, rights are respected, and justice is realised for 
generations to come.

Shawn Whelan 
Acting Secretary 
on behalf of Brunswick UC Church Council

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2024.Treaty-support-statement.pdf

