
	
  

	
  

1

A collection  
of stories

Brunswick Uniting Church

A worship committee project
edited by Saide Cameron



	
  

	
  

2

Contents
> St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church	 3

> Rose window 	 4

> Memorial Window	 6

> Memorial Plaque - Rev Allan Macvean	 8

> Communion Trays	 15

> Communion Table	 16

> Wall Cross	 17

> Lectern & boxes	 18

> Chapel Cross 	 19

> Olive Tree	 20

> Offering Bowls	 21

> Renewal Process	 22

> Pipe Organ	 23

> Music Pit	 24

> Living Water	 25

> Eva’s photo	 26

>Our Wurundjeri recognition sculpture – telling the story	 27

> Baptism Font - Story	 29

> Baptism Font - Dedication	 30

>Advent Candle Drum wreath	 31

>Liturgical cloths	 33

>Sleeper	 35

> Community Rainbow	 36

> Safe Church Recognition Certificate	 38

> Pentecost Sunday - Fabric of our Community	 39

> Pentecost Sunday - Worship	 40

> Story Chairs	 41

> No Direction	 42

> Communion Chalice and Plate	 43

> Sculptural Crucifix	 44

> Candle Holders	 45

> Inclusive Children’s corner	 46

Please note this collection is a work in progress - stories continue to be collected and  photos taken.

Editor - Saide Cameron



	
  

	
  

3

> St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church August 1885

North Melbourne Advertiser, Friday 14th 
August 1885, page 3.

“BRUNSWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.”
“The new church erected by the 
Presbyterian congregation of Brunswick 
was opened on the *2nd inst.…”
“…The gable in the façade that faces 
Sydney road has a large and finely 
proportioned tracery window, filled in with 
a design in stained glass to the memory 
of the late Mrs. M. L. Hutchinson…”
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church was 
built by Evander McIver. All the stained 
glass in the church was created by 
Ferguson & Urie which also includes a 
memorial window to McIver’s wife in the 
chancel.
From the Mercury & Weekly Courier, Vic 
1878-1903)  Wednesday 12/8/85
THE NEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
BRUNSWICK.
The rapid progress that Brunswick 
has made of late years, and the large 
influx of population, necessitated the 
Presbyterians erecting a larger place of 
worship, suitable for their overflowing 
congregation. The foundation stone of 
a new building was laid last December 
by M. L. Hutchinson, Esq., J.P., and 
they have now a church that is in every 
way worthy of the denomination, and 
is quite an ornament to the Borough.  
Anyone approaching Brunswick notices 
at once the spire rising gracefully and 
conspicuously above the houses of the 
busy little town. The style of the new 
building is what is called “ the early 
English Gothic,” and its being placed at a 
corner gives the architect an opportunity 
that he has by no means lost. The general 
outline is proportionately broken up, with 
the spire at the corner rising to the height 
of 120 feet, and its connection with the 
old church by a colonnade has a very 
pleasing effect. 
The principal entrances are placed in 
the tower; an entrance has also been 
provided to the vestry and school-rooms 
through the colonnade.  The gable in 
the facade that faces the Sydney-road 
has a large and beautifully proportioned 

tracery window, filled in 
with a design in stained 
glass, to the memory 
of the late Mrs. M. L. 
Hutchinson.
The inside 
measurements are 79 
ft. by 72 ft., and the 
seating is stepped’ 
and arranged in a 
semi-circular form, 
with a large bay at the 
north end, which will 
be reserved for the 
choir.  There is a smaller bay facing the 
auditorium, which is appropriated for 
the rostrum, in which a handsome stone 
pulpit is placed. From the outer edge of 
this bay, springs a semi-circular raised 
platform for the dignitaries of the Church.
The roof is light, with the principals 
resting on corbels, supported with small 
dwarf columns. Special attention has here 
been paid to ventilation, which is both 
carried out in the ordinary way and on 
the Tobin principle. The whole presents a 
fine finish, and, for acoustic .properties, 
should prove second to none in this 
colony.
On each side of the pulpit is a door 
leading into three new class-rooms and 
a spacious vestry, and from the pas sage 
an entrance has been made into the old 
Church, which will in future be used as 
the Sabbath school.
The entire work, which has been carried 
out by Mr. James Thurgood, builder, 
Ascot-Vale, is faced with Hawthorn 
black brick, and picked out with. 
hydraulic patent stone, and presents an  
appearance which when the contract 
price (£4500) and the seating (which can 
accommodate 500) is taken into account, 
shows that the architect is thoroughly 
conversant with the style and materials 
he is working with.  The Rev. A. McVean 
is to be congratulated on the Church he 
has been the means of establishing ; and 
the architect, Mr. Evander McIver, upon 
his success in meeting the requirements 
of the managers in such an able manner.
 

The building was opened for divine 
worship on Sunday, 2nd August, when 
services were held in the morning, the 
afternoon, and the evening. The Rev. A. 
McVean officiated in the morning, the 
Rev. James Robertson in the afternoon, 
and the Rev. Professor McDonald in 
the evening. There was a very large 
congregation at each service.  The 
opening was celebrated by a tea meeting 
in the local Mechanics’ Institute, on the 
Tuesday evening following, and as is usual 
a public meeting was held in the church 
the same evening; both meetings were 
well attended.

* Note ‘2nd inst’ means 2nd of this month, ie 2nd August

1884 Presbyterian Church and College - Source:  Picture Victoria

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church 2005

https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/moreland/miscellaneous/5920.html
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> Rose window 

(St. Andrew’s Presbyterian) – August 1885
North Melbourne Advertiser, Friday 14th 
August 1885, page 3.

“BRUNSWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.”
“…The gable in the façade that faces 
Sydney road has a large and finely 
proportioned tracery window, filled in with 
a design in stained glass to the memory 
of the late Mrs. M. L. Hutchinson…”
OBITUARY NOTICE  
22/08/1884 - Mrs. Hutchinson
It is with feelings of deep regret that 
we have to chronicle the very sudden 
death of Mrs. Hutchinson, wife of Mr. 
M. L. Hutchinson, J.P. the well-known 
bookseller and publisher, 15 Collins Street 
west, Melbourne. 
The sad event occurred about noon 
last Friday, at her residence, Glenhope, 
Princes Park. When the news became 
known, a feeling akin to a deep and 
profound sensation was expressed by 
all acquainted with the deceased lady 
and the bereaved family.  On enquiry 
we learned that Mrs. Hutchinson was 
in her usual good health in the morning, 
until about noon when being desired 
to see a sick friend she retired to her 
room to prepare for the visit, but feeling 
faint she was advised by her daughter 
not to go out. However, the latter went 
downstairs and a moment afterwards the 
bell was pulled violently, and re-entering 
the room she found her mother lying on 
the floor. Two of her daughters, and one 
of her elder sons were immediately in 
attendance, and ministered to her relief.  
Doctors Talbot, and Elliott, were speedily 
called, but found that human skill was 
of no avail as life was then extinct. The 
cause of death being heart disease. 
The shock to Mr. Hutchinson and the 

members of his family on entering the 
house and finding the exact state of 
affairs was intense and poignant. Mrs 
Hutchinson had resided in the neighbour-
hood for the last twenty-two years during 
which by her amiability, charity, piety and 
prudence, she had endeared herself to 
the community generally. The respect 
and esteem in which she was held was 
evidenced by the numbers who called to 
offer their sympathy to the family, and by 
the large attendance of friends and the 
public who followed her remains to their 
last resting place in the General Cemetery 
last Saturday afternoon. 

The services at Glenhope were conducted 
by the Rev. A. MacVean, pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church, in which Mr 
Hutchinson is a ruling elder, and the 
Rev. John Clark, moderator elect of 
the Presbyterian General Assembly 
of Williamstown. The Rev. James 
Ballantyne, Clerk of the Presbytery read 
a portion of scripture at the tomb, and 
the Rev. J. W. Inglis, of Ballarat, offered 
a most solemn prayer, every word of 
which was deeply apropos to the solemn 
occasion. The funeral arrangements were 
most satisfactorily conducted by Mr 
Allison, Victoria street. West Melbourne.  
On Sunday the Brunswick Presbyterian 
Church was suitably draped, and the 
congregation, with many friends from 
other churches, showed their sympathy 
with the bereaved, and their respect for 
the memory of the deceased lady by 
their dress, thus giving special solemnity 
to the appearance of the church. During 
the public worship many shed tears in 
all parts of the building, and the whole 
congregation was deeply moved. The 
psalms and hymns sung were most 

suitable for the occasion, and the text 
was, 2 Corinthians 5:1 “ We know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens.” The Rev. A. MacVean 
discoursed on the two lines of thought 
embraced in this verse, the earthly house 
dissolved, and the house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 
At the conclusion of the sermon he 
went on to say “ I must now allude to 
one of the saddest events in the history 
of this church, and one of the sorest 
strokes in the experience of many of this 
congregation as well as in my own. It 
has cast a gloom over the whole of this 
community, and its shadow falls upon 
a wide circle of friends over the whole 
of this colony. Seldom indeed has the 
decease of a private individual evoked 
more sincere sympathy, and though this 
is largely due to the position our bereaved 
brother, Mr Hutchinson, occupies in the 
church and in the public. All who knew 
our departed sister, appreciated her 
worth, and can to some extent estimate 
the loss which the church and society

Photo taken: 14th November 2010.

All other photos taken: June 2020, Ian Ferguson
Conservation and restoration was conducted 
by the Wesley Vine Studio 2010.
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have suffered by her removal. She has 
worshipped with us for the last twenty-
two years, and seldom indeed, for that 
period has she been absent from either 
a preaching or prayer meeting; and few 
have reared so large a family as she has 
done, and done so well, without neglect 
of either domestic or public duty. And 
while attentive to those, she did not 
forget the visitation of the poor, the sick 
and the needy. Yet these were done 
so secretly as to evade observation. 
Her health was uniformly good, and her 
activity was almost uninterrupted, so that 
the cumulation of her good works, would, 
if summed up, appear surprising. Her faith 
was shown by her works. Of ostentation 
or affectation she was perfectly free. 
How amiable and unassuming was her 
disposition, and yet how assiduous were 
her attentions and kindly her contributions 
to those who were privileged with her 
company and hospitality, many of you are 
aware! What her value has been, and 
what the effects upon society we cannot 
adequately estimate.  Who can say how 
far the well-known usefulness of her 
husband may have been advanced by her 
or how much the influence she exerted 
upon her own children may accomplish or 
how extensively her example may operate 

upon others. And what her prayers may 
procure for this congregation. The peace 
and prosperity of this church, the kindly 
cordiality which has characterised our 
communion, are largely due to the leaven 
of love, which she, and a few others such 
as she herself was, have spread around 
them. That she had faults and failings I 
cannot deny, but I can honestly declare I 
never saw one of them. Hasty utterances 
and unguarded expressions seemed never 
to escape her lips, and the serenity of 
that countenance, the sweetness of her 
frequent smiles, the softness of her voice, 
the sobriety and cheerfulness of her 
conversation, shed a charm of sacredness 
over the memory of her character and 
conduct. Never in this community has 
one been removed with truer regret. 
Her memory is blessed among us. As a 
wife, mother and friend, she was all that 
could be desired in woman.  The eye of 
envy and the tongue of slander found no 
occasion for their exercise upon her, and 
after so consistent a Christian career, the 
close was as fitting as it could have been. 
Soon after noon of Friday last, when her 
house had been set in order, she resolved 
to visit a distressed and dying neighbor, 
and while about to do this, she became 
faint, and suddenly expired in the arms of 

her devoted children. The tabernacle was 
dissolved, and she entered her building 
of God, the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” Our loss is great, 
her gain is glory.  “Be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
Man cometh, Watch therefore.”

At a meeting of the Melbourne 
Presbytery, held last Tuesday, feeling 
references were made to the great loss 
sustained by Mr. Hutchinson. A minute 
of sympathy and condolence to Mr. 
Hutchinson was passed, and will ,in due 
course be forwarded.

Source:  https://trove.nla.gov.au/
newspaper/article/66160467

Funding for digitisation contributed by 
State Library Victoria

Note - Matthew Leighton Hutchinson, 
husband and elder, ran a bookseller’s 
in Collins Street and was a publisher 
(https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/
A52035) of some repute.  (He took over 
the Glasgow Book Warehouse business 
of Robert Mackay, in whose Collins Street 
shop window the Rev. Allan Macvean 
portrait was displayed when first 
completed in 1871.). 

Information supplied by Anne Macvean

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/66160467
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/66160467
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A52035
https://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A52035
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> Memorial Window

The Presbyterian Church of Brunswick, now known as St Andrew’s, 
was the design of architect Evander McIver and was opened on the 
2nd August 1885 (see entry for 14-08-1885). All of the stained glass 
in St Andrew’s was executed by the Ferguson & Urie Stained Glass 
Company of Curzon Street, North Melbourne.

In early 1888 Evander McIvor presented a stained glass window to 
the memory of his wife, Mary Louisa Buzaglo, second daughter of  
William Frederick Buzaglo, secretary for the shire of Coburg. Mary 
died at the age of 37 on the 1st October 1887.

The North Melbourne Advertiser, Saturday 3rd March 1888, page 2.

“MEMORIAL WINDOW”

 “The Presbyterian Church, Brunswick, has been enriched by a handsome memorial 
stained glass window, presented by Mr. Evander McIver. It is in three bays at the 
rear of the rostrum, the side bays in trefoils of pleasing floral designs, and the centre 
bay a three 3 light lancet window bearing the following inscription:- “In Sacred 
Memory of Mary Louisa Buzaglo, the beloved wife of Evander McIver – a dutiful 
daughter, and affectionate sister, a faithful friend, a devoted mother, a loving wife, 
a consistent Christian. Died 1st October, 1887”. The subjects illustrated are from 
the Life of Christ, the part above the inscription bearing the representation of The 
Lord’s Supper and extending over the three lights. The upper part of the central 
light represents Christ before Pilate. “Behold the Man!” and the side light with the 
subject, “Naked, and Ye Clothed Me,” and Mary anointing Jesus Feet. Each of these 
subjects are surmounted by a very rich antique canopy elaborately designed. The 
columns are rich blending and harmonizing with nice effect. The work has been 
executed by the well known firm of Messrs. Ferguson and Urie, and as a specimen of 
ecclesiastical art it is highly creditable. A new feature in this window is that is can be 
illuminated by gas at night, this having been effected by Messrs. Danks and Son, of 
Bourke street.”

Source:  https://fergusonandurie.com/2012/04/05/03-03-1888-st-andrews-church-sydney-road-
brunswick-melbourne-victoria/

The North Melbourne Advertiser, 8th October 1887

DEATH OF MRS. E. McIVER. published 8/10/1887

The friends of Mr. Evander McIver C. E. and Borough Surveyor for Flemington and 
Kensington will learn with regret of the death of his wife, which sad event took place 
at his residence “Glen Iver,” Park street west, Brunswick, at half-past twelve last 
Friday night. The deceased lady, who was highly respected, has left five of a family; 
the youngest of whom is about a fortnight old. She was the second daughter of Mr. 
W. Buzaglo, Town Clerk of Coburg. The sad news has been sent to her sister, Mrs. Law 
Oldfield, who, with her husband, is now on the continent. The demise of so estimable a 
lady, whose Dorcas deeds were countless, has caused quite a gloom amongst the many 
friends who knew her so well. The funeral took place on Saturday afternoon at 3 o’clock.

The Rev. A. MacVean conducted the funeral service. A large number of the immediate 
friends and relatives followed the remains to the general cemetery. The pall-bearers 
were - Messrs M. L. Hutchinson, J.P., C. McDougall, J.P., D. Tough, (brother elders with 
Mr. McIver,) Messrs Mungo Scott, and W. Blair, 

(St. Andrew’s Presbyterian) – March 1888

Photo taken: 14th Nov 2010.

 https://fergusonandurie.com/2012/04/05/03-03-1888-st-andrews-church-sydney-road-brunswick-melbourne-victoria/
 https://fergusonandurie.com/2012/04/05/03-03-1888-st-andrews-church-sydney-road-brunswick-melbourne-victoria/
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The text of this morning was suggested by the domestic 
affliction of our esteemed elder, Mr. MacIver, which issued in 
the decease of his wife after three weeks of patient endurance. 
Her departure is an irreparable loss to her husband, and to her 
five children, and it has created a blank in a large circle of friends 
and relations, and made this church weaker than it was before. 
Mary Louisa Buzaglo arrived in Melbourne with her parents from 
England while yet in her infancy, and was reared within a short 
distance of this place (Coburg). It is now about twelve years 
since she entered the communion of this church, and not long 
anterior to that time her conversion to God took place. That 
a great change had come over Mrs McIver was apparent in 
her whole subsequent career.  She was naturally unassuming 
and reserved, but she was explicit in her avowal of faith and 
in her desire of consecration to Christ, and her conduct was 
consistent with this to the end. She was scarcely ever absent 
from church, and attended the weekly prayer meeting as often 
as it was practicable. She was ever ready to take part in every 
good work, and she was prominent in the anniversary gatherings 
of the congregation. She was in full sympathy with the zeal and 
liberality of her husband a help to him rather than a hindrance, 
and with the three other wives of our elders, viz., Mesdames M. 
L. Hutchinson, C. McDougall, and D. Tough; the former of whom 
who went to her heavenly home before herself. 

She entertained the general assembly of the church and visitors 
to the exhibition of 1880, for which the thanks of the assembly 
were received. She adorned herself as became a woman 
professing godliness with good works. Those who knew her 
private life best could testify to her reverence for her husband, 
her devotion to him, and her tender solicitude for her children, 
scrutinizing her character closely, it was easy to discover a 
tender conscience, a scrupulous concern for what was right, 
care for the reputation of others, and a thorough control of what 
in some is the unruly member. In her latter years, and especially 
as she approached the end, there was a manifest growth in 
grace. She wore the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God of great price, but the grace which she 
exhibited most obviously was faith. She exhorted those about 
her to have faith in God, and when asked, shortly before she 
expired, if she was trusting in the blood and righteousness of 
Christ, she replied, “There is nothing else to trust to.” She did 
cling tenaciously to life, for she was needed here, and her wiry 
frame wore slowly down, but she was content to go to be with 
Christ, and serenely and sweetly surrendered herself to Him. 
‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea 
saith the Spirit they that rest from their labours, and their works 
do follow them.”

Last Sunday morning the Rev. A. MacVean, during the service in the Brunswick Presbyterian Church, referred in the following terms 
to the late Mrs. McIver :-

Conservation and restoration was conducted by the Wesley Vine Studio 2010.

See also:  https://fergusonandurie.com/tag/st-andrews/

All other photos taken: June 2020, Ian Ferguson

https://fergusonandurie.com/tag/st-andrews/
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> Memorial Plaque - Rev Allan Macvean

(St. Andrew’s Presbyterian) – 1896
Descendants of the Rev Allan Macvean gathered on Saturday 17th August 2024  
to celebrate the bicentenary of his birth of Allan Macvean on 16 August 1824.   
The celebrations included a grave side service, an afternoon of talks at Brunswick 
Uniting Church followed by dinner from the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre.

Rev Allan Macvean was the first minister at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in 
Brunswick, now Brunswick Uniting Church.

Jamie Thom offered the following 
introduction to the celebrations:

Welcome everyone to Brunswick Uniting Church, my name is 
Jamie Thom and I am so glad you were able to make it to this 
celebration of the lives of my great great grandparents the Rev. 
Allan Macvean (whose 200th Birthday was yesterday) and his 
wife Catherine Macpherson.

As the descendants of early colonists in Australia, we 
acknowledge that we have benefitted from living on stolen land. 
So I’d like to begin with the acknowledgement of country that is 
said each week in the church here:

We acknowledge and respect the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung 
people of the Kulin nation, the traditional custodians of this land 
since time immemorial. We are learning that the land is not ours 
to own, but to look after; and that if we listen, we may hear in 
it the calling of the eternal Spirit. Responding to this call, we 
commit ourselves to work for justice, reconciliation, and care of 
the earth.

Of the relatives of the Rev. Allan and Catherine (that we were 
able to contact) some were unable to make it today. And many 

of those, in offering their apologies, said they would have very 
much liked to be here with us today.

Over the next half hour, we will listen to four short talks to given 
by myself, my cousin Kirsty Sheppard, Margaret Fleming (a 
local historian), and finally by cousin 
Anne Macvean - who has put in an 
immense effort in drawing together 
so much of the information about the 
Rev Allan Macvean and Catherine. We 
will then have a group photograph, 
but first we will sing a hymn, Old 
100th Hundredth, a favourite of the 
Rev. Allan Macvean, “All people that 
on earth do dwell”, led by Natalie 
Sims, a member of the congregation 
here at Brunswick Uniting Church.
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Graveside talk
I begin by acknowledging that we are gathered here on the 
lands of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people of the Kulin nation, 
they have cared for these lands for tens of thousands of years 
and we pay our respects to their elders, past and present. As 
the descendants of early colonists in Australia we recognize that 
we have benefitted from living on stolen land, land that never 
been ceded.

We are here to celebrate the 200th birthday (which was 
yesterday) of my great great grandfather the Rev. Allan 
Macvean who lies in this grave together with his wife Catherine 
Macpherson and some of their children. As you can see, the 
grave is currently being restored (but that restoration is not yet 
complete).

We will hear more of the story of Allan and Catherine when we 
gather at Brunswick Uniting Church a little later this afternoon. 
But for now, we note that Allan was born on 16th August 1824 
in Kilmallie Parish in the highlands of Scotland and emigrated 
to Australia in 1852. Catherine was born 6th of February, 1828 
in Windsor, New South Wales and they married in Melbourne 
on 24th August in 1854. They had 10 children, some who died 
before their parents including in infancy.

The first to be buried in this grave was baby Helen Margaret, 
Catherine and Allan’s first-born, named after their mothers.  She 
was aged just 7 months and was buried in February 1856 (not 
1855).

Almost exactly two years later, another baby, this one only four 
days old, was buried in this grave.  His name was James Black 
and his name was never inscribed on this tombstone.  He was 
born in Brunswick and his parents were named on his birth 
registration as Jessie McGowan and James Black.  We have no 
other information about him, but guess that his parents could 
have been parishioners of the Rev. Allan, too young and without 
the financial means to afford to bury their baby.

In July 1860, Margaret Helen, aged two, the third-born of 
Catherine and Allan, was buried here.

For 27 years, these three little ones were undisturbed, until April 
1887, when Mary, aged 23, was buried.

In June 1895, Alister, aged 35, was also buried here.

A year later, his father Rev. Allan, aged almost 72, was interred 
here, too.

Four months after that Helen, aged 27, was also buried here.

A little over two years later, their mother, Catherine MacPherson 
Macvean, aged 70, was laid to rest here.

In 1901, another little seven-month old baby was buried here.  
He was Donald Norman Macvean, the third-born child of another 
Allan, the youngest of Rev. Allan and Catherine’s offspring.  
Donald  was the only one of the six children born in that family 
to die before living well into adulthood and would have been my 
great-uncle.

Finally, the last of Rev. Allan and Catherine’s children who died a 
single person was Petrena.  She was buried here in September 
1923, aged 60. 

I’ll close with a few words from a poem written in memory of 
Mary Macvean (who died at 23 years in 1887).

“Well we remembered the brave kind eyes,
  And the beautiful silken hair,
And the fair young face ‘neath the summer skies
  That seemed to laugh at care.
Well we remembered the sweet young face,
  That told of the fair and pure -
We saw her still in her youthful grace,
  Her beauty, her sweetness, could well endure.
Ah, hers was a heart where everything
  Was kind, and true, and bright -
And now the breeze was whispering,
   She is far away to-night!”

Graveside Talk – Rev. Allan Macvean, by Jamie Thom
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My great great grandfather Rev. Allan 
Macvean was the seventh of twelve 
children born to Alexander Macvean and 
Margaret, known as Peggy, Cameron.  
Allan was born at Callop in Kilmallie, a 
large parish in the highlands of Scotland 
around the Fort William and Loch Linnhe 
area. “Everywhere [in Kilmallie] is grandly 
mountainous” and the “soil, along …the 
margins of the lochs and …the bottoms 

of the glens, is mostly light, shallow, sandy or mossy, and on 
the braes and mountains is mostly moorish. Not 1 acre in 300 is 
cultivated or capable of cultivation”. Today, the peninsula to the 
west of Fort William is “a wild, remote yet beautiful place full 
of wonderful scenery” and is one of the few places where the 
endangered Scottish wildcat still lives.  And in case you didn’t 
already know, the Macveans are part of the Clan MacBean, 
which has the wildcat as the centre of its shield and motto.

Allan’s father, Alexander Macvean was a farmer and the 
Tacksman of Aryhoulan. “Next in dignity to the laird” a Tacksman 
is a “lease-holder of land, of which he keeps part as a domain in 
his own hand, and lets part to under-tenants.” The laird to whom 
Alexander paid rent was an ancestor of today’s occupants of 
Salachan House, Ewen Maclean and his family. Salachan House 
is where Alexander and Peggy lived in their later lives.

Their life at Aryhoulan must have been a healthy one.  There is 
no record of any of Peggy and Alexander’s children having died 
before they reached adulthood. Peggy first gave birth in 1813, 
at the age of about 22, and her twelfth and youngest child was 
born in 1835, when she was about 44.  She lived until about 67 
years old and her husband until 85.  

They did not do all the work of raising their family and working 
on their farm unaided.  In the 1841 census, four of their sons 
who were of working age and living with them (including the 
future Rev. Allan) were listed as agricultural labourers.

Despite the healthy life, the opportunities promised in the 
antipodes beckoned.  By the time Rev. Allan arrived in Australia, 
four of his siblings were already here and one was en route.  
Only three of the twelve siblings stayed in Scotland. As far as 
we know, none of the descendants of Rev. Allan and his siblings 
have lived in Scotland since the early 1900s!

His older brother, John Hugh (as distinct from his brother John, 
or his brother Hugh, sometimes known as Ewen) had arrived 
in the Port Phillip District of New South Wales (as it was 
then known) in or about 1841.  John Hugh and the next two 
brothers to emigrate first settled in the area around Geelong.  
In 1842, aged 17, Allan wanted to join John Hugh’s adventure 
of squatting in Australia.  But his father would not give him 
permission.  “Shortly after that he came under the power of 
Divine truth, and resolved to devote himself to the work of 
carrying the Gospel as a “bush missionary”, to the scattered 

families of the Port Phillip settlement.”  Allan left Aryhoulan to 
study theology in Glasgow from 1844.

John Hugh had befriended a minister in Geelong, Rev. John 
Zeiglar Huie, who wrote in 1848 to Allan, then a student at 
Glasgow University, about the latter’s “desire to labour amongst 
our countrymen in the Port Phillip bush.  I learned likewise that 
you were in doubts as to the propriety of coming before the 
completion of your college curriculum”. Rev. Huie urged him 
to stay and finish his studies as a student of the Edinburgh 
Free College because of the “valuable system of training there 
… second to none in the world for the production of sound 
Theologians and able preachers.”

Allan took Rev. Huie’s advice and finished his studies in 
Edinburgh. He was ordained by the Presbytery of Paisley (west 
of Glasgow) on the 7th of July, 1852.

On the 4th of the following month, the Secretary of the Colonial 
Land and Emigration Office in Westminster wrote to Rev. Allan 
Macvean, appointing him to the office of Religious Instructor 
on board the Marmion, to sail from Birkenhead for Portland Bay 
about the 19th of August. His remuneration for this service 
would consist of a free Cabin passage and Diet at the Captain’s 
table, but without wines or spirits, in lieu of any other gratuity.

Many of the emigrants on the Marmion were Highlanders and 
Islanders from Skye, Iona, etc, and when the ship  arrived in 
Portland Bay on the 4th of December, 1852, Victoria was coping 
with the massive influx of people brought on by the discovery of 
gold the previous year. Many of the emigrants were not gold-
seekers, but remained in the area (or in nearby places in South 
Australia) for the rest of their lives, mainly as pastoral workers. 

Rev. Allan walked from Portland to Melbourne, preaching at 
various townships such as the Grange (Hamilton) where he 
preached in Gaelic.  Unaware at the time, for some way he 
travelled in the company of two bushrangers, the notorious 
Captain Melville and his mate.  “The Rev. gentleman was asked 
to shout, which he declined to do, but tendered some milk and 
water instead.”  He stayed for some time with his brothers, then 
squatters in the Geelong area.

Rev. Allan Macvean - early life
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After several months he was settled at Williamstown, from 
March to September, 1853, establishing a small wooden church 
building, after first preaching in a boatshed.  In October, 1853, 
the Synod appointed him Gaelic minister in Geelong (Rev. Huie 
did not have the Gaelic), where he was to work particularly 
amongst the recently-arrived Highlanders there, many of whom 
did not speak English.  He organised a congregation and soon 
the erection of a church building (still to be seen on the corner of 
La Trobe Terrace and Myers Street).

He was then called by the small, but rapidly expanding, congre-
gation of Scots in Brunswick and Pentridge (now Coburg) and 
on the 23rd of November, 1854, he was inducted into the united 
charge of those congregations.

However, before this, he married Catherine Macpherson on 24th 
August in 1854. Now I handover to Kirsty to tell you Catherine’s 
story.

Early Life – Rev. Allan Macvean, by Jamie Thom

Catherine MacPherson’s family of origin  
– her parents, the places they lived

Catherine was the second in a family of 
eleven children – 7 girls and 4 boys. It is 
believed she was born on 6 February 1828 
in Windsor, a town on the Hawkesbury 
River, 56 km north-west of Sydney.

Catherine’s father, John MacPherson, was 
born in Loch Tay, Perthshire, in the highlands 
of Scotland, in 1798. But his family came 
from the Isle of Skye, where John’s father 
and at least one of his siblings were born.  

Her paternal grandmother’s name was Catherine McBean.

Catherine’s mother, Helen Watson, lived in Edinburgh, where 
Helen’s father was a tailor.

John McPherson was a ploughman when he and Helen married 
in the College parish of Edinburgh, on the 2nd of May, 1825. 
Nineteen days later, with John’s parents and his seven younger 
siblings, the newlyweds boarded the Triton in the Edinburgh port 
of Leith, bound for Sydney.

When they arrived in New South Wales, Catherine’s father, 
John, first worked as an overseer for Messrs Aspinall and 
Browne, who ran sheep at Bathurst. The others of the 
MacPherson family centred themselves in the Sydney and 
Bathurst regions as the years passed. While working in the 
Goulburn area, when Catherine was about one year old, her 
father applied for a grant of land in the Bathurst area, to be near 
his own father.

Instead, in 1831, he was granted 640 acres on the Molonglo 
River, quite some distance away from the rest of his family. 
The grant was described as being at Canbery, in the County of 
Murray. Five years later, in 1836, Catherine’s father bought 990 
more acres adjoining the initial block. These were bounded on 
one side by the Molonglo River, and on another by the Black 
Mountain, an area known as the Limestone Plains. This land was 
of great significance to the First Nations people of this area – 
the Ngunnawal. The Peninsula was a prime corroboree site. 

So, if there was any ever doubt, Macvean descendants, we 
do come from ancestors who directly displaced the original 
custodians of this country. 

The next child in the family born after 
Catherine was thought to be the first white 
child to be born on the Limestone Plains. 

In much later times, the area became 
known as Canberra. The MacPherson 
Bridge in the Australian National University 
and Macpherson Street in O’Connor, 
a Canberra suburb, commemorate the 
family’s time there. 

Catherine spent her childhood years here, 
on a property named ‘Springbank’, where 
convict labour was employed to help build 
up the cattle herd. There was a garden with 
many trees and an orchard, and her father 
planted willows by the river. Accounts from 
the 19th century mention the land abounding with kangaroos, 
brush turkeys, snakes (including brown ones) and the river with 
fish. 

After a severe drought in 1840, her family moved from 
Springbank to Moonee Ponds in 1842, where the family settled, 
when Catherine was 14. In 1847, Catherine’s father was 
eventually granted permission to buy 90 acres in the Moonee 
Ponds area, between Fitzgerald Road and the creek.  This was in 
the Country of the N’uther Galla people, of the Wawurrong tribe.

Even before moving to Moonee Ponds, John MacPherson had 
acquired parcels of land throughout Victoria. Eventually, he had 
at least seven other large parcels of land around the state. 

In 1846, when she was 18, Catherine’s father bought the 
property that became known as ‘Nerrin Nerrin’. This was in the 
Country of the Purteet Chally people, in the Portland Bay district 
of Victoria, stretching between Streatham and Lake Bolac. 

Nerrin Nerrin was supposedly a First Nations name meaning 
‘many waters’, because of the lakes within its boundaries. These 
were habitats of a wide variety of swans, coots, grebe, water-
hens, bitterns, musk and other ducks. Also plentiful were plain 
turkeys, Cape Barren Geese, white-backed magpies, water rats, 
and snakes including tigers, death adders and browns. 

The family lived sometimes at Nerrin Nerrin and sometimes at 
Moonee Ponds.

Catherine MacPherson
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In 1850, when Catherine was 22, the construction of the 
family’s grand mansion, Helena House, began. The house was 
named after Catherine’s mother, Helen. Helena house is in what 
is now Nicholson Street, Fitzroy. It still exists and is part of what 
is now known as Osborne House.

Catherine was married to the Rev. Allan Macvean at Helena 
House, 4 years later, in August 1854. 

Catherine and the Rev. Allan had 10 children – 7 daughters and 
3 sons. However, there must have been considerable heartache 
amongst the joy.  Two daughters died in infancy, and two 
daughters and one son died in their early adulthood, all while 
Catherine was still alive.  Petrena never married. Catherine 
(known as Katie), Jemima, John and Allan married and had 
families of their own.

Catherine’s father had clearly accumulated a significant fortune 
over his life. When he died in 1875, he left parcels of land and 
significant annual sums to various of his children. Significantly 
more to his sons than his daughters!  (Which was totally 
standard for those days.)  Catherine received £200 per annum 
from his estate. 

The lives of women in the 1800s were far less well-documented 
than those of men. Snippets of Catherine’s life were recorded 
in newspapers – the weddings she attended and some of the 
gifts she gave the newly-weds. Also, because the bus driver 
was subsequently charged with larceny, we have an account 
of Catherine losing her green purse containing £8 9s. 6d. in 
November 1882 on a bus trip from Melbourne to Brunswick, 
from which she alighted at Park Street, near the Sarah Sands 
hotel. 

In the main, the glimpses we have of Catherine’s life from the 
vantage point of the 2020s are reflections from the accounts 
of the lives of her father, brother and husband. Speaking at a 
service in 1884 shortly after the death of the wife of his very 
close friend and confidant, a long-serving elder of the church, 
the Rev. Allan could have been speaking of his own wife when 
he said, “Who can say how far the well-known usefulness of 
her husband may have been advanced by her? Or how much the 
influence exerted upon her own children may accomplish? Or 
how extensively her example may operate upon others?”.

Catherine died on 30 December 1898 at her home in Brighton, 
18 months after the Rev. Allan, and she is buried in the family 
plot with the Rev. Allan at Melbourne General Cemetery.

Catherine MacPherson, by Kirsty Sheppard

Brunswick Presbyterian Church and the Fleming connection
The Rev Allan MacVean arrived in 
Brunswick in 1854 to a farming community 
stretching from the Merri Creek in the east 
to the Moonee Ponds Creek in the west. 
Properties were long narrow east-west 
blocks with frontages to both Sydney 
Road in the middle and the creeks on 
the east and west.  Sydney Road was 
built as an access track for farmers being 
only one chain wide, which soon proved 
far too narrow for the amount of traffic. 

After 15 years of slow settlement the road became the main 
north-south road out of Melbourne to the north-east of the 
state for diggers making to the gold rushes at Beechworth and 
on to Sydney.  Shops and services catering to the passers-by 
sprang up, especially hotels, for meals and accommodation, and 
blacksmiths, hay and grain shops, grocers and hardware shops. 

By the mid-1850s Brunswick was dotted with clay pits and 
brickmaking factories as well as bluestone quarries along the 
Merri Creek. The bluestone and Brunswick’s brick and pottery 
works produced material to build imposing and solid buildings 
for the city. Bullock and horse teams churned up the main roads, 
boggy in winter and dusty in summer.

My ancestors, Robert and Janet Fleming arrived in 1848, built a 
substantial farmhouse and farmed (poultry and dairy cattle) on 
the Moonee Ponds Creek in West Brunswick. Scottish families, 

the McDougall and Tough families, came in 1858 and set up 
grocers and hardware shops in Sydney Road.  Robert and 
Janet’s son, John Wood Fleming and his wife Mary Weir, along 
with Charles & Daniel McDougall and Daniel Tough families are 
all interrelated, lived close by each other and helped establish 
the Presbyterian Church in Brunswick in 1854. They were all 
trustees.

Rev Allan McKay had married Catherine MacPherson in 1854 
and was assigned to the charge of Brunswick and Coburg in that 
year.

1.	 First church and manse built in 1854/55 between 
Brunswick Road and Park Street (Avenue) facing Dollman 
Street (Cope). A church, a Sunday School and a Day school 
No. 75, made of bluestone and used for 10 years. The 
church moved to Sydney Road in 1865.  
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Life Events and Observations

1.	 The school continued until 1873, then amalgated with the 
Methodist to form State School Brunswick Central No. 
1213, located in Albert Street, just off Sydney Road. The 
property was sold in 1876.

2.	 Second church and manse were built in 1864/5 – built 
mainly of bluestone, with a cream brick spire, in Sydney 
Road.  The architect was Charles WEBB.  
 
This was only 10 years later but the congregation had 
doubled in the gold rush years. John Fleming organized 
a show and sale of poultry to raise funds in the empty 
block of land next to the church. McDougall and Tough 
paid the balance of the cost of the church – were paid 
back eventually. They were on the Board of Management, 
treasurers and Sunday school superintendents for 40 years. 
In 1876 an organ was purchased and the choir was created 
and conducted by William Graham Weir, Fleming’s brother-
in-law. 

3.	 Third church was built in Sydney Road in 1884/85. 
20 years later after the first church, with architect Evander 
McIver.  It is a gothic style made of brown brick with cream 
brick around the windows and rendered cream spire.  It has 
a semi-circular inside with stained glass windows.  William 
Graham Weir, singer, actor, choirmaster and elocutionist, 
held a special concert in 1884 to raise money for the 
building.

In 1885 Mary Weir Fleming gave birth to their last child – 
running out of traditional Fleming names, the baby was named 
Allan Macvean Fleming – my great uncle.

The older church was then used for Sunday School and was 
opened as an educational College in 1885. Classrooms were 
built at the back for the Brunswick Presbyterian College. The 
college offered classes from junior (about Year 7) to University 
entry for both boys and girls, and was run by Robert McKay 
(1855-1930) and his brother John McKay (1866-1898).   Almost 
all the Fleming, McDougall and Tough children attended until 
about 1902. The college closed in the 1940s.

Margaret Fleming, August 2024, Researcher for Brunswick Community History Group

Some events in Rev. Allan Macvean’s life, after his induction to 
the Brunswick church, and some general observations of others 
about his life

•	 There was no church building when Rev. Allan first arrived 
at Brunswick.  Services were held in the shop of a black-
smith who was a founding member of the small congrega-
tion; the anvil (with appropriate covering) was used as a 
pulpit.

•	 Over the years Rev. Allan was minister, there were other 
Presbyterian church buildings constructed around the 
district, and there were many years when he preached in 
two places each Sunday, until the additional congregations 
grew large and organised enough to employ ministers of 
their own.

•	 About three years after his arrival, a manse was built in Park 
Street behind the original Brunswick Road church building, 
and about 13 years after that, with seven children in the 
house and another on the way, a second storey was added 
to it.

•	 Over the years, a series of petty robberies happened at the 
manse.  About midnight one Friday, the dogs in the yard 
were barking wildly, so Rev. Allan grabbed a stick and went 
to investigate.  In the dark, he tripped over something and 
broke his collarbone, and had to miss the celebrations of the 
church’s anniversary that year. 

•	 Gunpowder was being stored in Royal Park, which was 
across the road from the manse, so a meeting was held at 
which Rev. Allan was appointed a member of a deputation 
to the Treasurer to protest this peril. 

•	 He was very interested in supporting local mission work, 
in particular that to the Chinese.  He developed a great 
interest in Chinese culture and gave talks on China and the 
Chinese around the state, in order to raise money for that 
work.  An 1874 meeting in the Brunswick church on ‘Mis-
sions to the Chinese and Aborigines’ was so packed that 
many people were unable to gain admission.

•	 He supported the establishment of Presbyterian educa-
tion, including that for girls and women at the Presbyterian 
Ladies’ College which opened in East Melbourne in 1875.  
His and Catherine’s eldest daughter was past school age 
by that time, but the next three of their daughters were the 
6th, 7th and 8th girls enrolled at P.L.C., and the youngest 
was enrolled there once she was old enough to attend.

•	 By 1877 his health was “much broken”, he had a “bronchial 
affliction” and - after church officers constantly urged rest 
and a change of air - he decided to go on Home Mission 
work in the Riverina (to where his brothers had moved their 
pastoral ventures) for six weeks.  He returned with “re-
newed vigour”.

•	 In 1880-81 he was Moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
of Victoria, and as Moderator, he presided over the open-
ing ceremony of Ormond College, at the University of 
Melbourne, a large gathering where he sat at a table with 
dignitaries including the Governor of Victoria.

•	 In January 1888, a newly ordained minister was inducted as 
a colleague to Rev. Allan, sharing the work for the grow-
ing congregation (and an aging minister) until Rev. Allan’s 
resignation in June 1895, which was “owing to bodily 
weakness”.
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•	 On 15th of June, 1896 – “the much loved pastor of 
Brunswick” died of “paralysis and general debility”, 
precipitated by a fall down the stairs of the manse a week 
earlier. 

Additionally, Rev. Allan was:

•	 from the foundation of the Brunswick Ladies’ Benevolent 
Society, its honorary treasurer, until his resignation as a 
minister,

•	 a good Hebrew scholar, helping many student ministers 
before the Theological Hall at Ormond College was founded,

•	 very concerned about the observance of the Sabbath 
as a day of rest.  In 1884 he said that “in Brunswick the 
Sabbath was observed better than in any other part of 
the colony, and was equal in many respects to any town 
in Scotland – at 1 pm on Sundays quietness reigned and 
there was an utter absence of intoxicated men.  The boys 
were so well-behaved that the paths were not defiled by 
expectoration nor did they pass unseemly remarks on the 
lady pedestrians.” (He put this all down to the actions of 
Magistrates and the police in Brunswick.)  Only one great 
danger threatened the district – the running of trains on 
Sundays.

Rev. Allan was described as a “demonstrative controversialist”, 
as having “an unblemished reputation in the public eye as a 
faithful minister of the Gospel and an earnest and indefatigable 
worker in one of the most populous and important suburban 
charges of Melbourne.”  (Brunswick had been a tiny settlement 
in the bush north of Melbourne when he arrived there.)  “His 
strongly marked Highland accent and slow delivery were not 
attractive, but he drew around him, by force of his genuine piety, 

guileless character and kindly sympathetic 
heart, a large and strongly attached 
congregation, who never swerved in their 
loyalty to him.  His robust Christianity, 
combined with his eminently evangelical 
and practical style of preaching, and his 
quaint and genial spirit, bound to him with 
loving bonds men of large acknowledged 
worth and usefulness …”  He was also 
said to be “by personality and genius 
perhaps the greatest pastor many of the 
congregation had ever known.  Disinterested, genial, and self-
sacrificing, full of the milk of human kindness; their interests his, 
their joys his, their sorrows … pastor, friend, counsellor”

In December, 1895, he composed a pastoral letter to farewell 
his congregation:

“Notwithstanding all my weakness, and in the feeblest state 
of health, I must testify of God’s goodness and mercy which 
have followed me.  The freedom from pain has been to me a 
special mercy ;  and I am glad to inform you that I have lacked 
nothing.  My friends in the congregation, from the oldest to the 
youngest, have ministered to my wants, and many tokens of their 
kindness have been a great solace to my life.  … I am so weak 
that I cannot hope to do so any more in public ;  but my faith is 
strong enough to hope that I may again ‘worship with you in the 
sanctuary’.  … And now, in love to all, farewell …

Yours affectionately,

A. Macvean”

After his death, a marble tablet was placed on the eastern wall 
of the church to perpetuate his memory.

Peter Blair, Olive Way Pastor, 
honoured the celebrations, spoke 
briefly about the Olive Way ministry 
and blessed the meal that was to be 
shared.

Heather Oldfield (nee Macvean) 
offered her thanks to everyone 
involved and an additional impromptu 
talk, text not available.

Saide Cameron
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> Communion Trays
(South West Brunswick UC) – 1995
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> Communion Table
(South West Brunswick UC) – November 1998

Dedication Service
West Brunswick Parish, News & Views, December 1998

It happened.  It actually happened!!  On Sunday 22nd November 
the renovations & extensions to the South West property were 
dedicated during a very special parish service.  The service also 
marked the Reign of Christ the King.  We’ve been talking about it, 
planning & working for it for months and months (or so it seems) 
and the worship service was a fitting way to mark the completion 
of the project and to open the way for new mission and ministry in 
the local community.  The buildings looked magnificent reflecting 
the many hours of careful and thoughtful work done by many 
people.

We had many special visitors for the service including Rev. 
Graham Beattie & Rev. Robin Pryor from Presbytery, and past 
members of the congregation including Cathie, Anna & Andrew 
Clarke, Bill & Victoria Baker-Smith, Ken Sholl, Marj Foster, Thelma Billows & Rex Fisher.  We also received apologies from Dave 
Sutcliffe, Lorna Alexander, Ross & Janine Stanford, Wendy & Richard Johnston.

The service had many highlights.  The children’s choir, under the direction of Elaine Potter with Sheree Anderson’s assistance, 
performed a song called The new & the old which reminded us of how new things grow out of the old and how everything has a 
place and has value.  The gospel choir (Clare Boyd-Macrae, Elaine Potter , Alistair Hunter, Stephen Winkler & Janet Watson-Kruse) 
performed two items, the first very fittingly called ‘Workin’ on a building’ and second called I cried Holy.  The readings for the day, 
awesomely read by David Howes, from Luke (Zechariah’s prophecy for his son John) and Colossians (the majesty of Christ) reminded 
us of the Kingship of Christ.  The banner created by Sheree Anderson, Jill Allan and Jo Lane was stunning.  (Jill was still up sewing 
at 2 o’clock in the morning).  Alistair Macrae took the children through four significant aspects of our worship life and a prayer was 
read to dedicate each of these aspects:  the Baptismal font which is central to our faith and worshipping life as a symbol of God’s 
grace to us;  the Lectern being the place from where we read God’s word and share our faith with the whole congregation.  (Alistair 
made the point that he believes everyone has at least one sermon lurking somewhere inside them - scary really!);  the Communion 
Table being the place where we share in Christ’s love and sacrifice for us (we were delighted to have in place our new Communion 
Table specially commissioned by the South West Elders); the people, the community in which we share love and life and ministry.  
The prayers were read by Kate Allan, Marj Warwick, Peter Allan & Judith Newman respectively.  The music was uplifting and 
reflected the theme for the day.  For me it was a great privilege to be involved in the leadership of worship as the liturgist.

Janet Watson-Kruse eloquently thanked the many people who have contributed over time 
to the successful completion of the project.  I can’t possibly reproduce her eloquence, so 
I’m just making a list.  For financial support:  the St. David’s congregation for their generous 
contribution; the South West Guild for the carpeting of the church; presbytery, in particular 
Graham Beattie, for supporting our BOMAR application; synod for their approval of that 
application.  For people power:  Judith Newman for her 
extraordinary dedication to the task of chasing up the 
architect and tradespeople and leadership of the Parish 
Property Development Committee; the PPDC for their 
oversight of the project over many months; the architect 
David Reid; John Stewart Builders, in particular Chris 
& Victor; David Kruse, Peter Allan & Saide Cameron for 
their organisation of numerous working bees; the 40-50 
people who painted, gardened, moved furniture, loaded 
skips, cleaned and did seemingly endless menial tasks.  

Thanks be to God for what we have achieved and what 
is still to come.	                                           Saide Cameron

Original story published in the December 1998  
News & Views, West Brunswick Parish

The Communion Table was brought to the Sydney Road 
site as part of the coming together of St. Andrews & 

South West Brunswick congregations in 2005

Christmas Eve 1998

Blessing the Communion Table, 22-11-1998 
designed & built by Pablo Teves (David’s sister Fiona Howes’ partner).
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> Wall Cross
(St. Andrew’s UC Congregation)

Installed during the ministry of Rev. David Mills for 
Holy Week (year to be researched).

Story to come.
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> Lectern & boxes

(South West Brunswick UC) - July 2000
From the July 2000 News & Views, South West Council report

Last Sunday we used our new lectern and boxes for the first time.  They look great and the 
boxes will be very useful in various ways during worship.

Designed by Brad Welsh, built by Pablo

From South West Church Council Retreat minutes 8th December 1999

* Lectern - Brad will design and meet with Pablo after Christmas.

From South West Church Council Retreat minutes 22nd January 2000

Lectern Design.  Brad handed round design.  Approved by Council.  

** Brad authorised to talk with Pablo and give immediate go ahead.

From South West Church Council minutes 10th February 2000

Lectern negotiation - Brad to contact Pablo, ph. 9354 5917 (Pablo will be back end of Febru-
ary)

From South West Church Council minutes 12th April 2000

Lectern & Font.  Brad is in contact with Pablo who is very busy but is willing to do the work.  
Kylie indicated that Dean Clift is still interested in creating a baptismal font from a red gum 
from the Murray.  He will be consulting with local aboriginal people about the use of the 
wood.  Brad to follow up on design.

The larger box is in regular use  
in the Tower Room Window

The smaller box is used for our Bible 

The lectern was lowered to 
accommodate people of varying heights

The lectern and boxes were brought to the Sydney Road site as part of the coming together 
of St. Andrews & South West Brunswick congregations in 2005.



	
  

	
  

19

> Chapel Cross 
(South West Brunswick UC) - November 2003
In 2003 the worship committee recognised that we did not have a cross in 
the worship space.  Eric Payne (Saide Cameron’s father) was commissioned 
to the make the cross.  The cross was introduced to the congregation during 
worship on Christ the King Sunday, 23rd November 2003.  Ray Gormann 
invited the children to pass the cross around during Children’s Time after 
which it was commissioned for worship.

in use in the 
Chapel Space 

at BUC
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Extract from the April News & Views 2005

The worship committee has been having a wonderful time 
during February and March preparing for all the special 
services held in recent weeks.  Colour and movement 
have been common threads through all of the Holy Week 
services commencing with the processing in of people 
of the new Brunswick congregation with cloths of the 
liturgical colours of white, green, red and purple.  These 
cloths were then used in various ways during the remaining 
Holy Week services.  The Opening Service on Palm Sunday 
carried within it a great sense of celebration as Clare Boyd-
Macrae & Kirsty Bennett welcomed each other and the 
congregations into this new congregation.  Our paper doves 
and people were scattered over the cloths and branches.  
David Mills, chairperson of the Maribyrnong Valley 
Presbytery blessed the team ministry of our minister’s Ray 
Gormann and Richard Arnold.  Richard Johnston, General 
Secretary of the Synod, spoke of how we might convey 
the person of Jesus to the people of Brunswick.  New 
name-tags and Directory’s were distributed.  Ray told the 
children about the trapdoors which they hurried to find 
after worship.  An olive tree was planted by the oldest 
and youngest members of our congregation, Vera Pierce & 
Adam Moorhouse, to mark the occasion.

> Olive Tree
(Brunswick UC) - March 2005

	

	 Olive Tree with commemorative plaque 3½ years on

David Mills with Ray Gormann and Richard Arnold 
presenting the Olive Tree

Richard, Vera, Adam, Jill, Ray 
planting the Olive Tree (later relocated)

June 2024
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> Offering Bowls
(Brunswick UC) - March 2005

Made by Eric Payne
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> Renewal Process
(Brunswick UC) - 2005-2010
Brunswick Uniting Church was formed from the merger of 
several earlier congregations, most recently (in 2005) St. 
Andrew’s and South West Brunswick.

Part of the vision for the 2005 merger was to explore new 
opportunities for vibrant worship and effective ministry to the 
community around us.

In planning for this future we considered how we could better 
use the site, including possible renovations to our worship centre 
and other buildings.

The first step in this Renewal process was the preparation of our 
Concept Statements, which talk about the Values, Treasures and 
Needs that informed our brief to our architect.   The Renewal 
team provided reports in our monthly newsletter from August to 
December 2005.

The resulting works on our properties commenced in April 2010 
and concluded in November of the same year.  Have a look 
at BUC Renewal Process, a collection of pictures and reports 
describing the building phase.  These pages were included in 
our monthly Olive Branch newsletters.

You can also view our Open Day Celebrations.

http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Concept-Statements.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Renewal-process-reports.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Renewal-process-reports.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/BUC-Renewal-Process3.pdf
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Open-Day.pdf
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> Pipe Organ
(Brunswick UC) - 1996-2010

The pipe organ was installed in 1996 at Brunswick 
and had two manuals and 12 speaking stops.  It 
was slightly smaller than the original Taylor organ. 

(An extract from notes prepared in 2001  
by John Maidment for a tour of churches and organs  

in Brunswick on 21 April 2001 as part of the 
 Melbourne International Festival 

 of Organ and Harpsichord.)

On Sunday 25th April 2010 we said & sang 
farewell to the pipe organ in preparation for 
the redevelopment of the worship space.  This 
includes a new opening and welcome area for 
people coming to worship.  This new doorway 
will be located where the pipes for the organ 
currently stand.  Sale & removal of the organ 
was a key component to this particular feature 
of the redevelopment and it has been sold to a 
congregation in Chelsea.  

Although the organ has been played very rarely 
in recent years, and especially since Vera 
Pierce became unable to play, we felt that a 
farewell was in order.  We were pleased to 
engage the services of Ken Peard from Glen 
Waverley to play for us.  Ken played ‘Now rest beneath night’s shadows’ by Paul 
Manz for the Prelude.  We sang ‘And can it be’ to begin worship.  ‘Jesus, I will 
ponder now’, by Paul Manz was played during the offering.  We sang ‘Guide me o 
thou great Redeemer’ (now by UCA Presidential decree - THE GREATEST HYMN 
EVERY WRITTEN) for the final hymn.  To give the organ its final farewell Ken played 
‘Toccata in Seven’ by Rutter and then, in response to calls for an encore, ‘Fanfare’ 
by Lemmens.

 Story first printed in the May 2010 Olive Branch newsletter.

The organ was dismantled for  
relocation to Chelsea Catholic congregation.
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> Music Pit 2010

During a survey of the congregation in 2022 a few people asked why 
our musicians don’t face the congregation, as in some other churches. 
It’s a good question, and it’s worth reflecting on why we “do music” 
the way we do.

At BUC, during our renewal of the worship space in 2010, we 
deliberately made a place for musicians and song leaders within the 
congregation. Like the rest of the congregation, the musicians are 
singing to God (facing the cross) and with the whole community (in 
the round). This was a conscious choice, made after much discussion 
and testing of other options. 

There are many different places for musicians within church spaces, 
each reflecting a different theology of worship. For example: 

•	 In some churches the music comes from a loft, like angels on high.

•	 In other churches, the musicians are on a stage at the front as worship leaders. 

•	 	In others still, the choir is in stalls at the front, facing each other but distant from the congregation (like at Westminster Abbey). 

When our church was built, it had an organ at the front of the church (where the cross is now) to lead the singing. Later, the organ 
and the choir stalls were moved to the back (where the glass entrance is now). During the 2010 renovations, we chose to put the 
musicians where they are now, as part of the community of faith – not elevated on a stage, and not separate from the rest of the 

community. This reflects an understanding of worship in which singing is a whole-
of-church activity. We don’t expect our musicians to be “performers”, but rather 
assistants who help the whole congregation sing more fully.

Related to this, our music team is a roster of volunteers – not professional singers 
or players – and we want everyone to feel comfortable to help lead the music. 
Children, adults who are learning (or re-learning) musical skills, and people who 
just like to sing (even if they are not amazing) are all encouraged to join our music 
roster. To make that work, we’re careful to avoid putting too much pressure on 
ourselves or each other. A space where the musicians are not “on show”, such 
that self-consciousness gets in the way of worship, helps with that. 

Having said all that, we know 
that some BUC members enjoy 
seeing each other’s faces, and 
perhaps especially those of our 
singers. Part of the beauty of 
our “half-round” seating 
arrangement is that there are 
places to sit where that’s 
possible. If you’re one such 
person, feel free to sit across 
from the singers. They’d 
love to see your smiling face 
singing back at them!

Natalie Sims,  
Music Co-ordintor, 

September 2022

Musicians at Brunswick UC: part of the congregation
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> Living Water July 2009

for the Life in the Spirit series 2009
by Libby Byrne

Commenced during worship 19th July 2009

Presented and Dedicated 11th October 2009

Extracts from the August and November 2009 Olive Branches

August

We were greatly privileged on Sunday 19th July to have Libby Byrne as our creative 
contributor to the second of our Life in the Spirit Series.  Libby brought along three 
paintings to inspire us - Potential, The Well and The River of Life.  We were invited into 
times of reflection for each painting with the opportunity to think about our immediate 
reaction, to describe what we could see, to think about how each painting made us 
feel as well as particular questions for each painting.  The framework for the service 
was an extension of the Gospel reading for the day - Mark 6:30-34, 53-56.  Each 
person was given a small canvas on which to make their own personal response while 
Libby began a painting which will be given to our congregation when completed.  

November

Libby Byrne returned on Sunday 11th October with the painting that she began 
during worship in July for the Life in the Spirit series.  This painting has now been 
hung on the wall just inside the main entrance door.  Next time you are at worship 
take some time to really look at this beautiful painting.  We offered our thanks to 
Libby for such an amazing gift.

Find out more about the Life in the Spirit Series

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Life-in-the-Spirit-2009-series.pdf
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> Eva’s photo November 2010

It was Sunday, November 7, 2010. After what surely was another uplifting church service, someone from Church Council very 
kindly approached me and asked if I could take a photo of the church. It had just been newly renovated with a modern red entry and 
an inviting glass front. The photo then should serve as a gift for the people involved in the renovation project. I felt honoured and 
perfectly challenged – this brief went right down my alley. A photo as a present, and I could do what ever I wanted. And spend time 
with a building that had become quite dear to us. 

The deadline was close enough to better get to work at once. I was studying photography in my second year, and the semester with 
all its assignments was coming to a close. Yet, with this special assignment and the day being a Sunday, I felt relaxed and quite 
ahead of my time. So, after dinner that day, I packed my stuff and set off. Klaus took care of Felix and Christina, who were 8 and 7 
years old back then.

The photos in my archive now tell me that I started shooting at 7:48, when the light was dull, the sky overcast. I circled the building, 
admired the geometrical new flowerbeds, photographed the steeple from various angles. With the keys I had been given (what a 
proud feeling!) I opened the new doors to give the photo a more inviting feel. At 8:50 finally the evening sun came out and lit up 
some clouds. That was very exciting! All of a sudden, the sky came to life and it was, as if the whole area around me woke up. Also, 
the warm light from the inside became visible, flooded out and started contrasting with the blue light outside. At 9:30 the scenery 
became perfect, the sky was washed clear and shone in this irresistible translucent blue. The wind blew some nicely shaped clouds 
from West to East (at least that is how it looks when I let the photo sequence pass). I had mounted my camera comfortably on the 
tripod, some centimeters above the ground. So I was laying on the asphalt, peaked up to the towering church building and the sky, 
pressed the shutter and enjoyed. I heard the tram going by and realised that its red lights left a nice trace, if I would allow for a long 
exposure time, so for the next 15 minutes I just played around, quite happily. The photo that I chose in the end was the last one, 
taken at 9:48. After that, I packed up my gear, turned off the light in the church, singing, I think, closed the doors and cycled home!

Ps.: When we came back to Germany in 2015, I found that Monika, my mother in law, had taped the BUC-photo on the inside of her 
kitchen-cupboard. It was touching for me to know that BUC roots had reached out till the Black Forrest and had bridged between us 
for the last 5 years! Klausis mum had lived a life full of work and compassion towards others, deeply rooted in her faith. She  passed 
away last summer. Now, when visiting Klausi´s father about once or twice a week, this photo has merged into a greeting from BUC 
and Monika. 

Eva Rugel, 2016
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>Our Wurundjeri recognition sculpture – telling the story

A vital part of our life in the Uniting Church, and in Australia as 
a whole, is our relationship with our Indigenous brothers and 
sisters. At Assembly and Synod levels there is the Covenant and 
now a revised Preamble; but how should we respond at the local 
level? As one response, Brunswick UC’s Church Council asked 
the Renewal Team to incorporate an appropriate recognition 
of the traditional owners of this land in the renovation of our 
buildings and grounds (2006-10). 

The usual approach, of course, is to attach a standard-form 
plaque to an outside wall, usually near the main door. However, 
we wanted to do something more significant than that – 
something that would catch the attention of people passing 
by and invite their deeper reflection; something that would say 
more about who we are; something that we ourselves could 
relate to in much more interesting ways. As we thought about 
what form it might take, we also felt it should be something 
more “grounded” in the land itself than a sign on a wall. Beyond 

the object itself, it was also important that we develop the 
concept in dialogue with the Wurundjeri and the broader 
Aboriginal community as far as possible.

And so we embarked on what became quite an extended 
process. Patience turned out to be an important component of 
“doing it right”!  Some of the things that stand out from that 
process and the sculpture that emerged from it (just before 
Christmas 2012) are:

•	 Consultation about the concept. When Uncle Ringo 
Terrick, from the Wurundjeri Elders Council, gave a formal 
Welcome to Country at the reopening of the church building 
in November 2010, I spoke with him about our emerging 
ideas. He gave his hearty support to the concept of a 
sculpted boulder of local bluestone surrounded by native 
plants, and seemed happy for us to take it forward from 
there.

We acknowledge and respect 
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, 

the traditional custodians of this land since time immemorial.
We are learning that the land is not ours to own, 

but to look after and that if we listen, 
we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.

Responding to this call, we commit ourselves to work 
for justice, reconciliation, and care of the earth.

(Brunswick UC) December 2012
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•	 Consultations about the text. After developing a draft 
and refining it with Church Council, the whole congregation 
was invited to endorse the text. Just as importantly, we 
sought the views of the UAICC (United Aboriginal and 
Islander Christian Congress) and also the Wurundjeri Elders 
Council. As it turned out, this took a very long time, not 
due to controversy but simply because both groups were 
overwhelmed by other demands on their time. While we 
never did hear back from the WEC, the text was endorsed 
by the UAICC, and we decided to go ahead.

•	 Incorporation of Wurundjeri art. Early on, we noticed 
the work of Wurundjeri artist Mandy Nicholson (nee 
Thomas) across the road at Moreland Town Hall. Mandy 
generously agreed to let us adapt her manna gum leaf 
image, which reminds us of the leaves used by Uncle Ringo 
in his Welcome to Country. Our sculptor was happy to 
collaborate with Mandy in this way, leading to the beautiful 
image that’s etched in the stone under our growing gum 
tree. Mandy’s artistry and Uncle Ringo’s welcome are 
specifically acknowledged in the caption to that image.

•	 Connecting the sculpture with our worship life. From 
the outset, sculptor Anthony Russo suggested that we 
“split the boulder” and have a figurative creek bed winding 
through it. The creek bed can be seen as flowing out from 
(or into?) the baptismal font, and towards (or from?) the 
hustle and bustle of Sydney Rd. The split stone also makes 
me think of the empty tomb with the stone rolled away. We 
have been using the recognition text in worship, and have 
also begun using the sculpture as a starting point in our 
liturgy. 

I’m looking forward to grounding our common life and witness 
around the sculpture in future worship services, and in other 
ways too. For example, sitting around and telling stories 
(“yarning”) is central to Aboriginal cultures. Wouldn’t it be great 
if we gathered at the sculpture to share our stories and hear 
from others? We could do this formally, with organised topics, 
or simply when the mood takes us. We could reflect together 
on different parts of the recognition statement, and develop 
personal and group responses. We could share the story of 
our sculpture with others (for my part, I’ll post this article on 
our website and look into revising it for Crosslight or other 
publications). We could gather at the stone before heading as 
a group to actions for “justice, reconciliation and care of the 
earth.” That’s just a start – what are your ideas?

Let’s continue this telling of stories, sharing of ideas and joining 
together in action, because the recognition project was never 
intended to be fully “finished”. Our recognition statement is 
now quite literally set in stone, and that is a profound witness 
to the community and our own future selves. But its language is 
deliberately liturgical and missional, inviting us to reflect, listen 
and learn – and then sending us out.	
   	
       
	
	
	
	
	
     Shawn Whelan

Story published in the April 2013 Olive Branch
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> Baptism Font - Story
The two year project is complete, noting that this particular 
project is really just one small part of the bigger story that began 
with the merger of two congregations in March 2005 and the 
subsequent Renewal process.  You can read more about these 
stories on our website.

Anyway in January 2011 a small group of people got together to 
talk about liturgical furnishings.  In particular we talked about the 
clear need for a new Baptismal Font.  We had grand ideas that 
we could talk about it, commission someone to design a font, 
possibly build it ourselves and have the whole project done in a 
matter of months.  Well this didn’t happen of course.

Randall Lindstrom returned in February to facilitate a workshop 
to discuss Liturgical Furnishings where the focus was on 
symbols and their meanings.  This workshop was the last of the 
series to be offered by Randall as part of the Renewal Process.  
Two further workshops were held in July & August during 
which Randall encouraged us to consider our Needs, Wants & 
Aspirations for our family of liturgical furnishings, Randall then 
submitted a Liturgical Furnishings Brief which enabled us to 
move to the next phase of the project.  You can have a look at 
this brief on our website:  

After further discussion, and at the request of the Church 
Council, the Worship Committee facilitated a Congregational 
Meeting  to discuss the Brief in February 2012.  We reflected 
on our Aspirations for our family of Liturgical Furnishings.  We 
clarified that the brief seeks to describe our aspirations for a 
family of liturgical furnishings and that, in fact, what we have 
may actually meet these aspirations.  Specifically the meeting 
agreed that at this stage we had no desire to replace our current 
table or lectern.  The focus was to be the Place of Water – the 
font.

The meeting agreed that our family of furnishings needed to 
be simple, expressive of the abundance of God’s love and 
generosity of Christian service, allow a relationship with 
observers and users and that the signs and symbols could 
be approached, engaged with and used.  There was some 
agreement that they be sculptural, warm & relational and have a 
relationship with the worship space.

In discussing the uses of the baptismal font we agreed that the 
place of water should allow for the offering of prayer rituals.  
We agreed that the font should allow for extraction of water 
with a jug, that we want a free standing, movable font and 
that plumbing was not an option.  There was some interest in 
providing for facial immersion and only limited interest in infant 
immersion.

In discussing the container (for the water) we agreed that it 
should be natural and visible and should play a supportive role to 
the sacrament of baptism.  We agreed that we were looking for 
a font that will last up to 30 years.

In a follow up discussion to the meeting the worship committee 
further agreed that our liturgical furnishings, in their current 
diversity, speak of particular times & places in our journey.  
We believe that the new font needs to speak of now, be 
contemporary, not constrained by other pieces but related to 
them, representing the next stage of our journey.  The font 
needs to have aesthetic and artistic merit and speak to us as we 
use the space and also to people who walk past and/or look in.

A Font Task Group (Saide Cameron, Kirsty Bennett, Alistair 
Hunter, Catherine Mullen, Janet Watson Kruse) was formed in 
May  2012 to take this process forward. The above information 
was provided to two designers and, although the designs 
offered were not fully aligned with our interpretation of the 
design brief, we found the process valuable in that it helped us 
to further clarify what we actually wanted.

In October last year we began consulting with Rob Hayley from 
Rob’s Glassworx in St. Andrew’s.  We further refined our brief, 
highlighting particular features we wanted for the base and the 
bowl.  We said that overall we wanted the piece to:  speak of 
now, tell a story now and into the future, be beautiful in shape, 
form & function and to be approachable, accessible and safe.

On 23rd March Catherine Mullen, Ian Ferguson, Kirsty Bennett, 
Saide Cameron & Hannah Denison had the privilege of visiting 
Rob’s workshop.  We were unanimously delighted with the font 
that Rob had designed and created for us, agreeing that it did 
indeed meet all aspects of the brief that we had provided.  It is 
worth noting that Rob provided us with some drawings but then 
decided to create the font anyway with no obligations for us 
to purchase it.  Rob worked closely on this project with fellow 
artisan Peter Marshall who provided the space, equipment and 
expertise to create the base for the bowl.  We hope you love it 
as much as we do, the bowl just begs to be touched - one of the 
key elements of the design brief.

The timing for the conclusion of this journey is incredible.  By the 
time you read this story the font will have been delivered (27th 
March), then dedicated and used for the baptisms of Harry and 
Bruce Heathcote (Easter Day, 31st March).  It’s been quite an 
experience and a very great privilege for all of us to be part of.	
	
	
	
           	
	
	
     Saide Cameron

More stories and  
photos about our  

dedication of the font 
and first baptisms on 

the next page.

April 2013

Story published in April 2016  Olive Branch

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/BUC-Renewal-Process3-final.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/BUC-Renewal-Process3-final.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Liturgical-Furnishings-Brief.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Liturgical-Furnishings-Brief.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Liturgical-Furnishings-Brief.pdf
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On Easter Day 31st March 2013 the worship space was transformed once 
again.  We gathered for worship around our Indigenous Sculpture singing ‘Were 
you there?’, our closing hymn for Good Friday.  The story of that first Easter 
morning was told by Saide and Ian proclaimed the powerful Easter greeting ‘Christ 
is Risen’.  We prayed and then followed Olivia and Genevieve as they lifted our 
symbolic river of water and carried it in to lay around our new Baptismal font.  

The font was dedicated, the bowl filled to the brim for the very first time by Barry 
& Glenice.  Ian prayed & joyfully sprinkled the water over the congregation.  

With great joy we celebrated the 
baptisms of Harry & Bruce Jackson 
Heathcote, sons of Emily Jackson 
& Andrew Heathcote.  

Once again Olivia & Genevieve 
picked up the blue cloth, inviting 
us into the Worship space.  They 
draped the blue cloth over the 
cross, the table was laid for our 
celebration of communion and 
flowers brought into frame the 
space and scatter over the map of 
the world.

Ian’s sermon picked up the 
theme of catastrophe through an 
exploration of a key character from 

the first book of the series of the ‘Game of Thrones’ and the first part of the trilogy of ‘Lord of the Rings’, reflecting on eucatastrophe 
and discatastrophe, asking us what does our faith tell us today?  We prayed again for the world and celebrated Holy Communion.

> Baptism Font - Dedication

Story published in May 2013  Olive Branch
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>Advent Candle Drum wreath December 2013

In the first year of Rev Ian Ferguson’s ministry his brother re-purposed an old hot water unit to create a unique wreath to place our 
Advent candles in.  The wreath is used most years for the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  At the conclusion of his ministry Ian 
gifted the wreath to our congregation commenting that this was its true home.  

Advent 1, 1/12/2013 Advent 1, 30/11/2014 Advent 1, 29/11/2015

Advent 4, 24/12/2017 Advent 4, 23/12/2018

Advent 4, 22/12/2019

Advent 4, 20/12/2020
worship pre-recorded during COVID lockdowns

Advent 4, 19/12/2021
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Advent 2, 4/12/2022 Advent 3, 15/12/2024
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>Liturgical cloths March 2014

What are the liturgical colours and why do they matter?
Each season and particular days in 
our liturgical calendar have a colour 
associated with them. 

The colour is listed against each day in 
the Revised Common Lectionary.

White - Christmas, Baptism of Jesus, 
Transfiguration of Jesus, Easter,  
Trinity Sunday, All Saints Day,  
Reign of Christ Sunday

Purple - Advent, Lent

Green - Epiphany, After Pentecost

Black - Good Friday

Red - Pentecost Sunday,  
UCA Anniversary, Ordinations, Inductions

When the two 
congregations 
(South-West 
Brunswick and 
St. Andrew’s) 
combined to 
become Brunswick 
Uniting Church in 
2005 we gathered 
outside and processed down the aisles holding long cloths in 
these liturgical colours.  It was a wonderful sight.  

 
Purple always featured strongly during Lent and Advent.  

However, colours for the other seasons didn’t receive the same amount of attention.  Late in 2013 the worship committee thought it 
would be a good idea to routinely and explicitly pay attention to the liturgical colours throughout the year.  Saide Cameron’s mother, 
Thelma Payne, agreed to assist with preparing the cloths. The initial focus was for the chapel space used for lighting tapers for 
personal prayer after worship.  A cloth for the Bible stand was added to the project and left over pieces became a lovely way to 
connect the lectern with the cloth story.  				       See photos below and next page

This gift was acknowledged in the April 2014 Olive Branch

The table in the Chapel space on the west side of the church has received some attention 
in the form of cloths in liturgical colours (purple, green, white, red and black) and acrylic 
sheets. We hope that the enhancement of this particular space will bring a greater sense of 
sacredness as we offer our personal prayers for the world, others and ourselves. Thanks to 
Saide’s mother Thelma and to David Cameron* for their work on this mini project.  

* David’s contribution was providing acrylic sheets to cover the cloths.  We now use a sheet of glass to cover the cloth. 
Over the years a couple of the cloths have gone missing with Nicole Batch creating the required replacements. 

Thelma later made the two long black satin cloths that we use on Good Friday.

Read Liturgical Colours from Liturgy Brisbane to find out more about the meanings of the colours 

Epiphany 5 - 8/2/26 After Pentecost 6 - 5/7/26

https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/resources/liturgy-lines/liturgical-colours-1/
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Easter Day 2024 Christmas 2 - 5/1/25

Good Friday 2026 Good Friday 2022

Lent 4 - 21/12/25 Lent 1 - 9/3/14

UCA Anniversary 19/6/22 UCA Anniversary - 21/6/26
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>Sleeper June 2014

An Australian response to Asylum Seekers
by Mick Turner

Anonymous donation

Dedicated during worship 

on Refugee Sunday 22nd June 2014

A focus for Prayers of the People

Extracts from the worship committee report in the July 2014 Olive Branch

We were delighted that the anonymous gift of the print ‘Sleeper’ was ready to be dedicated during worship on 22nd June, the 
Sunday that concluded Refugee Week.  ‘Sleeper’, a print by Mick Turner, is about the Australian response to asylum seekers.    It is 
one of two prints that were on display earlier in the year outside Bakehouse Studios, 27 Hoddle St. Richmond as part of an Artists 
in Residence program auspiced by Bakehouse.  The Prayers of the People on 22nd June were shaped by and responded to the print. 
Thank you to the very generous donors of the print.

Wow - what an incredibly rich service 
this was.  Ian began by honouring the 
37th Anniversary of the UCA inviting 
four children to come forward and hold 
a lit taper in recognition of the three 
traditions (Congregational, Methodist 
and Presbyterian) that formed the Uniting 
Church and then a fourth for the UCA as 
we are today.  These four tapers came 
together to light the Christ Candle.  

We sang as we moved to the Gathering Space to celebrate 
the baptisms of Mohsen Rahim, Reza Nabaviyeh, Reza & Nadia 
Hosseini and Richard Phelan.  The liturgy was offered in both 
English and Persian.  The elders then gathered to offer blessing, 
laying their hands, as each of them were also confirmed as 
members of the Uniting Church in Australia.

During the time of Blessing and Sending Ian presented the baptism 
candles, certificates and Bibles.  
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March 2015> Community Rainbow
Our Community Rainbow was inspired by the theme of Lent in 2015 and the Asset 
Based Community Development workshop hosted by the Centre of Theology & 
Ministry in late 2014.  A number of the BUC people who  participated subsequently 
joined the Justice & Mission (JAM) Committee.    

The Sydney Road Street Party (SRSP), held annually on the 1st Sunday in March, 
is an opportunity to open our doors to people who come for the party and to be a 
presence on the street.  We had done this in a variety of ways since becoming BUC 
in 2005.

In our preparations for the 2015 party the JAM committee wondered how we 
might draw on the assets of our community (people, gifts and skills) to develop a 
wider community project.  Alongside this the worship committee was inviting the 
congregation to follow the theme of covenanting through the five Sundays in Lent using the rainbow as a common symbol.  Each 
week we reflected on a theme linked to one of the colours of the rainbow.  It was an easily creative leap to come up with the idea of 
creating a rainbow project for the party. 

We are grateful to Olivia Potter for designing the rainbow, 
Dave Kruse for building the frame for the rainbow and 
Lucy Hardman for overseeing the task of collecting 
rainbow coloured pieces of fabric and setting it all up 
for passers by to add in pieces of cloth.  We were very 
amused when we realised at the end of the party that the 
rainbow colours had been reversed.  Almost every year 
since 2015 the rainbow has been out on the street with 
an invitation for people to write a message in response to 

a prompt.  It has been such a joy to witness the engagement by the SRSP community and to read their stories.  
Read the story here

2016 - Love no strings attached

2016 - Love no strings attached
We focussed on spreading God’s unconditional love, using string, hearts and teapots! 
Love for ALL our neighours be they asylum seekers, LGBT individuals, Muslims, poor 
and miscellaneous!  Hearts were attached to the rainbow, postcards and book marks 
were handed.  Fi Bottcher wrote in the April Olive Branch ‘In the garden, it was won-
derful to see the rainbow getting some love and attention. It even had its own brush 
with fame with a camera crew choosing to use it as a backdrop for an interview! I love 
that for these guys it was our rainbow that symbolised the colour, joy and festivities of 
the street.’

Image created by Ann Soo

2017 -  
Because love matters
We invited the community to join us 
in praying for justice.  

The invitation was to write a 
message about something you 
care about. Lots of people wrote 
messages of care on butterflies.

... because love matters ...
Praying for Justice

Join us as we explore different 
ways of responding to the needs 
of the world.

Open Studio
What does Brunswick mean to 
you?  Help make a collage and 
be part of the story.

Devonshire Tea
Step into the Olive Way and 
enjoy some free hospitality in a 
place of rest and welcome.

Love & Food in Brunswick
Enjoy a free performance with SROC at 2pm in the worship space

Welcome
Our worship space is open, 
please come in, look around, 
listen to the music, light a taper.

www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au

Read the story here

Read the story here

2018 - Listen
We invited people to 	reflect on 
‘Listening at the rainbow’ and 
to post something they would 
like people to hear/ take away a 
message which speaks to them.

Read the story here

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2015.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2017.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2016.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2018.pdf
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2019 - Respect
We asked three simple questions
What does respect mean to you?
Who or what do you respect?
How do you show respect?

Read the story here

2020 -  
Care for Creation
The JAM committee and Climate 
Action Group invited people to 
respond to the question  ‘How are 
you responding to climate change?‘

Read the story here

The Sydney Road Street Party was not held in 2021 and 2022 due to the COVID pandemic.

2023 -  
What do you care about?
Lots of people took the time to write a 
note to share what they care about on our 
rainbow.   

Read the story here

2024
We were unable to display the rainbow as a result of not booking our street scape on time.   
The Food Co-op and Love Makes a Way offered a presence.  Read the story here

2025 - What do you want 
to celebrate?
We invited passers by to write a message 
on our rainbow in response to the 
questions ‘What gives you joy?’, What do 
you want to celebrate?’.  Read & see the 
responses here. 

Read the story here

Story collated March 2025,  
celebrating 10 years of our rainbow, 

to be updated annually

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2019.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2020.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2023.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2024.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Rainbow-offerings.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Rainbow-offerings.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2025.pdf
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April 2016> Safe Church Recognition Certificate
On Sunday 17th April, the Moderator, Dan Wootton joined us for worship to present our congregation with a Safe Church 
Recognition Program Certificate.  Inviting Dan and representatives of different parts of the congregation where the work has been 

done, Ian said ‘Our congregation and the Uniting Church 
more widely is standing up for the Culture of Safety in the 
Church’.  During his sermon Ian proclaimed ‘Today in our 
service we focus on one particular stand we are called to 
take as the Uniting Church, the whole church, in light of 
the Royal Commission into institutionalised child abuse and 
all that we already knew before it.  Jesus calls us saying 
stand up, stand up against abuse in all its forms.  Stand up 
to power used corruptly, destructively.  Stand up for justice 
and healing.  Stand with the vulnerable, the abused.  Stand 
up as a community of compassion and hope.  Stand up in 
love for one another and our neighbours.  Stand up into the 
community of the new creation.  Stand up as I stood up 
says Jesus to his church.’

Our congregation began this journey in 2013 when the Church Council appointed Helen Rowe to review existing Safe Church 
Policies. In 2014 Helen was appointed as our Safe Church Contact person and project leader for implementation of UCA Safe Church 
policies and documentation.  She was ably assisted in this task by Tim Winkler, our then Children, Youth & Young Adult Elder and 
Julie Perrin, CY&YA Co-ordinator.  Together they worked on policy development, procedures for risk management plans, Sunday 
Morning program enrolment and attendance, volunteer screening and monitoring the currency of WWC checks, facilitated Safe 
Church training and developed a Code of Conduct for volunteers across all programs.  2015 was a year of consolidation of processes 
and procedures for Children & Youth programs in particular.  Recognizing that our duty of care extends to all vulnerable people we 
strategically began to refer to this work as developing a Culture of Safety.  Safe Church training was and continues to be provided for 
church leaders, volunteers in Children & Youth Programs and our Olive Way Outreach program and congregation members involved in 
a range of pastoral care related activities.  

Our documented evidence was submitted for consideration early in 2016 and we 
are delighted to be the second congregation in the Synod to receive the Certificate 
of Recognition.  In his presentation Dan commented on the significance of the 
event and said ‘Central tenets of Christian discipleship are love of God and love of 
neighbour.  The way to express that love is to ensure that all people feel cared for 
and safe within the Christian community, especially those who are vulnerable.’  He 
commended the Church Council for taking the initiative to ensure that safeguards 
have been put in place for prevention of abuse.  He said that ‘displaying the certificate 
sends a message to children, parents and the community that this is a safe church to 
worship and enjoy each other’s company.’

Ian concluded the presentation by thanking Helen, Tim and Julie for 
their work and acknowledged Fiona MacDowall who has taken on the 
role of Sunday Morning Program secretary to assist with administration 
of rolls and enrolments.  He encouraged us to ‘stand up into the 
policies in order to bring about a Culture of Safety here’, reminding us 
that ‘it’s about how we love one another, that’s what this is all about’.  
We shared the traditional baptismal commitment in response and 
participated in a Psalm 23 prayer walk around the church.

You can view the certificate and listen to the whole presentation here.  
The certificate is also now accessible via our website home page and 
displayed in the Gathering Space.

Saide Cameron

Dan Wootton, Shawn Whelan, Anita Brown-Major, Julie Perrin, Helen Rowe, Leanne Salau 
Moderator, Church Council Chair, CY&YA rep.,  C&H Co-ordinator, Safe Church Contact, Olive Way rep.

He leads me beside still waters
Story published in May 2016  Olive Branch
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> Pentecost Sunday - Fabric of our Community
Our Church tower room is awash with the Pentecost colours of red, orange, yellow and white and currently displays a felted and 
textured wool piece created by all members of our congregation on Pentecost Sunday (15th of May).  Pentecost challenges us to 
consider unity and diversity in equal measure and celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit. To capture this, the process of felting 
became symbolic as strands of wool and silk were merged using soapy water to create a single piece of fabric. It was a celebration 
of individuals coming together to form one body and one community of believers. We were reminded of Acts and the events of the 
early church when the spirit descended like a dove upon the disciples. 

A group gathered at BUC the day before Pentecost Sunday to lay the foundation piece. This 
piece measured 3 metres in length and consisted of five layers of unspun dyed wool called 
wool rovings. Pieces of white silk were dyed a rich brown and integrated with the fibres. 
The result was a cloudlike formation which lay perpendicular to the communion table during 
Worship on Pentecost Sunday. The children scattered handmade white felt doves across its 
length in response to the readings and the story. All members of our congregation followed 
by adding embellishments of wool and silk to the foundation piece before a vigorous process 
of felting took place during morning tea.  It was a delight to witness so many participants 
saturating the piece with soapy water, rolling and throwing the felt into its final form.  It was a 
genuine community based activity and rewarded by the interaction and joint creation of this piece. 

The felted piece will 
be a table runner for 
our communion table. 
It is temporarily being 
displayed in the tower 
room symbolising the fabric 
of our community which 
celebrates both unity and 
diversity. 

Ann Soo

June 2016
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> Pentecost Sunday - Worship
We gathered for 
worship on Pentecost 
Sunday, 15th May.  
Looking out over the 
congregation offered a 
delightful view of people 
variously clad in red in 
celebration of the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.  We 
experienced audio and 
visual reminders of the symbols of the Holy Spirit - wind and flame - leading into Olivia’s 
offering of a breathtakingly beautiful Call to Worship.

The acknowledgement of country was offered followed by prayers of adoration and 
confession during which we introduced a Swahili prayer response which means 
‘Come, come Holy Spirit, come.  Jacky joined the musicians to lead the response.

Ian engaged the children in the telling of the gift of the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts 
with whirlies, percussion and the whole congregation calling out ‘God is love’ three 
times.  Ann explained the amazing felting project and invited the children to place 
doves on the prepared felt.

Having listened together to the story of the Tower of Babel 
from Genesis Ian reminded us during his sermon that the 
activity of Pentecost is seeing, hearing and speaking.   He 
asked us ‘So what do you see?  Listen, what do you hear?  
Speak what will you say?’  We responded coming forward 
to lay our own threads on the Pentecost cloth.  During the 
Prayers of the People we prayed that God would waken us 
with fire, lighting a candle for the world, the church and 
the community.

Olivia sent us out with this blessing

Let us go out into the world’s infinite complexity of systems and scales 
knowing that where there is a division, two boundaries also touch to meet.
In this space, rests the Holy Spirit, listening. 

And perhaps if we open our hearts, we may hear God’s response, 
calling us in a language, known to us, 
ready to inspire creativity, generation and learning. 
Unifying through diversity.

Go to look, listen and speak with the blessing of God
the Source, the Word and the Breath of love. Amen. 				  

	 	             	             			              Saide Cameron
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> Story Chairs
At Church Camp ‘Love - No Strings Attached’ the program included craft activities.  One of them was decoupaging the little chairs 
for the Sunday Morning  Program.  

We had a great 
afternoon at church 
camp with many 
hands on deck 
working on them. 
The chairs are 
themed: so far 
we have the 23rd 
Psalm, Bike riding, a prayer chair, food and graces, a couple of chairs depicting Bible stories 
and  a couple of chairs of Jesus stories. 

When people ask me where the pictures come from they are both surprised and bemused by 
my answer. I confess I am cutting up old Sunday School materials, but people seem to get 
it when I say I would rather the pictures are being looked at on chairs than closed away in 
little-used books!

The task is fairly labour intensive 
in the preparation but the actual 
placing and pasting is quite 
meditative and pleasurable. The 
results are delightful which we 
hope will be enjoyed by children 
and adults alike.

Julie Perrin, C&Y Co-ordinator

June 2016

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/2016-Camp.pdf
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> No Direction

Johnny Salameh’s piece ‘No Direction’ was deeply moving.  In his Artist Statement Johnny offered the following reflection:

I sought refuge in Australia in 2013 after escaping war-torn Syria.  I practice art since childhood and had experimented with various 
media and styles none of which I own after escaping Syria.  In these art works I use natural materials that speak the stories of refuges 
and the asylum seekers.

Being a Melbourne resident, that enables me to resume my artwork in addition to designing creative furniture using wood and other 
organic and recycled material which are locally and sustainably sourced.  Moreover, I have my own project specialising in garden and 
landscaping design and maintenance which merges my passions for art and nature.

‘No Direction’ is made from all-natural organic material (wood shavings, tree-skins and mixed media) which I have recycled and saved 
from landfill. My artwork expresses the agony and suffering of refugees and asylum seekers who have escaped death, persecution 
and war in the hope of seeking a peaceful welcoming place for them and their children.

The Justice & Mission Committee recommended that this artwork be purchased.  With approval from Church Council ‘No Direction’ 
has hung in the west side Chapel Space since June 2018.

We have continued to engage with this work in a variety of ways over the years.

October 2017

In 2017 the BUC Arts committee hosted ‘What is Creativity?’, our inaugural exhibition.  The prompt offered to artists was  
“What does creativity mean to you?” What processes help you engage creatively with life? What would you like to share with your 
community that might inspire the creativity of others?  

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/what-is-creativity/
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> Communion Chalice and Plate November 2018

Any hope for Palestine now, or ever? 
It was such a privilege to welcome Areej Masoud to speak 
on the topic ‘Any hope for peace in Palestine now, or ever?’  
Areej is a Palestinian Christian born in Bethlehem, who 
lives with minutes from the birthplace of Jesus.  Currently, 
she works as the Development and Communications 
Department Coordinator at Bethlehem Bible College.

Our congregation was a foundation sponsor for the Palestine 
Israel Ecumenical Network Tour which saw Areej speak to 
a lot of people in a variety of settings over three weeks.  
Our ‘Glitter Balls & Big Hair – Musical Bingo’ event in 2017 
raised  $3,446.15 which, with a further anonymous $3,000 
donation, was a significant and welcome contribution to the 
tour.  

During worship Areej thanked us for our welcome and our 
sponsorship of the tour.  She then presented Ian with a 
beautiful communion chalice and plate made of olive wood from Jerusalem.

Tim Budge, former Executive Officer of the PIEN network introduced Areej, speaking 
of her many speaking commitments and that the impact she has made in the brief 
time she has been in Australia speaking about her life in Palestine and for Palestinian 
Christians.  Areej began by commenting that living in Palestine is not easy.  She said 
that when she returned at the age of 7 that she noticed almost immediately the 
impact of occupation on her life and the resulting restrictions.  She shared what a 
normal day is life including severe water restrictions, the walls that are her daily view, 
of intentionally looking for the soldiers who are often no more than 18 years old, of 
disruptions at work caused by tear gas, of the hours that in can take to get to work 
which is only a 15 minute drive from her home and ultimately having to give up her 
job because of the hours that she had to miss.  She commented that she has never 
celebrated Easter in the Holy Sepulchre.  

Areej shared an experience of seeking to go through a checkpoint to an appointment 
and being asked for documentation that is not normally required.  In the midst of the 
soldiers’ screaming and wanting to scream herself she asked herself ‘How can I love 
my enemy in this situation?’.  Having learnt that loving her enemy means holding them 
accountable for their acts of harm to others and themselves, she took a breath to 
calm down and noticed that the soldier had the words ‘love, humanity, 
peace’ tattooed on his arm.  She said to him ‘you have a nice tattoo’.  
She said he stopped screaming and said, ‘okay just once you can pass’.  
Areej commented this is a form of creative resistance that she uses as 
a Palestinian Christian.  She concluded by reminding us that our policies 
have an impact on the lives of Palestinian Christians and that we can 
speak up and make a difference.  

A recording of Areej’s presentation and question time is available here.

Saide Cameron, 2/11/18 
from the November 2018 Olive Branch and also on the BUC website. 

https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/pien-areej
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/any-hope-for-palestine-now-or-ever/
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The sculptural crucifix, made from  a single eucalyptus tree by an unknown Healesville artist is the possession of Reverend Rod and 
Mrs Beth Horsfield. 

It has been on permanent loan to the Brunswick Uniting Church via the agency of the Reverend Ian Ferguson since April 2023.   

From Rod Horsfield 7/2/23

... I have used it in various places over the years and it usually makes a striking image during Lent/Passion Week and Easter.

I am promoting it because I think it is a unusual piece of art and speaks to the meaning of the crucifixion in a modern artistic way.

******************

The crucifix hangs in the west-side chapel space alongside the table where people light tapers for their own prayers each Sunday.

The crucifix was a key feature of our Good Friday service 
in 2023 as we moved through the Stations of the Cross. 

See the Holy Week 2023 Olive Branch, pages 5-8, for the 
Good Friday story.

> Sculptural Crucifix February 2023

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Holy-Week-2023.pdf
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> Candle Holders April 2025

Have you ever wondered where the candle holders that we give 
to people who are baptised and confirmed come from or why 
we give them?

At the conclusion of a service of baptism and confirmation each 
person receives a candle and certificates with these words:

... you belong to Christ, the light of the world.
Let your light so shine before the world
that all may see your good works 
and give glory to our God. 

The candles are a symbol of this.  Recipients are encouraged to 
keep the candle somewhere prominent and, if they wish, to light 
the candle for special occasions.

The previous South West Brunswick congregation originally gave 
painted pottery candle holders because the sister of one of our 
members was a creator.  When these were no longer available 
my father, Eric Payne, started providing them, created on his 
wood lathe.  He was already doing this for the St. Andrew’s 
congregation in Shepparton.  After many years Dad was no 
longer able to use his wood lathe and so my uncle offered to 
provide them for us, his daughter (my cousin) also helped out 
and then later our daughter Rachel (then David) took over the 
task.  

After Dad died nearly ten years ago Mum downsized and we 
found lots of candle holders which Mum was happy for us to use 
and then when she moved into Aged Care in 2023 even more 
were found. Mum’s 12 grandchildren were given the opportunity 
to choose one to remind them of Dad’s love and creativity.  The 
rest were gifted to BUC.  Aida and Arash received the last of 
Dad’s candle holders on Easter Day. (Darcy had received one on 
30th March.)  With Rachel currently unable to use her lathe she 
taught Ray how to use it and so Ray’s first ever candle holder 
with given to Bala.  A mulit-generational creative offering.

To make this story even more special 
when Cath brought the new Easter 
Candle to the Dawn Service she 
discovered that it didn’t fit in our 
usual candle holder.  Cath had made 
the candle from melted down Christ 
Candles from previous years.  After a 
quick search of the cupboards I found 
a candle holder made by Pop, my 
grandfather, another gift from Mum’s 
downsizing.  

And so on Easter Day we had a multi-generational collection of 
candle holders from my family in use.

Saide Cameron,  
a personal story first published in the Holy Week 2025 Olive Branch
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> Inclusive Children’s corner March 2026

The Children’s area on the east side of the church behind the pews was 
revitalised by Matilda McClintock, Children, Youth and Young Adult Corner.  
The story below was first shared in the e-newsletter for  
YG Engage: Younger generations news, resources, and updates.

Brunswick Uniting Church revitalised our children’s corner in January 
2026. The aim was to make it a sensory-friendly, appealing space with a 
range of activities for a range of kids … 

I grew up with a tablecloth cubby lovingly sewn by my mum, and me and 
siblings loved to tuck ourselves away in it to play. Low sensory spaces like 
tents are great places for kids who are sensorily overwhelmed to relax 
and self-regulate. It was a joy to design and sew a tablecloth cubby for 
BUC, which now provides other young kids with a space to hide away in. 

Themed colouring-in sheets help children and adults alike connect to 
worship in a tactile but mindful way. A corkboard displays recent artwork, 
the bookshelf has been tidied up, and we have blocks and other toys for 
quiet floor play. There’s a couch, cushions, blankets and soft toys available 
for comfort, and a range of child-sized tables and chairs. Plus, there are 
often multi-sensory activities to accompany the theme of the week.

There’s always a friendly adult face around to help engage kids, and 
welcoming packs with stickers, pencils, a notebook, and a story to offer 
new children worshipping with us. We try our best to celebrate that 
children’s silence is louder than adult’s silence, and that having young 
people in the worship space 
with us brings unexpected 
noise – as well as unexpected 
joy – to our Sunday mornings. 
We’ve had a number of 
new young families join us 
for worship since making 
these changes, and it is 
such a blessing to see our 
intergenerational community 
gathering together each week. 
Thanks to all the contributors 
who work to make our 
Children’s Corner a welcoming 
space! 
                   Matilda McClintock

https://victas.uca.org.au/youth-resource-archive/

