
Share a song you love
Each Sunday during Lent 2025 we were offered stories about how and why people were nourished in their faith through a song.

Lent 1 - 9/3 Natalie began the ‘Share a Song you love’ series 
talking about Kyries and why she 
likes them.  She explained that 
Kyrie is a Greek word ‘Lord have 
mercy’, that it goes as far back 
at the Lord’s Prayer and is shared 
by all churches around the world 
and all denominations.  Natalie 
then taught us a Kyrie from Ghana 
written by Dinah Reindorf.

Lent 2 - 16/3 Matilda McClintock 
spoke about her baptism and the song 
‘The summons’.  Matilda talked about 
first hearing this song at a KUCA 
camp, hearing it as a call to action and  
later noticing its relevance in relation 
to her parents’ work in Bangladesh.    
More recently the sang gained a special significance for Matilda 
as she realized that she didn’t need to have all the answers to 
be baptised.  It was sung at her baptism in Tasmania in January.

A Pleasant Sunday Afternoon of Songs and Stories of Faith 

On 27th April 2025 
approximately 20 people 
spent a lovely afternoon 

together in the cosiness of the Merri St. Hall singing songs 
and sharing stories.  The event was inspired by David Rees’ 

suggestion to worship committee that we 
have a Sunday morning service singing 
together along the lines of Songs of Praise. 
After some discussion and it evolved 
into this event.  Natalie Sims welcomed 
us and invited those who had offered a 
song to share their story.   A very special 
guest for the afternoon was Vilma Collard 
accompanied by Barb & George.

We started with a gathering song and concluded with a sending out song singing many other lovely songs between.  We heard of 
songs that moved those who offered them, why they have a particular meaning, the feelings and memories they evoked.  Songs 
that invited us to gather, to meditate, to celebrate, to be joyful.  We were accompanied in our singing by Natalie, Courtney Rohde, 
James Balsillie and Shawn Whelan.  We sang:  Gathered here, Stay with me, He is our peace, Wellsprings, The heart of worship, 
Lord of the Dance, Abide with me, Who would true valour see, Don’t be afraid, Dreams & Visions, Nothing is wasted, All will finish 
well, Be still my soul and Alone in the garden.  After a very pleasant 90 minutes of singing we moved to the Olive Way for afternoon 
tea provided by Saide & Ray Cameron.  

Lent 4 - 30/3 As we prepared to baptize 
Darcy, Rosie O’Reilly shared her family’s 
strong connection with the song ‘For you Deep 
Stillness’ 
speaking 
first of 
growing 
up in 
Darwin 
and 
the connection with the imagery offered in 
this blessing and then of it being sung at 
her mother’s funeral ten years ago, then her 
younger brother’s funeral, and for their, Rosie 
& Rohan’s, wedding.  She said ‘I think this song 
does what really good church music should do. 
It takes a moment and  lifts it up and it gives it 
depth and meaning.

Lent 5 - 6/4 Kerry Pierce offered a 
recording 
of the song 
‘No longer 
slaves’ 
speaking 
of how it 
became 
her mantra 
at a difficult time in her life in 2019 
with family and ministry challenges.  
She said ‘I found this particular song, 
the two meditative themes, soothed 
my soul a little’.  Kerry invited us to sit 
and meditate hoping that we might 
find and hear something for ourselves 
in it.  

Lent 3 - 23/3 Celebrating our 20th 
Anniversary as 
a congregation 
Barry Cook 
shared a 
thought about 
a hymn we 
sang at the first 
service of the 
new congregation. Barry spoke of, as 
a Methodist, being inspired by the 
preaching of John Wesley and the hymns 
of Charles Wesley and commented ‘That 
day we sang “O for a thousand tongues 
to sing”. So much of the meaning of that 
Hymn is reflected in the life and witness 
of Brunswick Uniting Church today. May it 
long continue.

Saide Cameron
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