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March 2015> Community Rainbow
Our Community Rainbow was inspired by the theme of Lent in 2015 and the Asset 
Based Community Development workshop hosted by the Centre of Theology & 
Ministry in late 2014.  A number of the BUC people who  participated subsequently 
joined the Justice & Mission (JAM) Committee.    

The Sydney Road Street Party (SRSP), held annually on the 1st Sunday in March, 
is an opportunity to open our doors to people who come for the party and to be a 
presence on the street.  We had done this in a variety of ways since becoming BUC 
in 2005.

In our preparations for the 2015 party the JAM committee wondered how we 
might draw on the assets of our community (people, gifts and skills) to develop a 
wider community project.  Alongside this the worship committee was inviting the 
congregation to follow the theme of covenanting through the five Sundays in Lent using the rainbow as a common symbol.  Each 
week we reflected on a theme linked to one of the colours of the rainbow.  It was an easily creative leap to come up with the idea of 
creating a rainbow project for the party. 

We are grateful to Olivia Potter for designing the rainbow, 
Dave Kruse for building the frame for the rainbow and 
Lucy Hardman for overseeing the task of collecting 
rainbow coloured pieces of fabric and setting it all up 
for passers by to add in pieces of cloth.  We were very 
amused when we realised at the end of the party that the 
rainbow colours had been reversed.  Almost every year 
since 2015 the rainbow has been out on the street with 
an invitation for people to write a message in response to 

a prompt.  It has been such a joy to witness the engagement by the SRSP community and to read their stories.  
Read the story here

2016 - Love no strings attached

2016 - Love no strings attached
We focussed on spreading God’s unconditional love, using string, hearts and teapots! 
Love for ALL our neighours be they asylum seekers, LGBT individuals, Muslims, poor 
and miscellaneous!  Hearts were attached to the rainbow, postcards and book marks 
were handed.  Fi Bottcher wrote in the April Olive Branch ‘In the garden, it was won-
derful to see the rainbow getting some love and attention. It even had its own brush 
with fame with a camera crew choosing to use it as a backdrop for an interview! I love 
that for these guys it was our rainbow that symbolised the colour, joy and festivities of 
the street.’

Image created by Ann Soo

2017 -  
Because love matters
We invited the community to join us 
in praying for justice.  

The invitation was to write a 
message about something you 
care about. Lots of people wrote 
messages of care on butterflies.

... because love matters ...
Praying for Justice

Join us as we explore different 
ways of responding to the needs 
of the world.

Open Studio
What does Brunswick mean to 
you?  Help make a collage and 
be part of the story.

Devonshire Tea
Step into the Olive Way and 
enjoy some free hospitality in a 
place of rest and welcome.

Love & Food in Brunswick
Enjoy a free performance with SROC at 2pm in the worship space

Welcome
Our worship space is open, 
please come in, look around, 
listen to the music, light a taper.

www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au

Read the story here

Read the story here

2018 - Listen
We invited people to 	reflect on 
‘Listening at the rainbow’ and 
to post something they would 
like people to hear/ take away a 
message which speaks to them.

Read the story here

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2015.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2017.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2016.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2018.pdf
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2019 - Respect
We asked three simple questions
What does respect mean to you?
Who or what do you respect?
How do you show respect?

Read the story here

2020 -  
Care for Creation
The JAM committee and Climate 
Action Group invited people to 
respond to the question  ‘How are 
you responding to climate change?‘

Read the story here

The Sydney Road Street Party was not held in 2021 and 2022 due to the COVID pandemic.

2023 -  
What do you care about?
Lots of people took the time to write a 
note to share what they care about on our 
rainbow.   

Read the story here

2024
We were unable to display the rainbow as a result of not booking our street scape on time.   
The Food Co-op and Love Makes a Way offered a presence.  Read the story here

2025 - What do you want 
to celebrate?
We invited passers by to write a message 
on our rainbow in response to the 
questions ‘What gives you joy?’, What do 
you want to celebrate?’.  Read & see the 
responses here. 

Read the story here

Story collated March 2025,  
celebrating 10 years of our rainbow, 

to be updated annually

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2019.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2020.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2023.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2024.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Rainbow-offerings.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Rainbow-offerings.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sydney-Road-Street-Party-2025.pdf

