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A Service of Induction – Rev. Cath James 
Brunswick Uniting Church 

Sunday 19 March 2023, 2pm 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                             

HYMN: Uyai mose (Come all you people)    

Uya-i mose, tina-ma-te Mwari 
Uya-i mose, tina-ma-te Mwari 
Uya-i mose, tina-ma-te Mwari 
Uya-i mose zvino 
 
Come all you people,  
Come and praise your Maker, 
Come all you people,  
Come and praise your Maker, 
Come all you people,  
Come and praise your Maker, 
Come now and worship the Lord. 
 
Come all you people,  
come and praise your Saviour… 
 
Come all you people,  
come and praise the Spirit…  
 
WELCOME, GREETING & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY  

The Presbytery of Port Phillip West has resolved to induct Cath James to serve as the Minister of the 
Word for Children, Youth & Young Adults in the congregation of Brunswick Uniting Church. We 
rejoice that God has called you by the voice of the Church to serve Jesus Christ in this congregation 
and presbytery. 

We acknowledge and respect  
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land  
since time immemorial.  
We are learning that the land  
is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen,  
we may hear in it 
the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
Responding to this call,  
we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  
 

I welcome you all to this joyful occasion,  
and greet you in the name of God: 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.    
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

In baptism we are claimed by God, 
and given the gift of the Holy Spirit 
that we may live as witnesses to Jesus Christ  
and share his ministry in the world. 
We have not always lived  
as Christ’s disciples.  

Let us confess our sins: 

with sung response: Kyrie Eleison (TiS 736 Ukrainian orthodox) 

For when we have failed  
to live out our baptism:   

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie, eleison, Kyrie eleison 

For when we have been  
blind to the vision of a renewed world:  

Christe eleison, Christe eleison,  

Christe eleison  

For when we have been  
indifferent to the suffering of others:  

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie, eleison, Kyrie eleison 

In your mercy, pardon and restore us, 
that bound together in the ministry of Christ we may serve you with joy 
all the days of our life. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting our sins against us,  
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us: ‘Your sins 
are forgiven.’ 

Thanks be to God. 

Through baptism,  
the sign of the cross is upon you.  
Remember your baptism and be thankful. 

As members of Christ’s body, the Church, we will live out our baptism,  
serving together in Christ’s name.  

Ian: After baptisms at BUC, we invite the children to come forward and sprinkle water on the 
congregation as a remembrance of baptism.  Ian invites children to do so. 

The Service of the Word 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE:  1 Samuel 16:1-13, Oliver Turner 

GOSPEL READING:  John 10:11-18, Bridie Turner   

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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PREACHING OF THE WORD:  Rev Alister Pate  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

We believe in God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

We proclaim Jesus Christ,  
the crucified and risen One,  
confessing him as Lord 
to the glory of God the Father.  

In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we acclaim Jesus  
as the Lord of the church,  
the Head over all things, 
the beginning of a new creation.  

We acknowledge that  
we live and work between the time  
of Christ’s death and resurrection  
and the final consummation  
of all things which he will bring. 

We are a pilgrim people,  
always on the way  
towards a promised goal;  
on the way Christ feeds us  
with words and sacraments,  
and we have the gift of the spirit  
in order that we may not lose the way.  

We will live and work within the faith  
and unity of the one holy catholic  
and apostolic church,  
bearing witness to that unity  
which is both Christ’s gift and his will.  

We affirm that every member  
of the church is engaged  
to confess the faith of Christ crucified.  
Together with all the people of God,  
we will serve the world  
for which Christ died,  
and we await with hope  
the day of the Lord Jesus.  

Song: Are you a shepherd? MV 126   

1.  Are you a shepherd,  
good shepherd who leads us 

safely through dangers,  
while calming our fear? 

Are you a father  
who shelters and feeds us, 

shares in our laughter  
and wipes away tears? 
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Yes, you are shepherd,  
parent and teacher, 

but you are greater than all that we know. 
Holy and living, loving and giving, 
God, you are with us wherever we go. 
 
2.  Are you a mother,  

good mother who bears us. 
comforts, protects us  

and helps us to rest? 
Are you teacher who daily prepares us, 
challenging students to offer their best?  
 
3.  Great, gentle shepherd,  

forever beside us, 
lead all your children  

in paths that are right. 
Great, loving parent, 

 wise teacher, you guide us. 
We want to love you  

and bring you delight.  
  

The Service of Induction 

Cath, my sister in Christ, 
you are called to be a servant  
and a shepherd in this congregation.  
It is your work to preach Christ’s gospel, 
to call people to repentance, 
to assure them of God’s mercy,  
and to baptise. 
You will teach, inspire and encourage, 
both by word and example, 
the people entrusted to your care. 
You will lead them in worship, 
and celebrate the Lord’s supper with them. 
 
You will take Christ the Good Shepherd  
as your example, caring for his people  
and serving with them 
in their witness to the world. 

In view of this solemn trust, 
we ask you to reaffirm 
the declaration of faith and obedience 
that you made at your ordination 
and to show that you desire, by God’s grace, 
to continue your ministry in this congregation. 

Do you confess anew Jesus Christ as Lord? 

I do. 

Do you embrace the faith and unity  
of the holy, catholic and apostolic Church,  
as set forth in the scriptures of the  
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Old and New Testaments, expressed  
in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds  
and described in the Basis of Union? 

I do. 

Do you accept the discipline of the Uniting Church and the oversight of this Presbytery? 

I do. 

Do you affirm and commit yourself  
to the covenant made between 
 the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress and the Uniting Church  
and accept the obligation  
to serve both First and Second peoples? 

I do 

Will you take part in the work of this Presbytery and other councils of the  
Uniting Church, and will you share  
in the life and witness of the wider Church? 

I will. 

People (Joel, Raffa & Sofia Hallinan & Steph Gesling) representing the congregation and reflecting  
the diversity of the people for whom the minister will have pastoral responsibility come forward.  
They bring a Bible, water and bread. One of them says: 

Joel We are the people of God. 
We bring the holy Bible, and water, and bread and wine as signs of the ministry to which you were 
ordained. 
 
Matilda We have come representing the Congregation of Brunswick and the children, youth and 
young adult ministries for which you will have oversight. It is your duty to care for the people 
entrusted to you. 

The Pastoral roll and symbols of ministry (rainbow for SMP, Werewolves cards for Youth Group, 
cross for Student House) are presented by (Clementine and Harriet Loynd, Briain Dixon).  
The representatives return to their places.       

SONG Lord Listen to your children praying (ATG 575) 

Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Lord, send Your spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Send us love, send us pow'r,  

send us grace.  
 

INDUCTION PRAYER       

The minister to be inducted kneels and the chairperson says - 

Let us pray:  Almighty God, 
in every age you have chosen servants 
to speak your word and lead your people. 
We thank you for Cath 
whom you have called to serve you. 
Fill her with the Holy Spirit 
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and give her gifts for this ministry. 
May she have the same mind that was in Christ Jesus,  
and be a faithful disciple, 
being an example to the people of God 
and witnessing before the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Aaronic Blessing is sung by the people (AoV.177) 

May God bless and keep you,  
May God’s face shine on you; 
May God be kind to you  
and give you peace. 
 

DECLARATION OF INDUCTION  

In the name of Jesus Christ, 
the sovereign Head of the Church, 
and by the authority of the Presbytery of Port Phillip West,  
we now declare Cath to be inducted into the Congregation of Brunswick. 

The people sing the doxology (Tune TiS 768 (ii)) 

Praise God, the Source of life and birth. 
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth. 
Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame. 
All glory, honour to God's name! Amen. 

The people sit. 

The Response 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
the Church declares that its members 
shall acknowledge Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, confess the Christian faith, 
accept the discipline of the Church 
and share in its ministry. 

THE PRESBYTERY 

Members of the Presbytery are invited to stand  

Will you support your sister Cath 
in the discharge of his responsibilities 
as a minister of the Word within this Presbytery? 

We will, in the love of Christ. 

THE PEOPLE       

The Congregation Chairperson (Kate Scull) comes forward and invites the Brunswick congregation 
to stand, and addresses the newly inducted minister: 

Cath, I greet you as our new minister.  
I present to you the people of God in this congregation, ministers with you in the gospel,  
and I commend them to your prayers. On their behalf, I greet you. 
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The chairperson addresses those standing:       

Will you take part in the public worship of God, and contribute to the work of God as you are able;  
will you endeavour to make a Christian witness in the community by word and action? 

We will, the Lord being our helper. 

Will you honour Cath as your pastor and leader; will you listen for God’s word in her proclamation;  
will you welcome her into your homes; will you provide for her that which is necessary  
for her physical welfare; and will you at all times support her with your love and prayers? 

We will, the Lord being our helper. 

The people sit. 

OTHER CHURCHES AND FAITHS 

In her ministry here at Brunswick  
Cath will work alongside her Uniting Church colleagues, 
 as well as the leaders and members of the Brunswick congregation.  
She will also have as colleagues and  
co-workers in Christ the leaders of other local Christian churches.   
We invite local clergy who have been able to join us today  
to come forward and greet Cath.   

RESPONSE  

Cath makes a brief response.  

OFFERING  

SONG:  Jesus is waiting (Tune In) 

1.  We are the dream that’s longing  
always to be free 

we are the story not complete 
we look for healing from paralysis of fear 
we are the ones who know defeat,  
we are the ones who know defeat 
 

but Jesus is waiting, Jesus is listening, Jesus is present, Jesus creating 
 
2.  We are the lame who look for  

ways to walk anew 
we are the blind who cannot see 
we are the friends who watch  

the sick from on the roof 
we want to interrupt the scene, 
we want to interrupt the scene 
 

while Jesus is working, Jesus is healing, Jesus forgiving, Jesus is leading 
 
3. Come be our liberator,  

bless and make us free 
come be the light upon the shore 
come be the freedom for the  

prison of our time 
come now and open up the door,  
come now and open up the door 
 



 8 

and Jesus is knocking, Jesus is saving, Jesus is working, Jesus is waiting 
Jesus is knocking, Jesus is waiting, Jesus is healing, Jesus creating 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Hugh God of justice, love and peace 
we offer our prayers for this earth, our home 
for all people and creatures, plants and lands 
suffering under the weight of oppression 
born of greed, ignorance, anger and hate. 
We hold before you our aching hearts, 
our commitment to be your witnesses in the world. 
We give thanks for the prophets of ancient days 
and the prophets of our time calling us 
out of the darkness to be your pilgrim people. 
 
Clare Christ our Saviour, Good Shepherd and healer 
we offer our prayers for the church and all her leaders 
for all who gather to worship and follow you. 
We pray for the many people and organizations  
who work quietly and faithfully to give glory to your name. 
We hold before you our commitment  
to work for justice and to share bread with the hungry. 
We give thanks for the guidance and leadership of 
our President Sharon, our Moderator David, 
our Presbytery leaders and the Ministry Team here. 
 
Colleen Holy Spirit, breath of God, present with us now 
we offer our prayers for our community near and far.  
Today we pray for Cath and her family 
that they may know your love and support in this time of change. 
We hold before you our great joy and delight 
that you have called Cath to this work in your name. 
We give thanks for her commitment to putting love of God and neighbour 
at the centre of her ministry and the daily choices that she makes. 
May she be your living voice and a light for all to see.  
 
… And now let us pray as Jesus taught his disciples: 

Our Father in heaven,                           
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

SONG:  Lead me on 
Though I walk through the valley 
Of the shadow of death 
I will fear no evil 
While I feel your breath 
Though I may stumble 
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And fall in disgrace 
Shine your light and lead me on 

Chorus (echoes in brackets) 
(Lead me on) 
Like a child  (Lead me on) 
Walkin’ down  (Lead me on) 
Through the dark and shadows 
Lead  (Lead me on) 
Lead me on (Lead me on) 
Lead me to the other side 
 
Surely goodness and mercy 
Shall follow me 
And I will live in your house 
As long as life can be 
Though I may stumble 
And fall in disgrace 
Shine your light and lead me on 
 
Chorus 
 

The Sending Forth of the People of God 

BLESSING                     

As we leave this celebration to share  
in the mission of God in the world  
I solemnly charge you:  
to continue in the community of faith; 
the apostles’ teaching,  
the breaking of bread and the prayers; 
to proclaim by word and example  
the good news of God in Jesus Christ; 
to seek Christ in all people,  
and love your neighbour as yourself; 
to strive for justice and peace  
and respect the dignity of every human being. 

Generous God, 
touch us again with the fire of your Spirit, 
and renew in us all  
the grace of our baptism,  
that our lives may profess true faith in you  
and show the wideness of your mercy towards the world you love. 
We offer our lives to you in Jesus’ name. Amen 

And the blessing of God who is 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  Asithi Amen, TiS 704) 

Asithi:  Amen, siyakudu misa 
Asithi: Amen, siya kudu misa. 
Asithi: Amen, Baba, Amen, Baba, 
Amen, siya kudu misa. 
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Sing Amen:   
Amen, we praise your name, O Lord 
Sing Amen:   
Amen, we praise your name, O Lord. 
Sing Amen:  Amen, amen, amen, amen, 
amen, we praise your name, O Lord. 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you for joining us, and thank you to… 
 
Liturgist:  
Rev. Paul Blacker 
 
Bible readers:  
Bridie Turner 
Olive Turner 
 
Reflection:   
Rev. Alister Pate 
 
Inductee 
Rev. Cath James 
 
Presentation of symbols:    
Steph Gesling 
Joel, Raffa & Sofia Hallinan 
Briain Dixon 
Clementine & Harriet Loynd 
 

Prayers of the People: 
Hugh Brown 
Clare Keogh 
Colleen Coath 
(written by Saide Cameron) 
 
Musicians:   
Shawn Whelan  
(co-ordinator) 
Sam and Hudson Coath 
Harriet and Clementine 
Loynd 
Rosie O’Reilly 
Elaine Potter 
 
Postlude Song: Postlude 
Song: Lord, listen to your 
children praying, Words and 
Music by Ken Medema.  

© 1973 Hope Publishing 
Company. Reproduced with 
permission under ONE 
LICENCE # 604502 
Musicians:  Natalie Sims, 
Daniel Whelan, Shawn 
Whelan 
 
Images:  
Ian Ferguson 
 
Editing / Production: 
Saide Cameron 
Ray Cameron 
Ian Ferguson 
Cath James 
Heather Loader 
Mal Rowe 
Jamie Thom 
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