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Order of Service – 16/10/2022 – Pentecost 19 

Opening verse  
I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? Psalm 121:1 

Gathering, Greeting and Call to Worship Ian 
Lord listen to your children praying (ATFG575) 
 

Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Lord, send Your spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.  

 

SONG: Words  and Music by Ken Medema. ©  1973 Hope Publishing Company.  
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

 

Here on Wurundjeri country we gather to worship the living God. 
 

Our land is alive with the glory of God; 
desert sands hum and gum trees dance. 
Brown grasses sing 
and mountains breathe their stillness. 
All created things add their rhythms of delight 
and even stones rap out their praise. 
Let our voices mingle with those of the earth; 
may our hearts join the beat of her joy, 
for God’s word of love is written on our hearts, 
Christ is with us,  
the Spirit is in us and among us. [UIW2alt] 
 

Let us worship God and sing … 

Gathering Song:  Down to the river to pray 
 

As I went down to the river to pray 
Studyin’ about that good ol’ way  
and who shall wear the starry crown 
Good lord, show me the way 
 

1.  O sisters let’s go down 
Let’s go down, Come on down 
O sisters let’s go down, 
Down in the river to pray  Chorus 

 

2.  O brothers let’s go down 
Let’s go down, Come on down 
Come on brothers let’s go down, 
Down in the river to pray  Chorus 

 

5.  O sinners let’s go down 
Let’s go down, Come on down 
O sinners let’s go down, 
Down in the river to pray  Chorus 
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SONG:  Down to the River to Pray, Traditional African American Slave Song  

Acknowledgement of Country 
Wominjeka 
 

We acknowledge and respect  
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land  
since time immemorial.  
We are learning that the land  
is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen,  
we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  

Welcome and Introduction  Ian 
Today we hear and sing Psalm 121, a great affirmation of God’s loving support in our lives. And 
I will be reflecting on the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus. 
Welcome to everyone who is watching the livestream. We are joined today by the Altona 
Meadows/Laverton UCA congregation watching the livestream together in their church. 
Greetings to you friends and to everyone worshipping with us remotely wherever you are and 
however you are today.  

Prayers of Adoration and Confession Ian 
Look into your heart … 
 

Creator and lover of us all, you have written your word of love on our hearts with divine artistry: 
 

written in the pattern of life blood flowing; 
 

written like the sun writes the day, 
and the stars punctuate the night; 
 

written in the smile on a baby’s face; 
 

written along the path of a falling tear; 
 

written with a touch as gentle as a dove’s wingbeat, as graceful as a flame dancing,  
as vital as a seed sprouting, as powerful as a womb contracting.  
 

So you have written your word of love, and so our hearts are moved to love you,  
and to love one another as you have loved us in Christ Jesus.  
 

And yet we are also moved to confess that your heart-written love has not always been 
reflected in our words, nor has it shaped all our actions; it has not been the sole motivating force 
in the relationships of humanity with you, with one another and with the earth. 
 

Our hearts cry with repentant sorrow as we see and hear the discord  
between what you have written and what we have done.  
 

Heal us we pray, recreate us as the children of your love. Amen. 
 

Word of Grace 
This is the best of all: 
when we are empty, God fills us; 
when we are disheartened, God is compassionate’ 
when we are wounded, God brings healing; 
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when we confess our failure to love, God forgives. 
 
In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ,  
our sin is forgiven.  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 121  Claire 
Children forward to learn song.  
 

Response: Going Out and Coming In https://www.psalmimmersion.com/psalm-121 (scroll down) 
 

Going out and coming in the Holy One keeps us  
Going out and coming in the Holy One sings  

 

Words and music by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
©2016 Worldmaking.net (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Licensed via OneLicense.net, CCLI and Worldmaking.net. Contact: Richard@worldmaking.net.  
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills;  
from where is my help to come?  
My help comes from the HOLY ONE,  
the maker of heaven and earth.  
The HOLY ONE will not let your foot be moved,  
and the One who watches over you will not fall asleep.  
Behold, the One who keeps watch over Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

Going out and coming in the Holy One keeps us  
Going out and coming in the Holy One sings  

 

It is the HOLY ONE who watches over you;  
the HOLY ONE is your shade at your right hand,  
so that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  
The HOLY ONE shall preserve you from all evil;  
the HOLY ONE shall keep you safe.  
The HOLY ONE shall watch over your going out and your coming in,  
from this time forth forevermore.  
 

Going out and coming in the Holy One keeps us  
Going out and coming in the Holy One sings  

With the Children  Ian and Blessing 
Ian introduces Blessing, the director of the pageant this year, and they have a conversation 
including:  
What do you do as a job? 
You recently played a role as a church pastor – how was that?  
You’ve been coming to our church since 2018 – what was church like for you when you were 
growing up as a child?  
Tell us about the Western Edge community arts collective.  
What should the children expect when working with you? 

Song 
Reprise Going Out and Coming In as Children move to their activity.  
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Going out and coming in the Holy One keeps us  
Going out and coming in the Holy One sings  

Epistle Reading – Philippians 2:5-11 Semisi 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Gospel Reading – John 15:12-17 Semisi 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

Reflection Ian 
Includes a video streamed on Ian’s phone from the lectern. This video will not be able to be 
included in the live stream. Ian will direct the livestream audience to where they can view it.  

Offering with Song Ian 
What a friend we have in Jesus TIS590 
 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus 
all our sins and griefs to bear, 
what a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer; 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
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all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations, 
is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 
Jesus is our only refuge: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
in his arms he'll take and shield you, 
you will find a solace there. 

 

SONG:  What a friend we have in Jesus, by Joseph Scriven,  
from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 

Offering Prayer 

Prayers of the People Clare 
Hello, my name is Clare, and I’ll be reading the Prayers of the People this morning. At the end 
of the prayers, we will sing, “Lord, listen to your children praying”. I will then take the Christ 
Candle to the chapel space for you to light your own candle for your prayers during the last 
song or after the service.  
 

Creator God, we come before you today with hearts that are aching. Aching at the suffering of 
the world. We look around us at all that is occurring, and cry out in frustration: when will the 
hardships  end? It is enough to make one feel helpless and discontented.  
 

Yet we know that even in the depths of despair, You are present with us. Help us to see Your 
light even when there appears to be none. Help us to move beyond our discontent, to see the 
ways we can love one another through action… and so brighten up our corner of the 
community, and therefore, the world.  
 

[pause] 
 

God, hear the cry of our hearts at the conflicts of the world. For the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, 
now in its eighth active month. We pray for a just resolution that prioritises peace and safety for 
the communities affected.  
 

We also continue to pray for the ongoing situation in Iran, which is being felt deeply by Persian 
communities across the globe, including in our own church. May the veil of silence be lifted, and 
the oppressive regime be brought low. We pray for woman, life, freedom in Iran.  
 

[pause]  
 

Life-giving God we pray for our natural world. We pray for communities in the grip of flood and 
severe weather conditions across the east coast of Australia. May they find the assistance 
needed to recover swiftly, and may we do what we can to support one another. 
 

These recent weather events are yet another heartfelt reminder of the urgency of action on 
climate change. In the lead up to COP27, let us pray that our leaders and governments around 
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the world come together and commit to strong action. And let us pray that we can hold them 
and their commitments to account – for it is one thing to make grand statements, and another 
thing to act on them.  
 

[pause] 
 

Finally, we pray for our church community. During these challenging times, may we love one 
another as Christ commanded us. May we see those who are in particular need of Christ’s 
compassionate care and draw the circle of community around them.  
 

We also pray for the children of BUC and those called to support them, as we continue our 
process to call a new Children, Youth and Young Adults Pastor. 
 

[pause] 
 

We pray all these things, as well as the secret prayers of our hearts, in Jesus’s name.  
Amen.  
 

Reprise: Lord listen to your children praying (ATFG575) 
 

Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Lord, send Your spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.  

Notices 

Sending Song 
The shape of the Cross (Tune In) 
 

O Spirit God to you we pray 
For the healing of the nations 
Within this space extend your grace 
For the healing of our neighbours. 
 

1.  Love enter our shattered world of tears 
Soothing the pain of all our loss 
Breaking the locks on all our fears 
Forging the truth inside our years 
In the shape of a cross. 

 

2.  Love enter our marvellous refrain 
Silently saving what was lost 
Lighting the spark of hope and faith 
Bring your forgiveness to our day 
In the shape of a cross. 

 

3.  Love enter our lives at darkest hour 
Be with us as we count the cost 
Wanting to follow where you lead 
Painting the picture of your power 
In the shape of a cross. 
In the shape of a cross. 
In the shape of a cross. 

 

SONG:  The shape of the Cross, © David Brown, 4/2004, from Tune In, Brunswick Uniting Church Songbook,  
Used with permission  
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Blessing and Sending Ian 
 

Thank yous  
Thank you for joining us, and thank you to… 
 
Liturgist & Reflection:  
Ian Ferguson 
(Minister of the Word) 
 
Bible readers:  
Claire Foley 
Semisi Tapueluelu 
 
Children’s time:   
Ian Ferguson 
Blessing Mokgohloa 
 
Prayers of the People:  
Clare Keogh 
 

Musicians:   
Alistair Hunter 
(co-ordinator) 
Brad, Sam and  
Hudson Coath 
Glenice Cook 
Catherine Leslie 
Melvin Tan 
 
Images:  
Ian Ferguson 
 
Editing / Production: 
Ray Cameron 
Saide Cameron 
Ben Hon 
Alistair Hunter 
Owen Sun  

Postlude Song:  Lord, 
listen to your children 
praying, Words & music by 
Ken Medema,  
from All together for good, 
(575) ©1973 Hope 
Publishing Company  
Reproduced with 
permission under ONE 
LICENCE # 604502 
Musicians:  Natalie Sims, 
Daniel Whelan, Shawn 
Whelan 
 
 

 

Closing verse:  
I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? Psalm 121:1 

 


