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Order of Service 14/8/2022 

Opening verse:  
Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7) 

Gathering, Greeting and Call to Worship Natalie 
Good morning, and welcome. 
As we prepare to worship, let’s take a moment to arrive here. Settle in to your seat, look around 
to see where you are and who you are with. Close your eyes, if you like, and listen to the 
quietness, and the hum of traffic and trams. Be present here, in this house where you are 
welcome in this place.  
Let’s stand and sing together as we welcome the word and the light. 
(Ian and Matilda bring in the Bible and light the candle during the first verse) 

Song of praise: All are welcome, MV01 Natalie 
 

1.   Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell  
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

 All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

2.   Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

 

5.   Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

 
SONG:  Let us build a house, by Marty Haugen, from More Voices, United Church of Canada, Woodlake 

Publishing Inc. Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Acknowledgement of Country Natalie 
We acknowledge and respect the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land since time immemorial.  
We are learning that the land is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen, we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  



2 
 

Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation, and care of the earth.  

Welcome and Introduction  Natalie 
Good morning, my name is Natalie and I welcome you all as we worship together both in person 
and online. Thank you for joining us. 
This week we will celebrate new members joining our community in a Welcoming Ceremony. 
We’re also going to explore a challenging reading from Luke which says that Christ comes, not 
to bring peace, but to bring division. And we’ll ask the question of what this means for us.  
After the service, please join us for morning tea and a chat in the hall after worship. 

Prayers of Adoration and Confession possibly using Psalm 82 Natalie 
During our prayer of Confession, I have focused on words from Psalm 82, a challenging Psalm, 
where God sits in judgement!  Let us pray. 
 

Holy God, Three-in-One, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, 
We know that you are a God of justice, 
Who created a world of intricate complexity and interdependent wholeness, 
With earth, sea and sky,  
Fish and sea monsters, plants, birds, animals, and humanity,  
You declared it all good, 
And you commissioned us to care for it. 
To look after the earth, 
To watch out for each other, 
And to speak up for the voiceless. 
We thank you and praise you for the gift of this earth,  
For the beauty that surrounds us, and 
For the relationships that enrich our lives. 
We belong to you. 
 

But Holy God, through the Psalmist, we hear your Spirit asking us: 
why is the world so broken? 

why do we allow profits to come through exploitation? 
why do we allow gaps between rich and poor to increase further? 

why do we continue to uphold those who have done wrong to others? 
 

And Christ, who overturned the tables in the temple, we hear you call on us 
to give justice to those on the margins, 

to maintain the right of the poor, 
to rescue the weak and needy, and  

to deliver them from those who exploit. 
 

Loving God, we turn to you: the problems we see are overwhelming, too many for us to solve.  
Holy Spirit, we turn to you: we hold our world before you, with all its division.  
Jesus Christ, Lamb of God: heal our sorrow, take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.  
Amen 
 

Siblings in Christ, do not despair.  
Jesus came into a world that was broken, speaking for the powerless,  
challenging the powerful, and suffering death on a cross. Hear the good news of our faith: 
Through Christ, in Christ, and because of Christ, our sin is forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Bible Reading: Welcoming passages Matilda 
Hebrews 13:1-2 
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. 
 

Mark 10:13-16 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never 
enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

Matthew 10:40-42 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; 
and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the 
reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

John 13:33-35 
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews 
so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

With the Children  Ian 
Focusing on welcome 

Welcoming Song:  Come to the Banquet, ATW475  
 

Come to the banquet there's a place for you. 
 

1 Though you maybe have no money;  
Though you maybe feel unworthy;  
In your strength and in your weakness;  
You are welcome, come. 

 
Come to the banquet there's a place for you. 
 

2.   See, you are an honoured guest 
From constant serving you may rest 
So sit you down, be fed and blessed 
For you are welcome, come 

 
Come to the banquet there's a place for you. 
 

3 Woman, wise one, mother, maiden,  
See your plate with food is laden;  
And your place is set and waiting;  
You are welcome, come. 

 
Come to the banquet there's a place for you. 
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4 Worker, father, little boy, 
Old man or youth without employ, 
Come rest your worry, here is joy, 
And you are welcome, come. 

 

Come to the banquet there's a place for you. 
 

5 Whether you've been lost or faithful; 
Whether you've been wise or wasteful; 
Here's a place of rest and grace, 
And you are welcome, come. 

 

Come to the banquet there's a place for you. 
 

6 Here is one who runs to meet you;  
Loving arms stretched out to greet you;  
Do not let your fear defeat you.  
You are welcome, come. 

 

SONG:  Come to the banquet, by Fay White, from All together whatever, Open Book Publishers,  
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Welcoming Ceremony Ian 
In his letter to the Romans, Paul writes:  Welcome one another,  just as Christ has welcomed 

you,  for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7) 

 
Let us glorify God now by welcoming those who have come to be part of our community in 
recent times. 
 
Welcomees come forward 
 
Introductions 
Each person being welcomed (very briefly): 
1. Introduce yourself by name. 
2. Where have you come from? 
3. Why have you decided to make BUC your spiritual home at this time? 
 
Questions 
To those who are being welcomed:  
“Do you name the Brunswick Uniting Church congregation as your community of faith?   
I do. 
 

“Do you commit to actively participating as the Spirit calls you within this community?” I do. 

 
To the congregation:  
“Do you joyfully receive these people as fellow travellers along the way of discipleship?”  
We do 
 
“Do you commit to maintaining the life of faith together with them as a community of Jesus 

Christ?”  We do. 
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Blessing Song  
MV214  May God’s sheltering wings 
 

May God's sheltering wings,  
her gathering wings protect you. 
May God's nurturing arms,  
her cradling arms sustain you. 
And hold you in her love, 
And hold you in her love.  

 

SONG:  May God’s sheltering wings, by Judith Snowdon, from More Voices, United Church of Canada,  
Woodlake Publishing Inc. Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Gospel Reading: Luke 12:49-56 Christine 
“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a baptism with 
which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one 
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 
they will be divided: 
father against son 
and son against father, 
mother against daughter 
and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is 
going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will 
be scorching heat’; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance 
of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 

Reflection Ian 

Offering with Song: Send down the fire of your justice, AoV2-164 Ian 
 

Send down the fire of your justice, 
Send down the rains of your love; 
Come, send down the Spirit, breathe life in your people, 
and we shall be people of God. 
 

Call us to be your compassion, 
Teach us the song of your love; 
Give us hearts that sing, 
Give us deeds that ring, 
Make us ring with the song of your love. (Refrain) 
 

Call us to learn of your mercy, 
Teach us the way of your peace; 
Give us hearts that feel, 
Give us hands that heal, 
Make us walk in the way of your peace. (Refrain) 
 

Call us to answer oppression, 
Teach us the fire of your truth; 
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Give us righteous souls, 
'Til your justice rolls, 
make us burn with the fire of your truth. (Refrain) 
 

Call us to witness your Kingdom, 
Give us the presence of Christ; 
May your holy light 
Keep us shining bright, 
Ever shine with the presence of Christ. (Refrain) 

 

SONG:  Send down the fire of your justice, by Marty Haugen, © copyright 1989 GIA Publications. Inc. As One 
Voice, Vol 2, Willow Connection Pty. Ltd.  WORD OF LIFE 

… 
Offering Prayer 

Mission Spot 

Prayers of the People Simone 

Notices Natalie 

Sending Song Natalie 
We will now sing one of the great hymns of the church. The words, from Charles Wesley, are 
old and poetic. They call for God’s fire to come and provide light and energy to our hearts when 
they have grown cold and tired. Let us join the great cloud of witnesses in singing this song 
together! 
TiS572 (tune i: WILTON) O thou who camest from above 
 

1.  O thou who camest from above 
the pure celestial fire to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart. 

 

2.  There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return, 
in humble prayer and fervent praise. 

 

3.  Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up thy gift in me, 

 

4.  ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat, 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make the sacrifice complete. 

 
SONG:  O thou who camest from above, by Charles Wesley, from Together in Song, Harpers Collins Religious,  

CAL LICENCE NO. 3275. UNAUTHORISED COPYING PROHIBITED 

Blessing and Sending Ian 
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Sending Song: Amen siya kudu misa, TiS704 
 

Masithi:  Amen, siyakudu misa 
Masithi: Amen, siya kudu misa. 
Masithi: Amen, Baba, Amen, Baba, 
Amen, siyakudu misa. 
 

Sing Amen:  Amen, we praise your name, O Lord 
Sing Amen:  Amen, we praise your name, O Lord. 
Sing Amen:  Amen, amen, amen, amen, 
amen, we praise your name, O Lord. 

 

SONG:  Masithi Amen, by S. C. Molefe (Africa), from Together in Song, Harper Collins; © 1991 © 1991 Lumko 
Institute 

Thank yous  
Thank you for joining us, and thank you to… 
 
Liturgist: 
Natalie Sims 
  
Bible readers:  
Christine Hornby 
Matilda McClintock 
 
Children’s time:  
Ian Ferguson 
 
Reflection:   
Ian Ferguson 
 
Prayers of the People:  
Simone Alesich 
  

Musicians:   
James Balsillie 
(Coordinator) 
Joel Hallinan 
Nicole Lowe 
Elaine Potter 
Bronte Potter 
Courtney Rohde 
Melvin Tan 
 
Postlude Song:  Freedom 
is coming, South African, © 
The Iona Community, from 
All together okay (355), 
Openbook Publishers; 
Reproduced with 
permission under ONE 
LICENCE # 604502 

Musicians:   
Helen Burnham, Sheryll 
Coulson, Hannah Denison, 
Ian Ferguson, Jessica 
Kvansakul, Kate Scull, 
Natalie Sims, Daniel 
Whelan, Shawn Whelan 
 
Images:  
Ian Ferguson  
 
Editing / Production: 
Jane Allardice 
Hugh Brown 
Michael Cameron 
Ray Cameron  
Saide Cameron 
Shawn Whelan 

 

Closing verse: 
Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7) 
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