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Order of Service – 29/5/2022  Easter 7 C 
Reconciliation Sunday 

https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/posters-and-resources/  

Opening verse:    
John 17:22 May they be one 

Gathering, Greeting and Call to Worship 
Welcome to worship. Thank you for continuing to wear masks to protect the vulnerable and 
support our health workers. In these challenging times we continue to be grateful for the 
opportunity to worship in person and online, so welcome today in this space and in your homes 
or wherever you are.   
 

I’m Jenne leading worship this more reflective service with Ian, Lucy, Clare, Tim and the 
musicians led by Matthew. 
 

Let’s breathe into the space together, holding and acknowledging all that has taken place in 
recent weeks and looking towards the future with hopeful hearts. And let’s affirm our hope in the 
Easter proclamation:  
 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed 
Alleluia! 
 

Let us worship God and sing… 
 

Bible carried in and candle lit during song. 

Gathering Song 
Gathered Here NCH742 
 

Gathered here in the mystery of this hour.  
Gathered here in one strong body. 
Gathered here in the struggle and the power.  
Spirit draw near.  

 

SONG:  Gathered here, By Phil Porter ©1990 , from New Century Hymnal, Pilgrim Press. Reproduced with 
permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Acknowledgement of Country 
As we gather here on the unceded lands of the Wurundjeri people, let us remember all the 
peoples of this land now called Australia.  

https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/posters-and-resources/
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We acknowledge and respect  
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land  
since time immemorial.  
They have never ceded sovereignty. 
 

We acknowledge that the First Peoples  
had already encountered the Creator God  
before the arrival of the colonisers; 
the Spirit was already in the land,  
revealing God to the people  
through law, custom and ceremony. 
 

We are learning that the land  
is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen,  
we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  

Introduction 
Today in National Reconciliation Week we are asked to, “Be Brave. Make Change.” First 
Nations people are asking everyone to make change beginning with brave actions in their daily 
lives – where they live, work, play and socialise. To help us engage with this theme today we 
hear Jesus’ prayer for unity among his people in John 17, and we go to prison with Paul and 
Silas in Acts 16 to learn about liberation. As Second peoples, we are being liberated by God 
to walk in unity beside First Nations Peoples on the path to justice.  
Let us stand and sing in praise of our creator. 

Song of Praise:  A voice is heard, NCYC99 
 

Chorus: Come let us praise our God, 
Come let us sing for joy, 
With a heart of thanks we give honour 
You are a mighty God, 
You are the source of life 
Creator God we give praise 

 
1. From the deepest seas (a voice is heard) 

From the highest hills (a voice is heard) 
From the rich dark earth (a voice is heard) 
All creation sings! God is heard!  Chorus: 

 
2. Through the darkest night (a voice is heard) 

Through the breaking dawn (a voice is heard) 
Through the heart of life (a voice is heard) 
All creation sings! God is heard!  Chorus: 

 
SONG:  A voice is heard, by Trisha Watts & Monica O’Brien © Willow Connection 1998, from It all depends, NCYC 

‘99 Songbook, Uniting Church in Australia, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 
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Prayers of Adoration and Confession  Jenne 
Let us pray… 
 

God Divine, One Spirit of this earth and creation, we praise you for your love known here on this 
country through the ancient peoples who have nurtured, embraced, and cared for your creation. 
We praise you for giving us courage to be brave and to act with them for righteousness, justice, 
fairness, and equality. We pray for a shift of love in Australia, that the changes in this past week 
may open for us a new path of reconciliation, guided by your love and desire, manifested in the 
life of your son, Jesus. 
 

We have often known but not acted. Forgive us, O God, when we have not been courageous in 
action, not fully embracing the gift of the Statement from the Heart, not listening to its wisdom & 
cries for justice. God help us to be brave and make change though truth and love.  
 

We thank you that you are a loving liberating God who opens our hearts and forgives our 
inaction and lack of courage. Give us your healing, as we strive to act.  
 

We claim this in your son’s name. Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 

Word of Grace 
This is the best of all: 
when we are empty, God fills us; 
when we are disheartened, God is compassionate;  
when we are wounded, God brings healing; 
when we confess our failure to love, God forgives. 
 

In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ,  
our sin is forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Reading:  John 17:20-26 Lucy 
“I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in 
us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I 
have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they 
may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved 
me before the foundation of the world. “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I 
know you, and these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will 
make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them and I in them.” 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word 
Thanks be to God 

With the Children  Ian 
Reconciliation means bringing together those who have been separated/divided. Completing a 
circle that has been broken.  
Draw some circles of unity and love – acting out Jesus’ prayer. Peace in action.  
Circle around our hearts.  
Circle of community.  
Circle around the church.  
 
Peace Salaam Shalom online resource 
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Peace salaam, shalom, 
Peace salaam, shalom, 
Peace salaam, shalom, 
Peace salaam, shalom. 

 
©2001 Pat Humphries and Sandy Opatow Moving Forward Music BMI www.pathumphries.com  

 

Reconciliation Colouring resources https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/posters-and-resources/ 

Introduction to Bible Reading Ian 
Ian talks about the reason Paul and Silas find themselves in jail in the reading to follow. Draw 
attention to the contrast between the two women in Acts 16, Lydia from last week, a wealthy 
professional woman and householder, and the young unnamed slave girl in verses 16-18.  

Bible Reading – Acts 16:25-34 Clare, recorded  
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 
unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 
shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” The jailer called for lights, 
and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and 
said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 
were in his house. At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then 
he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house and set 
food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in 
God. 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word 
Thanks be to God 

Song: O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr, TiS 253 - Arnhem Land Traditional   
Prepare our hearts to reflect on this reading with a sung prayer from Arnhem Land.  
 

‘Marrkapmirr’ is a term of endearment, and means in this context ‘altogether lovely, and worthy 
of affection’. 
 

1.  O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr, 
All the power belongs to you. 
Hold me by this power, O Lord, 
You alone are king. 

 

2.  Now we praise you for your Word, 
Living, true, and full of light. 
Yours the hands that rest on me: 
Hold me for all time. 

 
SONG:  O Lord Jesus, Aboriginal people of Arnhem Land,  

from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious; used with permission 

Reflection Ian 
 

https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/posters-and-resources/
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Response Time including Offering and Song  Ian/Jenne 
Let’s respond now to the challenge of the liberating good news of Jesus Christ, and to the 
voices of First Nations people in our land calling us to be brave and make change. Let’s 
respond first in conversation with our neighbours and then in a prayerful act of commitment.  
 

Find two or three conversation partners around you – look around, make sure everyone has 
someone to talk to. What have you heard today that is new to you? How are you challenged or 
inspired to be brave and make change? 
 

5 minutes conversation 
 

Let’s make a prayerful commitment to the liberating work of the Holy Spirit in the prisons of our 
hearts and of our world.  
 

A symbolic way we commit to Christ’s way is by making an offering. If you have something to 
give, please place cash in the offering bowls up the back or make a transfer on your phone to 
the account on the screen.  
 

But whether or not you are able to make a financial offering today, we invite you to come 
forward, to light a candle for the prayer of your heart, and to take a copy of the Uniting Churches 
Covenant with First Peoples from the table as a reminder of the liberating love that we serve. 
https://resources.uca.org.au/images/resources/Covenanting/Covenant-with-UAICC-A2-
poster.pdf  
As we move we sing…  
 

The Spirit of The Lord (Isaiah 61) – Tune In 
 

The Spirit of the Lord 
Is now upon me 
To heal the broken heart 
And set the captive free 
To open prison doors 
And make the blind to see 
The Spirit of the Lord 
Is now on me 

 

SONG:  The Spirit of the Lord, Isaiah 61, adapted by Elaine Loukes,  
from Tune In, UC Songbook, Reproduced with permission  

Prayers of the People Tim 

Notices Jenne 
It’s time to share the news of our community.  Please line up to my right to share your news as 
briefly as you can and remember to check the website, weekly Olive Press and Facebook for 
further details and information. 
 

Go to the NRW website for the 2022 Actions To Make Change 

Sending Song:  They’ll know we are Christians, AOV1-130 
 

1.  We are one in the Spirit, 
We are one in the Lord, 
We are one in the Spirit, 
We are one in the Lord, 
And we pray that all unity 
May one day be restored. 

https://resources.uca.org.au/images/resources/Covenanting/Covenant-with-UAICC-A2-poster.pdf
https://resources.uca.org.au/images/resources/Covenanting/Covenant-with-UAICC-A2-poster.pdf
https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/2022-actions-to-make-change/
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 And they’ll know we are Christians  
by our love, by our love, 
Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

2.  We will walk with each other,  
We will walk hand in hand, 
We will walk with each other, 
We will walk hand in hand, 
And together we’ll spread the news 
That God is in our land. 

 

3.  We will work with each other,  
We will work side by side, 
We will work with each other, 
We will work side by side, 
And we’ll guard each one’s dignity 
And save each one’s pride. 

 

4.  All praise to the Father, 
From who all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, 
God’s only Son, 
And all praise to the Spirit,  
Who makes us one. 

 
SONG:  They’ll know we are Christians, © 1996 F.E.L. Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission, from 

As One Voice vol 1, Willow Connection, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Blessing and Sending Ian 

Thank yous  
Thank you for joining us, and thank you to… 
 

Liturgist: 
Jenne Perlstein 
  
Acknowledgement  
of Country: 
Jenne Perlstein 
 
Bible readers: 
Lucy Hardman 
Clare Keogh 
 
Children’s time: 
Ian Ferguson 
 
Reflection: 
Ian Ferguson 
(Minister of the Word) 

Prayers of the People: 
Tim Budge  
 
Musicians: 
Matthew Lees 
(co-ordinator) 
Steph Gesling 
Anthony Hinds  
Elaine Potter 
Kate Scull 
 
Images:  
saad-chaudhry-
AqHIWSsF24I-unsplash 
NRW resources 
 

Postlude Song: The Spirit 
of the Lord, Isaiah 61, 
adapted by Elaine Loukes,  
from Tune In, UC 
Songbook, Reproduced 
with permission  
Musicians:  James Balsillie, 
Alistair Hunter, Courtney 
Rohde 
 
Editing / Production: 
Ray Cameron 
Saide Cameron 
Mal Rowe 
Shawn Whelan  
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Closing verse:    
John 17:22 May they be one 


	Opening verse:
	Gathering, Greeting and Call to Worship
	Gathering Song
	Acknowledgement of Country
	Introduction
	Song of Praise:  A voice is heard, NCYC99
	Prayers of Adoration and Confession  Jenne
	Gospel Reading:  John 17:20-26 Lucy
	With the Children  Ian
	Introduction to Bible Reading Ian
	Bible Reading – Acts 16:25-34 Clare, recorded
	Song: O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr, TiS 253 - Arnhem Land Traditional
	Reflection Ian
	Response Time including Offering and Song  Ian/Jenne
	Prayers of the People Tim
	Notices Jenne
	Sending Song:  They’ll know we are Christians, AOV1-130
	Blessing and Sending Ian
	Thank yous
	Closing verse:

