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Order of Service 30/01/2022  
Day of Mourning 

 

 
 

Opening verse:  
… the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations, Revelation 22.2 

Welcome  Jenne 
Welcome to Brunswick Uniting Church, my name is Jenne your liturgist, along with the 
Walking Together group, for this Brunswick Uniting Church service. Just a few 
housekeeping matters before we start: please ensure you mobile phones are on silent, 
and you keep your masks on. You have been given a printed gum leaf to write / draw on. 
Please hold onto this & use your own pens if possible. But pencils are available at the 
back if you don’t have one. Thanks. 

 

Now let’s prepare in body and soul to worship God, breathing deep, feet planted on the 
Earth and listening to the ancestors of this ancient land & singing together. 

Song:  Gathering Song  
We join together in an Aboriginal Christian gathering song led by Royston Sagigi-Baira and 
Bianca Manning. Let’s sing it in solidarity with Aboriginal Christian communities where this style 
of song is very popular.  
 

We are gathering together Unto God ( Him)      CG Jane Kelly  
 

We are gathering together unto God 
We are gathering together unto God 
Unto God shall the gathering of the people be, 
We are gathering together unto God 
 
We are offering together unto  God 
We are offering together unto God 
Unto God shall the gathering of the people be, 
We are offering together unto God. 
 
We are singing together unto God, 
We are singing together unto God  , 
Unto God shall the gathering of the people be, 
We are singing together unto God. 
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We are praying together unto God 
We are praying together unto God , 
Unto God shall the gathering of the people be, 
We are praying together unto God. 

Lighting The Christ Candle  
Welcome to worship in person & over the internet.  
 

Feel the ground beneath you –  
the land of Wurundjeri-Woiworung Tribe  
or the First Nations people of wherever you may be today.  
Here on this land, O God, we come to worship You.  
 

Light Christ candle  

Introduction and Call to Worship  
Today’s service gives expression to our commitment to truth-telling, justice, healing on the 
Sunday after January 26th, Invasion Day, a Day of Mourning. Some of the resources in this 
service are taken from Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) and 
the Common Grace movement. 
We are focusing on the meaning of Jan 26 a day of mourning for First Nations Peoples.  
We will reflect on the truth of our shared history and lift up to God our prayers for our 
nation, First Peoples and later comers. We will listen to First People’s voices, celebrate 
their ongoing culture, and reflect together on the effects of invasion, colonisation and 
violent dispossession, asking for God to truly help us to ‘return’, to repent & make 
restitution.  
  

Let us worship God, giving thanks for the abundant grace and liberating hope which we 
know through Jesus Christ and which is for the healing of the nations and the building up 
of all people. 

Acknowledgement of Country Kirsty 
We acknowledge and respect  
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land  
since time immemorial.  
They have never ceded sovereignty. 
 
We acknowledge that the First Peoples  
had already encountered the Creator God  
before the arrival of the colonisers; 
the Spirit was already in the land,  
revealing God to the people  
through law, custom and ceremony. 
 
We are learning that the land  
is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen,  
we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  
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Prayer of Adoration (from UCA Uniting in Worship)  Jenne 
Let us pray. 
 

Our land is alive with the glory of God;  
desert sands hum and gum trees dance. 
Brown grasses sing 
and mountains breathe their stillness. 
All created things add their rhythms of delight 
and even stones rap out their praise. 
Let our voices mingle with those of the earth; may our hearts join the beat of her joy,  
for our triune God is with us:  
the Source of all being surrounds and upholds us.  
Christ Jesus walks beside and before us.  
The Spirit moves within and between us.  
Blessed be God, our wonder and delight. 
Amen 

History of 26th January  
Now let us watch and listen as we bring ourselves into a deepening understanding of Jan 26  

Prayer of Confession (adapted from UCA Day of Mourning 2019)  Jenne 
Please join me in the response at the end of this prayer. Let us pray in confession. 
 

Merciful God, we, the Second Peoples of this land, acknowledge and lament the injustice and 
abuse inflicted upon the First Peoples of this land, with their land & language taken from them, 
culture, law and spirituality despised and suppressed. We acknowledge and lament the way in 
which the Christian church has been complicit & actively involved in this process.  
We acknowledge and lament that the injustice and abuse has continued, where we have been  

indifferent when we should have been outraged, apathetic when we should have been active, 
silent when we should have spoken out.  

Liberating Jesus, by your Spirit bring healing, hope and transformation to the lives of our First 
Nations sisters and brothers and their communities, we pray.  

Forgive us for our failures, past and present,  
and give us the grace today to make a fresh start. Amen. 
 

Declaration Of Forgiveness (adapted from UCA Uniting in Worship) 
This is the best of all:  
when we are empty, God fills us; 
when we are disheartened, God is compassionate; 
when we are wounded, God brings healing;  
when we take responsibility,  
and commit to heal the wrongs we and our ancestors have done,  
God forgives.   

In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ, we are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God. Amen  
 

Let us sing 
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Song – Christ be our Light, ATO 313 
 

1.  Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 

 

 Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

2.  Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

 

3.  Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed. 

 

4.  Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others 
Walls made of living stone. 

 

5.  Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come. 

 

SONG:  Christ be our light, by Bernadette Farrell, from All together okay, Openbook Publishers;  
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Book of Revelation – Revelation 22:1-5 – The River of Life Bridie  
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is 
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the 
tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no 
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true, for the Lord, the God of the spirits of 
the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

Uluru Statement from the Heart  Dave 
Dave to invite children down the front, cushions, bring your leaf. Later we’re going to write or 
draw on these leaves to show what we pray for and commit to in our nation between first and 
second peoples. 
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Now we are going to watch an amazing clip on the Uluru Statement from the Heart, as read by 
First Nations People with music from Midnight Oil. Dave saw this at the Oils concert in March 
last year! Matilda saw them last week! 
 

As you are watching the clip, hold the leaf in your hand, and think about what you might draw on 
your leaf later in the service. Adults can do this too, and at home, too.  
 

VIDEO Midnight Oil - Uluru Statement from the Heart (Read by First Nations collaborators) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWoIgPyQTK4 - Due to copyright this part of the service 
was clipped from the live recording by Youtube so that the recording could be public. 

Children’s Time    Dave 
Revelation 22:2, “And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” 

 
Dave ….  Did you recognize any faces in the clip? (Stan G, Troy C-D, Adam Goodes, Ursula 
Yovich). Any bits you loved that you might draw on your leaf? What were they asking for? 
 

BUC has been so moved by this Statement from the Heart that we wrote to the Federal 
Government saying that we support Aboriginal people’s request to have a Voice to Parliament 
ie. Aboriginal people having their say about what government does. They sent us a poster and 
letter thanking us for taking this action .We thought we might get you to hold it up today. 
 

And now let us sing … 

Song – Yil Lull, by Joe Geia  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9BvEa9xxvQ  
 

I sing for the black, and the people of this land. 
I sing for the red, and the blood that's been shed. 
Now I'm singing for the gold of a new year, young and old 
 

Yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay. 
Yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay. 
 
I sing unto Him of the Most High 
I sing so much praises it makes me want to cry. 
Now I'm singing just for you, so all can recognise. 
 
Yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay. 
Yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay, yil lull lay. 
 
(I’m) Singing for the black 
Singing for the red 
Singing for the black 
Singing for the red and the gold 
Stories told for young and old 
 
Yil lull lay… 
 

(we) Sing for the black 
(and we) Sing for the red and the gold 
Stories told for young and old 
 

I’m singing for the black 
I’m singing for the red and the gold 
Just for you, for young and old 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWoIgPyQTK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9BvEa9xxvQ
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SMP: designing gum leaves in the kids corner  

Epistle – 1 John 3:16-24 Jason 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a 
brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will 
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts 
do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, 
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given 
us. 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

All Age Reflective Activity Ian, Jenne 
NB include those at home 
 

We will watch a reflection from Aboriginal Christian leader and Common Grace CEO Brooke 
Prentis. Then you will be invited to write / draw on your leaf your own response to the injustices 
still facing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.  
 

VIDEO Brooke Prentis 
 

Response:  
On slide - Revelation 22:2, “And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” 
 

What did you hear being asked for by First Nations Peoples in the videos we have seen today? 
Take some time now to write down or draw your response – what you will commit to praying for, 
learning more about, and doing something about.   
 

We’ll do this in silence for a couple of minutes, then we’ll play a song by Helen Wright “Sister, 
why do you weep”. When you hear the song, finish what you are doing and bring your leaf and 
place it on the table at the front here or in offering bowl at the back by the baptism font. At the 
same time, if you have brought an offering for the work of the church, please also place it in the 
bowl.  
 

After the service, we’ll attach your leaves to a banner, representing Revelation 22, the leaves of 
the tree of life for the healing of the nations. We’ll use it to remind us of our commitments in the 
coming year. 
 

If you don’t have a leaf or a writing implement, put up your hand and we’ll bring you one.  
 

Pause for writing/drawing 
 

VIDEO Recorded Song: Sister why do you weep?   

Offering & Commitment Time Ian 
Now let’s dedicate the offering of our prayers, commitments and resources to God, an offering 
made in our hearts, and with our hands and lives. We pray that our offerings might contribute to 
the truth, justice and reconciled future that we seek in this land.  
Truth and justice and a new future come through what we offer, but we can only offer what we 
have received from God – and in Christ, God offers us the nourishment of hope, peace, truth, 
justice, reconciliation, and healing love. So let us stand and sing “we will take what you offer” 
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Offering Song – we will take what you offer  
 

We will take what you offer, 
we will live by your word; 
we will love one another 
and be fed by you, Lord.  

 
SONG:  We will take what you offer, by John L. Bell, © 1998 WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland,  

Open Book Publishers, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENSE # 604502 

Prayers of the People Clare  
Creator God, we pray for your people, the First Peoples of this land, created in your image, who 
have walked as one with the land and fashioned the world’s oldest continuous human culture. 
You were present in these lands long before the colonisers came. Open our eyes that we may 
see the suffering that still continues to this day. Open our ears to hear the cries of the First 
Peoples of this land. Open our hearts and hands so we may mourn with them and work together 
for a just future for all – not just for a few.  
 

[pause]  
 

As I pray, please respond when indicated with the words, “open our eyes to see, our ears to 
listen, and our hearts to understand”. 
 

[pause] 
 

We pray that the First Peoples’ grief at the injustices of white settlement is acknowledged. Since 
1788, the First Peoples of this land have been forced to contend with invasion, stolen lands and 
stolen children, cultural genocide and great disadvantage. They have endured while the 
colonisers in power turn their faces away. God, you see what many in power refuse to. Open 
our eyes and the eyes of those in power so we may recognise the call for change.  
Response: open our eyes to see, our ears to listen, and our hearts to understand 
 

[pause] 
 

We pray that we may hear the truth of First Peoples’ voices, when they cry out for justice. 
Justice for dispossession, desecration of sacred sites, and continued removal of children from 
families. Justice for the five hundred deaths in custody since the Royal Commission’s report in 
1991. And accountability, so their families healing journeys can begin. This means addressing 
the deaths themselves, as well as the reasons that lie behind the high incarceration rates of 
First Peoples. The high rates of poverty. Intergenerational trauma. The continuing gaps in 
healthcare, education and employment between First and later peoples. May we heed the call 
to witnessing this truth, and calling for change. Open our ears, oh God.  
Response: open our eyes to see, our ears to listen, and our hearts to understand 
 

[pause] 
 

We pray that we may open our hearts to the needs of the First Peoples around us. The ongoing 
struggle for Recognition and Treaties. The fight to be heard through truth-telling, Makarrata 
Commission, and a Voice to Parliament. We pray that Elders and communities fighting for these 
institutional, structural reforms find the justice they seek. May we walk with them in the journey 
with love, learning from and supporting them in the struggle.  
Response: open our eyes to see, our ears to listen, and our hearts to understand 
 

[pause] 
We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, your son and our brother,  
Amen. 
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Notices Jenne 

Sending Song – What a Friend we have in Jesus, TiS 590  
 

1.  What a friend we have in Jesus 
all our sins and griefs to bear, 
what a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer; 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer! 

 

2.  Have we trials and temptations, 
is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3.  Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 
Jesus is our only refuge: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
in his arms he’ll take and shield you, 
you will find a solace there. 

 
SONG:  What a friend we have in Jesus, by Joseph Scriven,  

from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Blessing And Sending (words by Brooke Prentis) Ian 
Go from here to live out the covenant into which we,  
the First and Second Peoples of this land, have entered with one another.  
 

May the God of truth – 
open our ears and eyes 
to the wind whistling through the Grasstrees. 
 

May the God of justice – 
open our minds to the flowing actions of the waters  
from refreshing rain, to gentle brook,  
from mighty river, to raging sea. 
 

May the God of love –  
open our hearts 
to the beat of the clapsticks calling us into  
the rhythm of the Spirit’s dance. 
 

Now go to pursue Jesus 
With truth, justice, and love. 
Amen.  
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Postlude music 
Far Away from Home    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dq5QDrveqXg 

by Archie Roach from the movie The Tracker  
 

Thank yous 
Liturgist: 
Jenne Perlstein  
Service prepared with The 
Walking Together Group 
Abi Benham-Bannon 
Kirsty Brown 
Claire Foley 
Clare Keogh 
Jamie Thom 
Geoff Thompson 
Shawn Whelan 
 
Acknowledgement  
of Country: 
Kirsty Brown 
 
Bible readers: 
Jason Minator 
Bridie Turner 
 
Prayers: 
written by or adapted from 
Common Grace and 
UAICC resources 
 

Children’s time: 
Dave Hall 
(Children, Youth  
& Young Adult Pastor) 
 
Reflection: 
Brooke Prentis (Video) 
Ian Ferguson 
(Minister of the Word) 
 
Prayers of the People: 
Clare Keogh 
 
Musicians: 
Alistair Hunter  
(co-ordinator) 
Daniel Broadstock 
Michael Cameron 
Andrew Dickinson 
Matthew Lees 
Nicole Lowe 
 
Editing / Production: 
Ray Cameron 
Saide Cameron 
Ian Ferguson  
Alistair Hunter 
Mal Rowe 

Images:  
Ian Ferguson 
 
Videos: 
History of 26th January 
https://drive.google.com/drive
/folders/1pxSO_DtbzzXUmr2
S5yzv_6GVm0VECVXY 

Uluru Statement from the 
Heart 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=rWoIgPyQTK4  

Brooke Prentis: 
https://drive.google.com/drive
/folders/1wX7bGj8PsUcbVuD
c5rseIsFnG0CiFUDM 

 
Songs:  
Yil Lull by Joe Geia 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=s9BvEa9xxvQ 

Sister why do you weep?  
https://drive.google.com/drive
/folders/1vzSKGiXvcy7QFIxn
FDrCiKqbEdZLv3-n  

Postlude: ‘Far Away from 
Home’, by Archie Roach 
from the movie ‘The 
Tracker’ 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=Dq5QDrveqXg 

 

Closing verse 
.. the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations 22.2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dq5QDrveqXg
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pxSO_DtbzzXUmr2S5yzv_6GVm0VECVXY
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pxSO_DtbzzXUmr2S5yzv_6GVm0VECVXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWoIgPyQTK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWoIgPyQTK4
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wX7bGj8PsUcbVuDc5rseIsFnG0CiFUDM
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wX7bGj8PsUcbVuDc5rseIsFnG0CiFUDM
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wX7bGj8PsUcbVuDc5rseIsFnG0CiFUDM
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dq5QDrveqXg
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