
Some Theological Reflections  
on Vaccination.  
 
Thanksgiving 
May the giving of thanks be my sacrifice to God (Psalm 50:14) 
 
Here are some things that move me to thanks in the midst of this pandemic: 

⁃ the existence of vaccines 
⁃ the scientists and health workers of all kinds who have been working tirelessly to 

produce and administer them 
⁃ the climbing percentages of the vaccinated 
⁃ the community spirit represented by queues at vaccination hubs.  

 
What are you thankful for here and now? 
 
Compassion  
As Jesus went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd (Mark 6:34) 
 
Getting vaccinated might be seen as an act of compassion towards: 

⁃ those who are vulnerable to serious illness 
⁃ those suffering psychological stress through ongoing restrictions 
⁃ those whose livelihoods have been impacted by the pandemic  
⁃ families doing it tough 
⁃ health workers under strain  

 
What moves you to compassion today? 
 
Incarnation  
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14) 
 

⁃ The birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus places embodied life at the centre of 
faith. Through Jesus, God meets us in the flesh of our humanity – the very flesh that is 
susceptible to viral infection.   

⁃ Jesus cares for the bodies of those he encounters, particularly marginalised and 
vulnerable bodies.  

⁃ For Jesus the healing of bodies is the primary sign of God’s salvation (“Your faith has 
saved you, go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” Mark 5:34) 



⁃ Caring for bodies – our own and those of our vulnerable neighbours – including getting 
vaccinated, can be seen an act of faith and devotion to the God who became flesh and 
dwelt within the joys and pain of humanity.  

⁃ Vaccination might be seen as a witness to the resurrection, an honouring of the body 
which God does not abandon, even through suffering and death.  

 
How is your body feeling? If you are vaccinated, what difference has it made to your sense of 
embodied life? 
  
Community 
You are the body of Christ and individually members of it. (1 Corinthians 12:27) 
 

⁃ The body in Christianity is understood individually and corporately – the community of 
Christ’s people, in all their diversity, is his body in the world.   

⁃ When one part of the body suffers the whole body suffers. (1 Corinthians 12:26) 
⁃ In vaccinating our own bodies, we are helping to vaccinate the communal body.  
⁃ The “herd immunity” our society seeks by vaccination gives protection to individuals 

through the participation of the vast majority of the community. Those unable to be 
vaccinated are held, carried and protected by those who can.  

 
How have you experienced being part of a community during the pandemic? 
 
Loving Neighbour as Self 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” (Luke: 10:27) 
 

⁃ Being vaccinated is an act of self care, self love, which protects us from serious illness. 
And it is also an act of love for others in that we are less likely to contract the virus and 
pass it on. 

⁃ Loving our neighbours as ourselves (especially our vulnerable neighbours), even loving 
our enemies (for example, those who think and act differently to us about vaccination), 
is a way of doing what Christ does, thus continuing God’s mission of love for the world.  

⁃ We love God by loving our neighbours as ourselves.  
 
Where have you seen the love of God in action lately? 


