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Order of Service  15/8/21  Pentecost 12 

Opening verse on screen 
“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed … and walk in the way of insight.”  

Proverbs 9:6 

Gathering, Greeting and Call to Worship Natalie 
Come you who long for wisdom, 
Come you who long for peace, 
Come you who long for joy. 
Come, let us worship the God of justice, 
Give thanks for the Spirit who called us here,  
And learn together from Sophia Christ, present in Creation and our source of new life. 
 
Let us begin our worship together by singing the story of Wisdom. 

Song: MV10 Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom  
 

1. Come and seek the ways of Wisdom,  
she who danced, when earth was new.  
Follow closely what she teaches, 
for her words are right and true.  
Wisdom clears the path to justice,  
showing us what love must do.  

 
2.  Listen to the voice of Wisdom, 

crying in the market-place. 
Hear the Word made flesh among us,  
full of glory, truth and grace. 
When the word takes root and ripens,  
peace and righteousness embrace.  

 
3.  Sister Wisdom, come, assist us;  

nurture all who seek rebirth.  
Spirit-guide and close companion,  
bring to light our sacred worth.  
Free us to become your people,  
holy friends of God and earth.  

 
SONG:  Come and Seek the Way of Wisdom, Words: Ruth Duck, Music: Donna Kasbohm, Words copyright © 
1996 and music copyright © 1997 The Pilgrim Press. from More Voices, United Church of Canada, Woodlake 

Publishing Inc.  Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE 604502 

Acknowledgement of Country Natalie, Claire  
We continue to receive recorded acknowledgments of country from all around Australia, from 
places where our members live or travel. As we gather here on Wurundjeri Country, and 
acknowledge the original custodians of this place, let us remember all the peoples of this land, 
now called Australia.  Today we hear from Claire Foley. 
 
Video: Claire Foley Yuat Noongar Moore River 
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Welcome and Introduction Natalie 
Good morning and welcome to our online service at Brunswick Uniting Church; my name is 
Natalie and here we are still in lockdown. We are glad that you’ve joined us today online, 
whether you are already part of our community or if this is your first time engaging with us. 
Welcome from wherever you are today. 
This morning we will hear three readings from Scripture about the Wisdom of God; Solomon’s 
search for wisdom, the personification of Wisdom in Proverbs, and Christ’s identification with 
Wisdom in the Gospels. Before we continue our prayer, let us hear our first reading  

Hebrew Scriptures - 1 Kings 3:5-9 Julie 
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant 
my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my God, you have made 
your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how 
to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore 
an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who 
can govern this your great people?” 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

Prayers of Adoration and Confession & Word of Grace Natalie 
As we continue our prayers, let us sing together, in the spirit of Solomon and ask God to Grant 
us too, a wise and secerning heart.  
 

 “Grant us a wise and discerning heart” – Shawn Whelan  
 

Grant us a wise and discerning heart 
Be with your people today 
Grant us a wise and discerning heart 
Lead us to walk in the Way 

 

SONG:  Grant us a wise and discerning heart, by Shawn Whelan, Used with permission 
 

Loving God, we lift our prayers you. 
We delight in studying all that you have made: 
The beauty of magnolia, jasmine, and wattle, 
The diversity of your created world, 
The intricacy of the human body, 
The vastness of the universe, 
Your creation is full of honour and majesty, and your righteousness endures forever. 
 

Sophia Christ, we lift our prayers you. 
We love to hear the stories of the wonders you performed, 
Feeding the hungry, Healing the sick, 
Challenging the authorities with a different kind of power, 
Sharing your table with the outcast and the stranger  
You are our example of wisdom and you welcome and inspire us to work for justice. 
 

Generous Spirit, we lift our prayers to you. 
You have moved through the earth since the beginning of creation, 
And still you work in and through us, 
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Giving us imagination and creativity, 
Bringing skill to hands that paint, and knit, and carve, and build, 
And melody to instruments and voices lifted in praise. 
You give us the skills and the strength we need to bring about your vision for our world.  
 

Loving God, Sophia Christ, Generous Spirit, we turn to you, seeking your guidance as we walk 
the path that is before us. 
We confess to you those times that we have turned away from your way of wisdom, 
When we have been so distracted that we have failed to notice your presence. 
When we have relied on our own strength, instead of acknowledging our weakness, 
When we have been too busy to spend time in prayer, or to put time aside to study our faith.  
When we have placed our hope in things that do not matter and become disappointed.  
Forgive us.  
Forgive us and renew us.  
Revive our faith and our hope for the future. 
Grant us wise and discerning hearts. 
Be with us, and lead us to walk in the way that YOU lead us.  
 

“Grant us a wise and discerning heart” – Shawn Whelan  
 

Grant us a wise and discerning heart 
Be with your people today 
Grant us a wise and discerning heart 
Lead us to walk in the Way 

 

SONG:  Grant us a wise and discerning heart, by Shawn Whelan, Used with permission 
 

Sisters and brothers, God calls us to a brighter future, and promises the Spirit to guide us in the 
way of Wisdom. God does not remember our mistakes and shortcomings, but loves us with an 
everlasting love, bringing healing and wholeness. Through Christ, our sin is forgiven.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Book of Proverbs - Proverbs 9:1-6 Peter 
Wisdom has built her house, 
she has hewn her seven pillars. 
She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 
she has also set her table. 
She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 
from the highest places in the town, 
“You that are simple, turn in here!” 
To those without sense she says, 
“Come, eat of my bread 
and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
Lay aside immaturity, and live, 
and walk in the way of insight.” 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

With the Children Dave, Harriet, Clementine 
On a day when we were to celebrate three baptisms Dave invited Harriet and Clementine to talk 
about their experience of being baptized.   
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Song ATO 409: We are marching in the light of God  
 

We are marching in the light of God… 
 

Si-ya-hamb’ e-ku-kha-nyen’kwne-khos’… 
 

We are building up the house of God… 
 

We are living in the love of God… 
 

SONG:  We are marching in the light of God, South African, from All Together Okay,  
Open Book Publishers, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Gospel Reading - Matthew 11:16-19 Peter 
“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling to one another, 
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

Reflection - Words of Wisdom Ian 
It’s many years ago that I come to the bedside of a woman who is desperately ill with a terrible 
disease – today I’ll call her Sophie. I have been travelling with Sophie as her pastor for a while 
now and I have great respect for her. She is wise and spiritually aware and we’ve been having 
profound conversations there in that liminal space between life and death. I’m young and 
inexperienced as a pastoral carer, I feel inadequate and ill equipped to help Sophie, but I keep 
turning up and she usually seems glad to see me. This particular day, as I come to her bedside, 
she is really struggling. Her illness is weighing her down, medication is making her vague, she 
is depressed and drifting in and out of consciousness. We talk in snatches, with long silences in 
between. At one point I remind her of something wise she had said to me previously about 
suffering and hope, and then she says, “I don’t have any wisdom for you today – I was hoping 
you would have some for me.” And she looks at me directly and intensely – she means it, she’s 
waiting for my response, she needs my wisdom, and I’ve got nothing. 
What should I say to her? What would you say to her? What words of wisdom can we offer into 
the hardest places of life? 
I’ll tell you what I said in a minute, but first, our three Bible readings give us some tips on 
speaking wisely. And the more wisdom there is being spoken and acted upon in our world right 
now the better I would have thought. So, let’s see how three different biblical characters speak 
wisdom for us today.  
First the masculine picture. King Solomon will become world renowned for his words of wisdom, 
but when we meet him today, he is young and brand new to the throne of Israel. And he prays 
what sounds to me like the perfect lockdown prayer, “O LORD my God, I do not know how to go 
out or come in.” I take it, however, that he is not referring to pandemic fatigue, but to his lack of 
experience as a ruler. And so, he asks God (in our translation at least), “Give your servant an 
understanding mind to govern your people.” And God is pleased to grant this request. God says 
to Solomon, “I give you a wise and discerning mind.”  
And the surprising thing about this, is that the ancient Hebrew language in which this story is 
written has no word for mind. Last week I introduced the concept of dualism – the Greek 
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philosophical idea that our culture has adopted which says that the more highly valued 
masculine rational mind is different from and unconnected to the undervalued feminine 
emotional heart. I mentioned that in both the bible and modern psychology there is a more 
wholistic understanding, which integrates thoughts and feelings, head and heart. And Solomon 
provides us with an example of this today.  
Ancient Hebrew has plenty of words for thoughts, understanding, and knowledge – but there is 
no “mind” as the centre for all this activity. Instead, all these mental processes take place in the 
LEV, the “heart”. So earlier when we sang Shawn’s version of this prayer, “Grant us a wise and 
discerning heart” we were being more literal.  Our translators have been influenced by western 
dualism deciding that when Solomon says heart in his language, he means mind in ours. But 
they haven’t been listening to those modern psychologists. Wisdom, they say, is in the 
integration of the thinking person and the feeling person. That’s what Solomon represents. His 
“heart” encompasses the whole of our thinking feeling reality.  
And what does he ask God to give him in his heart/mind? “Understanding” says our translation. 
The Hebrew word is SHEMECHA from the verb SHEMA.  
SHEMA is a very important word in Judaism. You may be aware that Jewish people pray a 
prayer called the SHEMA which is as important in their faith as the Lord’s Prayer is in ours. It 
comes from Deuteronomy 6:4 

לֵ֑אָרְִׂשי עַ֖מְׁש  
Hear, O Israel, Listen, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD is One. You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your LEV heart, soul, and strength. SHEMA means “listen”. Solomon 
asks for a  

ַ֙עֵֹ֨מׁש בֵ֤ל  – LEV SHEMECHA 
A listening heart, a heart that hears. That is the wisdom of Solomon. I like that. A listening heart 
sounds active, engaged, receptive, filled with a wisdom that flows from the outside in, rather 
than a passive set of ideas that is offered out to the world.   
And back there at Sophie’s bedside that day, the last thing I had was an understanding mind. I 
didn’t know things that I could tell her to comfort her in her dying. But a listening heart? – what 
might that offer her?  
The second picture of wisdom today is the feminine one. When I said that Solomon’s story was 
a masculine picture of wisdom all I really meant was that it had a bloke in it. Because actually, in 
the bible, wisdom is wholly feminine, wisdom is personified as a woman, Sophia, the feminine 
divine. Solomon in gaining his wise, listening heart is getting in touch with his feminine side in 
other words,  he is learning to listen to Sophia. 
Today her words are an invitation. Wisdom has built her house with seven pillars just like 
creation itself with its seven days. And in this house of creation she lays a feast. Then she calls 
out to the world, “Come and eat at my table.” It is an invitation to life in its fullness, an invitation 
to a new way of seeing and being, the way of insight. And I wish the whole world would hear her 
invitation and come together to feast on her good food for the sake of creation. 
Because the words of wisdom can do that, they can change people, they can change the world. 
There is a tiny example of that here at BUC. Each time we worship there is normally at least 
one prayer or song, where God is referred to in feminine language as she, mother, Sophia. I’ve 
come to realise that using gender neutral language for God, as I usually do, is not enough. 
Because the masculinisation of God in our scripture and tradition is so complete and all 
pervasive that neutral, inclusive language just smooths over entrenched male images of God 
without challenging or changing them.  
For some of us it is liberating to hear God addressed as female. But for others it is a challenge, 
it might interrupt their spiritual intimacy with a God they have always known as male. And I get 
that. When I call God She, it disrupts my spiritual centre, but in a way that I welcome. It is like a 
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lightning bolt blasting through the foundations of masculine God imagery that have been laid 
down in me from the beginning, and opening up a place where suddenly God is alive in a new 
and exciting way. And that is not always comfortable. Change that goes as deep as that can be 
very challenging.  
But that is Wisdom’s work, to invite change. And language matters when it comes to change. 
Just ask those indigenous and African AFL players who have been the recipients of casual 
racism in the past couple of weeks. And while I would never dream of uttering a racist slur, in 
our recent anti-racism training here, I learnt about micro-aggression, those little things that we 
might say that could feel harmless or even complimentary, but which serve to distance people, 
othering them: “Where are you from?” “Can I touch your hair?” “Your name is so hard to 
pronounce.” Changing the way I speak, changes the way I think and feel, and helps change the 
world, making it a more inclusive and peaceful place. This is part of Wisdom’s invitation. 
So, there I am standing by Sophie’s bedside in the fullness of my ignorance and inexperience, 
not knowing what words of wisdom to offer. As a way of stalling for time, I asked her a question, 
I made her an invitation, I said, “What are you looking for?” And I realised as soon as those 
words came from my mouth, that Wisdom herself had spoken through me, using my emptiness 
for her fullness. For in that simple, somewhat desperate question, I offered Sophie my listening 
heart, I invited her to wisdom’s feast. And she responded.  
In our third and final reading today, Jesus is miffed. He is saying, “I just can’t win. Here I am 
inviting people to wisdom’s feast, eating and drinking with marginalised outsiders, bringing 
fullness of life, feeding change, and they say I am a glutton and a drunkard. Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds.” In other words, “I am Wisdom, and I will be vindicated”.  
In another place in the gospels when he is similarly peeved, he says, “I’m sick of all your 
rejection. The bloody Queen of Sheba came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom 
of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here, but you’re not listening!” (Luke 
11:31) 
Yes, with an uncharacteristic lack of humility, Jesus is saying, that he has greater wisdom even 
than Solomon, and in fact he is Wisdom, he is Sophia incarnate, inviting the world to Wisdom’s 
feast – talk about being in touch with your feminine side. Jesus embodies for us the listening 
heart of Solomon, and he embodies Wisdom’s invitation. And as Christ’s body in this place 
today, that is our calling too. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, we are called to be God’s listening 
heart, her open invitation to life in its fullness.  
“What are you looking for?” I asked Sophie out of my emptiness, inviting her to fill my listening 
heart with the wisdom she had within herself. And she replied immediately, with such passion 
and conviction even in her frailty. She said, “Love… Love, that’s the only wisdom. That’s what 
it’s all about, isn’t it?” And my heart said, “Yes.” 
 

Song: Invitation  
 

1.  God has laid a feasting table 
All her guests are gathered ‘round 
From the highways and the byways 
All the lost have now been found. 
When we hear the invitation 
Will we lay our burdens down? 
When we hear the invitation 
Will we lay our burdens down? 
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2.  At this table all are welcome 
No-one need be left behind 
God is greater than our difference 
Christ can see where we are blind. 
When we hear the invitation 
Will we love all humankind? (repeat) 

 
3.  God is crying out for justice 

Christ is weeping in the street 
When will be the time for laughter? 
When will all have food to eat? 
When we hear the invitation 
Will we make God’s will complete? (repeat) 

 

SONG:  Invitation, by Shawn Whelan, from Tune In,  
Brunswick Uniting Church Songbook, Reproduced with permission  

Offering Dedication Natalie 
We long for the time 
when the meek shall inherit the earth 
and all who hunger and thirst after justice 
shall be satisfied, 
and we believe that, despite the persistence of evil, 
now is always the time 
when more good can be done 
and we can make a difference. 
May it be so, through the offering of these gifts 
and the offering of our lives. Amen. 

[Source: Prayer for Justice and Peace, Iona] 

Prayers of the People Natalie 
Creator God, Mother of Wisdom,  
In these times of misinformation and “armchair experts”, where truth and facts can feel hard to 
find, may we seek the light. Not the fluff and puff that is easy to digest but leaves us empty and 
hollow, but the light that shines into the shadows and illuminates the dark.  
We pray for the world. We worry about the situation in countries such as Turkey, Greece, 
Canada and other parts of the world, where the skies have turned red-black in scenes 
reminiscent of Australia’s Black Summer. With the 2021 Glasgow Climate Change Conference 
approaching in November, grant the participating governments the wisdom to see the best way 
forward.  
We also pray for the world in the context of the resurgence of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
virus continues to expose the vulnerability of our society. May all world leaders be moved with 
the understanding of a listening heart so that, no matter someone’s income status, living 
situation, ethnicity, age or disability, they are able to access the protection necessary to survive.  
 

[pause] 
 

We pray for the Church. That during these challenging times, we are guided by the wisdom of 
God. We pray for our church leaders, committees, and groups as we seek to embody the kin-
dom through direct commitment and action, such as the work of the Climate Action group. We 
also pray for the Pastoral Care team as they support us to support each other.  
 

[pause]  
 

We pray for our community, especially those finding lockdown particularly challenging due to 
illness, grief, or other struggles. May they find solace in God’s presence. We also pray that, 
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during the lockdown, we take the time to notice the small blessings and joys that surround us. 
Whether it be a personal win enabling more independence, or the simple joy of the changing 
seasons. Help us to see your hand at work.  
 

[pause]  
 

Nurturing God, our hearts are heavy with worry, resignation, and fear of the unknown. We try to 
remain hopeful, searching for the good news in our own lives and lives of the world. Help us to 
see the light that shines into dark corners, including those dark corners in our own hearts.  
Amen.  

written by Clare Keogh 

Notices Matthew & Michael 
Good morning.   
I’m Matthew Cameron 
And I’m Michael Cameron 
And this is the BUC News 
 

So lockdown continues this week 
Sadly yes which means of course that the Olive Way is closed 
And that I guess that means Olive Arts as well. 
Yes but Bev and Leanne are supporting the artists in other ways. 
That’s great, what are they working on? 
Funny you should ask - they are working on artworks for the exhibition.   
That’s a great idea.  Is this a good moment to share the Emergence video from Courtney and 
James again? 
Definitely a good idea. 
 

switch to video 
 

Okay so what do we all need to be doing? 
Well artists are encouraged to offer submissions for all forms of artistic expression. 
How do they do that? 
Download a submission form from the Olive Press or the Emergence story on the website. 
It’s a lot of work to put on an exhibition like this. 
It sure is and we need volunteers to help with that. 
Okay so what do people do if they want to help out, are there different jobs to do? 
There are indeed.  Give Courtney a call to offer your time and talents.   
Sounds like fun and a good way to meet new people. 
 

Yes.  So what else is happening? 
Well Ian is going to be on leave for the next two weeks. 
It’s always nice to have a holiday. 
For sure 
So who will our preachers be? 
Steph Gesling will be preaching next Sunday, 22nd August. 
Hmm, Steph is Josh’s mother.  Is that right? 
Yes and then Fiona Bottcher will be preaching on 29th August. 
Ah, yes and Fiona is Jack’s mother. 
Correct and as the 29th is a 5th Sunday it will be a reflective/contemplative type of service. 
Sounds lovely. 
 

Meanwhile there’s lots of great stories in the UC National News from the Assembly.   
Interesting give me a couple of examples. 
Okay so UCA President Sharon Hollis has invited us to join in a National Day of Prayer next 
Sunday. 
That sounds like a very good thing for us all to be doing. 
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And there’s other stories about being an Intergenerational Church, Climate Change, Child Safe 
Week and Mental Health. 
Okay that’s more than a few but thank you. 
True but it’s all worth reading about. 
 

And then there’s the Synod e-news update. 
So much happening everywhere. 
Yes and for a start the August Crosslight is available online 
Okay so will it available in print as well? 
Yes ready for when we return to the worship space. 
What else is on offer? 
Stories about Inclusion recognition, coping with disaster, aged care employee day and cultural 
awareness. 
Lots of great reading there too. 
 

Definitely so what else is coming up? 
Today everyone is welcome to join Ian on the Sunday Chat. 
Of course and the Zoom link is available on the website. 
And the Wurundjeri Treaty Forum is booked in for after worship on 29th August. 
Keep up to date with all the news in the Olive Press, website and Facebook group. 
 

Goodbye and thanks for listening. 

Sending Song MV214 May God’s Sheltering Wings  
 

May God's sheltering wings,  
her gathering wings protect you. 
May God's nurturing arms,  
her cradling arms sustain you. 
And hold you in her love, 
And hold you in her love.  

 

SONG:  May God’s sheltering wings, by Judith Snowdon, from More Voices, United Church of Canada, Woodlake 
Publishing Inc. Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Blessing and Sending Ian 
May Holy Wisdom,  
kind to humanity,  
steadfast, sure and free,  
the breath of the power of God:  
may she who makes all things new, in every age,  
enter our souls,  
and make us friends of God,  
in the blessed body of our lover Jesus Christ. 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve 
with the blessing of our God 
Mother of Creation,  
Incarnate Word of Wisdom,  
and Breath of Love.  
Amen. 

Blessing by Janet Morley ‘All Desires Known’ p93 alt 
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Thank yous 
Liturgist: 
Natalie Sims 
 
Acknowledgement  
of Country: 
Claire Foley 
 
Bible readers: 
Julie McKinnon 
Peter McKinnon 
 
Children’s time 
Dave Hall 
(Pastor: Children, Youth 
and Young Adults) 
Clementine and Harriet 
Loynd 

Reflection: 
Ian Ferguson 
(Minister of the Word) 
 
Prayers of the People: 
written by Clare Keogh 
 
Musicians (recordings) 
Jane Allardice 
James Balsillie 
Alistair Hunter 
Courtney Rohde 
Kate Scull 
Natalie Sims 
Shawn Whelan 
 
 

Notices: 
Matthew Cameron 
Michael Cameron 
 
Images:  
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(Bible readings) 
Saide Cameron 
Ian Ferguson  
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Ray Cameron 
Saide Cameron 
Ben Hon 
Lydia Jacka 
Owen Sun 

Closing verse on screen  
Give your servant therefore an understanding mind, a listening heart  

(1 Kings 3:9) 


