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Order of Service  8/8/2021  Pentecost 11 

Opening verse:  Gather us, O God 

Call to Worship Amelia 
Welcome to worship this morning, as we join together online let’s take a moment to remember 
all of the different ways that we are connected with each other and with the places where God 
dwells among us. 
Think of the ways that we trust God to guide us when we are unsure, with a trust that takes 
courage and vulnerability, as we seek to support a community of peace and hope. 
Let’s sing together of the God that guides us. 

Gathering Song 
SONG:  Come all you people (Iona, CAYP 14)  
 

U-ua-i mo-se, ti-na-mat-te Mwa-ri 
U-ua-i mo-se, ti-na-mat-te Mwa-ri 
U-ua-i mo-se, ti-na-mat-te Mwa-ri 
u-ya-i mo-se zvi-no 
 

Come all you people, Come and praise your Maker, 
Come all you people, Come and praise your Maker, 
Come all you people, Come and praise your Maker, 
Come now and worship the Lord. 
 

Come all you people, come and praise your Saviour… 
 

Come all you people, come and praise the Spirit…  
 
SONG:  Come all you people, from Come all you people, ©1995 WGRG, Iona Community, Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, Glasgow, 

Scotland  Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502, ALSO Reproduced with permission by CCLI license no. 247623 
 

Acknowledgement of Country Amelia 
We continue to receive recorded acknowledgments of country from all around Australia, from 
places where our members live or travel. As we gather here on Wurundjeri Country, and 
acknowledge the original custodians of this place, let us remember all the peoples of this land, 
now called Australia.  Today we hear from Jacob Delbridge. 
Recording: Jacob Delbridge Larrakia Darwin and Wurundjeri 

Welcome and Introduction  Amelia 
Welcome to our livestream worship service this morning, and thank you to everyone who helped 
to adjust the service so quickly in response to the new lockdown.  
My name is Amelia and I will be helping Ian, our minister, with the service today, with song and 
video contributions from many of you, all stitched together by Alistair, Martin and Ray, our AV 
team here this morning. 
Unfortunately we have had to postpone the Welcoming Ceremony and Commissioning of Elders 
that were meant to be part of the service today, but we will look forward to the celebration of 
community that they are when we are able to gather in person again. 
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Ian is hosting a Zoom morning tea at 11am, you are all welcome to join. The link is on our 
facebook page. Or, if zoom is not your cup of tea, maybe consider giving a friend from BUC a 
call or  instead. 

Prayers of Adoration and Confession & Word of Grace Amelia 
Song: Wait for the Lord Taize   
 

Wait for the Lord  
whose day is near,  
wait for the Lord,  
keep watch, take heart 

 
SONG:  Wait for the Lord, © Ateliers et Presses do Taize, WORD OF LIFE 

 

Life giving God, great mother who opens her heart to us, 
Guide us to the workings of wisdom in your creation, 
Let us hear your song in the ground beneath our feet 
and see the colours you weave all around us. 
 

Jesus, our friend who nourishes us and waits for us, 
Teach us to understand the knowledge you are trying to give us. 
Open our minds to different ways of perceiving our own actions and those of others. 
Show us how to nurture understanding in our communities. 
 

Holy Spirit, flowing within us and through us, 
Continue to push us toward the path of peace. 
Encourage us not to fear our own ignorance. 
Lend insight to our understanding; expand our questions and our ways of knowing. 
  

In our hearts we confess to you, our God, 
to the times we have listened to the loudest voice, rather than the wisest, 
to ignoring knowledge that does not suit our own inclinations, 
and to becoming complacent in our own views. 
Let us continue to seek you and remember that we are your people, 
Amen 
 
 

Wait for the Lord  
whose day is near,  
wait for the Lord,  
keep watch, take heart 

 

Word of Grace 
  

As we watch for the morning, believe the Good News that comes from God:  
In Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God 

Children’s time part 1 Dave and Samuel 
Intro chat. Pastoral, covid compassion. Introduction to the bible reading. 

Bible Reading – Mark 8:14-26 Martin 
Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one loaf with them in the 
boat. And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out—beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the 
yeast of Herod.” They said to one another, “It is because we have no bread.” And becoming 
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aware of it, Jesus said to them, “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not 
perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes, and fail to see? Do you 
have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five 
thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 
“And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?” 
And they said to him, “Seven.” Then he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?” 
They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to him and begged him to touch 
him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village; and when he had put 
saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Can you see anything?” And the 
man looked up and said, “I can see people, but they look like trees, walking.” Then Jesus laid 
his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and his sight was restored, and he saw 
everything clearly. Then he sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not even go into the 
village.” 

Children’s time part 2 Dave and Samuel 
Chat with Samuel about what he heard in the reading. Focus on the numbers – links to Israel 
and all of creation.  

Song 
SONG:  What a friend we have in Jesus, TiS 590 
 

1.  What a friend we have in Jesus 
all our sins and griefs to bear, 
what a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer; 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer! 

 

2.  Have we trials and temptations, 
is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3.  Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 
Jesus is our only refuge: 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
in his arms he’ll take and shield you, 
you will find a solace there. 

 
SONG:  What a friend we have in Jesus, by Joseph Scriven, from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, 

PUBLIC DOMAIN 
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Bible Reading – Psalm 130 Lucy 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning,  
more than those who watch for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love,  
and with him is great power to redeem. 
It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 
 

Wait for the Lord  
whose day is near,  
wait for the Lord,  
keep watch, take heart 

 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

Reflection - Are your hearts hardened? Ian 
Jesus says to his disciples, “Do you still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts 
hardened?” And what about you, Friends, out there in lockdown land, what is the state of your 
heart today? 
This is not the first time in the gospel of Mark that the disciples are called hard hearted. But 
what does it actually mean to have hardened hearts? What comes to mind? Who comes to 
mind? I immediately think of Australia’s treatment of Asylum Seekers. I would say we have hard 
hearted policies towards boat arrivals, compassionless, insensitive policies. In my mind hard-
hearted means lacking empathy, being unfeeling, emotionally blocked. And I think it is important 
to acknowledge these associations right up front, because when the phrase hard-hearted is 
used in our gospel reading today it means something quite different. 
In our day we feel with our hearts (metaphorically at least). We can have big hearts and broken 
hearts and hearts on sleeves and it’s all to do with deep feelings, compassion, joy, grief.  We 
feel with our hearts and we think with our heads – head and heart, thoughts and feelings, the 
superior masculine rational mind and the inferior feminine emotional heart (that’s not what I 
think, that’s the patriarchy talking). We call this dualism, the differentiation and separation of 
head and heart, thought and feeling – it’s something we inherit from ancient Greek philosophy – 
thanks for that Socrates. But not all cultures are dualistic in this way, and notable among those 
which are not are the ancient cultures of the bible.  
Modern psychology tells us that dualism can be pretty unhealthy, especially for all us blokes 
who find we are out of touch with our emotions because we’ve been taught only to value 
rational thought. These days, psychologists encourage us to see thought and feeling as 
integrally and inseparably linked, and a healthy psyche as one which functionally integrates the 
thinking person and the feeling person into a Wise Mind. And this modern insight is much closer 
to the biblical understanding of the person than it is to Greek dualism. In the bible the word 
heart encompasses what we would call mind – a person thinks and feels with their heart 
because the two are not separate. Knowledge, understanding and wisdom all reside in the heart 
with feelings.  
So, when Jesus asks his disciples, “Do you still not perceive or understand?” – thinking words – 
and follows it up by saying, “Are your hearts hardened?”, he’s not talking about two different 
things, head and heart, thought and feeling, because in his world they are the same. A hard or 
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dull heart, therefore, is a heart closed to perception and understanding, it is a heart lacking 
wisdom.  
So, how is your heart right now? – any symptoms of hardening? By which I now mean: do you 
understand what is going on around you, are you clear about life and how to live it right now, is 
your way forward open and free of foggy confusion? Mine is not. This lockdown is hardening my 
heart, in the sense of confusing my thoughts and feelings, my hopes and plans.  
I have full sympathy with those hard-hearted disciples. We might have thought that the first 
followers of Jesus who were right there with him in the flesh, listening to his every word, seeing 
first hand all that he does, surely they would get it, would have clear eyed, open hearted faith? 
But Mark presents them as dim-witted stooges: “here we are in a boat with Jesus who just fed 
thousands of people with a few loaves of bread, twice! But we’ve only got one loaf between us, 
what are we going to eat?” It is a total set up – Mark is deliberately making them look bad. And I 
feel for them. But perhaps we don’t have it all together ourselves as disciples. Perhaps our faith 
and understanding are not as rock solid as we might wish. It might actually be pretty 
encouraging to know that the first disciples completely stuffed it up, that being close to Jesus is 
no guarantee of pure faith and clear understanding.  
Speaking of a lack of understanding, I had my second dose of Astra Zeneca last week, and I 
know from Facebook that many of you have also entered the invincible ranks of the fully 
vaccinated.  But I have also recently spoken to a few people (not from our congregation I hasten 
to add) who will not get vaccinated. One person I spoke to is choosing not to have a vaccine 
because he doesn’t want to put impure, unnatural substances into his body. Another person 
said that no one should get vaccinated because it will have terrible health consequences in the 
future, worse than COVID19 today. And it confuses me. I don’t doubt that it is the right thing to 
get vaccinated. I trust our epidemiologists – a couple of years ago I couldn’t have told you what 
an epidemiologist was, now they are my prophets – and they say vaccination is the way out of 
this nightmare. So why doesn’t everyone think that? (Obviously, I could tell a similar story about 
Climate Change.) Why don’t people see the truth when it is staring them in the face. Why are 
they so hard hearted, lacking perception and understanding?  
Or is it me who has the hardened heart? Am I caught up in a mass moral panic as some say? 
Am I the victim of a political conspiracy to steal my liberty? Is big pharma exploiting me with its 
greed? The great wash of alternative facts that our world is drowning in. Sometimes it is hard to 
know who to trust, hard to know what is true for myself, let alone to persuade others of the truth.  
Sometimes I feel like the half-blind man in our gospel reading. He says, “I can see people, but 
they look like trees walking.” Jesus has laid hands on him, but he still has foggy vision. Jesus 
has to have a second crack at him before he sees everything clearly. And this blind man 
symbolises the disciples – even the healing presence of Jesus right beside them doesn’t 
guarantee perfect perception.  
I’m looking to this half-blind man to inspire us with hope in this confusing age of conspiracy 
theorists, anti-vaxers and climate deniers with their different truths. But first I want to take a 
short diversion with the guidance of Rev Dr Kylie Crabbe who has done some scholarly work on 
disability and the bible. Jesus says to his hard-hearted disciples, “Do you have eyes, and fail to 
see? Do you have ears and fail to hear?” And the next thing we know, there he is half healing 
this blind man. He also heals a deaf man not long before. They are clearly stories symbolic of 
the disciples’ lack of perception and understanding.  
Now you might be a bit short sighted as I am or a bit hard of hearing yourself. Does that mean 
that we are ignorant stooges like the disciples, lacking the perception of truth? No, of course 
not. It’s just a metaphor – blindness just represents ignorance; it doesn’t mean that blind people 
are ignorant. Kylie quotes another scholar calling this “the terror of the miracle tradition” for 
people living with disability. The terror is that a blind person might be seen as “somehow ‘less 
than’ a sighted person” and in order to be whole and fully included in the family of Christ they 
must be changed, made ‘more acceptable’, made ‘normal’, healed. So, we are challenged to 
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interpret such stories with care. The blind man here today does not represent all blind people, 
no, he is actually just a (quote unquote) “narrative prosthesis” – he is a metaphor propping up 
the themes of this story, saying, “Look, being a follower of Jesus does not guarantee true 
insight. Sometimes, despite our faithfulness, the world looks like it’s got trees walking around in 
it.” 
The hope in the story is not that Jesus will fix our world by making everyone think the same. 
The hope is that when the human conflict of ideas becomes an intractable hardening of hearts, 
and we can’t clearly see the way forward together as a human family – the hope is that God 
hasn’t finished with us yet, that Christ’s healing potential has not foundered on the rock-hard 
hearts of human conflict.  
Then Jesus laid his hands on the blind man’s eyes a second time; and he looked intently and 
his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. This is our hope. 
I am not naively saying that if we have faith God will take care of the truth without us. I’m saying 
that if we have faith in God then the healing of hearts is possible. That the hardness of heart, 
the lack of perception and understanding among and between people in the world is not final 
and irrevocable. Healing is possible, even if at first it seems that the best Jesus can do is show 
us the foggy confusion of trees walking. In fact, I think this bible passage is saying that if we 
believe in God and follow Jesus then a lack of clear insight is inevitable – we’re not always 
going to understand everything clearly – but a healing of hearts which is the same thing as the 
growth of wise minds, is possible, in fact, that is what God is on about.   
I see Jesus reaching out his hands to lay them on the now half-blind man a second time, 
symbolising the insight that will come for his confused followers. How might we receive and give 
that healing touch of insight in the midst of human confusion today?  
The healing touch of Christ might be as subtle as a listening ear, for by God’s grace our hearts 
have ears and are able to hear. The healing touch of Christ might be seeing another as they 
truly are and being seen by them, for by God’s grace our hearts have eyes and are able to see.  
But the healing touch of Christ might also mean standing in the truth before the heart hardening 
powers of the world, just as Jesus did – it might look and feel like a rejection and a crucifixion, in 
other words. The first disciples certainly don’t clearly perceive what Jesus is on about until after 
he dies. And then they see that what looked like failure, like unmet potential, like a half-healing, 
what looked like a death caused by the hardened hearts of humanity, was in fact the greatest 
heart opening of them all.  
So, I pray that when we can’t see clearly, when we struggle to perceive or understand, that we 
may trust in the second chance, in the wounded healing hands that reach out of our human 
brokenness to heal our hearts and to heal the world.  

Offering Ian 
Song: LAMENT for a people with a dulled heart (BUC Songs S. Whelan 2013)  
 

Why do we listen and fail to hear? 
Why do we see and not perceive? 
We have turned away and our heart has grown dull 
Heal us, help us to grieve 
Heal us, help us to grieve 
 

Ooh… Ooh… Oh… Oh… 
Ooh… Ooh… Oh… Oh… 
 

Why do we listen and fail to hear? 
Why do we see and not perceive? 
We have turned away and our heart has grown dull 
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Heal us, help us believe 
Heal us, help us believe 
 

Ooh… Ooh… Oh… Oh… 
Ooh… Ooh… Oh… Oh… 

 
SONG: Lament, by Shawn Whelan, 2013, written for the BUC Boundless Plains series, used with permission. 

Prayers of the People Jim 
 

Benevolent God, source of creativity and love 
 

We pray for the World: may wise leaders have hearts open with wisdom and compassion.  
May caring professionals see and hear the facts and the truth.  
May caring friends really see us, really hear us, in times of crisis. 
 

Leader: In your mercy, hear our prayers 
Response: We feel our feet on the ground. We wait, quietly, for a warmer, gentler season. 
 

We pray for the church. May new Uniting Church leaders have ears to hear all our voices.  
May they have eyes to see the poor and suffering.  
May leaders of this and other churches find their hearts opened  
to the suffering, and wonder, of the world.  
 

Leader: In your mercy, hear our prayers 
Response: We feel our feet on the ground. We wait, quietly, for a warmer, gentler season. 
 

We pray for those in need.  
May those worried about the physical health of loved-ones, feel supported.  
May those worried about the mental health of loved-ones, find hope.  
May we draw closer to each other. May we journey together.  
May we have eyes to see where we can help.  
May we have ears to hear those who suffer.  
May we find our hearts opened to Christ’s new way.  
 

Leader: In your mercy, hear our prayers 
Response: We feel our feet on the ground. We wait, quietly, for a warmer, gentler season. 
 

In the name of Christ, leader and friend, offering us love; broken, yet, unbreakable. 
Praise 
Amen 

Notices 

Sending Song 
Tune In  Community  
 

1.  Part of a family, interconnected, this is community 
Welcoming strangers, visiting neighbours, this gives us dignity 
Care for the earth and sea, we need to keep them free,  
So we care for the earth and sea 
Care for the ones we meet, love is the face we see,  
When we care for the ones we meet 

 

2.  Part of a family, interconnected, this is community 
Welcoming strangers, visiting neighbours, this gives us dignity 
Sharing our joy and pain, praying and keeping faith 
By sharing our joy and pain 
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Singing a song of rights, imaging God in life,  
By singing a song of rights. 

 

3.  Part of a family, interconnected, this is community 
Welcoming strangers, visiting neighbours, this gives us dignity 

Talk to the lonely, bind up the broken, this makes community 
A glass of water shared with the thirsty, this makes for dignity 
This makes for dignity, this is community 

 
SONG:  Community, by David Brown, © 2004, from Tune In, Brunswick UC, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE 604502 

Blessing and Sending Ian 
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you now and remain with you always.  
 

Go in peace, with open hearts, to love and serve our God.  
 

In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

MV 214  May God's sheltering wings  
 

May God's sheltering wings,  
her gathering wings protect you. 
May God's nurturing arms,  
her cradling arms sustain you. 
And hold you in her love, 
And hold you in her love.  

 

SONG:  May God’s sheltering wings, by Judith Snowdon, from More Voices,  
United Church of Canada, Woodlake Publishing Inc. Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Thank Yous 
Liturgist: 
Amelia Ware 
 

Acknowledgement of 
Country: 
Jacob Delbridge 
 

Bible readers: 
Martin Brown 
Lucy Hardman 
 

Children’s time 
Dave Hall 
(Pastor: Children, Youth and 
Young Adults) 
Samuel Hall 
 

Reflection: 
Ian Ferguson 
(Minister of the Word) 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People: 
written by Jim Kilpatrick 
 

Musicians (recordings): 
Jane Allardice 
James Balsillie 
Alistair Hunter 
Courtney Rhode 
Kate Scull 
Natalie Sims 
Daniel Whelan 
Shawn Whelan 
 

Editing / Production: 
Jane Allardice 
Martin Brown 
Ray Cameron 
Saide Cameron 
Dave Hall 
Alistair Hunter 
 

Images:  
Ray Cameron  
(Bible readings) 
Ian Ferguson  
Dave Hall 
Compass: 
https://www.nationalgeograph
ic.org/activity/cardinal-
directions-and-maps/  
Five loaves: 
https://www.christianity.com/
wiki/jesus-christ/what-can-we-
learn-from-jesus-feeding-of-
the-5000.html  
4000:   
https://medium.com/alternativi
sts/our-7-loaves-and-a-few-
little-fish-for-4000-
842ce47728e4  
 

 

Closing verse on screen:  Send us out, O God 


