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NAIDOC WEEK – Heal Country! 
Order of Service – Sunday July 11th 

Prelude 
“From one ancestor God made all nations to inhabit the whole earth” – Acts 17:26 

Welcome Jenne 
Welcome to Brunswick Uniting Church, in person & over the internet, for this NAIDOC Week service. My 
name is Jenne, your liturgist. Our service today has been prepared by our Walking Together Discipleship 
& Education group. 
 

We will be taking much of our inspiration from the Uluru Statement from the Heart, the Preamble to the 
Uniting Church’s Constitution, and Brigg’s song The Children Came Back, as we look for ways to help Heal 
Country … the healing place for First Nations communities. We will also be sharing in prayers written by 
Aboriginal Christian leaders. 
 

Let’s stand and sing as we welcome the Word. 

Gathering Song 
Gather Us O God  

Gather us, O God.  
Body, spirit, soul and mind.  
Gather us, O God.  
One in union now with you.  

Gather us, O God, © 1991 Monica Brown & Emmaus Productions.  Used with permission;  
from As One Voice 2, Willow Connection Pty. Ltd. Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502,  

Lighting the Christ Candle Jenne 
Feel the ground beneath you –  
the land of Wurundjeri-Woiworung people  
or the First Nations People of wherever you may be today.  
Here on this land, O God, we come to worship You and  
light this candle to remind us of your Son,  
his Heart this country, the Heart of the First Peoples. 
 

Lights Christ candle  

Acknowledgement of Country Claire 
Please join in with the responses during this extended acknowledgement of country.  
 

We acknowledge and respect  
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land  
since time immemorial.  
They have never ceded sovereignty. 
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We acknowledge that the First Peoples  
had already encountered the Creator God  
before the arrival of the colonisers; 
the Spirit was already in the land,  
revealing God to the people  
through law, custom and ceremony. 
 

We are learning that the land  
is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen,  
we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  

Call to Worship  Jenne 
Today’s service celebrates the people of Australia’s First Nations in all their diversity. 
 

We will listen to First People’s voices, celebrate their ongoing culture and reflect together on our 
relationship. 
 

Let us worship God, giving thanks for the abundant grace and liberating hope which we know through 
Jesus Christ and which is for the healing of the nations and the building up of all people. 

Psalm 104 Jamie 
Our first bible reading is from Psalm 104 verses 24-30 – a spirituality of creation 
 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
In wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
creeping things innumerable are there, 
living things both small and great… 
These all look to you 
to give them their food in due season; 
when you give to them, they gather it up; 
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
when you take away their breath, they die 
and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the ground. 
 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 
 
Let’s stand and pray to the Creator Spirit in song – the Spirit who breathes life into this land creating and 
renewing it. We sing the first two verses of “We’re standing here on holy ground”. 
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Song  
We’re standing here on holy ground (lyrics John Brown, tune KINGSFOLD TiS 262) v.1-2 

We're standing here on holy ground, 
on land your hand has made; 
Your art displayed in timeless rocks, 
in purple haze and space; 
Its mighty gums and feathery ferns 
your beauty magnify. 
Tread softly then, in awe reflect, 
and listen to the land. 
 

We're standing here on holy ground, 
on land which ancients trod. 
They wrote your law in hills and streams 
in rocks and caves and trees; 
A law to tell us who we are, 
to guide and make us strong. 
Tread gently then, respect the earth, 
remember whence we've come. 

Prayer Of Adoration Jenne 
[Used with the permission of Elizabeth Pike, 1998 Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, Melbourne] 
 

Please be seated.  
Our prayer of adoration comes from Elizabeth Pike of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. Let us pray. 
 

Creator of all things,  
Both seen and unseen.  
Speak to us in your great wisdom.  
Make us strong as we seek  
Your help and guidance.  
Teach us to love all people  
Regardless of race or colour or belief.  
 

May we listen with great care  
To the heartbeat of this land  
And to its people  
Who cared for it so well  
And for so long.  
 

May the peace these people and their land  
Have always enjoyed  
Continue to be strengthened and preserved  
By all who wish to come and be part of  
This country and its ‘Ancient Dreaming’.  
 

Amen. 
 
Let’s stand to continue praying in song  
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We’re standing here on holy ground (lyrics John Brown, tune KINGSFOLD TiS 262) v.3-5 

We're standing here on holy ground, 
on land we long to share, 
Where each has space and equity, 
and neither want nor fear 
But demons fierce are dancing here 
of race and greed and hate. 
Engrave upon our wills, we pray, 
your ancient covenant law. 
 

We're standing here on holy ground, 
we seek your rule on earth; 
Your will be done in politics, 
in law court, market, church; 
Your gentleness among us reign, 
and each one dwell secure; 
May generations yet unborn, 
live here in harmony.  

© May 1996 John P Brown. (Adapted - Verses 1-2, 4-6) 
Permission is given to copy for free distribution with these lines attached 

Introduction to the Preamble Claire  
In 2009 the Uniting Church adopted a revised preamble to our constitution recognising the place of First 
Peoples in Australia and in our Church. The new preamble acknowledges our church’s commitment to a 
covenanting relationship with the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC), a 
covenant which fosters just, inclusive and equal relationships. Throughout our service today I will be 
reading sections of the preamble. First, let’s watch a video in which Rev Denise Champion introduces us 
to the Revised Preamble.  
 

Video: “Interview_with_Rev_Denise_Champion_edited” Full video available here: 
https://vimeo.com/showcase/3459179/video/143672301  
 

Claire:  From the Revised Preamble:  
As the Church believes God guided it into union so it believes that God is calling it to continually 
seek a renewal of its life as a community of First Peoples and of Second Peoples from many lands.  
Part of that (is) to recognise that when the churches that formed the Uniting Church arrived in 
Australia as part of the process of colonisation they entered a land that had been created and 
sustained by the Triune God they knew in Jesus Christ. 
Through this land God has nurtured and sustained the First Peoples of this country, who continue 
to understand themselves to be the traditional owners and custodians … of these lands and 
waters since time immemorial.  

Prayer of Confession    Jenne and Claire  
[Adapted from Uniting Church in Australia, Working Group on Worship, Liturgical resources for use in relation to the revised 
Preamble to the Constitution.] 
 

Jenne:  Let us pray our prayer of confession.  
 

Merciful God, we, the Second Peoples of this land, acknowledge with sorrow the injustice and 
abuse that has so often marked the treatment of the First Peoples of this land. 
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We acknowledge with sorrow the way in which their land was taken from them, and their 
language, culture and spirituality despised and suppressed. 
 

We acknowledge with sorrow that in our own time the injustice and abuse has continued. 
 we have been indifferent when we should have been outraged, 
 we have been apathetic when we should have been active, 
 we have been silent when we should have spoken out. 
 

We acknowledge with sorrow the way in which the Christian church and in particular the Uniting 
Churches were so often not only complicit in this process but actively involved in it. 

 

Kirsty:  From the Revised Preamble:  
Many in the Uniting churches … shared the values and relationships of the emerging colonial 
society… They were complicit in the injustice that resulted in many of the First Peoples being 
dispossessed from their land, their language, their culture, and spirituality, becoming strangers in 
their own land. 
The uniting churches were largely silent as Australia constructed a distorted version of history 
that denied this land was occupied, utilised, cultivated and harvested by these First Peoples…  As 
a result … the very integrity of the Gospel proclaimed by the churches was diminished.  

 

Jenne:  Gracious God, forgive us for our failures, past and present. 
By your Spirit transform our minds and hearts  
so that we may boldly speak your truth and courageously do your will. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Let us continue our prayer as we sing the words of Psalm 51, Create in us a clean heart, O God. 

Song  
Create in us a clean heart, O God  (TiS 712) 

Create in us a clean heart, O God. 
Renew within us a right Spirit. 
Cast us not away from your presence, O Lord, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us fullness of joy,  
the joy that springs from your salvation. 
Lighten our minds, 
shelter our lives with your Spirit free. 

 

SONG:  Create in us, by Digby Hannah, from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious  
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Word of Grace Jenne 
[Prepared by Wontulp Bi-Buya Indigenous Theology Working Group NATSICC 2003] 
 

God of love, 
you are the creator of this land 
and of all good things. 
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Our hope is in you 
because you gave your son Jesus 
to reconcile the world to you. 
We pray for your strength and grace 
to forgive, accept and love one another 
as you love us 
and forgive and accept us 
in the self-giving love of your Son. 
 

By the grace of God, our sin is forgiven.  
Thanks be to God 

 All Ages Activity                                            Claire and Jenne 
Claire and Jenne introduce and flag the activity to follow. 
 

This is a song on video that is for all the members of the congregation – kids included.  
 

You have a bookmark with the lyrics on it … please follow along (and in Order of Service for those watching 
at home – see the email sent out on Saturday). The plan is to investigate in small groups after this video 
song WHO these First Nations peoples mentioned are or were. This may come from your own knowledge, 
or you can use the smart phones in the group!  Explore now with others – can use a brains’ trust or phone. 
------------------- 
Allocate 3-4 people per group: 17 names …. I name per group … get groups to number off , and one 
person from each group says what they found out! In 1 sentence after we return in 5 mins.  
 
Video: “Briggs - The Children Came Back ft. Gurrumul & Dewayne Everettsmith (Official Video)” – 
downloaded and in Dropbox (3:50 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-wMbFntrTo 
 
Lyrics – on bookmark and in circulated Order of Service 

I'm Fitzroy where the stars be 
I'm Wanganeen in '93 1 
I'm 2 Mundine, I'm 3 Cathy Free- 
Man, that fire inside-a-me 
I'm 4 Adam Goodes, and Adam should 
Be applauded when he stand up 
You can look to us when that time stop 
I'm 5 Patty Mills with the last shot 
I'm 6 Gurrumul, I'm  7Archie 
I'm everything that you ask me 
I'm everything that you can't be 
I'm the dead hearts, heart beat 
The children came back 
The children came back 
Back where their hearts grow strong, back where they all belong 
The children came back 
I'm Patty Mills, u-huh, with 12 million dollars 
I'm  8 Doug Nicholls, I'm  9Jimmy Little 
With a royal telephone 
I'm the world champ in '68 
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Boy I'm 10 Lionel Rose 
I'm  11 William Cooper, I take a stand 
When no one even knows 
I'm the walk off, I'm the sound of 
The children coming home 
Boy I'm  Gurrumul, I'm Archie 
I'm everything that you ask me 
I'm everything that you can't be 
I'm the dead hearts, heart beat 
The children came back 
The children came back 
Back where their hearts grow strong, back where they all belong 
The children came back 
Royal Patty Mills 
Let me take it home, 12 I'm Rumba ( lara) 
I'm the sand hills on 13  Cummera   ( gunga)  
I'm 14  Les Briggs, I'm  15 Paul Briggs 
I'm 16  Uncle Ringo with all them kids 
I'm  17 Uncle Buddy, everybody loves me 
Ain't none below, ain't none above me 
I’m the carvings outta every scar tree 
I'm those flats that birthed Archie 
Now Mr Abbott, think about it 
Me and you we feel the same 
That might sound strange, but I'm just sayin' 
We both unsettled when the boats came 
I'm Gurrumul, I'm Archie 
I'm everything that you ask me 
I'm everything that you can't be 
I'm the dead hearts, heart beat 
The children came back 
I'm the dead hearts, heart beat 
The children came back 
I'm the dead hearts, heart beat 
Back where their hearts grow strong, back where they all belong 
The children came back 
The children came back 
The children came back 
Back where they understand, back to their mothers' land 
The children came back 
The children came back 
The children came back 
Back where their hearts grow strong, back where they all belong 
The children came back 
Source: Musixmatch, Songwriters: Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu / Adam Briggs / Archie Roach / Corey Mcgregor 
The Children Came Back lyrics © Universal Music Publishing Pty. Ltd., Mushroom Music Pty. Ltd., Sony/atv Music 
Publishing Allegro (aust) Pty, Mushroom Music Pty Ltd 
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Groups return, and one person from each group says what they found out! In 1 sentence !  

Bible Reading – Acts 17:22-28      Jamie and Claire 
Claire:  From the Revised Preamble: 

The First Peoples had already encountered the Creator God before the arrival of the colonisers; 
the Spirit was already in the land revealing God to the people through law, custom and 
ceremony. The same love and grace that was finally and fully revealed in Jesus Christ sustained 
the First Peoples and gave them particular insights into God’s ways.  

 

Jamie:  a reading from Acts 17: 22–28. 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in 
it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 
and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and 
he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 
so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is 
not far from each one of us. 
For ‘In God we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 
‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
 
For these words of witness and for Christ the Word:  
Thanks be to God 

Reflection – Heal Country Ian 
This year’s NAIDOC theme is “Heal Country”. What do First Nations people 
of our land and church need us to hear that we may join them in the 
healing of country? 

Earlier this week I watched the documentary film 
Firestarter: the Story of Bangara Dance Company 

(ABC iView). I found it so powerful and moving. In particular I saw and heard and 
felt an evocation of the intergenerational trauma brought on by colonisation 
and the stolen generation – heart-breaking trauma from which the gifted and 
successful Page brothers who founded and run the company are not immune. It 
was hard to see, but I appreciated their willingness to bring us into their pain. 
We need to hear it.  

I also saw and heard and felt in that film a great celebration of Aboriginal cultures and spirituality 
communicated in such a way that I, as a dance lover, felt in my soul.  And it is that healing celebration of 

culture and spirituality – which in the indigenous 
context are the same thing – that I want to focus on 
now.  

 [IMAGE: Anaditj] We heard Rev Dr Denise 
Champion, Aunty Denise, speaking to us earlier 
about the revised preamble to our constitution. She 
is an Adnyamathanha woman from South Australia. 
In her new book, Anaditj, she tells this little story: 
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My Uncle Charlie was recalling how his people used to talk about Willie 
Wagtail. Our people would say, “Don’t throw stones at that bird 
because that bird is a sacred bird. That bird brings messages. Don’t kill 
the messenger.” [Anaditj, Denise Champion p. 49] 

I sometimes see Willie Wagtails around Brunswick – particularly down 
by the Merri Creek. I’ve always thought them beautiful, but never 
consciously thought of them as a sacred bird. It’s a different way of seeing the world, seeing spirit in 
everyday creation.  

I turned to indigenous Christian theologian Garry Worete Deverell and his book 
Gondwana Theology to help me understand this difference. Garry is a 
Trawloolway Pairebeenener man from the northeast of Trouwerner Tasmania. 
He is a direct descendant of the last head man of his mob, Manalargenna, a 
Trawloolway warrior who fought fiercely in the so called “Black War” which 
raged all over Tasmania during the late 1820s. Garry speaks of indigenous 
spirituality in terms of: country, kin and this thing we call “the dreaming”.  

I’ve heard about the dreaming since I was a child, but I’m learning that it is more 
than a bunch of creation stories about how things were in the beginning. 

Gary describes the dreaming as “the practice of a ritual storytelling – that is story told, enacted and 
performed in the body – danced Bangara style, if you like – ritual storytelling that weaves past, present 
and future living together in a web. He writes: the dreaming is not primarily about the past. … it is 
everywhere and always present, in the living things all around and like the breath in our own nostrils; it 
is a past rendered meaningful, a future full of promise, and a present aflame with life in all its fullness. 
The dreaming is nothing less, in fact, than the passage of the divine spirit in and through the world as 
body, materiality, lore, flesh (Gondwana Theology p 15). The dreaming, says Garry, is like the water in 
which fish swim. Perhaps today we might see a similarity to what Paul says in our reading from Acts: “in 
God we live and move and have our being” – like fish in water, the dreaming, a way of living, a way of 
divine wisdom.  

The dreaming stories shape and interpenetrate the country. Both Garry and Aunty Denise speak of 
country as Scripture. Garry says, “the creation stories of indigenous peoples show that country is more 
than just a dwelling place for human beings. It is also the place in which the creator ancestors live and 
continue to speak and guide through river, mountain, sea, and myriad animals and plants. [like the Willy 
Wagtail for Aunty Denise]. Garry goes on, The land is therefore something of a sacred text for 
indigenous peoples.” (Gondwana Theology p 11) Could it be that for us too? Could we learn this from 
First Peoples for the healing of country? 

 When Jamie read to us from our sacred text, the Acts of the Apostles 
today, we heard Paul speaking in Athens to people who are different 
to him in culture, language and religion. He is engaging in a bit of 
cross-cultural dialogue by quoting their own poet back to them, “in 
God we live and move and have our being” – Paul didn’t write those 
words, that is a quote from a Greek poet. Now in this instance, Paul 
is representing a colonised culture – he is a Jew from Palestine, 
speaking into the colonising Greek culture of the Roman Empire. He 
is speaking across cultures using the language of the coloniser to 

communicate his healing message. Much as Garry and Aunty Denise are doing in their books.  

And note this ironic twist – that quote from a Greek poet is recorded in the Book of Acts and becomes 
part of Holy Scripture for us – it is an example of cultural and religious relationship across difference.  
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And what Paul does in Athens, Stephen Page and his brothers 
have done through their art with Bangara Dance Company – 
bringing different cultures and languages together, Western 
Contemporary Art and the Dreaming, art forms of the 
colonisers with the spiritual forms of the colonised, making 
the new old again.  

What would it take for us to learn to read the land, read 
country, as sacred text alongside the sacred texts of our faith? 
– to allow them to inform and illuminate one another? What 
would it take for us to learn to read this country as a place 
from which God speaks to us – the Creator God whom (to 
quote the revised preamble to our constitution), “the First 
Peoples had already encountered before the arrival of the 
colonisers.” What would it take to be sustained with the First 
Peoples by “the Spirit [who] was already in the land revealing 

God to the people through law, custom and ceremony.” What would it take, not as appropriation of 
culture, but as listening to and learning from this land and its first peoples? 

Perhaps we have already begun to do that. Are we, as a culture, learning to value the kind of 
sustainable, balanced, integrated spiritual relationship that First Peoples had with this land for 
thousands of years? – a relationship which maintains the integrity of the environment and its natural 
cycles, and which adjusted to climatic and sea-level changes over centuries [Peter Sutton, The Dark Emu 
Debate p. 77] – something we can now recognise as a stunning achievement of human culture, and a 
necessary corrective in this time of climate crisis; but above all, a great accomplishment of spirituality, 
that living relationship with country, kin and dreaming? 

When her uncle Charlie told Aunty Denise about the messenger bird 
Willy Wagtail, he said to her, “that little Willy Wagtail is not like 
other birds it doesn’t build its nest in the trees it makes its nest on 
the ground.” Aunty Denise says, Immediately I could hear the echo 
of Christ as messenger; Christ the one who has come to make his 
home with us. Christ to me is like the Willy Wagtail, the one who 
brings the message. Christ being the messenger coming and living 

amongst us happened right back at the beginning of creation; Christ is one who is in everything and in 
all. It is very important to understand where each locate themselves. Willie Wagtail lives on the ground. 
And God is not this abstract God in the sky but Christ who has come to live among Adnyamathanha. To 
live among the people of this land, from the beginning.  

Let us pray… 

Living wisdom, give us eyes to see and ears to hear. 
Give us hearts open to the movement of your Spirit in this land 
Give us hearts open to the wisdom of First Peoples 
in the creatures of this land, in its mountains, rivers, seas. 
Give us eyes to see and ears to hear.  Amen 

Affirmation of Faith      Claire and Jamie  
Claire: From the Revised Preamble:  

In 1985 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander members of the Uniting Church … formed the 
Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. 
After much struggle and debate, in 1994, the …. Uniting Church … discovered God’s call, accepted 
this invitation and entered into an ever deepening covenantal relationship with the Uniting 



 11 

Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. This was so that all may see a destiny together, 
praying and working together for a fuller expression of our reconciliation in Jesus Christ. 

 
Jamie:  We invite you now to affirm the faith and spirituality that is God’s gift to us through Christ in this 

land – that faith and spirituality that is deepening as we learn from our First Nations siblings in 
the church. This affirmation of faith is derived from the Revised Preamble to the Uniting Church 
Constitution. Let’s say it together.  

 

We declare our faith in God as Creator of the universe, the world in which we live, and all living things 
on the face of the earth.  
 

We believe that creation bears witness to the power and the presence of the Triune God and calls us 
as God’s people to praise, thanksgiving and responsible stewardship of the earth.  
 

We celebrate the richness and diversity of culture and language in our world knowing that under God 
we are united in our common humanity.  
 

We declare our faith in God as Spirit, breath of life, always at work to bring people alive to God.  
 

We believe that this same Spirit has been present and active in every race and culture, preparing 
hearts and minds to hear and receive the good news of God’s love and grace revealed uniquely in 
Jesus Christ.  
 

We celebrate the fact that from the beginning the Spirit was present and active in revealing God 
through the law, custom and ceremony of the First People’s of this ancient land.  
 

We declare our faith in Jesus, Saviour and Lord, who brought the church into being and prayed for its 
unity.  
 

We believe that in Christ we are brothers and sisters together in the one great family of God, called to 
live in faith, hope and love for the sake of the Kingdom of God here on earth.  
We celebrate the opportunity to learn, grow and serve together as a pilgrim people in the name of 
Christ.   
 

(from: Uniting Church in Australia, Working Group on Worship, Liturgical resources for use in relation to the revised Preamble 
to the Constitution)  

Offering with Song:  Jenne 
Jenne:  As we sing together now you are invited to make an offering of faith to God. It is an offering we 

all make in our hearts, a sacrifice of thanksgiving. If you have a financial offering towards the 
ministry of our church in its worship and care for the poor and marginalised, place it in the bowls 
beside the baptism font. Thanks also to those who offer by direct debit. 

 

We give our thanks / Reamo leboga (Traditional Botswana - MV187) 

Reamo leboga, reamo leboga, 
reamo leboga, modimo wa rona 
 

1.  We give our thanks to God,  
we give our thanks to God,  
we give our thanks to God, 
we give our thanks to God. 

 

2.  We give our hands to you (x3) 
because you reached for us. 
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3.  We give our feet to you  (x3) 

because you walk with us. 
 

4.  We give our eyes to you, (x3) 
because you looked for us. 

 

5.  We give our hearts to you, (x3) 
because you first loved us.  

 

Reamo leboga, reamo leboga, 
reamo leboga, modimo wa rona 

SONG:   We give our thanks, 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music, from More Voices, published by 
United Church Publishing house and Wood Lake Publishing 2007, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENSE # 604502 

Offering Dedication  Jenne 
Please join in the response at the end of this dedication.  
 

We long for the time 
when the meek shall inherit the earth 
and all who hunger and thirst after justice 
shall be satisfied, 
and we believe that, despite the persistence of evil, 
now is always the time 
when more good can be done 
and we can make a difference. 
May it be so, through the offering of these gifts 
and the offering of our lives. Amen. 
 

[Source: Prayer for Justice and Peace, Iona] 

Prayers of the People Clare K 
God of all creation, we pray for your people, the First Peoples of this land, created in your image, who 
have walked as one with the land and fashioned the world’s oldest continuous human culture. You were 
present in these lands long before the colonisers came. May we learn to meet you here, including by 
learning from the First Peoples’ understanding of Country.  
 

Country is all of your wondrous creation. More than a place, it is a sense of identity, belonging, 
groundedness and home. May we, who have come later, find our place in this Country – accepting both 
the welcome we have been offered, and the responsibilities that true belonging brings. 
 

[pause]  
 

We pray that the First Peoples’ understanding of Country is recognised as part of our national heritage. 
That the true history and knowledge of language, culture and traditional practices are taught in schools 
and used to inform future discussion in work to close the gap between First and later peoples in health, 
life expectancy, education, housing, incarceration rates and so many other areas. 
 

We pray that First Peoples’ understanding of Country may be sought out and valued in the face of 
increasing climate crisis and ecological destruction, and that corporations and governments listen when 
First Peoples say no to using their lands for greed and profit.  
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[pause] 
 

May the voices of First Peoples be heard as they seek to provide 
culturally safe healthcare, such as the Yolgnu women of Galiwin’ku in 
remote Elcho Island, bringing cultural knowledge into the medical 
understanding of pregnancy and childbirth to decrease high 
premature birth rates and enable more Galiwin’ku women to give 
birth on country.  
 

May First Peoples be heard 
as they revive and revitalise 
their cultural languages, and 
engage their children in 
learning. The language 
revival program of the Kullilli 
people near Thargomindah is 
rebuilding knowledge and 

identity lost through displacement from Country; while the “two way” education system being 
developed in Arnhem Land and elsewhere blends culture and language with literacy and numeracy skills.  
 

We pray that governments and other authorities 
strengthen measures to recognise, protect, and 
promote all aspects of First Peoples’ culture and 
heritage for all peoples of this land now called 
Australia. This includes the returning of land to First 
Peoples for cultural custodianship and management, 
a vital part of healing country. Signified close to 
home last week, with the news that the Wurundjeri 
and Bunurong peoples have come to a new 

agreement over the management of Naarm, or Melbourne, and surrounding areas.  
 

We pray that Elders and communities fighting for significant institutional, structural and collaborative 
reform may see justice, in the form of Recognition, Truth-Telling and Treaty. Help us all to play our part 
in these, without which, the Healing of Country cannot truly occur.  
 

We pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, your son and our brother,  
 

Amen. 

Notices  Jenne  
include Aug 8th Agreement making session (from Aboriginal Rights solidarity group BUC Council Sub 
Comm.) 

Sending Song: 
We will walk with you at the edges / We Will Love  NCYC 1995 

We will walk with you at the edges 
We will die with you on the cross roads, 
We will live in your dangerous places, 
We will love. 
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We will risk with you taking chances 
We will stand with you facing evil 
We will live in your dangerous places 
We will love. 
 

1.  Come Lord Jesus Christ hear our prayer 
Come now living friend please draw near 
Alone we feel unsure and so afraid 
Calling us to live by your grace 
Calling us to leave all that’s safe 
Our lives we choose to lose so you may save. Chorus 

 

2.  Stepping out we call on your name 
Knowing you have healed all our shame 
Our God your precious love has made us whole 
gifting us with power to set free 
Holy Spirit use even me. 
Renew all that I am so I may see.  Chorus 

 

We will love (x3) 

SONG:  We will love, by Graeme Gardiner, from NCYC Songbook ‘93 Love in a dangerous time,  
used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 604502 

Blessing                       Ian and Kirsty  
(adapted from: Uniting Church in Australia, Working Group on Worship, Liturgical resources for use in relation to the revised 
Preamble to the Constitution)  
 

Kirsty: From the preamble:   
AND THUS, the Church celebrates this Covenantal relationship as a foretaste of that coming 
reconciliation and renewal which is the end in view for the whole creation.  

 

Ian:  People of God, 
go from here to live out the covenant into which we, 
the First and Second Peoples of this land,  
have entered with one another. 
Confront and challenge injustice wherever you see it. 
Act justly yourselves and insist that others do the same. 
Rejoice in the richness of our diverse cultures and learn from them.  
Celebrate and demonstrate the unity we share in Jesus our Lord.  
Commit to worship, witness and serve as one people under God.  
 

Go in peace with the blessing of God,  
Land shaper,  
Country healer,  
Breath giver.  
 

In the name of Christ. Amen 
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