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Facilitation Group 

19  Climate Justice Action 

(previously 8 & 17) 

That the Synod resolve:  

(a) To acknowledge that God calls us to live in harmony with our natural environment and to 
seek justice and well-being for all creation. 

(b) To affirm the covenanting relationship between the Uniting Church in Australia and the 
UAICC, and our relationships with our partner churches in the Pacific as these groups are 
significantly impacted by climate change.  

(c) To acknowledge that the World Council of Churches Executive Committee has declared a 
climate emergency “which demands an urgent and unprecedented response by everyone 
everywhere”.   

(d) To acknowledge the need for immediate and substantial action by governments, businesses 
and communities, including the councils and institutions of the church in this Synod, to 
mitigate climate change caused by human activity and the threat it poses to God’s good 
creation.  

(e) To undertake urgent action on climate change based on the overwhelming scientific 
evidence and the Synod Vision and Mission Principles that guide the Synod to “care for 
creation” and “live justly and seek justice for all". 

(f) Encourage members of the church to join the Synod Climate Action Task Force to identify 
and facilitate actions for the councils and institutions of the church in this Synod to reduce 
their greenhouse gas emissions. 

(g) To request congregations to inform their presbyteries what actions they are already taking 
to address climate change, and for the presbyteries to provide that information to the Synod 
Climate Action Task Force, and report back to Synod 2022  with an update. 

(h) To thank the Commonwealth Government for its efforts to promote greater recycling and 
reduction in waste generation in Australia.  

(i) To call on the Commonwealth Government to commit to:  

 Showing leadership in taking actions to limit global average temperature rise to 1.50C 
above preindustrial levels; 

 Net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 at the latest; 

 meaningful engagement and support for communities currently dependent on coal 
mines or coal-fired power stations to allow for a just transition away from financial 
dependence on fossil fuel production and consumption;  

 not providing financial support to new natural gas developments; assisting 
businesses to reduce or eliminate any dependence on natural gas, and Australia’s 
natural gas requirements being met by reserving a portion of existing production, as 
is already the case in Western Australia; and 

 no financial or other support for new coal-fired power stations; 

 no approval for new coal mines and coal mine expansions of existing mines; and 
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 continued support for the uptake of renewable energy sources 

(j) To commend the Victorian Government for the passage of the Climate Change Act 2017 that 
sets a target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.  

(k) To commend the Tasmanian Government for:  

 establishing an aspirational emissions reduction target of net- zero emissions by 
2050;  

 having 90 per cent of its electricity generated from renewable sources; 

 having set a target of 200 per cent renewable energy generation by 2040; and  

 having reduced its greenhouse gas emissions by 95 per cent on 1990 levels. 

(l) To call on the Tasmanian Government to legislate the net-zero greenhouse gas emissions 
target by 2050, including a credible mechanism to progressively achieve the target. 

(m) To write to the Prime Minister, the Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction, the Leader 
of the Opposition, the Shadow Minister for Climate Change and Energy, the Leader of the 
Greens, the Premier of Victoria, the Victorian Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate 
Change, and the Premier of Tasmania informing them of this resolution 

Proposer: Rev Ian Ferguson 

Seconder: Dr Mark Zirnsak 

Rationale: 

The scientific evidence reveals that climate change is already causing severe harm to the lives of 
hundreds of millions of people across the globe. Climate change will cause increased extreme weather 
events (floods, droughts, heat waves), rising sea levels and loss of food production. 
 
Addressing human-induced climate change will require a sustained global effort over decades to come. 
Actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions made now will take decades to reduce the risks of climate 
change. Failing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions now will lock the planet into further climate change, 
with increased climate-related harm. Failing to act will also make it harder to mitigate the impacts of 
climate change in the future.  
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has stated that the current commitments made to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by governments under the Paris Agreement on addressing climate 
change are not enough to limit the global average temperature increase to 1.5oC. In September 2019, 
the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organisation stated: 

‘It is highly important that we reduce greenhouse gas emissions, notably from energy production, 
industry and transport. This is critical if we are to mitigate climate change and meet the targets 
set out in the Paris Agreement. To stop a global temperature increase of more than 2 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial levels, the level of ambition needs to be tripled. And to limit the 
increase to 1.5 degrees, it needs to be multiplied by five’. 

 
There is a diversity of theological perspectives on how we, as people, should respond to the natural 
environment. There has been a move in recent decades to see that God intends humanity to live in 
harmony with the rest of God’s creation. More traditional Western theological reflections had emphasised 
humanity acting as stewards of God’s creation, using imagery such as tending a garden. Despite the 
theological diversity that exists, all these theological positions form a common foundation for the need to 
act to minimise the harm from human-induced climate change. 
 
The Synod last considered its position on climate change in 2008. The National Assembly meeting set a 
position on climate change at its 2018 meeting. The proposal above builds on those existing resolutions 
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while providing a more explicit position on where the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania stands on acting 
for climate justice.  
 
The JIM Cluster produced a consultation paper on climate change and invited conversations and 
submissions from presbyteries, congregations and members between the start of June 2020 and the end 
of August 2020. The Cluster received 21 written submissions, participated in four online forums and had 
one online meeting with a congregational social justice group. The Cluster received no feedback that 
disputed that humanity is influencing climate change. However, there was a very diverse range of views 
expressed in the responses and discussions.  
 
There was strong and consistent feedback that all parts of Synod should be acting on climate change. 
There was a difference of view as to if the Synod should make any calls on governments. The JIM Cluster 
has taken the position that governments must act on climate change. It will be impossible to provide the 
level of action needed to stave off the worst harms that would otherwise result. 
 
The proposal above aims to set some concrete positions on climate change that enhance the positions 
taken by previous Synods and the National Assembly. These will provide clear guidance for the advocacy 
and campaigning work that parts of the Synod subsequently conduct. The positions will also allow for 
some flexibility in responding to actions by government and businesses to achieve the necessary level of 
effort, rather than insisting on only one path or set of steps. 
 
The proposal contains only a high-level reminder that the Synod itself needs to act on climate change. 
The consultation conducted by the JIM Cluster revealed that the stated concern about the threat of climate 
change had not been matched by a corresponding level of action by the Synod. Previous resolutions of 
the Synod that required action on climate change in 2011 and 2017 did not result in the necessary activity 
suggested by the resolutions.  
 
At the 2014 Synod meeting, the Energy Reduction Management Committee established by the 2011 
resolution reported that it was constrained by “very limited finances” and “very limited other resources”. 
The report did not indicate the level of emissions reduction across the Synod that had been achieved. 
 
At the 2017 Synod meeting, the Committee reported that it had not been assigned any “identified financial 
resources”, but had been able “to achieve some small progress”. The Committee has lapsed during the 
period of the Major Strategic Review. The Major Strategic Review also resulted in the termination of the 
Synod Environmental Project Officer role.  
 
The stated concern about climate change by our congregation members is something to be commended. 
However, the behaviour of the Synod as a whole is that climate change is an important issue, but one 
that can be addressed by slow, steady and modest actions over an extended timeframe. The JIM Cluster 
believes that closing the gap between the stated concern over climate change and the level of activity will 
not be effectively facilitated by yet another resolution that tells parts of the Synod to act. Instead, the 
Cluster has already established a Synod Climate Action Taskforce to gather all those willing to encourage 
and foster a greater level of action on climate change across the Synod. It is also collaborating with other 
Synods to support each other in the Uniting Church across Australia taking a greater level of action. 
Church members and bodies need positive encouragement and support to act. 
 
There is also a clear lesson that the Synod responds to issues more effectively, and with more significant 
resources, when compelled to do so by governments. Examples include action on making the church a 
safe place for children, addressing modern slavery risks in what we buy and invest in and responding to 
assisted dying laws. Thus, encouraging governments to act on climate change is more likely to result in 
parts of the Synod taking meaningful action. 
 


