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> Discipleship & Education News

Walking Together (with First Nations) D&E Group 
Fitzroy Aboriginal Heritage Trail walk

In order to welcome 
everyone to the 
Fitzroy Aboriginal 
Heritage Trail walk I 
needed a little more 
height – so jumped 
up on the park bench 
that sits under the 
splendid Morten Bay 
Fig tree that marks 

the beginning of the walk.  In our group I saw  newcomers to 
our community; I saw familiar faces and I saw visitors.  We don’t 
look quite as multi-cultural as when I travel on a tram…. But I 
think we are getting there.  

Sunday 23 May was a brilliant sunny Autumn day.  The 
Walking Together (with First Nations) Group were lucky.  Jenne 
offered an Acknowledgement of Country. Around 30 people 
came on this Walk.  

We broke into three groups and headed off along a very busy 
and currently on-trend Gertrude Street Fitzroy to listen and learn 
more of the Aboriginal history in this area. 

Here is some info 
from the self-guided 
walk.  Still not too late 
to do this – you can 
go anytime. 

Fitzroy Aboriginal Community 

Despite the effects of colonisation, Aboriginal people and culture 
survived and the strong bonds between families and clans 
could not be broken. From the 1920s onwards, the Aboriginal 
community of Melbourne began to steadily increase with the 
wave of Aboriginal people coming straight from the missions 
such as Thomas James, Grace Brux, Margaret Tucker, Martha 
Nevin (Wandin, Wurundjeri women) and William Cooper, who 
moved to Fitzroy from Cummeragunja between 1920 and 1935. 
By the 1950s, Fitzroy supported a community of more than 
300 Aboriginal people, with many living in surrounding inner 
city suburbs. Fitzroy not only became the largest Aboriginal 
community in Victoria, it also became the social and political hub 
of Aboriginal Melbourne.

https://aboriginalhistoryofyarra.com.au/
FitzroyAboriginalHeritageWalkingTrail.pdf 

Remarkably, those of us wanting to eat after the Walk, all fitted 
into the one restaurant on Smith Street.  We ate, we reflected 
and we all gave thanks to the organisers -  especially Geoff 
Thompson - and other members of the WT group. 

What did this Walk mean to you?  We would love to read your 
comments.  
Please 
consider 
sharing 
them on 
the Walking 
Together 
Facebook 
page.  

Claire Foley, 
24 May 2021 

foleyclairep@
icloud.com
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