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Worship  01/04/2021  Maundy Thursday  
Note - this service was not livestreamed. 

 
Gathering & Welcome – In the Gathering Space 

OPENING VERSE 
16So the disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the 
Passover meal. Mark 14:16 

 
SONG:  Gather us O God, AoV 2.139 
Gather us, O God.  
Body, spirit, soul and mind.  
Gather us, O God.  
One in union now with you.  

Gather us, O God, © 1991 Monica Brown & Emmaus Productions.   
Used with permission; from As One Voice 2, Willow Connection Pty. Ltd. Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502,  

 
GOSPEL READING:  Mark 14:1-9 Saide 
It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were 
looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they said, “Not during the festival, or there may be a riot 
among the people.” 
While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar 
of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But some were 
there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment could have 
been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus 
said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. For you always have the 
poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She has 
done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 
 
WELCOME Ian 
The God of all grace, mercy, peace and compassion be with you all:  
And also with you.  
 
Welcome to worship this evening here on the land of a Dreaming People the Wurundjeri of the Kulin Nation. Tonight 
we will join Jesus on the last night of his life and travel with him and his disciples from the supper to the garden.  In 
the past, this has been a footwashing service, but this year because of COVID we are focusing instead on the Last 
Supper alone. We are following Mark’s gospel where there is no footwashing story. Mark has already brought us to 
the upper room where the meal is being prepared. Now we will take some time apart to pray, engaging with the 
symbols of God’s covenant love that have filled our worship through Lent. Breathe deep to enter this time and 
place… 
 
PRAYER Saide 
Let us pray … 
God of the rainbow gift we come this evening to worship you. 
Your covenant promise reminds us of your love for us and all creation. 
As we come to the table, we remember that this promise 
is renewed again and again with Abraham, through Moses and Jeremiah. 
 
Jesus we come this evening to feast with you. 
We remember your last meal with your disciples in an upper room. 
We listen again to your words and treasure them in our hearts. 
We receive the renewal of the covenant in bread and wine. 
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As we prepare to travel through the garden on the way to the cross 
we carry with us the symbols of our Lenten journey,  
ordinary things maybe, made extraordinary through the gift of Jesus. 
We come to you God of the rainbow, we worship and adore you.  Amen. 
 
SONG:  I will set a bow 
Let’s sing our Lenten covenant song, as we prepare to spend some time in prayer. 
1.  I will set my bow in the clouds 
as a sign of my love for you; 
as a sign of my promise to all the earth, 
visible where grey sky meets blue. 
 

2.  I will place a child in your womb 
as a sign of my love for you; 
when you laugh at the wonder, remember this: 
Abraham and Sarah did, too. 
 

3.  I will give Moses my law 
as a sign of my love for you; 
be a part of my justice in all the earth;  
covenant to do what is true. 
 

4.  I will offer pardon to all 
as a sign of my love for you;  
when the vow has been broken and trust destroyed, 
I will offer pardon to you. 
 

5.  I will write my law in your heart 
as a sign of my love for you; 
love compels us to follow the Christ, my child: 
Covenant restored and renewed. 

SONG:  I will set my bow in the clouds, Words & Music:  Daniel Charles Damon,  
© 1993 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream IL 60188.  All rights reserved.   

Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 
 

Preparing for the feast – Prayer stations 
INVITATION Ian and Saide 
This evening as we prepare to recall Jesus’ Last Supper through our celebration of Holy Communion you are invited 
to visit four prayer stations offered in this space.  Take some time at each one, read what is offered, reflect, engage 
with the actions suggested or simply sit in the space.  Peter will play for us as we pray.   

 

• Station 1 - Chapel space (west) 
Genesis 17:7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 
Here you will see the fairy lights, symbol of the promise to Sarah and Abraham, “look at the stars, so shall you 
descendants be” – the family of God’s love within creation.  Light a taper here and offer your prayers for the world, for 
all the children of Abraham & Sarah. 
 

• Station 2 - Gathering space  
Exodus 20:2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall 
have no other gods before me. 
Here you will see a bowl of stones, symbol of the gift of the Ten Commandments to Moses – the law of love carved in 
stone grounding our lives. Take a stone, cold to the touch and warm it in your hands.  Think of the challenges you 
are facing, difficult times you have experienced.  Keep the stone with you.  When you move to the Sanctuary place it 
in the garden in front of the Communion Table. 
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Station 3 - Font  
Numbers 21:9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
Here you will find snake skins, symbol of the promise of healing in the desert – skins shed so that the creature may 
grow – a reminder of God’s faithfulness even in the hard places of life.  You will also see a basket of leaves from our 
olive trees.  Take a leaf and float it in the font, offer your prayers for healing, for new life, for the future. 
 

• Station 4 - Chapel space (east) 
Jeremiah 31:33b I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 
Here you will find a basket of hearts, symbol of the promise through the prophet Jeremiah of God’s law of love written 
on our hearts.  Take a heart and a texta.  Write a prayer from your heart.  What feelings are moving in you?  What do 
you want to say to God this evening?  Keep the heart with you.  When you move to the Sanctuary place it in the 
garden in front of the Communion Table. 
 
When you hear the musicians beginning to sing The Song of the Supper, move to the Sanctuary and sit on one of the 
chairs or stand in a circle around the table.  Place your stone and heart prayer in the garden.  We will share the feast 
of Holy Communion under the rainbow, God’s covenant gift to Noah, the arch of God’s love over all creation. 
 

Holy Communion – around the table 
SONG:  The Song of the Supper, Enemy of Apathy  
1.  The time was early evening, 
the place a room upstairs; 
the guests were the disciples, 
few in number and few in prayers. 
 
Oh, the food comes from the baker, 
The drink comes from the vine, 
The words come from the Saviour, 
“I will meet you in bread and wine.” 
 
2.  The company of Jesus 
had met to share a meal, 
but he, who made them welcome, 
had much more to reveal. 
 
3.  “The bread and body broken 
the wine and blood outpoured, 
the cross and kitchen table 
are one by my sign and word.” 
 
4.  On both sides of the table, 
on both sides of the grave, 
the Lord joins those who love him 
to serve them and to save. 
 
5.  Lord Jesus, now among us, 
confirm our faith’s intent, 
as, with your words and actions, 
we unite in this sacrament. 
 

SONG:  The Song of the Supper, © 1988 The Iona Community, from Enemy of Apathy, © Wild Goose Publications,   
Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland  Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502.   

ALSO Reproduced with permission by CCLI license no. 247623 
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GOSPEL READING:  Mark 14:12-16 Saide 
12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to him, ‘Where do 
you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ 13So he sent two of his disciples, saying 
to them, ‘Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, 14and wherever he enters, say 
to the owner of the house, “The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?” 15He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.’ 16So the 
disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover 
meal. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION Ian 
The Institution with SONG:  Feed us now by Robin Mann, TiS 538 

SONG:  Feed us now, © Robin Mann, from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious,  
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

1.  Feed us now, Bread of Life in this holy meal. 
Let us know your love anew we hunger for you 
Feed us now, Bread of Life come and live within 
Let your peace be ours today, Lord Jesus we pray 

 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
For I received from the Lord  
what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus, 
on the night when he was betrayed,  
took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said: 
This is my body which is for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
2.  Piece of bread, glass of wine, Lord, this food is good. 

Love and mercy come to us your promise we trust 
Piece of bread, glass of wine, who can understand 
How His mercy works in these, yet Lord we believe 

 
In the same way also the cup,  
after supper, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as you eat this bread  
and drink the cup,  
you proclaim the Lord’s death  
until he comes. 
 
3.  God is here, O so near, nearer than our thoughts 

Stay with us, where'er we go, Lord help us to grow 
God is here, O so near, in this heaven's meal 
May we always feed on you, on the bread that is true. 

 
Let us pray: 
Jesus Christ, servant Lord,  
here around this table  
you make a new covenant with your people,  
a sign of love in bread and wine.  
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Fill us with your holy Spirit this night,  
that feasting here,  
our souls might be satisfied in you. 
 
The Thanksgiving 
We are the body of Christ: His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts: We lift our hearts to God. 
 
Let us give thanks to God who is Wisdom and Love: 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
For life, 
for love, 
for promise, 
for peace, 
for Christ of the stable,  
table,  
cross  
and empty tomb, 
we thank you,  
God of creation,  
God of all people in all times,  
God in our presence. 
 
Breathing your Spirit now  
we sing out the faith of the ages: 
 
Holy, holy, holy (TIS764)  
 
Holy (Holy), holy, (holy) 
holy Lord of power and might. 
Heaven (Heaven), earth (earth) 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
All glory to your name.  
 (All glory to your name.) 
All glory to your name.  
 (All glory to your name.) 
 
Blessed (Blessed), blessed (blessed) 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed (Blessed), blessed (blessed) 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
 (Hosanna in the highest.) 
Hosanna in the highest.  
 (Hosanna in the highest.) 
 
At Christ’s table we give thanks  
for the seed which falls into the ground  
and dies to bear much fruit. 
 
Send your transforming Spirit now. 
Give the growth of renewal to Creation. 
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Give the fruit of faith to your people. 
Give the flavour of hope 
to our feasting here. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of your Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honour are yours, 
God most Holy. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Distribution with SONG:  In the taking, BUC Songs 
In the taking, in the sharing,  
in the breaking, in the caring; 
in the lifting, in thanksgiving,  
in out pouring, in forgiving.  
 
We remember you are with us,  
you are for us, living through us.  
 
So we praise you for all goodness 
love for others, bearing witness,  
 
as we eat this bread, as we drink this wine; 
as we eat this bread, as we drink this wine.  

SONG:  In the taking, © Shawn Whelan 2014, used with permission 
 
The Peace 
The peace of Christ be always with you:  
And also with you 
 
Exchange a sign on peace without touching (e.g. namaste) then move to sit down in the pews 
 

Sending Out 
GOSPEL READING:  Mark 14:32-42 Saide 
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ 33He took with him 
Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. 34And he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, 
even to death; remain here, and keep awake.’ 35And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36He said, ‘Abba,* Father, for you all things are possible; 
remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’ 37He came and found them sleeping; and he said 
to Peter, ‘Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour?38Keep awake and pray that you may not 
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come into the time of trial;* the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ 39And again he went away and prayed, 
saying the same words. 40And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and 
they did not know what to say to him. 41He came a third time and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your 
rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Get up, let us be going. 
See, my betrayer is at hand.’ 
 
SENDING Ian 
The supper is ended.  
The night is falling. 
Darkness is encroaching.  
 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 
the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
Stay with us, Lord, through the days to come,  
that we may trust in your light  
even when we are overwhelmed  
even when we cannot see the way.  
 
This service continues on Good Friday  
and concludes on Easter Sunday. 
 
Go now in peace to enter the darkness in order to see the light. 
And may God guide your feet.  
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 
SONG:  Send us out, O God, AoV.2.139 
Send us out, O God.  
Body, spirit, soul and mind.  
Send us out, O God.  
One in union now with you.  

Gather us, O God, © 1991 Monica Brown & Emmaus Productions.   
Used with permission; from As One Voice 2, Willow Connection Pty. Ltd. Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502,  

 
THANK YOU 
Planning Team: 
Helen Burnham 
Saide Cameron 
Ian Ferguson  
(Minister of the Word) 
 

Musicians: 
Shawn Whelan (Co-
ordinator) 
Helen Burnham 
Bronte Potter 
Natalie Sims 
 

Welcoming: 
Clare Keogh 
Robert Sargent 
Amelia Ware 
 

Production: 
Ray Cameron 
Saide Cameron 
Dave Miller 

 
CLOSING VERSE 
38Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

Mark 14:38 


