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Order of Service  Advent 3  13/12/2020 
Advent 2020 - Living God’s Future Now 

Week 3 – Joy 

Welcome  Natalie 
Welcome to worship with Brunswick Uniting Church on this third Sunday of Advent.  
Today our focus is on joy – the joy that is ours, even when we are still waiting, even in the midst 
grief and suffering.  
May the deep joy that comes from God be yours as we meet today. 
 

Let’s worship God together, 
May the Spirit prepare us, making room for the joy that comes to the world through the coming 
of the Christ child.  

Song: TiS 268 Joy to the World 

1.  Joy to the world!  The Lord is come; let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing,and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
2.  Joy to the earth!  The Saviour reigns; let us our songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3.  He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations  
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,       [prove 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

SONG:  Joy to the world, by Isaac Watts, 1674-1748,  
from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 

Acknowledgement of Country Emily Evans 
Emily is joining us today from the land of the Larrakia (saltwater) people (Darwin).  
 

We acknowledge and respect  
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land  
since time immemorial.  
We are learning that the land  
is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen,  
we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  
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Prayer of Adoration and Confession – Using Psalm 126        Natalie 
God, protector of the poor and liberator of the captive 
Even when we go out in sorrow and despair, 
You bring us home with joy, 
Celebrating your faithfulness to all generations. 
 

Christ Jesus, child who is to come,   
You give to us seeds of hope, 
And courage to plant in barren soil, 
With the conviction that joy will come. 
 

Holy Spirit, you never leave us, 
You bring nourishing rain, and warm sunshine, 
Turning our smallest efforts to a joyful harvest, 
Giving us enough to celebrate and to share with others. 
 

Word of Grace Natalie 
Sisters and Brothers, the truth of Advent is this:  
God comes to us, bringing healing and joy to the world.  
In Christ, through Christ, and because of Christ, our sin is forgiven.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

Hebrew Scriptures: Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11 Jungwoo Choi 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
   because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
   to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
   and release to the prisoners;  
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 
   and the day of vengeance of our God; 
   to comfort all who mourn;  
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
   they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
   the devastations of many generations.  
 
8 For I the Lord love justice, 
   I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
   and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
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   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations.  

Advent Candle Lighting with the children Dave H 
Thinking about the joy of a Christmas tree, (clips of S, P and C when young), then Christian 
tradition of the Christmas tree, and link to tree of Abraham and Sarah, with Jesus as the star.  
 
Lighting of Advent candle of JOY: Tameka Brown 
 
Photos and artwork: JOY 
 

Candle Lighting Song - Flame of Love 

1.   Flame of love come  
Holy Spirit 
Make in us your  
Cradle home 
For the Christ child 
Who will meet and 
Walk with us til  
We are grown 

 
 Flame of love 

Holy Spirit 
Make in us 
Your cradle home 

 
2.   Light of laughter 

Balm in sorrow 
You have been our  
Cradle home 
Called our names in 
to the Silence 
Flame of love by 
You we’re known 

 
 Flame of love 

Holy Spirit 
Make in us 
Your cradle home 

 
SONG: Flame of Love, Words: Julie Perrin, Music: Helen Burnham & Julie Perrin, Arranged:  Julia Potter & Elaine 

Potter. Used with permission 
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Psalm: Psalm 126 Daniel Whelan 
A Song of Ascents. 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,* 
   we were like those who dream.  
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
   and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
   ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’  
The Lord has done great things for us, 
   and we rejoiced.  
 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
   like the watercourses in the Negeb.  
May those who sow in tears 
   reap with shouts of joy.  
Those who go out weeping, 
   bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
   carrying their sheaves. 
 

Reflection Ian 
The Psalmist sings from a place of need today – she sings for her joy to restored and renewed: 
“Restore our fortunes, O God, like the watercourses in the Negev. May those who sow in tears 
reap with shouts of joy.”  
 
Negev means dry. It is the name given to the desert lands which cover over half of the modern 
state of Israel, 13,000 square kms. Which to the psalmist must have seemed like a lot, but 
they’d never been to Australia. Restore OUR fortunes, O God, like the water courses of the Kati 
Thanda Lake Eyre Basin – that’s 1.2 million square kms, 15% of Australia’s landmass. Dry 
country where the rivers seldom flow. 
 
Kati Thanda, Lake Eyre, on Arabana/Wangkangurru Country is one of the largest saltwater 
lakes in the world, but it only ever fills up once or twice a century the last time being in 2019. 
Then there were catastrophic rains and floods in Queensland the water from which gradually 
flowed over a period of months down the dry rivers to the lake. And somehow, mysteriously, 
wonderfully, birds from all over Australia knew that this had happened and made their way to 
breed by the floodwaters. Those waters brought new growth in time of drought, recovery for 
declining and threatened species, the joy of new life.  
 
We are reflecting on joy today. What gives you joy? What aspects of your life, what places, what 
experiences have the quality of joy for you? 
 
Psalm 126 is full of joy – my bible gives it the title “A Harvest of Joy”. It looks back to the 
restoration of the Israelites from their exile in Babylon to their home in the promised land and 
the rebuilding of their temple on Mt Zion with rejoicing: When the LORD restored the fortunes of 
Zion, … our tongues were filled with shouts of joy! But clearly that joy was not everlasting 
because the psalm goes on to pray in distress for present restoration: Restore our fortunes, O 
God. 
 
It is a song of Memory and Hope – the joy that you brought us, you will bring us again, O God. 
You have and you will. When you restored our fortunes, we knew joy. Restore our fortunes now 
that we may know joy again. We live in a dry place, but we trust that the rains will come.  
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Joy is not a constant feeling for the psalmist. Perhaps if it were it wouldn’t be joy. I tend to think 
of joy as the extreme happiness that sometimes breaks into my life – the exultant times when I 
know out of the ordinary happiness. If we felt like that all the time… would that be good? – or 
would it just be ordinary?  
 
Emerging from the pandemic I am experiencing a similar kind of emotional ambivalence to that 
in the psalm. There is great joy in the liberation. In being out in the world. In being together with 
friends. In being back in church to praise God with my community. Yes, it’s joyful. But it’s also 
stressful, there’s extra work to do, there’s uncertainty around every step. And I’m spiritually 
battered by the lockdown and tentative in my emerging, anxious as what had become familiar is 
once again disrupted. Of course, it is GOOD that we have emerged from lockdown and the 
vaccines are coming, but my joy in that reality is tempered by the emotional complexity of it all. 
What about you? – is there joy in this time of emergence for you? – what other feelings does joy 
contend with? 
 
In the bible, joy breaks through in contexts that celebrate who God is and what God does, like 
Psalm 126 [NIDB-Joy]. The “fullness of joy” comes whenever someone is in the presence of 
God (Ps 16:9-11). In the Christian scriptures, joy characterises the Messianic age, the Kingdom 
of God, the Reign of Divine Love, God’s inbreaking presence and action in the world through 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Joy is the quality of the good news embodied by Jesus. 
Remember what the angels announce at this birth: “good news of great joy for all the people”. 
And the apostle Paul famously encourages his community to “rejoice in the Lord always, and 
again I say rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4) 
 
And that’s all very well. But what if I’m not feeling it? Rejoice always… that’s a big ask. We can’t 
just switch on joy. Maybe there is a drug we can take but from what I hear that is not a reliable 
path to constant joy. What if the ground of my soul is dry, dusty, drought ridden, and any seeds 
of faith and hope planted there are failing to sprout and produce the harvest of love and joy? 
What if I’m struggling even to experience the joy of my own liberation?  
 
Into that place comes the psalmist’s prayer: Restore our fortunes, O God, like the watercourses 
in the Negeb. As you led your people through the wilderness in the Exodus and brought them 
home from exile through the desert so come to us in our dry places. Come like rain from 
heaven, like floodwaters of compassion flowing along the dry riverbeds of need.  
 
May we know joy today, the quality of God’s presence with us, like birds flocking to the waters. 
Not as a trite attempt to be cheerful despite difficult circumstances, but as an attitude of hope in 
the love of God that falls and flows like longed for renewing rain in the dry places of the heart.  
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
 

ATOK389 Light of the Nations 3v vocal version 

Light of the nations, sight of the blinded, 
you are our freedom from every dark prison. 
Shine your light on the world, 
shine your light on the world.  

SONG:  Light of the nations, from All together okay, Openbook Publishers,  
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 
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Offering incl Christmas Bowl Video and dedication  Natalie 
(From the Christmas Bowl resources) 
Thank you God for the hints of joy in the midst of life’s difficulties and calamities.     
By your Spirit, take what we offer, small that it is,  
to bring blessing and joy to others. 
With these gifts we dedicate our lives to you,  
for your glory. Amen 

 

Prayers of the People  Jenne Perlstein 
Our God Joy has seemed hard to find in 2020. 
We have cried & wept as the world has been on the descent,  
the riverbeds in our hearts & land are dry, 
the fires leap in your pristine terrains. 
We cry with the ancestors for lost dreaming, 
we cry for those sick or gone from within our church 
we see endless sickness as those with power are joyless and do not reap with   of joy.   
O God, we pray for us & these in our community sick & crying, grappling with joyless parched 
lives without a job, finances ruined, hurt from violence and in despair. 
May they know your Joy O God. We pray for the power to step into that joy offering it to others. 
Let us bring it to them, through your call to us, O God  
Joy is coming through Oh God ….   We start to hear the calmed breathing, a friend gone but 
their laughing story shared, the rain drop, the joyous water moving in dance, the   joy of zero 
days, joy as justice & change flows in the  lands of the USA, the possibility of  human wonder in 
vaccines,  the wondrous birthing of the Great barrier  reef, the houses being built for the 
homeless ……Thank you Oh  God  - you have given us joy   just because you can 
As your Church God give us that   Joy through   working in cooperation, showing help to 
neighbours & community in the sheer joy of justice, of doing the right thing.  
You have given us glimpses of Zion, O God let us laugh, dream, dance, take joy to the world as 
a church…  reaping.  The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy’.  
And so be it, amen 
 

Notices 
Good morning.   
I’m Matthew Cameron 
And I’m Michael Camer0on 
And this is the BUC News 
 
So what will we talk about this morning. 
I think it’s pretty clear what the main topic needs to be. 
Oh yes what’s that then? 
Well it’s less than 2 weeks to Christmas Eve so I think we should tell everyone about the 
Christmas services. 
That’s an awesome idea.  Let’s get into it. 
 
Okay so first up we have Blue Christmas 
Yes we’ve been talking about that for a couple of weeks now. 
True and it’s on Wednesday 16th December at 7:30pm on-site. 
What you mean people can come to the service just like on Sunday afternoon? 
Correct and the service will also be carefully recorded and then posted on YouTube 
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That’s great so if you can’t come on the night you can still create a space for stillness during the 
Christmas season. 
Exactly it’s a beautiful gentle way to connect with the Christmas story 
 
Next up is the Christmas Eve Pageant 
There’s a bit of shroud of mystery around this one. 
True.   What we do know is that it is all being pre-recorded and will be available on YouTube at 
7:30 on Christmas Eve. 
I’m looking forward to it.   
Me too, it brings back such great memories of being in pageants when we were younger. 
Always lots of fun. 
Here’s an idea to make it fun at home. 
What’s that? 
How about everyone gets dressed up as their favourite character from the Christmas story. 
Amazing and you could take photos of each other and send your favourite one to Mum for the 
Advent & Christmas Special Edition Olive Branch. 
 
Now usually there is a service at 11:30pm on Christmas Eve.  What’s happening this year? 
Okay so this will also be a pre-recorded service. 
And what time will it be available on Christmas Eve. 
At 9pm.  We’ll be lighting candles and singing lots of Christmas Carols. 
It’s going to be another beautiful service. 
Definitely and I believe we will be lighting the Christ Candle from our Advent worship packs. 
 
Okay so now for the really big news. 
What’s that? 
Haven’t you heard?   
No tell me, I feel something really big and really exciting is about to be revealed. 
Well the Christmas Day service is going to an on-site in person service. 
What not recorded? 
No however Ian is going to pre-record the Meditation and post it with a couple of Christmas 
Carols for people who can’t make it to the church. 
Wonderful and the order of service will be available as usual 
Ian will be offering what is likely to be the last Zoom chat from the church this time. 
 
The last one?  Why is that. 
Ah I have big news too. 
Tell me. 
Sunday morning worship will be offered on-site beginning 27th December. 
Yay!!  Oh sadness. 
Sadness.  Why? 
No more recorded notices. 
Oh dear, definitely sadness.   
Yes, that means that next Sunday will be our last notices. 
Anyway, our tech wizards have begun trialling live streaming on Sunday afternoons. 
Ah so does that mean the Sunday morning services will be live streamed in January? 
That is the plan.  Watch this space.  More news next week. 
 
And I think we’re done - for this week!! 
Join Ian for the post worship Zoom chat 
Check out the Olive Press on our website for full details of all the news. 
Goodbye and thanks for listening.  
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Sending Song: TiS 755 You shall go out with Joy (already recorded) 

You shall go out with joy 
 and be led forth in peace 
And the mountains and the hills  
 shall break forth in singing. 
There’ll be shouts of joy, and the trees of the field 
 Shall clap, shall clap their hands, 
And the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
And the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
And the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
 And you’ll go out with joy. 

SONG:  The trees of the field, by Steffie Rubin, from Together in Song, Harper Collins;   
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502  

ALSO Reproduced with permission by CCLI license no. 247623 

Blessing  
(From Christmas Bowl) 
Go out as God’s joy-filled people to find joy, whatever circumstances of life you face.  
Know God’s favour and share God’s joy with those you meet along the way.  
Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit we trust in your goodness and believe in your kindness. 
We go rejoicing in God our Saviour who has does great things! Amen 
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May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy 


