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Order of Service  1/11/20   All Saints Day 
Hebrews 12:1…surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses… 

Welcome and Call to Worship Dave 
Welcome to this online service of Brunswick Uniting Church. My name’s Dave, this is the first 
time I’ve been on-site here at church in 4 months! For those of us in metropolitan Melbourne, 
this has been a pretty big, emotional week – coming out of a hard lockdown. We’re glad you can 
join us from wherever you are in the world – whether you’ve been freely sipping latte’s in cafés 
for months … or hours.  
 
We give thanks to God for life… Life on this precious blue planet. Today, especially, we give 
thanks to God for the promised hope of life eternal, life beyond death. Life with Christ and all the 
saints. We honour and give thanks to God for a number of saints today, as we hear Jesus on 
the mountain: blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  
 
So, come, let us worship God.  

Candle Lighting Catherine Drimmel 
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it. 

Song: TiS 455 For All the Saints 

For all the saints who from their labours rest,  
who in the world their faith in God confessed,  
your name, O Jesus, be forever blest.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
You were the stranger in the dark of night  
with whom they strove to find their one True Light,  
to whom you gave God's blessing ever bright:  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
And there will dawn a yet more marvellous day,  
the saints with laughter sing and dance and play,  
the Crown of Glory tumbles in the way:  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
With earth restored, with this our fragile star,  
in gladness home from pilgrimage afar,  
we find in God a joy that none can mar:  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

SONG: For all the saints, William Walsham How, 1823-87, 
adapted by J. Cotter Tune: Sine Nomine, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)   

from Together in Song, (455) Harper Collins Religious; PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Acknowledgement of Country Fran Barber 
We acknowledge and respect  
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land  
since time immemorial.  
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We are learning that the land  
is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen,  
we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  

Prayers of Adoration Dave 
Let’s pray… 
 

As we Listen…. and watch…. 
 

Feel our heart rate slowing…. aware of our breathing…. shoulders relaxing…. jaw 
unclenching…. watching the water flow by…. resting in this gently flowing water…. A river of 
grace…. God’s grace…. Floating along on this river of God’s grace…. cradled, upheld, flowing, 
like a river… to the sea… through Jesus Christ, we’ll know… that God’s love flows throughout 
our life… like a river that flows in to the sea… 
 

In to the sea… and drawn up again… the cycle of water… in to the clouds… falling as rain on 
the mountains, flowing in to rocks and streams… down to the rivers… to the sea… God’s circle 
of nourishing love… the cloud of witnesses… the cosmic dance of the triune God…. Lover, 
beloved, loving spirit… God’s grace nourishing us, renewing, upholding… surrounding those we 
love in the great cloud of witnesses.  
 

We give you thanks and praise, o God.  
 

Song: Be Still My Soul  

1 Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side; 
bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
in ev'ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: your best, your heav'nly Friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

Prayer of Confession and word of Grace Dave 
We confess, O God, that we find it hard to love you with our whole hearts. We find it hard to 
love ourselves with our whole hearts. We find it hard to love our neighbour with our whole 
hearts. 
 

We confess O God that at times we find your river of grace too turbulent, to be wary of. To look 
upon with suspicion. We don’t always trust, God, that we can and will float on your mercy. 
Sucked under in to the eddies and abysses.  
 

We confess, O God, that the cloud of witnesses, the saints, can feel distant, disinterested, feel 
like we are doing this faith thing alone, isolated.  
 

We confess, O God, that it is hard to commune with the saints. We need your help. We need, 
you, God, to bridge the gap… we miss being gathered around your communion table, to bring 
us together.  
 

…the words of the psalmist…  
I sought the Lord and God answered me. And delivered me from all my fears.  
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This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.  
 

So, hear again and again, Christ’s word of assurance to us all 
Your sin is forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  
Amen 

Song: Be Still My Soul  

2 Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 
to guide the future as she has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 
Be still, my soul: the tempest will obey 
his voice who ruled them once on Galilee. 

 

With the Children (All Saints) Dave, Joel and Oscar 
Speaking about Kirk, Oscar’s name, female saints in Genesis and Exodus.  

Epistle: Hebrews 11:29-34, 39-12:2 Jane Allardice 
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians 
attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 
encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 
foreign armies to flight….  
Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made 
perfect. 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

Song: Be Still My Soul  

3 Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart, 
and all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
then you shall better know God’s love, his heart, 
who comes to soothe your sorrow and your fears. 
Be still, my soul: your Jesus can restore 
the trust and hope that strengthened you before. 

 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 5: 1-12 Kenna Morrison 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 
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Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 
For these words of witness, and for Christ the Word, thanks be to God.  
 

Song: Be Still My Soul  

4 Be still, my soul: the hour is hast'ning on 
when we shall be forever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgot, love's pure joy restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

SONG:  Be still my soul, by Katharina von Schelegel 1697,  
from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 

Reflection – Communion with the Saints Ian 
Today the book of Hebrews takes us somewhere we haven’t been able to go lately, to a sports 
stadium. The Christian life is like a race, says Hebrews, and as we run around the track the 
stadium is full of those who have run the race before us, cheering us on – a great cloud of 
witnesses, the communion of saints.  Now I know some of you already think that heaven is in a 
sports stadium so this shouldn’t come as a surprise. But here in this stadium those witnesses 
are more than just spectators, they are fellow athletes who ran but did not complete the race – 
they cheer us on as we continue the race for them. It is like a relay – they have passed the 
baton to us and we run with their encouragement towards the finish line of God’s promise – and 
if we don’t reach that hoped for finish line where Creation is fulfilled with perfect peace in our 
lifetime, then we will pass the baton on to the next generation too. It is the race of love and we 
cannot run it alone.  
Today on all Saints Day we specially remember those close to us who have run the race before 
us and have died passing the baton on to us. We honour and give thanks for their lives, and 
more, we actually commune with them recalling the words of the funeral service that “those who 
die in Christ will live in him” – in Christ we are one with all God’s beloved children – those who 
are alive today and those who have died to live as part of the eternal heavenly body of Christ.  
We are part of that body too even now, something we affirm and enact when we gather here at 
the table of Holy Communion, the plate and cup still empty awaiting our return. And if I can 
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stretch the metaphor from Hebrews, this table is like the refreshments station beside the 
running track. This is where our body is fed and given the strength to persevere. We call this 
meal Holy Communion because here we commune with God, we commune with one another, 
and we commune with all the Saints in one body.  
On All Saints day we use the word Saint with its biblical meaning, someone loved and made 
holy by God, rather than its popular meaning of a really, really, really good person. In this 
sense, we become a saint not by what we achieve ourselves, but by what we receive from God 
– loving grace, healing forgiveness, renewing hope – all expressed by our baptism and 
nourished at this table.  And that is how we get to be part of this great cloud of witnesses, to “go 
to heaven” in that sense.  
Communion with the Saints, the life of heaven is God’s gift to us, not something we earn. And 
that’s just as well, because the bible teaches that there is nothing I can do to get myself to 
heaven, there is no part of me that is immortal, no part of me that does not die into oblivion. 
Only God is immortal, only God’s life is eternal transcending time and matter. The teaching of 
our faith is that in love, God shares that life with us, eternal life, the divine life, Spirit life. Death 
does not have the final word, not because my soul is immortal, but because God so loved the 
world and by faith I share her eternal life. 
The immortality of the soul is a Greek philosophical teaching which suits the age of 
individualism – it says, “I survive death and am rewarded or punished according to MY efforts 
alone.” But Christianity says no. Rather, it is by God’s grace alone that I navigate death. Not by 
my good or evil thoughts or acts, but by God’s love for me. It is my relationship with the eternal 
One that matters. It is the love that I receive and that I give in return, my love for God and 
neighbour as self, a relationship that does not begin after I die, but in which I participate now 
and eternally. Which is why Christianity talks about the quote unquote “afterlife” in terms of 
communion, communion with God, communion with one another, communion between the 
living and the dead.  
If we are not careful, this kind of talk can lead to a discussion of who is excluded from this 
eternal communion. What if someone doesn’t believe in God or follows the wrong god? What if 
someone says they believe in God but hasn’t confessed faith in Jesus Christ using a 
recognisable evangelical formula? What if someone is just plain evil and never showed any love 
in their life? Who is in the communion and who is out? 
Wrong question, says Jesus. Jesus is very discouraging of human attempts to get inside the 
mind of God. “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set…” He says in 
Acts 1:7. The question is not who gets to go to heaven, but how can I best run the race with all 
the Saints to bring heaven to earth so that God’s kingdom comes and God’s will is done on 
earth as in heaven? How can I best love God, love others, love the very earth itself, as I have 
been loved? The rest is up to God, but given that God IS love, I’m not expecting exclusion to be 
a big theme of heaven on earth once we pass that finish line.  
And so now I light these candles here to evoke the cloud of witnesses, the communion of saints.  
Saints from the First Nations 
Saints from every land and race and culture and tongue 
Saints from our families 
Saints from our friends and local communities  
Saints who have lived long full lives 
Saints who have died too soon leaving us bereft 
Saints who have died of COVID-19 
Saints who have died in bushfire storms and other climate disasters 
A great cloud of witnesses.  
We are in communion with them today.  
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Song: Lord, listen to your children praying, ATG 575 

Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.  

SONG:  Lord, listen to your children praying, Words & music by Ken Medema,  
from All together for good, (575) ©1973 Hope Publishing Company  

Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 
 

Offering (maybe Lord listen to your children quiet) Dave  
As part of the communion of saints, by God’s grace 
How will we respond? 
How does God’s word of grace change us 
How will we love? 
What does it means for us, as individuals 
And a community 
To be plunged in to the baptismal bowl of God’s grace?  
God’s emphatic yes to us, 
 

What will we offer? To God, and to God’s church?  
Of ourselves, our lives, our resources… 
Time and money… 
 

We offer them 
In response to God’s grace 
Thank you, 
 

Amen 
 

Prayers of the People Meredith Budge 
As we come to the Prayers for the People, I will pray a few words and then provide you with 
time to reflect and remember. Let’s pray.  
Loving God, on this All Saints day, we are reminded that death is part of life. That each of us is 
part of a cycle that must come and go on this beautiful earth. Knowing too, that it can be long in 
coming or take us by surprise in a moment. This year has been a particularly tough year for us 
all.  We are so much more aware of the pain and loss that death brings, through the expected 
and unexpected loss of friends, partners, and loved ones within our community, our family and 
our wider connections. There are so many who we can name who we have lost over this past 
year with deep connections into our church community. Many whose families, we could only 
support from a distance.  
We name them in our hearts now.  
We also remember all those who have been special in our lives but who have passed into your 
loving arms over years gone by.  We thank you for them. We thank you for the gift of our 
ancestors, our grandparents and for some of us, our parents, siblings and children, who have 
now passed on but who we always carry within us. We thank you for their legacy, their love, for 
the foundations they have created for us, for the memories, stories, lessons learnt, that are 
embedded in us, that help form who we are. We thank you for the reminder they provide to us of 
how precious our lives are, that we have this short moment on this earth to do our best and to 
be the people you want us to be.  
We remember them now. 
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As death looms large in this time of COVID –  We pray especially for all the loved ones that 
families have lost too early, too soon because of COVID. We think of the over 900 people who 
have died of COVID in Australia and over a million people who have died worldwide. All real 
and significant people with grieving families, who are struggling to deal with loss of loved ones 
and the restrictions preventing people from the important ritual of celebrating their lives 
together.  
We remember them now. 
We acknowledge too, the cycle of life and death that surrounds us on this planet, and the spirit 
of this country, from which we gain our nourishment, sense of connection and beauty that 
restores our faith in you and this creation. While we know that this cycle is part of the beauty of 
the earth, we also think of the heartbreak and loss that many traditional owners of this land 
experience each time another sacred place is destroyed for progress. We especially pray for 
those experiencing the loss for sacred places like the Juukun Gorge caves and now the Djab 
Wurrung birthing tree – just recent examples of the huge and ongoing loss of sacred places 
across the world. 
We remember this Earth that needs our protection, now. 
Loving God, we know that we will all, one day, rest in your arms along with all those who we 
have gone before us. Rest with us now in our beating hearts to share your love, your light, your 
care for this world until that day comes.  
Amen 
 

Notices 
Good morning.   
I’m Matthew Cameron 
And I’m Michael Cameron 
And this is the BUC News 
 
Now I have a question - Where did all this food come from? 
Excellent question I’ll give you a hint.  These are bags of biscuits made by Glenice, Natalie and 
Leanne. 
Yes well I can see that.  And that’s a fruit cake and that’s a pudding and those are Mum’s jams 
So what do they all have in common?  Thinking, thinking …. 
Ah I know all of these delicious things make excellent Christmas presents 
And this year instead of buying them after worship you can order them online. Mmm delicious  
The Act for Peace Christmas Bowl Catalogue will be emailed this afternoon.  Stop munching!! 
As well as food the catalogue includes Christmas gifts and craft 
And a Silent Auction featuring knitted nativity set and four of Ann’s watercolours. 
 
Now are you wondering what the latest changes to COVID restrictions mean for BUC? 
I definitely am and I believe that there is some news from the Church Council COVID reference 
group  
There is.  They are working with Synod to implement appropriate safeguards with the aim of 
ensuring the health and safety of everyone. 
Leaders of groups and programs are developing COVIDSafe plans but for now we will continue 
to meet using Zoom and other virtual options.   
Regular updates will be provided and our Pastoral Care Team is available if you are seeking 
personal support.  Stop munching!! 
 
The Pastoral Care Review is well underway. 
Yes Ann Mallaby has been joining committees on Zoom to find out how they are providing 
pastoral care.  
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You can download a document about our Pastoral Care Model from the Olive Press this week. 
The model is shaped by three key principles - Hospitality, Compassion and Community.   
There is a lot of food for thought in the document.  Stop munching!!    
 
There’s a lot to read in the November Olive Branch. 
Jenne and Claire have shared a story about the Walking Together group. 
Next Sunday we’ll be celebrating two significant anniversaries. 
And there are details about worship for Advent and Christmas. 
The Finance Matters column has returned. 
Along with news from the committees. 
And Ian’s meditation.  Stop munching!   
 
Join Ian for a post worship Zoom Chat at 10:30am.   
The link is on the website along with details about everything else. 
Goodbye and thanks for listening. 
 

Sending Song: O When the Saints Go Marching In 

O when the saints go marching in,  
O when the saints go marching in,  
O Lord I want to be in that number,  
O when the saints go marching in.   
 
O when the sun refuse to shine  
O when the sun refuse to shine  
O Lord I want to be in that number  
O when the sun refuse to shine.  
 
Oh, when the trumpet sounds its call 
Oh, when the trumpet sounds its call 
Oh Lord, I want to be in that number 
O when the trumpet sounds its call. 
 
Oh, when the new world is revealed 
Oh, when the new world is revealed 
Oh Lord, I want to be in that number 
When the the new world is revealed 
 
Oh, when the saints go marching in 
Oh, when the saints go marching in 
Oh Lord, I want to be in that number 
When the saints go marching in. 

  SONG:  Oh, when the saints, Traditional, PUBLIC DOMAIN 
 

Blessing and Sending Ian 
Source of Life and Lover of all,   
breathe into the anxious dust of our isolation 
and recreate face to face community among us.  
Bless our emerging. 
 
Child of Grace and Beating Heart of Wisdom, 



 9 

Call us anew into the body of your love   
and send us again into the world of your concern.  
Bless our emerging.  
 
Spirit of Gentleness and Fire of Compassion,  
fill us and flow with us back into the world of  
longed for visits, shared meals and changed work patterns.  
Bless our emerging.  
 
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Thank You’s 
Liturgist: 
Dave Hall 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle:  
Catherine Drimmel 
 
Acknowledgement of 
Country: 
Fran Barber 
 
Children’s time: 
Joel and Oscar 
Dave Hall 
(Pastor: Children, Youth 
and Young Adults) 
 
Bible readings: 
Jane Allardice 
Kenna Morrison 
 

Reflection: 
Rev. Ian Ferguson 
(Minister of the Word) 
 
Prayers of the people: 
Meredith Budge 
 
Musicians: 
Alistair Hunter  
(Co-ordinator) 
James Balsillie 
Steph Gesling 
Joel Hallinan 
Courtney Rohde 
Elaine Potter 
Natalie Sims 
Dan Whelan 
Shawn Whelan 
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Michael Cameron 
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Hebrews 12:1 …we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses… 

 
 


