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Order of Service 20/09/2020 
Season of Creation 1 

Prelude:  
Music: For you deep stillness (single verse instrumental) 
Slides 

1. Welcome 
2. Offering… 
3. Season of Creation   
4. This earth is created by our good and generous Creator. We are connected to the Earth 

and are called to live with care and respect toward the whole Creation. (UCA President, 
Dierdre Palmer) 

5. BUC Climate Declaration, November 2019. Brunswick Uniting Church recognises that we 
are in a state of climate crisis that requires urgent action for climate justice by all levels of 
government, business, the community, as well as by individuals.  

Welcome  
Welcome to worship with Brunswick Uniting Church, I’m Amelia and I developed the service this 
week with Ian, our minister, and with contributions from many wonderful people in our 
community. 
 

I am recording my part from my parents’ farm near Woorndoo, where I am living at the moment 
to help out with all of the extra work that comes with new lambs. 
 

I think that I am standing on the land of the Girai wurrung people, but we are also very close to 
Djab wurrung country, so I will have those people in mind when Clementine and Harriet lead us 
in the acknowledgement of country, and all the traditional owners of the lands over which we 
are scattered at the moment. 
 

This week is the first in our Season of Creation, a time for us to celebrate God’s creation and 
reflect on our response to the climate crisis, inspired by our Climate Crisis Action Plan. 
 

Today we will ask what is the relationship of the Creator to creation, as we hear of God leaving 
manna in the wilderness, providing for us through nature.  
What are the miracles to be found in creation every day, if we listen for the truth of what God 
would lead us to see? 
 

Now, as we prepare to worship God in this wilderness of separation, breathe deeply from the 
breath of life that sustains us all and remember that every day is a new morning. 
 

Candle lighting  Jean Elliot 
This candle is a symbol of the faith, unity and friendship of the people who make up the body of 
this church.  I look forward to the time when our congregation is all together again, supporting 
each other and sharing the warmth and light that this candle represents. 
 

Acknowledgement of Country Clementine and Harriet 
We acknowledge and respect the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land since time immemorial.  
We are learning that the land is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen, we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
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Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  

Opening song: Morning has broken TIS156 
 

1.  Morning has broken like the first morning; 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning, 
praise for them, springing fresh from the word. 
 
2.  Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
sprung from completeness where his feet pass. 
 
3.  Mine is the sunlight; mine is the morning 
born of the one light Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
God’s recreation of the new day. 

 
SONG:  Morning has broken, by Eleanor Farjeon 1881-1965, by permission Oxford University Press, from 

Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, Copyright uncertain 

Opening Prayer  
You may have heard of the Manna Gum tree, it is called that because during summer, soft white 
sugary lumps form on its leaves and fall onto the ground below where they can be gathered by 
hand or with the furry side of a possum skin cloak.  
Just be careful not to put a lump of bird poo in your mouth by mistake.. 
 

Let us pray, 
 

God of everyday miracles, creator of the majestic Manna Gum, 
You send rain to fill swamps and rivers with life giving water,  
hanging dampness in the air and seeping deep underground  
to find roots that spread in search. 
 

You send sunlight to fill our lengthening days, 
golden warmth meeting branches that sculpt themselves towards the light,  
forming shadowy shelters below. 
 

You send wind to rock sleeping Koalas and rustle their leafy surrounds, 
Winds that come bearing colourful birds and carry off warblings and chirps. 
 

You send summer snowings of manna,  
so soft and sweet that we could believe it fell straight from heaven. 
Formed from sap that once carried the flow of life within the great tree,  
we wonder at the miracle of life passing in, around and among us, 
feeding us and giving us new life. 
 

Forgive us for all the miracles that pass us by, unseen and without notice. 
Show us how to sustain ourselves with your daily gift of life, 
Seeking new understandings and continuing to pray as you taught us. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Amen 
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Word of Grace 
Jesus tells us: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
Today, our eyes will be opened, 
Today, we will be fed, 
Today, we will follow Jesus and find new life, 
In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ, our sin is forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Time 
Dave and Clara – near our manna gum tree, with some flaky stuff, talking about complaining 
during lockdown, and bread of heaven – give us today our bread for tomorrow.  
 

 Exodus 16: 1-15 Ralph  
The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of 
Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had 
departed from the land of Egypt. The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the 
hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; 
for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the 
people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will 
follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be 
twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In 
the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and 
in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining 
against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the 
LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the 
LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is 
not against us but against the LORD.” 
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the 
LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of 
the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the 
cloud. The LORD spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say 
to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then 
you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’ ” 
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of 
dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was 
a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to 
one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread 
that the LORD has given you to eat. 

 
SMP artwork woven in at the end.  

Song: Guide me O thou Great Redeemer TIS659 
 

1.  Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand: 
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bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me now and evermore. 
feed me now and evermore. 

 
2.  Open now the crystal fountain 

whence the living waters flow; 
let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through: 
strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

 
3.  When I tread the verge of Jordan 

bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell’s destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan’s side: 
songs and praises, songs and praises, 
I will ever give to thee. 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
SONG:  Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, by William Williams,  

from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, Collins PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Gospel Reading – John 6:30-35 Meg  
So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe 
you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell 
you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 

Reflection Ian  
Commitment number 1 on our congregational climate action plan is to continue to develop our 
theology and discipleship. And so today I’d like to begin by asking, what’s God go to do with it? 
And for an answer join with the ancient Israelites in having a bit of a winge – a winge about 
freedom. 
 

Because, brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, like the ancient Israelites, in baptism WE have 
passed through the waters into freedom. But here in hard lockdown what does it mean to be the 
free people of Christ? – free to stroll in the park (for a blessed two hours), free to walk down the 
supermarket isle there to freely choose from any of the many varieties of pasta, free to wander 
the whole world on the internet?  
 

This is a hungry freedom and today the Israelites are having a winge about it. They say, “Look 
Moses, we were better off back in Egypt, sure we were slaves, but at least we had something to 
eat, at least we had our fill of bread. Here we have only one choice: trust God or die. What kind 
of freedom is that? Why did you set us free to starve? 
 

Freedom isn’t what it’s cracked out to be. Here in the wilderness I lose individual autonomy and 
ultimate control over my own life. I can’t go wherever I like and do whatever I want. I find I am 
not self-sufficient and self-determining with freemarket freedom. No, in the wilderness I discover 
my dependence. And I don’t like it.   



 5 

 

God help us, this hungry helpless captive freedom is starving our souls. So much so that some 
of us have already turned back to slavery as a way out – slavery to the powers who say, 
“Science doesn’t know. It’s a hoax. It’s hysterical alarmism. Don’t let them take your liberty, 
locking you down and telling you what to do. You have been given this empty wilderness – it is 
yours – and you are free to consume it for your own wealth and wellbeing,” say the slave 
masters.  
 

Now, we do have freedom of religion in this wilderness. We are free to give our allegiance to 
any god or no god – the God of the Free Market, the God of Consumerism, the God of the Body 
Beautiful, the God of Nationalism, the God of Individual Autonomy. The question is, which one 
of these gods will feed our hunger? The (naturally biased) answer given by our scriptures is only 
the God of Creation, the liberating sustaining lover of the world, can provide for us in the 
wilderness. And here is how that happens according to Exodus 16.  
 

The Creator says, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day you shall go out 
and gather enough for that day.” And in the morning, there it is – a fine, flaky substance like 
frost on the ground. “What is it?”, the people ask. And Moses replies, “It is the bread your God 
has given you to eat – your daily bread.” 
 

I’m not a big one for giving natural explanations for biblical miracles. It seems to me that to 
explain them away strips them of their spiritual power and symbolic meaning and mystery. But 
today, I’m going to make an exception.  
 

Because on the Sinai Peninsula (I am reliably informed by the internet) there is a tiny insect that 
feeds on the fruit of the Tamarisk trees. When it punctures the fruit, the plant excretes a ball of 
sap which congeals when it is cold and settles on the ground. It has a sweet taste and is 
nutritionally rich. The local people still gather it to make a kind of bread. (Fretheim 182)  
 

What has the Creator provided to feed the people in the wilderness? The simple bounty of 
creation, like the miracle of the manna gum, or of the murnong yam daisy, or of potato, rice and 
wheat.  
 

In the wilderness God provides for us, together with all other creatures, from the evolved Earth 
itself. Our dependence on the Creator is a dependence on the creation in which God meets us 
and leads us. The bread of life is the stuff of creation, there is as much as each of us needs, 
and we are not free to exploit, destroy and consume it without limits.  
 

The tragic parable of the explorers Burke and Wills illuminates this from an Australian colonial 
perspective. Having traversed the continent from south to north, they found themselves starving 
in the wilderness on Yantruwanta country. Of course, the Yantruwanta didn’t consider it 
wilderness – for them Burke and Wills were camped in the middle of the supermarket. There 
was manna from heaven all around them and yet they starved to death. The Yantruwanta tried 
to help them, but Burke used guns to chase them away. He was suspicious of these so called 
‘inferiors’ and wanted to be free and independent of them. He lacked the faith to recognise his 
dependence on the Creator who had come to him in the Yantruwanta to offer the abundant 
bread of life, the manna which God had provided in that place.  
 

In this time of climate crisis and pandemic, where do we look to find that bread? Where do we 
put our trust? – in the enslaving gods who devour the earth, or in the Creator who forms the 
nourishing beauty and balance and interdependence of it, a reflection of God’s own being, a 
reflection of love. Do we trust in the One to whom Jesus invites us to pray, give us today our 
daily bread. Amen. 
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Song: For you deep stillness 

For you, deep stillness of the silent inland; 
for you, deep blue of the desert skies; 
for you, flame red of the rocks and stones; 
for you, sweet water from hidden springs. 
 
From the edges seek the heartlands, 
and when you’re burnt by the journey 
may the cool winds of the hovering Spirit 
soothe and replenish you. 
In the name of Christ. 
(Last time, last line 3 times) 

 

SONG:  For you, deep stillness, by Julie Perrin, from It all depends, NCYC ‘99 Songbook, Uniting Church in 
Australia, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

Offering 
Hi I’m Kate Scull. 
Last year, BUC declared that we are in a climate crisis. And because this is a crisis, we need to 
act urgently for climate justice at all levels of government, business, as a community, and as 
individuals.  
This year, under the direction of Church Council, we developed a Climate Crisis Action Plan for 
our church community. We committed to consulting with local Aboriginal people through the 
Wurundjeri WoiWurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation, though this has been delayed 
by COVID19. 
Our climate declaration starts with words from UCA President, Dr Deirdre Palmer, 
acknowledging our connection to the earth and our call to live with and respect the whole 
Creation. We can see the suffering of our planet, and Christ calls us to participate in the renewal 
of creation. We are passionately committed to contribute our prophetic voice and actions in this 
renewal. 
The climate crisis has many causes and impacts. We can see these impacts even now, and we 
know they will seriously affect the lives of young people and generations to come.  
It’s global in scale, and only coordinated global action by governments, institutions and 
businesses can stop or mitigate the damage. However, local actions by individuals, households, 
and community groups including churches are also vital. 
Our Plan sets out goals and actions that reflect this understanding based on our four 
commitments: 

● To develop our theological understanding and discipleship                                 <Pause> 
● To go beyond zero emissions and become carbon positive                                <Pause> 
● To engage widely in both the church and the community on the climate crisis   <Pause> 
● To urge Government and Business to act on the climate crisis                           <Pause> 

Read more on the BUC website – click the EARTH button. 
 
So, what are we doing right now? 
 

In worship each week during the Season of Creation we will look at how we can offer ourselves 
to act on our commitments. 
 

During Children’s Time in today’s worship, CLARA mentioned the climate Global Day of Action 
– commonly known as the Student Strike for Climate – that’s NEXT FRIDAY 25 September. The 
theme is #FundOurFutureNotGas. Whether or not you are a school student you can take part in 
a related action on the Thursday or Friday of next week and REGISTER your action on the 
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student strikers website. The School Strikers have asked those in any such action to wear 
YELLOW to signal that it’s all part of the same campaign. 
 

For example NEXT THURSDAY at 7pm on the eve of the Global Day of Action, Common Grace 
is holding an online prayer vigil. Diverse Christian voices will come together “virtually” to pray for 
Creation and Climate Justice. Register NOW to get the zoom link and wear yellow on the day! 
So, join these actions knowing that many more at BUC will be with you! 
See the Olive Press for more details. 
 

Season of Creation Prayer (edited) by UCA President Dr Deidre Palmer 
Creator God, in Christ Jesus you come  
to bring renewal and reconciliation to the whole of creation.  
Guide us into the way of respect and care for the Earth and all living things.  
We pray that you will renew our resolve to participate with you  
in the healing and renewal of our earth. 
May your Holy Spirit strengthen us with courage, 
to be bearers of your creative and life-giving presence in all the Earth. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven.  Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People Julie Perrin  
Dear Companion 
If I’d been hungry in the desert I would have been complaining.  
And I would have asked for something solid to fill me for an arduous journey.  
But manna as delicate as hoarfrost settling fine and powdery across the ground? I could have 
trampled on it, walked right through, without tasting it’s sweetness or gathering it’s fullness.  
 

Great Creator, your world has always spoken your gifts,  
they have been present in your creation all along. 
Forgive our suspicion of scarcity  
our unwillingness to trust rest.  
We have resisted turning from our enslavements to trust 
the enough that is You.  
You required your ex-slaves to stay home on the sabbath.  
We have stayed home for days, weeks, months on end and often lost our sense of rest.  
There have been moments when like your desert people we have felt trapped by fear and fury. 
 

Enliven us in our walking out and in our gathering in,  
to resist the fear of not enough  
to live into the miracle of provision.  
 

And even in that longed for day when we can leave home,  
go bush, or gather with our tribes,  
Let us not forget that You are our home. 
You speak to us in creation, through the tenderness of manna, the coming of quail. 
 

Help us to take hold of the intention to speak for Your creation.  
To speak against the trampling, the reckless taking of more, the refusal to share wealth. 
Our nation carries the grief of refusal to acknowledge unceded land, the long trampling over the 
light footprint of First Peoples, the unspoken violence that ignores their life and their knowledge.  
 

In humility may we hunger for your justice,  
that we might become a part of the contrition and the healing. 
May we care for our neighbours seen and unseen,  
in the human and the more-than-human world. 
May we find courage and unexpected ways to speak against the trampling of people and planet. 
 

Amen 
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Notices:  Saide 
Good morning.  I’m Saide bringing you our news from Jones Park in East Brunswick. 
The Pastoral Care committee offers their thanks for all the wonderful ways we are supporting 
and caring for each other and the wider community.  There is a particular request for support for 
people who are in extreme need and have no means of Government support.  Donations to 
enable the purchase of food vouchers are very welcome. 
The first episode of Riding the Waves is available on our website.  Joel, Tess, Rafa & Sofia offer 
us a glimpse of their life in lockdown in Gisborne.  A new story will be offered each week.  
Contact Peter McKinnon if you want to know more about this uplifting series. 
The Worship committee is looking forward to Blessing the Animals during worship on 4th 
October.  Send in photos of your pets and make sure you include their names.   
And if you want to offer a video of you or other members of your household lighting the candle 
for worship please let me know. 
Thank you to the people who have offered to be part of the recording of Christmas Carols.  The 
survey invitation is still open.  We plan to have 12 Christmas Carols recorded by the end of 
November.  Join in the fun if you can. 
And join Ian at 10:30 for the post worship Zoom chat during which there will be an opportunity to 
discuss the issues raised in the service. 
Visit our website, read the Olive Press, join our Facebook group – all ways of staying 
connected. 
 

Song: You shall go out with joy TIS755 

You shall go out with joy 
 and be led forth in peace 
And the mountains and the hills  
 shall break forth in singing. 
There’ll be shouts of joy, and the trees of the field 
 Shall clap, shall clap their hands, 
And the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
And the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
And the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
 And you’ll go out with joy. 

 
SONG:  The trees of the field, by Steffie Rubin, from Together in Song, Harper Collins;  Reproduced with 

permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 ALSO Reproduced with permission by CCLI license no. 247623 

Blessing  
Written by Brooke Prentis 
May our footsteps, on these ancient lands,  
remind us of creation and connectedness, in our search for truth. 
May the Gum Tree, from its roots to its branches,  
remind us to dig deep and reach high, in our action for justice. 
May the Eagle, who soars in the sky,  
remind us of the power, in our call for love. 
May the expanse of the lands and seas, of the sky and stars,  
remind us of God’s timing in our faith in hope. 
May the Holy three, Creator Spirit, Lord God, Papa Jesus, remind us of community. 
Now with grace, mercy, and peace, go in truth, justice, love and hope.  
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https://www.commongrace.org.au/blessing_brooke_prentis 

Thank You 
 
Liturgist: 
Amelia Ware 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle:  
Jean Elliot 
 
Acknowledgement of 
Country: 
Clementine and Harriet 
 
Children’s time: 
Clara Hall 
Dave Hall 
(Pastor: Children, Youth 
and Young Adults) 
 
Bible readings: 
Ralph Eduardo 
Meg Orton 
 

Reflection: 
Rev Ian Ferguson 
(Minister of the Word) 
 
Prayers of the people: 
Julie Perrin 
 
Musicians: 
Elaine Potter (coordinator) 
Jane Allardice  
James Balsillie  
Helen Burnham  
Glenice Cook  
Andrew Dickinson  
Alistair Hunter  
Bronte Potter  
Courtney Rohde  
Natalie Sims  
Daniel Whelan  
Shawn Whelan 

Notices: 
Saide Cameron 
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