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Order of Service 2/8/20 Proper 13A 
Prelude  

Opening verse on screen: I call upon you, for you will answer me,  
O God; incline your ear to me, hear my words. (Psalm: 17:6) 

with Breadmaking 1 – mixing and kneading 
 
Music: ATFG575 Lord Listen to Your Children Praying (Ken Medema)   

Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Lord, send Your spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.  

SONG: Words  and Music by Ken Medema. ©  1973 Hope Publishing Company.  
Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

 

Welcome and Call to Worship Natalie 
Natalie: Welcome to the online service of Brunswick Uniting Church, being filmed in isolation. 
I’m Natalie, and this is my home, which I share with Shawn and Daniel. We’re glad you can join 
us, from wherever you are.  
Shawn: This week, we’ll be hearing the story of Jesus feeding the 5000 and continue the epic 
saga of the family of Jacob. 
Daniel: Let’s light our candles together as we start our worship. 
Natalie: Loving God, you call us here from far and wide.  
Shawn & Daniel: Calling us to a place where we are not alone.  
Daniel: Holy Spirit, you warm our hearts with your fire of love.  
Shawn & Natalie: Calling us to look beyond our own home, and our own family.  
Shawn: Hospitable Christ, you set the table, and welcome us to join you.  
Natalie & Daniel: Calling us to make the world a place where all are welcome.  

Opening Song:   
TiS 217 Love divine all loves excelling (Charles Wesley) 

1.  Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown: 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation,  
enter every trembling heart. 

 
2.  Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave: 
thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
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3.  Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be, 
let us see thy great salvation,  
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love and praise. 

SONG:  Love divine by Charles Wesley, from Together in Song, Harper Collins; PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Acknowledgement of Country Anya Kvansakul 
We acknowledge and respect  
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,  
the traditional custodians of this land  
since time immemorial.  
We are learning that the land  
is not ours to own, but to look after;  
and that if we listen,  
we may hear in it the calling of the eternal Spirit.  
Responding to this call, we commit ourselves  
to work for justice, reconciliation,  
and care of the earth.  

Prayers of Adoration and Confession Natalie 
TiS 741 O Lord hear my prayer (Jacques Berthier) 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer: 
 When I call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
 Come and listen to me. 

SONG:  O Lord, hear my prayer, by Jacques Berthier,  
from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, WORD OF LIFE 

 

Natalie: Mother and Father God, 
Sustainer of our lives, you give us all we need. 
The abundance of Earth, 
Sunshine that warms the soil, 
New seedlings rising from dark earth. 
God, hear us. 
Hear our prayer 
 

Daniel: Holy Spirit, 
Creative force in our lives, you give us all we need.  
Moving among all people in our diversity, 
Adding flavour and energy to inspire us,  
Like yeast, you breathe life into our tiredness. 
Spirit, hear us. 
Hear our prayer 
 

Shawn: Hospitable Christ, 
Our teacher and example, you give us all we need.  
Inviting us to sit and listen, 
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Treating us all as sisters and brothers, 
Calling us to share what we have, 
Christ, hear us. 
Hear our prayer  
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer: 
 When I call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
 Come and listen to me. 

 

Natalie: Loving God, we lay ourselves, and our world before you.  
We lift to you our own hunger, and the hunger of our world.  
Daniel: We lift to you our own brokenness, and the brokenness of our world. 
Shawn: We lift to you our own sorrow, and the sorrow of our world 
All: In your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer: 
 When I call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
 Come and listen to me. 

Word of Grace Natalie 
with Breadmaking 2 – Rising, shaping  
Natalie: Sisters and brothers, hear this word of Grace. God listens to our prayers, and the Spirit 
speaks when our words are not enough. Jesus welcomes all to the feast that is prepared for us.  
Through Christ, in Christ, and because of Christ, our sin is forgiven 
Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 

With the Children Dave 
We continue the story of Abraham and Sarah’s family and learn the names of all Jacob’s 
children.  Later we learn of Jacob’s encounter with God as travels to meet Esau. 

Hebrew Scriptures – Genesis 32:22-31 Karlien 
22The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven sons, and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 
everything that he had. 
24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that 
he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of 
joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.”  
But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.”  
29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen 
God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip. 



 4 

Song:  
ATFG575 Lord Listen to Your Children Praying (Ken Medema)   

Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Lord, send Your spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to Your children praying, 
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 14:13-21 Jamie 
with Breadmaking 3 – putting in oven 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 
But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, 
he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was 
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 
send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus 
said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked 
up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand 
men, besides women and children. 

Reflection – Two Royal Banquets Ian 
In our gospel reading today, we are invited to sit down for a meal. The story begins: Now when 
Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself.  

When Jesus heard what? When we rewind in the gospel, back to the beginning of Matthew 
Chapter 14, to see what comes before the feeding of the 5000, we find there a brutal and 
unpleasant story, which starts as a birthday party for a king, and ends with the death of a 
prophet.  
We have two royal banquets side-by-side in Matthew 14: Herod’s birthday feast, and the 
feeding of the 5000, which today I’m calling the messianic banquet of the new creation. I call it 
that, because in the way he tells the story, Matthew invites us to remember the words of the 
prophet Isaiah: On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for ALL PEOPLES a feast of rich 
food (Isaiah 25:6). Isaiah says the reign of divine love when God’s will is done on earth as in 
heaven is coming, and it will be like a great feast. And the meal Jesus provides for the crowd 
today is a foretaste of that coming celebration. 
Once again, the pandemic prevents us from joining together for Holy Communion this week, our 
foretaste of the feast of the new creation. What are the characteristics of that feast, and where 
do we taste them in our locked-down world right now? 
For weeks in our worship, we’ve been hearing parables about the Kingdom of God: sowers 
sowing, seeds growing, hidden treasure being discovered, yeast rising in bread. And today we 
see that kingdom embodied in a symbolic meal. What can we learn about the nature of the 
divine reign of love here among us now from the contrast drawn between these two Royal 
banquets in the gospel? – the kingdom of the world versus the kingdom of heaven?  
Herod shows us what a royal feast should look like in the kingdom of the world. It’s not spelt out, 
but we can assume that a king’s birthday party has the best food, and plenty of it. The guests 
will include the most noble, rich and powerful in the land.  
By contrast, the messianic feast by the lake side is not a special occasion, not a once in a year 
birthday celebration, but a simple daily evening meal. People are hungry and they need 
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something to eat – this meal is driven by need not festivity. And the foodstuffs available are the 
simplest most basic staples, bread and fish. 
And who are the guests? – whoever turned up, all comers are included. Jesus sits them down 
on the grass, reminding readers of the Good Shepherd King, in Psalm 23 – you make me lie 
down in green pastures. Unlike Herod’s royal banquet, where the guests are seated in a 
hierarchy according to their birth, wealth and power, here by the lake side, everyone is equal. 
Both stories are told in the context of ancient patriarchy. At Herod’s banquet a girl is the 
entertainment and a woman is the manipulative villain. And at the messianic feast only men are 
counted in the 5000. But notice Matthew does tell us that women and children were present. He 
wants us to know that this was not a male only crowd with women and children just getting the 
leftovers – no, all are seated together and fed equally, women, children and men. 
Herod’s birthday party is a degenerate feast, the scene of powerplays, manipulation, corruption 
and ultimately murder – the king is motivated by jealousy and fear. But writes Matthew, when 
Jesus saw the crowd, he had compassion for them and healed them. The Messianic feast of the 
kingdom of heaven is the scene of openhearted sharing, renewal and sustenance. 
The messianic feast begins in scarcity. At first it seems that there is nothing to sustain the 
people and they will have to go elsewhere to be fed. But in the gracious compassionate hands 
of Christ, that scarcity quickly becomes an abundance. Everyone is satisfied, filled up, there is 
enough for all. In fact, there are leftovers, 12 baskets full, a symbolic number representing the 
universal completeness of all God’s children. There is enough not just for those present, but for 
all those to come.  
At Herod’s feast, by contrast, all that is left is one platter containing the head of a prophet. His 
banquet embodies an ending, the death of hope. Jesus’ banquet prefigures a new beginning for 
the world.  
Herod’s feast is what we might expect from the corrupt kingdoms of the world. But Jesus’ feast 
is totally unexpected – it transposes the royal banquet of the Kingdom of Heaven onto an 
ordinary meal of staple food for ordinary people. It is miraculous, because, who would have 
thought, what we have is enough, in the hands of Jesus, what we have is enough to feed the 
world.  
Are we in a time of scarcity? Most of us have enough food, but what are we lacking in this time? 
What is the hunger in you? What is the hunger in our world? And how might that hunger be fed? 
As we await release from this lockdown, as we wait for the reinstitution of our community 
around the table of Christ’s healing compassion, remember what we have is enough – in the 
hands of Christ what we have is more than enough to feed the longing of our hearts and the 
needs of the world. 
And so we pray, give us today our daily bread, may your kingdom come and your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Amen 

Offering including Breadmaking 4 Natalie 
with Breadmaking 4 – taking out of oven 
Let us now make our offerings to God.  
Let’s take a moment to think about what we have and what we can offer. 
The work of our hands, gifts of money, time, and skills from God’s abundant gifts to us.  
To build God’s kingdom on earth, a place where no-one goes hungry.  

Prayers of the People Geoff 
We come now to pray for the world, the church and ourselves.  
Three times during these prayers I will pause and light a candle. I invite you to use that as an 
invitation to make these prayers your own. 

***** 



 6 

So let us pray.  
Gracious God, we pray for the hungry to be fed, the thirsty to be satisfied, the tired to be 
refreshed, and, if we are already full, that we will be generous. 
We pray for those whose poverty or race or nationality has left them especially exposed and 
vulnerable in this time of isolation, those whose hunger for friendship is painful. 
Candle is lit. 
We pray for those whose work or vocation leaves them exposed to infection, and who for the 
sake of others hide their own hungers and thirst.  
We pray that those, including ourselves, whose power, race or nationality has provided 
privileges in this time of isolation, and who are indifferent to those who hunger. Merciful God, 
may we all, like the crowds Jesus fed, be caught up in your divine generosity.  
Candle is lit. 
We pray for those, in our own nation and elsewhere, who in anger and bitterness peddle 
falsehoods. Untwist their minds and soften their hearts, and lead them into a hunger for truth.  
We pray for those, in our own nation and elsewhere, who exploit this time of isolation and, like 
Herod, hoard power, influence and money. Gracious God, raise up courageous voices, like 
those of John the Baptist, who call them to account. 
Candle is lit. 
We pray for the church in its local, national and global expressions. Help us in this strange time 
to find new ways of being generous in friendship, hospitality and care. 
Help us, loving God, to live out now the messianic banquet where all will be generous, where all 
will feast, and where all will rejoice as we taste and see that you are love. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, the bread of life, Amen.  
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer: 
 When I call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer, 
 Come and listen to me. 

Song with spoken introduction Ian 
Another month passes in which we are unable to gather together at Christ’s table to share the 
feast of heaven on earth, to eat the bread of his presence. As we fast from the feast, let’s affirm 
that while we are not able to come to the table, that table is spread throughout the world with 
fresh baked bread for all – all are invited to sit down in unity and equality to feast on the love 
that is God’s healing desire for the whole creation. Come, lay your burdens down, love all 
humankind, make God’s will complete.  
 
Tune In Invitation (Shawn Whelan)  
 

1.  God has laid a feasting table 
All her guests are gathered ‘round 
From the highways and the byways 
All the lost have now been found. 
When we hear the invitation 
Will we lay our burdens down? 
When we hear the invitation 
Will we lay our burdens down? 
 

2.  At this table all are welcome 
No-one need be left behind 
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God is greater than our difference 
Christ can see where we are blind. 
When we hear the invitation 
Will we love all humankind? (repeat) 

 

3.  God is crying out for justice 
Christ is weeping in the street 
When will be the time for laughter? 
When will all have food to eat? 
When we hear the invitation 
Will we make God’s will complete? (repeat) 

SONG:  Invitation, by Shawn Whelan, from Tune In,  
Brunswick Uniting Church Songbook, Reproduced with permission  

Notices Saide 
Good morning from our dining room space this week.  The August Olive Branch, our monthly 
newsletter, will be emailed this afternoon.  Lots of photos and stories to enjoy.  Here’s a few 
highlights. 

• Continuing on with the feasting theme the Pastoral Care Community Team invites you to 
join in the fun of Fabulously Fancy Feasts within your own households.  See the Events 
Calendar for all the details. 

• Church Council has approved the Climate Action Plan.  Maxine Loynd will be speaking 
about this shortly. 

• Peter Blair, our Olive Way Pastor, offers an extended reflection on the ministry being 
offered by the Olive Way outreach program. 

• The Tower Room Window display features works loaned by Olive Arts Collective artist 
Graeme Lamming.  Have a look if you have happen to be passing by the church. 

• Dave Hall, our Childre has shared lots of photos of SMP artwork and information about 
all the ways the CYYA ministry is supporting our younger members. 

Join Ian for the regular Sunday worship chat at 10:30 this morning and again on Tuesday at 
7pm for a discussion about the book ‘God and the Pandemic’ by Tom Wright.  See Facebook or 
the Events Calendar on the website for details. 
And now let’s hear from Maxine about the Climate Action Plan. 

Sending Song 
BUC Songs In spirit we rise (Sheree Anderson)  
 

In Spirit we rise, rise, rise 
to be bread for the world 
In Spirit we rise, rise, rise 
to be bread for the world 
 

Planted, the seed within: 
Image of You we bear; 
life as Your blessed ones, 
love the gift that we share. 
 chorus 
 

Christ is the pattern sown 
in moments of trust known deep. 
Knowledge of You we grow; 
faith the harvest we reap.  
 chorus 
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Tumbled by life we come, 
love’s holy grain worked through. 
Spirit, the yeast so wise 
proves our power in You. 
 

In Spirit we rise, rise, rise 
to be bread for the world 
In Spirit we rise, rise, rise 
to be bread for the world 
In Spirit we rise, rise, rise 
to be bread for the world 
bread for the world. 

 
SONG:  In Spirit We Rise, Sheree Anderson April ’07, Used with permission 

Blessing and Sending Ian 
Go with the blessing of the Baker-Woman God 
To be the rising yeast of her reign.  
Go to spread the fresh baked aroma of her living bread with a hungry world. 
Go to be satisfied in your soul by 
the God who shapes us 
the God who rises 
the God who fills us 
The Source, Word and Breath of life.  
Amen 

Thank-yous 
Ministers  
Rev Ian Ferguson 
Dave Hall 
 
Liturgist 
Natalie Sims 
 
Prayer Leaders 
Shawn Whelan 
Daniel Whelan 
 
Acknowledgement of 
country 
Anya Kvansakul 
 
Bible readings 
Karlien Kok 
Jamie Thom 
 

Children’s time 
Dave and Clara Hall 
Voices:  
Greta and Rowan 
Hoth 
Hudson 
Harriet and Clementine 
Oscar 
 
Musicians 
Shawn Whelan  
Co-ordinator) 
Sheree Anderson 
Matthew Lees 
Catherine Leslie 
Natalie Sims 
Daniel Whelan 

Bread maker 
Ray Cameron 
 
Prayers of the People 
Geoff Thompson 
 
Notices 
Saide Cameron 
Maxine Loynd 
 
Production  
Ray Cameron  
Saide Cameron 
Ian Ferguson 
Dave Hall 
Jamie Thom 
Lauren Reader  

 
And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,  

twelve baskets full. (Matthew 14:20) 


