
 1 

Easter 2, Order of Service, 19/4/2020     

Opening verse on screen 
John 20:21 ‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.’ 

Gathering, Greeting and Call to Worship Kirsty Bennett 
We have seen the Lord! 
He has come among us,  
greeting us as we gather in our homes. 
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
Let us sing and celebrate new life in Christ. 
 
Song - Making Things New  

The desert will spring to life.  
A path will be made in the wild.  
Even now as you look I am making things new.  

 
The lion shall lie with the lamb.  
The day shall extinguish the night.  
Even now as you sleep I am making things new.  

 
Take hold of the hope that I give  
Trust in me  
Reach out for the love you can live  
Eternally  

 
The river of life shall flow down.  
The mountains shall break forth in joy.  
Even now as you speak I am making things new.  

 
The barren give birth, the lame walk.  
The deaf and the blind hear and see.  
Even now as you pray I am making things new.  

 
Take hold of the hope that I give.  
Trust in me.  
Reach out for the love you can live  
eternally. (repeat)  

SONG:  Making things new, by Sheree Anderson,  
from Tune In, Brunswick UC, Reproduced with permission  

Acknowledgement of Country Abi Benham-Bannon 
We acknowledge and respect   
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,   
the traditional custodians of this land   
since time immemorial.   
We are learning that the land   
is not ours to own, but to look after;   
and that if we listen, we may hear in it   
the calling of the eternal Spirit.   
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Responding to this call,   
we commit ourselves   
to work for justice, reconciliation, 
and care of the earth. 

Welcome and Introduction  Kirsty 
Welcome to worship.  My name is Kirsty.  
 
As on other Sundays, all the parts of our service have been pre-recorded.  
This morning you will also hear from Abi, Julie, Andrew, Catherine, Oliver and Julie, and Alistair has 
organised the recording of the music for us today. 
 
What a couple of weeks we have been through!  
 
On Palm Sunday we felt the joy of Jesus showing us a new way of being a leader, as he rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey. 
We shared a meal together during the week, serving and being served. 
And then we were faced with the grief and loss of death, as Jesus was taken and crucified. 
We felt lost. 
Until on Sunday, when we came to the tomb, and to our amazement, found it was empty.  
Christ was risen! 
 
Today we continue our journey with Christ as an Easter people, 
people of hope,  
welcoming Christ into our homes,  
confident that Christ is with us,  
surprising us with life when we think all is lost,  
offering us peace,  
and showing us how to love. 
 
Song - In the shape of a cross  

O Spirit God to you we pray 
For the healing of the nations 
Within this space extend your grace 
For the healing of our neighbours 
 
Love, enter our shattered world of tears 
Soothing the pain of all our loss 
Breaking the locks on all our fears 
Forging the truth inside our years 
In the shape of a cross 
 
Love, enter our lives at darkest hour 
Be with us as we count the cost 
Wanting to follow where you lead 
Painting the picture of your power 
In the shape of a cross 
In the shape of a cross 
In the shape of a cross 

SONG:  The shape of the Cross, © David Brown, 4/2004,  
from Tune In, Brunswick Uniting Church Songbook, Used with permission  
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Prayers of Adoration and Confession  Kirsty 
Holy God, 
You gave up your only Son, 
You suffered death and loss, 
You wept and mourned, 
For us. 
 

Jesus, Messiah, Son of God, 
You come and stand among us, 
Offering us peace, 
And sending us, 
Just as you were sent by God. 
 

Holy Spirit, 
Breath of Jesus, 
Shared with the first disciples at home, 
And with us today, 
the life of resurrection. 
 

We adore you. 
 

Forgive us Holy God when we do not give of ourselves for others,  
when we do not share your sacrificial love. 
Forgive us Son of God when we do not see you among us,  
when we do not respond to your call. 
Forgive us Holy Spirit when we do not feel your presence, 
when we do not live as Easter people. 
 

Amen. 

Declaration of Forgiveness Kirsty 
Friends, the risen Jesus appeared to the disciples in their house 
And he comes to us in our homes too.  
He meets us where we are 
And offers us peace.  
And so we can say with confidence: 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Song - Jesus is risen from the grave  
 

1.  Jesus is risen from the grave, 
Jesus is risen from the grave, 
Jesus is risen from the grave, 
ALLELUIA 

 
5.  Jesus will meet his people 

SONG:  Jesus is risen from the grave, from Love from below, © Wild Goose Publications,   
Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland  Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502.  

 ALSO Reproduced with permission by CCLI license no. 247623 
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Bible Readings - John 20:19-31  Andrew Calwell 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord.Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin*), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may come to believe* that Jesus is the Messiah,* the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.  

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word 
Thanks be to God 

With the Children Julie McKinnon 
Julie shared a story about special things and in particular a knitted ladybug tea cosy that Kirsty had given 
her commenting on how precious things are made even more precious by the stories attached to them.  
She spoke about the events of Holy Week and how precious the Cross is in reminding us of Jesus.  Julie 
concluded inviting us to think about precious things in our lives and the stories attached to them. 
Some of the children shared photos of special or precious things in their lives. 
 
Song - I am a child of God 

I am a child of God, I am a glimpse of God’s new creation.  
I am a child of God, I am a child of God. 

SONG:   I Am a Child of God words and music by Cheryl and Bruce Harding, ©2002 Cheryl and Bruce Harding  
from More Voices, United Church of Canada, Woodlake Publishing Inc.  

Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE #604502 

Bible Readings - Psalm 16 Catherine Leslie 
A Miktam of David. 
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.  
I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; 
   I have no good apart from you.’ 

As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 
   in whom is all my delight.  

Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 
   their drink-offerings of blood I will not pour out 
   or take their names upon my lips.  
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The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 
   you hold my lot.  
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
   I have a goodly heritage.  

I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
   in the night also my heart instructs me.  
I keep the Lord always before me; 
   because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.  

Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
   my body also rests secure.  
For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
   or let your faithful one see the Pit.  

You show me the path of life. 
   In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
   in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

For these words of witness and for Christ the Word 
Thanks be to God 

Sermon Peter Blair 
There’s not much I like about the novel coronavirus. But for me at least there are a couple of 
advantages, one is that I can literally be at two churches at the same time. Today I come to you from 
Gracetree in Coburg, whilst simultaneously being at Brunswick Uniting through the magic of technology. 
The other advantage is that as a small house church, the entire congregation of GT could comfortably fit 
within the walls of Brunswick Uniting, there is no way the opposite could happen...until now. So 
welcome entire congregation of BUC to GT, at least this small portion of it. Welcome to those of you 
who are tuning in from near or from afar.  

Our gospel reading today begins in the dark, with the disciples gathered at night. Scholar and Biblical 
commentator, and friend of this community, Wes Howard-Brook argues that John’s gospel follows a 
schema of a week, just as the creation narrative follows the schema of a seven day week. John’s gospel 
begins ‘In the beginning’, and then proceeds to the first, second and third days and so on. The many 
time indicators found in John’s gospel, such as ‘in the morning’, ‘at night’ and so on, are about placing 
the gospel narrative within that weekly schema. This culminates in the appearance of Jesus to his 
disciples on the first day of the week.  

There is some merit to his argument, but in a closer reading of John’s gospel you can see that this 
schema doesn’t quite fit. No doubt John created his narrative to intentionally echo Genesis in order to 
describe the ‘creating’ of the discipleship community.  

But what I think is happening in John’s gospel is a contrast between the dimness of night and the 
dimness of understanding and the clarity of morning and the clarity of understanding. A few verses back 
Mary Magdalene enters the garden ‘early in the morning while it was still dark’, her understanding of 
who Jesus was and what he symbolised was still dawning on her (pun intended). This becomes crystal 
clear when she sees the grave clothes. Not the body, only the linen wrappings. The disciples that come 
to the tomb see only the lack of body and leave in ignorance.  

Similarly Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night, in ignorance, and leaves in ignorance. And here the 
disciples, are gathered at night, in ignorance and fear, John tells us, of the Judean authorities. This 
seems to be the thing that occupies their minds. Not certainty of faith, such as that which Mary 
Magdalene displayed. It is only after this scene that the disciples truly begin to put all the pieces 
together and truly begin to believe.  
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In the same way the image of dawn is used to indicate the dawning of the disciples’ awareness of the 
significance of Jesus and the beginnings of true faith. This occurs on the beach of the Sea of Tiberias in 
the next chapter. But I am getting ahead of the lectionary. You get the picture.  

So from these murky and dark beginnings our reading emerges into the light of awareness. But let me 
return to this in a bit.  

A number of years ago my wife Sharm and I were loosely involved in the Forge network. Forge was 
made up of people who passionately loved Christ but struggled in the institutional church, and were 
often very badly burned by it. It was about innovating, stripping back the institutional layers of church 
and recovering what was essential in the DNA of our faith, without the trappings of organised religion. 
The paradigm of church that those in the Forge network often turned to was, of course, the early 
church. 

Forge was headed up by the missiologist Alan Hirsch. Alan argued at the time that the early church was 
transmitted like a virus, and that the disciples and those that came after them ‘sneezed’ out the gospel. 
It was very contagious, and never has there been a more apt description. For Hirsch, as with many other 
missiologists, the question that fascinated them was how a group of shattered and demoralised 
disciples, such as the ones we encounter in our reading today, managed to build a movement right in 
middle of the Roman world when the odds were clearly not in their favour. Moreover, how did a 
message so at odds with Roman propaganda manage to catch on as much as it did? This was as much a 
sociological question as it was a missiological one.  

The answer to that, at least according to our gospel reading today, is in what Jesus does here in this 
unnamed location, where the disciples are hiding for fear of the Judean authorities. Our reading tells us 
that Jesus breathed on them. An unusual act perhaps, but it was no ordinary breathing. This was the 
imparting of the Holy Spirit to his disciples, the in-spir-ation that powered the early church and its 
outreach. There are clear echoes here of the Genesis account of the first humans, where God “breathed 
into [the man’s] nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being” (Gen 2:7). Here, Jesus is 
breathing life into what will become his body, the church, beginning with these confused and 
bewildered disciples.  

The early church seemed to have a strong grasp of the idea of what this meant. For starters, in it’s 
earliest form there were no external signs of religion. There were no buildings, no priestly garments, no 
worship bands; very little that clearly marked them as Christian. And yet the movement continued to 
spread. What was it that enabled this to happen?  

For us in our context many years later, where we have had centuries of cosying up to power, sharing in 
the spoils of empire, and so on, we have often confused the idea of being the body of Christ with the 
buildings we build and inhabit. And the church has built some spectacular examples over the years, and 
Brunswick Uniting is one of them, just our Oratory here at Gracetree is.  

But who are we without our buildings? What is the church without it’s edicifium? How can I run a drop-
in centre without anywhere to drop in to? We have become accustomed to having a space that we can 
call our own, from which we can conduct our ceremonies and rituals, to put our hands up in praise and 
worship without judgement, to preach the word without fear. But now we find ourselves at this time 
having to learn a new mode of being.  It’s not quite the same thing to sing a song of praise on Zoom, or a 
Youtube live stream. So now what are we?  

So as we’ve been increasingly locked down, and as we have been stripped of life as we have known it up 
to this point, this question is central for our time. What does it mean for us to be church when we can 
no longer use our buildings, or engage in all the forms of worship we are accustomed to; the smells, the 
bells, the worship band and so on? How do we live our faith in this new world? 
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Over the past few weeks our lectionary readings have been looking at Jesus’ farewell discourse. To my 
mind, at least, this gives us a clear picture of what Jesus was building in the discipleship community that 
was to become the body, the church.  

The community that Jesus was building was to be founded on love. This is expressed in Jesus’ famous 
words to his disciples:  

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (Jn 13:34,35) 

For me, this does not change. It remains Jesus’ command to his disciples and to us at all times. 
Brunswick Uniting have expressed this well in that ‘Our doors may be closed but our hearts remain 
open.’ It is harder still to do amidst restrictions and social distancing. For myself as pastor of Olive Way, I 
do not stop ‘pastoring’ without the physical space that Olive Way occupies. This new command of Jesus 
remains even without the building. That doesn’t mean it is easy, or that I enjoy this situation.  

The second part of what we are called to at this time is in Jesus’ declaration to his disciples in vs 19: 
“Peace be with you”. This is more than a blessing, it’s an intention of what his disciples and the 
discipleship community were to embody. They were to be a people of peace. It’s not secret that the 
institutional church has failed to embody this over the years. What does this look like in today’s world?  

I think this is what Jesus is referring to in chapter 12 where he calls the disciples to be children of light. 
It’s what sets the community apart.  

Finally, in today’s reading Jesus says to his disciples “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” I often find this verse 
puzzling. There are many ways to interpret this, and I won’t list them all. But for our purposes, in this 
time of pandemic, the call is clear. Forgive. Jesus names what is foundational to community in general, 
and to the community that he is founding, and forgiveness is an essential part of that. There can be no 
love without forgiveness, there is no community without love.  

We need each other more than ever at this time. Even when pushed apart, for our own health, we still 
need each other. That does not change. What does change is how we pull together, even whilst keeping 
physical distance. There are examples, some big, some small in how this is done. We are learning, we 
are innovating. And as the church we commanded to love, and to forgive. Our world may change, but 
this does not change.  

Peace be with you! 

Offering Kirsty 
At this time in the service we make our offering, an offering of our time, our gifts and our money for the 
work of our community, the church, and the world. We do this in response to God’s loves for us.  Please 
continue to give in whatever way you are able.   
Let us reflect on what we can offer as we sing of God’s love.  
  
Song - The great love of God  

1.  The great love of God is revealed in the Son, 
who came to this earth to redeem every one. 
 

2.  That love, like a stream flowing clear to the sea, 
makes clean every heart that from sin would be free. 
 

3.  It binds the whole world, every barrier it breaks,  
the hills it lays low, and the mountains it shakes. 
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4.  It’s yours, it is ours, O how lavishly giv’n! 
the pearl of great price, and the treasure of heav’n. 

SONG:  The great love of God, by Daniel Tahmbyrajah Niles,  
from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, Copyright uncertain 

Prayers of the People Julie Perrin 
Some of the Prayers of the People today come in the form of collects. 
Collects are an ancient prayer form that gathered up the needs of the day 
and called on God for help.  
If you are interested in the spiritual practice of writing collects  
I’ve made some simple notes available on the website. 
 
Let us pray 
 

Jesus who breathes peace 
Appear through our locked doors to stand among us. 
Jesus who breathes peace 
visit us when we are afraid. 
Jesus who breathes peace 
breathe through us when our own breath is anxious. 
May we welcome you fearlessly into our homes, be they refuge or tumult. 
Dwell with us we pray. 
 

 God of Shadows, 
give shelter to hollow, shaken humans  
bewildered by sudden closure. 
Sturdy structures shattered, hopeful trade ended, 
meaningful work gone. 
In the shocking silence where nothing can be said, 
let birdsong be heard.  
 

 God of those who are numbed, 
stunned by loss. 
Enfold us in a gentle darkness, 
a hidden sleep, a long stillness. 
Re-member us to ourselves 
awaken the courage we’d forgotten we had. 
 

 Great God who calls us to belonging, 
Who delights in curiosity, invention, ingenuity. 
Praise be for minds that bend and flex despite restriction, 
for bodies that signal love by staying apart. 
Praise be for neighbours talking across fences,  
calling from balconies, waving through windows,  
for greetings that cross the space between us. 
Praise be for strangers, careful on footpaths, 
for children asking their questions,  
for truth tellers who earn our trust and speak to our fear. 
Praise be for friends who warn and chide and encourage, 
for human warmth in time of distance. 
Praise be. 
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Notices Saide Cameron 
Please keep up to date with the news on our website, particularly the events Calendar and the Olive 
Press which has a section about Climate Actions. There is an opportunity to donate working mobile 
phones to support our Olive Way ministry. Everyone is welcome to participate in the Household of God 
project, an invitation to be creative during this time of isolation.  Christian meditation sessions are 
offered on weekdays at different times.  And our Olive Pesto craft group has launched their Facebook 
group, a meeting place for people who like to create together.  All the details are on our website. 
 
Sending Song - Make me a channel of your peace  

1.  Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; 
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 
 
O Master, grant that I may never seek 
so much to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 
 
2.  Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 
where there is darkness, let me bring your light; 
and where there’s sadness, ever joy. Refrain  
 
3.  Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
in giving of ourselves that we receive, 
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 

SONG:  Channel of peace, by Johann Sebastian Templehoff, Oregon Catholic Press,  
from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502.   

ALSO Reproduced with permission by CCLI license no. 247623 

Blessing and Sending Kirsty 
We have gathered in our homes and Christ is among us. 
We have heard his call to go and be his disciples, doing works of love and care. 
 

So, go into the week ahead, with Easter hope as your guide, 
Knowing that God’s love is boundless, that Christ walks beside us and  
that peace of the Holy Spirit will be with us. Amen. 
 
Song - May You Go Well, Tune In  

May you go well into paths still unknown.  
May you know peace even when pain and loss abound.  
Blessed be you on the road through your life.  
When you're surprised may you be bold, creative and wise.  
And we pray you will be salt, you will be light inside this world,  
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

SONG:  May you go well, by David Brown. ©2006, from Tune In, Brunswick UC, used with permission 

Closing verse on screen 
Psalm 16:11 ‘You show me the path of life.’ 


