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March 2020 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

All those days
you felt like dust,
like dirt,
as if all you had to do
was turn your face
toward the wind
and be scattered
to the four corners

or swept away
by the smallest breath
as insubstantial—

did you not know
what the Holy One
can do with dust?

This is the day
we freely say
we are scorched.

This is the hour
we are marked
by what has made it
through the burning.

This is the moment
we ask for the blessing
that lives within
the ancient ashes,
that makes its home
inside the soil of
this sacred earth.

So let us be marked
not for sorrow.
And let us be marked
not for shame.
Let us be marked
not for false humility
or for thinking
we are less
than we are

but for claiming
what God can do
within the dust,
within the dirt,
within the stuff
of which the world
is made
and the stars that blaze
in our bones
and the galaxies that spiral
inside the smudge
we bear.

Jan Richardson 
from Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons 

Image: “Ash Wednesday Cross” © Jan Richardson 
janrichardsonimages.com

Blessing the dust

mailto:janrichardsonimages.com?subject=
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> Worship Calendar

March
Season of Lent

A season of preparation and discipline 
that begins with Ash Wednesday (26th 
February) and concludes at sundown on 
Holy Saturday (11th April).  During the 
forty weekdays and six Sundays in Lent, 
the Church remembers the life and ministry of Jesus and renews 
its commitment to him in Christian discipleship.  

This year Lent offers us the opportunity to engage with and 
reflect on the questions Jesus was asked and the questions he 
asked in return.  Shaping these reflections is the key question 
‘What is the truth Jesus calls us to?’

Each Sunday during Lent and beginning on Ash Wednesday you 
will be offered a card to note your own thoughts and reflections 
and to record your own Lenten journey.

Supply Ministry
Amelia welcomed Valentina Satvedi Leydon as the Worship 
& Teaching Supply Minister on her first Sunday in the role on 
16th February.  Prior to Ian’s departure to his supply ministry 
placement the worship committee prepared the three month 
preaching plan.  

We look forward to welcoming the following additional people as 
our preachers over the next three months:

• Lent 1, 1st March, Dave Hall, CYYA Pastor
• Lent 4, 22nd March, Peter Blair, Olive Way Pastor
• Easter 2, 19th April, Peter Blair, Olive Way Pastor
• Easter 5, 10th May, Linley Liersch, Presbytery Minister
• Easter 7, 24th May, Andy Calder, Deacon

Ian’s first Sunday back with us will be on the weekend of Church 
Camp 22nd-24th May and then back at worship at BUC for 
Pentecost Sunday on 31st May.
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Welcoming Ceremony

Our first Welcoming Ceremony for the 
year will be offered during worship 
on Sunday 29th March.  This is an 
opportunity for people new to the 
congregation to share your story and name Brunswick.
Please contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743 or Jane Allardice, 
0419 385 544 if you would like ot participate.

Nourish
This beautiful series 
for primary school 
aged children and families returns again for three Wednesdays, 
25th March, 1st & 8th April.  Come along for toasties and 
games from 6pm ready for story telling at 6:30pm.  Contact 
Dave Hall, 0417 310 128, for more information

April
Holy Week

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on 5th April.  We 
begin worship at 9:30 as usual, walk to 
St. Ambrose Catholic Church to share an 
ecumenical service and return to BUC 
with the Baptist congregation to conclude 
worship.

We gather for worship on 
• Maundy Thursday, 9th April, 7:30pm 
• Good Friday, 110th April 9:30am 
• Easter Day, 12th April, 9:30am

More details next month.  The worship committee will again 
hold an open planning session on Tuesday 10th March, 
6:30pm in the Olive Way.
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> Sharing our Faith

Rev Joseph Orton arrived in the Port Phillip District settlement in 1836,  the year after its original founding by the British .  With 
decades of involvement in the welfare of native peoples, Joseph came with a very deliberate goal of protecting the original 
inhabitants of Port Phillip from the fate of the First people of Van Diemen’s land.  From our vantage point we might argue that he and 
his evangelical colleagues were not very successful, but for his time, he was a far sighted, compassionate and principled man, doing 
the best he could in difficult circumstances.

Speculators in Van Diemen’s land had been eyeing the grassy plains north of Bass Straight for some time.  The first flocks were 
brough across in 1835 against the explicit orders of Colonial Office in London.  At that time there were limits to where settlements 
could be made in the colony of New south Wales and Port Phillip District was not included.  For years, potential settlers had been 
lobbying the government to change the rules.  They knew that there was a risk that they would forfeit their investment if they 
moved flocks to Port Phillip District if the Governor chose to enforce the settlement restrictions.  But they were hungry for more 
land.  Virtually all the available grazing land in Van Diemen’s Land had been taken and wool growers were missing out on large profits 
because of the rising demand for wool in Europe. 

One effect of the settlement of Van Diemen’s Land had been the almost complete wiping out of the Indigenous inhabitants.  The 
original people of Van Diemen’s Land had been prohibited access to their traditional hunting grounds by graziers taking up runs for 
their sheep, the animals and native vegetation that they depended on had been destroyed, and when they took stock to feed their 
people, retaliation was swift and brutal.   The remnant Indigenous people had been forcibly rounded up and sent to Flinders Island 
where many of them continued to die because of the alien conditions and separation from their land.  A small group of potential 
colonial settlers hoped to ensure that this did not happen to the First inhabitants of the Port Phillip District when the graziers arrived 
there.  They petitioned the Colonial Office for protection for the native people.  One of these was Rev, Joseph Orton.

Joseph had started his missionary work in Jamaica in 1826 working with the African slaves on plantations.  As a Wesleyan 
Methodist evangelical, he was in direct conflict with the slave owning elite and the established Church.  He was eventually 
imprisoned for “preaching without a licence” and spent time in “squalid confinement” in the common goal.  Although he was 
eventually exonerated and the magistrate who had sentenced him was struck off, his time in prison seriously damaged his health 
and he never fully recovered.  When he returned to England from the West Indies he was heavily involved with the Anti-Slavery 
Movement which lead to the Anti-Slavery Act in 1833.  His mission to New South Wales was to contain a very strong thread of 
concern for Indigenous welfare. 

Joseph was sent to New South Wales by the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society in 1831. His time in the colony saw him 
overseeing church life in Sydney, Bathurst and Hobart and doing outreach work to assist missionaries in New Zealand and other 
Pacific Islands.  He was in Van Diemen’s land when the Port Phillip Association was developing their plans for moving sheep 
to new pastures on the mainland.  Joseph and his evangelical contacts lobbied the authorities for formal protection for the 
Aboriginal people’s. He wrote a book called Aborigines of Australia (1836) in an attempt to influence colonial policy, worked for the 
establishment of mission settlement where they could be “civilised and educated” and supported individuals in court when they fell 
foul of Western expectation.  In hindsight we can look at the initiatives the evangelical activists were proposing for the Port Phillip 
District and see they were guaranteed to fail.  The forces of colonial ambition and profit making were lined up against them.  But this 
does not take away from the reality that they were the progressive activists of their time.

Joseph walked along Sydney Road in the late 1830’s.  
He was present when the foundation stone was laid 
for the first Methodist Chapel on the site of what is 
now the Sydney Road Community School in 1841.  He 
admired Melbourne and enjoyed his time here.  I think 
of him when we sing a rousing Wesleyan hymn.  I 
remember what he was trying to do when I join in a 
climate change or asylum justice march.  And I tend to 
the native plant garden around the Wurundjeri Recogni-
tion Sculpture in recognition of what he tried to achieve 
and in hope that it can keep growing.   
          Meg Orton

Honouring my Great Great Grandfather;  
or

Why I care about the Indigenous Garden at BUC
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Meeting at a bus stop 
On a warm February morning at an East Brunswick bus stop I met Mairi. I detected an American accent. Was she visiting? Yes! 
She’d accompanied her husband, in Melbourne with a group of  students on a research project. Bouncing along on the bus, chatting,  
I felt warm towards this woman. She’d heard about the Op Shops on Sydney Road and was well prepared with a shopping trolley. 
Nearing Sydney Road I asked “Would you like to have a coffee together?”. “Sure”, came the smiling response. 

It was Wednesday and my thoughts went quickly to the people and activities at BUC. “Let me show you my church”. The invitation 
accepted, we were soon in the midst of the humming community.  Art group packed with busy artists, doors wide open for the 
fresh air, a welcome from Ann and participants, ASWC participants coming and going, people enjoying the day in the  lawn garden, 
an Olive Way welcome with plunger coffee.  Greeting OW visitors, deep listening to accounts of working in isolated communities, 
the  Korean-Australian experience, Indigenous spirituality  and shared experiences of living on the east coast of USA. Out into the 
sunshine again and the Orange Sky laundry van had arrived. Mairi has never experienced such a service. More chatting. And more 
photos.

We say our goodbyes but not before suggesting we catch up again before she leaves for home. Five days later we are at Abbotsford 
Convent enjoying the site, the lovely old architecture, an art exhibition and the community gardens. A bond has developed in this 
brief encounter. Tentatively at first then openly, we share our motivation for becoming  nurses as young women. She from a strong 
Irish Catholic background, me a Protestant – we each experienced nursing as a “call”, a response to God’s call to serve people at 
their most vulnerable moments and in doing so experience an amazingly satisfying and privileged role in the community. Thank God 
for this chance meeting. I am reminded of the Scripture that says “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:2.

I’m sure we will meet again someday - hopefully in Boston MA.  Thank you Mairi.        Helen Rowe

> Meet our Supply Ministers
Pastoral Care

Hello, I am Yoo Mi Park. 

I am doing pastoral care at 
BUC for three months while 
Ian is serving people in 
Gippsland. Last November, 
I completed my candidate 
formation in the UCA. I am 
delighted to experience BUC 
ministry before embarking 
on a new chapter of my 
ministerial life. 

My passion and compassion 
for people have been in caring and teaching. So, I studied 
Christian Education and Theology and worked as a pastor for the 
children and family ministry and primary school teacher. I always 
try to remember Mark 6:34 in ministry. “As he went ashore, he 
saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach 
them many things.”

Through pastoral care ministry at BUC, I would like to celebrate 
love, laughter, caring and sharing which God entrusted us.

Yoo Mi Park 
0450 767 545 

armdawl@naver.com

Worship & Teaching 
Hi, Valentina here!

I am an ordained Minister in 
the Anabaptist tradition. My 
ordination rests with the Atlantic 
Coast Conference of Mennonite 
Church, USA, one of the historic 
peace churches. Currently, I am 
the President of the Anabaptist 
Association of Australia and New 
Zealand. Brunswick Uniting Church 
has been my community of faith for 
about three years now. 

In my previous roles I worked with Mennonite Central 
Committee USA as Anti-Oppression Coordinator; Center for 
Anabaptist Leadership in Pasadena CA as Director of Urban 
Theological Formation; preceded by pastoral ministry with 
Anabaptist Congregations in the Pacific Southwest of USA.

‘Be-ing’ is important to me as it allows me to focus on the here 
and now. ‘Be-ing’ grants me the ability to discern and listen to 
the Spirit.  

I like to ask questions. Reading, watching movies, gardening are 
a few things that distract me when I have time.

I am married to Tom and we acknowledge that we live 
between the traditional watersheds (Darebin and Merri) of the 
Wurundjeri-willam people of the Kulin Nation. 
         Valentina Satvedi Leydon 
                   0456 099 448,  
                       valentina.satvedi@gmail.com

mailto:armdawl%40naver.com?subject=
mailto:valentina.satvedi%40gmail.com?subject=
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> Annual General Meeting

The AGM was held after worship on 23rd February.  The meeting was attended by 35 people with 16 apologies offered.  Kate Scull 
(Congregation Chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Valentina Satvedi Leydon opened the meeting in prayer after which Kate 
affirmed the Acknowledgment of Country offered during worship and explained the consensus model and voting rights. 

Kate presented the Olive Harvest 2019 edition - our collection of 28 annual reports commenting that they are a wonderful glimpse of 
the things that are going on in our congregation and community.   Thanks were offered from the meeting for the work of the Property 
and Finance Committees and Saide Cameron as Congregation Secretary.  Ken Morrison moved that the reports be accepted, 
seconded by Ray Cameron and passed by consensus.

James Balsille, co-chair of Church Council provided information about the co-chair model and high level goals of the Council for 
2020.  He noted that a vote of thanks was moved to Linda Wannan and Shawn Whelan for their four year commitment to the roles 
of Treausrer and Chair of Council respectively.  A vote of thanks was also moved to Saide Cameron with a gift to be given later.

Shawn Whelan (Treasurer) presented to the 2019 Financial Report and 2020 Budget.  Shawn provided detailed information about the 
Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Sheet.  He moved that the 2019 Financial Report as endorsed by Council be accepted, 
this was passed by consensus.  He went on to provide similarly detailed information about the budget indicating the Council’s 
intention to run a not quite balanced budget with a slight deficit.  He moved that the 2020 Budget as endorsed by Council be 
accepted, this was passed by consensus.

The final item on the agenda was the Election of Congregation Office Bearers.  Current incumbents Kate Scull (Chair), Saide Cameron 
(Secretary), Kate Scull and Jamie Thom (Presbytery Representatives) offered to continue for a further twelve months.  These offers 
were accepted by consensus.  

Kate thanked everyone for their attendance after which Valentina closed the meeting with a prayer.

Minutes of the meeting are available here.            Saide Cameron, Congregation Secretary 

Thanks to Saide
Church Council would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Saide for her work as 
Congregation Secretary for 2019.

But really, on behalf of the whole 
congregation. we would like to say 
much more than that:

Where to start?

Let me define secretary – “an administrative professional whose 
work consists of supporting management, using a variety of 
project management, communication, or organisations skills”.

Well that’s a start – definitely Saide fits this description. 

An executive secretary? – “a highly skilled professional who 
supports management.  A person with a certain amount of 
authority”.

Well getting closer but still a pretty cold definition.  We all 
know Saide is much more than this. 

When the proposal for a thanks was put to 
Elders some of the words spoken were:

‘She puts a tremendous amount of her time 
into the church.’ 

‘I am a little in awe of how much Saide does 
for BUC in the course of a week.’

‘Saide offers BUC a wonderful gift’ 

Personally,  I love it when Saide’s high core  
energy bursts forth with spontaneous laughter during worship... 
usually at one of Ian’s jokes.’ 

I think we are now getting a better picture.     

Saide, although we may frustrate you from time to time - we 
appreciate you, we see you, we acknowledge you and mostly 
we thank you for all that you do within our congregation and 
extended community. 

This gift is an opportunity for a night out at Nova within anyone 
you love to share a movie and dinner with our best wishes. 

Church Council, Per Claire Foley, 23 February 2020
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> Presbytery Report
Jamie Thom was the sole Brunswick representative at the 
Presbytery-in-Council meeting in Hoppers Crossing on 1 
February, since neither Kate Scull nor Ian Ferguson were able to 
attend. However, he found that so many others were attending 
to participate in the two inductions – of Rev Linley Liersch as 
Mission Development Strategist/eLM liaison and of Rev Narelle 
Collas as Presbytery Minister – that he couldn’t even get a 
spot in the carpark. For this special service, included as part of 
the meeting, the Chairperson Bruce Watson preached on the 
Sermon of the Mount and the Micah reading ‘Do justice, love 
kindness and walk humbly with our God’.

The remainder of the meeting consisted of the usual reports, 
along with a special vote to elect Bruce Missen to be Chair of 
the Pastoral Relations Committee (most elections happen at the 
end of each year). Of possible interest from the reports:

• The Pastoral Relations Committee supported the extension 
of the minister in placement Rev Tevita Holani at Noble 
St, Newtown and in prison chaplaincy in Geelong until 
the end of 2021 which was then endorsed by Presbytery 
– extensions of placements (such as in this instance) 
beyond 10 years only happen when there are special 
circumstances.

• The Mission, Strategy and Education committee noted that 
our Presbytery will soon receive a visit from representatives 
of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand who are 
interested in our Mission Strategy. 

• The Administration, Property and Finance Committee 
announced the deadlines for the latest round of Simpson 
Fund grants for mission in congregations.

• Linley spoke about various aspects of her role as Mission 
Development Strategist and eLM Liaison (as noted in 
last month’s Olive Branch, eLM “equipping Leadership 
for Mission” is a unit of Synod that provides resources, 
education and engagement); these included promoting a 
youth camp, changes in Synod structure, Messy Church 
networking and ‘learning hubs’.

• Jeanne Beale reported on behalf of the new ministry team, 
including how they are sorting out their respective roles.

• Heather Loader announced that presbytery had developed a 
new formula to make the Synod Mission and Service giving 
more equitable throughout the presbytery.

• Ministers and members of Queenscliff Uniting Church gave 
a plug for their upcoming SacredEdge Festival (1-3 May 
2020) which will involve 30+ performers and presenters 
focusing on the theme “Dive Deep into Diversity”. There will 
be a strong First Nations presence including presentations 
by Lydia Fairhall (Black Sheoaks), Emily Wurramurra, Leah 
Flanagan and Archie Roach. Other attractions will include 
an Ocean Labyrinth, a Tamil Welcome Feast provided by 
local asylum seekers, and the opportunity to hear diverse 
speakers, including Claire Dunn, David Karoly on the subject 
of climate action, and refugee and LGBTIQ+ voices. 

• In the context of the bushfires, it was noted that the 
Presbytery of Gippsland was meeting on the same day as 
our presbytery (the Presbytery of Port Phillip West) and that 
Ian, our minister at Brunswick, would be leaving us for three 
months to do emergency supply ministry in East Gippsland 
on behalf of the Synod. 

This month, Jamie and Kate also attended Fi Bottcher’s 
ordination at Brunswick and later induction at Sunshine, in a 
formal capacity as Presbytery reps. In case you are wondering 
why we walked in with a bunch of ministers at the start: the 
Presbytery processes in together to physically affirm their 
support of the new minister and the congregation/placement. So 
it’s good if the group is big! Later in the service, being gathered 
at the front also makes it easy to jump up and formally welcome 
and congratulate the new minister. Of course, at the induction 
Fi jumped the gun and came to the pews to meet us. That was 
just so Fi, and epitomises one of the characteristics which will 
make her fantastic in her new role as a Mental Health Chaplain 
in the hospital and community – her instinctive need to meet 
people where they are, as God does for us.   

Jamie Thom and Kate Scull

Keeping Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, you may report this in confidence so that support can be provided. You may 
speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact Person appointed by Church Council.  
Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised. Please contact Helen in person or by telephone at 
0423 009 813

> Culture of Safety
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> Worship News
Epiphany 5, 9th February - Big Day 1

Worship was a service of calling, commis-
sioning and sending.  We shared the responsive reading based 
on 1 Corinthians 12 and the Uniting Church Basis of Union 
paragraph 13:

There are diverse gifts:
But it is the same Spirit who gives them
There are different ways of serving God:
But it is the same Lord who is served.
Each one of us is given gifts of ministry by the Spirit:
And there is no gift without its corresponding service.
There is one ministry of Christ:
And in this ministry we all share.
Together we are the body of Christ:
And individually members of it.

During Children’s Time Ian and Dave talked about salt and 
light.  Ian then commissioned Elders in their call to the task of 
oversight of the mission and ministry of our congregation.  The 
Elders promised to ‘faithfully carry out the responsibilities of an 
Elder in the Brunswick Uniting Church’, and the congregation 
promised to ‘support and pray for them during their term of 
service’.  The children offered them salt to taste to remind them 
of Jesus call to salt for the earth.  We reached out our hands 
in blessing as Ian prayed and we sang ‘May God bless you and 
keep you’.

Ian Ferguson, Claire Foley, Amelia Ware, Jessica Kvansakul,  
Maxine Loynd, Shawn Whelan, Helen Rowe, Gwen Arnold,  

James Balsillie, Joel Hallinan

> D&E News
Reflecting during Lent
During the season of Lent the Discipleship & Education 
committee invites you to set aside time to reflect on what is on 
your hearts together with some of the big questions arising from 
Jesus’ ministry.

The Talk Faith group will be meeting on the fourth Thursday of 
the month, 7:30pm in the Youth Hall.  The group met for the first 
Lenten discussion on 27th February 
and will meet again on Thursday on 
26th March.  

An invitation is offered to join lunch 
time reflection & discussion after 
worship during March, 
11:30am-1:00pm on  
8th (Youth Hall),  
15th and 22nd (West End) 

And finally here are some options for people interested in lent 
Studies, but not able to attend any of the groups:  

• https://victas.uca.org.au/2020-lent-studies/  This link takes 
you to a number of Lent Studies resources produced by 
UCA 

• Signs of Life – why church matters <https://www.
signsoflife.org> 

We have used Lenten materials from 
this group in the past.  It has really 
resonated with some people.  You 
may find it useful.  

Meg Orton

> Happy Birthday
Hannah Alvis, Matthew Alvis, David Cameron, Saide Cameron, Andrew Dickinson, Geoff 
Findlay, Ian Findlay, Jaom Fisher, Dave Hall, Samuel Hall, Matthew Lees, Chantelle Matthews, 
Danica Mullen, Natalie Papworth, Bronte Potter, Nick Salau-Thom, Max Tieman

https://victas.uca.org.au/2020-lent-studies/
https://www.signsoflife.org
https://www.signsoflife.org
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And finally we participated in a liturgy for ‘Sending Ian to 
Gippsland’.  Rev. Linley Liersch, Presbytery Minister invited 
Ian and Beth to stand forward accompanied by Kate Scull 
(congregation chairperson, presbytery representative, and past 
resident of Bairnsdale).  Linley affirmed Ian’s call to his three 
month term of supply ministry in East Gippsland, based in 

Bairnsdale.  She released him from 
his ministry with us for this time 
and asked us to do the same.  We 
committed to praying for Ian and 
to hold Beth and the rest of Ian’s 
family in love, praying for them and 
supporting them during Ian’s absence.  

Linley invited us to hold out our hands in blessing again as she 
prayed Ian on his way.  We sang ‘For you deep stillness’.  

Concluding the 
service Ian invited 
Michael and Bella 
to come forward to 
light their baptism 
candles from the 
Christ Candle and to 
present them with 
their Confirmation 
Certificates.  

You can listen to the recording of the whole service here.

A short while later 
after we had moved to 
the Gathering Space 
Helen Rowe, co-chair 
of Council presented 
Michael Cameron 
and Bella Taranto for 
confirmation.  Ian 
explained ‘Today Bella 

and Michael are confirming their faith in Jesus and in God’s 
promises declared to them in their baptism as children. They are 
confirming their willingness to live out those promises, to love as 
they have been loved by God in Christ Jesus and to witness to 
the inbreaking Reign of God.’  He invited them to talk about what 
it meant for them to be confirmed.

Michael: To be a Christian 
for me means to be part of 
the community of faith and 
community of the world, to be 
a caretaker of nature and all 
its facets. To live not only for 
yourself but to live for others 
and do what you can to make 

the world a better place than it would have been without you, 
no matter how small or large a difference that may be. It also 
means to teach a message of care and of love for all the earth. 

Bella: I want to thank everyone for welcoming me into the 
Uniting Church community. I believe that Jesus Christ taught 

us selflessness over greed, and I want to be a disciple who is 
inspired by the holy spirit to be God’s witness in the world. It 
is our duty to live out that love and care for all with Jesus as 
our example to show us how we can create a better world, 
in other words, we could bring heaven down to Earth. Being 
a Christian gives me purpose, meaning and guidance in life. I 
am committing to walk with 
Jesus even in times where I 
am struggling with unanswered 
questions and to stay strong in  
my faith. I am so excited to be 
a part of the good works done 
here. 

Ian sprinkled Bella and Michael with the water of baptism and 
one of the children offered them salt to taste.  We held out our 
hands in blessing as Ian offered the prayer of confirmation and 
we sang The Aaronic Blessing.  Again we shared commitments 
and promises.

https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/worship-9-2 
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> Worship News
Ordination
On Sunday 9th February a joyful congregation gathered to celebrate the Ordination of Fiona Bottcher to the Ministry of Deacon in 
the Uniting Church.  Fiona candidated from our congregation in 2017 following a year as the Olive Way Coordinator.  

Ian welcomed everyone to our space.  The service was conducted by the Presbytery of Port Philip West and led by Chairperson 
Rev. Bruce Watson.  Rev Robyn Whitaker (Coordinator of Studies – New Testament at Pilgrim Theological College and Senior 
Lecturer within the University of Divinity) offered the sermon opening with the words ‘You are salt’ in response to the Gospel reading 
Matthew 5:13-16.  Robyn said the best use of salt is when it improves the flavour without even being noticed, offering this as a 
metaphor for ministry.  She affirmed Fi’s call to be salt in way that doesn’t dominate those she comes into contact with.  She also 
affirmed the many gifts that Fi brings - her capacity for compassion, warm intelligence and her awareness that difference is not a 
threat.  She spoke of our call to be light to the world and shared a beautiful story of a young boy reflecting light into the room of sick 
brother.  Robyn commented that there are two ways to be the light - to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it.  To Fi she said ‘be 
salty and let your light forth because in doing so you bring glory to God’.  And finally she said ‘Your calling Fi is to serve the world, and 
yes serving the church is part of that but like Jesus you are called beyond the borders of the faithful, gathered in buildings like this to 
serve whoever God puts before you. ... You are called to be their God person. ... You are called to be the precious pinch of salt or the 
powerful ray of light.’  Robyn concluded by giving Fiona a gift of two types of salt.  Listen here.

Secretary Heather Loader offered the narration of steps after which 
Bruce affirmed that presentation.  In response Fiona offered a snapshot 
of her encounter with Jesus and the pathway to becoming a member of 
Brunswick UC.  She said that ‘it wasn’t easy to walk into the church’ and 
spoke of her first conversation with our then minister Ray Gormann.  She 
said that it her journey from then she has encountered a lot of people 
with a lot of questions.  She said ‘I guess that this is at the heart of what 
my particular call of ministry looks like and feels like to me.  There’s 
discernment and grappling and wrestling and above all hope.  And I love 
it.  I love walking alongside people and with people, sharing stories and 

sharing journeys because this is where I’ve seen glimmers of hope, 
the breaking in of the kingdom of God, not in the future, but right here 
and now in very ordinary moments.  And so I make this commitment 
simply because I believe there is a better that’s shown to us through 
Jesus Christ.  And I can’t think of anything else that I want to do 
except be a part of that.  There’s been a lot of surprises on this 
journey and I look forward to more to come.  May God’s loving grace 
break in and surprise us all here today and every day.’  Listen here.    
Then followed the formal ceremony of ordination with the laying on 
of hands, presentation of a Bible and stole and the Deacon badge.

https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/sermon-20200209-robyn-whitaker
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/fiona-ordination-response
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Prayers of the People were offered by Saide 
Cameron and Rev. Rachel Kronberger and we 
celebrated Holy Communion.  Listen to the 
whole service here.

After worship we enjoyed a delicious 
afternoon tea in the hall.  Thank you to Leanne 
Salau, Julie McKinnon, Natalie Papworth and 
everyone who provided the food.

Induction 
One week later on 16th February Fiona was inducted as a Deacon in the Port Philip West Mental Health Ministry at Sunshine 
Uniting Church.   Ray Gormann, minister of the Word at Sunshine UC welcomed us to the service.  As with Fiona’s ordination the 
service was presided over by the Presbytery of Port Philip West Chairperson Rev. Bruce Watson.  

Offering the sermon Ray Gormann and addressing the challenging readings chosen he commented on being good, being religious 
saying that Jesus was teaching his disciples about the new ethic, a new way of being.  Speaking to Fiona he said that this was 
what she was called to, a ministry of Open Access where each person is welcomed to access whatever services they need without 
assessment or appointment, all provided in a safe and supportive environment that facilities connection and support.  Listen here.

Fiona opened her response commenting on the lovely coincidence of the welcome she received from Ray Gormann when first 
visiting Brunswick UC.  She spoke then of the verandah spaces around the church that allowed her to make the connections 
that finally made it possible for her to enter the church and affirmed the similar spaces at Sunshine UC.  She spoke of the barrier 
that mental health can create for people in the community.  She affirmed the ministry that she is called to and the building of 
relationships that is possible through this interaction of going out and coming in which gives her hope.  Listen here.

After the service during the afternoon tea the Memorandums of Understanding underpinning this new ministry were signed.  Saide 
Cameron and Kate Scull (BUC congregation secretary and chair) together with Jamie Thom and Ken Morrison presented Fiona with 
a pampering gift (Himalayan salt lamp complete with tea lights, honey & almond soap and chocolate) from our congregation. 

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Prayers-of-the-People.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/worship-20200209-epiphany-5a
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/worship-20200209-epiphany-5a
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/induction-sermon-rg-20200216
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/fiona-20200216


	  

	  

11

Our card to Fiona read:  Dear Fiona, Thank you for sharing your journey to ordination with us.  We are filled 
with joy to have witnessed and celebrated your ordination with you last week.  We wish you many blessings 
as you take on this new, exciting and challenging ministry in our Presbytery.  With much love from Kate Scull 
(Chair) and Saide Cameron (Secretary) on behalf of Brunswic Uniting Church.  PS. We hope your enjoy your 
pampering gifts.

This week we received a card from Fiona:

Transfiguration, 23rd February - Big Day 2
On Transfiguration Sunday we went up the mountain with Jesus and his disciples and together explored what this means for our 

call to discipleship.  It was also a day blessings.  We 
blessed the children and leadership of the  Sunday 
Morning Program (SMP).  We blessed the students from 
the Student House Program (SHP) and with the period of 
supply ministry now in place we began by blessing our 
reshaped Ministry Team.

Our worship was led by many voices beginning and 
ending with the Ministry Team, with readings and prayers 
offered by members of the Student House Program and 
contributions from other leaders.
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James Balsillie, co-chair of Council affirmed the calling of Yoo Mi 
Park and Valentina Satvedi Leydon to their supply ministry roles 
of Pastoral Care and Worship & Teaching.  Peter Blair, Olive Way 
Pastor and Dave Hall, CYYA Pastor also participated in this liturgy 
during which questions were asked and commitments made to 
accept and support our newly shaped ministry team.  

Dave and Valentina invited the children into a conversation about 
Transfiguration after which Dave called out the Children, Youth 
& Young Adult Committee members and all the leaders and 
assistants from the SMP to come forward.  Anita Major, Chair 
of the CYYA committee and Dave invited us to share the liturgy 
of commitment to ‘listen, care and work with our children and 
leaders to safeguard the vulnerable from abuse and neglect, and 
to promote their safety and well-being’, asking parents, leaders 
and the whole congregation to each in our own capacity to 
support the children’s education ministry in our congregation.  

Everyone gathered around 
the table to light a tea light 
around our ‘Transfiguration 
Mountain’.  We sang ‘May 
God’s sheltering wings.  See 
CYYA news for a photo of 
the gift giving to children 
transitioning into new groups 
in the SMP program. 

Later after the sermon and Prayers of the People Valentina 
invited the Student House Committee members and residents 
of the SHP to come forward.  James, Chair of the CYYA thanked 
Ann Soo for her four years of service to the committee and 
introduced Bonita Best as a new member of the committee.  He 
noted that Ann will continue as a mentor for Cecily and Hannah.
The students introduced themselves saying their name, time in 
the program, where they were from, their course and favourite 
Bible passage:

• Charlotte Pitt (via video) - 2nd year, from Sydney, music 
theatre, Joshua 1:19

• Jason Sung Kang (via video) - 3rd year, from Shepparton, 
biology majoring in bio-mechanics, 2 Corinthians 15:7

• Sasha McGuigan (introduce by Dave in absentia) - 2nd 
year, Harrow in Western Victoria, Audio Engineering, James 
1:3-5

• Robert Sargent - 1st year, Ardmona near Shepparton, 
Bachelor of Arts in audio engineering, Ephesians 6

• Oliver Sun - 2nd year, Taiwan, creative writing at RMIT, 
Revelations 6 

• Jungwoo Choi - 1st year, Korea, Cookery, John 16:33
• Hannah Freibel - 2nd year, Cheltenham, graduate 

certificate in Divinity at Whitley College, Romans 8:28
• Quilan Goff, 3rd year, Lakes Entrance, bachelor of honours 

Para medicine, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’
• Bridie Turner, 1st year, Mirboo North in East Gippsland, 

Bachelor Arts at University of Melbourne, 1 John 4:16
• Cecily Xiang was unable to attend the service.

Again we shared commitments of welcome and support - 
mutually from the congregation and the students.  We sang 
‘For you deep stillness’.  The students and committee also lit 
tealights around the mountain.

The newly blessed and commissioned Ministry Team blessed 
and sent us from worship.

Robert, Oliver, Jung Woo, Hannah, Quilan, Bridie
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> JAM News

Kirsty Bennett hosted our February meeting.  As always we 
enjoyed a meal together sharing what we’d been doing lately.

Olive Way

We discussed the Olive Way Kitchen Renovation report provided 
by Belinda Seale and the processes for communicating the 
outcomes with the Olive Way and church communities.

We acknowledged Kimberly Fraser’s decision to conclude her 
time on the Olive Way Steering Group in light of her impending 
move to Canada.  We thank Kimberly for her contributions to this 
ministry.

BUC Arts

We acknowledge the work done by Saide to create a clear and 
uncluttered space for all users of the Youth Hall.  We hope that 
with all the signage in place it will be much easier for everyone 
to return the space to a state ready for the next users.  

We approved the ‘Go paint the sheds’ proposal and look forward 
to the enjoying the development and final outcome of the 
mural.  Thank you to the Property Committee and Working Bee 
participants for the undercoating that has already been done.  
The Property Committee is organizing two further times for the 
top coats to be applied.  Look out for the invitation to lend a 
hand.

We approved the Memorandum of Understanding prepared by 
Saide Cameron and Ann Soo in discussion with Rachel Edward, 
Arts Access Creative Director.  This will be sent to Church 
Council to be signed.

We were delighted to learn of the successful launch of Tonia 
Begg’s Freedom through Movement sessions with the Olive 
Way.  

It was also a joy to learn of the growth being experienced in the 
Olive Arts Collective community.

We have proposed that Friends of BUC Arts be reinvigorated 
with the particular brief of curating our various spaces to allow 
for display of artworks from artists within our community.  

Tower Room Window

One of the key areas for display is our Tower Room Window off 
the worship space.  The worship committee is creating a display 
for Lent.  We are looking forward to seeing how this space is 
used through the work of the Friends of BUC Arts.

In addition to the display we will be recommending to Church 
Council that the north facing doors also be either replaced with 
glass or have glass installed so that the existing doors can be 
opened in the same way that the current west facing doors do.

Food Co-op

Membership has been reopened to BUC members and friends.  
Abi reported that the community vibe is thriving again.  

BUC Climate Action Group

We noted with gratitude that this group is taking responsibility 
for ensuring that the various climate focussed activities planned 
for the Sydney Rd. Street Party are supported.   

First Nations Solidarity Group

We appreciated receiving a report from Jenne Perlstein about 
the steps taken so far and offered our ongoing support as and 
when it is required.

FUNdraising

By the time this edition is published we will have enjoyed the 
BBQ & Pool Party at Wayne & Susan Matthews home and so 
in anticipation thank them for their hospitality and generosity.  
More news next month.

We commend the Lenten Appeal to the congregation.  The 
preserves stall will be offered after worship on 29th March and 
5th April.  We will launch the Appeal during worship on 10th 
March with an invitation to consider how you might support the 
projects that are  being sponsored this year.

ASWC

Saide has ensured that the ASWC now has access to half the 
North Shed with the other half to be used by Arts Access.  

Abi has consulted with Aimee Dare re the compost bins.  The 
ASWC will take full responsibility for two bins.  The other two 
bins will be removed.  The contents of all four bins will be 
removed so that the ASWC can have a fresh start.  We will 
communicate with all other users that the compost bins are for 
the sole use of the ASWC and that all organic waste is to be put 
in the green bins.

Sydney Road Street Party

As with the Pool Party this event will be well and truly over 
by the time this edition is available.  So we are grateful in 
anticipation to everyone who offered their time to welcome 
people and engage them in our concern for the impacts of 
climate change.

Ringing the bells for the Climate Strike

Kirsty and Leanne will ring our church bell on the morning of 
the next Climate Strike being held on 15th May.  Come and join 
them if you can and then go out for Morning Tea.  More details 
next month.

That’s a wrap for this month.  We love the work we do on behalf 
of the BUC community of communities.  There is always more 
we can do so if you want to join our committee to help make 
things happen please let one of us know.  Our meetings always 
start with a meal and conversation about life.  It’s a great 
committee.  Join us. 
              Saide Cameron with Gwen Arnold, Richard Arnold,  
  Abi Benham-Bannon, Kirsty Bennett, Leanne Salau, Ann Soo

From the committee
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BUC Arts
The BUC Arts community is made up of many small communities 
all of which offer a great deal of joy to the artists who gather 
together.

In addition to established groups, one new hopefully ongoing 
group has started and another short term group will begin soon, 
details to come next month.

Freedom through movement is a group being offered 
fortnightly on Thursdays by Tonia Beggs Dance Alliance 
alongside the Olive Way program.  The participants have 
appreciated Tonia’s gentle and encouraging leadership.  

Mechanics of the Eye is half way through a six week series 
and will recommence on 8th March.  These workshops are 
offered by Priscilla Manthey and supported by Joanne van 
Ravensaaij and Jane Allardice, independently of the BUC Arts 
committee.  

If you have an idea for a series of workshops or a new group 
see all the information you need to prepare a proposal on the 
‘Feeling Creative’ post from our website.

Olive Pesto meets on the second Saturday of the month, 
10am-noon.  The February meeting offered the 19 participants 
the opportunity to reconnect, show and share their recent craft 
work.  The group is looking forward to World Wide Knit in Public 
Day on 13th June.  Monthly newsletters are produced are 
available on the website here.

The Olive Arts Collective has had a very positive start to 
the year with high numbers.  Closures of other community art 
groups has lead to participants from those groups finding their 
way to OAC.   The group is appreciative of the work done to 
declutter the space and sort out storage allocation.

BUC Arts is considering the request to provide active support to 
Gus Argote as he prepares to take on the leadership role for the 
much loved Sydney Road Opera Company.  

Friends of BUC Arts is an opportunity to support the creative 
work of our community without needing to join a committee.  
The JAM committee has proposed that the Friends of BUC Arts 
take responsibility for curating the spaces in our all, worship 
space and Tower room window with a view to showcasing the 
ever growing works of our artists. 

If this is something you are interested in exploring please 
contact Leanne Salau, 0449 912 092 or Saide Cameron, 0407 
096 743.  The first task will be to take an inventory of our spaces 
to determine what can be used and to establish a timeline 
for exhibiting works.  We hope to launch this new exciting 
adventure after Easter. 

New members to the committee are always welcome.   

Saide Cameron, Co-convenor (Administration) 
Ann Soo, Co-convenor (Creative Lead) 

Committee members:    Leanne Salau, Simone Alesich

Food Co-op
FOOD CO-OP has re-opened Membership to people from the congregation and friends

Saturday 21 March, 10 am - 12 noon in the Olive Way room.  

Members of the congregation are invited join us in March to see how the Food Co-op 
operates and perhaps consider joining as a Member.  Our key values are reduction 
of unnecessary packaging of basic food items by purchasing in bulk and distributing 

to Members, and we aim to reduce 
food miles by obtaining locally 
produced foods where possible.   

Regular Members are asked to plan their shopping list and label containers before 
arriving at Distribution Day.  Scales will be available on the day to pre-weigh 
containers. Further information from Helen 0423 009 813.  
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There’s this old fellow who has been coming to Olive Way for 
many years who I kind of dread having to talk to. Not that he’s 
unpleasant company or difficult, or anything like that; it’s just 
that when he starts you can’t really shut him up. His favourite 
topic of conversation is talking about his years as an entertainer 
on cruise ships. He loves to tell you he can say ‘hello’ in about 
about a hundred-and-something languages and will then list 
them. He’s actually a lovely man, its just that he has a tendency 
to come in late then keep us there even after we’ve closed 
saying ‘hello’ to you in about hundred different ways. We don’t 
always have the time to listen, and so we just continue cleaning 
up while our polyglot rattles off his greetings. But like I said, he’s 
a lovely chap, he just doesn’t read our cues very well. 

Late last year he came in to Olive Way, not long before our 
closing time, had a bite to eat, then called me over. I had that 
same sense of foreboding that I get when he comes in, and it 
was not allayed when I noticed that this time he had a box with 
him. ‘Where’s Barry?’, he asked me. I explained that Barry had 
stepped aside from his Olive Way duties. ‘Oh’, he said ‘That’s 
ok, I can just show you what I’ve got in this box’. I suppressed 
a groan, but what he proceeded to show me was an array of 
mementos he had collected of his life as a performer. I learnt 
that what he had told us (repeatedly) over the course of his 
visits was that he had indeed been a cruise ship entertainer and 
a well known recording artist. His act might well be considered 

dated for our time (and just 
a little politically incorrect), 
but for his day he was quite 
the showman. 

Over the years his health 
has declined and his hearing 
is not as good as it was, but 
his passion for music and 
story telling has remained. 
As he pulled out the many 
mementos of his music career, he came to the last one, which 
he had wrapped in a cloth (ever the showman). He pulled it out 
and told me the story of how he was invited to an event hosted 
by the Music Lovers Association of NSW the previous month 
and surprised with an award. It read “In recognition of your 
contribution to the music and entertainment industry spanning 
over 60 years in Australia and around the world.” Johnny 
Nicolandos was absolutely chuffed and beaming with pride.  
Watch his speech here. 

I realised that he wanted nothing more than to be remembered 
and for the mark he has made on this world to not be forgotten. 
We all want that to some extent, but it was nice to see that 
Johnny had been honoured for his contribution and that he felt 
honoured by that. We like to honour him here too. 

Olive Way Story

> CYYA News
Hi there BUC folks,

Here’s the CYYA news, starting with the youngest…

Olive pips / playgroup

Olive pips (pre-schoolers) and parents enjoyed an excellent BBQ 
and play in the courtyard at Tonia’s place on February 9. We are 
aiming for a Saturday morning playgroup at the church on either 
28 March or 4 April. Stay tuned. 

Sunday Morning Program (SMP)

Yes, SMP is back in full swing. Our SMP leaders were 
commissioned and blessed on Sunday 23 February. We also 
blessed the children, and gave gifts to those moving from one 
SMP group to another: Scarlett for starting school; Anya, Lillian 
and Bruce for starting Grade 3; and Patrick, Hamish, Daniel, 
Jacob and Josh for starting Year 7. 

Youth Group

A huge thanks to Susan, Wayne and Jacqueline Matthews for 
hosting our first YUCY event for the year – a fabulous pool party 
on a fabulous day with some fabulous teens. 

 Peter Blair, Olive Way Pastor, 0431 193 810

https://www.facebook.com/127748854548513/videos/444779569565287/?v=444779569565287
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YUCY then got really MESSY on Feb 21, 
with an hilarious range of messy games, 
assisted by Chris Emmanuel, Robert 
Sargent (who has just moved in to our 
Student House), and Jac Matthews. 

Coming up we have a Clean Up Australia 
Day activity on March 1, followed by the 
chance to go to the Synod Family Camp 
on the March long weekend, then a 
beach arvo at Altona on March 21. 

Older Group (the OG)

A real highlight was witnessing the Confirmation ceremony for 
Bella Taranto and Michael Cameron on Feb 9. 

We are aiming to run similar “exploring the Christian faith” 
sessions at the Student House in June – July for anyone in the 
OG age-group (16 to 23).

Student House

Two more students have recently 
moved in to the Student House, 
Bridie Turner and Jungwoo Choi.  A 
few quick words of introduction: 

Bridie is from Nilma North (a couple 
of hours east of Melbourne). She is 
about to start studying a Bachelor of 
Arts at Melbourne University, having 

just completed VCE, where she was the school’s “cultural 
captain”. In other words, she loves drama productions and 
having a positive impact on the ethics and culture of a place. 
She is a PK (Pastor’s kid), having spent much of her childhood 
in Canberra. Faith is super-important to Bridie, and she’s really 
looking forward to being part of BUC. 

Jungwoo is from Korea, and moved 
to Australia 18 months ago. English is 
his second language, but he is learning 
very fast. Jungwoo lived in Shepparton, 
and attended the Uniting Church where 
Jason Kang’s dad is the minister. That’s 
how he heard about the Student House. 
Jungwoo is studying cooking – a two 

year course here in Brunswick – and something that a couple of 
his ‘culinary-challenged’ housemates are looking forward to. 

An absolute highlight has been the Student House retreat on Feb 
15 and 16, at the beach house of Anita, Adrian, Janet and Dave 
– a very generous gift / offering. There was an amazing depth 
of sharing by the students and committee members, as well as 
lots of laughs, conversations and pretty fantastic food. 

Then on Feb 23 we 
celebrated the blessing 
of the Student House 
and Committee at BUC, 
welcomed Bonita Best on 
to the Committee, and 
gave thanks to God for 
Ann Soo’s contribution 
over 4+ years. 

Ann will remain a mentor for a couple of student, but is stepping 
back from the Student House Committee.  

Finally, on a personal note, it’s been good to have Valentina and 
Yoo Mi join the ministry team for the next couple of months, and 
hard not to have Ian around. 

Grace and peace 
              Dave Hall, Pastor: Children, youth and young adults 
                 0417 310 128, davebhall1373@gmail.com

Ann, Amanda Lees, Bonita

mailto:davebhall1373%40gmail.com?subject=
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> Communication News
The Olive Pages
The Olive Pages (Directory) is the collection of contact details for 
all people within the congregation.  It will be updated in the next 
two weeks and will be published on Sunday 15th March. 
The draft will be emailed this coming week.  If you have recently 
changed any of your details (address, phone numbers, emails) 
please let me know. 
The Directory is made available to everyone in paper copy unless 
you indicate that you wish to receive it by email only or both.  

Simply contact saide.cameron@bigpond.com 
to let me know what you prefer.

Name Tags
They are so wonderfully useful.  Here’s a few examples
• You can confidently say hello to someone using their name
• New people and visitors know, at least by name, who they 

are talking to
• Name tags promote a feeling of belonging

If you have one please wear it.  If you want one please email 
or call Saide - saide.cameron@bigpond.com, 0407 096 743.  
Choose your colour - red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple, 
pink.  If you want to colour co-ordinate with more than one 
colour just ask!

Website
A wealth of information awaits you on our website.  Start at the 
home page, delve deeper into opportunities for getting involved, 
explore worship, growing in faith, community and social action.

Join the Members area to learn about our committee structure, 
read stories, find out how to get reimbursed for costs on the 
Finance page, find the person you are looking for on ‘Who’s 
Who’.

Offer to learn how to blog and post so that this creative task is 
shared.  Allow your voice to be heard.

Questions - Contact Saide Cameron, Communications 
Coordinator, saide.cameron@bigpond.com

Communications Tasks
There are lots of way that people can and do contribute to the 
communications ministry
• preparing slides for worship
• preparing the newsletters
• website administration 
• preparing the Olive Press newsletter
• preparing name tags
• managing photo permissions
• posting stories and events 
• and lots more

To find out more or to offer to learn and take on a task please 
email saide.cameron@bigpond.com

Meet the Team
Brunswick Uniting Church has a Ministry Team of an ordained minister 
and pastors, and many other volunteer leaders who share their gifts on 
Church Council, committees and other groups.

Our Meet the Team page invites you to get to know these people, their 
roles and the various ways they are involved in the mission and ministry 
of the congregation.  The commitments made evolve over time and in 
response to our engagement within the church and beyond.  The page 
has been updated in recent weeks and includes profile statements from 
Valentina and Yoo Mi.

Also see the photo board in the Gathering Space with thanks to Ken Morrison for the photos.

Olive Press
The Olive Press is our weekly newsletter.  
It is published usually on Thursday 
evenings and occasionally on Wednesday 
evening or Friday morning.  

It provides news and information about 
events and opportunities within our 
congregation and beyond our doors 
under the headings of: Prayer Points, 
BUC News, Climate Action News, 
Community News, Wider Church 
News.  

In addition there are links to the Sunday 
Prayers and Sermon Posts, the 
Lectionary and Events page.  

The Olive Press is published in three 
formats:
• paper copy for people who want one 

on Sundays
• website version
• email version using mailchimp 

We are looking for a person interested in 
being trained to taken on this task for the 
third week of the month and occasionally 
when I am on leave.

Extensive Guidelines were developed in 
2019 which Daniel Broadstock reported 
as being very easy to follow with good 
trouble shooting support provided.  

The person who takes on this role will be 
well supported with diary pages, banners 
and events posts prepared ahead of time.  
In terms of time commitment, once you 
are familiar with the process you will 
need to allow approximately two hours.  

Please consider if this is a way you 
can contribute to our Communications 
Ministry.

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/meet-the-team/
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> Pastoral Care News

We’ve already gathered in lots of ways this year with lots more opportunities to come.

Ordination Afternoon Tea

Fiona Bottcher’s Ordination on 9th February was a wonderful celebration and the afternoon 
tea to follow was a delightful and delicious occasion for sharing food, company and conversa-
tion.  Thank you to Leanne Salau, Julie McKinnon and Natalie Papworth for organizing everything, 
ensuring that there was plenty of food and coordinating all of the contributions.  
 

Working Bee & Lunch
The Property Committee compiled a wonderful list of tasks with options for everyone after worship on 16th February.  The main 
focus was gardening and putting the undercoat on the shed.  We enjoyed a sausage sizzle (thank you Wayne Matthew and Cindy 
Davenport) and lots of delicious fruit (thank you Linda Fisher and Linda Wannan).  

AGM Lunch

After the very informative Annual General 
Meeting on 23rd February we enjoyed 
lunch in the Olive Way with a delightful and 
flavourful array of ‘bring a plate to share’ 
offerings.  Thank you to everyone for all the 
delicious offerings.  We had a lovely time 
sharing hospitality together.

Community News

All set up with shiny white cloths
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Welcome lunches

Our first Welcoming Ceremony for the year will be held during 
worship on 29th March.  See page 2 for all the details.

We would love to be able to invite all those who are welcomed 
to a meal at someone’s home.  If you would like to offer to host 
a meal and be paired up with a newly welcomed person please 

let Saide know,  
0407 096 743.  

Hosts will be 
encouraged to also 
invite other people 
to share lunch.

Good Friday Lunch

After worship on Good 
Friday, 19th April, we 
gather to spend time 
together enjoying home 
made hot cross buns and 
beautiful soups (thank 
you Ray and Alistair).

Everyone is welcome 
to the home of Adrian 
& Anita, 11 Hellers St. 
Brunswick from noon.  
BYO drinks and chairs. 

MS Cycle

The BUC Cycle group enjoys occasional rides around Melbourne.  See Regular Events.  This group ‘came 
to be’ as a result of the MS Melbourne Cycle event held annually in March.  Riding under the banner of 
‘Hunter Clan’ a group of riders of all ages rides to raise funds to support those who live with multiple 
scelosris and their families.  This year’s ride is on Sunday 22nd March.  You can join the team (there are 
currently only six members) or support the team by making a donation.  Visit their page - you can make a 
team donation or support an individual rider.  Help them achieve their goal to raise $1,500.  

Church Camp

It’s twelve weeks until church camp.  Get ready for a weekend away at Adekate 
camp site (our home away from home), 22nd-24th May.  A committee is in 
the process of being formed.  Anthony Hinds will be our camp coordinator ably 
supported by Shawn Whelan and Courtney Rohde.  The committee will meet 
a couple of times for planning with the rest of the work being carried out by 
committee members and other people offering to do particular tasks at the camp.  

Please contact Anthony, 0478 692 607 or Shawn, 0418 613 898 to join the 
committee or simply for more information.  A brochure and online sign up 
information with payment details will be available soon.

Saide Cameron

Hospitality     
Brunswick Uniting Church (BUC) wishes all newcomers and 
visitors to our Church a warm welcome. The Pastoral Care 
Hospitality team enjoys linking the newcomers to activities 
which interest them and to congregation members involved in 
these activities or who are just happy to chat and get to know 
the newcomers. 

We welcomed the Supply Pastoral Care Minister in February, Yoo 
Mi Park and look forward to sharing in the ministry of Pastoral 
Care with her whilst Ian Ferguson in Bairnsdale.

If you are new or newish to Brunswick Uniting Church (BUC) 
and would like to find a pathway to belonging or would like more 
information about what goes on at BUC, please make yourself 
known to the pastoral care hospitality team. We would love to 
assist you – Yoo Mi Park, Jane Allardice, Ray Cameron, Sheila 
Calwell, Graham Lawrence, Clare Keogh and Michael Rigby.

Jane Allardice

Compassion     
The Compassion Ministry responded to needs of the 
congregation in February in a variety of ways. 

The Prayer group also continued to pray daily for those who 
have requested it. We believe that God knows the innermost 
workings of our hearts. If you wish to be included and prayed 
for or wish to join in praying, please just telephone or email (see 
compassion team names below). Each Friday the Prayer group 
will be emailed the names of those participating. If you know of 
someone who may need prayer please feel free to ask them if 
this would be helpful and forward their name to us.

The Compassion team was also very pleased to welcome the 
supply Pastoral Care Minister, Yoo Mi Park, into their shared 
work ministering to the needs of others. 

We offer our love, prayers and support to Helen Burnham 
following the death of Graeme Burnham (27/2).

We would invite anyone who wishes to receive assistance of 
any kind, or to be included in the Prayer Group (as prayed for or 
as a pray-er) please contact Yoo Mi Park, Leanne Salau, Dani 
Chamberlain, Gwen Arnold or Glenice Cook.

Jane Allardice

https://www.msmelbournecycle.org.au
https://www.msmelbournecycle.org.au/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.team&teamID=6591
https://www.msmelbournecycle.org.au/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.teamParticipants&teamID=6591
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> Regular Events
BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.  Our next ride is the MS 
Cycle on 22nd March.  See Community News, p.  

For more information contact Graham Lawrence, 0408 617 416.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email  sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the fourth Sunday of the month.  
Everyone is welcome and you can come every month or just as 
you are available. If you are interested, or just want to know a 
little more, please contact Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
The Mulling Group (for 25-35ish aged people) meets (usually) on 
the first Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm.  We share a meal and 
conversation.  Contact Amelia Ware, 0428 143 800, for more 
information.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. 
• Meditation - Tuesday
• Writing Workshop - Tuesday
• Community Kitchen & Art programs - Wednesday 
• SROC (drama group) - Thursday
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 25th March 2020 
Youth Hall, Brunswick UC.  

Fighting Hislam: Women, Faith and Sexism by Susan Carland
The Muslim community that is 
portrayed to the West is a misogynist’s 
playground; within the Muslim 
community, feminism is often regarded 
with hostility. Yet between those two 
views there is a diverse bunch of Muslim 
women who fight sexism from within, 
as committed to the fight as they are to 
their faith. Hemmed in by Islamophobia 
and sexism, they fight against sexism 
with their minds, words and bodies. 
Often, their biggest weapon is their religion. Susan Carland talks 
with Muslim women about how they are making a stand for 
their sex, while holding fast to their faith.
Speak to Faye or Christine if you would like more information 
about book club.   Faye: 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com 
or Christine: 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group 
Out and About is a monthly social group for older, active women 
and men.  We visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or 
coffee.  New members always welcome.  Notice of activities 
will be emailed and placed in the Olive Press.   Contact Helen 
Rowe for further information. Ph. 0423 009 813 or email helen.
rowe@rocketmail.com

Saturday Coffee
Join us at 2:30 pm on the first Saturday each month at a local 
café.  Very informal and all women are most welcome.   
Contact Leanne Salau, 9386 1484

Olive Pesto
At Olive Pesto we ‘Make, Learn, Laugh, Share’.  Come along to 
the Youth Hall on the second Saturday of the month,  
10am-noon. Contact Linda Wannan, 0405 470 568.

Food Co-op
Saturday 21st March, 10 am - 12 noon in the Olive Way.   
Reduce plastic packaging going to landfill.  We buy in bulk (60 
dry food products and cleaning liquids) and you bring your re-
usable containers to fill with the quantity you want. Reasonable 
prices.  Members share in the running of the Co-op each month 
and pay a small annual Membership fee.   Further information 
from Helen Rowe 0423 009 813. 
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> Reports
Church Council
Leaders’ Retreat 2020

Our newly appointed Church Council meet with other Leaders of 
our congregation and extended community on 1 February 2020.

Is goal setting and review a spiritual exercise?

I believe it is.  

It takes discipline and humility to review the goals that you set 
yourself over a period and to then set amended or new or further 
goals.  BUC wants to remain true to our mission:  We take this 
seriously and faithfully. 

True to this mission and with the sense it took effort, BUC 
leaders spent much time on this ‘spiritual exercise’.  

Council would like to recommend and remind committees of the 
benefit of this type of review. 

Celebrating being a member of a group or committee

One of the highlights of this session was acknowledging and 
celebrating the positives of being involved in one or more of the 
various  groups  or committees.  We listened and heard how:
• There is a closer social connection and opportunity to get to 

know people better when involved in a group   
• Many groups share a theological story, witness or prayer 

each month which is enriching to all those who attend
• There is the social aspect – breaking bread and sharing 

wine, tea or coffee together (not to mention Alastair’s ice 
cream)

• The joy of connecting with people of a like mind
• Being able to have conversations about spirituality, politics, 

climate change without fear
• Following one of your passions, be it music, singing, craft or 

social justice issues.

These are the ‘add-ons’ while being involved in a group that is 
doing great work at BUC. 

Diversity

Another worthwhile session was designed to encourage more 
diversity within our community.  First step…. Let’s look at who 
we currently are and where we may be open to improve.
Here are some of the phrases that I would like to share with you:
• Privilege and discrimination can be implicit, unconscious, 

systemic
• be intentional and open to the spirit
• voices heard, heeded, not ignored
• ask and listen  
• how do we ‘un-do Church’ ie relax our assumptions and 

preferences

Ian’s thoughts

On Sunday 2 February Church Councillors met again and Ian lead 
us in a theological reflection reminding us that:

• ALL gifts are spiritual

• They should model the service ministry of Christ
• Not to show power over others
• No hierarchy 
• Incarnation of mission 

Co-chairs of Church Council

We also spent a time of discernment and agreed, by consensus, 
to have two co-chairs this year:  James Balsillie and Helen Rowe

Councillors welcome them both into this important role. 

Role allocations / portfolios for each CC member for 2020

Each member of Council has now taken up their various 
roles with the Council which includes liaising with the 
various committees and groups that make up our wonderful 
congregation.
Co-chairs  James Balsillie and Helen Rowe
Secretary  Claire Foley
Treasurer/Finance   Shawn Whelan
Worship   Amelia, Ian, Dave
Pastoral Care oversight Ian, Gwen  
  Hospitality                                                   
  Compassion  Gwen
  Community  Karlien
JAM   Gwen
Olive Way  Pete, Gwen
Climate Action  Max, Shawn, Jess, Gwen, Dave
Food co-op  Helen
FUNdraising  Jess
CYYA   Dave, Joel (Claire to transition out) 
Student House  James, Dave 
Communication  Shawn 
Property   Maxine
D&E    Helen, Ian
Merri Project  Shawn, Amelia 
Gifts & Graces  Helen, Ian
First Nations Solidarity Group  Claire, Dave Shawn   
Diversity   Gwen, Claire
Safe Church  Helen
BUC Arts  Ian, Gwen

In Ian’s absence we have welcomed Valentina Satvedi Leydon 
as our Supply Minister Worship & Teaching  and Yoo Mi Park as 
Supply Minister for Pastoral Care. 

And I remind us all that: 
• I would like to personally acknowledge the privilege it is to 

be a member of BUC Church Council.  
• It is a great blessing to be able to be involved in the 

workings of a Church congregation and extended 
community.  
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• Not all churches operate within this type of framework.  Not all churches are willing to share the power.
• I love the way BUC seeks to hold true to our mission and our goals.  Church Council strives to reflect on our goals as an on-

going process – holding true to our call. 
        Claire Foley, Secretary, Church Council 2020, 23 February 2020, foleyclairep@icloud.com

Greetings from your new Church Council Co-Chairs

As reported by our new Council Secretary Claire Foley, the Church Council discerned that James Balsillie and Helen Rowe will be our 
2020 Co-Chairs of Church Council.  As Co-Chairs we will share equally in the role and to support this intention, where there is a need 
for members of the congregation or committees to contact the Chair, please contact both James and Helen. This can be done by 
copying us both into your email message or by contacting us both by phone or SMS. Thank you, James and Helen

James, james.a.balsillie@gmail.com, 0419 612 569 
Helen, helen.rowe@rocketmail.com, 0423 009 813

Property Committee

• Working Bee was held on Sunday 16th February with 
the following items completed, a big thanks to all who 
participated, there was a real buzz about the place:

• Property Committee Annual Report was prepared and 
submitted 

• Property Committee Planned budget was prepared and 
submitted.

• Student House was steam cleaned.
• A draft project plan has been prepared for the Climate 

Action requirements for the church’s properties to be 
carbon neutral and then positive.

• Agreed to a 3 month trial of the ASWC taking over the 
management of the compost bins.

• Sheds had an undercoat applied (two top coats to go),
• Graffiti cleaned off the glass sign on Sydney Road,
• Weeding, Pruning of the hedge and trees,
• Mulch, collection and spreading,
• Removal of the green waste,
• Support for the tree in the pot outside the west en-

trance to the Olive Way,
• Windows were cleaned,
• Vacuum cleaners had their change over filters installed 

and dirty ones washed.
• Cleaned out the drain in the driveway.
• Test holes have been drilled into a bollard to see if it 

reduces the condensation.

• Attempting to register the defibrillator on the Ambulance 
web site.  Awaiting validation from Ambulance Vic.

• Engaging Synod to be part of their trial of services to ensure 
that Essential Service Measures (ESMs) are undertaken 
annually and that outstanding items are addressed.  We 
are currently on their short list.  This will include addressing 
the emergency lighting in the church that has failed the 
run-down test.

• Addressing items raised on the Routine Inspection - 1/278-
280 Brunswick Road, Brunswick, Jan ‘20

• Laurie to investigate the requirements to repair, 1) stone 
capping on west wall, 2) lintel over west door entrance in 
the welcome space and 3) key stone repairs/replacement in 
a window in the chapel space.

• Hatch above the east doorway between the church and the 
Olive Way to be finalised.  Latches have been purchased, to 
be installed.

• Student House painting quotes being obtained

• Replace the faulty water tank pump in the south water tank.
• Finalise the repairs of the damage after the break-in, 

modifications to the hall door lock which isn’t working.
• Oversight the installation of a 3-phase power outlet for the 

Orange Sky mobile laundry service.
• Review the Synod’s OH&S document and prepare a plan to 

align to their requirements.  This includes the preparation 
of an annual Emergency Services Measures report.  We are 
trying to participate in the Synod pilot for this activity.

• Organise to have property maintenance reports prepared as 
preparation of the immediate and longer-term maintenance 
of the church’s properties.

• Attend to the damaged church laptop that is used for the 
slide presentation on a Sunday morning.

• Attend to the damaged sound system which is currently 
has a number of issues, buzzing in the fold back, mixer 
controllers not operating correctly, wiring causing noises, 
etc.

The following activities are being attended to over the coming months:

The following activities have been undertaken/completed over the past month:

Ray Cameron

mailto:foleyclairep%40icloud.com?subject=
mailto:james.a.balsillie%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com%20?subject=
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Worship Committee
We enjoyed two meetings in February.  

The first on 6th February was our Lent Planning meeting 
held over a delicious dinner of pastries and falafel from A1 
Bakery followed later by a gluten free chocolate mud cake.  Ian 
hosted the meeting and invited us to reflect on and respond to 
three questions:

1. What is Lent, What are we on about?  We commented 
on the opportunity to offer a different way to approach 
worship, providing a reflective space, a time for focussing 
on the story of Jesus.  We also talked about the significance 
of the 40 days of Lent and the link to Jesus’ 40 days in the 
wilderness, Israel’s 40 years in the wilderness, Noah’s 40 
days in the Ark.

2. What does the lectionary offer?  We noticed strong 
links between the big narratives offered by the Gospel and 
the key stories told in the Old Testament readings.  We are 
looking forward to discerning what these links have to tell 
us about discipleship now in our time.

3. What is on our hearts?  We acknowledged the heaviness 
in our hearts amidst the destructive and loss arising from 
the still burning bush fires.  Wondered about the place of 
truth in our world and the need to hold firm to speaking, 
living and honouring truth.  We talked about the many 
injustices in our world and the upcoming disruption to the 
normal rhythm of our community in Ian’s time of supply 
ministry.

Bringing all this together we agreed that we wanted to offer 
worship services that were quieter, simpler and with more 
opportunities for personal and communal reflection.  We noticed 
that many questions are asked through the gospels and that 
there is a groundedness in each of the Old Testament readings.  
The overarching question we will offer is ‘What is the truth 
Jesus is calling us to?’  

Our second meeting on 20th February was our regular third 
Thursday of the month meeting.  We made the epic journey to 
West Footscray, hosted by Dave Hall.  For our opening worship 
Dave read the Transfiguration story from Matthew.  We shared 
what we had noticed in the reading and talked about mountain 
top experiences both then and at the conclusion of the meeting.

We then enjoyed a mammoth reflecting on previous worship 
services experience and noted:

• our thanks to Valentina for preaching and presiding on 5th 
January amidst the challenges of her role as a chaplain 
with the Victorian Council of Churches offering pastoral care 
to bush fire victims 

• the lovely coincidence of having Harry & Bruce Heathcote, 
the first children to be baptised in our font, at worship on 
Baptism of Jesus Sunday, 12th January, when Saide was 
talking with the children about baptism around the font

• our thanks to Geoff Thompson for his sermon on baptism 
and the connections made between Jesus’ baptism and 
ours

• our thanks to Graeme Garrett for his Epiphany Witness 
sermon on 19th January in which he shared his grief 
arising from the devastation of bush fires, posed hard 
questions and then unpacked how we might respond

• that having returned from leave Ian effectively shaped 
our worship on 26th January using the Day of Mourning 
resources provided by the the UCA Assembly and Aboriginal 
and Islander Christian Congress

• that we love the brightly coloured fish used for the 
children’s talk about Jesus’ call to the fisher folk to ‘follow 
me’; the fish came with the South West Brunswick 
congregation and delight us every time they appear

• the amazing timing of the Gospel reading in relation to Ian’s 
call to supply ministry

• the opportunity on 2nd February to once again think 
differently about a very familiar reading (The Beatitudes) as 
Ian introduced Tony Makarios from Philip Pullman’s ‘His Dark 
Materials’ to explore what it means to be blessed

• how beautifully everything was woven together in the 
liturgy for 9th February, a service which included the 
commissioning of our Elders, the confirmations of Michael 
Cameron and Bella Taranto and the sending out of Ian to his 
supply ministry by Presbytery Minister, Rev Linley Liersch

• the absolute joy of Fiona Bottcher’s ordination to the 
Ministry of Deacon

• our welcome to Valentina Satvedi Leydon to her first Sunday 
of Supply Ministry on 16th February

We also noted

• our thanks to Natalie for extensive tidying of the Liturgy 
library in the Tower Room

• the thank you cards offered to Olive Pesto, Elaine Potter 
and Amelia Ware for their contributions to Advent and 
Christmas worship

• the planning for Transfiguration Sunday, 23rd February 
which was to include the blessings of the reshaped Ministry 
Team, the Sunday Morning Program and Student House 
Program

We revisited our plans for worship during Lent affirming the 
core question as noted earlier in this report.  We also discussed 
how we might use our worship spaces during the season.  We 
are looking forward to all this season has to offer along with 
the connections being made with the Discipleship & Education 
program and the Nourish program for primary school children.

Our first meeting to plan Holy Week worship will be held on 
Tuesday 10th March, 6:30pm.  Please join us for dinner and 
discussion.  Everyone is welcome.
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2nd February, Epiphany 4, Matthew 5:1-12; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Dave welcomed 
the children back after their first week of school and then noted that Jesus was coming 
to visit.  They went up the mountain with Jesus (Charlotte) where he (she) played a game 
called ‘Blessed are’.  They looked at pictures on the slides to work out which one in each 
set was blessed.  They discovered that everything was upside down.  Together we sang 
our gospel reading, responding ‘Amen, Amen, it shall be so’.  

In his sermon ‘Blessed are’ Ian invited us to reflect on the wisdom of Christ expressed 
in the beatitudes.  He began by introducing us to Tony Makarios from Philip Pullman’s 
series ‘His Dark Materials’, sharing his short and tragic story and the paradoxical meaning of his name.  He went on to share the 
change in meaning over time of the word, commenting that ‘Jesus gives us a complete reversal of the original meaning of the word 
Makarios’.  Ian said that God’s values, the priorities of sovereign diving reign of Heaven on earth are subversive, the opposite of our 
world.  Talking then about the common use of blessedness today Ian wondered ‘Perhaps the good things in my life are not blessings 
in themselves but things that enable me to engage with the blessings of the divine reign, to strive to be a merciful peacemaker who 
meets God in the poor, grieving, oppressed and persecuted parts of myself and of my world.’ Ian concluded praying ‘Jesus may your 
kingdom come and your will be done on earth as in heaven.  And until it is may the blessing of your merciful peacemaking world 
transforming love be known in and through our living.  Amen

9th February, Epiphany 5, Matthew 28:16-20; Matthew 5:11-16 Our worship on this day was shaped by commissionings and 
blessings, see Big Day 1, p7&8.  Ian and Dave invited the children to come and taste a mysterious white substance - salt of course.  
Commenting on the gospel reading they reminded the children that Jesus calls us to be salt of the earth.  The commissioning of the 
elders took place followed by the confirmation of Matthew Cameron and Bella Taranto.

In his sermon (his final one before being sent and blessed to his supply ministry) Salt and 
Light Ian invited us to reflect on the question ‘How does the Sermon on the Mount apply 
to us?’  He began by reminding us of the issues that we take a strong stance on including 
refugee justice, solidarity with LGBQTIA+ people and climate justice asking each time 
Why? asking is ‘Is this us being salt and light as Jesus teaches in the sermon on the mount.’  
Ian invited us to then to the Sermon on the Mount Monty Python style.  And having been 
there he commented that in Matthew’s gospel Jesus has gone away from the crowd to 
teach his disciples ‘for the sake of the world’.  He went on to speak of the difficulties posed by the Sermon and the various ways that 
theologians have taught ways to avoid it.  Ian affirmed that this sermon is hard ... But the sermon on mount describes the kind of life 
that will give spice to the world, making it a delicious place to live, a place in which all creatures might thrive and at which God might 
rejoice.  He reminded us that Jesus was crucified proposing it.  Concluding he said ‘Thank you Michael and Bella and our Elders and 
God bless you all for demonstrating commitment to God’s way for us today. ... Jesus help us all to be salt of the earth and light of the 
world.  Amen.’

16th February, Epiphany 6, Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Matthew 5:21-37  Amelia and Valentina invited the children to come and 
gather on the big red heart representing God’s love.  
They talked about what it means to love someone 
making reference to the story of St. Valentine, who 
through love reached out to help the poor.  Amelia 
recalled the circle dance we learnt for Janet and 
Valentina in 2019 and invited the children to dance 
with them to the song ‘Christ before me.

In her sermon ‘Just do it’ began by speaking about 
making choices and the consequences of doing 
so.  She commented on the two choices offered by Moses, to choose life or to choose death.  
Continuing the series of reflections on Jesus’ sermon on the mount she noted that this section 
is not easy to hear as Jesus recalls the commandments given to Moses.  She spoke of recent 
experiences of feeling angry and finding peace.  Valentina noted ‘The Sermon on the Mount is 
about how we live together in right relationship, as God’s people. People who live in ways that are 
life giving.  Jesus tells us what it means to be people who choose life for the world.’  She spoke of 
the choices that we make that are not life giving and about the heartbreaking statistics that tell 
the story of indigenous communities in our land and asked ‘Is this life giving?’.  She went on to speak of the welcome that we seek 
to offer at BUC and the challenges experienced in this welcome.  Valentina concluded We are to remind ourselves that what is set 
before us in our texts for today is not a checklist of moral behavior.  It is a list which if we choose to follow, we will see life around us 
nourished and flourishing. ... Today and everyday set before us is a choice- life and prosperity or death and adversity. 

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-2-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/blessed-are/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-9-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/salt-of-the-earth-light-of-the-world/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/salt-of-the-earth-light-of-the-world/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-16-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/just-do-it/
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

March 1 Dave Hall
Holy Communion, Lent 1

March 29 Valentina Satvedi
Lent 5, Welcoming Ceremony

April 12 Valentina Satvedi
Easter Day, Holy Communion

March 8 Valentina Satvedi 
Lent 2

April 5 Valentina Satvedi
Holy Communion, Palm Sunday

April 19 Peter Blair
Easter 2

March 15 Valentina Satvedi
Lent 3

April 9 Valentina Satvedi, 7:30pm 
Maundy Thursday

April 26 Valentina Satvedi 
Easter 3

March 22 Peter Blair
Lent 4

April 10 Valentina Satvedi, 9:30am
Good Friday

May 3 Valentina Satvedi
Holy Communion

Lent
A season of preparation and discipline that begins with Ash Wednesday and concludes at sundown 
on Holy Saturday.  During the forty weekdays and six Sundays in Lent, the Church remembers the 
life and ministry of Jesus and renews its commitment to him in Christian discipleship. 

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
26/2 Ash Wednesday Jl 2:1-2, 12-17   Ps 51:1-7   2 Cor 5:20b-6:10  Mt 6:1-6,16-21  P
    or Is 58:1-12             
1/3 Lent 1 Gn 2:15-17, 3:1-7  Ps 32   Rom 5:12-19  Mt 4:1-11  P
8/3 Lent 2 Gn 12:1-4a  Ps 121   Rom 4:1-5, 13-17  Jn 3:1-17   P
15/3 Lent 3 Ex 17:1-7   Ps 95   Rom 5:1-11  Jn 4:5-42   P
22/3 Lent 4 1 Sm 16:1-13   Ps 23    Eph 5:8-14   Jn 9:1-41   P
25/3 Annunciation  Is 7:10-14   Ps 45 or 40:5-10  Heb 10:4-10  Lk 1:26-38  W
29/3 Lent 5 Ez 37:1-14  Ps 130    Rom 8:6-11  Jn 11:1-45   P
5/4 Palm Sunday  Mt 21:1-11  Ps 118:1-2,19-29        P
9/4 Maundy Thursday Ex 12:1-4, (5-10)11-14 Ps 116:1-2,12-19  1 Cor 11:23-26  Jn 13:1-17, 31b-35  P
10/4 Good Friday  Is 52:13-53:12   Ps 22   Heb 10:16-25  Jn 18:1-19:42  W
        or Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9       

Easter - The great fifty days of Easter includes eight Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil 
and concluding on the Day of Pentecost.  The season celebrates the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
12/4 Easter Day  Acts 10:34-43  Ps 118:1-2,14-24  Col 3:1-4   Jn 20:1-18  W
  or Jer 31:1-6     or Acts 10:34-43  or Mt 28:1-10     
19/4 Easter 2  Acts 2:14a,22-32  Ps16   1 Pt1:3-9   Jn 20:19-31  W
26/4 Easter 3   Acts 2:14a, 22-32   Ps 16    1 Pt 1:3-9   Jn 20:19-31   W

23rd February, Transfiguration, Matthew 17:1-9; 2 Peter 1:16-21 Transfiguration 
Sunday was BIG DAY 2, another day of blessings, see p 11&12.  Valentina and Dave invited 
the children to come and talk about the Transfiguration and wondered what it was.  They 
commented that God transfigures Jesus and Jesus invites to shine God’s light in the world.  

Valentina’s sermon ‘God with us in the ordinary (not just the spectacular)‘ took us first to 
a mountain marvelling with her mother and then to the high mountain with Jesus, Peter, 
James and John.  She commented on our need to capture and hold onto special moments, 
just like Peter wanted to.  She reminded us of the sermon on the mount, another mountain top experience, where we were called to 
listen, ... to be salt and light, the ultimate way of discipleship’.  Valentina concluded ‘We are officially still in the season of Epiphany, 
of recognizing God with us. We are about to move into the season of Lent. The transfiguration text is our transition text and reminds 
us, we are called to be disciples in the ordinary and the mundane and that in our ordinary day and week - God is right here. God with 
us. ... As we walk towards Lent, I invite you to notice the presence of God. I invite you to remember that it is not just in the mountains 
where we meet God, but God meets us where we are.

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-23-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/god-with-us-in-the-ordinary-not-just-the-spectacular/


March Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Lent 1, March 1 
9:30 – Dave Hall            HC 
Valentina Satvedi presiding        
12:00 – SRS Party 

 
 

 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 
 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 
7:30 –Church Council 

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
10:30 – Freedom through  

Movement 
 
 
 

 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

Lent 2 8 
9:30 – Valentina Satvedi 
11:00 – Supply Ministry ST 
11:00 – Climate Action G’p 
11:30 – Lenten Medit’n 
11:45 – Mechanics of the Eye 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 10 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 11 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
 
 
 

 12 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 13 
 

 
 
 
  

 14 
 
10:00 – Olive Pesto 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent 3 15 
9:30 – Valentina Satvedi 
11:30 – Lenten Medit’n 
11:45 – Mechanics of the Eye 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 17 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 18 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 19 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
10:30 – Freedom through  

Movement 
 
 
6:30 – JAM C’tee 

 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 21 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
2:00 – YUCY  
 

Lent 4 22 
7:30 – MS Cycle 
9:30 – Peter Blair 
11:30 – Lenten Medit’n 
11:45 – Mechanics of the Eye 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church  

 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 24 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 25 
 
10:00 - Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
6:00 – Nourish  
7:30 – Book Group 

 26 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Talk Faith 

 27 
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent 5 29 
9:30 – Valentina Satvedi 

Welcoming Ceremony 
12:00 – Welcome lunches 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 31 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

April 1 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
6:00 – Nourish  
 

 2 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
10:30 – Freedom through  

Movement 
 
 
 

 3 
  

 4 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
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