
Precautions for COVID19 at Brunswick Uniting Church 
Church Council has formed a Response Task Group to co-ordinate how we as a church 
community respond to the impact of the COVID19 virus on the many ways we gather. 
 
The situation is changing daily. The government is setting rules to minimise the spread of the 
virus and ensure health services can focus on helping those most in need.  

Gathering in community 
Sunday 

• Until we receive further advice, Worship services and Sunday Morning Programs for 
children and young people at Brunswick Uniting Church will continue. 

• The Sunday after-sermon discussion group on 22nd March will be offered. 
• The final session of Mechanics of the Eye will also be offered on 22nd March 
• Morning Tea will continue to be offered with the changed approach to serving 

During the week 
Leaders of other activities are working with the Task Group to decide how best to offer their 
programs safely for all participants and volunteers. 

• Olive Way drop-in centre will continue with personal hygiene practices in place. 
• Olive Pesto Craft Group is taking a break and will stay in contact with regular 

participants. 
• Olive Arts is considering various options including a pastoral care response. 
• Food Co-op will hold a limited distribution day in March offering spaced appointments for 

current Members. Stock limited to usual purchasing patterns of members. 
• Talk Faith will be offered on 26th March. 
• Table Church will not be offered in March. 
• Saturday Coffee and the Out and About Group will take a break. 
• The Welcoming Lunches scheduled for 29th March will be postponed. 

Holy Week 
• We are waiting for notification about whether or not the Palm Sunday Ecumenical service 

will be going ahead. 
• The worship committee is discussing how or if we will offer footwashing on Maundy 

Thursday. 
• The Good Friday Hot Cross Buns & Soup lunch has been cancelled. 

 

We will apply the basic precautions from the Victorian Department of Health 
and Human Services to limit the spread of infection 
How can you help? 

• Wash your hands often with soap and running water, for at least 20 seconds. 
• Dry with paper towel or hand dryer. 
• Try not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth. 
• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze, then put the tissue 

in a bin. If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow. 
• Stay at home if you feel sick.  
• If you take medication, make sure you have enough. 
• Don’t wear a face mask if you are well. 
• Buy an alcohol-based hand sanitiser with over 60 per cent alcohol. 



• Phone your doctor or the hotline – 1800 675 398 – if you need medical attention. They 
will tell you what to do. 

• Stay informed. Read the information posters placed in all rooms at the church. 
• Try to remember to use your arm or elbow to push doors open rather than touching door 

handles with your hands. 
• Please avoid shaking hands, hugging or kissing when greeting people, including 

at the beginning and end of services. 
• Instead of shaking hands you can smile and greet the person, or you could put 

your hands together in a ‘praying hands’ position as you greet them. 
• We suggest you stand or sit at least one metre apart from others not from your 

household if possible. 
 

Some changes at Brunswick Uniting 
• Hand sanitiser (while we can source it) will be made available in the gathering space for 

use on arrival and as needed. 
• If you have your own hand sanitiser or antiseptic wipes, please bring with you for your 

own use. 
• We will wipe surfaces at church that are touched by many people. 
• Communion will be served in a way that restricts the number of people handling the 

elements. 
• The offering bowls will not be passed along the rows.  Other approaches will be offered 

and explained each Sunday. 
• Morning tea will continue to be provided however you will be asked to collect a plate and 

be served by servers using tongs. 
 

Pastoral care and Practical help: 
• We want to emphasise that if you are feeling unwell, or simply uncomfortable about 

attending church activities while we are in this pandemic, you are stronly encouraged to 
stay home, even if you are rostered on for duties. In most cases, someone will be able to 
step in for you – just call Saide, 0407 096 743 or email saide.cameron@bigpond.com to 
let us know that you are okay and you need to replaced. 

• Please let us know if you are unwell or if you have chosen to self-isolate or have been 
told to self-isolate – information is treated confidentially. We will support you as best we 
can!  

 

Contacts:   
For support for yourself or someone else  
Gwen Arnold:  Mobile: 0413 047 938; Email: gwenarnold@hotmail.com 
For questions, comments or suggestions about what BUC is doing to respond to the situation 
Helen Rowe:  Mobile: 0423 009 813; email: helen.rowe@rocketmail.com 
 
If you are in isolation for some time, you can keep in touch with BUC via our website:  
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au and social media:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/122662799375/  
 
  



Prayer 
We offer you this prayer from UCA President Dierdre Palmer: 
Gracious and loving God, 
Give wisdom and strength to all those in our community and around the world,  
who are responding to the coronavirus  
– health professionals, government officials, aged care providers, school leaders. 
May those who mourn the loss of loved ones to the virus, be comforted. 
May those in our community who are feeling anxious, find peace and reassurance. 
May our congregations, and faith communities be places of compassion,  
attentive to those who are impacted by the coronavirus. 
May we be communities of empathy, love and care, in all we face. 
Through Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

Grace and Peace to you all, 
 


