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October 2019 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation
Job and the Season of Creation
During our worship for the season of creation  (22/9-20/10) we are hearing a sequence of readings from the book of Job.  This book 
asks the great question of faith: if God is good, why do we suffer? The answer comes through absence and questions. 

Absence

The story of Job is told in 42 chapters. God is there in chapters 1 and 2 in a very challenging way, setting up a test for Job in 
competition with Satan. But then God is absent for the next 35 chapters during which Job grapples with terrible suffering, the loss of 
his family, his wealth and health. His friends say, “You must have done something terribly wrong for God to punish you like this.” But 
Job says, “No, I am innocent. God has made a terrible mistake. I need to explain this to God so God can put things right.” 

Job and his friends think God is a righteous judge who rewards the worthy and punishes the ungodly. But as Job suffers terribly in 
his goodness and innocence, that God is nowhere to be seen. Job cries out for justice, but hears only silence. Job has lost God and 
that absence tears at the heart of his suffering.  

During the Season of Creation we liken that absence to the one brought about by species extinction.  Since God speaks creation into 
being, the death of God’s creatures silences the voice of God. 

Job wants answers but all he gets is silence, absence and emptiness – a terrible absence, like an extinction – the extinction of God. 

Job has lost God. And perhaps we need to lose God too. Perhaps we need to lose the God we think we know in order to find the 
God who is beyond our knowing – the creator who gives life to the world.

For Christians, God is lost once and for all on the cross at Golgotha. There Christ cries out, “My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me?!” and his cry echoes in the voice of every creature brought to the edge extinction – a cry, then silence.

But that is not the end of the Christian story. There is a rising. A return. A reframing of life and hope. Jesus leaves his tomb empty, 
an absence that points to a new presence. Similarly, in the book of Job, God returns out of the absence – a whistling whirling wind 
begins to blow, and Job hears God’s voice. 

Questions

It is God’s speech from the whirlwind in Job 38-40 that we will be listening to through the Season of Creation. Job is looking for 
divine errors to be corrected, he’s looking for answers. But instead he hears a barrage of questions: “Who are you to question me? 
Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Can you do what I do?”

God is saying, “Change your perspective Job. Reframe your view of life in the world – it is not just about you. Change yourself – 
change the way you see, the way you act, the way you live, the way you believe, the way you have faith. You want answers? – well 
you answer me.”

God’s response to Job’s questions and demands, our questions and demands, is more questions and demands – demands made 
on us – can we live with that? Can we live with a God whose very presence is a question asked of our lives, a call, a demand on our 
lives? Can we live with a God whose response to the question of suffering is to suffer, whose response to death is to die? 

Christ’s life is a question – a question that rises from the tomb leaving a dark absence – a questions that calls us to join him in new 
creation. God’s being is a question, speaking from the whirlwind out of silent absence, calling for action and transformation. Can we 
live with that? Can we live in the questions and make our lives the answer?

Ian Ferguson
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Season of Creation

Leading into the biennial BUC 
Arts exhibition ‘Let the earth 
speak’ we will offer a Seasons 
of Creation series during 
worship commencing on 22nd 
September and continuing through until 20th October.

On 29th September worship will be shaped by the works 
offered for the exhibition.  See JAM News, p9, for more 
information.

Blessing of the Bikes

Ride (or walk) to worship if you can 
on 20th October for our annual 
Blessing of the Bikes.  We gather 
out on the steps after worship to 
have our non-motorised wheeled transport blessed. This is one 
small way of showing our care and respect for the environment. 

Ian on leave

Ian will be on leave from 27th October to 5th November.  

27th October - We will welcome Kirsten Parris, member of 
our congregation and ecologist with a passion for frogs, as our 
preacher.

3rd November - We will welcome Fiona Bottcher, member of 
our congregation and exit candidate for the Ministry of Deacon 
as our preacher.  Fiona was recently approved for ordination by 
the Presbytery.  Janet Reus-Smit, member of our congregation 
and retired minister, will preside over Holy Communion.

Reign of Christ

The liturgical year concludes on 24th November as we pay 
attention to the reign of Christ in our lives and our call to follow 
him in renewing the world with love.

Advent

The four Sundays of the season of Advent begins on 1st 
December.  An invitation to join in the planning for this season 
will be offered later in October.  

> Worship Calendar

Keeping Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has concerns about 
the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child sexual abuse, or 
the welfare of vulnerable adults, you may report this in confidence so that 
support can be provided. You may speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about 
your concern. Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact Person appointed by 
Church Council.  Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up 
any concerns raised. Please contact Helen in person or by telephone at 
0423 009 813

> Culture of Safety
Seeking Qualified First-Aiders
There will be occasions in any of our BUC activities or 
programs when a First Aid person might be required 
to provide assistance.   Do you have a current First 
Aid, CPR or AED certificate?    Would you be willing 
to respond if the need arose?  We will need a copy of 
your current certificate.  Please contact Helen Rowe 
on 0423 009 813 to indicate your willingness to assist 
in this way and for further information.

> Happy Birthday
Gwen Arnold, Alan Austin, Peter Blair, Frances Boreham-Delaney, Anna Calder, Benjamin 
Clough, Steph Gesling, Lucas Kramer, Mick McCarthy, Richard Moore, Cecilia Otarola, Mal 
Rowe, Leanne Salau, Holly Slattery. Maggie Somerville, Joel Townsend

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/let-the-earth-speak/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/let-the-earth-speak/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/blessing-the-bikes-2/
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Analysis

Step 1.  The Hail Mary prayer

So repeating one prayer, ten times? What are the words?  The 
Hail Mary prayer’s first stanza is: 

Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed are you 
among women and blessed in the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  

These words are from Luke’s gospel chapter 1 verses 28 and 42.  
Firstly when the angel Gabriel visited Mary. 

“And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art 
highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among 
women.”

… and then from when Mary visited Elizabeth, her cousin.  
Elizabeth spoke these words (Verse 42). 

‘And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.” 

Both these readings are from the King James’ Version bible. 

The Hail Mary prayer’s second and final stanza is:  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, prayer for us sinners now, and at the 
hour of our death. Amen.

As I said, I am not going to study the theology here but as I 
grew up I understood the concept that Mary was one of the 
communion of saints;  Wikipedia says the communion of saints, 
when referred to persons, is the spiritual union of the members 
of the Christian Church, living and dead.  

That is, although no longer in this world, still part of a living faith;  
still vested in what happens to those of us still living.   So when 
praying the Hail Mary we are not praying to Mary;  We are, or I 
am, asking Mary to pray with me for my needs.

Step 2.  Using the Rosary as a meditation

You can repeat a prayer, many times, so that it needs no 
thinking, it is just a repetition going round and round; like a 
mantra.  You can use this form of prayer or mantra to block out 
all of the interruptions that may prevent you from focusing on 
prayer.  

So… now you have your ‘mantra’;  you can focus on God in 
some form.

You may choose to focus on the ‘mysteries’ of God and Jesus 
that are set out in the rosary formula.  

There are three themed mysteries; five stories in each.

The Joyful Mysteries:

1. The Annunciation to Mary by the Angel Gabriel

2. The Visitation of Mary to her cousin, Elizabeth

3. The Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ

4. The Presentation of the Child Jesus in the Temple

5. The Finding of Our Lord in the Temple when he was 12 years 
old.

Simple birth stories of Jesus.

The Sorrowful Mysteries: 

1. The Agony of Christ in the Garden

2. The Scourging at the Pillar

3. The Crowning with Thorns

4. The Carrying of the Cross

5. The Crucifixion and Death of Our Lord on the Cross.

The story of Good Friday. 

Glorious Mysteries:  

1. The Resurrection of Our Lord

2. The Ascension of Our Lord

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles

4. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven

5. The Coronation of Our Lady as Queen of Heaven and Earth

 (I am acknowledging the lack of biblical authenticity here.)  

Typically, you would say either one of these sets of mysteries 
when saying the Rosary. Find twenty minutes, sit quietly, say 
one of the mysteries of the rosary; block out the world, focus on 
an aspect of Jesus’ life.

> Sharing our Faith

At the beginning of Council meetings one of the Elders offers an opening worship.  In September Claire Foley offered this reflection.

The Catholic Rosary – A personal reflection

This time of reflection is in the interests of broadening our minds 
to other forms of prayer or worship.  It is about my personal 
thoughts and experience of praying the Rosary within a Catholic 
tradition.

It is not intended to be a theological lesson.  You may find that 
you can draw on some shared experiences of other forms of 
prayer.

The Rosary can mean many things to many Catholics:

As a child, when I would climb into bed next to my mum saying, 
‘I can’t sleep.’ her response never varied:  ‘Go back to bed and 
say a decade of the rosary’. 

A decade of the rosary?  Google tells me that the rosary is 
a form of devotion in which five decades of Hail Marys are 
repeated (that is saying the Hail Mary 10 times), each decade 
preceded by The Lord’s Prayer and followed by a Glory Be (in 
simple terms the ‘Glory Be’ prayer is a prayer of praise to God as 
Trinity and may be known to many of you).
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Step 3.  Using the Rosary within a group

This can be a very powerful form of prayer. When there is a 
group of people you may say this prayer out loud in a type of 
call and response. One half says the first stanza of each prayer; 
the second half of the group responds with the second half of 
the prayer.  At each new decade you change so that the second 
group of pray-ers becomes the dominate ‘caller’ of the prayer.

In my Western Australian Catholic family there is a strong 
cultural tradition to come together the night before a funeral and 
pray the Rosary in this way; either in the funeral home or in a 
Church.  Try to imagine the sound of 100 people who know this 
type of prayer; each understanding their role, coming together 
at a solemn occasion, deep in their own thoughts and praying 
as in two voices; the call and response of a mantra prayer.   The 
focus, usually, on the ‘Glorious Mysteries – the Resurrection of 
our Lord’ and the hope that our deceased relative will rest in 
peace in a glorious afterlife. 

Step 4. My use of the Rosary over the years

Always a little lazier, I tended to stick with the idea of saying 
the Rosary when I couldn’t sleep.  This is when I began my deep 
love and connection with this form of prayer.  In the years of 
being a mother of teenagers … the long nights waiting for your 
kids to come home.  I would start the rosary and eventually fall 
asleep.  Each time I woke again I would start up where I had left 
off.

Sometimes I would re-start during the same night; sometimes 
the following night or the following week.  Just whenever the 
sleeping wouldn’t come.  I would pick up whichever ‘mystery’ I 
was up to and start again. An example:- ‘the fifth joyful mystery: 
Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the temple’.  What could I take 
from this?  The anxiety that all parents suffer, in one way or 
another and the wonder of reconciliation with one’s lost child.  

And so I would focus on this and pray my Ten Hail Marys and 
obtain peace…. and sleep.

Step 5. Back to my Mother  

And so it came to pass that I was blessed to be able to be 
caring for my Mum for a short time towards the end of her life 
and when she was very sick.  She was at home, determined not 
to go into a nursing home, if possible.  I slept on the sofa bed in 
her bedroom one night as she struggled for breath. 

I prayed the Rosary…. It felt like I prayed it all night.  I focused 
on the last line of that beautiful ‘Hail Mary’ prayer.

Pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.

My Mum passed the next day, at home, as she wished.  A true 
blessing.

…….

And now I have moved on.  I now longer pray the Rosary except 
at funeral services back in the West.  But I believe it helped 
teach me the power of meditative prayer and I continue to 
practice this form of prayer.

I haven’t time or inclination 
to discuss the actual physical 
prayer beads of the Rosary.  
They were not a big part of my 
Rosary journey but here is a 
photo on my beautiful father-
in-law to finish this reflection.  
Sitting quietly…. sleeping?  
Certainly resting peacefully .... 
with his Rosary beads in his 
lap.         

        Claire Foley, September 2019

> Merri Project Update
On 22nd September, a smaller group 20 members of BUC 
gathered to consider our current and future missional goals 
at the 2nd Merri Project Consultation. Again, some brief input 
was followed by longer discussions in small groups, developing 
some of the main themes that emerged from the 1st session in 
August.

1. What is God’s mission for BUC at home? (i.e. within the 
congregation) 

 a. Building relationships, pastoral care, etc.
 b. What nourishes us so we can join in God’s mission?
 c. Discipleship of children, youth and young adults
 d. How do we develop and mentor future leaders &   
     volunteers?

2.    What is God’s mission for BUC in the world?
 a. Building community – hospitality, inclusiveness and   
    the Olive Way

 b. Arts, music & dance
 c. Housing/homelessness/emergency shelter
 d. Building relationships with people seeking asylum /   
    ASWC / Love Makes a Way
 e. Building relationships with First Peoples
 f. Climate emergency, environment, gardens,  
    Food Co-op

Detailed notes from the session will soon be available on the 
Merri Project page of our website, so keep an eye out for them! 

Our next session is currently scheduled for Sunday 10 
November. The Merri Project Steering Group will be meeting in 
early October to review what we’ve heard so far and reconsider 
our next steps, so stay tuned!

Shawn Whelan, for the Merri Project Steering Group  
(Amelia, Kirsty, Linda, Meg & Mikul) 26 September 2019
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> Worship News
Welcoming Ceremony
Twice a year we offer an invitation for people who are new 
or newish to the congregation to participate in a Welcoming 
Ceremony.  This ceremony provides the opportunity for 
participants to share a little of their story and to name Brunswick 
UC as their spiritual home.  Together we make promises 
responding I or We do as appropriate.

To those who are being welcomed: 
“Do you name the Brunswick Uniting Church congregation as 
your community of faith?  
“Do you commit to actively participating within this community 
as the Spirit calls you?”

To the congregation: 
“Do you joyfully receive these people as fellow travellers along 
the way of discipleship? 
“Do you commit to maintaining the life of faith together with 
them as a community of Jesus Christ?”  

On 15th September we joyfully welcomed three people.

Priscilla Manthey has been worshipping with us for some 
time now and has, with the support of the BUC Arts committee, 
offered Collage and Life Drawing (Mechanics of the Eye) 
workshops.  Sharing her story Priscilla said that she is a British 
citizen but has lived in Australia for more than 18 years.  She 
commented ‘I have been fortunate through all my life to be 
professionally engaged in the arts and I hope that I may be able 
to contribute further in the future’. 

Evan Bassani has been in Melbourne for about four months 
with his wife.  They are both musicians and have come to us 
from a church in Adelaide via recommendation from other 
people.  Evan commented ‘It’s fantastic, just like the vibe back 
home.  Thanks for welcoming me.

Joanne van Ravenswaaij has been part of our congregation 
since January 2018 but has missed other opportunities to take 
part in welcoming ceremonies.  Joanne was born in Korea 
but left there at 2 years old and has been in Australia for over 
30 years.  Joanne spoke of her daughter Nina who worships 
with us, her older daughter who is not keen on church and her 
husband Alex who is deeply spiritual but for whom organized 
religion does not resonate.  Joanne said ‘I started coming to 
Brunswick from St. Kilda Baptist during the same sex marriage 
plebiscite where I discovered that my church which in the 90s 
had been very proudly supportive of the whole LGBTQ spectrum 
had somehow without me noticing had drifted towards a more 
conservative theology and it was time to find another tribe.  So 
I was looking for another church that was embracing of multi-
faith, inclusive, strong social justice, intellectual depth but also 
soulfulness and embracing of the arts and heart and showing 
love to people – a great big shopping list.  And I think I found 
it here.  I could be wrong but I feel like I’m home. And I’m very 
thankful to be walking with you.’

After responding to the questions and singing ‘May God’s 
Sheltering Wings’ the children followed on from Children’s Time 
to ‘throw a party’ with streamers and noise makers.  

Christmas Eve Pageant
Right now as this little segment is being written it’s three months till Christmas Day which means that it’s just one day less to one 
of the big events on our church calendar - the Christmas Eve Pageant.  Caitlin Mullen-Beagley, Dave Hall and Ian Ferguson met 
during August to develop a concept for the pageant.  Caitlin is writing the script and will consult further with the worship committee, 
the 3-6 SMP group and the Youth Group.  Once again the theme is very closely aligned to events happening in our community and 
our world viewed through the story of Christ’s nativity.  

Dave Hall, CYYA Pastor, will soon be sending out invitations to families and young people to participate as cast members.  

Producing the pageant is the work of many people.  If you would like 
to support the pageant with set design or costume making, being a 
musician or member of the choir, communication design, providing the 
Christmas Eve rehearsal meal or any other creative support that you can 
think of please contact me by email:  saide.cameron@bigpond.com or by 
phone:  0407 096 743.  

Saide Cameron

mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
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> Pastoral Care News
Hospitality     
Brunswick Uniting Church (BUC) continues to experience a 
steady stream of visitors and newcomers to our Church. The 
Hospitality team enjoys linking the newcomers to activities 
which interest them and to congregation members involved in 
these activities or who are just happy to chat and get to know 
the newcomers. 

If you are new or newish to Brunswick Uniting Church (BUC) 
and would like to find a pathway to belonging or would like more 
information about what goes on at BUC, please make yourself 
known to the pastoral care hospitality team. We would love to 
assist you - Ian Ferguson, Jane Allardice, Ray Cameron, Sheila 
Calwell, Graham Lawrence, Clare Keogh and Michael Rigby. 
           Jane Allardice

Community     
We have gathered as a community in diverse ways this month including the Mulling FUNdraising event on 7th Setpember (see 
JAM News, p8), Nili & Hamid’s wedding on 14th September and the Mental Health Kit Launch on 15th September (see p12).  

The Potluck lunch after worship on 15th September, following the Welcoming Ceremony, was a delightful opportunity for almost 40 
people to share delicious food and good company.  Thank you to everyone who helped with setting up, providing food (including from 
the wedding afternoon tea) and cleaning up afterwards. 

Compassion   
The Compassion Ministry was delighted to celebrate 
the wonderful occasion of Nili and Hamid’s wedding 
with the church community. We oversaw the 
catering for the small reception afterwards and were 
so thrilled that so many church family were able to 
share this wonderful afternoon. 

The prayer group are praying 
daily for those requesting prayers 
and if anyone would like to 
be prayed for, please contact 
anyone of the Compassion team 
(below).

We would invite anyone who 
wishes to receive assistance 
of any kind, or to be included 

in the Prayer Group 
(as prayed for or as 
a pray-er) please 
contact  
Ian Ferguson,  
Leanne Salau,  
Dani Chamberlain, 
Gwen Arnold or 
Glenice Cook. 
       Karlien Kok

We have two more opportunities to stay on after worship for lunch ...

• 13th October - BBQ Lunch 
Join in the fun of the Working Bee after worship and then 
enjoy a BBQ with all the other hard working workers.   
Offers of salads and assistance with the BBQ and are most 
welcome.

• 24th November - Pastries & Fruit lunch 
After the Congregational Meeting everyone is welcome 
to stay on for a light lunch of delicious pastries from A1 
Bakery and refreshing fresh fruit platters.  Offers of fruit 
platters and someone to pick up the pastries are also 
welcome
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13th October - Working Bee
• The Property Committee is hosting the third working bee 

for the year to ensure that our property is kept tidy and well 
maintained.

• Join us after worship to have some fun working together.
• Contact James Clough, 0424 054 610, Andrew Moorhouse, 

0401 696 112, Ray Cameron, 0407 883 654 to offer your 
assistance

• See previous page for BBQ lunch details. 

20th October - Blessing of the Bikes 
• After worship we gather on the steps to have our non-

motorized wheeled transport bless (and yes pushers, 
prams, strollers, scooters are all eligible). Invite friends, 
family and neighbours to come along for the blessing.

• The BUC Cycle group is hosting a regular ride to follow the 
blessing.   Set aside a couple of hours to cycle somewhere 
along one of Melbourne’s bike tracks.  Bring picnic food to 
share along the way.  A stop off for ice cream and/or coffee 
is also ‘on the cards’!  Contact Graham Lawrence,  
0408 617 416 for more information.

24th November - Congregational Meeting

Everyone is invited to stay on for a Congregational Meeting after 
worship on 25th November .  

The key agenda item is election of Elders.  The Church Council 
is made up of ten elected Elders and the Minister of the Word.  
The Council meets on the second Tuesday of the month and also 
participates in a retreat in February.

Many people have served on Council over the years and it is 
an excellent way to learn more about how we function as a 
congregation as well as an opportunity to share your gifts.

Nominations will be called at the end of October.  Meanwhile if 
you want to find out more about being an elder you can talk to 
one of the current ones:  Gwen Arnold, James Balsillie,  
Daniel Broadstock, Claire Foley, Kimberly Fraser, Karlien Kok, 
Helen Rowe, Linda Wannan, Amelia Ware, Shawn Whelan.

The nominated terms for each of these serving elders will 
conclude at the end of this year.  However a number of them will 
offer to renominate for a further term.  More information will be 
provided in the November Olive Branch.

See the previous page for information about lunch to follow the 
meeting.

Also coming up ...

> JAM News

The first time I met Dave he came into Olive Way blind drunk. 
He was wanting to use the computers but they were already 
occupied. He was getting a bit agitated, pacing up and down, 
swearing and making a bit of nuisance of himself. I eventually 
asked him to leave and after a bit of too-ing and fro-ing he 
eventually left without much incident. 

The second time I met him he was sitting in the back yard on a 
hot summers day with a few mates, a cask of wine, and a large 
bag of weed that he generously offered me (I declined). I politely 
informed him that that was not allowed on the property and, 
after a bit of grumbling and a few choice insults hurled my way, 
he left with his mates.

On another occasion Dave was coming into the church for lunch 
with his mates. Before entering he paused with exaggerated 
politeness to let his mate go first, saying “After you bastard”, to 
which his mate replied with faux gratitude, “Thank you bastard.” 

I had come across Dave many other times (in varying sates of 
sobriety), and got to know him just a little. He told me that he 
had no permanent abode, but he had a loyal group of mates that 
regarded him well and cared for him.

In one of those times we shared our appreciation for fishing. It 
turned out that one of my favourite fishing spots back home in 
Queensland was one that Dave was familiar with and had fished 
a number of times before.

I enjoyed his company, when he was sober, and we had good 
chats when he was up to it. 

Last year Dave asked me about our Christmas hours. I explained 
that we would be closed over Christmas and open in the second 
week of January. He said to me ‘That’s when we need you 
most.’

Dave died a couple of months back whilst in the city. Once 
again, it was Dave’s loyal group of mates that gathered around 
him at the end and saw to his funeral arrangements. Dave will 
be missed by many at Olive Way. The grief that was on the 
faces of his friends made it clear that his loss was felt deeply. 
We were not able to be there all the time for Dave, but were 
able to be there for a bit. I always hope that little bit mattered.  
        
      

In Memoriam, Dave “Dicko” Dickson

  Peter Blair, Olive Way Pastor 
(a version of this story appeared in the   

Olive Way newsletter Olive Way Happenings)

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/working-bee-2/
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We gathered on a cold night in the salubrious atmosphere that was the church hall transformed to an 
intimate candlelit film venue, classier than Gold class, to homemade ice cream (thank you Alistair Hunter) 
and mulled wine, popcorn and drinks aplenty. We gathered, celebrating the seventies and eighties in our 
colourful costumes. We gathered, ready to enjoy a film and sing our hearts out to Bohemian Rhapsody!

After a relatively quiet first half, enjoying our beverages 
and snacks and the early parts of Freddie Mercury’s life 
on screen, Amelia Ware and Steph Gesling challenged us 
to two games, a two-team karaoke relay to sing the title 
song, Bohemian Rhapsody, ably accompanied by James 
Balsillie on keyboard, followed by a lip synch and air guitar 
competition to Don’t Stop Me Now. The two karaoke teams 
were deemed equal in their enthusiastic rendition. Dan 
Whelan took out the title and the golden 
moustache for his lip synch performance, 
replete with Freddie’s Live Aid costume 
(including arm band), with Clara Hall, 
Claire Keogh and Ray Cameron (minus 
shirt) providing strong competition. Natalie 
Sims was awarded best dressed for her 
bohemian costume, followed closely by 
Linda Wannan Edgar (as Freddie Mercury’s cat) and Dave Hall in his leather jacket 
and wig combo.

The second half of the film involved loudly singing along, clapping and stamping 
as the crowd on screen and off joined in for the Queen classics. We cheered, we 
sang, we clapped. A few tears were shed. All in all, a great night! Thanks to the 
Mulling crew for your hard work and inspired ideas. 
         Simone Alesich, Photos courtesy of Michael Rigby

The Justice & Mission Committee together with the FUNdraising Team are very grateful to the Mulling group for their hosting and 
organization of the movie night.  As proposed by the group the $1,190 raised will be used to support the Olive Arts group ($530) and 
Uniting Harrison homelessness services($660).                    

FUNdraising News
Mulling FUNdraiser: film night

Coming up
Another Pop Op-Shop

For three weeks only beginning 20th October and concluding 
3rd November you can make your purchases from the amazing 
collection of pre-loved garments, household goods, jewellery 
and other hidden wonders available in the hall.  

But before that peruse your homes, wardrobes and cupboards 
to find things to donate.  Helen Burnham is looking forwarded to 
receiving and sorting all donations.  We are FUNdraising for the 
CYYA ministry.  

Act for Peace Christmas Bowl Appeal

The always popular FUNdraising stalls will be upon us before we 
know it.  We’re doing things a little differently this year in that 
we’ll be asking you to place orders for your favourite items in the 
month leading up to the 1st & 8th December.  This will help 
those of us who prepare and donate baked and crafted goods 
to know how much is required.  Look out for the lists with the 
November Olive Branch.  

If you are interested in being a maker or a baker please contact 
Saide (0407096743) or Glenice (0414 319 649).

Saide Cameron

Saide Cameron
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Let the earth speak

BUC Arts
27th September to 7th October - BUC Arts biennal exhibition 
‘Let the Earth Speak’
Through the prophet Isaiah, God says:  I am about to do a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 43:19a

What new thing are you being called to?
Listening and responding through the Arts

Explore the artworks spread throughout the worship space,  
the hall, the Olive Way and our outdoor spaces.

Saide Cameron

By the time this newsletter goes to print the exhibition will 
have been launched.  However we (the BUC Arts committee) 
just want to say how grateful and delighted we are with 
the abundance and diversity of artworks and performances 
offered.  We hope you make time during the week to visit the 
exhibition and really engage with what is offered.  We have 
contributions from our young people, Olive Way artists, many 
people from within the congregation and many from beyond.  

Worship Focus:  Sunday 29th September  9:30-10:30am;  
also open 11am-3pm

Wednesday 2nd October, 11am-2pm
Thursday 3rd October, 11am-2pm

Evening performance:  Friday 4th October, 7-9:30pm
Saturday 5th October, 11am-3pm

The Forest Prayed (CD Launch): Saturday 5th October, 3-5pm
Sunday 6th October, 11am-5pm (with Sacred Harp 4-6pm)

BUC Climate Action
The Justice and Mission group (JAM) is inviting members of the 
congregation to join and help lead a Climate Action Group. 

The key purpose of this group will be to:
• Assist existing groups within BUC to provide a coordinated 

approach to actions involving climate change.
• Inform the congregation about climate change actions 

within the congregation and the wider community and 
encourage involvement in these actions.

• Help the congregation to consider declaring a Climate 
Emergency. A significant number of local organizations 
around the world have already done this in the absence 
of national political leadership. This declaration needs to 

be considered seriously and would involve actions by the 
congregation as a whole and individual members. It is 
hoped that the congregation might vote on this declaration 
at its Congregational Meeting on 24 November.

JAM would particularly welcome interest from those who 
will suffer the most in the future from this generation’s lack of 
action.
More information after the first meeting after worship on 
Sunday 29th September.  Join us.  

If you are interested please contact Richard Arnold on  
richarn50@gmail.com or mobile 0407796429

Many people from our 
congregation joined 
the Climate Strike Rally 
in Melbourne on 20th 
September while 
others joined the rallies 
in Alice Springs and 
Perth.  

Climate Strike

Deb in Perth

Richard & Gwen in Alice Springs

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/let-the-earth-speak/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/and-the-forest-prayed/
mailto:richarn50%40gmail.com?subject=
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> CYYA News

Olive Pips (Brunswick UC Playgroup)
We had a most excellent gathering on Saturday 31 August, 
in part to celebrate the launch of Nagma’s book: Arya’s Flying 
Dreams. It is a fantastic children’s story, loved by the adults in 
the room, too. Our final Olive Pips playgroup for 2019 will take 
place on Saturday 26 October, 9:30am at the church. Bring a 
book to share. 

Sunday Morning Program (SMP)
A real highlight in Term 3 
has been creating pieces 
of art to contribute to 
BUC’s Art Exhibition, “Let 
the earth speak”. We 
encourage children and 
families to come along 
to the Art Exhibition, and 
spot some of their work 
on display! 

Another highlight has 
been Code Black hot chocolate (obviously!) with inspiring chats 
with Deb Blackmore and others. This is for the Secondary-aged 
young people, and we’d love more adults to volunteer to do this 
– even if it’s just once or twice. 

Lots to look forward to in Term 4, including the Christmas 
pageant preparations. 

Youth Group 
every second  
Friday night

MasterChef Pizza Making 
was a huge hit! We set 
up a long table in the big 
hall, and were still eating 
pizzas at 9:30 when the 
parents arrived…  

Term 4 activities are 
looking, well, frankly, 
fantastic! Invite your friends. See the calendar here.

Student House
Sasha McGuigan will be moving in at the start of next year. 
She’s currently studying Year 12 VCE in Hamilton, western 
Victoria, and is aiming to do a Bachelor of Audio Engineering in 
Melbourne. Sasha loves music and community life. 

We have had a couple of great 
new applications, too, so stay 
tuned. 

The OG
I’m keen to connect with the OG (older group), which I’m 
referring to as those aged about 16 to 22. I realise that Sunday 
morning worship is a bit of a stretch for this age-group, but 
please text me directly so we can have a coffee, and I’ll listen to 
some of your hopes and needs. 

BUC have been invited by the Uniting Church Synod to have 4 
young adults (aged 16 to 21) represent us at an event called 
Amplify. It’s a day of listening to the needs and hopes of young 
people in the 
church –  
on Saturday 
9 November 
at Aitken 
College, near 
Tullamarine 
Airport. 

Hi there BUC folks,

Here are a few snippets of the last month from my perspective: what has happened, things to look forward to, coming events, starting 
with the youngest…

Young Adults
Huge congratulations to the Mulling Group for the film night: Bohemian Rhapsody. What a great 
occasion, excellent mulled wine, outfits (special mention to Dan Whelan), icecream and vibe. This 
is a great group to be part of, for those (roughly) in their mid-twenties to late-thirties. 

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Brunswick-Uniting-Youth-T4-2019-promo-flier.pdf


	  

	  

11

5-year review
It’s been almost 5 years since Julie Perrin wrote the excellent 
review in to CYYA ministry at Brunswick Uniting Church, entitled: 
“Pathways to the River.” So, the Children, Youth and Young Adult 
Committee is starting work on a review of our ministry and work, 
building on Julie’s report. If you’d like to share your thoughts as 
part of this review, and to help shape the next 5 years, please 
contact me directly, or Anita Major. 

Vanuatu
On a personal note, our family has just enjoyed a wonderful 
holiday in Vanuatu, filled with amazing snorkelling, rope swings 
at Blue Lagoon, generous hospitality from the locals, fantastic 
food and relaxing at the resort, story-telling about surviving 
Cyclone Pam, awareness about poverty in this developing 
country, deep appreciation of the natural environment, and 
sadness about exploitation by wealthy overseas investors. 

Grace and peace 
         Dave Hall, Pastor: Children, Youth and Young Adults 
                                          0417 310 128, davebhall1373@gmail.com

Student House Welcome
During worship on 8th September we welcomed Jean Saker 
to the Student House community.  Introducing her Dave said 
that she has come from Mareeba in far north QLD to finish 
her law degree.  Jean said that it was lovely to be part of the 
community.  Ian invited Jean and the congregation to commit 
to walking together on our shared journey of discipleship and to 
offer mutual support in doing this as we live out our faith.

Mosaics

After worship on 8th September I visited the Youth Hall.  
What a joy to see the young people enthusiastically creating 
mosaics for the 
exhibition with 
Louise Marson.

> D&E News
An opportunity to meet to talk faith 
Do you have questions that need answering? Do you have answers that need 
questioning? Do you want to share the company of the children of God and 
explore faith together? Come and delve into the bible and transitions (I meant to 
type traditions but I’ll let it stand) of faith, engage with the practices that unite 
(and sometimes divide) us, grow in your relationship with God and your church a 
little or a lot.

Thursday 10th October 7:30 pm @ The Manse  
(60 Blyth St, Brunswick). Informal discussion about a bible 
passage, time to get to know each other, and to plan future 
times and places to meet. 

Let Ian know if you would like to attend. And if you would like 
to attend but can’t make it at this time please also let Ian know, 
0438 547 842

Saide Cameron
Ian, Dave, Jean, Quilan, Charlotte, Courtney, James, Ann

mailto:davebhall1373%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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> Mental Health Kit Launch

We were privileged to host the launch of the Mental Health Kit 
developed by the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania on Sunday 
15th December.  

Ian welcomed everyone to our buildings and the ceremony, 
offering an acknowledgement of country and in doing so said 
‘May this ancient land uphold you here this afternoon and these 
walls embrace you’.

Andy Calder, member of our congregation and Disability Inclusion 
Advocate for the Synod also offered a welcome especially to 
those who had travelled long distances and others from beyond 
the church.  Andy commented ‘The Synod Mental Health Kit 
aims to support congregations and leaders with resources 
interspersed with personal stories, poems, prayers and some 
fabulous artwork.  All of these pieces have been collected 
from people in congregations and services across Victoria and 
Tasmania.’  He offered his deep appreciation to everyone who 
contributed to the contents of the kit.  Andy also thanked 
everyone who contributed to and supported the launch.

Rev (Deac) Natalie Dixon-Mony oversees the mental health 
ministry based at Boroondara Community Outreach.  Natalie 
introduced Michelle, the first speaker of the launch.  She shared 

that ‘Michelle is an 
incredibly gifted writer 
and ability to share 
insights into what it’s 
like to live with a mental 
illness and the impact 
it’s had on her life’ and 
affirmed her courage in 
sharing her story.

In sharing her story Michelle spoke 
of the first time she attended a 
service at Boroondara and how that 
experience changed her life.  She 
spoke of the importance of offering 
welcome and reminded us that ‘God 
has a sense of humour too’. 

Andy then welcomed Professor Alan Fels AO to speak to us 
and to launch the kit.  He listed the many roles that Alan has 
undertaken and his ongoing involvement in supporting people 
with mental illness in the community.  Andy also shared that 
Alan is a carer for his daughter who has schizophrenia noting 
their very moving story in The Age ‘Two of us’ section recently.  

Andy also mentioned and commended Alan’s recently released 
memoir ‘A Tough Customer’ and concluded his introduction 
saying ‘It’s hard to imagine a more eminent person to launch this 
kit.’ 

Alan began by commenting 
on the extent of the impact of 
mental illness, their families, 
carers and friends.  He noted 
that 3-4% of people suffer 
psychotic illnesses and another 
15% experience very significant 
mental illness at a level where 
they require treatment.  Alan spoke of the impact of stigma and 
self-discrimination and that anything we can do as individuals 
and community to support people will help to change public 
attitudes.  

Referring to the kit Alan said ‘The kit hits the right note of being 
informative and helpful with many memorable elements to it – 
excellent artwork, good writing, poetry and personal reflection.’

Alan spoke of his experience as a carer for his daughter and the 
importance of secure accommodation in recovery.  

Alan noted that the kit offers advice on how to respond to 
confronting behaviours and provides a checklist for church 
communities to support this response.  

He also commented on the deficiencies in policy making with 
respect to both mental and indigenous health.  

He concluded ‘I want to commend you on this excellent kit, very 
easy to read, very informative, very good artwork and writing 
in it.  Congratulations on it and am very pleased and proud to 
launch this kit.’

Andy closed the launch offering gifts to Michelle, Cindy (in 
absentia) and Alan.  Afternoon tea was enjoyed in the Olive 
Way.

 

You can listen to a recording of the launch here. Saide Cameron

https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/mental-health-kit-launch
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> Regular Events
BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.   
Our next ride will follow Blessing of the Bikes on 20th October.  

See page 4 or for more information contact Graham Lawrence, 
0408 617 416.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email  sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the fourth Sunday of the month.  
Everyone is welcome and you can come every month or just as 
you are available. If you are interested, or just want to know a 
little more, please contact Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
The Mulling Group (for 25-35ish aged people) meets on the 
first Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm.  We share a meal and 
conversation.  Contact Daniel Broadstock, 0479 039 640, for 
more information.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. 

Please note that from 20th September to 12th October  
the Olive Way will not be open on Tuesdays.

• Meditation - Tuesday
• Writing Workshop - Tuesday
• Community Kitchen & Art programs - Wednesday 
• SROC (drama group) - Thursday
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 23rd October 2019  
Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Jennifer 
Egan’s first historical fiction Manhattan 
Beach explores a transformative moment 
in the lives of women and men, America 
and the world.
Anna Kerrigan, nearly 12- years-old, 
accompanies her father to visit Dexter 
Styles, a man who, she gleans, is crucial 
to the survival of her father and her family. 
She is mesmerized by the sea beyond the house and by some 
charged mystery between the two men.
Years later, her father has disappeared and the country is at 
war. Anna works at the Brooklyn Naval Yard, where women are 
allowed to hold jobs that once belonged to men, now soldiers 
abroad. She becomes the first female diver, the most dangerous 
and exclusive of occupations, repairing the ships that will help 
America win the war. One evening at a nightclub, she meets 
Dexter Styles again, and begins to understand the complexity of 
her father’s life, and the reasons he might have vanished.
If you are interested please contact:  
Faye: 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com or 
Christine: 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group 
Out and About is a monthly social group for older, active women 
and men.  We visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or cof-
fee.  New members always welcome. Contact Helen Rowe for 
further information about this month’s activity. Ph. 0423 009 813 
or email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com

Saturday Coffee
Join us at 2:30 pm on the first Saturday each month at a 
local café.  Very informal and all women are most welcome.  
Please note - in September we will attend the launch of Maggie 
Somerville’s CD - see p4.  Contact Leanne Salau, 9386 1484

Olive Pesto
At Olive Pesto we ‘Make, Learn, Laugh, Share’.  Come along to 
the Youth Hall on the second Saturday of the month,  
10am-noon.  Contact Linda Wannan, 0405 470 568.

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Distribution Day – Saturday 19th October, 10 am - 12 
noon.  Members are reminded to plan their shopping list and 
label containers before arriving at Distribution Day.  Scales will 
be available on the day to weigh in empty containers. Due to our 
increase in numbers we are closed to new members until further 
notice. Further information from Helen 0423 009 813.  
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Finance Committee
Hello! 

BUC Finance have  been asked for an updated “Big Picture” breakdown of our 

Activities and Costs

including some less obvious items. 

This is all based on Budget 2019. A similar analysis was done May 2017.

Worship, Discipleship & Education and Pastoral Care

Minister of The Word Ian Ferguson supports every aspect of our mission.

These activities, plus a part of Dave Hall’s stipend and allowances plus other expenses, including an 
allocation of utilities and property expenses cost about $120K p.a.   

The visual? Worship’s window to the community, as is the BUC website.

Children & Families – excluding Worship (above) and Student House (below) 

A big part of Pastor Dave Hall’s stipend and allowances, plus other expenses, including an 
allocation of utilities and property expenses.

Cost about $80 K p.a.

When we do something special, 

like the Youth Hall renovation, which cost about $20K, it is not recurring expenditure & was made 
because we had the money available from special donations.

Youth & Student House

These cost us $35K p.a. when you take into account not only a portion of Pastor Dave’s 
stipend and allowances, but also rates and other property expenses. 

While student fees are budgeted to bring in about $48K p.a. the market rate is probably 
another $32K more.  

So we are supporting this wonderful intentionally Christian community to the tune of about 
$67K p.a.

Olive Way 

Pastor Pete Blair, Cook Pete Murphy.

Their stipends and salaries and the cost of food, plus once again, an 
allocation of utilities and property expenses comes to about $95K p.a.

Christmas lunch at the OW, yay!

 

> Reports
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Arts
We have BUC Arts (inc Arts Access ArtStop program), Olive Arts and Olive Pesto.  
All are healing missions.
We rely heavily on volunteers. The expenses budgeted, plus an allocation of utilities and property 
expenses, adds up to about $10 K p.a.

Mission & Service contribution to UCA: what’s it used for? 
Examples: grants for ministry education, ecumenical activities, cross-cultural ministry, advocacy 
activities, congregational support and governance and administration. We’re glad to be able to  
make a significant contribution to mission via the wider church in this way. 
$36K goes to Mission and Service. 
The visual with this? Volunteers help us save money so we can pay Synod!

ASWC 
While we no longer commit to FUNdraising for ASWC, 
we provide a special building, and extensive use of the hall and church.
The utility and property expenses are estimated at $18 K p.a.
The market rent on the building could be worth another $24K p.a. 
So we are supporting the ASWC to the tune of about $42K p.a.

Remaining Costs

Our church and buildings are not just for Sunday worship, but also for community  fundraising 
concerts, public meetings & forums on justice & environmental topics, Sacred Harp singers, 
dancers, etc. 

The costs of this, mainly utilities, are about $8K p.a.

Also… LEASE TO MCM till 2043
(Homeless Youth services and Palliative Care services, North Fitzroy).
Not something we can readily change, but it’s a real contribution that 
we’re making to their mission. 
Difference btw market rent and their actual contribution is about $32K p.a.

Also… there is a MULTI-UNIT PROPERTY in our congregation area - title like all our properties, in 
Synod’s name – at the corner of Nicholson & Miller St, East Brunswick. 

It is on a ‘peppercorn’ lease to the DHS for low-income housing. 

The difference between market rent and rents received is not calculated here

OTHER APPEALS 

Yes, we just pay out what you donate, so not a “net cost” in the budget.

Still, we imagine that your choices about giving to those appeals is connected with the choices you 
make about regular contributions to (and through) BUC. 

Last year 2018 we gave over $18 K to “Mission Partners” such as Christmas Bowl, Act for Peace, 
SHARE and Lenten appeals.

 We’d love to be able to keep these up.

Check: cash expenses add up to $402K as budgeted, the opportunities (support thru low or no rents) $104K.

Any questions? Contact the Finance Committee (Emanuel Datt, Naomi David, Mal Rowe, Linda Wannan).
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Abi Benham-Bannon, our new Finance Co-
ordinator, has worked with BUC Finance 3 years, 
first as Income Book-keeper, then Income and 
Projects Book-keeper. She has a degree in Social 
Geography from UniMelb 
and is currently studying 
for a degree in dance at 
Deakin University. Abi has 
had a long association 
with UCA, is a member of 
BUC and actively involved 
in refugee action group 
LMAW Love Makes a Way.

Sasha McGrath, our new Finance Clerk, 
has worked in a book-keeping role for a social 
service group in Sunbury for several years. She 
not only has a Maths degree from the University 
of Bogor, Indonesia, but 
has several certificates 
in accounting software 
products like Xero and 
MYOB Account Right. 
Sasha is a member of 
the Brunswick Uniting 
Indonesian congregation, 
and has interests in music and dance.

Recently Finance Committee 
recruited Abi Benham-
Bannon as Finance Co-
ordinator, who then recruited 
(assisted by Emanuel and 
Linda) Maria N. (Sasha) 
McGrath  as Finance Clerk.  
While both roles are part-
time, they are essential 
for ‘Enabling’ the mission 
‘Doers’ of our Ministry and 
congregation.  They both 
work flexibly and by remote 
and are only occasionally  
on-site, so do introduce 
yourself as you see them.

More Good Finance News

Finance are delighted to have this capable pair on board during a time of growth in mission activity at 
BUC.

Linda Wannan, Treasurer

Church Council
At our September “dinner and discussion” meeting, we enjoyed 
a delicious potluck meal before an opening reflection from 
Claire on praying the Rosary. It’s an ancient Christian practice 
that shares some similarities with mantra-based traditions 
of meditation while offering several ways of focusing on key 
“mysteries” in the conception, birth, life and death of Jesus.

Our first main topic of discussion was looking ahead to the 
renewal of Church Council in late November. All of the current 
Elders are coming to the end of the terms for which they 
were elected. Most of us are willing, or at least open, to be 
re-nominated for another term. However, there will be at least 
a couple of vacancies that need to be filled. Please consider 
prayerfully whether you have gifts you could share through 
Church Council, and talk with any of us about what’s involved. 

Our second major topic was reflecting on the work of the 
Reporting Task Group. They’ve been consulting with committee 
members and others who need to write reports for 
• Church Council (generally monthly)
• Olive Branch (variable)
• Olive Harvest (our Annual Report, due in January ahead of 

our AGM in February)

We considered what kinds of information is most relevant 
to Church Council as well as to the whole Congregation, and 
ways to reduce doubling-up and other pressures. We agreed in 
principle to a trial of a revised approach, the essence of which 
is:

1. Share stories and news through the Olive Branch (and/
or Website, FaceBook etc) with the whole congregation – 
frequency varying among committees and other groups; 

2. Attach those stories to a short-form Church Council 
reporting template, which asks for any recommendations 
(with rationale), a summary of progress towards goals, and 
any other information (opportunites, concerns, challenges, 
etc.) that you think Church Council needs to know about.

Helen and I will be in touch with each report writer to talk 
about the changes, and support them through the trial period 
(the details of which, along with further discussion about the 
timing of our AGM and annual reporting, will be confirmed at our 
October meeting).

In other business, we:

• Noted with thanks all the reports we had received this 
month

• Confirmed our earlier email approval of the new Climate 
Emergency banners on the fence facing Sydney Rd 

• Agreed to shift the intended “Open Your Eyes” disability 
awareness training (recommended by JAM) to early 2020

• Encouraged individual responses to a letter of protest 
about the redevelopment of Gronn Place (Everett St, West 
Brunswick)

• Approved the purchase of new stackable chairs for the 
Youth Hall

• Approved annual leave for Ian from 22 October to 4 
November   Shawn Whelan, 26 September 2019
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Worship Committee
We have met twice this month (making up for no meeting in 
August).  On 4th November our main focus was preparing for 
the Season of Creation.  Ann Soo joined us to share the breadth 
of artworks being offered for the Let the earth speak exhibition 
which will be a focus for worship on 29th September and also 
incorporated in worship on 6th October.  

We looked at the Sundays in the next month and agreed to 
conclude our season of creation on 20th October (Blessing the 
Bikes).  We discussed themes and songs and agreed to bring a 
focus the seven seasons of the Kulin nation into this season of 
worship.  We also decided to move away from the lectionary for 
the five Sundays.

For our opening worship on 18th November Kirsty commented 
on the many negative things happening in the world around us 
and reminded us that as a community of Christ we know that 
there is a kind way, a just way.  She affirmed that we know it’s 
coming and we know it’s here.  Kirsty invited us to think about 
a kindness observed or shown to us during the previous week 
and commented in concluding that in these small ways we are 
offered a vision for how the world could be.

We reflected on all the services from 21st July through to 15th 
September and noted, among other things, the following:
• the beauty of Joshua’s baptism on 21st July and the 

intensity of his focus on Ian during the ceremony
• the shaping of worship with the Lord’s Prayer on 28th 

July in preparation for the Merri Project forum and how 
appropriate Ian’s sermon was for our discussions

• Julian Hamilton’s very interesting and lengthy sermon on 
4th August which offered new connections with the story of 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem

• our appreciation for Colin Hunter’s sermon on 11th August 
which offered insights into his early life and conversion and 
insights in living faithfully

• the embodiment of the bent over woman story and how 
good it felt to straighten up in praising God on 25th August

• how odd it was to have the children out doing their mosaic 
activity for the first part of the service on 1st September 
and how lovely it was to have their higher level of 
involvement in preparing for and serving communion

• the beauty of Ian’s sermon on 8th September 
acknowledging his father story

• the Welcoming Ceremony on 15th September and the fun 
of ‘party time’ with the children.

We continued our conversation about the Season of Creation 
which will be shaped by a sequence of readings from Job and 
possibly the prologue to John.  We are looking forward to the 
emergence week by week of the Seven Seasons installation 
around the cross with thanks to Amelia.

Jenne Perlstein has prepared a proposal re engaging with the 
First Nations people in our area.  This proposal will be presented 
to Church Council jointly with the Justice & Mission committee.

We are continuing to consult on the most appropriate height for 
the lectern with a view to shortening it.  Clancy Moore (Annie 
Quail’s son) has quoted for the work.

Work on the Christmas Eve pageant is well under way.  See 
page 5 for more information.

During Ian’s upcoming leave we look forward to Kirsten Parris 
preaching on 27th October and Fiona Bottcher on 3rd November 
with Janet Reus-Smit presiding for Holy Communion.

See the Worship Calendar on page 2 for more information.

1/9 Pentecost 12 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14:1, 7-14 The children participated in a mosaic activity with Louise Marsen (an 
Olive Arts artist) for the first part of the service in preparation for the ‘Let the earth speak’ exhibition.  As noted above the beginning 
of worship felt very different in their absence.

In his sermon ‘Come to the banquet’ Ian commented on meal etiquette instructions offered for Jesus alongside his sometimes 
uncomfortable experiences when sharing lunch at the Olive Way community meal on Wednesdays.  He said ‘my sense from our 
gospel story today is that Jesus is one of those impolite dinner guests’.  Ian shared his understanding of honour culture in Jesus’ time 
noting that ‘In Jesus’ world honour and shame dictate how  people relate, how they do business, who they eat with, where they sit at 
table.’  He commented on the shameless behaviour shown by notable women in the gospel stories and Jesus embrace of them.  Ian 
shared the heartbreaking story of Kevin and Ninu, a young Indian couple from the state of Kerala ‘because I think the devastating play 
of shame and honour within it is closer to what Jesus would have known in his time and place than perhaps what we know here or 
at least what I know.’  Reflecting further on their story he noted and wondered ‘Christianity brings a culture clash, a clash that can be 
violent.  And what is that clash for us?  What is that clash within us?  How does the gospel of Christ challenge the ways we privilege 
some over others, the way dictate who sits where at the table of life?’  Concluding Ian invited us to ‘carry that gospel challenge 
with us’.   Ian reminded us that in sharing the body and blood at the table ‘Here we die with Christ.  We die here to the powers of 
class, socio-economic status, income, wealth, age, physical appearance, intelligence, education, popularity, race, gender, sexuality 
and whatever else determines the seating hierarchy at our cultural dinner party.  Here we die and are raised up as people who love 
beyond the differences that divide.  So come to the banquet there is a place for you.  Amen.’

The children joined us after the sermon to set the table for Holy Communion for which Ian used the Nourish liturgy and to serve the 
bread with the support of the adults.  A beautiful celebration of the feast at the table.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-1-9/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/come-to-the-banquet/
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8/9 Pentecost 13 Jeremiah 18:1-11; Luke 14:25-33 Dave invited the children to create 
a bowl using plasticine.  As they worked he and Ian talked about the story from Jeremiah in 
which God is a potter creating something and then starting over when it became spoiled.  
Dave showed a photo of a beautiful bowl mended using the Japanese method Kintsugi.  
He reminded us that God mends broken things with love and that God calls us to make the 
world new with love.

In his sermon ‘Shaped by the Potter’ Ian invited us to reflect on the two very challenging readings offered by the lectionary.  During 
the sermon he shared his father’s story, his dream of becoming a potter on retirement only to have this dream shattered by a stroke 
suffered during surgery.  Ian commented on the challenges in the two readings wondering ‘where is the grace?’ in Jeremiah’s 
prophecy and the lack of joy in Jesus’ words.  Ian noted that he recently heard that there are only two sins in the Bible - idolatry and 
injustice commenting that ‘everything else that we might consider bad is a failure of these two’.  

Speaking further about his father’s shattered dreams Ian commented ‘Yes it is sad that he didn’t become a potter but he is like the 
clay which collapses on the wheel and is reformed, given a new life through grace.’  He went on to say ‘this is what I take from 
Jeremiah’s prophecy’ - God reshapes us ‘when our living becomes uncentred’ and from Jesus we are encouraged to ‘love your family 
but love them as an expression of divine love not ideological obligation’.

Ian shared two beautiful stories. The first of his son & partner returning from Japan with two beautiful cups made ‘from a shared 
endeavour between each of them and a master potter’.  He also spoke of the Kintusgi method of repairing broken bowls with golden 
lacquer through which the broken object becomes a thing a greater beauty.  And concluding, he shared the second story of a 
communion cup and plate made for him by his father during his lessons before the stroke.   Commenting that the cup (on the table 
in the above photo) is one his most precious possessions he said ‘I regularly use this cup to celebrate the Eucharist to remember 
Christ’s story and all the other stories encompassed by his.  The imperfect cup made with love to hold the wine of grace.  And if it 
broke I would have it mended with gold’.

15/9 Pentecost 14 Luke 15:1-10, 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Ian and the children 
brought the parable of the lost 
sheep to life with Ian sending 
Anya off into the wilderness of 
the congregation to hide and 
be found.  Then they got ready 
for the party time to follow the 
Welcoming Ceremony (see 
Worship News, p5).  

Ian’s sermon Crisis Time continued the party time theme but started first  in the negative place with the 
grumbling Pharisees.  Ian explained who the Pharisees were as enemies of Jesus and as symbols of how 
the ‘world outside the church today generally sees the church’.  He shared his negative associations with the 
parable of the lost sheep and the sense of crisis in our world today as we prepared for the global climate strike 
the following Friday.  Ian explored Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ crisis of inclusion and the questions raised 
by the parable.  Ian explained that leaving the 99 sheep to find one that is lost is an example of ‘anti-utilitarian 
behaviour’ and went on to offer many examples of how utilitarianism is used to justify actions and decisions in 
our time now.

Turning to joy Ian shared the stories of Nili & Hamad’s wedding the previous day (see Pastoral Care News p6) 
and Reza’s journey to being granted a protection visa.  Ian explained in a recent Persian Bible study session 
that Reza’s word to describe his experience of the Christian God was ‘mohabat’ which means kindness.  Ian 
wondered if our word for God might be spelt in the 1 John 4:7 - love.  Ian concluded God is love and those who live in mohabat, in 
love live in God and God lives in them.  And it through the crises of our humanity that we meet that love, the love that comes to seek 
out the lost, the marginalized and the despised, the love that welcomes them home, the love that puts them at the centre and rejoices 
in the crisis that this brings to shake up and remake the world.  That’s the love that we meet.  Thanks be to the God of love.  Amen.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-8-9/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/shaped-by-the-potter/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-15-9/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/crisis-time/
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22/9 Season of Creation 1 John 1:1-5, Job 
38:1-21 We began our Season of Creation 
beginning to build an installation of the seven 
annual seasons of our local area, identified by 
the people of the Kulin Nation by associating 
changes in the weather with the life cycles 
of indigenous plants and animals, and 
movements in the night sky as part of our 
Acknowledgement of Country.

Julie Perrin and Ian invited the children to learn about Job explaining that Job was a 
good bloke who had a lot of bad things happen to him.  They shared Job’s questions 
and together helped Job look for God accompanied by Ian’s much loved whirlies 
giving voice to God speaking to Job from the whirlwind.  We concluding singing 
‘Listen to the word which God has spoken in a joyful multiple part round.  

Ian’s sermon ‘The absence of God’ provided us with the opportunity to ‘reflect together 
on the voice of God speaking to us from the book of Job’.  The meditation on the first 
page of this newsletter similarly invites this reflection.  During the sermon Julie offered 
parallel insights from the crisis of species extinction.  She spoke of the absence, the 
silence of a creature gone and of soaring albatross suffering the slow violence of plastic.  
Julie concluded with a beautiful story from the Mimosa Rocks National Park in NSW 
where she sat with Jan Morgan & Graeme Garret reading Job aloud in the wind while 
nearby pied oyster catchers keep.  Her story concluded with questions.  ‘And in this 
treasured place of wondering I wonder.  What is it that they were watching?  What 
knowledge do they carry back to softer sand and cliff face?  What will there beaked stilt standing dignity tell the wind?’

Saide Cameron

Property Committee

• The sheds: 1) the ASWC has been allocated space; 2) keys 
have been allocated to all users.

• Additional chairs and trolleys have been purchased for the 
youth hall and hall.  To be delivered.

• Actions undertaken to address possum issues at the 
student house.

• Faulty ventilation fan under the hall kitchen has been 
replaced.

• Youth Hall door handle issue addressed.

The following activities have been undertaken/completed over the past month:

The following activities are being attended to over the coming months:
• Finalise the shed paper work, keys etc.
• The emergency lighting in the church requires replacement 

due to failing the run-down test.
• Laurie to investigate the requirements to repair, 1) stone 

capping on west wall, 2) lintel over west door entrance in 
the welcome space and 3) key stone repairs/replacement in 
a window in the chapel space.

• Delivery of the chairs and trolleys.
• Undertake the work on the hall’s operable wall skirts. 
• Hatch above the east doorway between the church and the 

Olive Way to be finalised.  Latches have been purchased, to 
be installed.

• Large toilet paper dispensers to be installed in the disabled 
and youth hall toilets.

• A bird grill will need to be reinstalled on the hall steeple.  
Remainder of the bird poo to be removed.  Bird spikes to be 
installed to discourage roosting.

• Student House painting quotes being obtained
• Student House maintenance items to be attended to; door 

handles, towel rails, toilet roll holders.
• Replace the faulty water tank pump in the south water tank.
• Graffiti to be painted over, more has been placed on the 

property
• Prepare role descriptions for activities the Garden portfolio.
• Finalise the repairs of the damage after the break-in, 

modifications to the hall door.
• Routine Property Inspections have been received for the 

two rented properties.
• Investigate the registration of the defibrillator on the 

Ambulance web site.
• Faulty Hall oven to be repaired.  Service company 

appointment has been organised.
• Working Bee on the 13th Oct ’19.
• ….

Ray Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-22-9/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/the-absence-of-god/
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

October 6
Season of Creation

Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

November 3 Fiona Bottcher with  
Janet Reus-Smit presiding
Holy Communion

December 1
Advent 1

Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

October 13
Season of Creation

Ian Ferguson November 10 Ian Ferguson December 8
Advent 2

Ian Ferguson

October 20
Season of Creation

Ian Ferguson
Blessing of the Bikes

November 17 Ian Ferguson December 15
Advent 3

Ian Ferguson

October 27
Season of Creation

Kirsten Parris November 24
Reign of Christ

Ian Ferguson December 22
Advent 4

Ian Ferguson

After Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late.  In this 
period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity.  It seeks to relate its faith as a 
people of God to Christ’s mission in the world.  It commences with Trinity Sunday and concludes 
with feast of Christ the King

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
6/10 Pent 17 Lam 1:1-6  Lam 3:19-26 or Ps 137 2 Tim 1:1-14  Lk 17:5-10  G
13/10 Pent 18 Jer 29:1, 4-7  Ps 66:1-12  2 Tim 2:8-15  Lk 17:11-19  G
20/10 Pent 19 Jer 31:27-34  Ps 119:97-104  2 Tim 3:14 - 4:5  Lk 18:1-8  G
27/10 Pent 20 Jl 2:23-32  Ps 65  2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18  Lk 18:9-14  G
1/11 All Saints Dan 7:1-3,15-18 Ps 149 Eph 1:11-23 Lk 6:20-31  W
3/11 Pent 21 Hab 1:1-4, 2:1-4  Ps 119:137-144  2 Thes 1:1-4, 11-12 Lk 19:1-10  G
10/11 Pent 22 Hag 1:15b - 2:9  Ps 145:1-5, 17-21 or Ps 98 2 Thes 2:1-5, 13-17 Lk 20:27-38 G
17/11 Pent 23 Is 65:17-25  Is 12  2 Thes 3:6-13   Lk 21:5-19  G
24/11 Reign of Christ Jer 23:1-6  Lk 1:68-79  Col 1:11-20   Lk 23:33-43  W



October Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Let the earth speak 29 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       HC 
11:00 – Climate Action  

Group 
11:00 – Let the Earth speak 

Exhibition Open (-3:00) 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 1 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Let the earth speak  2 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
11:00 – Let the Earth speak 

Exhibition Open (-2:00) 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 

Let the earth speak  3 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
11:00 – Let the Earth speak 

Exhibition Open (-2:00) 
 
 

Let the earth speak  4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 – Performance Night 

Let the earth speak  5 
 
 
11:00 – Let the Earth speak 

Exhibition Open (-3:00) 
3:00 – The Forest Prayed 
 
 

Let the earth speak  6 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson      HC 
11:00 – Let the Earth speak 
Exhibition Open (-3:00) 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 8 
 
 
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 9 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
 
 
 

 10 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Discussion Group 

 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY  

 12 
 
10:00 – Olive Pesto  
 
 
 
 
 

 13 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
11:00 – Working Bee 
11:45 – BBQ Lunch 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 15 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
11:00 – Meditation  
 
 
 
 

 16 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 17 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – JAM C’tee 

 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 19 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 

 20 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

Blessing the Bikes 
11:30 – BUC Cycle  

BYO picnic lunch 
 

5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 22 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
11:00 – Meditation  
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 23 
 
10:00 - Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Book Group  

 24 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY  

 26 
9:30 – Olive Pips 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 27 
9:30 –Kirsten Parris 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 29 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
11:00 – Meditation  
 
 
  
 

 30 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 31 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

November 1 
  

 2 
 
 
 
2:30 – Olive Pesto 
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