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Blue Christmas  15/12/2019 
Gathering 
Welcome Saide 
 
Song: While shepherds watched, TiS 299  
 

1.  While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around. 
 
2.  'Fear not,' said he (for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind),  
 'glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and humankind. 
 
3.  'To you in David's town this day is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; and this shall be the sign: 
 
4.  'The heavenly baby you there shall find to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swaddling clothes and in a manger laid.' 
 
5.  Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus addressed their joyful song: 
 
6.  "All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; 
goodwill henceforth from heaven to all begin and never cease.' 

SONG:  While shepherd watched, by Nahum Tate, 1652-1715,  
from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Greeting  
The God of all grace, mercy,  Ian 
peace and compassion be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
We gather on the land of a dreaming people,  
the Wurundjeri of the Kulin Nation.  
Breathe 
Our worship this afternoon will be shaped by a meditation on the traditional themes of Advent – 
God’s Christmas gifts to us of hope, peace, joy and love.  As we move through this meditation 
you are invited to reflect on the presence or absence of these qualities in your lives at this time.  
You have received a card, the same card that was used during Holy Week and on All Saints 
Day.  During the service there will be opportunities to write prayers, even just the name of 
people or situations that you are holding in your heart today.  Later there will be an opportunity 
to place your cards on our Advent tree, light a taper when we come to celebrate Holy 
Communion together.   (Please note these are not the exact words offered during worship.) 
Today we will weave Luke’s telling of the birth of Christ with words from the prophet Isaiah as 
we light the Advent Candles and sing our new Advent song.  Let’s begin singing the refrain now. 
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Meditation   
 
SONG:  Come we pray (Shawn Whelan) 
 

Come, we pray, O God be with us 
   Come Emmanuel 
Come, we pray, O God be with us 
   Come Emmanuel 
   Come Emmanuel 

 
The gift of Hope 
The prophet Isaiah speaks Ray 
They shall beat their swords into ploughshares,  
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.  (Isaiah 2:4b) 
 
We light this first candle for hope. Saide 
God of all creation plant your seeds of hope  
deep within our aching hearts.  
silence 
 
From the Gospel of Luke Ray 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David.  (Luke 2:1-4) 

We give thanks for the gift of hope, Saide 
sometimes just a glimmer, 
sometimes a shining beacon, 
born anew in times of despair. 
God of hope, lighten the grieving our hearts  
when darkness seeks to overwhelm us. 
 
An invitation to reflect on the gift of hope Ian 
… 
Paul writes, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” Rm 12:11 

When will we beat our swords to ploughshares? 
Come Emmanuel 
When will we walk your paths of justice? 
Come Emmanuel 
 

Come, we pray, O God be with us 
   Come Emmanuel 
Come, we pray, O God be with us 
   Come Emmanuel 
   Come Emmanuel 
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The gift of Peace  
The prophet Isaiah speaks 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,  Ray 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding (Isaiah 11:1-2a) 
 
We light this second candle for peace. Saide 
God of justice fill our hearts and minds 
with your deep abiding peace. 
silence 
 
From the Gospel of Luke Ray 
Joseph went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:5-7) 
 
We give thanks for the gift of peace Saide 
a gift that heals and restores 
a gift that binds wounds  
and mends broken hearts. 
God of peace, show us your path of peace 
that we may walk with you. 
 
An invitation to reflect on the gift of peace Ian 
… 
Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” Jn 14:27 

When will we see the branch of Jesse? 
   Come Emmanuel 
When will the nations seek your wisdom? 
   Come Emmanuel 
 

Come, we pray, O God be with us 
   Come Emmanuel 
Come, we pray, O God be with us 
   Come Emmanuel 
   Come Emmanuel 

 
 
The gift of Joy 
The prophet Isaiah speaks Ray 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,     
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,  
and rejoice with joy and singing.  (Isaiah 35:1-2a) 
 
We light this third candle for joy. Saide 
God of joyful and glorious abundance  
open our ears and eyes to delight and gladness. 
silence 
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From the Gospel of Luke Ray 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.  (Luke 2:8-11) 

We give thanks for the gift of joy Saide 
a quietly bubbling gift 
a gift of abundance 
a surprising gift to delight our souls. 
God of joy, may we find joy even in the presence  
of our weariness, sadness and fears. 
 
An invitation to reflect on the gift of joy Ian 
… 
Jesus said, “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete.” Jn 15:11 

When will we strengthen weak and weary? 
   Come Emmanuel 
When will we leave our fears behind us? 
   Come Emmanuel 
 

Come, we pray, O God be with us 
   Come Emmanuel 
Come, we pray, O God be with us 
   Come Emmanuel 
   Come Emmanuel 

 
 
The gift of Love  
The prophet Isaiah speaks Ray 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign 
Look, the young woman  
is with child and shall bear a son,  
and shall name him Immanuel.  (Isaiah 7:14) 
 
We light this fourth candle for love Saide 
Nurturing mothering God,  
hold us tenderly in your loving embrace. 
Silence 
 
From the Gospel of Luke Ray 
The angel said, “This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!” (Luke 2:12-14) 
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We give thanks for the gift of love Saide 
a treasured gift to be held lightly 
and shared freely with all  
whose hearts are open and in need. 
God of love, like you may we spread our arms wide  
to embrace the world with love. 
 
An invitation to reflect on the gift of love Ian 
… 
Jesus said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” Jn 15:12 

We have seen the child among us 
O Emmanuel 
Christ declares God’s reign here for us 
O Emmanuel 
 

May we hear your voice within us 
O Emmanuel 
May we build your reign among us 
O Emmanuel 
O Emmanuel 

© Shawn Whelan 2019. Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. 

 

Response 
Installation Saide 
An invitation to reflect on the gifts of hope, peace, joy and love; to write a prayer on the cards 
provided and place them around the taper bowls and then to light a taper for person prayers 
while the musicians sang ‘Nothing is lost on the breath of God’. 

SONG:  Nothing is lost on the breath of God  
 

1.  Nothing is lost on the breath of God, 
nothing is lost forever, 
God’s breath is love, and that love will remain, 
holding the world forever. 
 No feather too light, no hair too fine, 
 no flower too brief in its glory; 
 no drop in the ocean, no dust in the air, 
 but is counted and told in God’s story. 
 
2.  Nothing is lost to the eyes of God, 
Nothing is lost for ever; 
God sees with love, and that love will remain, 
holding the world forever. 
 No journey too far, no distance too great, 
 no valley of darkness too blinding; 
 no creature too humble, no child too small 
 for God to be seeking, and finding. 
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3.  Nothing is lost to the heart of God, 
Nothing is lost forever; 
God’s heart is love, and that love will remain, 
holding the world forever. 
 No impulse of love, no office of care, 
 no moment of life in its fullness; 
 no beginning too late, no ending too soon, 
 but is gathered and known in God’s goodness. 

SONG:  Nothing is lost on the breath of God, © Colin Gibson, 1994,  
from Songs for a rainbow people, Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502 

 

Eucharist Ian 
Invitation 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We are the body of Christ 
 His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift our hearts to God. 

Let us give thanks to God who is Wisdom and Love. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Breathe in thanksgiving… 

And with the breath of thanksgiving let us cry out God’s glory: 

Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord  
Hosanna in the highest.  

We give thanks for our brother Jesus Christ,  
who on the night  
in which he was betrayed 
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
“This is my body, which is for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

In the same way also the cup, after supper saying:  
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this whenever you drink it, 
for the remembrance of me.” 

Come Holy Spirit,  
bring us to meet Christ  
in the sharing of this bread and wine.  
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Through Christ,  
with Christ, 
in Christ,  
all glory be to you, O God  
Source, Son and Spirit of love, 
now and for ever. 
Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the bread 

Christ is the bread of compassion, 
the food of heaven on earth. 

Christ is the cup of hope, 
wellspring of resurrection life. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Distribution 

Receive this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith with thanksgiving. 
Serving – bread and glasses 

Prayer after Communion 

The Peace 

SONG:  Infant Holy, TiS 292 
 

1.  Infant holy, infant lowly, 
for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing little knowing 
Christ the babe is Lord of all; 
swift are winging angels singing, 
nowells ringing, tidings bringing, 
Christ the babe is Lord of all, 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
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2.  Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, head the story, 
tidings of a gospel true; 
thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
praises voicing, greet the morrow, 
Christ the babe was born for you, 
Christ the babe was born for you. 

SONG:  Infant Holy, from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, Reproduced with permission  
under ONE LICENCE # 604502.  ALSO Reproduced with permission by CCLI license no. 247623 

 

Blessing Ian 
Paul writes, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” Rm 12:11 

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” Jn 14:27 

Jesus said, “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete.” Jn 15:11 

Jesus said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” Jn 15:12 

So as we celebrate the birth of Christ again this year  
may God uphold you with hope,  
bless you with peace, 
fill you with joy,  
and nurture you with love.  

From the Source, through the Son, by the Spirit.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 


