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December 2019 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation
Christmas Today
The angel says to the Shepherds, “Born to you TODAY is a Saviour.” Today is a 
big word in the Gospel of Luke. Because for Luke the gospel writer, the TODAY of 
Christmas is not confined to one turning of the earth. The gospel day on which the 
hope of God’s promise is born is a day for every day. 

The angel’s word, “TODAY” booms out of the Christmas story and echoes through 
the rest of the gospel and rest of time. It echoes first in the Nazareth synagogue as 
the adult Jesus stands up in his home town at the beginning of his public ministry 
and reads the prophecy of Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, … to bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, 
recovery of sight to the blind, freedom to the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour” (Luke 4:16-19). He then he 
preaches the shortest sermon in religious history: “TODAY this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (4:21). TODAY the poor 
hear good news, TODAY the captives are released, TODAY the blind see, TODAY the oppressed go free and the gracious favour of 
God is shown to the whole world. 

The word TODAY echoes next in the gospel as Jesus gathers people around him and heals and forgives in their midst. Awe and 
amazement seize the crowd, and they glorify God saying, “TODAY we have seen strange and wonderful things [Luke 5:26].” TODAY 
there is awe and amazement as God’s reign breaks in with healing grace. 

The next echo is on the road to Jerusalem where Jesus says, “TODAY I am on my way to Jerusalem – the city that kills the 
prophets.  O Jerusalem, how often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you were not willing! (Luke 13:32)” TODAY Mother Wisdom is rejected, even as she spreads her wings to gather her children in love. 
TODAY is also a day of rejection – there’s no room in the inn for the Mother Hen God. 

The next gospel echo of TODAY is in Zacchaeus’ house. When the short rich tax collector offers to give half his possessions to the 
poor and to pay back all whom he has defrauded fourfold, Jesus says, “TODAY salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:5). Yes, 
TODAY even the rich are saved in the giving away of their wealth for the lifting up of the poor. 

TODAY echoes next in the courtyard of the High Priest’s house as the cock crows and Peter remembers Jesus’ words, “TODAY 
before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly (Luke 22:61). TODAY there is denial, 
betrayal and abandonment, frailty and failure even among the faithful. 

But rejection and denial do not diminish the power of the gospel day of salvation for finally TODAY echoes from Golgotha, the 
place of the Skull, as a crucified criminal says, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And Jesus replies from 
his cross, “Truly I tell you, TODAY you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). TODAY we find union with God, even through the 
seeming failure of our Christmas hopes. 

The gospel day of salvation begins at the birth of Jesus. It is the day on which the reign of God, the commonwealth of love, draws 
near and breaks in. And as we follow it through the gospel, we see that day resonating with world transforming grace, with awe, 
forgiveness, liberation, justice, compassion, healing, and insight. It is marred by rejection and denial, abandonment and betrayal, but 
even in the darkest place the dawn from on high breaks and the light of love shines for those who sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death. This is the gospel day, a new dawn, and TODAY is that day, the day hope is born. 

Ian Ferguson



	  

	  

2

> Index

> Worship Calendar
Advent
The four Sundays of the season of Advent begins on 1st 
December.  Our worship during this season will draw on the 
readings from the prophet Isaiah in which we discovered layers 
of references to the created world.  We are delighted to be 
collaborating with the Olive Pesto and Sunday Morning Program 
in our preparations.  

Advent 4, 22nd December, the Sunday which offers the 
traditional theme of love will see us baptizing Arwin, second son 
of Alireza & Sahar Talebi, farewelling Daniel Broadstock as he 
prepares to go to England to teach for 12 months, receiving the 
offerings of the Advent choir and joining in Singing on the Steps 
after worship.

Christmas
Blue Christmas

Blue Christmas will be held on Sunday 15th December at  
2:00 pm.   This is a quiet service of reflection & meditation for 
people who want a space to grieve, 
remember loved ones who have 
died, look back over a difficult year, 
seek peace in troubled times or 
simply take some time away from 
the busyness of this particular time 
of the year.  

Please note the change of date from the November Olive Branch.

Christmas Eve Pageant

Join us on Christmas Eve at 7 pm for ‘Climate of Hope’.  We 
have an excellent script and an enthusiastic group of young 
people under the direction of Caitlin Mullen.  

If you would like to get involved, offer to help or have any 
questions about the pageant please contact:
• Saide Cameron (producer) 0407 096 743 
• Caitlin Mullen (director) 0411 033 153
• Dave Hall (rehearsals) 0417 310 128

Christmas Eve

We gather again at 11:30 pm to welcome in Christmas Day with 
candle light and a celebration of Holy Communion.  

Christmas Day

We celebrate the birth of Christ at our regular worship time of 
9:30am.

Photos from 2018 
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15. Reports:  Finance, Worship
16. Reports:  Worship
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18. Preaching Plan, Lectionary
19. December Diary
20. January Diary 

January
Ian will be on leave over three Sundays in January.  We will welcome three members of our congregations as preachers.

• Valetina Satvedi, 5th January 
Valentina is an ordained Anabaptist 
minister. 

• Geoff Thompson, 12th January 
Geoff is Co-ordinator of Studies - 
Systematic Theology at the Centre 
for Theology & Ministry

• Graeme Garrett, 19th January  
Graeme is a retired Anglican minister 
and author with a passion for the 
environment.

February See page 18
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> Worship Stories

65 years of Ministry
On Sunday 10th November Rev. (Deac) 
Jeanne Beale* presented Rev. Richard 
Collard with a certificate celebrating 65 
years of ordination.  Responding to this 
Richard shared a story about his first 
placement in the Mallee.  He had two 
manses situated 68 miles apart.  He lived 
in one manse 9 days at a time and 5 in the other.  Every second 
Sunday he preached his way back through four congregations.  
The placement included eight congregations, many of which 
Richard commented are only a memory now.

Richard commented that the church has 
changed over his 65 years.  He said that 
he was grateful for all the experiences 
from his 65 years of ordination and in 
relation to Brunswick UC commented 
‘I’m glad that Ian is our minister because 
I couldn’t keep up with all the twists and 
turns of the place’

Richard concluded saying ‘I’m grateful for all of the love and 
affection I’ve experienced here.  Thank you.’

* Jeanne is one of two Presbytery Ministers  
for the Presbytery of Port Philip West

Saide Cameron

All Saints Day

On Sunday 3rd November we welcomed Fiona Bottcher as 
our preacher and Rev. Janet Reus-Smit to preside over Holy 
Communion.  With All Saints Day having occurred just two days 
before we took the opportunity to remember the saints in our 
lives.  

Dave Hall and Saide Cameron spoke with the children about 
All Saints Day and who is or can be a saint.  We agreed that 
anyone can be a saint and that being a saint simply means that 
you ‘dwell with Christ’.  We also agreed that a saint doesn’t 
have to be someone who has died.  Dave spoke about a very 
special friend of his, Kirk Robson, who died in a car accident in 
2005.  He commented that he often senses Kirk near him and 
especially when he is making an important decision.  Saide 
talked about her Dad who died four years ago.  She shared a 
story that when her mother was deciding to sell their family 
home last year she felt that he was saying yes.  

We also talked about the Apostles Creed which offers us the 
very beautiful image of being surrounded by the communion of 
saints in the third part, particularly relevant as we prepared to 
gather for Holy Communion.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
and the holy, catholic Church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

The children were invited to bring photos and mementos of 
special people in their lives that they had brought and place 
them on the installation while everyone else was invited to write 
the name of the saints in their lives to bring down while we sang 

‘Heaven and earth’.  What followed was a beautiful and sacred 
time of remembering people we love and treasure in our lives.

Preparing to reflect on the Beatitudes in her sermon Fiona 
affirmed that in our Protestant tradition the word ‘saints’ refers 
to all believers.  Referring to Paul’s letter to the Ephesians Fiona 
said ‘So we remember and honour all those who have died, and 
also share with them the riches of God’s glorious inheritance 
as we are called to be “saints” - not because we are especially 
virtuous but because we are made holy simply by God’s will.’
Celebrating Holy Communion Janet opened the Great Prayer of 
Thanksgiving in thankfulness for the faithful and holy ones
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Service of Solidarity
On Sunday 24th November we offered a special service of solidarity with 
our LGBTIQ members.  In welcoming us to worship and introducing the service 
Ian Ferguson said ‘Welcome to this special service of solidarity with our LGBTIQ 
members, which in a way is not all that special. That’s because every time we 
worship here in this church we affirm that all people are made in the image of 
God, are children of God, that all sexualities and gender expressions are part 
of God’s good creation, that all are loved, welcomed and included as part of 
Christ’s family, we are the one body of Christ in our diversity. That is always 
true. Today we just highlight it and celebrate it.  And as part of that celebration, 
some of our LGBTIQ identifying members will lead us in different ways.  

In celebrating our unity in diversity today we acknowledge, confess and lament that the church of Jesus Christ has not always been a 
place of safety and belonging for all God’s beloved children. And so we want to recommit today to doing the work to ensure that this 
congregation of the church is a safe and loving place for you to be yourself.

We’ll be hearing a number of different readings from the bible today. As we know, particular verses from the bible, taken out of their 
literary and historical context, are regularly used to marginalise people according to their sexuality or gender expression. Today we 
are not going near those verses. Rather we will hear readings that emphasise some of the overarching themes of scripture, like: the 
divine love in creation through which we are all equal and beloved in God’s sight; justice and a central place for the marginalised; 
anti-legalism and the priority of grace and love in faith. All the good stuff, all the “yeses” and none of the “noes”. And to begin at the 
beginning, let’s hear that ancient affirmation of humanity’s relationship with its creator.

We listened as Lucy Hardman read from the Bible to introduce each part of the liturgy and Ian 
responded with words that illuminated the reading for us. We were offered a song, a story, a poem,  
a reflection and a prayer of lament by LGBQTI identifying members in response.  Read the liturgy here.  

Melvin Tan shared his story of 
coming out and his love of music.  
He sang ‘Sail into tomorrow’, 
a song which has a great deal 
of meaning for him.  Listen to 
his story and song here.  Read 
the words of the song in this 
powerpoint presentation.

Caitlin and Rachel shared the joyful story of their wedding (listen here) together with a presentation of photos from the celebration 
(view here).

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2019-11-24-Solidarity.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/sailing-into-tomorrow
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Sail-into-tomorrow.pptx
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Sail-into-tomorrow.pptx
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/our-wedding-story/s-a3hB2
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Caitlin-Rachel.pptx
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Tim Hoffmann offered a poem  
‘On the Edge’.  Listen  here.  

Anthony Hinds shared his story  
of the suffering he experienced  

through gay conversion therapy.   
Read the story ‘I am well but I am scarred’ 

on Anthony’s blog - particularity.blog.

Clare Keogh joined Ian 
to lead us in a Prayer of 
Lament and Confession 
which we concluded 
by praying ‘The Lord’s 
Prayer’.  In offering the 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
Ian sprinkled water 
over the congregation 
representing the tears of 
Christ.

Geoff Thompson offered Prayers of the People inviting us to pray in silence as he prayed.  He concluded ‘Above all we pray that 
our churches may be gospel communities living out the reconciling love of God, the acceptance of Christ, and a new order of 
righteousness and love where fear of difference is banished, where life is lived to its full, and where all can flourish as children of God.  
In the name of Christ, the saviour in whom all are reconciled. Amen’

Saide Cameron

Lucy and Ian blessed and sent us on our way with these 
words:

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
        1 John 4:7-8
Children of God, go in peace to love 
as you have been loved by God in Christ Jesus. 
Go to love God and your neighbour, 
knowing yourself beloved by the one
who made all things good.

And go with the blessing of God:
the Source of Life, 
the Word of Love, 
and the Spirit of Peace. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

If you are reading the printed version of the Olive 
Branch please visit the story on our website:  https://
brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/service-of-solidarity/ 

to access the recordings and other links.

https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/on-the-edge/s-x9DV4
https://particularity.blog
https://particularity.blog
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/service-of-solidarity/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/service-of-solidarity/
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> Pastoral Care News
Hospitality 
If you are new or newish to Brunswick Uniting Church (BUC) 
and would like to find a pathway to belonging or would like more 
information about what goes on at BUC, please make yourself 
known to the pastoral care hospitality team. We would love to 
assist you - Ian Ferguson, Jane Allardice, Ray Cameron, Sheila 
Calwell, Graham Lawrence, Clare Keogh and Michael Rigby.

At our recent meeting we noted that there have been quite a 
few more visitors than usual.  We were very pleased to have so 
many additional visitors to the Solidarity Service (24/11).  

Compassion 
It was a joy to welcome Rev. (Deac) Jeanne Beale to celebrate 
Rev. Richard Collard’s 65 years of Ministry after worship on 10th 
November.  We farewelled Cassie de Fillipo, returning to the US 
after completing her PhD, during worship on 17th November.

The prayer group are praying daily for those requesting prayers 
and if anyone would like to be prayed for, please contact anyone 
of the Compassion team (below).

We would invite anyone who wishes to receive assistance of 
any kind, or to be included in the Prayer Group (as prayed for or 
as a pray-er) please contact Ian Ferguson, Leanne Salau, Dani 
Chamberlain, Gwen Arnold or Glenice Cook.

Jane Allardice

Glenice Cook

November was a quieter month for community gatherings which 
is good because December has lots to offer.

Congregation Lunch

We enjoyed a delicious lunch of pastries, 
falafel and kibble balls from A1 Bakery 
after the Congregational Meeting 
on 24th November.  The meal was 
beautifully supplemented by lots of 
fresh fruit.  Thank you to everyone who 
assisted and contributed.

Community

Stewart Lodge Carols

Closer to home we support the residents of Stewart Lodge.  Our 
relationship has changed over the years.  Stewart Lodge Carols 
has been a significant event on our calendar throughout the 
relationship.

The event

You are invited to join in the fun of singing Christmas Carols and 
sharing supper on Wednesday 18th December, 6:30pm at 
Stewart Lodge, 85 Stewart St. Brunswick.  Please bring a plate 
of healthy supper to share.  Celebrate with the residents as they 
receive their gifts.

Preparation

Last year we chose to give the residents Woolworths Gift Cards 
instead of gift bags both for the ease of preparation and to 
give the residents the freedom to choose what they wanted or 
needed.  We also wrote personalised Christmas Cards.  This 
was so successful we are using the same process again.  Thank 
you to Jane Allardice for organizing the purchase of the gift 
cards.

The Olive Arts Collective are 
creating images for printing onto 
the Christmas Cards.  There will 
be a card writing session after 
worship on 8th December in 
the Olive Way.  Bring your pen 
and write 5 or 10 personalised Christmas cards.  Kirsty Bennett 
will be supporting this fun community activity.  

Donation

Donations to assist with the purchase of the gift cards will be 
invited through a retiring offering after worship on Sunday 1st 
December.  

Christmas Bowl Appeal

Our congregation’s support for this appeal is an excellent example of how our community supports 
communities beyond our doors.  We do this through our FUNdraising stalls and by making personal 
donations either using the envelopes or online.  See p9 for all the details

Saide Cameron

See the Worship Calendar, p2 for details of worship services



	  

	  

7

>JAM News

The Christmas season is soon upon us, and like every year it seems to creep out of nowhere to ambush us. It has felt a little bit 
rushed with some decisions needing to be made quickly. 

This year we have an exciting opportunity to combine our Christmas celebrations with 
Brunswick Salvos. A couple of months ago, the Salvos put out their feelers to the churches 
in Brunswick to see if there were any that wanted to join forces for their Christmas events. 
I leapt at this opportunity, for me it seems to make a lot of sense to work together rather 
repeating a similar kind of service. I have met a few times already with them to work out 
what our responsibilities will be and what we want to include on the day. 

Whilst we planned a later date in December we have had to bring things forward by a couple of weeks due to some scheduling 
issues, leaving a little less time for us to plan. For my part at least, the opportunity to work together outweighs any inconvenience 
that this might incur. It also means a change to the usual day that we would be holding it, shifting it to a Friday instead of the usual 
Wednesday event. I believe that combining our Christmas events sends a message to the community and to our guests, it says 
that we are in this together, that we are the body of Christ. Regardless of denominational tags we share a common goal, a common 
faith, a common vision, even when our practices may vary. It is, however, important that we thoroughly review the event and include 
the voices Olive Way guests and volunteers. 

So our end of year celebration will be held on Friday 13th December in the BUC hall. More details will be available in the coming 
weeks, keep an eye on the BUC Facebook page and the Olive Way page as the details are worked out. I will also be in on the odd 
Sunday to give some updates on how you can help out if you are looking to be involved.  
                   Peter Blair, Olive Way Pastor

Christmas shenanigans at Olive Way

Olive Way

We received a proposal from the Olive Way Steering Committee 
in relation to a trial relocation to the Main Hall in line with the 
report prepared by Belinda Seale of Haptic Spaces in 2018.  
Read the report here.  The OSWG identified four steps the 
following for steps to test the options:

1. Ask Belinda to reveiw her report, talk to Peter Blair re 
the urgent issues and provide a recommendation of 
the minimum scope of work that improve the current 
arrangement.

2. OSWC to review suggestions from Belinda

3. Peter and other OSWC members to seek responses from 
stake holders

4. OSWC to report to JAM and seek approval for the smaller 
scope of works (in lieu of trialling use of the main hall).

The committee has approved this four step process.

We were delighted to hear of the collaboration between the 
Salvation Army and Olive Way for the Christmas celebration.

Food Co-op

The Food Co-op remains closed to new members as the 
committee continues to work to address the larger numbers 
participating in pick-up day.  We noted that the Gardening 
workshop was well attended.  See page 9.

BUC Arts

We received three proposals for programs to be offered to the 
congregation.

1. Mechanics of the Eye - Priscilla Manthey 

2. Freedom through movement - Tonia Beggs 

3. Enjoying painting - Graeme Galloway

All three of these programs meet the intent of the Mission 
Statement of the BUC Arts committee and will therefore recieve 
free use of our space and public liability cover.  ‘

A new proposal format has been developed for people wishing 
to offer a program.  See BUCArts news, p8, for more information 
about the proposals and the new format.  The church calendar 
and resources of BUC ARTS committee are important factors 
when considering any applications.

Olive Arts

The JAM committee has written to the Olive Arts Collective 
inviting the artists to prepare a proposal for the creation of a 
mural on our storage sheds.  We hope that the resulting mural 
will be a visible way of telling our story to all who pass by.
The OAC has returned to Wednesdays and will continue on this 
day ongoing.  
The ArtStop program will now be an NDIS funded program 
offered on Tuesdays during term time. The program will continue 
to be supported by our congregation through use of the Youth 
Hall and storage space.

From the committee
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Workshops
We received three proposals for workshops to be supported by 
the committee.

1. Mechanics of the Eye - Priscilla Manthey will 
independently offer a second series of these very popular 
life drawing classes.  Priscilla will be supported by Joanne 
van Ravenswaaij and Jane Allardice who were keen 
participants in the first series which was auspiced by the 
BUC Arts committee

2. Freedom through movement - Dance Health Alliance - 
Tonia Beggs will be trialling workshops for retirees and/or 
adults with movement restrictions with the long term aim of 
providing ongoing weekly or fortnightly classes to attendees 
of the Olive Way.  This program will initially be auspiced 
by the BUC Arts committee.  Leanne Salau will provide 
support.

3. Painting with Enjoyment - Graeme Galloway.  This four 
week course offers 6 people the opportunity to engage with 
painting purely for enjoyment and none of the negativity that 
sometimes arises. Read here for more information about the 
series.  Please note that this program is for six participants 
only so please register your interest as soon as possible.  
This program will be auspiced by the BUC Arts committee.   
Ann Soo will provide support.  

BUC Arts Proposals
Our Mission Statement
BUC Arts aims to service the church in all areas: worship, faith, 
community and social action. This we do under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit who leads us to transformation and healing. Our 
mission is to be welcome to all where we celebrate and allow 
space for the exploration of artistic desire. In all that we do we 
both affirm our diversity, and endeavour to provide a sensitive 
and safe environment.

Arising from this we welcome ideas and proposals that invite 
and encourage creativity within and beyond our congregation.  
Ann Soo, Co-convenor Creative Leader, can assist in helping you 
developing your idea for submission to the BUC Arts committee.  
Please read the proposal format here.   
Contact Ann, 0422 842 244, for support.

Compost

After many years of trying to make 
the compost bins work and much 
soul searching we have accepted 
the Property Committee’s 
recommendation that the compost 
bins be removed.  Instead we 
will be asking all property users 

to put food scraps in the Green Bins provided by Council.  We 
are seeking the support of the Property Committee to have a 
permanent sign to this effect installed on the wall near the bins.  

FUNdraising
Our thanks to Helen Burnham, Lois Fitzgerald and other 
supporters for the Pop-up Op Shop offered over four Sundays in 
October-November.  The proceeds of the Op Shop and Linda’s 
plant tables, $810.50, will support art focussed CYYA programs 
including the welcome sign currently under development for 
those who access the church property from the Edward St. 
carpark.  The many many items not sold were donated to St. 

John’s 
Anglican Op 
Shop, West 
Brunswick.  
The 
volunteers 
were very 
grateful.

BUC Climate Group
We received a report indicating that 20 people are participating 
in the group and affirmed the Climate Crisis Declaration to be 
presented at the Congregational Meeting.
See the Congregational Meeting News for 
more information, p.
See also the new page (accessible via this 
button on the home page) on our website 
dedicated to the Climate Crisis.

Stewart Lodge Carols

Again we discussed our relationship with Stewart Lodge 
and in particular our long term responsibility for the Stewart 
Lodge Carols event.  After approaching other local churches 
we decided to seek support from the congregation to run the 
event.   Stewart Lodge Carols will be held on Wednesday 18th 
December, 6:30pm.  Donations will be invited after worship 
on 1st December 
to support the 
purchase of 
Woolworths Gift 
Cards for the 64 
residents.  See 
Community News 
p6 for information 
about preparing 
Christmas Cards.

BUC Arts News
Saide Cameron

Saide Cameron and Ann Soo

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Enjoy-painting.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Enjoy-painting.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/BUCArts-Proposals-2019.docx
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/buc-acknowledges-climate-crisis/
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Act for Peace Christmas Bowl Appeal
Celebrating 70 years - The Christmas Bowl appeal is a 
much-loved tradition through which 1,800 churches from 18 
denominations come together in a powerful demonstration 
of faith and love to help some of the world’s most vulnerable 
people.  It is our way of forging a loving connection between our 
Christian community here in Australia and people around the 
world who are experiencing dreadful hardship and suffering.   
      This year’s theme is (once again) ‘Love thy Neighbour’.

Every year we support the Christmas Bowl Appeal financially by 
buying beautiful craft, tantalizing treats and delicious preserves 
at the FUNdraising Stalls after worship, this year on 8th & 
15th December, and making our own tax-deductible donations  
either online or using the envelopes provided at worship 
(available in December).  Read here to find out what will be on 
offer.  You might even like to place an order.

All proceeds will 
support the projects 
sponsored by the 
Christmas Bowl.  
This year the projects identified are:
• Harvesting hope in Zimbabwe
• OfERR supporting SriLankan refugees to return home
• Finding joy in resilience (Tonga)
• Finding strength in love after fleeing Syria
• God’s love in action (South Sudan)

The stories for each of these projects will be featured weekly 
in the Ministry Stories blog on our website (scroll down to the 
bottom of the Home Page).  So far we have
• Celebrated 70 years of the Christmas Bowl, 24th November
• Learnt about conservation farming in Zimbabwe, Advent 1 

Food Co-op Vegie Gardening Workshop
In November Food Co-op members enjoyed a workshop on the topic of growing vegetables in the home garden. The special focus 
was soil health, compost and pests and disease.  We got to feel and smell various types of soil.  Kat Lavers,  a local sustainability 
advocate, was our presenter and the workshop was made possible by a grant from Australia Post staff community grants program.

Saide Cameron

Helen Rowe

https://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl/donation?s=CB19-WEB33
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Christmas-Bowl.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Christmas-Bowl.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/christmas-bowl/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/christmas-bowl-advent-1/
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ARRCC National Conference
Linda Wannan and Jamie Thom attended the ARRCC Australian 
Religious Response to Climate Change inaugural national 
conference on the weekend of 8-10 November that was held in 
Canberra at the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture, 
Charles Sturt University.

Participants were from diverse faiths from around Australia 
(city and country folk); as well as the many Christians (from 
a range of denominations), there were people of many other 
faiths including Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist and Brahma Kumaris. 
To be able to participate in prayers and meditations from 

many different tradition was in 
itself an interesting part of the 
conference, such as at the start 
of the conference on the Friday 
evening when Rabbi Jonathan 
Kerren-Black led a “Kiddush” to 
welcome the Shabbat, and Uncle 
Wally Bell, a Ngunawal man, gave 
a heartfelt welcome to country.

Speakers at the plenary sessions 
included Professor Lesley Hughes 
from Macquarie University and 

also the Climate Council of 
Australia framing the issue by 
presenting the science which 
leads to a mix of both hope and 
despair, and Dr James Whelan, 
a community educator and 
campaigner, spoke on creating a 
powerful faith network to tackle 
the climate emergency. There 
were also a range of workshops 
and small groups discussions 
generating ideas for future action.

Only a few young people were attendees at the conference 
as it clashed with school and university exams, but two very 
impressive young women, Tess Carlton and Aoibhinn Crimmins, 
came to speak about their experiences as school students 
organising the climate strikes in Canberra.

A full report of the conference by Thea Ormerod (ARRCC 
President) with more photographs is at:  https://www.arrcc.org.
au/report_from_national_arrcc_conference_november_2019

Linda Wannan

Rabbi Jonathan Jamie Thom and Linda Wannan

> Congregational Meeting
The Congregational Meeting was held after worship on Sunday 
24th November, attended by 46 people (recorded but possibly 
more) with 11 apologies offered.  The meeting was chaired by 
Kate Scull (Congregation Chair) with minutes taken by Saide 
Cameron (Congregation Secretary).

Ian offered an opening prayer that God would lead us into the 
work of the church and that God’s love might abound in the 
decisions we were to make.

The first agenda item was the Election of Elders.  All 10 
serving Elders will conclude their current terms at the end of 
this year.  Seven offered for further terms - Gwen Arnold, James 
Balsillie, Claire Foley, Karlien Kok, Helen Rowe, Amelia Ware, 
Shawn Whelan.  Three more people accepted nomination - Joel 
Hallinan, Jessica Kavansakul and Maxine Loynd.  After voting 
and scrutineering (by Ray Hardman and Mikul Denison) all ten 
nominees were declared elected.  You can read their profiles in 
the Congregation Meeting papers.

The next main agenda item was the proposal from the BUC 
Climate Action Group.  The meeting was invited to adopt 
the Declaration that:  BUC recognises that we are in a state of 
climate crisis that requires urgent action for climate justice by 
all levels of government, business, the community, as well as by 
individuals.  A panel of four members from the group (Shawn 
Whelan, Richard Arnold, Linda Wannan and Camilla Kasker) 
spoke to the proposal and responded to questions.  Shawn 
affirmed that the Church Council had offered its full support to 
the proposal at the November meeting.  The proposal was put 
and received consensus.  

Visit the new page (accessible via this button 
on the home page) on our website dedicated 
to the Climate Crisis for the full details of 
the proposal and the Congregation Meeting 
minutes for details of the panel presentation.

Shawn provided updates from Church Council:
• Council reports in the Olive Branch
• Paying attention to diversity 
• Merri Project
• Leaders Retreat in February
• Engagement with the local indigenous community.

Kate acknowledged and thanked concluding Elders:  Daniel 
Broadstock, Kimberly Fraser and Linda Wannan.

Ian offered a prayer of blessing as we moved into the rest of the 
day asking that God enthuse and encourage us in the work that 
we had committed to doing.

Saide Cameron

Camilla, Richard, Shawn, Linda,  Saide, Kate

https://www.arrcc.org.au/report_from_national_arrcc_conference_november_2019 
https://www.arrcc.org.au/report_from_national_arrcc_conference_november_2019 
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CM.papers.2019-11-24.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/buc-acknowledges-climate-crisis/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CM-Minutes-241119.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CM-Minutes-241119.pdf


	  

	  

11

> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News

Sunday Morning Program (SMP)

Communing with the saints, loving your enemies, yearning for 
God’s new creation and a celebration of diversity are the themes 
explored in the past month, in various ways at SMP. For the 
older group, we should explore a sponsorship from Tim Tam 
manufacturers. Belinda Jack hosted nine teens in her first ever 
group…(!). 

The Christmas Eve pageant rehearsals with Caitlin Mullen are 
going well – she’s put the challenge out for cast members to 

have memorised their lines by Sunday 
8 December. There are still a few jobs 
to fill, like operating the laptop, back 
stage, dressing up as a sheep, maybe 
some set design, singing in the choir, 
etc – so if you’d like to help, please let 
me know. Here’s a sneak preview of 
one of the Climate of Hope signs. Nice 
work, Oscar Batch and Hudson Coath.

During Advent, some of the SMP groups will 
be contributing to a rather large installation 
that will be taking shape in the church and 
tower window. No spoilers… 

Hi there BUC folks,  Here are a few snippets of the last month from my perspective: what has happened, things to look forward to, 
coming events, starting with the youngest…

Olive pips / playgroup

The next official Olive pips playgroup will take place in the new year. In the meantime, pre-schoolers can dress as a sheep, angel, 
etc for the Christmas pageant. If parents have any suggested improvements to the children’s corner in the worship space, please let 
me know. 

Youth Group

Laser Tag and Bowling was huge – 21 teens, plus 5 adult helpers. We broke from the usual Friday night timeslot, venturing in to 
Saturday night territory! The final official youth group is a pool party at Anita and Adrian’s on Saturday 8th December from 12:30pm 
but you are also very warmly encouraged to come along to 
the Christmas Eve pageant, 7pm at BUC, where a few of your 
youth group buddies will be in the cast. 

Climate Change 
is worse than 

brussel sprouts

> Culture of Safety Contact Person
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, you may report this in confidence so that support can be provided. You may 
speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact Person appointed by Church Council.  
Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised. Please contact Helen in person or by telephone at 
0423 009 813
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Older Group

Ian hosted an excellent session last Thursday night: pizza and a 
chat about life, Christian faith and the universe. Five “OG’s” were 
in attendance (aged 16 to 22). Two more sessions to go, with 
the option of a service of “confirmation”, and we could well offer 
them again next year. 

Michael Cameron and Dan Whelan also represented BUC at 
Amplify – a Uniting Church state-wide caucus for older teens 
/ young adults, listening to their hopes and dreams, and being 
inspired by people like Rev Kaylea Fearn and slam-poet Joel 
McKerrow. 

I’m keen to have a 
cuppa with more 
in the OG, just 
to listen to your 
hopes and needs, 
and what we 
might be able to 
offer. 

Student House

Oliver Sun has settled in well. In the next couple of months, 
Hannah Friebel and Sasha McGuigan will be moving in to the 
student house. Welcome Hannah and Sasha. More next month. 

We enjoyed a very 
good Student House 
dinner, exploring 
sacred ground 
(inspired a bit by 
my attendance the 
previous night at the 
U2 concert / open air 
worship with 60,000 
people). 

A lot of the students have had a very busy time completing 
assignments and sitting exams, so please pray for peaceful 
minds as they conclude their academic year. 

A country visit

A group of year 9 and 10 students from Balmoral in Victoria’s 
western district recently spent a week in Melbourne. They hung 
out at BUC for a day, visiting the Olive Way, our Arts program, 
the Orange Sky laundry, doing a scavenger hunt along Sydney 
Rd and enjoying our community lunch. The connection? Sasha 
McGuigan, who is about to move in to our Student House.

5-year review

The Children, Youth and Young Adult Committee is starting work 
on a review of our ministry and work, building on Julie Perrin’s 
report five years ago. If you’d like to share your thoughts as 
part of this review, and to help shape the next 5 years, please 
contact me directly, or Anita Major. 

Summer holidays

I’ll be taking some leave for family holidays in January: back on 
Jan 21 – there will still be some good activities to do in church 
over that time. 

Grace and peace, Dave Hall 
Pastor: Children, youth and young adults, 0417 310 128 

davebhall1373@gmail.com

> Merri Project
The Merri Project Steering Group is met on 30th November. Our 
focus was reviewing all the “Blue Sky Thinking” submissions we 
received from committees, groups and individual members of 
BUC, as well as from Uniting (who manage the AWSC and the 
Asylum Seeker Project currently located at Brunswick Baptist).

We’ll be making recommendations to Church Council about next 
steps – including whether any consensus is emerging about 
priorities for use of that part of our site. If you have a great idea, 
and haven’t shared it yet, feel free to talk with any member of 
the MPSG or Church Council. Shawn Whelan

> Happy Birthday
December: Louise Adams, Laurence Alvis, David Brown, Ben Calder, Andrew Calwell,  
Glenice Cook, Thomas Dan-U’ren, Mikul Denison, Gaia Kramer, Jacqueline Matthews,  
Wayne Matthews, Adam Moorhouse, Charlie Moorhouse, Hamish Moorhouse,  
Rachel Mullen-Beagley, Daniel Whelan

January: Gabriel Brown, Matilda Brown, Tameka Brown, Daniel Clough, Sheryll Coulson,  
Patrick Denison, Yvonne Groot, Lucy Hardman, Evan Kramer, Peter McKinnon,  
David Moorhouse, Linda Wannan, Joshua Winkler

mailto:davebhall1373%40gmail.com?subject=
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> Regular Events
BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.  Our next ride is likely to 
be sometime in January.  

For more information contact Graham Lawrence, 0408 617 416.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email  sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the fourth Sunday of the month.  
Everyone is welcome and you can come every month or just as 
you are available. If you are interested, or just want to know a 
little more, please contact Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
The Mulling Group (for 25-35ish aged people) meets (usually) on 
the first Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm.  We share a meal and 
conversation.  Contact Amelia Ware, 0428 143 800, for more 
information.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. 
The Olive Way will close for 2019 on Thursday 20th December 
and reopen on Tuesday 7th January.
• Meditation - Tuesday
• Writing Workshop - Tuesday
• Community Kitchen & Art programs - Wednesday 
• SROC (drama group) - Thursday
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 26th February 2019  
Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

At our final meeting 
for this year we shared 
some of the books that 
have inspired us this 
year, so armed with this 
list, we are planning to 
do lots of holiday reading 
in the next couple of 
months. We meet again on the 4th Wednesday in February – 
the book to be discussed will be confirmed in the new year.
If you are interested please contact:  
Faye: 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com or 
Christine: 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Talk Faith
An opportunity for informal discussion about a bible passage, 
time to get to know each other.  Thursday 12th December, 
7:30 pm @ The Manse (60 Blyth St, Brunswick).    Let Ian know 
if you would like to attend, 0438 547 842.  Read more.

Out and About Group 
Out and About is a monthly social group for older, active women 
and men.  We visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or 
coffee.  New members always welcome. Contact Helen Rowe 
for further information about this month’s activity.  
Ph. 0423 009 813 or email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com

Saturday Coffee
Join us at 2:30 pm on the first Saturday each month at a local 
café.  Very informal and all women are most welcome.   
Contact Leanne Salau, 9386 1484

Olive Pesto
At Olive Pesto we ‘Make, Learn, Laugh, Share’.  Come along to 
the Youth Hall on the second Saturday of the month,  
10am-noon.  Please note there will not be a meeting in January.  
Contact Linda Wannan, 0405 470 568.

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Distribution Day – Note the DATE - Saturday 14th 
December, 10 am - 12 noon in the Olive Way room.  

Members are asked to plan their shopping list and label 
containers before arriving at Distribution Day.  Scales will be 
available on the day to pre-weigh containers. Further information 
from Helen 0423 009 813. 

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/talk-faith-3/
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> Reports
Church Council

EMBATTLED COUNCIL SECRETARY FACES IMPEACHMENT

Church Council Secretary Daniel Broadstock is facing growing calls for impeachment 
following revelations of misconduct from an anonymous whistle-blower. 

In recent weeks, BUC has been rocked by explosive testimony alleging that the Secretary 
offered Barkly Square McDonald’s a lucrative sponsorship deal with the Olive Way, in 
exchange for personal discounts at their store. A call summary released by Church Council 
quote the Secretary as saying: ‘Look, I’d love to get McDonald’s branding all over the Olive 
Way. I’d like you to do me a favour though…’ 

Secretary Broadstock has fiercely denied the allegations. ‘That transcript was PERFECT! 
This is SECRETARIAL HARRASSMENT!!’, he tweeted from his personal account on Sunday 
night.

Opinion on the subject is fiercely divided. ‘The Secretary’s middle name is corruption,’ said Midas Brindle, a local tofu farmer. ‘It’s 
time for him to go.’ 

‘Rubbish,’ argues Hereford Forsythe, a retired tobacco executive. ‘Corporate sponsorship is exactly what the Olive Way needs. 
Anyway, you can’t see into his brain. How do you know what his intentions were?’

Rumours continue to swirl that the Secretary will announce his resignation in the coming weeks. But the question must be asked – 
can BUC ever truly be brought back together?

Culture of Diversity

We are continuing to dedicate significant time to thinking 
through how our congregation can celebrate, welcome, and be 
enriched by diversity of all kinds in our congregation. We see 
genuine diversity in many areas of the life of our congregation, 
but we want to proactive in making sure that diverse people are 
safe, valued, and recognised in our community. To that end, we 
have resolved to:
• Re-establish regular communication with the elders of BUIC.
• Take action individually to build bridges and deepen 

relationships with and between diverse people in the 
congregation, and to make space to discuss this at Church 
Council meetings on a regular basis.

• Establish further concrete goals in this area at our 2020 
retreat.

We’d like to challenge all our members to think about reaching 
out to people in our community they don’t usually mix or come 
into contact with. Often we think that diversity means helping 
different people come to us. It can also go in the other direction!

Climate Crisis Declaration

The Climate Action Group presented Church Council with a 
proposal to follow the lead of other churches and organisations 
in declaring a Climate Crisis and developing a plan of action to 
become a carbon positive church. 

We strongly the endorsed this proposal and recommended its 
adoption to the Congregational Meeting held on 24 November.

The care and protection of Creation is at the heart of how we 
believe our faith leads us to engage with the world as a Christian 
community.  We will be working with the Climate Action Group 
to develop and implement an action plan that is commensurate 
with the scale of the challenge presented by climate change, 
and we encourage all BUC members to prayerfully consider how 
you can join us in this missional work.

In other news, Church Council has addressed the following in November:

Daniel Broadstock
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Finance Committee
ANSWERS TO THE FINANCE QUICK QUIZ.

In memory of the late John Clark of Brunswick.

Last month’s Quick Quiz elicited numerous quizzical responses, each 
addressed below. 

Congratulations must go to W.C. Handy of The Property Committee, 
and Olive Wayss of Berwick, who both scored the max 3.

1. A) JESUS OF NAZARETH was correct. While B) SHAWN WHELAN and C) MAL ROWE have redeeming powers when it comes 
to withdrawing money out of U Ethical, neither is likely to be the person referred to by Charles Wesley in the hymn “ Guide Thee 
Oh Thou Great Redeemer”. And besides, the answer is always Jesus.

2. MEUSLING is the act of preparing, sharing and eating muesli and MULESING is a disputed means of preventing flystrike on 
sheep. So, “The monthly meet-up of young people around 25-40 who bring food and wine to share and discuss an issue of 
religious, spiritual or theological significance”, can, by reductio-ad-absurdum, only be C) MULLING.

3. INCORRECT. This sentence is incorrect: “The correlation between the size of the BUC Sunday collection and the presence (+) or 
absence (-) of the liturgist words ‘For the work of the church and for the aid of the poor’ is Negative or Zero“.  
It is Positive. Well spotted, W.C. Handy, I.C. Patterns of Princes Hill and of course Olive Wayss of Berwick.

Brunswick UC Finance wish you the gifts of Christmas – Hope, Peace, Joy and Love – and look forward to seeing you over the 
Advent season and into the New Year,

Linda Wannan (Treasurer), Abi Benham-Bannon (Finance Co-ordinator), Sasha McGrath (Finance Clerk)  
Emanuel Datt, Naomi David and Mal Rowe (Finance Committee)

Worship Committee
For opening worship at our November meeting Natalie invited us 
to reflect on the song ‘This Little Babe So Few Days Old’ which 
her choir will be singing soon.  She highlighted the contrasts 
between militaristic images and the vulnerability of God, born as 
a baby.  She offered a prayer for God’s blessing as we prepared 
to celebrate the vulnerability of God.

We reflected on the worship offered in the preceding weeks and 
noted that
• the bike ride in the worship space was effective fund and 

also - no disasters!! (20/10)
• Blessing of the Bikes is still so well supported
• hearing from Martin Luther King and Desmond Tutu is 

always a good (27/10)
• we appreciated Kirsten Parris’ sermon with the inspiring 

question ‘Could you be a prophet?’
• the All Saints Day installation was a beautiful opportunity to 

celebrate the saints in our lives (3/11)
• Fiona’s sermon ‘God moments’ allowed us to reflect on 

the Beatitudes and skillfully brought a number of threads 
together for All Saints Day

• in the conversation with the children about loving your 
enemies we received the gift of Felix commenting that he 
prays for the boy who bullies him (10/11)

• how much we appreciated Ian’s sermon about costly grace 
reflecting on Bonheoffer and Baghdadi

• we definitely all love kangaroos (17/11) with photos from 
Ian’s holidays helping us all to remember that ‘God brings 
new things’ 

• Ian’s sermon ‘Do you believe in a creator?’ reminded us of 
our calling to be signs of the new creation.

We also discussed:
• plans for shortening the lectern - and yes it is actually going 

to happen
• plans for Advent including a collaborative installation with 

Olive Pesto & SMP, families reading the Advent Litany, 
Shawn’s new song

• plans for Christmas including Blue Christmas, the pageant, 
a Real Estate Board, postcards and a Tower Room window 
display

• using the Christmas Bowl resources
• our goals for 2019 which were 

• the worship calendar for December, January and February
• dates and plans for our next three meetings including 

planning for Lent (already!)

1. Nurture new liturgists and prayer leaders
2. Nurture our young people, children & teenagers
3. Engaging our senses in worship
4. Embrace and enrich our daily worship life

Pageant rehearsal
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3/11 All Saints Day, Luke 6:20-31, Ephesians 1: 11-23 Dave and Saide spoke with the children 
about All Saints Day exploring the idea of what a saint is and who can be a saint.  We created 
an installation on which everyone was invited to place cards or photos or other mementoes to 
remember the saints in their lives (see p 3 for more).

Fiona Bottcher (member of our congregation and Exit candidate for the Ministry of Deacon) invited us 
to reflect on the Beatitudes in her sermon ‘God Moments’.  Fiona began by commenting on all Saints 
Day contrasting the Roman Catholic and Protestant traditions.  She affirmed that ‘We are all saints 
and sinners, in living and in death, inheriting God’s glorious riches here, as we are, no less, no more.’

Explaining that Jesus was looking up and talking to the disciples Fiona said ‘one way we might think 
of these blessings and curses is as a set of values, an ethos that shapes how people are to understand 

God, themselves, and the world, rather than “how-to” instructions.’  She explored the political implication 
of these teachings then and now.  Fiona also shared a story of a conversation about her son Jack and 
the perception of the other person that their situation was sad.  She commented ‘In Luke, Jesus turns 
this way of thinking up-side-down. Pity is turned on its head and the poor, the hungry and the weeping 
are included, empowered and liberated.’  Fiona went on to share a story from Tim Costello’s book Hope 
in which she said ‘he also challenges the way we use the word “poor” and asks: Who are the poor in this 
world?’

Fiona concluded ‘We stretch our imaginations and sing to the Lord a new song, so that our “saints” 
include not only our brothers, sisters, grandparents and parents, aunts, and uncles, lovers and friends, 
the living and the dead, those whose names we bring forward today, but also those people who are 
vulnerable, those society routinely forgets about — or worse, takes advantage of. We open our doors 
and our hearts so that they can teach us about community, grace, peace and love. And because 
Jesus says woe to those who keep their riches, their fullness, and their laughter to themselves.’

We celebrated Holy Communion, presided over by Janet Reus-Smit, (member of our congregation 
and retired minister).  

10/11 Pentecost 22, Luke 6:27-36, Psalm 17:1-15 Ian and Dave discussed ‘loving your enemy’ 
with the children with the punch line being delightfully subverted by some very switched on young 
people.  They talked about how difficult it can be and said that ‘the challenge of faith is to work on 
these things.’  Ian explained that ‘In order to love like god we need God’s help, that Jesus tells us to 
be like God, to be merciful like God is merciful’.

Ian’s sermon Bonheoffer and Baghdadi offered us the opportunity to reflect on loving our enemies. He said ‘today I want to invite 
the German theologian Dietrich Bonheoffer to help us reflect on the death of the Iraqi terrorist Abu Baqir El Baghdadi.’  Ian began by 
sharing the circumstances of Baghdadi’s death and the US President’s subsequent announcement of it.  To address the complex 
questions surrounding the killing of Baghdadi Ian shared that ‘Dietrich Bonheoffer reckons when it comes to questions like that – to 
kill or not to kill, to use violence or not to – there are no rules to follow, no rules to hide behind, no moral certainty to govern our 
action, no simple right or wrong.  And he should know about such dilemmas being the pacifist Christian minister who joined the plot 
to assassinate Adolph Hitler during WW2.’   Ian went on to share the story of Bonheoffer’s role in the failed plot to assassinate Hitler.  
He shared Bonheoffer’s reflections on killing, doing evil, being merciful, ethics, guilt, being like God, hope and grace.  Ian affirmed 
that ‘Being like God boils down to one thing – love.  Love God, love your neighbour as yourself, love your enemies.’  Ian shared 
Bonheoffer’s distinction between cheap grace and costly grace.  He said ‘Cheap grace means receiving God’s forgiveness but not 
being transformed by it, not changing our lives because of it. ... costly grace confronts as a gracious call to follow Jesus.’

Ian shared his fear for our society and our world ... ‘an acceptance of killing’.  He concluded ‘The question is how should we be 
before God.  Perhaps like Bonheoffer in his dying we might respond to the death of Baghdadi on our knees in prayers.  We might 
pray ‘Merciful God, if this had to be done then we are sorry.  We 
are sorry that we created a world where violence begets more 
violence.  By your grace have mercy on us, have mercy on us.  
Have mercy on us and help us to be merciful.  Help us to love. 

We followed the sermon with our Prayers of Confession, offered 
by Kirsty Bennett as we sang ‘Kyrie eleison’ in response.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-3-11/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/god-moments/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/8064-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/bonhoeffer-baghdadi/
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17/11 Pentecost 23, Isaiah 65:17-25, Luke 21:5-19 Ian delighted us all sharing a series 
of photos of kangaroos he had taken on his recent weekend away with the children.  
Commenting on the reading from Isaiah ‘For I am about to create new heavens and a new 
earth’ he invited all of us to respond ‘God brings new things’ as we celebrated all the new 
things God is bringing into being.

In his sermon ‘Believing in a Creator’ he invited us to ponder on the question ‘Do you 
believe in a Creator?’.  We were treated to a second series of kangaroo photos.  Ian 
commented on the first Europeans experiences of encountering these ‘bizarre’ creatures, 
an example of the ‘brave new world, a different creation’ that Australia was to the Europeans.  He said that this is what Isaiah 
presents in today’s reading, ‘A wonderful new world that is yet strange and different and perhaps disturbing.’  He explained the 
context of the reading from Isaiah, the experience of the Exiles returning to a home that is new and unfamiliar commenting that ‘The 
God who meets the people in their disrupted homeland is the creator of the new, the one who brings new things, the same creator 
who made all that is in the beginning.’

Ian offered us the ‘yes but’ of the way in which ‘our Creator works to bring that (promised) newness’ saying ‘Believing in a creator 
gives me hope to live that newness into being even now amidst the fiery chaos that engulfs us.’    He concluded ‘So Christ’s people 
here we are.  And you know I think we are called to be like kangaroos.  Like kangaroos from the perspective of the colonial gaze.  
Here we are called to be signs of God’s new creation, called to be something strange and 
different and new so that people might look at us here and say ‘who are these strange 
creatures?  They look like humans but there is an excess of peace among them.  There’s 
more love and more joy than we are used to and that we might expect.  There is a radical 
harmony among them as if dingoes and joeys were friends or wolves and lambs.  It’s a bit 
disturbing frankly, and disruptive to the status quo.  I’m not sure how comfortable I am with 
it seeing these people here.  But I’ll say this – something new is clearly happening here.  Is 
that us friends?  Could that be us – signs of the new creation?  Do you believe in a Creator, 
the creator of the new?’

Later in the service we farewelled Cassie de Fillipo.  Cassie has been with us for four years while 
working on her PhD which she has now finished.  Cassie will travel through New Zealand and Europe 
before returning home to America to look for work.  (Cassie’s Phd was in Development Studies at 
the University of Melbourne in which she analyzed the performances of masculinity in Thai culture, 
particularly in regards to sexuality and sexual behaviours.)

Cassie shared here gratitude for thee wonderful home community she had found at Brunswick UC, 
which she said was ‘a place of grace and love and what more can you ask for when you go to a 
different country’.  Ian prayed a blessing on her and we say ‘For you deep stillness’.

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-17-11/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/believing-in-a-creator/
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

December 1
Advent 1

Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

December 22
Advent 4

Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

December 29
Christmas 1

Ian Ferguson

December 8
Advent 2

Ian Ferguson December 24
Christmas Eve

Ian Ferguson, 7:00 pm
Pageant

January 5
Christmas 2

Valentina Satvedi
Holy Communion

December 11
Advent 3

Ian Ferguson, December 24
Christmas Eve

Ian Ferguson, 11:30 pm
Holy Communion

January 12
Baptism of Jesus

Geoff Thompson

December 15
Blue Christmas

Ian Ferguson, 7:30 pm
Holy Communion

December 25
Christmas Day

Ian Ferguson January 19
Epiphany 2

Graeme Garrett

Advent
A season of preparation, beginning on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, in which the Church 

recalls its hope and expectation in the coming of Christ, past, present and future.

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading               Gospel C
1/12 Advent 1 Is 2:1-5 Ps 122 Rom 13:11-14   Mt 24:36-44 P
8/12 Advent 2 Is 11:1-10 Ps 72:1-7,18-19  Rom 15:4-13   Mt 3:1-12 P
15/12 Advent 3 Is 35:1-10 Ps 146:5-10 Jas 5:7-10   Mt 11:2-11 P
  or Lk 1:46-55       
22/12 Advent 4 Is 7:10-16 Ps 80:1-7,17-19  Rom 1:1-7   Mt 1:18-25 P

Christmas
The Christmas - Epiphany season includes Christmas Eve/Day and the twelve days of Christmas.  It 
recalls the stories of the birth and infancy of Christ.  The church in this time celebrates the 
wonder of the incarnation; the season concludes with Epiphany.

Date Day First Reading  Psalm   Second Reading  Gospel   C
25/12 Christmas Day 1 Is 9:2-7 Ps 96   Titus 2:11-14  Lk 2:1-14 (15-2) W

      Christmas Day 2 Is 62:6-12 Ps 97   Titus 3:4-7  Lk 2:(1-7) 8-20 W

      Christmas Day 3 Is 52:7-10 Ps 98   Heb 1:1-4(5-12) Jn 1:1-14  W

29/12 Christmas 1 Is 63:7-9 Ps 148   Heb 2:10-18   Mt 2:1-12  W

5/1 Christmas 2  Jer 31:7-14 Ps 147:12-20 Eph 1:3-14  Jn 1:(1-9),10-18 W
6/1 Epiphany  Is 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-7, 10-14  Eph 3:1-12   Mt 2:1-12   W

After Epiphany
A period in which the Church reflects on the manifestation of Christ to all people. The Baptism of the Lord is the first Sunday of this period. On the 
last Sunday, we hear the readings for the Transfiguration of the Lord. The length of this period varies depending on the date of Easter.
Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
12/1 Baptism of Jesus Is 42:1-9  Ps 29  Acts 10:34-43  Mt 3:13-17   W
19/1 Epiphany 2 Is 49:1-7  Ps 40:1-11  1 Cor 1:1-9  Jn 1:29-42  G
26/1 Epiphany 3 Is 9:1-4  Ps 27:1, 4-9  1 Cor 1:10-18  Mt 4:12-23   G
2/2 Epiphany 4 Mic 6:1-8 Ps 15 1 Cor 1:18-21 Mt 5:1-12  G

> Worship Calendar
February
2nd February - Holy Communion & All Age Worship

9th February - Sunday Morning Program  
            Blessing & Commissioning

16th February - Elders Commissioning (tbc)

23rd February - Student House Blessing,  
  followed by AGM & Lunch

26th February - Ash Wednesday, 7:30pm

March
1st March - Lent 1, Holy Communion,  
        followed by Sydney Rd. Street Party

8th March - Lent 2

15th March - Lent 3

22nd March - Lent 4, Welcoming Ceremony

29th March - Lent 5



December Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Advent 1 December 1 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       HC 
11:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
11:15 – Climate Action G’p 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

Christmas Celebration 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
11:00 – Meditation  
 
 
7:00 – Mulling 
7:30 – Property Committee 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
10:00 – Olive Arts 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Exploring Faith 

 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
 
10:00 – Olive Pesto 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

Advent 2 8 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
10:45 – CB Stalls 
11:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
12:30 – Youth Group 
1:30 – Book Launch 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:45 – JAM Committee 

 10 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
11:00 – Meditation  
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 11 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
10:00 – Olive Arts 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 

 12 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Talk Faith 

 13 
 

 
12:00 – Olive Way  

Christmas 
 
  

 14 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent 3 15 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
10:45 – CB Stalls 
11:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 17 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
11:00 – Meditation  
 
 
 
 

 18 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
10:00 – Olive Arts 
 
 
 
6:30 – Stewart Lodge Carols 

 19 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 20 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 – Carols for 

Compassion 

 21 
 
 
 
 

Advent 4 22 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
11:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
11:15 – Singing on the Steps 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 24 
 
 
3:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
 
 
7:00 – Pageant 
11:30 – Holy Communion 

Christmas Day 25 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
 
 
 
 

 26 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 27 
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 29 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 31 
 
 
 
  
 

January 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 – Worship Committee 
 

 3 
  

 4 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

 



January Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 5 
9:30 – Valentina Satvdedi   

HC 
 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 

 8 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
 
 
 

 9 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 10 
 

 
 
 
  

 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 12 
9:30 – Geoff Thompson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 14 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 15 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
10:00 – Olive Arts 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 

 16 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 18 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 

 19 
9:30 – Graeme Garrett 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 21 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 22 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
10:00 – Olive Arts 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 

 23 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 24 
 
 
 
 
 

 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 26 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 29 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
10:00 – Olive Arts 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 

 30 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 31 
  

February 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
10:00 – Olive Arts 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
7:30 – Worship Committee 

 6 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
  

 8 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

 


	December 2019
	December Diary
	January Diary

