Fourth Sunday of Advent
Finding strength in love after fleeing Syria
How do we share God’s unconditional love with those who have suffered
unimaginable violence? Through the Christmas Bowl, you are helping Syrian
refugees like Rima and her family to rebuild their lives, and to heal from the
trauma they’ve endured.
When their city of Hama came under siege, Rima and her husband Kateb fled for
Jordan with their children. As they were trying to escape the shelling and shooting,
chemical missiles were fired by warplanes. The chemicals caused suffocation,
paralysis and nasal bleeding, and one of their young sons was killed in this horrific
attack.
The family arrived in Jordan with no possessions and a
heavy load of grief. They’d lost their beloved son and most
of their relatives in Syria. They were living in a tent in a
refugee camp, trying to start over with nothing. Rima said:
“We’d left our home, where we had beautiful memories and
everything we needed. Then we were trying to care for our
children in tents, where snakes were coming in.”
In the camp, Rima’s family had no way to provide for
themselves. But they were brave and resilient and have
found the strength to carry on. They are now living in a tent,
in a camp outside Amman, where they are able to access
support including food packages and hygiene kits from Act
for Peace’s partner in Jordan, the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees.
Life for refugees in Jordan is still incredibly difficult. Rima worries for her children,
especially her older ones who are shy and withdrawn after years of terrible trauma.
But Rima has found strength in your love, and in her love for her children.
Through the support of the Christmas Bowl, Rima has joined a production kitchen
program for women in the camp. She now brings in a small income for her family by
selling Kubbeh, a Syrian food that she makes from her grandmother’s recipe. Her
children are also able to attend workshops that your gifts help make possible, where
they can sing, paint, and share stories to lighten the pain.
“I am strong because of love. I want my children to be in a better place, to study so they
change their present and create a better future.”
Will you please give to the Christmas Bowl, and turn your love into action for
families like Rima’s?

