> Holy Week 2018
Palm Sunday
Holy Week began with worship on Palm Sunday, 25th March and included our
Ecumenical service at St. Ambrose Catholic church.
Ian invited the children to listen to the story of Palm Sunday accompanied by the
sounds of Lent. We remembered the wilderness place where the journey began
with the whirlies. Then how hard the journey can be and how Jesus said ‘you’ve
got to take up your cross and follow me’ with the rhythm sticks. Ian reminded
us that the journey is also one of love adding in the tingling sound of joy with the
triangles and then whispering ‘God so loved the world’. And on the final Sunday in
Lent we learning the Brunswick Alleluia, written by Elaine and Julia Potter.
Ian wove these sounds into the Palm Sunday story with the rhythm sticks
reminding us of donkey hooves, the triangles speaking of the people’s joy at Jesus
entry into Jerusalem and the whispering of Hosanna getting louder and louder.
Ian concluded ‘So here we are with Jesus in Jerusalem with the joy, and the
donkey that is coming, and part of that whole journey from the wilderness to
Easter. We’re on that journey
together. So let’s do the whole
Palm Sunday symphony together.’
You can listen to the story and
symphony here.
We set off then to follow our
Anglican neighbours from Christ
Church together led by a gentle
and beautiful donkey. At St.
Ambrose we sang hymns led
by our BUC musicians and
participated in the familiar Palm
Sunday litany led by clergy and
representatives of our five local
denominations - UCA, Anglican,
Baptist, Catholic and Salvation
Army.
After the service we returned to
BUC with our Baptist neighbours
to conclude worship being led
in song by Phil Hudson from
the Baptist congregation with
the ‘Covenant of Love’ which
he had co-written with their
congregation at their recent
church camp and sharing Prayers
of the People.

You can read our Palm Sunday Prayers
on our website.
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> Holy Week
Maundy Thursday

On Maundy Thursday, 29th March, we gathered to
remember Jesus last evening meal with his disciples. We
prepared to listen accompanied by Peter Blair’s beautiful
classical guitar playing. Ian offered this introduction ...

meal. And here we will remember the way Jesus surprised his
disciples by washing their feet and telling them to do likewise in
a spirit of humble service. We will wash one another’s feet and
share a holy meal. Then as the darkness deepens, we will follow
Jesus into the night that led to his death.

Today we continue our worship journey into the ending and new
beginning of Jesus Christ’s life. Tonight, tomorrow morning and
twice on Sunday we remember and meditate on the events of his
death and resurrection.

After listening to John 13:1-17 and praying, from the Gathering
Space we moved to the chapel spaces to have our feet washed
and wrote one word prayers on olive leaves which we floated in
the Baptismal font for ‘we don’t know the direction in which our
prayers or our journey will take, but the spirit carries them’.

Tonight we gather to enter into the story of the last night that
Jesus had with his disciples. They came together to enjoy a

We celebrated Holy Communion using the
Prayer of Thanksgiving that Ian had written for
the Nourish series, a simple and beautiful prayer
in which we responded with the phrases ‘Thank
you God!’, ‘Remember me’ and ‘Come Holy
Spirit’.

Turning to Matthew’s gospel we participated in
a Tenebrae remembrance of Jesus last hours in
the Garden of Gethsemane read by Kirsty, Ray
and Amelia as they extinguished the candles
while we sang the response ‘Shadows lengthen
into night’.

Ian invited us to share
Christ’s peace and
depart in silence and
to return again on
Good Friday and Easter
Sunday.

	
  

You can read our Maundy Thursday Prayers on our website.
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> Holy Week
Good Friday

Worship on Good Friday, 30th March, was shaped by ‘The Seven Words from the Cross’. Ian explained that the four gospels
record Jesus saying seven things while on the cross. Each word was accompanied by a soundscape (using the recordings from our
Lent listening) and projections onto a moving curtain with Kirsty reading the relevant verses. With each reading Ian asked ‘What do
you hear? What do you see? ...’ We sang in response.

First Word - The Word of Forgiveness. Luke 23:34 – Father, forgive them. They do not know what they are doing.
Followed by ‘O Christ Lamb of God’

Second Word - The Word of Salvation. Luke 23:43 – Today you will be with me in paradise.
Followed by ‘Jesus remember me’

Third Word - The Word of Relationship. John 19:26–27: Woman, here is your son… Here is your mother.
Followed by Prayers of the People with ‘Our God who weeps’

Fourth Word - The Word of Abandonment. Mark 15:34: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Followed by the Reproach	
   of the Cross with ‘O my people what have I done’.
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Fifth Word - The Word of Distress. John 19:28 – I am thirsty

Sixth Word - The Word of Triumph. John 19:30 – It is finished
Followed by the Veneration of the Cross with ‘Were you there?’.

Seventh Word - The Word of Reunion. Luke 23:46 – Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.
Followed by ‘My song is love unknown’.

Ian concluded ‘With the women who followed him, let us continue listening and watching. What will we hear? What will we see?
Watch and listen as our worship continues prayerfully in our hearts for the rest of today and tomorrow. This is not the end of this
service, it comes to fulfilment in the great celebration here on Easter morning at Dawn 6:30 and then our 9:30 am Holy Communion
service.
He invited us to exchange a silent sign of peace and solidarity saying ‘Go in peace. As Christ has loved you, love one another.’
You can read our Good Friday Prayers on our website.

	
  

9

> Holy Week
Easter Day - Dawn Service

We gathered at dawn on Easter Sunday, 1st April, in the
Easter Garden singing ‘Were you there when they crucified my
Lord?’ singing the final verse ‘Were you there when he rose from
out the tomb?’ as Ian lit the fire and then prayed.

Singing our ‘Brunswick Alleluia’ we followed the new Christ
Candle to the church where the candle was lit at the entrance
using a coal from the fire.
In the Gathering space we prayed and participated in a
Remembrance of Baptism, dipping our hands into the waters
of the baptismal font. We lit tapers praying for the world, the
church and those we love in celebration of the risen Christ.

We listened to the story of Jesus’ resurrection from the Gospel
of John and joyfully responded to Ian’s proclamation ‘Christ is
risen. He is risen indeed.’

You can read our Dawn Service Prayers on our website.

Easter Day - Breakfast
After worship we enjoyed a
light and delicious breakfast of
croissants, pikelets, jam, cream
and fresh fruit. It was lovely
to share a meal together and
have people offer to help with
preparation on the spot.
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> Holy Week
Easter Day - Holy Communion

Worship on Easter Day, 1st April, opened with our Lenten sound scape calling us to a moment of stillness as we crowded into the
Gathering Space. Our celebration of the Risen Christ began with the spine tinglingly beautiful ‘The tomb is empty. Sing alleluia’. As
in the Dawn service we responded to the Easter proclamation ‘Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.’ As we held out our hands Ian
lit the Christ Candle reminding us of the time of listening and the music we had created during Lent. We moved into the worship
space singing our ‘Brunswick Alleluia’ - the joyful conclusion to our Lenten journey.

We listened to the story of Jesus’ resurrection from the Gospel of Mark and prayed. Ian spoke with the children about how the
curtain represents the sadness of the Good Friday story. Ian and Saide flew the curtain up, over the children and back again a few
times transforming the curtain to represent the joy of Jesus’ resurrection. We used our Lenten sounds to tell the Easter story with
the whirleys reminding us of the women approaching the tomb, the rhythm sticks representing the hard feelings and question ‘Who
will roll away the stone?’, the triangles acknowledging the presence of the young man dressed in a white robe and our shared
whispering ‘He is risen’ growing louder to tell out our joy. We set the table with the elements for Holy Communion surrounding
it with the beautiful floral arrangements prepared by Jenny Hunter and Valmai Brunlow. The children took butterflies and other
activities to complete in their
seats. Later after the sermon
the butterflies were added to our
Easter Garden. We celebrated
Holy Communion in one big joyful
circle around the whole space.
(We used every glass in all four
trays and almost the entire loaf of
bread!!)

You can read our Easter Day Prayers and listen to Ian’s
sermon ‘God’s Foolishness’ on our website.
A brief summary of the sermon can be found on page 24.
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