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> Palm Sunday
We began Palm Sunday, 20th March, at BUC and then set off to join the 
Brunswick Baptist, St. Ambrose Catholic, Christ Church Anglican and Brunswick 
Salvation Army congregations for our Palm Sunday Ecumenical service.  The 
Baptist congregation returned with us.  Ian and Litha offered greetings.  

We acknowledged Nowruz, the Persian New Year. Behzad explained the various 
symbols and their significance.

Ian wrote Prayers of the People in response to these symbols.  The prayers were 
offered by Helen from BUC and Ilsa from the Baptist congregation.  

You can find a copy of the Prayers of the People 
with images on the News page on our website.

Holy Week 2016

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/news.php
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> Easter Storytelling
This event, held on 23rd March, was new in our Holy Week calendar 
this year. You could be forgiven for asking why add anything more 
in? I think it is a mark of Ian Ferguson’s openness and creativity that 
he was up for it in every way. The event ending up being bigger 
than I imagined, with substantial attendance for both the under 10’s 
children’s telling and the telling of Luke’s narrative. 

We gathered for a ‘simple meal’. But as you know these things are 
never simple and we have Kirsten Parris, Sheila Calwell and our 
current ministry student Sarah Tomilson to thank for their hard work in 
the kitchen.  Nagma Datt fed the storytellers and Andy Calder, Mick 
McCarthy, Linda Fisher all assisted with door/gate and dish wrangling. 
Saide Cameron prepared the signage and Ann Soo hosted the Olive 
Way space.

Our thanks go to Godly Play storyteller Jeanette Acland for holding 
the children’s storytelling and to Faye Findlay for hosting that space. 
The Youth Hall was bursting with parents and children, people sat 
on or close to the floor while Jeanette laid out the story. There were 
wondering questions and artmaking to follow.

The telling of Luke’s Passion involved five local tellers from BUC–Fi 
Bottcher, Ian Ferguson, Steph Gesling, Saide Cameron and Julie Perrin.  
Natalie Sims was our musician on violin and snare drum creating small 
breathing spaces between sections of the story. We were grateful to 
visitors Lorraine Threlfall from Shepparton Uniting Church, Julie Hall 
–St Michaels Uniting Church, Annette Buckley–Pascoe Vale Uniting 
Church, Katherine Jones–Collins Street Baptist Church and Christina 
Rowntree–Ormond Uniting Church 

Afterwards people commented on the way a story spoken from 
memory is received in a different way to a reading. They said things 
like “It allows the story to come to you unimpeded”  and “I’ve been 
hearing that story all my life but I heard things I have never noticed 
before.”

Thanks to all the tellers who put the love and time into learning words 
by heart. 

Post Script: As folk at BUC may know, I have a commitment to this 
practice and many of the tellers are ones who have come to the Art of 
Story short courses that Christina Rowntree and I offer at the Centre 
for Theology and Ministry. The next course is June 16, 23 and July 14 
three daytimes and final evening July 28. 
           Julie Perrin

Jesus and his friends 
by Oscar

Easter Storytelling 
 by Oscar
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> Maundy Thursday
On Maundy Thursday, 24th March, 
we continued our Holy Week journey 
turning our attention to the upper room 
in which Jesus where he washed 
his disciples feet, shared a last meal 
and went out into the garden to pray.  
We moved through three stations as 
we listened to the musicians singing 
‘The Basin & the Towel’ and read the 
readings which were displayed for 
personal reflection.

John 13:1-
17 We had 
our feet or 
our hands 
washed.

Psalm 
116:1-2, 12-
19 We made 
prayer boats, 
a symbol of 
community 
and a 
reminder.

Luke 22:39-
46 We wrote 
prayers on 
purple sails 
for the time of 
trial and set 
them in our 
boats.

We moved into the church to share Holy 
Communion taking time to eat our, more 
substantial thanks usual, pieces of bread 
and to drink our juice or wine.  

We returned to the gathering space to 
pray and place the left over bread & wine 
with the towels and bowls, to float our 
prayer boats in the baptismal font and 
to pray as we sang ‘In Darkness’, a song 
written by Julia Potter for the Tenebrae 
service in 2015.

And we left ready to return again for our 
Good Friday remembering.
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> Good Friday

The Suffering Servant

Betrayed & Bound

Denied

Crucified

Pierced

Buried

Prayer boats

Veneration of the Cross

Prayer crosses

Good Friday 
Prayer Garden

On Good Friday, 25th March, we gathered 
to hear and respond to the story of Christ’s 
passion.  As we listened we watched Olivia 
Potter’s extraordinary drawings appear on 
the screens as they were projected onto the 
curtain.  We sang David Stephen’s hauntingly 
beautiful original song ‘Christ out Lord’ and 
watched the Good Friday Prayer Garden 
emerge with objects and symbols from Ash 
Wednesday, Lent and Maundy Thursday.  We 
wrote our prayers on black crosses and laid 
them in the garden as we came forward to 
venerate the Cross.

You can view Olivia’s extraordinary drawings on the News page on our website.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/news.php
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> Dawn Service
At 7am on Easter Day, 27th March, a small 
group gathered in the damp misty morning to 
celebrate Christ’s resurrection.  Ian lit the fire 
after we listened to Saide’s telling of John  
20:1-18.  We followed the newly lit Christ 
Candle into the Gathering Space where Ian 
invited us to participate in a remembrance of 
baptism and we lit tapers to offer our prayers.

After worship we enjoyed a delicious breakfast 
of fresh fruit, pikelets and croissants.

> Easter Day

Our Easter Day celebrations continued at 9:30am singing ‘Christ our Lord’ with a new 
resurrection verse followed by a telling of Luke 24:1-12. Ian lit the Christ candle with the 
children’s assistance and we processed into the Worship space singing Alleulia.  Ian invited the 
children to gather round a modified version of the Good Friday Prayer garden.  After an exuberant 
retelling of the gospel story, naming the characters and elements of the story the children 
quickly identified the flowers as being the new thing in the garden. Ian reminded us of the prayers 

that we had offered through Lent 
& Holy Week and we joined him 
in offering a response to each of 
them.

On Ash Wednesday we wrote a 
prayer in response to ‘What must 
we lay down & what must we take 
up?  We burnt our prayers marked 
our foreheads in ash with the a 
cross and then took home a small 
wooden cross to remind us of our 
prayers through Lent.

We prayed the prayer of the 
boats on Maundy Thursday to be 
carried through the storm and 
the flood to the tomb of Jesus 
and beyond.
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We remembered the prayers that 
we wrote on the black crosses for 
Good Friday which we placed Jesus’ 
cross and stretched out our arms 
to remember that Jesus takes his 
prayers into his own body.

And finally we prayed the prayer of 
the flowers opening up in new life 
to the sun.  Ian invited the children 
to place flowers in the garden which 
we were then invited to take home 
after worship.

Many thanks to Valmai and Jenny 
for the beautiful flowers.

After the sermon we celebrated 
Holy Communion.

And finally a moment to say thank you to the many musicians who participated in Holy Week 
worship.  We often comment on how blessed we are with our wonderful, generous musicians 
who so beautifully enrich our worship.  This was and always is especially true during Holy 
Week.  A final amazing rendition of ‘You are Holy’ brought a well deserved round of applause.

Ian offered the final blessing 
from the Easter Garden.

Saide Cameron


