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April 2019 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation
Listening in the Wilderness
Something I love is walking through the bush listening for the sounds of birds and then trying to spot those birds. Even 
here in the built-up middle of this vast city birds call to us and I love 
to hear them, to notice them. They remind me that life is greater and 
more subtle than my immediate concerns.  

And there is a bird call to be heard in the gospel.  Jesus is coming 
up out of the waters of the Jordan River in the hands of John the 
Baptiser, and as he does there is the call of a dove, and a tiny little 
fluttering white figure comes down out of the heavens: a fragile 
cooing breath of hope carried on wings of peace. Thus God’s own 
Spirit of beauty and gentleness comes and rests on Jesus. 

Can we hear the call of that Spirit bird today?

A dove cooing for our attention is a gentle image of God’s spirit. She is pure, soft, subtle, but don’t be fooled, because 
her call has an insistence and a demand to it that could take us where we don’t want to go. Just look what happens to 
Jesus: with a flap of her wings she drives him out into the wilderness to endure a terrible ordeal. 

His 40 days in the wilderness are our 40 days of Lent – the period leading from Ash Wednesday to Easter day – a time 
for taking on spiritual disciplines of deep listening and prayer. 

40 days is a period with holy precedent: Noah is 40 days on the ark, Moses is 40 days on the mountain, Elijah journeys  
40 days through the wilderness, and the people of Israel are 40 years on their wilderness exodus. 40 days in 
the wilderness, the place of transcendent encounter, a mythic place peopled by angels and demons, a place of 
transformational challenge where biblical characters enter into new life with their God. 

I love the wilderness. I have to go there regularly for my spiritual wellbeing. But recently I learnt something about the 
Australian wilderness that has utterly transformed my view of it. I learnt that before 1788 there was no wilderness in 
Australia. Before then, every square metre of Australia was owned and cultivated, shaped by human hands primarily 
using the tool of fire. After 1788 many of the original owners were moved from their lands and the ancient cultivation 
processes ceased. Many parts of this great land were then left to go wild. And they have changed so that what we see 
today is a different environment. The wilderness of Australia today is a colonial creation. I have always found peace there. 
But now I know that the wild places of Australia hold within them the pain of the past 230 years of upheaval. Like the 
biblical wilderness, the Australian wilderness is peopled by angels and demons, it embodies life and loss. [see Dark Emu, 
Black Seeds: Agriculture Or Accident? By Bruce Pascoe]

We are invited to commit ourselves to journey intentionally through that kind of wilderness for the 40 days of Lent, 
listening for the call of the Spirit, taking on that transcendent challenge of transformation for ourselves. Where is the call 
of the Spirit impelling us to go? What to face? What is your wilderness? – your place of holy ordeal?

Ian Ferguson
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April
Ian on leave
We will welcome Geoff Thompson as our preacher and to 
preside over Holy Communion on 7th April.  

Geoff is a member of our congregation and Co-ordinator of 
Studies: Systematic Theology at Pilgrim Theological College, 
Centre of Theology & Ministry.

Nourish
We’re delighted to announce that 
there will be a special session for 
children (mainly primary school aged) 
on both Wednesdays of the school 
holidays.

Julie and Ian will lead the 10th April, 
and Janet and Ann Soo will guide the 17th April – the day 
before Maundy Thursday.

(We are looking for a kindly kitchen supporter for both sessions.  
Contact Janet Watson Kruse, 0427 71 71 79.)

Holy Week
Our worship during Holy Week will 
offer a series of stations, a pilgrimage, 
which will allow us to respond to and 
honour the contemporary stories that 
we have been listening to during Lent.  
We want to allow the voices of the 
children, the victims, the survivors, the 
communities, the people who are not 
heard, those who are silenced to be 
heard and honoured through and during 
our worship.

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on 14th April.  We begin  
worship at 9:30 at BUC as usual, recalling Jesus’ triumphal entry 
to Jerusalem, then walk to St. Ambrose Catholic Church to 
share an ecumenical service and return to BUC with the Baptist 
congregation to conclude worship.

On Maundy Thursday, 18th April, 7:30pm we will remember 
Jesus’ washing his disciples’ feet and the last meal they shared 
together.  

On Good Friday, 19th April 9:30am, we will listen to and 
engage with the passion narrative.   

On Easter morning, 21st April, join us at 7am for a Dawn 
Service around a fire in the garden.  Stay on for a light breakfast 
before worshipping again at the Easter Day Eucharist service 
or celebration at the regular time of 9:30am.

May
Commissioning
Details for the Presbytery led service are being finalized for 
Sunday 5th May, 1pm.

Peter Blair and Dave Hall will be commissioned as our Olive Way 
and CYYA Pastors respectively.  

Afternoon tea will be provided after the service.

Ian on leave

We will welcome

• Fiona Bottcher as our preacher on 12th May.   
Fiona is a member of  our congregation, former Olive Way  
Co-ordinator and currently a candidate for the ministry of 
Deacon.

• Valentina Satvedi-Leydon on 19th May.    
Valentina is a member of our congregation and currently 
the Student House Support Worker.   She is an ordained 
Anabaptist minister.

Church Camp

We will welcome Sunny Chen as our preacher on 26th May at 
home while Ian is away on camp.  

Sunny is a regular visiting preacher.  He is the University 
Chaplaincy Coordinator at the University of Melbourne.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/nourish-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/nourish-2/
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> Sharing our Faith

The ordination of Carlynne Nunn, held at Brunswick UC, on Saturday 16th March was a joyous celebration.  Welcoming everyone 
to the service Ian ensured that every person knew that there was a place for them in their support of Carlynne.  

Carlynne candidated from our congregation and began her training in 2016.  She was our Olive Way Co-ordinator for almost six years 
and Student House Support Worker for about three years.  In addition she founded the brief running Saturday Nytz (an alternative 
evening worship service) and the still running Mulling Group.  Carlynne also worked for the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre.

Rev Bruce Watson, Chair of Presbytery, presided over the service.  
Rev. Avril Hannah Jones offered the sermon - so powerful and 
absolutely perfect for the occasion, recording available here.  Text 
available here.

We listened to the very formal and definitely informative Narration 
of Steps, offered by Heather Loader, Secretary of Presbytery, as she 
presented Carlynne for Ordination.  Carlynne spoke with passion, 
certainty and humility about her calling to ministry, recording 
available  here.  A group of people gathered to lay hands on Carlynne 
as we all reached out a hand in blessing from the pews.

Julie & Peter McKinnon and Rev Fran Barber led Prayers of the 
People.  Bruce presided over Holy Communion and we left the 
service with ‘You shall go out with joy’ ringing in our ear, hearts and 
hands.

And now let the photos tell the story.  

Carlynne’s Ordination

https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/20190316-sermon
https://revdocgeek.com/2019/03/16/sermon-for-carlynnes-ordination/?fbclid=IwAR3tFFONSdd3htTKth8GRLX0krcI6ApPgSqpVlcPvl5MMWshTnNvl2EhnCo
https://revdocgeek.com/2019/03/16/sermon-for-carlynnes-ordination/?fbclid=IwAR3tFFONSdd3htTKth8GRLX0krcI6ApPgSqpVlcPvl5MMWshTnNvl2EhnCo
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/20190316-carlynnes-ordination-statement
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/20190316-carlynnes-ordination-statement
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After the service we moved out to the hall for congratulations, conversations and a 
delicious afternoon tea.  Carlynne then performed with ‘Terry Towelling and the Tank 
Tops’ one last time.  We enjoyed an evening of dancing before wrapping up at the 
astonishingly civilised time of 9pm.  

Kate Scull, Chair of the congregation, offered a small farewell gift to Carlynne.  
Unfortunately many people had left by then so here are her words:  Congratulations 
again.  We’re so proud of you.  It’s been a privilege to have you as part of our community, 
even if we haven’t been able to see you as much during your candidature.  

You’ve always been a hugely impressive person.  We’re still deeply grateful for your 
ministry here with us, especially your work with the Olive Way and your thought 
provoking, honest and often lyrical sermons.

It’s been wonderful to see you grow during your candidature, adding knowledge and experience to 
your natural exuberant talents.  God bless you in your future ordained ministry and don’t forget to visit.

Kate and I presented Carlynne with a copy of Eva Rugel’s photo of the church (so that she wouldn’t 
forget us) and a salt lamp tealight burner (to help her relax at the end of the day or any time of the 
day really) and a card that simply said ‘You’re brilliant’.

Saide Cameron
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Carlynne offered her 
thanks in response ...

I was and still am pretty 
close to overwhelmed by 
what happened last week. 
To see so many people 
I adore crowded around 
me, mingling, worshipping, 
being a part of such an 
important event and 
cutting it up was beautiful 
beyond belief. 

You all must know by now that I consider it fairly unlikely that I 
would be where or who I am today if I hadn’t been a part of BUC. 

You loved and welcomed me, taught me and supported me, and 
though I know I’ve not been around as much as I would have 
liked the past three years, the prayers, love, support and text/
Facebook/sometimes coffee or lunch that I’ve received from you 
lot has meant the world. Truly. 

To all that came to the service: thank you. To all who cooked 
and brought food for the guests: thank you so much. To Glenice 
for taking charge of the refreshments and set up and to Leanne, 
Natalie, Kirsty and the I’m sure NUMEROUS other people who 
helped put it all together but who I missed in the blur of it all: 
thank you, you are treasures. To Saide and Ray for the massive 

amount of stuff you both 
do, for the help organizing 
and the laptop stuff and 
for hanging around and 
cleaning and generally 
being excellent: thank you. 
To Ian for the welcome 
and for generally being a 
super friend and mentor 
to me over the years: 
thank you. To Fi and 
Anika, Pete and Julie 
for the reading, prayers, 
love and friendship: thank you. To Barry for your leadership and 
for being the one who originally suggested I think about being 
ordained: thank you. To the band, Al, Shawn, Elaine and Sarah, 
and the other band, Shawn, Glenice, Dan, Colin, and Elaine for 
organizing: THANK YOU.  I’ve missed people, I apologise and 
thank you. 

And to all of you who (Sheesh, Janet, Kate, Annie, Deb, Mikul, 
Dan, Kim, Al, Lauren, Fi, Beth, Natalie, Julie P - I love you! - too 
many people to mention I’m so sorry I’ll have forgotten so many 
people who I dig) who have known me and loved me so well, 
and helped me to be who I was meant to be, 

THANK YOU. I love you all, and I’ll always be a part of you.   
             Love Carlynne

Carlynne will be inducted as Minister of the Word to the Ballarat South UC congregtion on Tuesday 2nd April at 7:30pm.

> Special Events
• FUNdraising Stalls, 7&14/4, p.11
• Nourish, 10/4, p.2
• Palm Sunday Ecumenical Walk & Worship, 14/4, p.3
• Palm Sunday Rally, 14/4, p.12
• Nourish in Holy Week, 17/4, p.2
• Maundy Thursday, 18/4, p.2
• Good Friday, 19/4. p.2

• Good Friday Hot Cross Buns & Soup Lunch, 19/4, p.7
• Easter Day Dawn Service & Breakfast, 21/4, p.2,7
• Easter Day Holy Communion, 21/4, p.2
• Commissioning, 5/5, p.2
• Church Camp, 24-26/5, p.7
• World Wide Knit in Public Day, 8/6, p.11

> Culture of Safety
Culture of Safety Contact Person
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, you may report this in confidence so that support can be provided. You may 
speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact Person appointed by Church Council.  
Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised. Please contact Helen in person or by telephone at 
0423 009 813

A recording of Carlynne’s thanks on the night are available here, similar theme but a little different.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/nourish-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/worship/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/nourish-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/worship/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/worship/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/worship/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/worship/
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/20190316-thank-you-from-carlynne


	  

	  

6

> Worship News
A visit from the President

Dr. Deidre Palmer, 
President of the 
UCA visited our 
congregation for 
worship on Sunday 
3rd March.  Deidre 
offered her greetings 
expressing her delight 
in being with us.  She 
explained that she and 

Ian had worked together coordinating worship for the Assembly 
meeting that was held here in Melbourne last year when she 
was installed as President.  She said that although she had 
attended meetings at our church this was the first opportunity 
she had to worship with us and offered her thanks Thank you for 
being the intergenerational multicultural and inclusive Uniting 
Church community that you are, shining the light of Christ in this 
place, so thank you for that.  

Deidre went on to speak about a number of things from the 
Assembly

• The National Young Adult Leaders conference held in 
Adelaide in January where over 150 people attended with 
the largest group coming from the Synod of Victoria and 
Tasmania, coming over by bus with Bradon French.  Deidre 
affirmed that ‘encouraging young adults in their leadership 
is an important emphasis of the Assembly and we know it’s 
also important in this Synod’

• Deidre highlighted the Assembly resolution on responding 
to people escaping domestic and family violence.  She 
affirmed the Uniting Church’s strong tradition in supporting 
people escaping domestic and family violence and raising 

up mutual communities of interdependence and care’, 
inviting anyone interested in working on this issue with the 
Assembly in an ongoing way to contact her.

• Another resolution passed at Assembly was called ‘For the 
whole creation’.  Deidre affirmed the work we are doing in 
this area as a congregation and again encouraged anyone 
interested to engage with the Assembly on developing 
further theological documentation and foundations to speak 
with her.  She also plugged the upcoming President’s 
conference in Fiji which will give us to work in solidarity with 
the Methodist Church in Fiji and our Pacific neighbours who 
are deeply impacted by climate change.  

• And finally Deidre spoke about the National Redress 
scheme affirming that the Uniting Church will have fulfilled 
all of our requirements to sign up for that scheme within 
the next couple of weeks.  She concluded saying So if you 
are a survivor of abuse please receive our apology from the 
Uniting Church and we pray that we will continue to be the 
safe place that God calls us to be.  

Thank you.  

In a post after worship Deidre commented:   
Worshipping with Brunswick Uniting Church was refreshing and 
life-giving.  Beautiful music, with an original tune of the Lord’s 
Prayer, inspiring word from Ian Ferguson, moving prayers and 
Holy Communion.  Great conversations over morning tea about 
climate justice and caring for the whole creation; the work 
congregation members are doing in responding to domestic and 
family violence; research in mapping social contexts and the 
congregation’s engagement with the neighbourhood.  The Uniting 
Church vibrantly and faithfully participating in God’s mission 
locally and in daily work and life. 
            Saide Cameron

Commissioning of Elders
On Sunday 17th March we commissioned newly elected 
Elders Kimberly Fraser and Amelia Ware together with Daniel 
Broadstock elected for a fifth one year term. To commence the 
commissioning we shared the following acknowledgement:  

There are diverse gifts:
But it is the same Spirit who gives them
There are different ways of serving God:
But it is the same Lord who is served.
Each one of us is given gifts 
   of ministry by the Spirit:
And there is no gift without  
   its corresponding service.
There is one ministry of Christ:
And in this ministry we all share.
Together we are the body of Christ:
And individually members of it.

Ian introduced the commissioning with these words:  The 
Uniting Church provides for the exercise by men and women 
of the gifts God bestows upon them for the building up of the 
church. Having sought the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are 
now to commission as elders those whom we have newly 
elected to this ministry –  Kim Fraser and Amelia Ware – and Dan 
Broadstock whom we have re-elected.

The Elders and congregation made commitments. Ian prayed 
and we sang ‘May God’s sheltering wings’ in blessing.

Ian, Daniel, Kimberly, Amelia, James, Claire, Linda, Gwen, Helen, Shawn
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> Pastoral Care News
Pastoral Care   
An aspect of Pastoral care is the interconnection of our own life 
stories, others’ stories, our cultural stories, and God’s story. In 
sharing our stories and listening to others’ stories we share and 
spread God’s mission of love and grace.   
 

Hospitality, Compassion  
and Community
For you in the congregation,if you are new or newish and wish 
to make yourself known to us or become more engaged with 
the activities and life at BUC, one of the Pastoral Care Hospitality 
team would love to assist you - Ian Ferguson, Jane Allardice, 
Ray Cameron, Sheila Calwell, Graham Lawrence and Michael 
Rigby.

If you need assistance, are going through a difficult time or wish 
to be either prayed for, or one of the people praying, please 
contact one of the Compassion team - Ian Ferguson, Leanne 
Salau, Glenice Cook, Dani Chamberlain or Gwen Arnold 

If you wish to be involved in the various activities in helping build 
Community at BUC, the Community team would love to hear 
from you – Saide Cameron, Ian Ferguson, Tess Alston, Karlien 
Kok and Kristin Dahl  
            Jane Allardice

Compassion Ministry
We offer our thoughts and prayers to Richard & Gwen Arnold and 
their extended family following the death of Richard’s mother 
Doris (aged 96, 8/3).  Doris’ life was celebrated at Strathmore 
Uniting Church on,  officiated by long time family friend Rev. Tony 
Duncan.  A number of BUC people attended in support of and 
love for Richard & Gwen.

A Catering Committee is being formed to enable our 
congregation to respond to request for support following 
funerals and other significant events.  If you would like to 
support this particular ministry by offering to put your name 
on the list of people to supply food as needed, please contact 
Glenice Cook, 0414 319 649. 
              Glenice Cook

Community Ministry
MMM Meals

By the time this Olive Branch is published thirty people will 
have participated in three Marvellously Munchable meals over 
the weekend of 29th-31st March.  While small in number it’s 
heartwarming to know and celebrate that these thirty people 
have had the opportunity to share a meal and conversation and 
to learn just a little more about each other’s lives. 

Our next weekend of sharing hospitality is over the weekend of 
26th-28th July.  I wonder what words we will use for JJJ!!

BUC Cycle

Cyclists of all ages and abilities rode on Sunday 31st March 
as part of the MS Melbourne Cycle event.  Once again our BUC 
cyclers joined in the fun of Team HunterClan.  You can still make 
a donation to support those affected by Multiple Sclerosis by 
visiting the HunterClan page here

Hot Cross Buns & Soup Lunch

After worship on Good Friday, 19th April, 
we gather to spend time together enjoying 
home made hot cross buns and beautiful 
soups (thank you Ray and Alistair).

Everyone is welcome 
to the home of 
Adrian & Anita,  
11 Hellers St. 
Brunswick from 
noon.  BYO drinks 
and chairs. 

Easter Day Breakfast

Between the Dawn and 
Holy Communion services 
on Easter Day, 21st April, 
a simple breakfast will be 
offered.  Offers of assistance 
are most welcome, contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743.

Church Camp

It’s now only eight weeks until church camp.  Get ready for a 
weekend away at Adekate camp site (our home away from 
home), 24th-26th May.  A committee is in the process of 
being formed.  Anthony Hinds will be our camp coordinator 
ably supported by Shawn Whelan.  The committee will meet 
a couple of times for planning with the rest of the work being 
carried out by committee members and other people offering to 
do particular tasks at the camp.  

Please contact Anthony, 0478 692 607 or Shawn, 0418 613 
898 to join the committee or simply for more information.  A 
brochure and online sign up information with payment details 
will be available soon.   

Saide Cameron

https://www.msmelbournecycle.org.au/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.search&filter=participant&searchTerm=Hunter+clan
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> JAM News

Olive Way

We celebrated the success of the Information session held 
after worship on 17th March.  It was wonderful to see 35 or 
so people gathering in the Olive Way space to learn about the 
program and how the nine key recommendations arising from 
the 2018 Progress Review report will shape our ongoing ministry 
to the many visitors who come through our sliding glass doors, 
looking for company and conversation.

We received with delight Kirsty’s report that Peter Blair is one 
step closer to receiving Presbytery approval to be commissioned 
as a Pastor to the Olive Way ministry.  

BUC Arts

There continues to much joyful activity in the arts space
• Olive Arts Collective, weekly on Wednesdays,  

currently participating in the funded ArtStop program
• Olive Pesto, 2nd Saturday monthly,  

10am-noon in the Youth Hall
• World Wide Knit in Public Day, 9th June.   

More details next month.
• A Perceptual Drawing workshop series offered by Priscilla 

Manthey.  Dates for June and July to be finalised

Olive Arts & ArtStop

ArtStop, Arts Access, runs two funded programs of 14 weeks 
on Wednesday mornings during the year.  This year we have 
supported the leaders, volunteers and artists of Olive Arts 
Collective to join the ArtStop program.

We reviewed feedback from artists and volunteers after four 
weeks and were delighted with the overwhelmingly positive 
comments received.  We will seek feedback at the end of the 
funded program to determine whether or not to continue this 
model or to provide an alternate day for our artists when the 
funded program is in operation.

Love Makes A Way

During worship on 7th April BUC members of the LMAW will be 
offering a Mission Spot to celebrate five years of action.  

Sydney Road Street Party

The Rainbow once again received a lot of attention and 
passersby greatly appreciated the offer of iced water when they 
visited the art exhibition in the worship space and Youth Hall.

FUNdraising

After much changing of dates due to two big weddings using 
the hall for their receptions we have settled on 7th & 14th April 
for the stalls during Lent.  The Op Shop will now be held after 
Easter.

Palm Sunday Rally

We are looking forward to participating in the Palm Sunday 
Rally on Sunday 14th April, 2pm.  A number of us will gather 
at the church and travel in together by tram at 1pm.  If arriving 
separately meet us at our ‘usual spot’ on the grassy area on 
the corner of Swanston and LaTrobe Streets with our BUC and 
Welcome banners.

We hope to see you there!

Climate Action

We are grateful to Linda Wannan and Jamie Thom for offering 
leadership with respect to Climate Action on behalf of the 
congregation.  

A number of people 
from the congregation 
participated in the 
Global Student 
#ClimateStrike in 
Melbourne CBD at the 
Old Treasury Building on 
Friday 15th March.

Linda and Jamie have collectively been attending meetings with 
ARRCC (Australian Religious Response to Climate Change) and 
Peter Khalil.

The Care for Creation banner was revealed during worship on 
24th March and is now hanging on the front of the main hall 
facing Sydney Rd.  Share the post on our BUC Facebook group 
page.

Jamie is now providing 
regular updates in the 
Olive Press about ways to 
get involved.  Please read 
them for ways that you too 
can support climate action.

Our March meeting again offered us a smorgasbord of delicious food and engaging conversation.  

Saide Cameron
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One of the outcomes of the 2018 Olive Way Review 
was the Respect project from which emerged a series 
of postcards created by the Olive Arts Collective artists.  
As always with the Sydney Road Street Party the 
Justice & Mission Committee wanted to invite passersby 
to interact with our iconic rainbow and so we decided to 
follow the theme of respect.

We asked three simple questions
• What does respect mean to you?
• Who or what do you respect?
• How do you show respect?

We were delighted and humbled by the enthusiastic response to 
the invitation to reflect on and write an answer to the questions.  
People of all ages and from many walks of life took time to think, 
reflect and write a response and to paperclip it to the rainbow.  
They stopped and read other peoples answers and took lots of 
photos.

Here now are the responses offered 
in no particular order or hierarchy, 
transcribed to honour the thoughts  
and views of our wider community.  

You can also find this story on our 
Website - Sermons & Stories page -  
A Rainbow of Respect.

Sydney Rd. Street Party

Once again we welcomed the Love Makes a 
Way group who sang on the hour with story 
telling offered in between.

Minders of the rainbow also directed and 
encouraged people to visit the art exhibition in 
the Worship Space and the Collage exhibition 
in the Youth Hall where they could also view 
our artists’ portfolios and enjoy delicious food 
and refreshing iced water.

It was a reasonably relaxed 
way to engage with the Sydney 
Rd. Street Party and welcome 
passersby into our spaces.

Thank you to all who assisted 
on the day.

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Words-from-the-Respect-Rainbow.pdf
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Olive Way News
From our OW Co-ordinator

For 12 years now Brunswick Uniting has 
sought to be a witness to our world through 
the ministry of Olive Way. A ministry that 
seeks to stand in the gap, the gaps in our 
nation’s wonderful but imperfect system of 
care for our most vulnerable. This ministry 
has sought to hear and to respond to the 
cares, concerns, needs, and worries of 
people in or visiting Brunswick. Wonderful 
relationships have been formed and nurtured 
over the years, and, in the course of that 
time we have heard the pain and heartache 
of people in this community. 

As many of you will be aware, Church council decided last year 
that the role of Olive Way co-ordinator will be changed to Pastor 
(a form of lay ministry within the Uniting Church), to reflect 
the posture of listening and nurture that is the direction that 
we, as Olive Way, the steering committee and church, wish to 
see that ministry take. Pastor can mean many things in many 
congregations, ministries, and denominations, but for this church 
it is about recognising the place of OW as an embodiment of the 
gospel. 

Olive Way is not me; it is not what I do. Olive 
Way is the combination of the years invested 
by people like Ray Gorman, Richard Arnold, 
Barry Cook, and those of you in Brunswick 
Uniting that have volunteered over the years. 
It is the combined wisdom of the steering 
committee, its current members (Richard, 
Kirsty and Ann) and its past members. It’s 
the legacy of people like Carlynn, Fiona, 
and Peter Murphy. And it’s the sum of the 
wonderful relationships formed over the 
years, people like Gus and Alex who have 
joined us today. 

More than that, it is a witness to our world, a witness of the 
church. Our own Basis of Union speaks of the “Christ who is 
present when he is preached…”, “and who gives life to the 
dead and who brings into being what otherwise could not exist. 
Through human witness in word and action, and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, Christ reaches out to command people’s 
attention and awaken faith...” (BoU 4). It is in this spirit we seek 
to embody and live out the witness that we have been called to; 
to listen, to hear, and to respond in love.  
                  Peter Blair

This talk was offered as part the time of Lenten Listening during worship on 17th March, 2019

Olive Review Information session

The Olive Way Information Session was held Sunday 17th 
March after worship from 11 am to 12 noon. Over 30 people 
gathered in the Olive Way space to hear about the recent review 
and other happenings in the Olive Way.

Kirsty Bennett was MC and introduced the chair of the 
Steering Group Richard Arnold, who welcomed everyone 
present. He went on to explain how important the support 
of the congregation is through providing volunteers, prayer, 
resources and encouragement. But he further explained that the 
contributions are not just one way – 

“The whole congregation is enriched by the presence of people 
from the wider Brunswick community. The Olive Way is one of 
a number of communities which operate under the Brunswick 
Uniting Church umbrella, creating a 7-days-a-week church”

Olive Way Coordinator Peter Blair, together with Gus Argote and 

Alex Phillips then explained how the recent review of the Olive 
Way unfolded. Alex mentioned that Tim Budge had been a great 
guide and support through the way he helped the review team 
develop questions and collect information. The team then asked 
many people questions about how they experienced the Olive 
Way and how it could be improved. The team then collated and 
reviewed all the feedback.

Eventually 9 key recommendations emerged together with an 
underlying desire to create a “community of respect”. The Olive 
Arts Collective took up the theme of respect and created some 
beautiful postcards to promote this critical value. Saide Cameron 
brought the recommendations and the postcards together in a 
widely circulated booklet titled “Olive Way Progress Review –  
9 Key Recommendations”.

Toward the end of the session there was a Q&A about all 
aspects of the Olive Way. The morning then concluded with an 
invitation to the whole congregation to participate in the Olive 
Way through a wide range of volunteering options.  
            Richard Arnold

A video recording of the session is available here.  The sound 
quality isn’t great and the first 5 minutes were missed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcnURrQpqfk&feature=youtu.be
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BUC Arts News
Professional Development

Ann Soo (BUC Arts Coordinator) and Helen Rowe (Safe Church 
Contact person) recently attended Open your eyes disability 
awareness training, offered by Arts Access Victoria in South 
Melbourne.  This training offered a creative way of looking at a 
social model of disability and how we can go beyond compliance 
and further reduce barriers to disability access in our art 
programs.  Possibilities for consideration include environmental 
and design issues, use of language and consultation with our 
participants in all decision making.  This training reinforced what 
we are already instinctively doing in our congregation. 

We are working with the provider of the training to develop 
a workshop specific to our community which will enable as 
many of our leaders and volunteers as possible to benefit from 
this training and to ensure that we are all speaking the same 
language. This work and training continues the work begun 
during the Respect Project in 2018

A core group of volunteers from the Olive Arts Collective have 
recently participated in First Aid training.  This will enable 
us to respond appropriately and confidently in situations of 
emergencies if they arise.  This further increase the safety of the 
program that we offer and the confidence that our participants 
have in the support being offered.

We are looking forward to participating in the Listening Skills 
workshop – A one day practical workshop with Rev Andy 
Calder, Monday 29th April, 9:30-2:30 at BUC.   
Please express your interest in this workshop to Richard Arnold 
(richarn50@gmail.com) or Peter Blair (peteblair75@gmail.com) 
who will forward you a registration form 

Olive Pesto

Olive Pesto continues to thrive, meeting on the second 
Saturdays.  Contact Linda Wannan, lindawannan@gmail.com.  
In April we’ll be making 
display bunting for the 
World Wide Knit in Public 
Day to encourage passers 
by to come in and join us 
on Saturday 8th June.  
Knitters of all ages and 
abilities are welcome.

Respect Postcards

The postcards were created by 
Olive Arts artists in response 
to the Olive Way Review.  The 
cards have been used in a 
number of ways:
• As a display in the Olive 

Way and to encourage 
conversations about respect.  

• For passersby and visitors to take away  
at the Sydney Rd. Street Party

• to facilitate respectful conversations  
at the Student House Retreat 

• as conversation starters at a recent  
Pastoral Care Committee meeting

• as part of the Olive Way Review booklet
• and in our recent Tower Room Window display

If you haven’t seen the postcards pop in to the Olive Way to 
have a look.  You can also visit the website post here.

Committee

We held a planning day on a very hot January afternoon during 
which we discussed the community of communities that has 
formed around BUC Arts together with the various roles that 
support our arts community.

After Easter the committee will be gathering our conversation 
into a shape (including detailed role descriptions) that is 
accessible to the whole BUC Arts community and anyone else 
who is interested.

Get Involved
• We always welcome new members to our committee
• Get ready for our bi-annual exhbition to be held later in the 

year - email your theme ideas to:  
Ann Soo annsoo11@tpg.com.au  
or Saide Cameron saide.cameron@bigpond.com,  
the committee will enjoy making a selection from your 
creative suggestions

• Volunteers to assist with preparing the exhibition would be 
warmly welcomed 
     Ann Soo and Saide Cameron

FUNdraising
Our FUNdraising Stalls during Lent will be offered after worship on 7th and 14th April.  Traditionally money raised from 
these stalls has been directed to the Synod Lenten Appeal.  This year we decided to instead supporting the Uniting Lenten Event.  
However now, in response to the tragic events in Christchurch, the Justice and Mission Committee together with the FUNdraising 
Team are exploring ways of using our FUNdraising activities to demonstrably show our support to our Muslim neighbours.  We are 
still working out what this means and will keep you informed.  Please come along ready to buy preserves, Easter craft and baked 
goods.  If you would like to contribute something to the stalls please contact Glenice Cook, 0414 319 649. 

We had intended to offer our highly anticipated pop-up Op Shop alongside the stalls.  Due to other events being held in the Hall 
during this time we have moved the Op Shop to the three or four Sundays after Easter, commencing 28th April.  Please contact 
Helen Burnham, 0412 947 647 to find out about making donations or to offer your assistance with sorting goods, setting up and 
helping to manage sales.  

mailto:richarn50%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:peteblair75%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lindawannan%40gmail.com?subject=
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/respect-postcard-series/
mailto:annsoo11%40tpg.com.au?subject=
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News

Sometimes our community is a very special place to be. In Sunday Morning Program we resource our young people so they can use 
symbolic action and story to talk about the deep stuff. The Sunday after the terrible attack in Christchurch the young people all raised 
what was happening in our world with their SMP leaders. 

Responding to the young people, each of the groups responded in age appropriate ways - the oldest group with Joel and Jacqui 
discussed our connections with the Abrahamic faiths, the middle group with Janet and Chantelle responded with art and personal 
invisible writing on black strips that we wove together, and the youngest children with Ann and Dave held the children’s wondering 
in a gentle and supportive way. 

Afterwards many of our community attended local mosques - at least ten families visited our 
local Islamic centre and others across Melbourne. We 
shared our aching hearts and the message that we are 
all brothers and sisters.  

Sunday Morning Program

ARRCC Australian Religious Response to Climate Change
Linda Wannan attended a meeting with Peter Khalil MP on 12th March together with representatives 
of other faith communities.  The focus of the meeting was to be about climate change. Attendees at the 
meeting also raised the Adani issue.  These are key issues for Peter in the this electorate.  The meeting 
called on him to advocate for a review of environmental approvals for the mine and if appropriate that 
they be revoked.  Those present told Khalil that for our faith communities Adani is a key question when 
deciding how to vote.  The complete summary of the meeting is available here.

Public Witness - There is #NoFaithInCoal. Our congregation is supporting the 
Australian Religious Response to Climate 
Change www.arrcc.org.au/signs.  See 
and share the post on the Brunswick UC 
Facebook page, 26th March by Linda 
Wannan.

Janet Watson Kruse

Palm Sunday Walk
JOIN THE PALM SUNDAY Walk for Justice for Refugees on 
Sunday 14 April
• For a Fair and Welcoming Society
• Close Manus & Nauru, Bring Them Here

Speakers include:  Behrouz Boochan, Nyadol Nyuon, Interfaith 
panel, Lavanya Thavaraja.  Music from 1.30pm, Speakers from 
2pm. Music from 1.30pm, Speakers from 2pm. Walk from 
2.45pm to Kings Domain for music by Melbourne Mass Gospel 
Choir and others

Join with 
people from 
community 
groups, 
faith 
groups, 
unions, and 
political organisations on Palm Sunday to stand up for refugees.

More information on the Facebook Event page.   
#justice4refugees

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/ARRCC-Meeting-319.pdf
http://#NoFaithInCoal
http://www.arrcc.org.au/signs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/122662799375/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/122662799375/
https://www.facebook.com/events/375503436329405/
http://#justice4refugees
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> Regular Events

BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.   
Next ride - to be advised 

For more details contact Graham Lawrence, 0408 617 416.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email  sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the second & fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Everyone is welcome and you can come every fortnight 
or just as you are available. If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
The Mulling Group (for 25-35ish aged people) meets on the 
first Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm.  We share a meal and 
conversation.

Contact Daniel Broadstock, 0479 039 640, for more information.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. 
• Writing Workshop - Tuesday
• Community Kitchen & Art programs - Wednesday 
• SROC (drama group) - Thursday
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 27th March 2019  
Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

In April our discussion will be around Kate Mildenhall’s debut 
novel Skylarking. 

Inspired by a true story, Skylarking is 
about friendship, love and loss, one that 
questions what it is to remember and 
how tempting it can be to forget. 

Best friends, Kate and Harriet, grow up 
on an isolated Australian cape in the 
1880s. Daughters of the two lighthouse 
keepers, the girls share everything, until 
a fisherman, McPhail, arrives. Desire, 
envy and longing lead to a moment in 
McPhail’s hut that will change the course of their lives forever. 

Everyone welcome. Speak to Faye or Christine if you would like 
more information. Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group 
Out and About is a monthly social group for older, active women 
and men.  We visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or 
coffee.  New members always welcome.  The monthly activity 
is advertised in the Olive Press.  Contact Helen Rowe for further 
information. Mobile 0423 009 813 or email helen.rowe@
rocketmail.com

Olive Pesto
Out and About is a social group for older, active women and 
men.  We visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or cof-
fee.  New members always welcome.  The monthly activity is 
advertised in the Olive Press.  Contact Helen Rowe for further 
information. Mobile 0423 009 813 or  
email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
PLEASE NOTE THE NEW DATE:  Next Distribution Day – 

Saturday 27th April, 10 am - 12 noon.  

Reduce plastic packaging going to landfill.  We buy in bulk (60 
dry food products and cleaning liquids) and you bring your re-
usable containers to fill with the quantity you want. Reasonable 
prices.  Members share in the running of the Co-op each month 
and pay a small annual Membership fee.   Further information 
from Helen Rowe 0423 009 813.  New members welcome!  
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> Reports
Church Council
“The Merri Project” – Stage 1:  
 a process of discernment

Church Council has established a Project Team to lead the 
congregation in discerning our future use of the Merri St Cottage 
(4 Merri St, next to the Youth Hall). 

The cottage sits on land that BUC owns (or more precisely, 
manages on behalf of the wider church). For years it has been 
rented out to tenants, not connected with the congregation, to 
help support our missional endeavours. Recently, the costs of 
the property have been catching up with the rental we receive; 
last year, the “net income” was only $5700. There are also some 
long term maintenance issues looming, so it’s time to reconsider 
our use of this property. 

The full Terms of Reference for the “Merri Project Steering 
Group” are attached. Council endorsed the group’s proposal 
to engage in a deliberate process of Mission Motivated 
Development. This means holding off on specific project 
proposals, and instead starting with questions like: 

• What are our missional goals? Is there more to it than 
raising money to support other parts of our mission? 

• What relationships do we want to build?

• How does the way we use the land “speak” to the 
community about us? (and so on)

It’s possible that the project brief that emerges from this time 
of discernment will affect other parts of the site next to the 
cottage – no decisions will be made until after we’re clear on 
our goals.

We’ll be inviting the congregation to participate fully in this 
process of discernment, so put your thinking (and praying) caps 
on! Of course we’ll also be consulting with the ASWC, Olive 
Way, and other users of our site, as well as Presbytery and 
Synod, Moreland Council, nearby churches, and other relevant 
organisations. 

Race, ethnicity and culture at BUC:  
 a deeper conversation

At our March “dinner and discussion” style meeting, Church 
Council set aside most of our time to wrestle with thoughts and 
feelings around race, ethnicity and culture at BUC. We were 
delighted to have as our guest Valentina Satvedi, who has a 
lot of experience in helping groups think about these issues. 
We deliberately kept it an open conversation, without taking 
minutes, but here are some of the key themes that have stayed 
with me (Shawn).
• BUC’s membership is increasingly diverse – thanks be to 

God!
• Ian has reminded us, in his preaching, that diversity is not 

an altruistic goal whereby “we” should welcome “them.” It 
is built into our understanding that the church is the Body of 
Christ, and without the different “members of the body” we 
are incomplete.

• Our leadership (Church Councils, Committees, visible 
worship leading roles) is not as diverse as our membership, 
particularly in regard to racial and ethnic diversity.

• What might we need to change about how we do things, if 
this is to change?

• What day-to-day pressures (as well as culturally distinctive 
things) might make it harder for some members to be more 
active in the life of BUC?

• We recalled the “Marginal or Mainstream?” workshop from 
July 2018, which helped us identify our own experiences of 
being “at the edges”…and we considered how we might 
build on that first workshop.

• It’s vitally important to build real relationships, in which 
there can be space for deeper (and sometimes harder) 
conversations.

• We will continue to develop goals in this space, alongside 
our other goals (TBC) for 2019. 
           Shawn Whelan

For ‘all things Finance’, check out the Brunswick UC website https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/

Get onto Members Area (register if you have not already)

And there you will find a veritable cornucopia of Financial information, graphs, diagrams and photos as well as Contacts.

Needing your occasional Financial Quiz  ‘fix’? Next month 

Linda Wannan, Tim Budge, Naomi David, Mal Rowe

Finance Committee

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Merri-Project-Terms-of-Reference-2019.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Merri-Project-Terms-of-Reference-2019.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/
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Worship Committee
Once again we held our meeting in the Youth Hall in March with 
an open invitation to anyone who wanted to help us prepare for 
Holy Week worship.  We were delighted to welcome Claire Foley 
and noted the apologies others who were interested but unable 
to attend.  

After our Holy Week planning time (see Worship Calendar, p 2) 
we reflected on the services offered since our February meeting. 

• We acknowledged the Student House Commissioning and 
participation of the student house members in worship and 
celebrated the joyfulness of the YUCY camp told in stories 
and photos by our Youth Support worker, Janet Hogan 
(reported in the March Olive Branch for 24th February).  

• The visual telling of the Transfiguration on 3rd March 
was a new adventure in how technology can support our 
engagement in a story.  

• It was a joy to commission new Elders Amelia Ware and 
Kimberly Fraser together with Daniel Broadstock elected for 
another year on 17th March.  

We’ve selected dates for the Worship workshop series during 
which we hope to explore the contents of the components of 
our liturgy, our traditions and the theology of worship and the 
practicalities of leading worship.  The Discipleship & Education 
will be supporting the engagement of speakers for the program.  
Save the dates:  25th June, 11th & 18th July.

We talked briefly about worship during the season of Easter (the 
Sundays between Easter Day and Pentecost) with a view to 
exploring ways of responding to our Lenten Listening.

Natalie Sims (one of our two talented and generous music 
co-ordinators, the other being Elaine Potter) has begun working 
on the collection of songs currently known as the BUC Song 
project.  The songs will be gradually uploaded to our website 
alongside our published collection Tune In (2008).  These will be 
freely available for anyone to download.

We are looking forward to the Mission Spot to be offered by 
Love Makes a Way during worship on 7th April.

3/3 Transfiguration Luke 9:28-36, Exodus 24:112-18 During Children’s Time the children gathered in a quiet circle, seated on 
cushions listening to Janet Watson Kruse tell the 
story of the Transfiguration and watching as Ann 
Soo drew it for them and for us.  We watched the 
drawing live on screen through Ian’s iPad.  You can 
listen and watch here on this recording.  Afterwards 
the children moved to the Gathering Space for 
All Age worship activities where they too drew 
Transfiguration stories.

Exodus - Journeys of Transformation - Ian invited us to listen to a bit of classic 
reggae from Bob Marley indicating its potential relevance as he focused on the 
theme of Exodus - an exodus, a great transforming journey, a journey that changes 
you and changes the world.  He reminded us of the Israelites journey, their exodus 
out of slavery, in the Book of Exodus, of the literal and figurative journeys that 
shape our lives.  He shared the story of his great, great, great grandfather’s 
journey/exodus as a missionary to Aotearoa New Zealand.   Turning then to the 
stories of the Transfiguration in the synoptic gospels Ian highlighted the key 
difference in Luke’s gospel, the reference to Jesus’ departure to Jerusalem.  He 
went on to tell the story of the community of Lajamanu, of the enforced exodus of the Walpiri people.  He concluded speaking of 
the hope that he finds in the story, a story of colonial oppression and exile but also of such resilience.  And I wonder whether this 
is the kind of exodus that Jesus makes in Jerusalem, a journey of loss and suffering, leading to new life.  He enters into the heart of 
oppression there, taking it onto his own body.  And the oppressors are victorious like the welfare people at Yuendumu and yet there is 
still more story to be told.  Life rises out of oppression and death.  Life rises to birth a new world, a new community, a new hope for 
those who know they’re going and where they’re from.  What do you know of that new life?  Amen

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-3-3/
https://youtu.be/KFFSxQoUtiw
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/exodus-journeys-of-transformation/
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10/3 Lent 1 Luke 4:1-13; Psalm 91:1-2,9-16 Janet and Ian spoke about how hard 
it is to listen and how important it is to listen to people.  They introduced the season 
of Lent as a season for listening.  To illustrate Janet showed us how emphasizing 
different words can change the meaning of a sentence.  She then emphasized how 
important it is to ‘Tune In’ and listen.  And of course we sang Natalie’s song ‘Tune In’.

During Sunday Morning Program the children created a Lenten Journey in the hall and 
invited us to travel it during Morning Tea.

Driven or Led - Power and Abuse - Ian reminded those of us who are old enough of 
the ‘Push me-Pull you’ from Dr. Doolittle and suggested that the Holy Spirit was a 
bit of a Push me-Pull you’ in relation to Jesus’ temptations as told by the different 
gospels - being led and being driven out into the wilderness.   Ian said that he had 
been reflecting on being led and driven since news of George Pell’s conviction was 
made public.  He engaged us in questions of identity and power at this time and 
spoke of feelings of defensiveness given our work with the Culture of Safety.  And he 
reminded us that Lent is for listening, listening for God.  Then he turned our attention 
to Waleed Aly’s analysis of George Pell’s relationship to power and the contrast 
with Joseph Minzenti who was tortured and imprisoned by both the Nazis and the Soviets.  Ian spoke of the very deep challenge he 
hears in this contrast asking if we feel it?  Concluding he farewelled Doctor Doolittle saying ‘... we won’t listen to you or your like 
anymore. ... it’s tempting but we’ll try not to’. He said Thanks for the Push me Pull you which might remind us of the divine Spirit in the 
wilderness, that Spirit who is behind us, driving us where we don’t want to go with its offensive chalk messages or whatever its latest 
tool of spiritual compulsion is.  And that Spirit who is ahead of us in the testing places, leading us through the wilderness, leading us 
to embrace the power of God, the power of listening, the power of empathy, the power of compassion and justice, the power of love.  
In the name of Christ who was tested and who chose the way of self-giving love over self-serving power.  Amen 

It was a privilege to welcome Dr. 
Deidre Palmer, President of the UCA 
Assembly to worship.  Deidre spoke 
briefly, offering both affirmation and 
challenge.  See page ? for more.

We celebrated Holy Communion in 
a large circle around the church.

10/3 Ash Wednesday Isaiah 58:1-12; 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 We began the season of Lent entering 
into the wilderness with a prayer arising from the Acknowledgement of Country ‘May the 
familiarity of our surroundings give us the courage and freedom to allow the Spirit to lead us 
deep into the unknown recesses of the soul this Lent.’  We marked our foreheads with a sign 
of the cross from the waters of the Baptismal font and listened to God’s words.  We spoke in 
pairs about what we had seen and heard responding to the 
question ‘What is your prayer for your life, life of the church, 
and the life of the world this Lent?’.  After singing our lament 
we walked around the symbolic wilderness, named our 
prayers for the world and came forward to have our hands 
or forehead marked with a sign of the cross in ashes as Ian 
offered words of blessing ‘Hope from the ashes of despair, 
healing and love with Christ through the wilderness’.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-10-3/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/driven-or-led-power-and-abuse/
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24/3 Lent 3 Luke 13:6-9; Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8 Janet and Ian reminded us of Julie Perrin’s special poem which tells us 
all about the Bible:  The word bible means library.  It has 66 books and many authors.  The 
stories were spoken and sung before they were written down.  It comes from long ago and 
far away places and ancient languages.   No wonder we find it a little bit strange.  But if 
we listen with curious minds and opens hearts we might find wisdom and meet Jesus who 
is God’s word to us.

Having listened to the gospel 
story our attention was 
taken by Janet’s attempt to 
nurture her fig tree with song, 
kind words and meditation.  
The children offered lots of 

helpful suggestions - sunlight, water and fertiliser.  Ian commented that 
everything alive needs water and spoke of Jesus’ saying that he is a 
source of living water, that he is as important for our lives as water is. 

Prayer in the Place of Extremity - With Psalm 63 shaping our liturgy Ian shared his experience of climbing Mount Speculation with 
insufficient water to sustain him, of the desperate thirst he experienced.  He said that Psalm 63 is a prayer to God in a place of 
extremity, using water and thirst as a spiritual metaphor. Ian shared Thomas Merton’s writing about prayer in extremity saying that 
‘True soul thirst quenching prayer and love and the love that accompanies it are born in a place of extremity according to Thomas 
Merton’.  He reflected on the anguish expressed by the psalmist, of the desire for violent retribution that emerges in the latter part 
of the psalm and observed that Thomas Merton’s suggests that it is possible that ‘Our thirst might bring us close to God in the dry 
and weary land where faith, hope and love evaporate until there is nothing between us and God.’  He spoke of ‘hessed’ the steadfast 
love of God and wondered if this was enough in the face of Christchurch atrocities, of the drought in our land and in places of famine 
in the world.  Before concluding he took us back to Mount Speculation and of his experience of finding water, of how good it tastes 
at the best of times but when you’re that thirsty it is divine ... like the gracious love of God ... .  He concluded returning again to the 
psalm ‘But the song the psalmist sings is that in that dry place, the longing place, the place of extremity and need we can trust in the 
steadfast love of God, the spring of living water that never runs dry.  Let us pray Living God pour out the living water of your grace, 
flood the world that when we enter into the thirsty place as we inevitably will we may trust in you, may trust in the grace that sustains 
us.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the source of living water.  Amen.

17/3 Lent 2 Luke 13:31-25; Psalm 27 Ian invited the children to come and sit in a circle to listen while Janet told them the gospel 
story interwoven with a series of wondering questions.  She spoke of Jesus’ love for his disciples, of his desire to gather the people 
to him like a mother hen gathers her chicks.  She spoke of his sadness over the people’s unwillingness to follow him, to be gathered 
to him.  We sang the beautiful blessing ‘May God’s sheltering wings’

Pilgrimage and Lament - Ian began by speaking of the Haj, the pilgrimage that Muslims are required to take and of how pilgrimage 
can be a transformative act making brief mention of the terrible events in Christchurch.  He reminded us that, although we are not 
required to make a physical pilgrimage, our Basis of Union states that we are pilgrim people, always on the way towards a promised 
goal.  commenting that he has learnt from Luke’s gospel it is the spiritual journey that matters most - For in Luke, going to Jerusalem 
is the overarching theme that gives the gospel shape.  He took us through the four journeys that Jesus takes to Jerusalem, twice as 
a child and twice as an adult.  He spoke of Simeon and Anna, or Jesus in the Temple with the teachers, of his temptations in the 
wilderness there and finally of the journey that Jesus he takes himself.  This journey, Ian said will be the final journey of his life and 
it will take the rest of hte gospel.  He spoke of Jesus weeping over Jerusalem and asked Have you looked out at our world and in at 
your heart and cried for peace?, commenting again on Christchurch.  He concluded Our faith demands that we go to Jerusalem, every 
day, in that spiritual sense, like Jesus to find our true home, to realize the fulfilment of our hope, to confront the powers that oppose 
peace and to be part of God’s saving healing renewal of the world.  We’ve got to go there for we are a pilgrim people.  In Jesus’ holy 
name, Jesus the one who journeys before us and meets us on the way.  Amen.

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/prayer-in-the-place-of-extremity/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-17-3/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/pilgrimage-and-lament/
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary
Lent
A season of preparation and discipline that begins with Ash Wednesday and concludes at sundown 
on Holy Saturday.  During the forty weekdays and six Sundays in Lent, the Church remembers the 
life and ministry of Jesus and renews its commitment to him in Christian discipleship. 

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
31/3 Lent 4 Jos 5:9-12 Ps 32  2 Cor 5:16-2 Lk 15:1-3, 11b-32 P

7/4 Lent 5  Is 43:16-21 Ps 126  Phil 3:4b-14 Jn 12:1-8 P

14/4 Palm Sunday  Is 50:4-9a Ps 118:1-2, 19-29  Phil 2:5-11 Lk 19:8-40  P
         or Jn 12:12-16        
18/4 Maundy Thursday Ex 12:1-4, Ps 116:1-2, 12-19 1 Cor 11:23-26 Jn 13:1-17, 31b-35 P
      (5-10), 11-14      
19/4 Good Friday  Is 52:13-53:12 Ps 22 Heb 10:16-25 or Jn 18:1-19:42 B
       Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9    

Easter
The great fifty days of Easter includes eight Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil and 
concluding on the Day of Pentecost.  The season celebrates the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
21/4 Easter Day Acts 10:34-43 Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Cor 15:19-26 or Jn 20:1-18 W
 or Is 65:17-25  Acts 10:34-43 or Lk 24:1-12  
28/4 Easter 2  Acts 5:27-32 Ps 118:14-29 Rev 1:4-8 Jn 20:19-31  W
  or Ps 150      
5/5 Easter 3 Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)  Ps 30 Rev 5:11-14 Jn 21:1-19  W
12/5 Easter 4 Acts 9:36-43 Ps 23 Rev 7:9-17 Jn 10:22-30  W
19/5 Easter 5 Acts 11:1-18 Ps 148 Rev 21:1-6 Jn 13:31-35  W 
26/5 Easter 6 Acts 16:9-15 Ps 67 Rev 21:10,22-22:5 Jn 14:23-29 or 5:1-9 W

April 7 Geoff Thompson
Holy Communion, Lent 5

April 21 Ian Ferguson, 7:00 am
Easter Day Dawn Service

May 5 Sani Vaeguela, 1:00 pm
Commissioning

April 14 Ian Ferguson
Palm Sunday

April 21 Ian Ferguson
Easter Day Holy Communion

May 12 Valentina Satvedi-Leydon

April 18 Ian Ferguson, 7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday

April 28 Ian Ferguson May 19 Fiona Bottcher

April 19 Ian Ferguson, 9:30 am
Good Friday

May 5 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

May 26 Sunny Chen

> Happy Birthday
So for some strange and inexplicable reason I provided April birthdays in the March edition and 
it would appear that either no-one noticed or maybe people were too polite to comment.  So this 
month we have a bonus offering of birthdays ...

March Hannah Alvis. Matthew Alvis, David Cameron, Saide Cameron, Andrew Dickinson,  
Jaom Fisher, Dave Hall, Samuel Hall, Matthew Lees, Chantelle Matthews, Carlin McNamara, 
Danica Mullen, Natalie Papworth, Bronte Potter, Nick Salau-Thom, Max Tieman

April Jill Allan, Adrian Brown, Nicholas Brown, Matthew Cameron, Ray Cameron, Gus Coverdale,  
Zac Coverdale, Meredith Dobson, Alex Ferguson, Emily Hardman, Andrew Hornby, Anika Jolley, Daniel Jolley, Helen Kronberger, 
Hamish Masterton, Julia Potter, Richard Potter, Annie Quail, Ruth Tall, John Venning, Sam Winkler

Tell us your birthday so that you can be included in the monthly birthday greetings.  Email saide.cameron@bigpond.com

mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=


April Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

March 31 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       

Welcoming Ceremony 
12:00 – MMM Lunch 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

April 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 3 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Lenten Reflections 

 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

 7 
9:30 – Geoff Thompson  HC 
10:45 – FUNdraising Stall 
 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 9 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 10 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
 
6:00 – Nourish               HC 
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 11 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Lenten Reflections 

 12 
 

 
 
 
  

 13 
 
10:00 – Olive {restp 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday14 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
10:45 – FUNdraising Stall 
 
1:30 – Palm Sunday Walk 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 16 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 17 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
6:00 – Nourish              HC 
 

Maundy Thursday 18 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Ian Ferguson     HC 

  Good Friday 19 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
 
12:00 – Hot Buns &  

Soup Lunch 
 
 
 

 20 
 
 
 
 

Easter Day 21 
7:00 – Dawn Service 
7:45 – Breakfast  
9:30 – Ian Ferguson     HC 

 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 23 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 24 
 
10:00 - Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Book Week 

 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:45 – JAM Committee 

 26 
 
 
 
 
 

 27 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson 
10:45 – Pop-up Op Shop 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 30 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

May 1 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 2 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
  

 4 
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