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December 2018 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

It seems to me that the Christmas story is like Google Earth or Apple Maps. It starts with a big wide view of the whole world, then 
zooms right in, then back out again. 

If you try to zoom in on Google to the place Jesus was born, Bethlehem, you’ll find it remains blurry. Why? Because for security 
reasons, American law prohibits American companies like Google and Apple from publishing high resolution satellite images of Israel 
and Palestine. Far away in Brunswick, therefore, we will have to depend on the Christmas story to bring it into focus for us. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. The Christmas story starts with a 
wide view – the Emperor Augustus wants to register “all the world” (which for him is the Roman Empire). 

There was an ancient proposal, written around the time Jesus was born, to begin the new year on Augustus’ birthday: We could 
justly hold the birthday of the most divine Caesar to be equivalent to the beginning of all things…he has given a different aspect to the 
whole world, which blindly would have embraced its own destruction if Caesar had not been born for the common benefit of all. …
[he is] a saviour who put an end to war and established all things in peace …Caesar when he [was born] exceeded the hopes of all 
who had anticipated good news … (Paullus Fabius Maximus, proconsul of Asia, cited in J.B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, p. 133). 

Son of God, Saviour, peace on earth, and Good News are phrases that trip off the Xn tongue, filling up our Christmas Carols, and we 
take for granted that they refer to Jesus. But when we recognise them as Roman imperial titles applied to Caesar, we begin to see 
their radical revolutionary flavour when the gospel applies them to Jesus. 

The Christmas story begins with this wide imperial view. Then it zooms in on Blurry Bethlehem in a way that Google Earth won’t 
allow. It zooms in on one humble family and the complicated birth of their child. 

Mary and Joseph are not really married yet and they are having a child of which Joseph is not the father – it’s complicated – and 
there is no room for this complicated family in the world of Augustus so they are outside with the animals. Thus, starting at his 
birth into this unexpected family situation, Jesus breaks with expectations, refusing to be defined by conventional moral or political 
power. 

From close up with this surprising family the story begins to zoom out again. But now the view of the world changes. An angel 
comes to announce the birth. And it comes not to the centre of political and military power, the throne room of Augustus, but to 
the fringes of this ancient world, to shepherds, the last and the least of that world. The angel shifts the centre and opens the family 
of Christ to outsiders. The angel says to them, Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people 
(the whole world): to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord (or as the angel previously said 
to Mary, “the Son of the Most High”). The angel applies the language of Augustus, an imperial saviour, to Jesus. And what will be 
the sign of this Saviour – the familiar trappings of military power? No. You will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in 
a manger. A baby, in an animal feeding trough? – this is something different to what we have come to expect from saviours. And 
suddenly there are angels everywhere singing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace!” And this is our hope. 

Our hope is peace on earth starting from a humble manger with a family that breaks the mould of moral acceptability, a manger 
where the world’s outsiders are gathered into a holy family of peace.

Zooming back out from that manger, we find the view of the world changing. The new world of Christ now being born will be of a 
radically different shape than the former one of Augustus. So, let’s bring blurry Bethlehem back into focus this Christmas. Let’s view 
the world and live our lives from the perspective of that manger, for the sake of peace.

A Christmas Reflection

Ian Ferguson
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> Worship Calendar

> Index

Advent
The season of Advent begins on 
Sunday 2nd December.  This year 
we will explore and reflect on how four 
‘characters’ speak to us of the themes of 
the season.   You will receive a bookmark 
with a photo of a beautiful collage ‘The 
Waiting Earth’ created especially for 
Advent by Richard Phelan and Ann Soo.

Helen Burnham will be curating our Tower Room window display, 
make sure you check it out each week as the story of the 
Nativity is revealed. 

Of course there’s lots more happening during worship in 
December ...

2nd December- we will launch the Act for Peace Christmas 
Bowl Appeal and celebrate Holy Communion.

9th December - we will celebrate the baptism of Ali Reza.  
After worship everyone is invited to join in singing Carols against 
Coal as part of the Stop Adani action, see JAM News.

16th December - we will farewell Rachel U’Ren, Kathryn Dan 
and Thomas Dan-U’Ren.  

23rd December - Our worship will take a different shape to 
lead us into our Christmas celebrations.  We look forward to the 
Advent & Christmas choir singing during worship. And if you love 
singing Christmas Carols join in the fun of Singing on the Steps 
to passers-by.

Blue Christmas
Blue Christmas will be offered on Wednesday 12th December 
at 7:30 pm.   This is a quiet service of reflection & meditation for 
people who want a space to grieve, remember loved ones who 
have died, look back over a difficult year, seek peace in troubled 
times or simply take some time away from the busyness of this 
particular time of the year.  

Christmas Eve Pageant
Join us on Christmas Eve at 7 pm for ‘Leading the Way’.  We 
have an excellent script and an enthusiastic group of young 
people together with a few older people taking part.  

If you would like to get involved, offer to help or have any 
questions about the pageant please contact  
Saide Cameron (producer) 0407 096 743 or  
Caitlin Mullen (director) 0411 033 153

Christmas Eve
We gather again at 11:30 pm to welcome in Christmas Day with 
candle light and a celebration of Holy Communion.  

Christmas Day
We celebrate the birth of Christ at our regular worship time of 
9:30am.

January
Ian will be on leave for three weeks in January.  We look forward 
to welcoming three fabulous preachers:

• 6th January - Graeme Garrett

• 13th January - Sunny Chen 

• 20th January - to be confirmed, sure to be fabulous

1. Meditation
2. Worship Calendar 
3. Celebration of Ministry
4. Celebration of Ministry
5. Celebration of Ministry
6. More Celebrating, Happy Birthday
7. Special Events; Pastoral Care News 

Culture of Safety

8. JAM News - Committee
9. JAM News - Olive Way, BUC Arts
10. JAM News - BUC Arts
11. JAM News - FUNdraising
12. CYYA News 
13. Presbytery News, Congregational 

Meeting
14. Regular Events

15. Reports:  Church Council, Worship 
16. Reports:  Worship
17. Reports:  Worship
18. Preaching Plan, Lectionary
19. Diary

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/boogie-cuts-the-exhibition/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/christmas-eve-pageant-2/
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> Celebration of Ministry
During worship on Sunday 25th November we celebrated nearly six years of ministry with Ian – a culmination of the recent 

Presbytery review process.  A link to the report from the Review is available at the end of this story, p 6.  Ian was 
inducted as our minister on 10th February 2013.  During worship we heard stories, gave thanks and reaffirmed 
the commitments we made together.  We celebrated being called and sent by Jesus to be God’s people working 
together to offer hope, to love God and our neighbour, to work for justice and peace, to live the kingdom of God.

When a minister is inducted the Bible, chalice and plate and membership 
rolls are presented.  To remind us of this as we prepared to worship God 
Felix Tall carried and placed the Bible and Daniel Broadstock presented the 
rolls as Chair of the Congregation.  James Balsillie presented the chalice 
and plate and Gwen Arnold presented a jug of water reminding us of 
baptism.  Both are elders of our congregation.

During Children’s Time Ian invited the children to tell him their favourite thing about church.  Here’s some of their responses:  
pageants, people & how welcoming they are, everything.  Five people shared stories to help us remember our five years together 
as minister and congregation and we were also treated to a delightful video prepared by Tim Winkler aptly titled ‘A Window in the 
Senior SMP Team Brain’.  It’s so good you really need to watch it.  

Tameka Brown spoke about Ian telling stories with the children through words and movement, of him 
coming to Good Friday Buns and meetings at their house and of how kind and welcoming he always is 
to anyone new.  

Amelia Ware reminded us of the weaving dance we shared during worship at Church Camp.  We 
created a cross from bush 
materials together on the 
clearing.   As we moved around 
in the circle we weaved around 

each other.  Amelia commented on how joyful this experience 
was and how it evoked the theme of the camp which was 
growing together and among one another as part of God’s vine.

Peter Blair made us a video to share his memories.  He spoke about a children’s story earlier in the year about Samuel being called 
which has stayed with their family resulting in them breaking out into song ‘Hush, hush someone’s calling my name’ at random 
moments.  Peter also commented on the steady flow of Olive Way 
people who have made their home within the congregation.

Michael Cameron shared his appreciation of the Blessing of the 
Animals services, of being able to bring his snakes for blessing and 
for the way in which this symbolises how our congregation care for 
all living things and all creation.

Ian invited David Kamali to come down the front.  Together they 
remembered how special it was when David was baptised, the first 
of our Persian friends to do so, on 27th October 2013.  

Ian’s sermon invited us to 
reflected on being called and 
sent, referencing the experience 

of the disciples in Mark together with the story of the recent Love Makes a Way action.   
Make sure you check out his sermon post on the website. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14DmqQf6NNoV8xxNjNmD1OIyhqQMdZ-JP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14DmqQf6NNoV8xxNjNmD1OIyhqQMdZ-JP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14DmqQf6NNoV8xxNjNmD1OIyhqQMdZ-JP/view?usp=sharing
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/the-send-correspond-to-the-sender/
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In 2013 we dedicated the baptismal font.  We give thanks for the water poured out in baptism, a symbol of Christ’s gift through 
which we are joined to his body, the Church.  Offered by Kirsty Bennett, a member of 
the committee that researched and planned the installation of our baptismal font. Kirsty 
is also a member of the Worship Committee.   
The committee spent many months engaging 
with the congregation about what we wanted 
our font to say.  We met with three designers 
and eventually travelled to Rob’s Glassworx 
at St. Andrews from where the font was 
purchased.  The font was dedicated on Easter 

Sunday 2013 and used for the first time as Ian baptised Bruce and Harry Heathcote.

In 2014 we reviewed our pastoral care ministry.  We give thanks for the report which has guided and 
reshaped this ministry, a symbol of our desire to love and care for each other.  Offered by Glenice Cook, a 
member of the Pastoral Care committee and Pastoral Care Compassion Team. 
The Pastoral Committee worked on a review of our Pastoral Care ministry and structures over a six month 
period.  This work included a series of seminars and planning sessions facilitated by Alan Niven, the 
professor of Pastoral Theology at Stirling College.  The report resulted in the formation of the Hospitality, 
Compassion and Community Teams which now support our Pastoral Care Ministry.

In 2015 we created 
a rainbow at the 
Sydney Road Street 
Party.  We give thanks 
for this rainbow, for the 
icon that it has become, 
a symbol of love and welcome known to many.  Offered by Lucy Hardman.   
The inspiration for the rainbow arose from our Lenten series that year.  Lucy accepted the invitation to set up the weaving of the 
rainbow on the frame created by Dave Kruse.  We bring the rainbow out every year.  People seek it out, respond to the invitation to 
write messages on it and have their photos taken.

In 2016 we created this Pentecost felt as a community.  We give thanks for this felt, a symbol of the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
which speaks into the heart of our longing for 
beauty and creativity.   Offered by Ann Soo, BUC 
Arts Co-ordinator   
Ann joined the planning team for Pentecost 
Sunday and as we planned the idea for creating a 
felt emerged.  Ann organised a workshop on the 
Saturday during which we created the shape.  The 
congregation added to it during worship and then 

we gathered on the lawn to bring it all together.  The felt is now used regularly during worship, most often to set the table for our 
celebration of Holy Communion.

 

HOSPITALITY 
COMPASSION 
COMMUNITY  

July 2014 

a threefold vision  
for Pastoral Care at BUC 

Brunswick Uniting Church 

Saide, Glenice, Shawn, Ann, Kirsty, Ian, Lucy

Later in the service after Prayers of the 
People we shared a time of Thanksgiving 
with six people giving thanks for one 
moment or event from each year that Ian 
has been our minister.  The congregation 
was invited to write a story on a piece 
of paper and add it to the rainbow.  If 

you weren’t at worship or didn’t a chance to do so the pieces 
of paper will be available near the rainbow in the hall during 
morning tea for the next couple of weeks.  Here I’ve shared the 
words said by each person together with a short story offering 
more background about each of these symbols. 

http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/PC-Review-Report-2014-07.pdf
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Concluding the service Shawn invited us to recommit to the ministry we share with Ian using the following statements adapted 
by Ian from the Induction service.
Shawn (addressing Ian): 
Ian, at your induction you were called  
to be a servant and a shepherd in this place.  
You undertook to study the Scriptures,  
to proclaim the Gospel,  
and to preside at the sacraments here,  
exercising pastoral care of the family of God,  
and seeking God’s face in the neighbour 
and the stranger in the wider community.  
This congregation was presented to you  
as ministers with you in the gospel,  
and you undertook to pray for them.  
Do you recommit to this call today?

Ian: I do, God being my helper. 

Shawn (addressing the congregation):  
At Ian’s induction, you the people of this congregation,  
were called to take part in the public worship of God,  
to contribute to the work of God as you are able,  
and to endeavour to make a Christian witness  
in the community by word and action.  
You undertook to honour Ian as your pastor and leader;  
to listen for God’s word in his preaching; 
to welcome him into your homes; 
to provide for him that which is necessary 
for his physical welfare; 
and to support him with your love and prayers.  
Do you recommit to this call today?

People: We do, God being our helper. 

Later during the Congregational Meeting Shawn shared the 
process for the Review of Ministry.  This process was overseen 
by Rev Peter Gaydor-White, Essendon UC, on behalf of the 
Presbytery.  Committees responded to a series of questions and 
approximately 28 people attended the Informal Conversation 
after worship on 18th November.  The responses were 
overwhelmingly positive (of course).

Shawn moved that ‘The congregation express its intention 
to extend Ian’s ministry for a further five years’.  This motion 
received rapturous consensus.  Ian responded thanking 
everyone for their support and endorsement of his ministry,  He 
commented that it had been a joyous five, nearly six years, and 
that he is definitely not wanting to go anywhere else.

A copy of the Review of Ministry report is available here.

In 2018 we celebrated the Assembly’s decision 
on marriage by placing this cake in the window.  We 
give thanks for this opportunity to say yes to love, a 
symbol of our desire for everyone to be gathered in to 
God’s community of love.  Offered by Shawn Whelan, 
Chair of Church Council. 
On the LGBQTI page of our website we offer the 
following statement:  The church is a diverse 
community in many ways, and Brunswick UC is no 

exception. We are rich and poor, old and young, Anglo and (increasingly) from other cultures. 
And our sexualities are as diverse as our personalities. Here at BUC you’ll meet lesbian and gay, bisexual and queer, and supportive 
straight friends – and whoever you are, we hope you’ll feel right at home.  The Church Council and congregation takes this affirmation 
seriously and feel deeply honoured that so many people of diverse backgrounds claim BUC as their spiritual home.

In 2017 we redesigned our website.  We give thanks for the way in which the 
website tells the world who we are and what we value, a symbol, in part, of our desire 
for justice and peace for all.  Offered by Saide Cameron, website administrator. 
Our previous website was managed by Saide and Matthew Cameron.  In 2015 
Matthew highlighted the need for a new look and a new way of managing the 
website.  We consulted widely with the congregation about what we wanted from our 
website.  Ian, Shawn Whelan and Saide met with Wordpress specialist Bret Salinger 
over many months with the website being launched in June of that year.  Since that 
time many people have commented favourably on our website.

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Consultation-on-Rev-Ian-Ferguson.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Consultation-on-Rev-Ian-Ferguson.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/lgbtq/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au
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> More Celebrating ...

Welcome
Congratulations to 
Michelle and Fernando 
Torres, welcome to 
Thomas, and blessings to 
this whole family!  

Ian shared Michelle’s 
post on Facebook:  Best 
10 anniversary present: 
Thomas arrived to join our 
family on 19/11/2018.

Baptism

During worship on Sunday 18th November we were privileged 
to celebrate Jack Bottcher’s baptism.  Welcoming the family 
and introducing Jack, Janet Watson Kruse offered these 
words:  Friends,  the  church  council  of  this  congregation  
has  received  a  request  for  baptism  from  Fiona  and  Evan  
for  their  son  Jack.  This  important  decision  has  been  
prayerfully  and  carefully  considered.  The  family  has  met  
with  our  minister  Ian  to  reflect  and  prepare.  The  council  
was  delighted  to  approve  this  request,  and  I  am  glad  to  
welcome  them  here  today  and  present  them  to  you

Jack, you are a joy.  We are so glad that you and your wonderful 
parents and family are here.

Jack is a treasure – an honest and pure soul in whom there is no 
guile. He is endlessly curious and loves music and ribbons and 
people.

Fi I remember many moons ago you were uncertain about 
bringing Jack to church. We had just commissioned our font, 
and Jack walked straight in and plunged his head in – he knew!

That same service we sang a chant and it was followed by a 
silence. And into that silence came a pure voice, singing the 
exact tune – at that stage he did not have words but he had a 
heart to sing with and showed us how.

And then more recently 
dancing with the 
Church community in 
a backyard band party, 
being your special self, 
with us. 

Jack you show us 
that we belong, just 
because we are

We love you Jack Love, 
Janet

A few days later 
Fiona (Jack’s mum) 
offered these words 
of appreciation:  Hello 
beautiful peeps! So 
now that I’ve had time for all the fabulousness of Jack’s baptism 
to sink in, I wanted to send you all a very heartfelt thank you for 
all the incredible love and support you have given and continue 
to give our Jack and our family. My parents visited last night and 
they we were still gushing over the wonders of last Sunday (they 
think BUC is the best church ever!), a very very special day for us 
and particularly Jack.

> Happy Birthday
December - Louise Adams, Laurence Alvis, David Brown,  
Meredith Budge, Ben Calder, Andrew Calwell, Glenice Cook, 
Thomas Dan-U’ren, Mikul Denison, Gaia Kramer,  
Jacqueline Matthews, Wayne Matthews, Adam Moorhouse, 
Charlie Moorhouse, Hamish Moorhouse, Rachel Mullen-Beagley,  
Daniel Whelan

January - Simeon Baker,  
Gabriel Brown, Matilda Brown,  
Tameka Brown, Daniel Clough, 
Sheryll Coulson,  
Patrick Denison, Yvonne Groot, 
Lucy Hardman, Evan Kramer, 
 Patrick Macrae, Peter McKinnon, David Moorhouse,  
Linda Wannan, Joshua Winkler
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> Pastoral Care News

At our recent meeting it was noted that in the past couple of 
months the team has been kept busy with many visits and 
transport requests.

We would very much appreciate some assistance in these 
areas.  If you have some time of a weekday and are occasionally 
available at short notice to assist in this way we would love 
to hear from you.  Please speak to Glenice or Ian if you are 
prepared to be contacted on a non regular basis.

We are pleased to welcome Dani Chamberlain to our committee 
and look forward to working with her.

If you require assistance in any way (or if you know of someone)  
please DO NOT hesitate to contact Glenice or Ian so that we can 
arrange this. The Prayer group still offers daily prayers and if you 
wish to be included please let us know.

Glenice Cook, for Ian, Gwen, Leanne and Dani

Compassion Team

During November we danced, discussed and digested together.

Move your Arts on 11th November was a simply wonderful 
afternoon with our church community mingling joyfully with the 
wider community appreciating sunshine, dancing and delightful 
hospitality, all whilst raising money for the Olive Arts Collective.

The informal conversation held on 18th November as part 
of the Five Year review of Ian’s ministry saw approximately 25 
people gather in the Olive Way to share stories and discuss the 
impact of Ian’s particular ministry.  So much to celebrate.

After the congregational meeting on 25th November we 
gathered for lunch in the Olive Way.  Once again delicious A1 
pastries were enjoyed together with wonderfully varied salads 
and sweet treats.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to these diverse ways of 
gathering as community.

The community team will kick off 2019 with as ‘Appreciative 
Enquiry’ at Cafe Style Morning Tea during February.   
     Saide Cameron, for Ian, Kristin, Karlien and Tess

Community Team

> Special Events
• 2nd & 9th December, Christmas Bowl Appeal stalls, p 11
• 9th December, Baptism - Ali Reza, p 2
• 9th December, Carols against Coal, p 8
• 9th December, Boogie Cuts, p 10
• 12th December, Blue Christmas worship, p 2
• 14th December, Carols at the Manse, p 11
• 16th December, Boogie Cuts, p 10

• 23rd December, Singing on the Steps, p 2
• 19th December, Olive Way Christmas, p 9
• 19th December, Stewart Lodge Carols, p 8
• Christmas Eve Pageant, Leading the Way, p 2
• Christmas Eve, Holy Communion, p 2
• Christmas Day, Celebrate, p 2

Culture of Safety Contact Person
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, you may report this in confidence so that support can be provided. You may 
speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact Person appointed by Church Council.  
Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised. Please contact Helen in person or by telephone at 
0423 009 813

> Culture of Safety

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/christmas-bowl-fundraising-stalls-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/boogie-cuts-the-exhibition/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/blue-christmas-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/carols-at-the-manse-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/boogie-cuts-the-exhibition-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/christmas-eve-pageant-2/
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> Justice & Mission News

We welcomed Peter Blair, Olive Way Co-ordinator, to our 
November meeting for the presentation of the Olive Way 
Review report.  We shared and affirmed the Olive Way 
Steering Group’s appreciation of Tim Budge’s leadership of the 
Review.  Tim set up a consultative process and engaged Olive 
Way guests to shape and lead the review.  We are thankful 
also to Gus and Alex who remained committed to the process 
throughout and took ownership of the review.  The OWSG 
under the leadership of Richard Arnold responded to the nine 
key recommendations and presented a report to the JAM 
committee.  After further discussion the JAM committee will 
now present these recommendations to the Church Council.  
A copy of the review report will be made available after the 
December Council meeting.

Peter Blair and Peter Murphy, our much beloved Olive Way Cook, 
have both been appointed for three year terms.

The FUNdraising Team continues to be active with a recent 
very successful Backyard Band Party - Move your Arts.  We are 
grateful to Trish Thompson, Kylie Murphy and Saide Cameron 
for supporting the Olive Arts Collective through this event which 
raised approximately $1,000.  The Act for Peace Christmas 
Day Appeal stalls will be offered after worship on 2nd and 9th 
December.  Brooch Day will return again next year on Saturday 
3rd March.  Wayne & Susan Matthews have offered their 
backyard for a Summer FUNdraising event, date still to be set, 
more details in the new year.

The BUC Arts committee held a Dreaming Day on 17th 
November.  It was a lovely afternoon which set the scene for 
creativity to continue to flow through 2019.  We are in awe 
of the creativity of the Olive Arts collective artists who have 
produced diverse, beautiful and thought provoking postcards for 
the Olive Way Respect project.  Watch out for the display in the 
Olive Way.

Food Co-op has grown by 34% this year which has seen Abi’s 
role as purchasing offer well and truly paid for as hoped.  Things 
are generally going well.  

Planning for Stewart Lodge Carols is well underway.  Save 
the date - Wednesday 19th December and be ready to sing 
Christmas Carols and share supper with the residents of Stewart 
Lodge.  We’ve decided to give the residents a gift card each 
from the local IGA supermarket.  We are looking for a team of 
card writers to write a personal message on Christmas cards 
to each of the residents.  If ten people offer to assist you’ll be 
writing approximately eight cards each.  Join Meredith Budge 
after worship on 9th and 16th December in the Olive Way.

We’ve already started talking about the Sydney Road Street 
Party (4th March).  Whilst we don’t yet have a theme we do 
know that we’ll be offering Devonshire Tea, an activity with the 
Rainbow on the Street and an invitation to explore the Worship 
Space and Olive Arts Studio.  More news next year.

We hope lots of people join us singing Carols Against Coal 
after worship on 9th December.  This action is part of our 
ongoing commitment to Stop Adani.  

The JAM committee has had a busy and very satisfying year.  
We (Gwen Arnold, Richard Arnold, Kirsty Bennett, Abi Benham-
Bannon, Meredith Budge, Saide Cameron, Leanne Salau, Ann 
Soo) love meeting over dinner and would love to welcome more 
members to the committee.  There are so many ways that we 
can work together for justice and peace.  Please consider joining 
us in 2019.

Saide Cameron

From the committee ...

Carols against Coal – Can you spare 10 minutes to help stop 
Adani and show your concern about climate change?  Stay in 
the worship space for 5-10 minutes after worship on Sunday 
9th December and sing 2 carols against coal... it’s that easy!!

Our wonderful musicians will lead the singing and we will be 
videoed .

ARRCC (Australian Religious Response to Climate Change) will 
then use videos from communities all around Australia to flood 
social media and our politicians with the videos.  Then there will 
be our normal yummy morning tea as usual.

Look forward to seeing you there.  For more info contact Gwen 
Arnold on 0413 047 938 or have a look at website www.arrcc.
org.au/carols

Carols against Coal

Stewart Lodge Carols
Come along to Stewart Lodge on Wednesday 19th 
December, 6:30-8:00pm to sing carols and then share in the 
joy and fun of gift giving and supper. You can participate by:

• Coming along and singing carols on the night
• Helping with writing Christmas Cards on 9th & 16th 

December
• Helping prepare and share supper 
• Making a cash donation toward the IGA gift cards that we’ll 

be giving to the residents.
Sunday 9th December will be the final opportunity to put 
your donation in the special retiring offering box at church after 
worship.  You can also make internet transfers to our bank 
account, reference “Stewart” or “SLodge” in the description 
field. Our bank account is ANZ Brunswick branch BSB 013236 
account 008687863. 

For further information contact Richard Arnold on 0407 796 429 
or email richarn50@gmail.com

http://www.arrcc.org.au/carols
http://www.arrcc.org.au/carols
mailto:richarn50%40gmail.com?subject=
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Olive Way

Celebration
Christmas is nearly upon us again! Funny how that happens, a 
year can slip by so quickly. At the start of this year the Olive Way 
Steering Committee reviewed our 2017 end of year bash, and, 
while we agreed it was a wonderful and pleasant day, we also 
realised that it was very big and very impersonal. So we began 
considering alternatives. In other words, how could we make the 
day smaller and more intimate, and yet make it meaningful and 
uniquely Olive Way. 

More recently I have been having discussions with Peter Murphy 
and the other volunteers. We agreed that smaller was better, 
but that the form of the day would need to be looked at. So we 
settled on it being a smaller barbecue that would incorporate 
SROC and Olive Arts. In other words, a celebration of what we 
have achieved as a community, and the many contributions that 
our volunteers and participants have made throughout. 

Our end of year bash will be on Wednesday 19th December 
and we would love to have people from the BUC congregation 
come and be part of the day, either to watch the SROC 
performance, to enjoy the art works, have lunch, volunteer, or to 
sing carols. There are many ways to be involved, and not limited 
to those few options. 

Olive Way Review
On another note, Olive Way has just completed an extensive 
three year review, conducted by Tim Budge. The review has 
given us lots of new insights, ideas, areas to work on, and 
possibilities for future directions. We were encouraged and 
inspired by the report, and encouraged by the wonderful 
contributions of the review team that was comprised in part by 
Olive participants. Olive Way wishes to thank Tim for the many 
hours of work put into the review.  
                  Peter Blair

BUC Arts

BUC ARTs warmly invited members of our church community 
to an afternoon of dreaming and creativity which was held in 
a local space called Siteworks in Saxon street. Twenty people 
gathered and reflected on their earliest memories of creativity 
at BUC and the journey it has taken since those beginnings. In 
a circle we shared stories and experiences laying them down in 
parallel with each other. Listening and witnessing each other’s 
stories was a thoughtful and powerful experience drawing 
us closer to each other in communal and spiritual well-being. 
Thank you to Gwen Arnold, Leanne Salau and Saide Cameron 
for leading this portion of the afternoon. The voices spoken were 
recorded and will be transcribed to be part of our documentation 
of the day.

There was a beautiful display of works created by our 
congregation as a reminder of the richness and breadth of 
creativity as a community practice in our spiritual lives. Then, 
the wonderful Liz Johnson (artist and facilitator from Well 
Spring) offered her time and skill in facilitating our ‘dreaming’ 
for the future.  Using a creative process, Liz encouraged us to 
create mandalas in pairs that depicted our vision for the future. 
Everyone was asked to stay in the process and allow the work 

to emerge without over thinking or analysing. We then placed 
the mandalas in a circle creating a more whole and communal 
expression of those visions. After visiting the Counihan gallery 
during a break, we returned to look again at our mandalas and 
then, went around the circle sharing our vision for the future 
of the arts and creativity at Brunswick Uniting Church. Strong 
themes emerged such as inclusivity, the centrality of community 
at the heart of the arts, shared responsibilities and flow, bridging 
communities within the church, finding beauty in the discarded, 
seeding creativity and harnessing its’ growth in each other. 
There was so much richness speaking about each mandala and 
this is just a small sample. Finally, we thoughtfully placed our 
small stone that represented where we are in relation to these 
dreams and visions. Ian encouraged us to offer words into a 
time of blessing to conclude the day. It was a unique experience 
in trusting the process and in deep listening and honouring the 
creation of dreams for the year ahead. 

We will be gathering again in the new year and bringing back 
some of these stories and images and making plans for 2019. 
More information to follow.    Ann Soo

Come Dream with Us - BUC ARTS Dreaming Day

I felt moved by the 
pattern our small 
mandalas made. 
Seemingly drawn 
to the Light of the 
candle and pointing 
to a pathway open 
to the creativity that 
will emerge in our 
community.  
Helen Rowe

‘ I remembered the creativity I witnessed in the church 
community and how I felt like I had tasted the Kingdom of God’  

Leesl Wegner
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One of the beautiful things that has emerged from the 
Olive Way Review was a desire to find a way to engage 
anyone who comes to the Olive Way in a conversation 
about what it means to respect another person. 

The Olive Way Steering Group (OWSG) felt that a 
nonthreatening and entirely appropriate way to do this 
was through images.  Ann Soo, a member of both 
the OWSG and the Olive Arts Collective (OAC) took 
the invitation to the OAC and they responded with an 
abundance of diverse images which I have had the 
privilege to transform into postcards.  

The project was launched on Thursday 29th November. 
Sharing the joy of the launch on Facebook Ann offered 
her thanks to Peter Blair, Helen Burnham, Helen Martin, 
Graeme Galloway (for great backing board creation) 
and all the artists behind this project about Respect 
in relationships and beyond! Fantastic upcycling (our 
rainbow has been deconstructed) with used materials! 

Here’s just a few of the images.  Take some time to visit 
the Olive Way after worship and even more importantly 
during the week to engage with this project and to 
appreciate the beautiful work being created by artists in 
our midst.

The postcards will be available on 
tables alongside this invitation:

Take some time, look at the images.
What do you see?

How do they speak to you of respect?
What does respecting another person 

mean to you?

Take one of the blank cards.
Create your own image

Give it a title.
Leave it to share if you wish.

Olive Arts & the Respect Project

Saide Cameron

Boogie Cuts - The Exhibition
The Youth Hall has been humming with activity after worship over the last several 
weeks.  Priscilla Manthey, an inspiring artist and teacher, has demonstrated and taught 
participants how to create incredible beauty in unexpected ways.  The artists have 
produced an amazing array of works and wants to share them with the congregation.

Boogie Cuts - The Exhibition invites you to explore the range of styles used including 
Mondrian inspired, Urban Grunge, Poetry and Narrative and Matisse inspired.  As I’ve 
dashed in and out or walked through the workshops on Sundays I’ve seen people totally 
immersed in the works coming to life under their hands and through the creative spirit that 
dwells within them.  Make you sure take some time after worship on Sundays 9th and 
16th December to view the works.  It’s truly wonderfully to see what can be created 
when time, space and inspiration is provided. Thank you Priscilla and thank you Ann.

PS - The image for Advent ‘The Waiting Earth’, created by Richard Phelan and Ann Soo, 
was inspired by these workshops (see p2). 

https://www.facebook.com/ann.soo1/posts/10214990811902915
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/boogie-cuts-the-exhibition/
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FUNdraising Stalls 
Every year we support the 
Christmas Bowl Appeal 
financially by buying beautiful 
craft, tantalizing treats and 
delicious preserves at the 
after worship, this year on 
2nd & 9th December.  The 

Olive Pesto Group have been working hard over the last few 
months to produce a wide range of gifts for Christmas.  It’s time 
to do some creative Christmas shopping.

Carols at the Manse 
You can also come along to the 
Manse, 60 Blyth St., Brunswick 
on Friday 14th December to 
sing carols, listen to stories and 
share supper  Bring a plate to 
share and make a donation.

And finally you can make your own tax-deductible 
donations either online or using the envelopes 
provided at worship (available in December).  

Christmas Bowl Appeal
The Christmas Bowl appeal is a much-loved tradition through which 1,800 churches from 18 
denominations come together in a powerful demonstration of faith and love to help some of the world’s 
most vulnerable people.  It is our way of forging a loving connection between our Christian community 
here in Australia and people around the world who are experiencing dreadful hardship and suffering.   
    This year’s theme is ‘Love thy Neighbour’.

FUNdraising News
Move your Arts 

Sunday 11th November - What a wonderful afternoon in so many 
ways - perfect weather, great band (Terry Towelling & the Tank Tops 
- they’re available to book for your party!!), delicious desserts, lots of 
dancing, fabulous company and a beautiful speech from Richard Phelan 
reminding us of the importance and value of welcoming, creativity, 
happiness and joy. 

In addition to all this we raised money for the Olive Arts program.  Thank you to everyone who donated 
so generously.  We have raised close to $1,000. Thank you to Trish Thompson for offering her home and 
backyard for the party and Kylie Murphy who co-hosted as well. Thanks also to Michael Cameron who 
gave up his Sunday afternoon to keep the food coming as well as cleaning up after us. Definitely an 
afternoon to remember.

Summer fun
Stay tuned for another afternoon of dancing, a BBQ and maybe even a swim at the home of Wayne, Susan, Jacqueline and Chantelle 
in the new year.  We’ll be FUNdraising again while definitely having lots of fun.  

The projects 
All proceeds will support the projects sponsored by the 
Christmas Bowl.  This year five projects are being supported.  
You can watch a video and read a story about each of them by 
visiting the links below or visiting the Act for Peace website 
Resources page:  https://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-
Bowl/Resources 
• The Remembrance Bowl - watch, read

• Vanuatu - Bringing home in times of disaster - watch, read
• Pakistan - Creating peace through education - watch, read
• Syria - Love in action for Syrian refugees - watch, read
• Zimbabwe - Joy amidst the drought - watch, read
• Myanmar - Lighting up the darkness for Rohingya refugees 

- watch, read
• Thank you - watch, read

https://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl/donation?s=CB18-WEB45
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl/Resources
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl/Resources
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/www_AFP/media/Christmas-Bowl/CB18%20Resources/CB18-01-Christ-the-King-Sunday.pdf
https://youtu.be/A_V0TyzDoJ4
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/www_AFP/media/Christmas-Bowl/CB18%20Resources/CB18-02-First-Sunday-of-Advent.pdf
https://youtu.be/4Tp0UAgV9N4
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/www_AFP/media/Christmas-Bowl/CB18%20Resources/CB18-03-Second-Sunday-of-Advent.pdf
https://youtu.be/maEdsuWGouk
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/www_AFP/media/Christmas-Bowl/CB18%20Resources/CB18-04-Third-Sunday-of-Advent.pdf
https://youtu.be/f1O42T5xnTE
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/www_AFP/media/Christmas-Bowl/CB18%20Resources/CB18-05-Fourth-Sunday-of-Advent.pdf
https://youtu.be/KCh7yakYHHU
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/www_AFP/media/Christmas-Bowl/CB18%20Resources/CB18-06-Christmas-Day.pdf
https://youtu.be/KCh7yakYHHU
https://www.actforpeace.org.au/www_AFP/media/Christmas-Bowl/CB18%20Resources/CB18-07-First-Sunday-after-Christmas.pdf
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry  News
From Janet
I am currently immersed in an intensive course at CTM on the ‘Nurture and Spiritual 
Guidance of Children’. Part of my role is to help us as a Church reflect theologically 
about nurturing, including and learning from children. I want to be able to reflect 
on what we do. Jesus put the child in the middle - so how do we do that as a 
community? He is no longer a child, but last week Jack was in the middle, in a way 
that spoke to us all about openness and connection. 

Different models and frameworks can help us map the territory.

Responding to the message to ‘become like a child’ I drew some stick figures. The 
little figures at the bottom are my attempt to convey that in the past, some saw 
young people as vessels to be filled with learning, or in need of fixing, or as mini 
adults. In contrast to this I offer the joyful image of young people who already have a 
spirituality - a felt sense of meaning and connectedness and wonder.

And speaking of reflective practice, here are some photos from the middle group’s 
session last Sunday.  Julie Perrin led the session capably assisted by Jacqui & 
Chantelle Matthews: We had a great bunch of children with thoughtful and fun 
responses to the themes of Alpha and Omega and the beautiful text from Revelation - 
‘I am the alpha and the omega says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come.’ 

  

Janet Watson Kruse, Children & Families Worker

JNC Update
The Joint Nominating Committee (JNC) has forwarded our proposal to UCA 
Presbytery, specifically the Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC).

The PRC was very excited, happy and supportive about our request for 
a Minister to work here at Brunswick with a specific missional focus on 
children (and their families), youth and young adults.  The new Minister will 
work in a  ‘team’ with Ian. 

The formalities have now gone to the next stage at Presbytery – that is to 
the Advisory Committee on Ministry Placement (ACOMP) who meet on 
Tuesday 27 November 2018.  Their job is to discern who they believe will 
best suit this placement.  

The ACOMP team will provide us with suggested people – perhaps one or 
two or three different names.  JNC will then arrange to meet each person 
– inviting them to have a conversation with us about the proposed role.    
And, eventually, conversations including Ian.   

The members of the JNC are John Buckley, the Presbytery Liaison Person; 
Ron Rosinsky – Rep from Pastoral Relations Committee;  and from BUC: 
Anita Brown-Major - chair of CYYA Committee;  Colin Hunter – rep from 
Student House committee; Claire Foley  - rep from Church Council. 
          Claire Foley, 25 November 2018  

Farewell Quilan
Quilan Goff joined the Student House Program 
at the start of this year.  Quilan has now completed 
his final year of a Paramedicine degree at Victoria 
University.  We have greatly appreciated Quilan’s 
musical gifts, playing the French Horn during 
worship on Sundays. 

Quilan we wish you well wherever your work as 
a Paramedic takes you and we hope you always 
find time to play music and offer your many gifts to 
whatever community you make your home in.

Saide Cameron
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> Presbytery News
On 17 November, Kate Scull and I attended the final Presbytery-
in-Council meeting for 2018. It was a big day.  

We inducted Jeanne 
Beale as Presbytery 
Minister with 
irrepressible side 
comments from Jeanne, 
and appreciative giggles 
from us, peppered 
throughout.

 
After morning tea, the Ministry formation committee presented 
Carlynne Nunn and Trang Vo who have been Candidates to 
become Ministers of the Word. They each spoke and were 
incredibly inspiring, sharing about their journey and what they’d 
learned and how they’d grown. They each finished by saying 
(paraphrased) ‘I feel ready for ministry now not because I know 
everything but because God is faithful and will be with me’. We 
voted unanimously to accept them both for ordination. 

Pastoral Relations Committee presented their report and tabled 
the report of the Life and Witness Consultation that Kate helped 
write. We voted to extend Leonie Percival’s placement in 
Darebin North West for up to 5 years. 

We had a conclusion service for Rose’s placement as Mission 
Development Strategist. We gave her more presents than she 
could hold and she spoke beautifully finishing with a quote from 
C.S. Lewis: 
   “Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight,
   At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more,
   When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death,
   And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again.”

After lunch we elected all the nominees for various Committees 
including Chair of the Presbytery, Bruce Watson. 

Shawn gave his final report for the Cultural Audit Implementation 
team, as they have substantially completed all the 
recommendations of the cultural audit. The presbytery was 
exceedingly grateful for the 18 months hard work which is now 
complete.

Peter Batten was farewelled from the presbytery and thanked 
for his work over the past 5 years. He is heading to Gippsland to 
take up a Presbytery role.  

It was definitely a big day.   
       Stephanie Gesling

> Congregational Meeting
Our Congregational Meeting was held after worship on Sunday 
25th November, chaired by Daniel Broadstock (Congregation 
Chair) with minutes taken by Saide Cameron (Congregation 
Secretary).  Thirty seven people attended the meeting with 
thirteen apologies offered.

The two agenda items for the meeting were Election of Elders 
and the Ministry Consultation.  Daniel Broadstock was re-elected 
as an Elder for a further one year term.  Kimberly Fraser, Karlien 
Kok and Amelia Ware were all elected for one year terms.

Shawn Whelan (Chair of Council) outlined the consultation 
process which was led by Rev. Peter Gaydor-White.  A report 
was preapred taking into account the submissions from various 
committees and the comments shared during the Informal 
Conversation held after worship on 18th November.  

A copy of the Review of Ministry report is available here.

Shawn affirmed that the report was overwhelming positive and 
moved a motion that the congregation express its intention that 
Ian’s ministry be extended for a further five years’.  Consensus 
was the obvious outcome!!  

Daniel thanked retiring elders Steph Gesling (2 years) and 
Kate Scull (3 years) for their contributions to the Pastoral Care 
ministry and Wider Church respectively.  

Ian shared his appreciation of the endorsement of his ministry, 
commenting that it had been a joyous almost 6 years.  He 
offered a closing prayer giving thanks for the ministry that we 
have shared and for the years to come as we work to bring 
God’s love to the attention of our community.

Daniel closed the meeting (the shortest ever at 20 minutes) and 
we adjourned for lunch/brunch in the Olive Way.

Minutes available here. Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Consultation-on-Rev-Ian-Ferguson.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Consultation-on-Rev-Ian-Ferguson.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CM-Minutes-251118.pdf
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> Regular Events

BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.   
Next ride - 13th January 

For more details contact Colin Hunter, 0407 522 587.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email  sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the second & fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Everyone is welcome and you can come every fortnight 
or just as you are available. If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574)  
or Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
We gather on the first Tuesday of the month from 7:00pm unless 
advised otherwise   
For details, contact Daniel Broadstock, 0479 039 640.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, & Art 
programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Join us for our end of year bash on Wednesday 19th 
December.
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 27th February 2019  
Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

Two books to kick off 2019…

Good night stories for rebel girls by Elena 
Favilli and Francesca Cavallo

A children’s book packed with 100 bedtime 
stories about the life of 100 extraordinary 
women from the past and the present, 
illustrated by 60 female artists from all over 
the world. This book inspires girls with the 
stories of great women, from Elizabeth I to Serena Williams.

We are all completely beside ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler

As a child, Rosemary Cooke never stopped 
talking; now that she’s started college, she 
has wrapped herself in silence. Rosemary 
is now an only child, but she used to have 
a sister the same age as her, and an older 
brother. Both are now gone—vanished from 
her life. There was something unique about 
Rosemary’s sister, Fern… find out what it is 
that makes her unhappy family unlike any other.

Everyone welcome. Speak to Faye or Christine if you would like 
more information. Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group 
Our End-of-Year Lunch will be on Friday 7 December at Alasya 
Turkish Restaurant, 555 Sydney Rd Brunswick.  ALL WELCOME.   
PLEASE RSVP to Helen by 4th December. helen.rowe@rocket-
mail.com   

Out and About is a monthly social group for older, active women 
and men.  We visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or 
coffee.  New members always welcome. Contact Helen Rowe 
for further information. Ph. 0423 009 813 or email helen.rowe@
rocketmail.com

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Distribution Day – NOTE THE DATE:  
Saturday 8 December, 10 am - 12 noon.  

One week early in December.  Come along and purchase your 
ingredients for Christmas baking.  New members welcome!  
Reduce plastic packaging going to landfill.  We buy in bulk (60 
products) and you bring your re-usable containers to fill with the 
quantity you want. Reasonable prices for products.   We meet 
in the Olive Way space.  Further information from Helen Rowe 
0423 009 813 or Meredith Budge 0403 717 714
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> Reports

The following matters have been attended to by the sure and 
steady hand of Church Council over the last month:

• We have finalised the Presbytery documentation as we 
move forward in seeking a candidate for our Children and 
Families Coordinator role. Now that we have completed the 
position description and conditions, the next step will be for 
Presbytery to begin to discern potential candidates.

• We have overseen the process of conducting a five-year 
review of our Minister of the Word, Ian. This was done 
partly under a broad policy of conducting regular reviews, 
and partly in recognition that Ian was originally called for an 
initial five-year term. Presbytery representative Peter Gador-
Whyte received feedback from a representative cross-
section of the congregation, all of whom expressed the 
highest admiration and affirmation for Ian’s work. Church 
Council was delighted to propose a further extension of 
Ian’s placement, which was accepted at our Congregation 
Meeting in November.

• We are beginning to think about developing the budget for 
the next financial year. All the committees will be beginning 
to prepare draft budgets for submission to Church Council.

• We are looking into drafting a broad Privacy Policy for the 
congregation which will cover issues like photography and 
the church website.

• We are preparing to discharge Kate Scull and Steph Gesling 
from Church Council with honours, after several years of 
wisdom and generous service. We are also welcoming 
three new Elders, Kimberly Fraser, Amelia Ware and Karlien 
Kok, each of whom were resoundingly elected at our 
Congregational Meeting.

• We are looking forward to the yearly program of events 
during Advent.

Daniel Broadstock

Church Council

Worship Committee
We enjoyed listening to a choral arrangement of E Cummings’ poem ‘I thank you God for this most amazing day’ to begin our 
November meeting, also our final meeting for the year.  We’ll be reflecting and celebrating the year with what will possibly be the 
first church meeting for the year on Wednesday 2nd January!!

Reflecting on worship since our October meeting we noted our 
appreciation for

• Areej Masoud’s gift of a chalice and plate on 21st October 
and Jenne Perlstein’s Prayers of the People and the 
particular way she drew all religions together.

• Helen Burnham’s new lyrics for ‘The Blind Man stood by the 
road’ which actually tell the gospel story

• the fun of Blessing of the Bikes on 28th October and the 
way this continues to share the message of our desire to 
care for creation

• Graeme Garret’s sermon and his celebration of Holy 
Communion on 4th November

• Ruth Tall and Naomi David being present (totally unplanned) 
on 11th November when Ian was telling the story of Ruth 
and Naomi

• the absolute privilege of sharing and 
celebrating Jack Bottcher’s baptism on 
18th November and our delight in having 
Daniel Whelan, who is the same age as 
Jack, offering the Bible readings

• and finally Ian’s preaching which 
continually challenges us to rethink what we thought we 
knew about the familiar stories from the Bible

We also discussed worship for the coming month and a few 
other bits and pieces.

• Preparations for Advent worship - we just love the way 
ideas take shape through conversations about the lectionary 
readings and the way in which the readings invite us to tell 
the stories in new and hopefully engage ways.  This year 
we discovered that the voices of various characters wanted 
to be heard over the four Sundays of Advent.

• The Christmas Eve Pageant is taking shape under the 
confident guidance of our director Caitlin Mullen-Beagley.  
Caitlin is encouraging the children to block out the scenes 
themselves, to have an awareness of the audience and to 
add their own jokes and insights into the script.

• We are looking forward to our Christmas services, see the 
Calendar, p2 for details

• As we look towards the new year we’ll be exploring how 
we offer Prayers of the People, looking to find new ways 
to engage more people in the creation of and leadership of 
worship and we are very definitely looking forward to the 
new shed system being built.  We’re waiting on a Moreland 
City Council permit (sigh).

• We also want to pro actively seek out ways to meaningfully 
engage our younger people in participating in and leading 
worship



	  

	  

16

4/11 Pentecost 24 Mark 12:28-34, Deuteronomy 6:1-9 Daniel Whelan and 
Saide Cameron shared the Gospel reading with the children.  We talked about 
commandments, what they are, what the greatest commandment is and how we 
might keep our focus on loving God with all our hearts, souls and minds and loving 
our neighbour as ourselves.  To help us remember the commandment we sang it 
together and then the children created a poster to take home.

We welcomed Graeme Garret as our preacher while Ian was enjoying a weekend 
off bush walking.  Graeme is a member of our congregation and one of our regular 
preachers.  He opened his sermon with this statement ‘Wherever the Christian life is good in the sight of 
God, the good thing about it is love.’  Graeme provided background into why the scribe asks the questions 
‘Which commandment is the greatest of all?’ and why the answer: “The first [command] is, ‘Hear, O Israel: 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbour 
as yourself.’”, matters to Jesus.  

Graeme commented that this is the ‘clearest statement of who we are as a community, and what we are 
meant to be about’.  Graeme explored the difficulties associated with the commandment, the challenge of the world that we live in, 
the call to bear witness.  He concluded by speaking of the Love Makes a Way movement as ‘just one example of what seems to me 
a particularly striking way of making these two commands real in the world today’, commenting that ‘these witnesses have stood up 
for the love of God. And that is something of eternal significance.’  He also reminded us that ‘Such standing up doesn’t always have to 
be so fraught or so organized or so named.’ 

Returning to the unknown scribe he concluded ‘And Jesus turned to this unknown, isolated figure, alone in 
the middle of all that hostility, and spoke words to him that he said to no one else in the record we have. ‘You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.’   
‘After that,’ says the text, ‘no one dared to ask him any question.’

Graeme presided over our celebration of Holy Communion.  We used the 
beautiful chalice, presented by Areej Masoud, for the first time.  Areej 
offered the chalice and plate in thanks for our support of the Palestine 
Israel Ecumenical Network Speaking Tour.

11/11 Pentecost 25 Ruth 1:1-18, Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 Ian gleefully invited Ruth Tall and Naomi David to come to the front with 
the children to help tell the beautiful story of Ruth and 
Naomi.  Dividing the children into two groups with one 
group being Ruth from New Zealand/Moab the other 
Naomi from Australia/Israel and casting himself as 
Orpah Ian brought the story to life in a very accessible 
way.  You can enjoy the hilarity in a sound recording 
here.  He spoke of Naomi’s journey, of the joys and 

sadness, challenges and tragedies that she faced with her daughters-in-law Ruth and Orpah, telling the children that Naomi decided 
to return to her own country and told her daughters-in-law to stay in their own country   He concluded sharing Ruth’s beautiful 
words ‘Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you.  Your people shall be my people and your God my God’.  He 
said that Ruth is like God who loves even into the places where it is hard to go.

In his sermon Ian took us through the story of Ruth again ‘this time including the parts that are 
not suitable for children’ beginning with the genealogy of Jesus and making particular note of the 
five women mentioned, all of whom he said ‘had some form of sexual scandal attached to their 
pregnancies including adultery, prostitution, deception and rape’.  To help us hear the word of God 
in this ancient story Ian offered us a jumping off point from Psalm 146:9 ‘The Lord watches over the 
stranger and the Lord sustains the orphan and the widow.  Praise the Lord’.  Ian reminded us through 
this of God’s primary concern for the most vulnerable people in the world, all present in this story.  He took us through the challenges 
that Naomi (a widow) faces to survive, the weight of patriarchal expectations and of Ruth (a stranger, a refugee and a foreigner) 
and her commitment to follow Naomi. Ian commented that in doing so ‘she will glean the fullness of the promised land as an empty 
outsider.  She will bring about the birth of divine hope ...’.

Concluding Ian said that ‘God is faithful like Ruth. God enters into the places of our vulnerability with a love that costs God dearly.  
That’s the message and it’s a good message.  But can we accept hearing it in this way?’  Ian offered us a series of questions to 
ponder and invited us to speak to our neighbour how the challenge of the story speaks into our lives and situations in the world. 

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/the-happy-obligation/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/oppression-or-faithfulness/
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18/11 Pentecost 26 Matthew 3:13-17, John 3:1-8, Romans 6:1-8, Matthew 28:16-20

Ian invited the children to come and listen as he read 
the book ‘Today is a Baptism Day’ in preparation for Jack 
Bottcher’s baptism.  Fiona had been reading this book with 
Jack for a number of weeks to help him prepare for the day.  
This beautiful inclusive story is a gift that we will treasure and 
revisit many times.  Thank you to Fiona for giving us a copy to 
keep and to share.  

After the story we moved to the Gathering Space around the 
font to celebrate Jack’s baptism.  Many of us had tears in our eyes as we witnessed Jack’s 
quiet responses to Ian’s questions ‘What do you want of God’s church today?’ - ‘Baptism’ 
and ‘Are you ready?’ - ‘Yes’.  We delighted in Jack’s enthusiastic hand shaking as he 
moved around the circle three times and offered our heartfelt affirmation to the baptism 
commitment we make to all who are baptised among us.   Thank you to Simone Alesich 
for her exquisite floral arrangement and to David Cameron for creating a candle holder 
especially for Jack.  See Celebrating, p7 for more.

In his sermon Ian invited us to reflect on baptism and began by asking a series of questions 
about baptism and our responses to the ceremony.  Issuing a pop-culture warning he 
said ‘today I want to compare the traditions of baptism to the regeneration of a Time Lord’.  
Ian took us through the recent regeneration of Dr. Who, now a woman played by Jodie 
Whittaker.   Drawing parallels with Paul’s writings about baptism he asked another series 
of questions including ‘What are your reference points for radical moments of regeneration, 
the deaths, the births, the reorientations of living? ... And then what about the call that is inherent in baptism?’.  Ian reminded us 
that  baptism is not an endpoint but ‘the beginning of the journey along the way of discipleship’.  We watched and listened to the 
Doctor again in her uncertainty about what lies ahead and her certainty about her calling to help people.  Ian commented on the 
reaffirmation of baptism - confirmation in which we make certain commitments, all of which he said ‘can be summarised in the 
following way – Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your neighbour as yourself.’  He affirmed that ‘Baptism 
is a gift, a gift of new beginning and a call to new being and we say thank you for that gift by committing to love God and one another 
as God loves with us with the love that we saw demonstrated for Jack this morning.’  Ian concluded ‘A radical new beginning like 
birth that calls us to become who we are by God’s grace and demands love in response. That’s baptism.  Live as the baptised.  In the 
name of Christ.  Amen’

25/11 Reign of Christ & Celebration of Ministry Mark 6:6b-13, Jeremiah 1:4-10, Acts 2:41-47 We departed from the Reign of 
Christ lectionary readings to focus on our celebration of the ministry that we have shared with Ian over the last five, nearly six years.  
A three page story about the service is offered on pages 3-5.

Beginning his sermon Ian said ‘Friends our bible readings this morning are all about being called to ministry and being sent to minister  
and I’d like to reflect with you now on the gospel reading  that we heard earlier.’  He invited us ‘to consider what it might mean for 
us to be sent by Jesus’, asking ‘Is that something you ever think about?’.  He went on to explain Ecclesiology and Christology and 
how the former corresponds to the later.  Ian reminded us that Mark’s gospel being divided into two parts and that the disciples are 
being sent out in the first half, ‘in their hard hearted ignorance’.  He said ‘They don’t understand who he is and what he’s about.  And 
yet he gives them the power to do as he does.’  Ian shared his own experience of ignorance on the first day of his Clinical Pastoral 
Education, of being sent to minister without a grasp on the fullness of Christ.  He wondered if we had had experiences like this.  
Returning to the gospel Ian reminded us that the disciples were sent out two by two to cast out demons and reflected then on the 
forces in our world that oppose God’s purposes - peace, justice for the lowly, loving community for creatures across the diversity of 
creation.  He shared his recent experience of sitting in at the Love Makes a Way action in Scott Ryan’s office. He spoke of his initial 
nervousness and then of the experience of singing and praying as being ‘powerful and natural’.  Ian concluded reminding us of Jesus’ 
call: ‘He called his disciples and began to send them out two by two.  Sent by Christ, where to go, what to do, who to meet, what 
power to confront, what healing to bring.  Amen’

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/regenerating-baptism/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/the-send-correspond-to-the-sender/
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

December 2 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion, Advent 1

December 24 Pageant, 7:00pm
Christmas Eve

January 6 Graeme Garrett
Holy Communion

December 9 Ian Ferguson
Advent 2, Baptism

December 24 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

January 13 Sunny Chen

December 12 Ian Ferguson, 7:30pm
Blue Christmas

December 25 Ian Ferguson
Christmas Day

January 20 To be confirmed

December 16 Ian Ferguson
Advent 3

December 30 Ian Ferguson January 27 Ian Ferguson

December 23 Ian Ferguson
Advent 4

Advent
A season of preparation, beginning on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, in which the Church 
recalls its hope and expectation in the coming of Christ, past, present and future.

Date Day First Reading  Psalm   Second Reading  Gospel   C
2/12 Advent 1  Jer 33:14-16  Ps 25:1-10  1 Thes 3:9-13  Lk 21:25-36  P
9/12 Advent 2  Mal 3:1-4   Lk 1:68-79  Pjil 1:3-11   Lk 3:1-6   P
16/12 Advent 3  Zep 3:14-20  Is 12:2-6   Phil 4:4-7   Lk 3:7-18   P
23/12 Advent 4  Mic 5:2-5a  Lk 1:46b-55   Heb 10:5-10  Lk 1:39-45 (46-55)  P
     or Ps 80:1-7          

Christmas
The Christmas - Epiphany season includes Christmas Eve/Day and the twelve days of Christmas.  It 
recalls the stories of the birth and infancy of Christ.  The church in this time celebrates the 
wonder of the incarnation; the season concludes with Epiphany.

Date Day First Reading  Psalm   Second Reading  Gospel   C
25/12 Christmas Day 1 Is 9:2-7  Ps 96   Titus 2:11-14  Lk 2:1-14 (15-2)  W
      Christmas Day 2 Is 62:6-12  Ps 97   Titus 3:4-7  Lk 2:(1-7) 8-20  W
      Christmas Day 3 Is 52:7-10  Ps 98   Heb 1:1-4(5-12)  Jn 1:1-14   W
30/12 Christmas 1 1 Sm 2:18-20, 26   Ps 148    Col 3:12-17   Lk 2:41-52  W
1/1 Holy Name of Jesus   Num 6:22-27  Ps 8   Gal 4:4-7 or Phil 2:5-11 Lk 2:15-21  W
3/1 Christmas   2 Jer 31:7-14  Ps 147:12-20  EPh 1:3-14  John 1:(1-9) 10-18  W
6/1 Epiphany   Is 60:1-6   Ps 2:1-7, 10-14  Eph 3:1-12  Mt 2:1-12  W

After Epiphany
A period in which the church reflects on the manifestation of Christ to all people.  The Baptism 
of the Lord is the first Sunday of this period.   The Transfiguration of the Lord is the last 
Sunday.  The length of this period depends on the date of Easter.

Date Day First Reading  Psalm   Second Reading  Gospel   C
13/1 Baptism of Jesus  Is 43:1-7  Ps 29   Acts 8:14-17  Lk 3:15-17, 21-22  W
20/1 Epiphany 2   Is 62:1-5   Ps 36:5-10  1 Cor 12:1-11  Jn 2:1-11   G
27/1 Epiphany 3  Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Ps 19   1 Cor 12:12-31a  Lk 4:14-21  G



December Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Advent 1 December 2 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       HC 
11:00 – Collage workshop 
11:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p  

Christmas Celebration 

 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
11:00 – Olive Arts  
 
 
6:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
 

 6 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
 
 
12:00 – Out & About Lunch 
 
 
 

 8 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 

Advent 2 9 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
11:00 – Collage workshop 

& Boogie Cuts 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 11 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 12 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
11:00 – Olive Arts  

 
 
6:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
7:30 – Blue Christmas 

 13 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 14 
 

 
 
 
 
7:00 – Carols at the Manse 
  

 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent 3 16 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
11:00 – Boogie Cuts 
11:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 18 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 19 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Olive Way   

Christmas 
 
 
6:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
6:30 – Stewart Lodge Carols 

 20 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 22 
9:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 

  Advent 4 23 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
11:00 – Singing on the Steps 
11:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

  Christmas Eve 24 
 
 
 
2:00 – Pageant Rehearsal 
 
7:00 – Pageant 
11:30 – Christmas Eve HC 

Christmas Day 25 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
 
 

 26 
 
 

 27 
 
 
 
 

 28 
 
 
 
 
 

 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 30 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 1 
 
 
 
  
 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
 
 
 
 

 4 
  

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Pesto 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
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