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June 2018 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation
Gaza is a word on a coloured card
Gaza is a word on an 20cm square 
card, blue background, large black 
letters, stuck on a massive wall, 
beside a narrow, dark entrance. 
It is my destination. I am not far 
from Jerusalem, at Erez Crossing, 
a place which combines the look 
and feel of a prison entrance 
and immigration terminal. The 
Israeli authorities have decided 
I can enter, their right to decide 
not negotiable. Others trying to 
enter Gaza on this day have their 
permits knocked back. I have 
passed by the contemptuous, 
interrogating immigration official 
in her bullet proof booth. I am 
ready to pass through the narrow 
cave-like entrance, through the reinforced steel turnstiles, and to 
walk across the 5oo metres of no-man’s land. This is Gaza.

Gaza is a strip of land, 40km by 10km, one quarter of the area 
of Geelong and home to 2 million people. It is their home and 
the world’s largest open-air prison. No-one can leave. Not even 
strawberries can leave it seems. A Palestinian business close 
to Israel tries to export organic, freshly-picked strawberries to 
Europe but they are kept for four days at the Israeli border. What 
was freshly picked is now sad, fermenting and unwanted. Just 
like Gaza.

I am here to meet people, to talk about health, to review 
development work and to train Palestinians. I run a two-
day workshop on Appreciative Inquiry and Strength-Based 
Approaches to development and think bitterly to myself, are 
there any strengths here? I talk about the glass being either 
half-full or half-empty, some women scoff, “half-empty, half-full, 
what does it matter, the water in the glass is undrinkable, it’s 
polluted”. Just like the Mediterranean coast line where raw 
sewerage gets dumped because of the lack of electricity and 
treatment facilities.

Yet there are strengths here. Women 
who talk about their communities’ 
efforts to support others with 
breast cancer, or combat divorce, 
or domestic violence. Women 
who are strong. They appreciate 
my stumbling ideas and forgive 
my lack of Arabic. A few note 
their appreciation of support from 
Australia. They soak up and claim 
the training for their own practice. 
One woman concludes, “My head 
was full of the siege, but now I see 
we do have assets we can build on, 
we can do things.” She looks me 
in the eye, “You have cleared the 
rust from my head!” I feel slightly 
crushed by humility and I wonder to 

myself, where does she get the strength for this?

Gaza is women like Eman, Leila, Sawsan, Maha and many 
others. They are strong and smart, able to analyse their situation 
in a way that surpasses and exposes the trite commentary that 
comes from political leaders and news commentators. These are 
not passive dupes, beholden to so-called Islamic rhetoric, but 
people who are desperate for life, for freedom, for the chance 
to export their strawberries as well as fresh fish and vegetables. 
They are desperate for their children to be able to travel, learn, 
laugh. They also claim the right to protest for these freedoms 
and opportunities. 

I am in Gaza at the time of two of the Friday protests. I hear the 
ambulances bringing the wounded back to the hospitals. I hear 
the constant sound of armed and unarmed Israeli drones in the 
sky above Gaza. These drones are there twenty-four-seven. If a 
Palestinian flies a kite near the Israeli wall, they will be shot, but 
somehow constant surveillance of two million people by drones 
is acceptable.
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> Index

I talk to women who cannot get the medical treatment they 
need in Gaza and have to travel to hospitals in East Jerusalem 
or elsewhere. Health officials tell me that 60% of applications 
to enter Israel are rejected. No reasons given. Or a sick woman 
might be given permission for the first round of chemotherapy, 
but not the next one in four weeks. Or she might be given 
permission, but has to travel alone, without support or 
companionship. I learn that Palestinians cannot take suitcases 
with wheels or any electronic equipment through the crossing, 

only bags which can be carried by hand. Security measures or 
yet another humiliation?

And when it is time to go, I feel guilty about leaving. It is so easy 
for me. It takes me four hours to travel the 80km from Gaza City 
to Jerusalem. The two million women and men in Gaza have 
been waiting 70 years to make the same trip. Perhaps they have 
the right to protest about this injustice. Perhaps we need to 
listen. 
                  Tim Budge

June
The Uniting Winter Appeal is held 
during the month of June and we 
will acknowledge the work of this 
appeal during worship on 3rd June.

Also during this service we will welcome and bless Valentina 
Satvedi as our Interim Student House Support Worker and Janet 
Hogan as our Interim Youth Support Worker.

Ian will be on leave for 10th June and preparing for Assembly 
worship in the week leading up to 17th June.  We look forward 
to welcoming Graeme Garret, a member of our congregation, 
as our preacher on 10th June and David Withers, Strategic 
Framework Minister for they Synod, on 17th June.

We will acknowledge Refugee Week 
and the 41st Anniversary of the Uniting 
Church on 24th June. 

#WithRefugees is the theme for Refugee 
Week 17th-23rd June 2018 in Australia.

July
Ian is the Convenor of the Assembly Worship Team for the 
15th Assembly in July from 8th-15th July.

For these two Sundays we will welcome Monica 
Melanchthon, Co-ordinator of Studies - Old Testament at 
Pilgrim Theological College as our preacher on 8th July and 
Sunny Chen, one of our regulars and Co-ordinator of Chaplaincy 
at the University of Melbourne on 15th July.

August
Ian & Beth will be enjoying a two week holiday in August.  

We will welcome Carlynne Nunn, member of our congregation 
and candidate for the ministry, as our preacher on 12th August.  
Geoff Thompson, also member of our congregation and Co-
ordinator of Studies - Systematic Theology, as our preacher on 
19th August.

> Worship Calendar

1. Meditation
2. Worship Calendar
3. Culture of Safety, Pastoral Care News
4. Worship News
5. Worship News, D&E News, 

Special Events
6. JAM News - Olive Way
7. JAM News - Committee, BUC Arts

8. JAM News - FUNdraising
9. CY&YA News - Celebration
10. CY&YA News - Celebration,  

Congregational Meeting
11. Regular Events
12. Reports:  Church Council,  

Property Committee
13. Reports:  Finance Committee

14. Reports:  Finance Committee, 
Worship Committee

15. Reports:  Worship Committee
16. Reports:  Worship Committee
17. Reports:  Happy Birthday, 

Preaching Plan, Lectionary
18. Diary

https://vt.uniting.org/winterappeal/
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au
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Keeping Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, you may report this in confidence so that support can be provided. You may 
speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact Person appointed by Church Council.  
Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised. 

Please contact Helen in person or by telephone at 0423 009 813

> Culture of Safety

> Pastoral Care News
Hospitality Ministry    
Every month we write that there was a steady stream of 
newcomers and visitors and this past month of May has seen 
an even greater number of visitors and newcomers come 
to our Church. This stretches our Hospitality team but we 
wouldn’t have it any other way and we always see others in 
the congregation talking to people if the Hospitality person is 
chatting with someone else. Many visitors came for Anika’s 
farewell from her role as Youth and Student House support 
worker. The Church was also full for the Baptism of Jacob Lourey 
with many family members and friends coming to celebrate this 
occasion with parents Ally and Adam and grandparents Susan 
and Peter. We have had several Theologians either as visitors 
or as wishing to make Brunswick UC their spiritual home and 
the Sunday evening Table Church is an option some newcomers 
are also taking up, particularly when they have commitments 
Sunday mornings. Quite a few of our newcomers participated 
in the MMM May dinners and lunches and several young adults 
are keen to join the Mulling group. These activities and many, 
many more on offer, help those new to BUC find a way of 
meeting people and hopefully a way to feeling they are part of 
and supported by the BUC community.

The Hospitality team met on 23rd May. With the assistance 
of Saide, we have 
developed a new paper-
based “Newcomers 
Card” as well as an 
on-line form on the BUC 
website which new 
people can complete 
as an alternative. We 
also discussed how 
the Hospitality Ministry was travelling, reviewed the list of 
newcomers for follow up and arranged a new Sunday Hospitality 
roster for June and July. 

If you are new or newish and have yet to obtain a name tag or to 
get onto the BUC email list, please ask for the Newcomers Card 
to complete from the welcomers at the front door on a Sunday 
morning or contact Jane Allardice or Ian Ferguson. Equally if 
you wish to become more engaged with the activities and life 
at BUC, the Hospitality team would love to assist you – Ian 
Ferguson, Jane Allardice, Ray Cameron, Sheila Calwell, Graham 
Lawrence and Michael Rigby.   
             Jane Allardice

Compassion Ministry   
May has been quite a busy month, for instance we have met and begun our planned “Circle of Friends” program and made several 
visits to both hospitals and homes where we have provided food when needed. The Prayer group has continued to pray daily for 
those who have requested it. We will continue to meet monthly and communicate via email or phone as each need arises.

We offer our love, prayers and support to Helen & Mal Rowe following the death of Helen’s father, Alan Moulton, on 21st May and 
also to Peter & Christine, Stephen and Andrew Hornby following the death of Peter’s mother, Helen Hornby, on 23rd May.  Helen was 
also David Rees’ mother-in-law.  Members of the congregation attended the funerals, both of which were held on 30th May.

We would invite anyone who wishes to receive assistance of any kind please contact Ian, Leanne or Glenice. 
                                    Glenice Cook

May offered a Cafe Style Morning Tea after worship on 
Sunday 6th May, which was so much easier to set up with the 
stackable black chairs - thank you Property Committee.  It was 
lovely to see people sitting down, relaxing and chatting around 
the temporarily relocated Olive Way tables.

Our Marvellous Mouth-Watering May Dinners held over the 
weekend of 25th-27th May saw 5 meals offered (1 on Friday 

and 2 each on Saturday evening and Sunday lunch) with 37 
people enjoying a meal and conversation.  Our next triple letter 
weekend will be in September.  Be ready to join in the fun.  

Community events coming up include BUC Cycle after worship 
on 3rd June, World Wide Knit in Public Day on 9th June and 
the Trivia Night on 16th June.  Lots of ways to be involved.  
Check out Special and Regular Events for all the details.

Community Team

Saide Cameron
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Worship News
Pentecost Sunday

To celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit on 20th May we returned to Lent and Easter Day 
with the sounds of Lent, the Brunswick Alleluia and the dancing curtain.  Our first song 
‘Enemy of Apathy’, a beautiful story song of the Holy Spirit moving through the story of our 
faith was made even more beautiful with Beth Shelton dancing to the first verse.  The first 
part of the Acts reading was brought to life with images project on the dancing curtain 
followed by Saide Cameron telling Peter’s address to the assembled people in Jerusalem.  
Our prayers of adoration and confession were also enhanced by images projected on the 
curtain.  Video recordings are available on YouTube.  Search Brunswick Uniting Church.

Ian invited the children to come forward to listen 
to the story of Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of 

dry bones. Whirlies evoked Ezekiel being brought to the valley.  Rhythm sticks spoke of 
dry bones.  Triangles accompanied the prophecy of the sinews, flesh, skin and breath.  
Together the sticks and triangles brought us to the place of breath and then all was still as 
the curtain brought the life giving breath to the valley of dry bones.  We sang the Brunswick 
Alleluia with all the joy of the sounds of Lent and Easter celebrating the breath of God 
singing through us. (See Worship Committee report for a summary of the sermon.)  

Baptism
On, Trinity Sunday, 27th May we celebrated the baptism of Jacob Peter William Bugan Lourey.  Jacob is the five month old son 
of Ally Carpenter & Adam Lourey.  When offering the Acknowledgement of Country Natalie Sims offered these words ‘As we make 
our acknowledgment of country this morning, we remember that yesterday was Sorry Day, a day of remembrance for the Stolen 
Generations. We also particularly welcome the family of Jacob who is being baptised today. Jacob is descended from the Yidinji 
people of Far North Queensland and as we pay our respects to the traditional owners of Brunswick and their Elders, we remember 

that all of Australia always was and always will be Aboriginal land.’

Ian introduced Jacob and his parents, Ally Carpenter & Adam Lourey to 
the children at the end of the Children’s Time and we followed them to 
the Gathering Space singing ‘Holy holy holy my heart, my heart adores 
you’.  Gwen Arnold in her role as an Elder of the congregation welcomed 
Jacob and his family including grandparents Susan & Peter and Barbara 
& Peter together with godparents Nicole and Josh and presented Jacob 
for baptism.  She commented that Jacob has made his way into the 
hearts of his family and loves cuddles and gurgle chats.  

https://youtu.be/F_bxYbhlmOI
https://youtu.be/fDzW6z3C6Ho
https://youtu.be/CPPyA2L5xQk
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> Special Events

It goes without saying that groups are diverse and complex. 
What does it mean to be on the margins of a group - to be on 
the outside looking in? Alternatively, what does it mean to be 
in the mainstream, to have your experiences taken as default? 
How do these dynamics affect how different people experience 
the same group and how can we learn to be more inclusive and 
aware of diversity?

This is a reflective and exploratory workshop about group 
dynamics to strengthen the capacity of facilitators. This 
session will draw on the work of Training for Change (US 
social movement educators) and Arnold and Amy Mindell 
(Processwork and Worldwork). 

Holly Hammond is founder, director and principal facilitator 
and trainer with Plan to Win. She is also the founder and co-
convenor of the Melbourne Campaigners’ Network and Plan to 
Thrive. Holly has been facilitating groups since she first became 
politically active at high school in the early 1990s and brings 
over twenty years of experience in social movements to her 
work as an educator, facilitator and mentor. (http://plantowin.
net.au/people/ )

********************

Join the Discipleship & Education committee on Thursday 26th 
July, 7:30pm at BUC, to explore how these questions speak 
into our ministry of hospitality, and also into our general sense 
of what it is to be a “community of communities” - how we find 
our place, understand our place and help others to do likewise.

What’s your view point? Marginal or mainstream?

Discipleship & Education News

Save these dates for June, July and August

• 3rd June - Retiring Offering for Uniting Winter Appeal 
(p2,8)

• 9th June - World Wide Knit in Public Day (p.7)
• 16th June - Trivia Night & Auction (p.7) FUNdraising for The 

Olive Way
• 15th July - Cafe Style Morning Tea

• 21st July - Bush Dance, Sausage Sizzle & Op Shop, 
FUNdraising for the ASWC (p.7)

• 26th July - Mainstreams & Margins workshop, (p.5)
• 29th July - Combined BIUC service (9:30am)  

with Soup & Rolls lunch
• 12th August - Sunday Singalong
• 26th August - Popup lunches

Worship Leaders’ Workshop
On Wednesday 30th May the 
worship committee hosted a workshop 
for people interested in learning about 
how we use our voices as leaders of 
worship, prayers and Bible readings.  
Daniel Whelan shared some vocal 
warm up exercises including having a 
conversation without using consonants 
and repeating the sentence ‘My mother 

makes me mash my mini M&Ms on Mondays’ several times.  

Helen Burnham then shared her considerable expertise as an 
opera singer, singing teacher and actor to help us to
• develop our understanding of pitch in order to avoid being 

monotonous, 
• be aware of how we end a sentence and the tendency to 

drop the ends or overuse an upward inflection
• be aware of the sense of the words - some words can 

be stretched to make them sound like the word, eg glory, 
afraid, sing

• make use of spaces, timing and silence; commenting that a 
pause can add suspense

Helen encouraged us to always 
practice reading our prayers and 
Bible readings out loud before 
worship to make sure we had a 
full sense of what we are ready.

We then chose a short reading 
each and practiced them.  We 
listened to each other and offered 
feedback.  It was both fun and educational.

Shawn Whelan then offered his expertise with use of the 
microphones.  This included the not so simple task of how to 
turn the hand held and head set microphones on and off.  More 
importantly we learnt about the distance to stand in relation 
to the lectern microphone for different purposes.  One of the 
most important things is when standing close to the lectern 
microphone to not speak directly into it in order to avoid the 
‘pop’ sound.  

Speak to  Shawn, Alistair Hunter or Ray Cameron. before or 
after worship to give you a quick run through on microphone 
technique.  Sound checks are vital, especially if you are doing 
something a little different. 
         Saide Cameron

http://plantowin.net.au/people/
http://plantowin.net.au/people/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/world-wide-knit-in-public-day-2/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/4350/
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> JAM News

Its Thursday, I look down from my wall to see staff and 
volunteers offering hospitality, connection and conversation 
to 60-70 visitors whose personal circumstances include 
financial pressure, poor accommodation options, long term 
unemployment, mental illness, broken relationships and 
100 other social pressures, often where no fault for those 
circumstances rests with them. And even if it does it doesn’t 
make any difference to the response that is offered.

They share their stories and the associated pain with ears open 
to listen and understand. Often in response to a “how are you” 
or “what is happening in your world” a visitor will talk for 10 
minutes without interruption and then thank the listener for 
the conversation. From a position of social privilege the listener 
learns so much from the relatively underprivileged about the 
heart of the gospel.

Every Thursday the listeners meet Jesus incarnated in the lives 
of others and it leads us to read the stories of Jesus with new 
eyes. We learn so much from them. Our eyes at last see the 
reality of what Jesus said in Matthew 25 about welcoming him 
in the stranger and feeding him in the hungry. The Kingdom has 
come in our midst.

We are the receiver before we are the giver. We reach out our 
hands for the broken body of our Lord and find it in the touch or 
tears of another.

I look down as Helen applies nail polish for women and watch 
them smiling as it appears to lift their self-image. I notice Peter 
the Coordinator welcome an older lady who always brings him 
some magazines with crosswords and puzzles and they enjoy 
them together. I heard a lady tell Barry “I love coming here  - the 
people are so friendly”. I see Peter the Chef being patient with 

someone asking for double salami on their toasted sandwich. 
Bev the volunteer offering a warm greeting to a newcomer 
whose face lights up in response. A man shares stories of his life 
in great detail with anyone willing to listen - sometimes naming 
months and dates going back many years because he has no 
one else to share the story of his life with. Another woman gave 
thanks for the establishment of Olive Way because “it saved 
her life”. A man when asked what was happening in his world 
replies “This is my world. Why aren’t you open every day?” 
Another woman was sad and in tears because her children did 
not contact her on her birthday. 

Most of the visitors are only known by their first name. Their 
surname is not important. They come from 20 different countries 
and sometimes it looks like a meeting of the United Nations. But 
all are welcome in the name of this Jesus I hear about when I 
sit on the wall of the Church at worship every Sunday. And they 
help me to better understand the readings and preaching that 
are offered there. 

I have never sat on the wall of any room where the lives of 
so many are so positively impacted. Many who come looking 
gloomy walk out with a big smile. Like the man who came last 
week and told a volunteer his name was a well-known brand 
name of a wristwatch. The volunteer said “I will see you at the 
same time next week” The man laughed loudly and went away 
happy. It is not complicated!

The Volunteers go home encouraged to keep offering their time 
in this Ministry and I go back to sleep on the Wall until I fly into 
the Church on Sunday to hear more readings from Matthew 25. 
Then I’m going to find someone to annoy…

by Barry Cook

I am a fly on the Wall at Olive Way - What do I see?

The past week at Olive Way we have been celebrating National Volunteers week. It’s a chance for us to say thanks to the volunteers 
for all the hours they put in, and also a chance for the Olive Way regulars to express their gratitude. To honour our volunteers we 
flipped roles on Wednesday, volunteers were waited on by the guests and given a special place of honour at the lunch table. While 
we make the effort to say thanks on this one week we are always incredibly grateful for our volunteers. They make the place.

Peter Blair, Olive Way Co-ordinator

Olive Way

National Volunteers Week
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From the committee ...
At our May meeting we enjoyed a delicious meal with a view at 
the home of Meredith & Tim Budge and then discussed:

Olive Way Kitchen Renovation project - Belinda from Allen 
Kong Architects has visited the Olive Way and also met with 
other people from the church to learn more about the various 
uses of the space and the kitchen.  The OW Steering Group 
met at the end of the month to identify priorities arising from 
Belinda’s report.  We will respond to the brief at our June 
meeting from which we will make a recommendation to Council.

Olive Way Steering Committee Manual for Members - We 
will recommend to Council that the manual be ratified for use by 
the Committee.

Olive Way Three Year Review - Tim Budge will lead the 
review with the support of Richard Arnold.  The review will have 
a participatory focus that gives ownership of the project and the 
opportunity for different perspectives, voices and backgrounds 
to be heard.  The review will be conducted in August with 
preparations to be carried out in July.  We will report to Council 
in October.

Arts Access Review - Beth Shelton and Colin Hunter together 
with an independent member will conduct a review of the Art 
Stop program with a focus on discerning the alignment of values 
between Arts Access and our congregation.  

We have prepared a briefing document and Terms of Reference 
for the Review Team.  We anticipate the review being completed 
for response and recommendations for our August meeting.

Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre - the ASWC Reference 
Group has finalised a briefing paper for Uniting in response 
to concerns that asylum seeker issues would slip through 
the cracks of the new mega organization.  The briefing paper 
outlines the series issues facing asylum seekers and the impact 
on service providers arising from government policy.

Stewart Lodge Ministry - We agreed that John’s farewell was 
a beautiful and fitting celebration of his contributions to the life 
of our congregation.

We are continuing the Stewart Lodge driving roster and will 
review the need for this to continue at our July meeting.

Pay Parity, a conversation with Church Council - Meredith 
Budge attended the May Council meeting to share our thoughts 
about pay parity within our Ministry Team.  This has been a 
very positive process which allowed both us and the Council to 
explore our sense of mission, how we value leadership roles and 
what they offer.

Tower Room Window - A Pentecost banner 
featuring the dry bones from Ezekiel’s vision is 
currently on display.  This banner was made 
for Pentecost Sunday for the South West 
Brunswick congregation 21 years ago.  Check 
it out if you haven’t already.

Later this month Abi Benham-Bannon will 
create a display to focus attention on Refugee 
Week.

Saide Cameron

BUC Arts

World Wide Knit in Public Day
Join us for the World Wide Knit in Public Day 2018 on the 9th 
of June from 12noon to 4pm in The Olive Way.   Once again, 
KOGO will be our nominated charity and we look forward to 
their representation on the day. WE will be the hub of WWKIP 
Melbourne!  

Join us to ‘Knit, Wrap 
& Give with Love’,  
Everyone is welcome - 
knitters of all abilities. 
Yarn, needles, tuition 
and patterns for beanies, 
scarves and fingerless 
gloves provided by KOGO. 
Light lunch will be served and afternoon tea and coffee. 

Enquiries Ann Soo on annsoo11@tpg.com.au

Committee
• Tim Hoffmann has prepared a draft Vision and Values 

statement which we will review at our next meeting.

• A project submission statement has been prepared and 
is available to anyone who wants to develop a creative 
project.  The statement provides a space for an initial 
outline and then a more detailed description of how the 
project will be developed and the level of support required 
from the committee.

• In recent months we have supported Abi Benham-Bannon’s 
Climate Change Dance project and Steph Gesling’s Rest & 
Play Workshops.  In June Julie Perrin will be holding two 
community story telling times on Thursday evenings.

Olive Arts Collective
The Wednesday art program will be facilitated by the Collective 
for four weeks with our community artist friends Philip and Geoff

Saide Cameron

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/world-wide-knit-in-public-day-2/
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Olive Way FUNdraising
The first of our two big events 
for the year is the Trivia Night & 
Auction on Saturday 16th June.  
Here are the ‘fast facts’ for the 
evening:

• We want 16 tables of trivia players to make the night 
truly sensational.  So far we nine hosts.  Consider signing 
up to be a host, pick a theme and encourage your guests to 
dress up - there is a prize to be won.

• Expect 6 big rounds of trivia with fun games along the 
way

• Be ready to bid at the Auction of four fabulous items: a 
weekend away at a holiday house, a High Tea for minimum 
12 people, a 6-course international meal with mystery wine 
tasting for 6-8 people, a Backyard Blitz.  You might want to 
think about forming a consortium for the first three items.

• Peruse the Silent Auction of maybe 12-15 items, a list will 
be published in advance in case you can’t join us and want 
to make a bid.   A deluxe cheesecake will be offered on the 
night to launch the Silent Auction

• There will be prizes with a very BUC slant (almost 
nothing commercial!) for:  the winning table, the best 
theme dressed table, a mystery prize, the two best dressed 
individuals, the ‘Sit Down If ...’ game as well as random 
spot prizes during the evening 

• Drinks will be available at bar prices 
• A preserves table will allow you to stock up your pantry 

with chutneys, relish, jellies, jams and marmalades (this 
table will also be available after worship the following day).  

It’s going to be a fabulous night, hosted by the ever amazing and 
incredibly encouraging Alistair Hunter.  

Book a table (or a seat) with Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743 and 
simply do not miss out on this community event!!

We’d love to hear from anyone who can help us to organize this 
big event, with lots of tasks - big & small, preparation & on the 
day.  

Our FUNdraising target for the Olive Way is $5,000 for the year.  
Join in the fun in whatever you can.

BUC Catering
BUC Catering (supporting The Olive Way ministries) is almost 
ready to launch.  We’ve been researching commercial catering 
rates and working on fixing rates that are reasonable and 
respectful of the time and effort volunteers offer to the project.  
Our menu list for events and/or special occasions is looking very 
inviting.  We will cater for morning tea, afternoon tea or supper 
for special occasions, providing, for example, 6 pieces of savoury 
and 4 pieces of sweet food per person at reasonable rates.  We 
will provide desserts and birthday cakes on request, also at 
reasonable rates.  

In doing this we want to emphasize that this is not to be seen as 
a bargain opportunity, cheap way to cater for events but rather 
an opportunity to ‘engage people in the FUNDraising events and 
activities of the congregation’ (one of our goals) and to provide 
high quality home cooked food for people who want to support 
the Olive Way ministries.  Also just a note that we won’t be 
advertising publicly, just within the congregation for family and 
friends.

So if you love to cook and/or have a particular speciality that you 
think someone else might enjoy for their special occasion please 
contact Saide, 0407 096 743, to register your interest.  The 
more people we have on the catering team the less each of us 
will need to be available.

ASWC FUNdraising
In addition to the Olive Way target we also have a FUNdraising 
target of $5,000 for the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre.  Last 
year’s ‘Welcome to my House Dinners’ funded three projects 
for the ASWC:  Development of the ASWC Community Edible 
Garden,  Safe Food Handling Course, Refugee Week program.  
These programs support the resilience of people seeking asylum 
living in the community while they await an outcome on their 
protection visa application.

This year our second big event will be a Bush Dance, Sausage 
Sizzle & Op Shop on Saturday 21st July.  Save the date, 
polish off your dancing shoes and be ready to have even more 
community fun.

Saide Cameron

FUNdraising
Uniting Winter Appeal 
The previously advertised Pie Drive has been 
cancelled.  We now invite you to make a retiring 
offering to support the Uniting Winter Appeal after 
worship on Sunday 3rd & 10th June.  You may also like to 
make a donation online.

The number of homeless and struggling families 
is set to grow amid poor living circumstances and 
financial pressures.  Enquiries to Uniting Vic.Tas 
emergency relief centres have grown significantly 

over the last 12 months with more people requiring material aid 
such as food, vouchers and child education support. 

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/4350/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/4350/
https://vt.uniting.org/winterappeal/
https://vt.uniting.org/winterappeal/
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News
Celebration of Anika’s ministry
During worship on Sunday 6th May we celebrated Anika Jensen’s ministry as our Youth and 
Student House Support Worker.  Anika was our liturgist for the service during which members 
of the Student House Committee, YUCY and the Student House Program participated in 
offering Bible readings and leading prayers.  Anika has served in her roles for 2&1/2 years 
making a significant contribution to the wellbeing of the lives of many of the youth and young 
adults in our congregation.  It was an absolute delight to welcome Anika’s many friends and 
family members (not least Anika’s parents) to celebrate with us. 

During Children’s Time Ian commented that we were farewelling Anika in 
the light of Jesus words in the gospel of John ‘you are my friends if you do 
what I command you which is love one another as I have loved you’.  (See 
the Worship Committee report for more on this very enjoyable Children’s 
Time.)

Later Ian introduced a time of reflection on the friendship that Jesus 
offers to his community.   Speaking of Jesus’ commandment that brings 
‘radical equality into the community of disciples’ he invited Anika to 
introduce a number of the young people with whom she had ministered to 
share stories of friendship that tell us of the ways our ministry connects with some of the 
different ages and needs and hopes in our community.

• YUCY (our fortnightly Youth Group) - Fergus Moorhouse, Charlie Moorhouse and 
Dan Whelan shared their experience of YUCY meetings as being a great place for 
meeting people and where values and expectations are established together.  They 
commented on the good atmosphere, being happy and the pleasure of excursions and 
playing games.  Charlie concluded saying that they are sad to see Anika finishing, that 
she was a great leader and they would miss her. 

• YUCYOG (for the older teenagers) - Hannah Alvis and Josh Calwell shared their 
experience of friendship which started in very early primary school and has continued 
through the years with occasional and more regular contact, of the ease of picking up 
the friendship after extended breaks very easily.  They spoke about the study group 
gatherings as being a good time for studying, eating, gossiping and talking through 
strategies.  They concluded expressing their appreciation for Anika’s friendship.

• Student House Program (ten students from the different parts of the world, 
Australia and Victoria living in intentional Christian Community in two houses on 
Brunswick Road) - Brianna Bartley, Cecily Xiang and Elizabeth Stoke all spoke of Anika 
as a wonderful friend who offered friendship and guidance to each of them.  Speaking 
of being part of the SHP they commented on making new friends, sharing meals, 
studying together, feeling safe and being encouraged (by Anika) to get involved in the 
wider BUC community.   
Elizabeth spoke on behalf of the whole SHP saying to Anika ‘We would like to say thank 
you and we know that you will continue to be a wonderful support to many people in 
your role as a Social Worker’.

Anika concluded this time of reflection offering these thoughts:  We are super lucky to have such mature, reflexive, vulnerable and 
considerate young people in our community. These young people, in youth group, the student house spaces and life in general, offer 
so much compassion, joy and enthusiasm to those around them. It’s truly wonderful that Brunswick 
Uniting recognises the need for carving out space for younger generations to enact faith, a space 
where we acknowledge the wisdom and gifts of our whole community. 

I know for me, it’s such a unique experience to have close connections with people from other 
generations, both older and younger. I think it’s one of the rarest joys of church to realise how similar 
we all are between different ages, and conversely by creating space for youth, we are able to know 
our young people as individuals and understand their diversity and uniqueness. 

Anika and her parents  
during Morning Tea
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Congregational Meeting
Church Council requested a meeting to be held after worship 
on Sunday 20th May.  The meeting was chaired by Daniel 
Broadstock with minutes taken by Saide Cameron.  It was 
attended by 40 people with 5 apologies offered.  Shawn Whelan 
(Chair of Council) provided an overview of our Children, Youth & 
Young Adult ministry.

The CYYA ministry currently comprises three roles:  1) Children 
& Families Pastor, 0.5 position which has been formally vacant 
since May 2017 and has been filled by two consecutive interim 
workers; 2) Student House Support Worker, 10  hour p/w 
position recently vacated by Anika Jensen; 3) Youth Leader, 8 
hour p/w position also recently vacated by Anika.

Shawn shared good news with respect to each of these roles 
being filled by Interim workers:  1) C&F - Janet Watson Kruse 
for an initial three months and month to month extension; 2) 
SHP - Valentina Satvedi; 3) YS - Janet Hogan (this last role was 
finalised after the meeting).

Shawn then described the discernment process undertaken 
by the CYYA committee and Church Council since Julie Perrin 
concluded as our Children & Families Pastor.  He noted the 
Council’s surprise that there was so little interest in the part time 
C&F position.  Together they ‘have discerned that we should seek 
to call a minister (or experienced lay pastor) who has the gifts 
and vocation for CYYA ministry into a 2nd Placement at BUC.’  A 
profile will be prepared and sent to Synod.  Shawn commented 
that this process could take up to a year.

Shawn concluded his presentation affirming the work done 
by the CYYA committee, a very small group of four people 
(Anita Brown-Major, Rachel U’Ren, Catherine Drimmell, David 
Moorhouse), in recent months and called for more people to 
join the committee specifically to assist with managing and 
supporting our three Interim workers.  

Concluding the twenty minute meeting Daniel also affirmed the 
work of the CYYA committee with applause offered by those 
attended.  

CYYA committee
Please contact Shawn Whelan, 0418 613 898, or Anita Brown-
Major, 0424 034 096, if you are interested and able to offer your 
time and support to the ministries for our young people as a 
member of the committee.  A reminder that the most pressing 
need is for people to support our interim workers in their specific 
roles.  Please pray for the committee, our interim workers and 
our young people.

Blessing of Ministry
During worship on Sunday 3rd June Janet Watson Kruse, 
Valentina Satvedi and Janet Hogan will be blessed for the 
ministries with our young people.  

Saide Cameron

During the formal time of farewell and dissolution of the Ministry Team Anika offered her symbols of ministry to Shawn Whelan 
(chair of Council) and Anita Brown-Major (chair of the Children, Youth & Young Adult Committee) to pass on to the people who 
would continue the ministries for which she had been responsible.  She offered a study bag - a bag of treats and blessings from the 
congregation given to the older youth and tertiary students studying for exams.  Anika shared a blessing written by Bronte Potter 
‘The kingdom doesn’t mean that everything is physically or emotionally good.  It means that people love and care for one another.  
Remember that and good luck.’  She also offered the YUCY commandments which are updated every year.  These included:  provide 
food, take responsibility for your actions, make bad puns’.  Anika concluded ‘I pass things on so that this community can be brought 
forward with integrity for the next worker.  I give these gifts to you.’

The farewell concluded with prayer and one 
of our favourite sung blessings ‘For you deep 
stillness’.  The children then presented Anika 
with the happy faces they had prepared for 
her during the All Age Activity in the Gathering 
Space.  After worship the CYYA committee 
presented Anika with a newly decorated bike 
basket for her much loved bicycle.

YUCY Commandments

Study 
Bag

https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/for-you-deep-stillness
https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/for-you-deep-stillness
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> Regular Events
BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.  

Join us on our next cycle on Sunday 3rd June.

For more details contact Colin Hunter, 0407 522 587.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email   sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the second & fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Everyone is welcome and you can come every fortnight 
or just as you are available. If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574)  
or Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
Our next gathering will be Tuesday 5th June from 7:00pm 
unless advised otherwise  For details, contact Daniel Broadstock, 
0479 039 640.

Meditation
There are a number of opportunities to be involved in Christian 
Meditation in Brunswick.

There are weekly meetings at 29 MacFarland Street Brunswick 
each Wednesday at 8am and 5.30pm (meetings go for 30 
minutes).  June dates:  6th, 13th

Sunday meditation times, meeting at the church at 8.15am are 
offered usually monthly. The next one is on 3rd June.

New meditators are welcome and teaching is provided.

For more information contact Richard on 0407 796 429

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, & Art 
programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland

7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 27th June 2018 

Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

Our June meeting will be a bit different. We will be focusing on 
visuals and storytelling. All participants are encouraged to bring 
a photo and share the story behind it.

Then we will enjoy playing Dixit.

“Dixit is a lovingly 
illustrated game of  
creative guesswork, 
where your imagination 
unlocks the tale.” 

~Dixit Official website~

Everyone welcome. 

Faye or Christine would be happy to talk to you about book club 
if you would like more information. 

Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group - June event
Join us to visit the New York Museum of Modern Art exhibition 
at the NGV, St Kilda Rd on Wednesday 20th June.  Meet 
at 10.30 am inside the water wall.   Lunch at Flora’s in 
Flinders Street optional.  Ticket price $28 ($24.50 Seniors and 
concession).     Out and About is a monthly social group for 
older, active women and men.  

We visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or coffee.  New 
members always welcome. See notice in the Olive Press or 
contact Helen Rowe for further information about this month’s 
activity. Ph. 0423 009 813 or email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Distribution Day - Saturday 16th June 10 am-12 noon.  

New members welcome!  We buy in bulk and you bring your  
re-usable containers to fill with the quantity you want. 
Reasonable prices for products.   We meet in the Olive Way 
space.  Further information from Helen Rowe 0423 009 813  
         or Meredith Budge 0403 717 714
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> Reports
Church Council
Giving thanks for our wonderful Ministry Team

Alas, those of you who have come in search of the witty 
musings of our beloved “Big Sec” Daniel Broadstock will 
be disappointed this month. Having been forced by cruel 
circumstances to miss our May meeting, he asked me – not 
unreasonably – to step in and write the monthly update. And so, 
dear readers, we must proceed without the delightful turns of 
phrase to which we have become accustomed. 

However, we do have some great news to report! Not one, 
but two new staff members have joined the Ministry Team 
this week, taking up the roles that Anika previously filled so 
admirably:

Valentina Satvedi will be our interim Student House Support 
Worker, working 10 hours per week.

Janet Hogan will be our interim Youth Leader, working 7 hours 
per week.

Both of them have recently been attending BUC, so you may 
have seen them around – if not, keep an eye out and introduce 
yourself! We’ll encourage them to write a short introduction 
piece for next month’s Olive Branch, too.

Meanwhile, Janet Watson Kruse is continuing her fine work 
as our interim Children and Families Ministry worker. 

Why all this “interim” business? As we discussed at the 
Congregational Meeting on 20 May, Church Council has 
discerned (together with the Children, Youth and Young Adults 
Committee) that our ministry in these areas will likely be best 
served by establishing a new placement at BUC. The Presbytery 
and Synod will help us find and call a Minister of the Word, 

Deacon or lay Pastor with specific skills and experience in these 
areas. That person will then work alongside Ian and the relevant 
committees, bringing new insights and wisdom as well as a 
reduced need for active oversight by the CYYA/Student House 
Committee members.

This process could take anywhere from a few months to a year 
or more, and there’s scope for some flexibility in the role to suit 
the right person. So we’ve asked our new employees, and they 
have graciously agreed, to accept appointments on an interim 
basis while the process of calling a new minister takes its 
course.

Speaking of our Ministry Team, here’s a shout out to our Olive 
Way Co-ordinator Peter Blair. This wonderful ministry has gone 
from strength to strength under his leadership, working with the 
Olive Way Steering Group, Peter Murphy (our OW Kitchen Co-
ordinator) and all the fabulous volunteers. 

We’re mindful that there are many other people who contribute 
to BUC, both paid (like our Bookkeeping Duo, Abi and Tabitha, 
and our maintenance contractor Laurie) and unpaid (Elders, 
committee members, worship and music leaders, and many 
other volunteers). Thanks to all of you – you know who you are! 
But this month especially, please keep the Ministry Team – ably 
led by Rev Ian Ferguson – in your prayers as it re-forms with 
enthusiastic new members.

Finally, I’d like to give thanks once again for Behzad Farhangi’s 
contributions to BUC (over the last five years) and the Church 
Council in particular (18 months). We wish him well in his travels 
and in discerning his future path, whether here in Melbourne or 
abroad. 
         Shawn Whelan, Chairperson, Church Council

Property Committee
The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:
• The heater on the south wall in the west end of the hall has 

been repaired. 
• The Property Committee has sent the required 

documentation to seek Presbytery and Synod approval for 
the sheds to be built.

• Engie resolved the issues with the screens in the church; 
shadowing (left screen), incorrect aspect ratios, screen 
flickering.  The screens now display 16:9 ratio.  All 
presentations to be formatted in that ratio.

• A replacement 4 burner BBQ has been purchased and 
stored in the secure cage between the ASWC and the hall.

• Hall kitchen ovens have been cleaned.

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:
• Obtain quote(s) for the painting of the hall floor.

• The Property Committee to manage the construction of the 
sheds after Presbytery and Synod  approval. Tony Urwin to 
undertake the construction of the shed(s).

• Laurie to investigate the requirements to repair, 1) stone 
capping on west wall, 2) lintel over west door entrance in 
the welcome space and 3) key stone repairs/replacement in 
a window in the chapel space.

• Ascertain the service requirements of the dishwasher’s 
chemical pump also the replacement of the pipes.

• Repair of rangehood at 1/278-280 Brunswick Road.  Spare 
part has been sourced.

• Gutters and down pipes to be inspected and cleaned
• Removal of the trees in the walkway pots after they lose 

their leaves.
• Investigate the removal of silt from the south side water 

tank.
• Mounting of the recently purchased art work

Ray Cameron
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Finance Committee

Brunswick Uniting Church – 2018-Q1 Ethical Finance Investment Report (Before set up of Gilchrist Fund)

The following is a summary of the UCA funds for the period of 5th January to 8th April 2018.

• At the end of this period the balance in the UCA Funds was $789,293, there was a $20,000 withdrawal from the Cash Funds for 
the AV Equipment and Chairs. 

• There was a decrease of $8,326 on the growth funds with the unit price down from $5.06 to $4.99.

Across

1  A Bob Marley classic (10,4)

3.  When we transfer money out of 
UCA funds we sign a .... (10,4)

6.  Christian metaphor for “buying 
back”

7. “Top down action game where 
you punch, hack and blast.  Uggh 
(8, game)

8.  Paying off, as of a mortgage, 
bond or note (9)

Down

2.  Queen Elizabeths’ favourite 
hymn: “Guide me oh thou ....” (5,8)

4.  Are we over-working it here?!

5.  Paul’s letters mention this lots, 
as delivered from sin and freed 
from captivity (8)
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Worship Committee

UCA Growth Portfolio(s) : Profit-taking led to a decrease in the UCA Growth 
Portfolio’s absolute return, the portfolio performed strongly relative to its 
benchmark there is still positive 
return expectations over the year.

  

Peace, salam, shalom, Finance Group and Staff:  Abi Bannon, Tabitha Robert, Tim Budge, Naomi David, Mal Rowe, Linda Wannan

At our June meeting we reflected on worship over the previous 
weeks and noted the following

• Our farewell to John Venning on 22nd April was our 
community at its best, honouring and celebrating a person 
for who he is, a loved and treasured member of our 
congregation.  Rev. Jenny Trewhella started the ministry 
with Stewart Lodge and so it was lovely to have Jenny 
worshipping with us and joining in the farewell and blessing

• Worship at camp on 29th April was another delightful time 
of preparing worship together with different voices and 
experiences shaping the worship that we offered to God.

• We appreciated Sunny Chen’s preaching at BUC on the 
same weekend.  

• The celebration of Anika’s ministry on 6th May saw one of 
the biggest congregations (approximately 165 people) in 
our memory since the opening.  We ran out of communion 

glasses but fortunately more have been located in the South 
West Brunswick Communion box. The insights shared by 
the young people was a lovely celebration of friendship.

• We found Ian’s weaving of readings with a mother focus 
through the service on 13th May (Mother’s Day) very 
powerful and moving.  We also noted that Ian’s sermon 
comparing the deaths of Judas in Luke and Acts a very 
effective way of increasing people’s knowledge and 
understanding.

We also discussed the visiting preachers’ calendar and feel very 
privileged to have attracted such excellent preachers over six 
Sundays in June, July and August. (see Worship Calendar, p 2).

We organised the Worship Leaders Workshop which was held 
on 30th May.  (See the story, p 9)

We will be ordering  glass for the candle lighting chapel space 
and new bowls for the tapers in June.

6/5 Easter 6 Psalm 98, John 15:9-17  Anika and Ian invited the children to join them 
out the front to talk about friendship and the different way of showing that you are friends 
with someone.  Anika showed Ian a special Tanzanian handshake that can be maintained 
throughout a conversation.  We then passed the peace - with a difference.  Ian and Anika 
passed the peace to the children who then passed it back to people in the pews and so on 
back through to people at the very back - lots of fun.  We sang ‘A new commandment’.

A lot more has been said about the service in the ‘Celebration of Anika’s Ministry’, p7.  One 
more thing to comment on is Ian and Anika’s introduction to the gospel reading from John.  
Anika drew attention to the Father language and the way it has been used to give expression 
to patriarchy through the centuries.  She wondered about using alternative 
feminine language.   Ian explained that in doing so we would lose the context 
of the strangeness and the radical way in which Jesus uses the word Father.  
He spoke of the self-surrender of power in the language that Jesus uses 
when addressing God as Father.  He also shared a quote from Dorothy Lee to 
explain the intimacy of Jesus relationship with God:  “the sense of oneness and 
intimacy is beyond anything we might imagine of a parent-child relationship, 
moving closer to the language of sexual intimacy.”  Ian said that John stretches 
the father metaphor to breaking point so that when Jesus says, “My Father”, he 
uses the term in ways that subvert patriarchy and take us beyond any human construction of fatherhood.

https://soundcloud.com/user-395259634/a-new-commandment
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We celebrated Holy Communion in one big circle around the worship space - a bit of a crowded and noisy experience on this 
particular day with lots of Anika’s family and friends joining us to support her.

13/5 Easter 7 Acts 1:12-26 A series of readings with mothering imagery was woven through the service from the Call to Worship, 
in our prayers and through to the Benediction in response to this date being Mothers’ Day.  Janet Watson Kruse joined Ian for the 
Children’s Time during which they spoke about pictures and picture language.  Janet shared a beautiful drawing that had been 
drawn for her by one her sons.  The children commented on the drawing showing the 

bird both protecting her chicks, sending them out and 
calling them back to her.  Ian reminded us that Jesus 
is painting this picture of God for us - a mother bird 
who protects and holds and gathers but who also 
lets us fly free.  We sang May God’s sheltering wings 
to bless Janet into her role as our Interim Children & 
Families worker.

Ian began his sermon speaking of going to see Mary Magdalen commenting on the 
sympathetic presentation of Judas.  He said ‘This film asked me to identify with him as a 
loving disciple and I did.  Good twist.’  He then turned our attention to the two deaths of 
Judas – his disembowelment in Acts and his suicide in Matthew, something which an article 
on the internet has labelled as ‘An example of Christian stupidity’.  Ian told us that ‘today I’m 
going to spend far more time than is sensible or tasteful delving into the death of Judas’.  

He began by reminding us of another sympathetic portrayal of Jesus in ‘Jesus Christ 
Superstar the Musical’.  He drew our attention to Matthew’s use of Zachariah’s prophecy in describing Judas’ 
betrayal of Jesus and his death.  Ian explained that this is Matthew’s way of ‘telling us that nothing happens 
outside of God’s loving plan for the renewal of creation’.

Ian then treated us to a semi-abstract modern impressionistic painting by contemporary Australian artist Nathan 
Simpson depicting Luke’s death of Judas.  He described the symbolism of the painting explaining that he saw 
‘humanity connected in a basic visceral way to the earth, longing for it but fighting against it’.  He then commented 
on the physical symbols of spiritual emptiness in Luke’s story.  Returning to Mary Madgdalen Ian observed that in 
following Jesus Judas is looking for healing redemptive meaning for his tragic loss but he doesn’t find a way out of 
his suffering which leads him to betray Jesus.  

Ian concluded ‘Mother God show us your way of new birth. Sofia Christ hold us with your compassion.  Holy Spirit strengthen our 
faith, hope and love in communion with one another so we may see that nothing is lost in the movement towards your new creation.  

20/5 Pentecost Acts 2:1-21, Ezekiel 37:1-14  See Worship News p 4 for the story about the full worship service.  

Ian sermon’s was shaped by the story of Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of the dry 
bones.  He began by telling us an ecological good news story – the restoration of 
hump-backed whales in Australian waters and commented that he was using the 
word ‘restoration’ deliberately because of its Biblical overtones.  He spoke about 
other significant changes that have happened in his life time acknowledging 
that other desired changes are likely to be intergenerational.  Taking us then to 
Ezekiel’s vision he gave us the background story to this place of exile.  On our 
behalf he asked God two questions about the restoration of the house of Israel.   
One – does it inevitably lead to the deaths of Palestinians in Gaza in 2018?, 
and two – can I share in this hope, can we share in this hope with the ancient 
Israelites without having to believe in creationism?
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To help answer these question he spoke of the opening of the new embassy in Jerusalem and the involvement of two American 
Christian Evangelical pastors, representatives of the Rapture cult seeking to bring biblical prophecy to fulfilment through their 
wordsand actions.  To rescue Ezekiel’s prophecy from religious extremism Ian reminded us God’s breath in the Genesis creation 
stories.  He said The breath, the wind, the Spirit – in each of the Biblical languages, Hebrew and Greek, one word means all three of 
those things – breath, wind, Spirit.  God calls Ezekiel to breathe the spirit of new life into the dry dusty bones of the exiled Israelites, 
recreating them as a new people of hope, a new creation.  And the story of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2 does a similar thing.

Ian asked us ‘Do we have faith in this Spirit of the Creator?  Do we believe that God has created, is creating and will make all things 
new through the generations of humanity?  Do we believe that God’s Spirit can bring life to the dry bones of our hope?  He reminded 
us that in our Basis of Union, paragraph 11 encourages us to ask questions of the creation stories and the prophets of Exile ‘about 
life and hope in this 13.8 billion year old evolving creation?’ 

Concluding Ian asked us a series of questions about what we believe about life and hope.  He said ‘Today I hear Ezekiel saying that 
God brings life and hope even where there is none.  Even where there is no possibility of any.’ … .  Do you believe it?  Do you believe 
in the Creator?  Amen.  

27/5 Trinity Sunday Isaiah 6:1-8, John 3:1-17  During Children’s Time on Trinity Sunday Janet and Ian spoke with the children 
about Isaiah’s vision and particularly the word ‘holy’.  They offered some other words that could mean holy - awesome, amazing, 
magnificent, breath taking, phenomenal, inconceivable.  And the children offered a few of their own - extraordinary, cool, sweet.  We 
then moved to the Gathering Space for Jacob’s baptism, see Worship News, p5.

Beginning his sermon, Ian introduced us to Zaphod Beeblebrox, a two-headed alien who is quite full of himself, from Douglas Adam’s 
‘Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy’.  He said ‘Now the good and useful thing about Zaphod Beeblebrox today is that his experience 
happens within the genre of science fiction comedy satire whereas the modern genre most related to Isaiah’s prophetic vision is 
supernatural psychological horror.’  

Ian commented on Isaiah’s experience of terror in coming face to face with God and compared this to his own relationship with God.  
He explored Zaphod’s character and his remarkable similarity to the current incumbent of the White House’.  He shared Zaphod’s 
experience in the Total Perspective Vortex.  Zaphod survives his experience in the TPV because he encountered a synthetic universe 
created just for him because he had an important task to do.  

Ian commented that Isaiah also survives his terrifying experience because he too has a great task.  ‘Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord say ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said ‘Here 
I am, send me’.  Isaiah’s great task is to speak the holy word of God, to 
speak to God’s people, to speak the word of justice, mercy and hope, and 
that is awesome.  That is scary.  Imagine if that were you.’  He went on to 
explain that this task is also our task – to do God’s work in the world.  He 
concluded But God does not ask the impossible of us.  Isaiah is touched by 
fire to empower him for this task.  One of the seraphine brings a burning 
coal and touches his lips.  And in a similar way we are also touched by 
God’s holiness, God’s love for the world.  Isaiah is touched by fire and we 
are touched by water, like little Jacob today, baptized and called.  Whom 
shall I send? Who will go for us?  The answer is as awesome, as frightening 
as the question itself.  Here I am, send me.  Amen.

Sermon recordings are posted on our Facebook page each week and are also available on our website:  ‘Sermons & Stories’.  The 
Prayers of Adoration & Confession and Prayers of the People are similarly posted and available.

Saide Cameron

http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sermons-stories/
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

June 3 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

July 1 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

July 29 Ian Ferguson
Combined BIUC

June 10 Graeme Garrett July 8 Monica Melanchthon August 5 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

June 17 David Withers July 15 Sunny Chen August 12 Carlynne Nunn
 

June 24 Ian Ferguson
Refugee Sunday

July 22 Ian Ferguson August 19 Geoff Thompson

Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late.  In this 
period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity.  It seeks to relate its faith as a 
people of God to Christ’s mission in the world.  It commences with Trinity Sunday and concludes 
with the feast of Christ the King.

Date Day First Reading  Psalm   Second Reading  Gospel   C
3/6 Pentecost 2 1 Sm 3:1-10 (11-20) Ps 139:1-6,13-18  2 Cor 4:5-12  Mk 2:23-3:6  G
10/6 Pentecost 3  1 Sm 8:4-11  Ps 138   2 Cor 4:13-5:1  Mk 3:20-35  G
  (12-15)16-20(11:14-15)            
17/6 Pentecost 4  1 Sm 15:34-16:13  Ps 20   2 Cor 5:6-10(11-13)14-17  Mk 4:26-34  G
22/6 UCA Anniversary 2 Chr 30:1-9   Ps 127   Eph 2:9-22  Jn 17:1-11  R
24/6 Pentecost 5  1 Sm 17 :( 1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49  Ps 9:9-20   2 Cor 6:1-13  Mk 4:35-41  G
  or 1 Sm 17:57-18:5, 10-16          or Ps 133          
1/7 Pentecost 6 2 Sm 1:1, 17-27  Ps 130   2 Cor 8:7-15  Mk 5:21-43  G
8/7 Pentecost 7 2 Sm 5:1-5, 9-10  Ps 48   2 Cor 12:2-10  Mk 6:1-13  G
15/7 Pentecost 8  2 Sm 6:1-5, 12b-19  Ps 24   Eph 1:3-14  Mk 6:14-29  G
22/7 Pentecost 9  2 Sm 7:1-14a  Ps 89:20-37  Eph 2:11-22  Mk 6:30-34, 53-56   G
29/7 Pentecost 10  2 Sm 11:1-15  Ps 14   Eph 3:14-21  Jn 6:1-21   G

> Happy Birthday
Nick Burnham, David Calwell, Aimee Collard, Barry Cook, Brenna Ferguson, Faye Findlay,  
Linda Fisher, Clara Hall, Alistair Hunter, Colin Hunter, Brooklyn Hunter, Morgan Hunter,  
Digby Moore, Joshua Nankervis, Julie Perrin, Eva Rugel, Beth Shelton, Natalie Sims,  
Rachel U’Ren, Shawn Whelan



June Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

June 3 
8:15 – Meditation  
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       HC 
11:30 – BUC Cycle 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:00 - Mulling 

 6 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 

 7 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 9 
 
12:00 – World Wide Knit in  

Public Day 
 
 
 
 

 10 
9:30 – Graeme Garrett 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 12 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 13 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 

 14 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY 

 16 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 
7:00 – Trivia Night 

 17 
9:30 – David Withers 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 19 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 20 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
10:30 – Out & About 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 21 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
6:45 – JAM C’tee 

 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 23 
 
 
 
 

 24 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 26 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 27 
 
10:00 - Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Book Group 

 28 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY 

 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 1 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson         HC 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 6 
  

 7 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
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