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July 2018 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

I attended the public vigil for Eurydice Dixon in Royal Park 
on Monday evening 18/6. What a powerful experience, 
standing in the cold darkness surrounded by thousands 
of people in absolute silence – thousands of mostly 
young people, mostly women. I felt washed in a palpable 
wave of grief, I felt close to God, I felt Christ’s Spirit 
moving strongly there. The experience deeply moved and 
profoundly challenged me. A beautiful person is dead, 
violently, randomly, meaninglessly. And am I implicated by 
my maleness in the culture that allowed it to happen? 

Lately I’ve been learning about the various forms of 
privilege and power that I inhabit by the accident of my birth as a middle class, straight, white, cis, male. And as a result, 
it has been hard to hear the “#notallmen” debate which swirled around in the wake of Eurydice’s murder. As Slate 
Magazine writer Phil Plait once wrote (paraphrased): Reasons why it is not helpful to say “not all men are like that”: 
1. Women already know not every man is a rapist, or a murderer, or violent. They don’t need you to tell them. 2. It’s 
defensive. When people are defensive, they aren’t listening to the other person; they’re busy thinking of ways to defend 
themselves. 3. It’s sidetracking the conversation. The discussion isn’t about the men who aren’t a problem. Instead of 
being defensive and distracting from the topic at hand, try staying quiet for a while and actually listening to what the 
thousands upon thousands of women discussing this are saying. 

I am being asked to identify my power and privilege, to put aside defensiveness, to listen, and doing so makes me very 
uncomfortable. Just like I don’t feel comfortable paying the “18% Man Tax” at the Handsome Her Café next door to 
the church (18% being the gender pay gap). But I keep going there and I keep paying it (although it is voluntary). It’s a 
discomfort I’m willing to take on. In fact, I am learning to recognise it as a good thing. I heard a quote in a discussion 
about race in Hollywood in which one of the speakers said, “To the oppressor, equality feels like oppression.” And I’m OK 
with the discomfort of equality.

To me as a Christian this is the discomfort of the cross. Christ’s story is one of the profoundest vulnerability – he puts 
aside all power and lives from the place of his humanity, humility and weakness. His story seems to end in failure, 
everything about his death screaming defeat. But I believe that it is also a story of hope, of resurrection hope. It says 
God brings new life, a new world, out of loss, out of the suffering of the people of God’s deepest concern, those without 
power and privilege in the world. It is a story of hope by which to live by, and with which to reshape the world. I believe 
it although it’s hard. And I had that belief reaffirmed for me last Monday night down there in Royal Park, in the silence 
between strangers. The violence of power and privilege cannot kill the love that holds us together.  

Ian Ferguson

A personal reflection after attending the vigil for Eurydice Dixon

http://www.slate.com/blogs/bad_astronomy/2014/05/27/not_all_men_how_discussing_women_s_issues_gets_derailed.html
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> Index

> Worship Calendar

July
Ian is the Convenor of the Assembly Worship Team for the 
15th Assembly in July from 8th-15th July.

For these two Sundays we will welcome Monica 
Melanchthon, Co-ordinator of Studies - Old Testament at 
Pilgrim Theological College as our preacher on 8th July and 
Sunny Chen, one of our regulars and Co-ordinator of Chaplaincy 
at the University of Melbourne on 15th July.

A Cafe Style morning tea will be offered after worship on 15th 
July.

On 22nd July we will celebrate the baptism of Raffa 
Hallinan, son of Tess Alston and Joel Hallinan.

The fifth Sunday of the month, 29th July gives us the 
opportunity to worship with the Brunswick Indonesian UC 
congregation at our 9:30 service.  

After worship the Community Team will host a soup & rolls 
lunch.  We hope that you can save the date and stay on for 
lunch (p.5).

August
Ian & Beth will be enjoying a two week holiday in August.  

We will welcome Carlynne Nunn, member of our congregation 
and candidate for the ministry, as our preacher on 12th August 
and Geoff Thompson, also a member of our congregation and 
Co-ordinator of Studies - Systematic Theology, as our preacher 
on 19th August.

September
We will engage with the lectionary readings and consider what 
they offer us around the theme of how our faith enables us to 
‘look at things differently’.

October
Responding to the series on death being offered by the 
Discipleship & Education series Ian will engage with the theme 
during worship on one or more of the Sundays in the month.

Blessing the Animals and Blessing the Bikes will also find their 
way into the worship calendar during October.

1. Meditation
2. Worship Calendar, Special Events
3. Sharing our Faith
4. Sharing our Faith, Culture of Safety, 
5. Pastoral Care News
6. JAM News - Committee
7. JAM News - FUNdraising

8. JAM News - FUNdraising 
9. JAM News - ASWC, LMAW 
10. JAM News - BUC Arts
11. JAM News - BUC Arts,  

Happy Birthday
12. CY&YA News 
13. Regular Events 

14. D& E News,  
Reports:  Worship Committee

15. Reports:  Worship Committee
16. Reports:  Worship Committee
17. Reports:  Finance Committee, 
18. Reports:  Property Committee 

Preaching Plan, Lectionary
19. Diary

> Special Events
Save these dates for July to October

• 15th July - Cafe Style Morning Tea
• 21st July - Bush Dance, Sausage Sizzle & Op Shop, 

FUNdraising for the ASWC (p.8)
• 26th July - Mainstreams & Margins workshop, (p.14)
• 29th July - 9:30 am Combined BIUC service  

with Soup & Rolls lunch (p.5)

• 12th August - Sunday Singalong
• 26th August - Popup lunches
• 14th-16th September - SSS Dinners & Lunch
• 16th September - Welcoming Ceremony
• 30th September - 9:30am Reflective Service
• 30th September - 5:00 pm Combined BIUC service
• Thursdays in October - Death series with D&E, (p 14)
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Silent Vigil on a cold June night
Plink of melted wax in an empty cup;
rustle & creak of winter clothes;
quiet ‘guh, uh’ of a baby;
pulsing thrum of distant traffic;
sniffs from thousands of noses 
reddened by cold & grief;
silence of the Southern Cross.
Remembering Eurydice Dixon.
Reclaiming Princes Park.

Avril Hannah-Jones, June 2018, published with permission

> Sharing our Faith

From all directions people streamed along Royal Parade; their 
destination obvious to all,like a secret pact made in the last 
twenty four hours.  Across soggy parklands and football grounds 
we trudged, towards candle lit vigil for Eurydice Dixon.  She 
was the talented 22 year old actress and aspiring comedienne, 
whose all too brief life was snubbed out a week earlier; the 
victim of a brutal rape and murder.  It was here on this soccer 
field that she was attacked by a lone 19 year old male stalker.  
He has no prior convictions.

Eurydice was in high spirits after performing her comedy 
routine earlier that night at the Highlander Bar in the CBD, to 
enthusiastic audience response.  She rejected requests from a 
boyfriend to travel with her by tram.  Being cash strapped she 
opted to walk home to Carlton, to the unit she shared with her 
father, Jeremy, and her younger brother.  Here in the park, just 
a few metres from where he life ended I wandered through the 
crowd, everywhere the feeling of regret and remorse was all 
too palpable.  Why weren’t the women angrier?  How can they 
continue to accept such extreme violence that is perpetrated 
with monotonous regularity  how can the men not be totally 
ashamed; but here they were - wives & husbands, girl & 
boyfriends, loners & odd balls - all intermingling; all united in 
grief.

At vigils like this all barriers seem to evaporate.  Social status, 
ethnicity, political persuasion and sexual orientation doesn’t 
matter.  All the usual suspects were there than June night, 
perhaps significantly just a few days short of the winter solstice; 
like there was some supernatural symbolism at play.  Hadn’t 
Eurydice in mythical ancient Greece been brought back from 
the underworld, courtesy of Orpheus and his magical flute?  But 
such divine intervention wasn’t possible here tonight.  Just cold, 
hard grim reality.

Here were the schoolmates, the suburbanites, the hipsters and 
the dags:  Eurydice appealed to a wide base.  Police estimate 
that between 5,000 and 10,000 people were in attendance.  
And that is not counting regional centres and interstate cities.

Everyone was speechless, not because they had nothing to say.  
They were silent because there was too much to say, the rage 
ad debate and commentary surrounding this atrocity knows no 
abating in the immediate future.  It felt patriotic to be here, we 
had all braved this lousy Melbourne winter night for some good 
reason, to express solidarity.  But there is something wrong with 
this country and we all know it, the bleeding wound has been 
exposed.  Why do we all feel as though we have reached some 
sort of dead end?  Old paradigms no longer seem to work, and 
we are all the poorer for it.  Idealism has given way to cynicism.

While I didn’t know Eurydice well, I did meet her dozens of 
times, usually when she and Jeremy strolled past the bookshop 
I manned in Lygon St. with my friend Paul.  For once the media 
has got it right - she was funny, talented, shy:  full of personality 
and promise.  She had performed in school plays and was 
keen to pursue acting.  She was full of passion for theatre.  We 
bookworms could only encourage her and wish her well.  It is 
a credit to Jeremy that he encouraged her chosen path.  He is 
a real denizen of Brunswick, a dedicated anarchist, he has long 
been involved in a number of community projects, particularly 
public housing advocacy.

We would sit in that ramshackle bookshop and on a quiet day 
out would come the chess board.  Between moves I would 
sit there amazed at his nuanced and expansive ramblings on 
all subjects - history, philosophy, religion.  He was a regular 
polymath.  There would sit that gargantuan Jeremy in his overall 
- barely held together by a safety pin.  And he was always 
shoeless!  For years, come rain or shine, Jeremy would navigate 
the streets of Brunswick barefoot.  In frustration I would berate 
and beg him to get a decent pair of boots from the op-shop 
around the corner and he would like at me as if I was the biggest 
lunatic under the sun!  Then he would inevitably checkmate me!

It is a testament to Jeremy’s wisdom, talent and generosity that 
he always encouraged Eurydice’s interests and passions; there 
was no attempt to persuade her to take a more ‘sensible’ career 
route.  This is the world Eurydice inhabited and she was a

Remembering Eurydice
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> Culture of Safety

Keeping Children  
 and Vulnerable Adults Safe
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has 
concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation 
to child sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, you 
may report this in confidence so that support can be provided. 
You may speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. 
Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact Person appointed by 
Church Council.  Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for 
following up any concerns raised. Please contact Helen in person 
or by telephone at 0423 009 813

End of financial year?  
This one will cost just a few minutes of your time

Check that your most recent work, volunteer and contact details 
are up-to-date on the Working With Children Check weblink.

At Brunswick Uniting Church the following roles require the 
person to hold a valid Working with Children Check card.

• All employees (regardless of role title)
• All members of the Church Council (Elders)
• All active children and youth leaders and volunteers e.g. 

SMP, YUCY.  
• Members of the Children Youth and Young Adults 

Committee (CY&YA) 
• Music Leaders (i.e. Co-ordinators, not all musicians)
• Worship Leaders (i.e. Liturgists and Kids’ Talk)
• All Age Worship leaders

• Pastoral Care Leaders (includes the Pastoral Care 
Committee and members of its three Teams) 

• Synod policy now requires teachers with VIT registration to 
also apply for a WWCC 

Not in one the categories above but you do hold a WWCC card 
from another volunteer or employment role?  It’s a good time to 
check your details.

Go to this link for Department of Justice website.  
Click on the Tab to Update your Details. 
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au

Please add the details for Brunswick Uniting Church to your 
WWCC

When you go online, and it asks you for Organisation Details you 
will need to enter two addresses:

1. Uniting Church in Australia Brunswick, 130 Little Collins St, 
Melbourne VIC 3000.  Phone 0392515200    
(Enter phone numbers without spaces)

2. Brunswick Uniting Church, PO Box 293 Brunswick Vic 3056 
Phone 0423009813 
When asked for the Organisational Code – choose 64 - 
Religious organisations

For further information about BUC’s Working With Children’s 
Check requirements, Safe Church Training or other matters 
relating to the safety of children and young people at BUC, 
please contact Helen Rowe 0423 009 813 or helen.rowe@
rocketmail.com.

product of it.  Australia has had a glimpse of that bohemian 
world, via round-the-clock media coverage; I reckon they like 
what they saw; that explains the fascination with Eurydice.  
Maybe there is an alternative out there.  

It came as no surprise to hear that she was making progress in 
the highly fickle world of comedy performance.  She was going 
to make it through sweat, talent and hard work.  One of the 
stories that touched me is that in her early performances when, 
by her own admission, she was pretty ordinary she would simply 
plough on regardless of audience non-response.  If it took 5 or 
10 minutes to elicit a laugh, then so be it!  She was in it for the 
long haul.

Coming from the background she did, it is no surprise that her 
performances were edgy and uncompromising, with a strong 
political sub-text.  Her vision of a dystopian future of robot 
control and round the clock surveillance resonates with us all.  
She was honing her craft and making distinct progress.  One 
reviewer stated that Eurydice was finding her unique voice after 
only 3 years performance, where it takes most wannabes close 
to a decade.  As someone who has written and performed 
poetry for a couple of decades I can appreciate the extraordinary 

achievement this is; I feel as though I’ve only scratched the 
surface.  Eurydice was hopeful of taking her act to London to 
impress an international audience.

Feminists and experts of all description continue to analyse and 
fulminate about male violence, why does it continue to simmer 
just below the surface.  From my perspective, it is as though 
women retain some joy in their hearts that men envy.  It triggers 
a backlash in them and every so often they feel compelled to 
lash out and destroy that joy and that life.  Until we find the root 
causes we can’t hope to offer a remedy!  Police have withheld 
many details of what happened that tragic night; we shall have 
to wait for the trial for many of the unanswered questions to 
come to light!

It is impossible not to entertain notions of what might have 
been when it comes to Eurydice.  As one commentator noted, 
‘Her death tore at notions of who we are and what we value’ 
- (Patrick Carlton, Herald Sun).  I’ll simply remember Eurydice 
as the shy, gangly, awkward young woman who was poised to 
make her make in a big way.  

Vale Eurydice.          Giovani Dimase

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au
mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com?subject=
mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com?subject=


	  

	  

5

> Pastoral Care News
Hospitality Ministry     
This past Sunday I looked at the people in congregation and was 
surprised that there were so many I couldn’t name or hadn’t 
spoken to yet. As I was on the Hospitality Roster for specifically 
welcoming and chatting with new or newish people that 
Sunday, I therefore relished speaking with as many as I could 
and listening to a little of their stories. Now I can put a name and 
face to many I hadn’t met before. Why don’t you do the same in 
the coming Sundays – find someone you haven’t met or talked 
with before and have a chat with them.

If you are new or newish and 
have yet to obtain a name 
tag or to get onto the BUC 
email list, please ask for the 
Newcomers Card to complete 
from the welcomers at the front 
door on a Sunday morning or 

contact Jane Allardice or Ian Ferguson.  An online contact form 
is also available in the footer of our website.

Equally if you wish to become more engaged with the activities 
and life at BUC, the Hospitality team would love to assist you 
– Ian Ferguson, Jane Allardice, Ray Cameron, Sheila Calwell, 
Graham Lawrence and Michael Rigby.   
             Jane Allardice

Compassion Ministry    
The Compassion Ministry responded to needs of the 
congregation in June in a variety of ways and continued with 
their longer term implementation of the “Circle of Friends” 
program. The Prayer group also continued to pray daily for 
those who have requested it. We believe that God knows the 
innermost workings of our hearts. If you wish to be included 
and prayed for or wish to join in praying, please just telephone 
or email (see compassion team names below). Each Friday the 
Prayer group will be emailed the names of those participating. If 
you know of someone who may need prayer please feel free to 
ask them if this would be helpful and forward their name to us.

We offer our love, prayers and support to Allison Nixon & David 
Rees following the death of Allison’s father, James Nixon, on 
8th June and also to Catherine & Stephen, Danica, Joshua & 
Genevieve Mullen, Caitlin & Rachel Mullen-Beagley following 
the death of Catherine’s father, Dougal Weaver, on 22nd June.   
Members of the congregation attended the funerals.  We also 
acknowledge the death of Clare Boyd-Macrae’s father, Robyn 
Boyd, on 15th June.

We would invite anyone who wishes to receive assistance of 
any kind or to be included in the Prayer Group (as prayed for or 
as a pray-er) please contact Ian Ferguson, Leanne Salau, Claire 
Foley, Gwen Arnold or Glenice Cook. 
               Glenice Cook

Community Team
There’s been a lot to participate in, enjoy and celebrate within our community of communities in June.

The BUC Cycle group ‘hit the road’ after worship on 3rd June with nine riders cycling 
the Capital City rail.  Here is 6 of them enjoying a rest at South Bank.  

The World Wide Knit in Public Day on 9th June 
was wonderfully popular with 75 people passing 
through our doors to knit, knit, knit for KOGO 
(see JAM News - BUC Arts. p.10 for the story 
and more photos).

 
And finally the Trivia Night on 16th June!!  What an amazing and wonderfully 
successful evening on so many levels.  Approximately 160 people joined the in the 
fun (see JAM News - FUNdraising. p.7 for all the details).

Coming up in July we have

• The next BUC Cycle outing on 8th July

• Cafe Style Morning Tea after worship on 15th July

• The Bush Dance on Saturday 21st July

• A combined service with the Brunswick Indonesian UC congregation followed by a delicious 
soup & rolls lunch on 29th July.

Soup & Rolls Lunch

The Community Tea would love to receive offers of delicious home made soup for the lunch.  
Please let me know if you can make a pot of soup for us, 0407 096 743. 
         Saide Cameron

http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/contact/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/buc-cycle-5/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/bush-dane/
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> JAM News

What a joy it is to be part of such a vibrant, busy and productive 
committee.  We begin with a meal, spend time talking about our 
lives and then get down to business.  We have a break to enjoy 
dessert and do more business.  How could you not want to be 
part of such a fabulous committee.  Anyway here’s a snapshot 
of what we discussed at our June meeting.  The next few pages 
have stories from the various committees and programs that we 
support and have oversight of.  So much to celebrate. 

Olive Way 

• We received and discussed the report and recommendation 
from the Olive Way Kitchen Redevelopment project 
consultation.

• Richard Arnold shared the process for internal Olive Way 
Review to be conducted in August.

• We discussed our proposal to make the Olive Way Co-
ordinator position a Pastor role.

• Mal Rowe has stepped down from the Olive Way Steering 
Committee and we offer Mal our heartfelt thanks for 
his work on this committee.  We joyfully accepted Tim 
Hoffmann’s offer to join the committee.

• We also offer our thanks to Shawn Whelan and the 
Finance committee for their work on the recent successful 
application for funding from the Mission Only Interest Fund 
which has resulted in $36,000 pa being made available for  
5 years to support the operation of the Olive Way.

BUC Arts

• ArtStop returns for a longer than usual length program from 
July to September on Wednesday mornings.  

• The Olive Arts Collective will then offer a program until 
ArtStop returns in March 2019.  The group has greatly 
enjoyed using the Youth Hall in recent months.  We are so 
grateful to Phil Crevall and Geoff Falk for consistently leading 
the program and so beautifully supporting the many artists 
who come along.

• JAM is facilitating a review of our relationship with the 
ArtStop program.  The review team Liz Johnson, Beth 
Shelton and Colin Hunter have met once and a process has 
been established.  Meetings will take place on 11th July.  
Saide Cameron is supporting the review team.

• Johnny’s artwork ‘No Direction’ has been hung in the 
Chapel Space near the Tower Room.

• We received and affirmed the BUC Arts Mission statement.

Love Makes a Way

• More than 20 people participated in a recent action wearing 
red beanies made various knitters in the congregation.  Our 
thanks to Linda Wannan who ‘ubered’ around the suburbs to 
collect the beanies ready for the next day. 

FUNdraising

• The Trivia Night was a fantastic event raising $8,969.80 for 
the Olive Way program.  Our thanks to Alistair Hunter for 
hosting the evening and providing participants with such 
fabulous trivia and fun.  Thanks also to Saide Cameron for 
the many hours invested in preparing for and running the 
evening.  And thanks to Jessica Kvanskul for helping fit 
enough tables and chairs into the hall for 160 people to 
enjoy the event.

• Save the date for the Bush Dance, 21st July, our next 
FUNdraising event, this time for the Asylum Seeker 
Welcome Centre.  See FUNdraising News for all the 
different ways you can get involved.

• The BUC Catering team has been quietly baking in the 
background with four events raising approximately $1,000 
for the Olive Arts collective program.

Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre

• The Reference group have prepared a Background Paper 
Briefing paper: Towards a Uniting Response to Asylum 
Seeker Needs which has been submitted to Uniting.

• See the ASWC news for the programs supported by the 
2017 Welcome to my House dinners.

Stewart Lodge Ministry

• We’d love to hear from one or two people willing to drive 
residents of Stewart Lodge to and from worship once every 
two months.  Please contact Saide, 0407 096 743, if you 
want to find out what is involved or even more wonderfully 
to offer to join the roster.

Exciting projects

• Leanne Salau is preparing an application to ‘Pick my Project’ 
for funding for a mural on our hopefully soon to be built 
storage scape facility (ie our new shed) and creation of a 
meditative garden in front of the Youth Hall.

• Saide Cameron is preparing an application to the ‘Brunswick 
Music Festival’ for funding to support the development 
of a performance piece which will be part of the festival 
in March 2019.  If successful the performance piece will 
involve participants in the various Olive Way programs and 
people from the congregation.

• We have also accepted an invitation from the Festival 
organizers to collaborate on the creation of a refugee 
focussed piece with the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre.  
This performance will be the finale of the Festival.

And now read on for stories and photos. 
           Saide Cameron

From the committee...

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Briefing-paper-210518.pdf
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FUNdraising News
Trivia Night

So you’ve read it twice already in Pastoral Care Community News and 
from the JAM committee snapshot.  But let me say again the Trivia Night 
held on Saturday 16th June was a fabulous community event in so very 
many ways.  We managed to find enough tables of various shapes and 
sizes to create ‘tables’ for 19 groups of people to sit around and pit their 
wits against each other through 5 rounds of fabulous trivia:  Miscellany, 
In Local News, Making Headlines, Stuff your Kids would know and Play 
it Loud.  Along the way we played various games, bid at the live and 
silent auctions, talked, laughed and had a wonderful time.  Together (after 
costs) we raised $8,969.80 to support our Olive Way program.  

We appreciated Olive Way Coordinator Peter Blair’s words of welcome which offered 
an insight to the importance of the Olive Way program to the many people who come 
through the sliding doors each week  on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday to be 
immersed in welcome, warmth, companionship and good food.

Lots of delicious and beautiful BUC style prizes were awarded during the evening
• Best Dressed Table, awarded to ‘The Great Quizby’ - preserves vouchers (provided 

by Saide Cameron) and delicious fudge (provided by Leanne Salau)
• Winning Table with 100.5 points awarded to ‘Pizza Tennis’ - beautiful biscuits 

(provided by Natalie Papworth) and ice-cream tasting vouchers (provided by The 
Icicle Tricycle).  Check out the score sheet here

• ‘Sit down if ’ game - jelly slice (provided by Saide)
• Best dressed characters (which actually became more best dressed tables on 

the night because everyone was so well dressed) - plate of brownies (provided 
by Jessica Kvanskul) and a cheesecake (provided by Saide, the winners then 
generously handed this on to the Olive Way to enjoy, which they did on Thursday)

• Prizes for excellent catering included beautiful table centres (provided by Valmai 
Brunlow) and gluten free slice packs (provided by Natalie)

• Mystery chair prizes included more ice-cream tasting vouchers and kits to ‘make 
your own’ chocolate crackles, chocolate truffles,  white chocolate rocky road and 
rocky road slice

Many many thanks to all the prize providers, so much more fun than boxes of 
chocolates - well we think so!!

The Live Auction was a significant contributor to the total raised.  Alistair successfully 

5. Mad Hatters

auctioned a weekend at Janet & Dave, Anita & Adrian’s holiday house in Anglesea, a High Tea 
provided by Leanne Salau, Ann Soo and Natalie Papworth, a Backyard Blitz being organized by 
Ray Cameron and James Clough (be ready to volunteer when the date has been set), a six course 
international meal provided by Saide & Ray Cameron and a painting donated by Dave Hall.  Thank 
you to everyone who offered items for both this and the Silent Auction.  

Thank you to Adrian Brown for organizing the well patronised ‘Drinks at bar prizes’ - by donation.

Thank you to Ken Morrison for all the photos. 

And finally thank you to the very fabulous Moorhouse Clan who quietly and efficiently collected our 
answer sheets, swapped them around so we could score each others’ responses, tallied them up 
and worked who topped the score table.

Here for your interest is a breakdown of the total raised:  Entry - $2,060.00; Answers & Games - 
$525.85; Drinks at bar prices (by donation) - $1,160.00; Donations - $700.00; Preserves - $239.50;  
Silent Auction - $1,715.00 and Live Auction - $3,110.00.  Our costs for the evening were $540.65.

8. The Supreme Sopranos

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Score-Sheet-BUC.v2.xlsx.pdf
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Bush Dance

Our next FUNdraising event, this time for the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre is 
coming up fast - only three weeks away on Saturday 21st July.  The most important 
thing you can do is come along, bring your family and friends and dance.  However 
there are other ways that you can be part of making this event truly fabulous.

• Collect donations for the Silent Auction - a letter has been prepared for you to 
take to local businesses to request contributions.  All you need to do is put your 
name and contact information on the letter, have a chat with the business owner 
or manager about what they might want to offer and then arrange to collect it.  
Use your imagination to work out what might be possible.  Contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743, if you have any questions.

• Check out your wardrobe and cupboards to find clothing and other items to make the Pop-up Op Shop vibrant, fun, colourful and 
engaging.  Offer to help Helen Burnham, 0412 947 647, set it up and run it on the night and on the Sundays to follow.  It will run 
for 3-4 weeks.

• Offer to help organise and/or run the Sausage Sizzle - you might like to take the letter to a local supermarket, bakery or butcher 
and ask for donations.  Contact Ray Cameron, 0407 883 654, if you can help out in any way at all.

• If you can help with setting up in the afternoon please let Alistair Hunter know, 0488 302 583.  ‘Many hands make light work’!

Table hosts were invited to choose a theme and encourage their guests to dress up.  And what a wonderful array of Table Names 
(and themes) resulted:  The Great Quizby, Not Stopping at South Kensington, Trivial Debut (Come as you are), Fabulous Formals, 
Mad Hatters, Salt and Vinegar, The Wild and Woolies, The Supreme Sopranos (The 70s), The Bombers, Pizza Tennis, The Mad (at) 
Men, Hats Off, Lucky 13s, Table formally known as Table 14, Real Housewives of Brunswick (Mid-century domestics), Night Owls, 
Robbed by Fascists (Hats off to Olive), Olive Way League (“OWL”), The Village People.  Thank you Table Hosts.

And thank you everyone for making the night so successful.

3. Trivial Debut

9. The Bombers
7. The Wild & Woollies

6. Salt & Vinegar

10. Pizza Tennis

16. Night Owls13. Lucky 13s

19. The Village People

1. The Great Quizby

Saide Cameron
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Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre

FUNdraising for the ASWC

The Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre was fortunate to benefit 
from the FUNdraising activities of Brunswick Uniting Church.  
The funds have gone towards the activities below:

1.  Development of the ASWC Community Edible Garden: 
$2000

This project has been delayed as up until last week we were 
not able to recruit a suitable volunteer.  Now that we have had 
a wonderful applicant the project should start to take place very 
soon.

2.  Safe Food Handling Course: $1500

This has proven to be a very popular course amongst our client 
group.  5 clients have already completed the course with 
another 5 booked in to start shortly.  The confidence in the 
participants has grown through participating in this course and 
they are all eagerly looking for work.

 3.  Refugee Week: $2000

This was an absolute success! It was wonderful to see so many 
smiling faces and hear so much laughter.  On June 19th, we held 
an event that I think will be remember for a long time to come. 
Clients ran workshops in cup cake decorating and jewellery 
making showing off their skills, clients made decorations to 
decorate the hall, there were children’s activities in the Youth 
hall and face painting in the Welcome Centre.  A lucky door prize 
was drawn for children, and adults, and music was played by 
our volunteers with the night ending with a swing band and a lot 
of dancing.  It was a fantastic evening. 
           Andi Jones, Asylum Seeker Program Manager, Uniting Lentara

Towards a Uniting Response  
 to Asylum Seeker Needs

Many people at Brunswick Uniting Church would be aware of 
the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre (ASWC).

The ASWC began back in 2002 and the Brunswick congregation 
has been a major supporter ever since.

The Brunswick congregation has provided free accommodation 
and utilities, as well as significant funds to operate the service 
and use of other facilities.

People may be less aware that the AWSC is actually managed 
by “Uniting” which is the Uniting Church’s new welfare and 
serving arm.  “Uniting” is an amalgamation of over 30 individual 
agencies throughout Victoria and Tasmania.

However the Brunswick congregation still has strong links with 
the ASWC through the Justice and Mission Committee (JAM) 
and through the ASWC Reference Group.

At the beginning of the year the Reference Group, comprising 
Nicole Batch, Robyn Sampson, Mardy Stow, Richard Arnold and 
Andi Jones, became concerned that asylum seeker needs might 
“slip through the gaps” of the new, large “Uniting” organisation. 
At the same time awareness was growing of the impact of 
new draconian policies from the Turnbull government on asylum 
seekers.

The Reference Group decided to approach senior management 
of “Uniting”.  Following a meeting with them, it was decided 
that the Reference Group of the ASWC would produce a Briefing 
Paper.

The completed paper has now been forwarded to “Uniting” 
and it is hoped that this will inform the Board and senior 
management  about asylum seeker needs and the likely demand 
on services in the foreseeable future.

Members of the congregation can view the Briefing Paper here 
   Richard Arnold, ASWC Reference Group member

Love Makes a Way
Refugee Week Sing Out!

Love Makes A Way singers gathered on the 
steps of St. Paul’s Cathedral early on Thursday 
21st June, to mark Refugee Week and stand 
with all people seeking asylum #EvacuateNow 
#WithRefugees #LoveMakesAWay.  They wore 
red beanies made by Olive Pesto knitters and 
handed out 80 leaflets in 5 minutes.  

Shawn Whelan commented on Facebook - Awesome work by the 
knitting crew: thanks to you, we had plenty of red beanies for our 
singing action. We were even able to share two with a couple of Sri 
Lankan guys who joined us spontaneously!

http://www.lentarauc.org.au/page/59/the-asylum-seeker-welcome-centre 
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Briefing-paper-210518.pdf
http://#EvacuateNow
http://#WithRefugees
http://#LoveMakesAWay
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Mission Statement

Tim Hoffmann and Leanne Salau (co-convenors of the BUCArts committee) prepared the following Mission Statement which was 
accepted at the June JAM committee meeting.   Goals will be developed in the near future. 
BUC Arts aims to service the church in all areas:  worship, faith, community and social action. This we do under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit who leads us to transformation and healing. Our mission is to be welcome to all where we celebrate and allow space 
for the exploration of artistic desire. In all that we do we both affirm our diversity, and endeavour to provide a sensitive and safe 
environment. 

BUC Arts

Olive Arts Collective

Our collective has met over the past five weeks. Together we have had many laughs as we have painted and 
drawn together including portraits of each other. We continue to benefit from the experience and knowledge 
of our invited artists Geoff and Phil. Bev, a former art teacher, has also joined us. We also thank her for her 
charming presence and contribution to the group.

On one occasion we were privileged to hear from Giovanni who shared a reflection on the vigil for Eurydice 
Dixon. Giovanni has worked with her father in the management of bookshop, and knew Eurydice as a child. 
See his writing in Sharing our Faith, p2-3.

We look forward to reforming after Art Access has finished its sessions in September. Tim Hoffmann

 World Wide Knit in Public Day

From the moment doors opened at 12noon, the Olive Way filled 
with the sound of needles clicking and conversations around 
communal tables. Over 65 people enjoyed four hours of knitting 
beanies, scarves and fingerless mitts for KOGO ( Knit One Give 
One). A KOGO volunteer was laden with four bags of knitted 
items when she left at 4pm. There are still more to come!

A huge thank you to our wonderful community for welcoming 
and providing hospitality and warmth to everyone. From a 
welcoming smile through to hot soups, bread, pastries and 
home made afternoon tea delights - a community of care was 
created. The ideal environment for making and sharing. Thank 
you everyone for an inspiring afternoon for WWKIP 2018! 
            Ann Soo
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ArtStop Review

The first meeting of the review team on 16th June (Liz Johnson, 
Beth Shelton and Colin Hunter) gave us the opportunity to clearly 
identify the context and the focus for the review.  

Context:   The past six years have seen a very marked growth 
in opportunities for arts participation and practice offered 
by BUC to the local community. One of the catalysts for this 
growth has been the Arts Access Arts Stop Program, which 
uses BUC Church Hall for regular programs.  The BUC Olive Arts 
Collective evolved in part as a response to the needs of Arts 
Stop participants for activity between Arts Stop Programs. The 
Olive Arts Collective has, in turn, generated new activities and 
opportunities for arts practice and community development. It 
seems timely then, to review the way the two programs are 
working, and to plan ahead, aiming to provide the best possible 
community and arts programs.

Focus:  The review will explore
• Shared ground and differences in the values, priorities and 

strategies of Art Stop and the Olive Arts Collective 
• Relationships between clients/artists, volunteers and 

program providers
• Planning for the next three years

Project proposals

The BUCArts committee has prepared a project proposal format 
for anyone who wants to offer an arts focus activity or event 
for the congregation and/or wider community.  The proposal is 
offered in three parts:  the idea, implementation and funding.  
This format allows for the germ of an idea to be discussed and 
developed before proceeding to the implementation stage.  
The committee is very keen to support all forms of creative 
endeavour.  Speak to Tim Hoffmann,  0414 769 061, or Leanne 
Salau, 0488 718 887, if you have a project in mind.

Olive Pesto - Craft Connection

The Olive Pesto group has been very active this year making Zip Jewellery (March), Boomerang Bags 
(May) and Red Beanies for LMAW (June).  They’ve participated in the KOGO Blankets Gifting and 
Presentation (April) and the World Wide Knit in Public Day (June).  The group gathers once a month 
to create together with people bringing projects they are currently working on and also taking the 
opportunity to learn something new.  

On Saturday 7th July, 10am-noon in the Olive Way, Debra 
Cama will be teaching participants how to make crochet 
stars and Christmas baubles.  Catherine Cowan will be 
demonstrating the making of fabric Christmas trees.  Debra, 
Catherine and the Olive Pesto will provide the materials.  

Being Mid-Winter, the Olive Pesto team will be serving heart-warming Gluhwein and Biscotti/ Panforte.

Contacts:  Linda lindawannan@gmail.com 0405470568 and/or Ann annsoo11@tpg.com.au 0422 842 244.  Read the newsletter. 
             Linda Wannan

Boomerang Bags in May

 Saide Cameron

> Happy Birthday
Kate Allan, Jane Allardice,Nicole Batch, Sophie Blake, Helen Burnham, Andy Calder,  
Joshua Calwell, William Coulson-Bourke, Andrew Cowell, Kylie Crabbe, Narelle Crabbe,  
Erica Cumming, Klaus Fiedler, Ray Hardman, Sharon Hollis, Steven Hornby,  
Andree L’Estrange, Susan Matthews, Allason McNamara, Rupert Moore, Emily Moorhouse, 
Meg Orton, Owen Parris , Olivia Potter, Janet Reus-Smit, Kate Salau-Thom, Kate Scull,  
Hamish White 

mailto:lindawannan%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:annsoo11%40tpg.com.au?subject=
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/OLIVE-PESTO-newsletter-20180624.pdf
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News

During worship on 3rd June our Ministry Team reformed with 
two new members – Janet Hogan, as our Interim Student 
Support worker with responsibility for the YUCY (youth group) 
program and Valentina Satvedi Leydon, as our Student House 
Support Worker with responsibility for the 10 young adults who 
live in our student houses on Brunswick Rd.

They join Ian Ferguson, our Minister of the Word, Peter Blair, our 
Olive Way Co-ordinator and Janet Watson Kruse, our interim 
Children & Families worker.

Janet Watson Kruse was informally blessed and welcomed to 
her role in May and so joined Janet and Valentina in the formal 
commissioning and blessing that took place during the service.

In the act of commissioning Ian invited us to pray in silence for 
Janet, Janet and Valentina and then prayed

By the Holy Spirit, O God,
give strength to your servants Janet, Janet and Valentina
and set their hearts on fire with love for you.
Increase in them your gifts of grace:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and wonder in your presence,
the spirit of joy and delight in your service,
now and for ever

Together we sang the very beautiful blessing song ‘May God’s 
Sheltering Wings’.*

May God’s sheltering wings,
her gathering wings protect you.
May God’s nurturing arms,
her cradling arms sustain you.
And hold you in her love,
And hold you in her love. 
            Saide Cameron

* Judith Snowdon,  from More Voices, United Church of Canada, Woodlake 
Publishing Inc  Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENCE # 604502

Ministry Team Commissioning

Sunday Morning Program
Last week, 24th June, we were thinking about the story of 
David and Goliath:
Goliath was a big baddy that kept teasing the army of the 
Israelites.
Everyone was too scared to go and fight him!
Then young David said he would fight Goliath
Everyone laughed at him! They put the king’s armour on him 
but it was too heavy for him to take even a step so he took it off 
again.
Trying to be someone else didn’t work 
David used what he could do instead
He picked up five smooth stones from the river and used his 
slingshot to get Goliath right between the eyes

He was a hero! He was not a warrior, he was just a young 
person who used what he had.

In the year 2-5 group in Sunday Morning Program we wrote or 
drew things we are good at on the round cardboard stones and 
put them in the beautiful pouches we made. 
   

              

                  Janet Watson Kruse

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Blessing-of-new-Ministry-Team-Members.pdf
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> Regular Events
BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.  

Join us on our next cycle on Sunday 8th July.

For more details contact Colin Hunter, 0407 522 587.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email   sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the second & fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Everyone is welcome and you can come every fortnight 
or just as you are available. If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574)  
or Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
Our next gathering will be Tuesday 3rd July from 7:00pm 
unless advised otherwise  For details, contact Daniel Broadstock, 
0479 039 640.

Meditation
There are a number of opportunities to be involved in Christian 
Meditation in Brunswick.

There are weekly meetings at 29 MacFarland Street Brunswick 
each Wednesday at 8am and 5.30pm (meetings go for 30 
minutes).  July dates:  11th, 18th, 25th

Sunday meditation times, meeting at the church at 8.15am are 
offered usually monthly.  Next date to be advised

New meditators are welcome and teaching is provided.

For more information contact Richard on 0407 796 429

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, & Art 
programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland

7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 25th July 2018 

Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

In July we will discuss the 2017 Stella 
prize winning novel, The museum of 
modern love by Heather Rose. This 
is a dazzlingly original novel that asks 
beguiling questions about the nature 
of art, life and love and finds a way to 
answer them. It is a mesmerising literary 
novel about a lost man in search of 
connection set against the backdrop of 
one of the greatest art events in modern 
history, Marina Abramovic’s The Artist is Present.

Everyone welcome. Faye or Christine would be happy to talk to 
you about book club if you would like more information. 

Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group - June event
Meet in the Youth Hall on Friday 20 July to hear from our 
Compassion Team how we support pastoral care at BUC.  The 
Team are keen to hear from us about what works and what 
more might help.   Arrive at 10.30am for refreshments before 
the session with Ian and Glenice. Stay on for lunch at Marcella’s 
restaurant nearby. Main meals under $15.

RSVP for lunch please.  Out and About is a monthly social group 
for older, active women and men.  We visit places of interest or 
meet up for lunch or coffee.  New members always welcome. 
Contact Helen Rowe for further information about this month’s 
activity. Ph. 0423 009 813 or email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Distribution Day - Saturday 21st July 10 am-12 noon.  

Reduce plastic packaging going to landfill.  New members 
welcome!  We buy in bulk and you bring your re-usable 
containers to fill with the quantity you want. Reasonable prices 
for products.   We meet in the Olive Way space.  

Further information from Helen Rowe 0423 009 813  
                             or Meredith Budge 0403 717 714
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> Reports
Worship Committee
To begin our June meeting Ian shared his experience of 
attending the Eurydice Dixon Vigil on Monday 18th June.  He 
commented on how amazing it was to stand outdoors in 
a crowd of 10,000 people in silence.  He invited us to hold 
silence keeping this in mind and as we look ahead to the UCA 
Anniversary and in particular Refugee Week.  During the time of 
silence he read 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 and invited us to share our 
reflections on the reading and the silence. 

During the meeting we discussed the previous five worship 
services and noted

• (20th May) how much we enjoyed the return of the 
dancing curtain and percussion instruments from the 
seasons of Lent and Easter; the teachings on exile and 
creation

• (27th May) the beautiful baptism service and the 
appearance of Zaphod Beeblebrox to give insight into 
Isaiah’s vision

• (3rd June) how good it was to have the whole ministry 
team involved in the service for the commissioning of our 
Interim CY&YA workers (p 12)

• (10th June) our appreciation for Graeme Garrets preaching 
and the emphasis on being with Jesus as being the 
important thing in doing the will of God

• (17th June) the effectiveness of having the prophet 
Samuel drop in to weave the anointing of David story with 
responses for the children and congregation

We also discussed 

• the worship calendar for the next four months, (p.2)
• the invitation to submit a funding application to develop a 

performance piece for the Brunswick Music Festival, this 
was deferred to the JAM committee

• refurbishment of the chapel space including new glass 
(already delivered), new 
taper bowls (we are 
exploring custom made 
options) and the hanging 
of Johnny’s artwork (now complete)

• updating of Morning Tea and Holy Communion guidelines
• preparation of guidelines for Baptism Elders -  Ian will 

develop these
• the worship workshop which we will run annually because it 

was so very useful - watch out for next year’s date, its very 
worthwhile

• progress on the shed project - see Property report (p.18)

Ian offered some insights into his preparations for Assembly 
worship both the Installation service for incoming President 
Deidre Palmer on Sunday 8th July at St. Michael’s in the city 
and daily worship for the meeting of Assembly at Box Hill Town 
Hall. Ian, Geoff Thompson and Sharon Hollis will all be attending 
in their respective official capacities.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend the Installation service.

Next month we’ll discuss the 2018 Christmas Eve pageant.

> Discipleship & Education News

It goes without saying that groups are diverse and complex. 
What does it mean to be on the margins of a group - to be on 
the outside looking in? Alternatively, what does it mean to be 
in the mainstream, to have your experiences taken as default? 
How do these dynamics affect how different people experience 
the same group and how can we learn to be more inclusive and 
aware of diversity?

This is a reflective and exploratory workshop about group 
dynamics to strengthen the capacity of facilitators. This 
session will draw on the work of Training for Change (US 

social movement educators) and Arnold and Amy Mindell 
(Processwork and Worldwork). 

Holly Hammond is founder, director and principal facilitator and 
trainer with Plan to Win.  (http://plantowin.net.au/people/ )

********************

Join the Discipleship & Education committee on Thursday 26th 
July, 7:30pm at BUC, to explore how these questions speak 
into our ministry of hospitality, and also into our general sense 
of what it is to be a “community of communities” - how we find 
our place, understand our place and help others to do likewise.

What’s your view point? Marginal or mainstream?

• 4th October - Death over Dinner, a 
formal dinner and discussion program 

• 11th October - Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Panel discussion about the 
legislation, practical and ethical issues

• 18th October - Advanced Care 
Planning workshop.  Practical “how to” 
advice on the processes

• 25th October - Grief and loss, an 
experiential workshop

Death in October
The committee also invites you to save Thursdays in October ...

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Morning-Tea-Guidelines-18.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/HC.Setting-up-18.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/15th-assembly-installation-service/
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3/6 Pentecost 2 1 Samuel 3:1-11, Mark 2:23-3:6 Ian invited the children to come and learn ‘Hush hush, someone’s calling 
my name’, an African American spiritual slave song, to help understand the story about Samuel and Eli.  Ian took us through the 
story with the children saying Samuel’s line ‘You called me’, the congregation saying God’s line ‘Samuel, Samuel’ and Ian saying 
Eli’s lines while we sang the song along the way.  Ian explained that when Eli worked out that it was God calling Samuel, Samuel 
responded to God’s call and started to become a great prophet in Israel, the one who hears God’s word and speaks it to the people.  
Ian commented that God speaks through the little ones in the world, just like Samuel when he was a boy.  God speaks to us in 
unexpected places and times.

In his sermon Ian invited us to reflect on two moral issues – Sabbath observance and abortion, referencing the referendum held in 
Ireland that week to repeal the 8th amendment to their national constitution.  Ian explained that ‘This reflection is not actually about 
the rights and wrongs of these issues.  … This reflection is about how we as Christians might approach big moral issues like these.  
This reflection is about moral authority and where it resides.  It is about legalism versus grace.  It’s about old creation versus new 
creation.  And it is about freedom.’  

Ian took us through the gospel story and the earth shattering implications of Jesus’ response to the Pharisees ‘The Sabbath 
was made for humankind and not humankind for the Sabbath’.  He explained that Jesus takes authority for them (biblical laws), 
reinterpreting them according to love and demanding of his followers that love rather than legalism dictate our moral choices.’  

Concluding he commented on the movement in the story away from rule keeping 
into the freedom of love.  Returning to the moral issue of abortion he said there 
was no black and white rule.  ‘There is just love.  The love of Christ, gracious self-
giving love, which enters into the place of human need and struggle and becomes 
incarnate there. The love of Christ enters the place of profound discernment 
where people are faced with life shaping choices, not judging or condemning or 
commanding but meeting where they are and supporting them with empowering 
grace.  Isn’t that what love invites them to?  We don’t take the love of Christ into 
those places as Christians.  We meet it there.  And what will that encounter mean?  
Surely it will mean many different things in different contexts.  And the way to find 
is by going there and living that way, living it in the name of Christ.  Amen.

Later in the service we commissioned and blessed our new Children, Youth & 
Young Adult Interim workers (p. 12) and celebrated Holy Communion. 

10/6 Pentecost 3 Mark 3:19b-35, Psalm 138 Saide invited the children to come and listen to the Gospel story and identify who 
the characters were.  Together we identified Jesus, a crowd, Jesus’ mother, brothers and sisters, scribes and Satan.  We talked 
about being in a crowd and how that can be scary sometimes and about being with Jesus which is why the crowd was gathered 
around him.  Saide commented that Jesus saying ‘Here are my mother and my brothers!  Whoever does the will of god is my borther 
and sister and mother’ is another way of Jesus’ reminding us that he wants to be with him, loving God and one another.  

We welcomed Graeme Garret, member of our congregation and one of our 
regular preachers, as our preacher while Ian was on leave.  Graeme opened his 
sermon by commenting on Alfred Hitchcock’s North by Northwest which he had 
seen a dozen of times but which as great art grips him again and again.  He said 
that the ‘Gospel of Mark is great art’ in the same way.  Graeme then took us into 
the heart of today’s story vividly describing all the ‘heavy weight contenders’ 
commenting that Jesus has ‘managed to kick the hornets’ nest as well as stir the 
honey pot’.  

At this point he took us back to before this story in the gospel when Jesus 
appoints the twelve apostles drawing our attention to these words ‘And he 
appointed twelve, whom he named apostles, to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message, and to have authority to 
cast out demons.’  Graeme affirmed that Jesus first reason for appointing the apostles was to be with him.  He then commented on 
‘Jesu, joy of our desiring’, which Julia and Bronte had played before (and then after) the sermon.  He said that J.S. Bach is called the 
fifth evangelist because in this song – ‘Bach goes to the heart of the matter.’  

Concluding he took us back to the gospel story and Jesus’ response to his family (3.33-35).  He commented on the crowd 
saying ‘The crowd were looking just to be with Jesus. And that instinct, says Mark, is spot on. That is what faith in God means.’  
Commenting on his (and our) desire to domesticate Jesus he said ‘But Jesus goes his way, the way of the Son of God, and only 
those who are willing to be with him, willing to risk, if I might hopelessly mix my stories, risk being on the train with him, will discover 
what it means to be of the family of God.
‘And he appointed the twelve … to be with him.’ … ‘Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.’ 

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/rules-vs-love/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/to-be-with-jesus/
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17/6 Pentecost 4 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Mark 4:26-34 Natalie Sims, 
Julie McKinnon and Janet Watson Kruse brought Samuel’s story to life 
with the children with Samuel (Janet) making an incognito appearance.  
Samuel explained that Saul has become a big problem who doesn’t 
listen to wise people and that Samuel had been asked to find a new 
king - one of Jesse’s sons.  Samuel asked the children to help him find 
the son that God had chosen.  Each time Samuel said ‘Surely this must 
be the one’, we all responded ‘Don’t look at the outside, God looks at 
the heart’.  After the story Janet and Natalie chatted about important 
people in the congregation but each time Janet reminded Natalie that 
it’s not what people do the matters - God looks at the heart.

We welcomed David Withers, Strategic Framework Minister for the Synod as our preacher 
while Ian was visiting St. Michael’s UC as part of the preparation for Assembly worship.  
David spoke about how his favourite verse from Samuel ‘The Lord does not see as mortals see.  
They look on the outward appearance but the Lord looks on the heart’ asks us to see how God 
challenges us to look beyond the surface to a deeper reality and how that can be surprising 
when we think about the ways of the Kingdom.  He shared examples of this – Susan Boyle 
as a contestant in Britain’s Got Talent, Shrek with Donkey talking about layers in an onion.  He 
said that even the great prophet Samuel is struggling to understand what is going on, that a radical twisting in the order of things is 
being revealed.  The one who is to be anointed didn’t even get invited to the feast, the one who is last in line – ‘That which is hidden 
is being revealed by God and it is hard to see as God sees. 

David further commented on Jesus’ way of teaching, his parables which lure his listeners in – of the seed which grows a harvest,  
and the tiny mustard seed which becomes a huge tree and he reminded us of David the youngest son on whom God’s spirit rests 
and a people grow.  He reminded us that ‘we are invited to explore and wrestle with the parables so that we might begin to see 
as God sees’ and that Jesus comes to reveal the Kingdom.  He directed our attention to Geoff Thompson’s book ‘A genuinely 
theological church’ and offered some of Karl Bart’s teaching from it ‘The gospel must ever again be explored and sought and enquired 
into’. He said our challenge is to have our eyes open to the revelation of the kingdom and to choose to be part of the coming 
kingdom.  He reminded us that Christ is at work in acts of justice and healing, in building bridges of love and humility, having eyes to 
see and ears to hear.  It is our joy to join in this work, in the moments of grace when the kingdom breaks in.  

24/6 Pentecost 5 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49, 2 Corinthians 6: 1-13 

For the 41st Anniversary of the UCA we participated in a litany recalling the traditions which 
formed the Uniting Church and the other traditions that we stand alongside. 

Amelia Ware and Ian invited the children to chat about the story of David and Goliath and the impossible task David has taken on 
- to kill a giant.  Ian explained that David can do it because he trusts God to help him.  To demonstrate the difficulty of David’s task 
Ian and Amelia took off all their armour - hands, bodies, one leg and then attempted to stand up using only one leg.  Rowan and 
Greta managed to do this when no-one else could.  Ian said that it was impossible without God’s help - the momentum for change.  
Together Ian and Amelia demonstrating the love that reaches out to us, using their shared momentum came to standing on only one 
leg.  Ian reminded us that it had been Refugee Week and how impossible it seems to reach out and make a difference.  He reminded 
us that like David who goes out into the place of the soldier we want be inspired by God to go out and make a difference.  Together 
we sang the Love Makes a Way song by the same name.  LMAW goes as a church into political places in the world to pray, sing, 
read the Bible on the streets and in politicians offices.

Beginning his sermon Ian asked ‘So friends who do you feel like today?  David or Goliath?  Which are you, are you inhabiting your 
power or your vulnerability today?’  He went on to speak about the challenge of recognizing Goliath in our world particularly having 
attended the vigil for Eurydice Dixon (see Ian’s Meditation, p1) saying that he was deeply moved and profoundly challenged by what 
he heard and saw there.  He spoke of the challenge facing King Saul in the story and the decision to send David, a shepherd boy to 

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/the-hidden-things-matter/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/god-on-our-side/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Lighting-the-Christ-Candle.pdf
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Love-makes-a-way.pdf
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meet Goliath’s challenge.  Ian pondered on where David’s confidence, courage, spiritual equanimity comes from and in response 
repeated David’s words ‘This very day God is handing you over to me, this battle belongs to God’.  Ian asked ‘Does God takes sides?’.  
Again he answered ‘The answer we see on almost every page of the Bible is YES. … God is on the side of justice, peace and new 
life’.  He asked us to consider what it might mean to find our own inner David and to challenge our nation to move away ‘from our 
alliance with today’s Goliath’.    

Finally, concluding, Ian observed ‘The problem is how often does David really beat Goliath in this world of ours.  His story is 
misleading’.  He went onto speak of the Son of David who ‘takes the field with no weapon but faith and love. … Everything about 
Christ’s death screams defeat, we dare to claim victory.  Do we really want to lay our armour down?  Do we really want God on our 
side?  For our story, the Christian story is not one of fearless easy victory, but of the profoundest victory.  Brothers and sisters do you 
believe as I do that it is also a story of hope, the profoundest hope, of resurrection hope, of new life out of loss, out of the suffering of 
God’s little ones?  A story of hope to live by.  I believe it, although it’s hard.  And I had that belief reaffirmed for me last Monday night 
down there in Royal Park in the silence between strangers.  The violent power and privilege of Goliath cannot kill the love that holds 
us together.  The love we know in Christ.  Amen

Later, acknowledging Refugee Week, Ian invited us to listen to Lucy reading 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 as a direct address to us, to the 
USA and the world in the light of our treatment and plight of refugees in our world.  Responding to the reading Ian invited us ‘To 
open wide our hearts in prayer and to hold silence together, holding in our hearts, holding with love those who are seeking refuge.  
Let’s open wide our hearts to those who are seeking refugee in our nation, our community, our church.  Let’s open our hearts wide 
and ask for the inspiration of God’s Spirit to guide us in making a way with love.         
                                    Saide Cameron

Finance Committee
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

July 1 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

July 29 Ian Ferguson
Combined BIUC

August 26 Ian Ferguson

July 8 Monica Melanchthon August 5 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

September 2 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

July 15 Sunny Chen August 12 Carlynne Nunn
 

September 9 Ian Ferguson
 

July 22 Ian Ferguson August 19 Geoff Thompson September 16 Ian Ferguson

Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late.  In this 
period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity.  It seeks to relate its faith as a 
people of God to Christ’s mission in the world.  It commences with Trinity Sunday and concludes 
with the feast of Christ the King.

Date Day First Reading  Psalm   Second Reading  Gospel   C
1/7 Pentecost 6 2 Sm 1:1, 17-27  Ps 130   2 Cor 8:7-15  Mk 5:21-43  G
8/7 Pentecost 7 2 Sm 5:1-5, 9-10  Ps 48   2 Cor 12:2-10  Mk 6:1-13  G
15/7 Pentecost 8  2 Sm 6:1-5, 12b-19  Ps 24   Eph 1:3-14  Mk 6:14-29  G
22/7 Pentecost 9  2 Sm 7:1-14a  Ps 89:20-37  Eph 2:11-22  Mk 6:30-34, 53-56   G
29/7 Pentecost 10  2 Sm 11:1-15  Ps 14   Eph 3:14-21  Jn 6:1-21   G
5/8 Pentecost 11  2 Sm 11:26-12:13a  Ps 51:1-12  Eph 4:1-16  Jn 6:24-35  G
12/8 Pentecost 12  2 Sm 18:5-9, 15, 31-33  Ps 130   Eph 4:25-5:2  Jn 6:35, 53-56  G
19/8 Pentecost 13  1 Kgs 2:10-12; 3:3-14  Ps 111   Eph 5:15-20  Jn 6:51-58  G
26/8 Pentecost 14  1 Kgs 8:(1-6, 10-11)22-30, 41-43   Ps 84  Eph 6:10-20  Jn 6:56-59  G

Property Committee
The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:

• Presbytery have approved the Application to Build the 
sheds.  The required documentation has been forwarded 
seeking Synod approval.

• The church sign board has been updated with contact 
details

• Repair of rangehood at 1/278-280 Brunswick Road.
• Mounting of the recently purchased art work

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:

• The Property Committee to manage the construction of the 
sheds after Synod  approval. Tony Urwin (Profile Interiors) to 
undertake the construction of the shed(s).

• Ascertain the service requirements of the dishwasher’s 
chemical pump also the replacement of the pipes.

• Modification to the ASWC west side door to make it usable.
• Laurie to investigate the requirements to repair, 1) stone 

capping on west wall, 2) lintel over west door entrance in 
the welcome space and 3) key stone repairs/replacement in 
a window in the chapel space.

• Removal of the trees in the walkway pots after they lose 
their leaves.

• As part of disposing of the excess hall bench seats, 
ascertain their current market value.

• Investigate the removal of silt from the south side water 
tank.

• Gutters and down pipes to be inspected and cleaned
• Obtain quote(s) for the painting of the hall floor.
• Modify the hatches above the two doorways between 

the church and the Olive Way to aid in cooling in hotter 
weather.

• Investigating the replacement of the faulty air dryer in the 
women’s toilet. 
              Ray Cameron



July Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

July 1 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       HC 

 
 

 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:00 – Mulling  

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
 
10:00 – Olive Pesto 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

 8 
9:30 – Monica Melanchthon 
11:30 – BUC Cycle 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
7:00 – Assembly worship 

 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 10 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 11 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 

 12 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 13 
 

 
 
 
  

 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 15 
9:30 – Sunny Chen 
10:45 – Café Style MT 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 17 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 18 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 19 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
6:45 – JAM C’tee 

 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 21 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 
6:30 – Bush Dance 

 22 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 24 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 25 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
7:30 – Book Group 

 26 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – D&E workshop  

 27 
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 29 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

Combined BIUC service 
11:30 – Soup & Rolls lunch 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 31 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

August 1 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 2 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
  

 4 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
3:30 – Community Team 
 
 
 

 


	July 2018
	July Diary

