Guidelines for Holy Communion – Minister
Preparation

· Include a brief blessing to be offered at the conclusion of each circle of serving.  

· The minister, the liturgist and two elders serve.  Consult with the liturgist regarding sending reminders to the rostered elders.

· If necessary, run through the serving procedure with the servers before the service. This may be needed when there is a visiting minister or new elders. Explain the process for serving and the words that you want said, e.g. ‘The body of Christ broken for you’ or ‘The blood of Christ shed for you’ or something else that particularly fits the theme.

· The bread (gluten free only) & the grape juice are prepared before worship by the duty elders and left on the table at the back of the worship space.

· 2 primary school age children are chosen to collect the glasses by the children’s leaders during their worship activity.
During Worship

Receiving the elements
· The servers bring the elements forward as part of the offering, standing around the table where the minister places them on the table. Responses may be said at this time.
The Invitation
· Invite people to come forward and stand in a succession of circles around the front of the worship space to be served.  
· Include a comment about the bread being gluten free in your invitation.  See below for current serving method.
· The servers begin at the cross and work around the circle, first the bread with the glasses next (leaving a space of about 5 people) – the child collecting glasses follows behind.
· Each group is dismissed with a blessing. 

· The servers are served between each group – the bread after the first group and the wine after the second group. The minister serves the servers and one of the servers serves the minister. 
Serving in a large circle
· We are currently receiving the elements standing in a circle around the worship space.  This format is used in response to themes emerging from the liturgy.
· Six servers & three children will be required in this situation.
· Pairs with bread and juice to serve sectors as follows

· One pair starting at cross, move west

· Second starting at pillar, move east

· Third pair, starting at cross, move east

· We usually bless in the large circle and return to our seats with a song or passing the peace.
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