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April 2018 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation
The Patron Saint of Redeemable Failures

‘When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John,  

do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time,  
“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things;  

you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you 

were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; 
but when you are old you will stretch out your hands,  

and someone else will dress you and lead you  
where you do not want to go.’

John 21:15-18

In January of last year I spent thirteen days in New York, which 
was probably the most exciting experience of my life. And in 
New York I discovered one of the most extraordinary places of 
worship that I have ever experienced. The Cathedral of St John 
the Divine, is on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, and is a 
space of staggering vastness and beauty. For a tourist with only 
two weeks in New York I spent a good deal of time in the church 
of St John the Divine. I had the most intimate sense there of 
entering God’s heart, and I could barely drag myself away. 
Among the cathedral’s most striking qualities are its soaring 
panes of stained glass, which cast a violet hue across its stone 
floors. And between its arches I wandered along stone walls 
gazing up at a sun-pierced tableau of stories that I recognised 
of Christ’s life, and the faces of the saintly men and women that 
built the universal church. 

This passage from the Gospel of John is about mission. It is 
about incarnational mission, a transformation that flows from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus. And yet in the light of the saints 

of the Cathedral of St John Divine, I felt a deep sadness. For 
I knew that if ever I were to be painted in stained glass, like 
those great men and women, it would be a lie. A beautiful lie, 
but an inescapable one. For I don’t feel saintliness within me. 
I don’t know what a life would look like that was authentically 
lived in the compelling and certain knowledge that Christ had 
risen from the dead to proclaim a new order of love and mercy, 
but I feel sure that it wouldn’t look like mine. I feel something 
within me recoil from the task of ‘incarnational mission’ because 
I feel that my life is such a poor and compromised ambassador 
for the Kingdom of God. My knees are too rarely bent in prayer, 
and there is no cast of piety on my eyes. I have loved too faintly, 
given too scarcely, endured too lightly, and followed Jesus too 
distantly.

But then I remember Peter. Jesus’ first disciple, upon whom he 
built his church. Peter, who was an unmitigated, relentless, and 
implacable failure.

Peter only ever got one thing right. Jesus asked him, ‘Who 
do you say I am?’ And Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ.’ And 
compelled by the transfiguring power of that truth, Peter 
stepped upon the long road of discipleship. But whenever Peter 
came to fork in that road, he raised above him the banner of 
Christ and marched confidently and boldly, precisely in the 
wrong direction.

And so when Jesus speaks of his own death, Peter rebukes him, 
and Jesus must say to him, ‘Who are you to tell me what will 
happen and what will not?’ And when the children come before 
Jesus with the Kingdom of God dancing in their eyes, he says, 
‘This man is not for you.’ Upon the mountain of transfiguration 
he asks to build a shelter because the light is too terrible to 
behold. He follows a servant King, but in his poor, pride-addled 
heart he longs to be a master. He strains to find his way through 
the labyrinth of Jesus’ parables but he loses his way again and 
again. He draws his sword in the Garden when Jesus would give 
himself willingly, and finally in the unforgiveable darkness of the 
temple courtyard, he does that which he promised himself in his 
heart he would never do. ‘I do not know him, I do not know him, 
I do not know him.’ And he weeps.
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For that broken cry of terror was not merely a denial, but an 
admission. Peter finally admits even to himself the shameful 
truth that he truly did not know Jesus. He had tried, oh how 
Peter had tried. But he didn’t understand who Jesus was. He 
didn’t understand what he was doing. He didn’t understand what 
Jesus was asking of him. And that triple wound upon his heart 
would not heal, until he sat with Jesus again on the beach, and 
his three denials were healed at last with three loves.

And so when I think of Peter on that beach I have a dream 
in my heart. In my dream I find myself on that dawn crossed 
beach with Jesus. But instead of joy, I am mortified to be in his 
presence. I shrink from his gaze and I cover my face. Suddenly 
there are tears in my eyes and before he can speak I cry, ‘I’m 
sorry! I couldn’t do it. I couldn’t do any of it. I didn’t live the life 
you called me to. I didn’t leave my net on the beach, I didn’t 
forgive seven times seven, I didn’t love the Lord my God with all 
my heart, mind and soul, I didn’t love my neighbour as myself, 
much less did I love my enemies. I didn’t make myself perfect 
and give all I had to the poor. The cross was too heavy to bear, 
the pearl was too costly to buy, the mountain was too mighty to 
move, the word was too wide to grasp, and the truth was too 
great to see. I didn’t do it.’

Jesus doesn’t interrupt, but listens patiently, and I have the 
strangest feeling that he has heard all this before. And then he 
speaks. He looks at me, and says, ‘My child, do you love me?’ 
And I am taken aback, and I wonder if he had heard me. But I 
drop my eyes, and I say, ‘Yes, Lord.’ And he asks me a second 
time, ‘My child, do you love me?’ and I answer again, ‘Yes, 
Lord.’ And he asks me a third time, ‘My dear child, do you love 
me?’ But now I can’t wait to answer, for at last I understand. I 
remember where I have heard this story before, and I know how 
it ends. And that grey, heavy carpet of compromise, half-truths 

and half-measures that I had been walking upon all my life rolls 
away, and I never think of it again. And finally I can meet those 
shining eyes. I look Jesus in the face at last, and see that it 
is filled with the laughter of love, and I say, ‘Lord, you know 
all things. You know that I love you.’ And that is where my 
dream ends, for what follows is too great and too wonderful for 
dreams.

It is said in some Christian traditions that Peter stands at the 
gates of heaven with the book of life in his hands. I don’t know 
if that is true, but if that book is to be given to anyone, I would 
have it given to Peter. I would have it given to Peter, who had 
believed himself to be so far beyond the grace of God, but who 
discovered with a happy gasp of relief, that he had explored 
only the shallows of a great ocean of mercy. For Jesus did not 
remember that charcoal night of the soul when Peter said, ‘I 
do not know him,’ but only the sun-drenched morning when 
Peter said, ‘You know that I love you.’ For Jesus it was not that 
Peter wanted longed to be first, but that, if Jesus asked him, he 
was willing to be last. It didn’t matter that Peter couldn’t walk 
on water. All that mattered was the love-maddened hope that 
drove him over the rail of the ship. That is a life that I can live.

In the end, Peter was not a saint because of what he made of 
himself, but because of what Jesus made of him. And so if we 
are ever painted in stained glass, it would be a beautiful and 
holy truth, not because the colours of our heart are so pure, but 
because the light that shines through us is so bright. And if ever 
there is a glimmer of a halo above our heads it is because God 
has painted it there. This is what I remember, when I think of St. 
Peter, the patron saint of redeemable failures.

Daniel Broadstock 
Shared for Church Council’s March worship time
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April
On Sunday 8th April we welcome Matt Julius as our preacher 
will is on leave for the week following Easter Sunday. 

Matt is a member of the new Synod Mission and Ministry 
Committee and  a member of the Theology in the Pub group.

On Sunday 22nd April 
we will offer a blessing and 
farewell to John Venning who 
has moved to Berwick Nursing 
Home to live near his sister 
Dulcie.  Dulcie we will also be 
joining us for worship.  After 
worship we will celebrate 
John’s 71st birthday.

On Sunday 29th April, the theme for worship at camp and in 
Brunswick is ‘Bearing Fruit’.  Back home we welcome Sunny 
Chen as our preacher.   
Sunny is a chaplain at the University of Melbourne, a member of 
the CTM Board and a lecturer in New Testament Greek.

May
Anika Jensen will conclude her 
role as our Youth and Student 
House Support Worker at the end 
of April.  On Sunday 6th May we 
will acknowledge and celebrate her 
ministry during worship and with a 
presentation during morning tea.  

We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday, 
20th May.  Be ready to wear something red.

During worship on Sunday 27th May we will celebrate the 
baptism of Jacob Lourey, son of Ally Carpenter & Adam Lourey.

> Worship Calendar

Reportable Conduct 
Scheme
Victoria has in place legislation 
that obligates all people to report 
allegations of suspected or actual child 
abuse. The relevant legislation is the 
Failure to Report Offence, the Failure 
to Prevent Offence and the Grooming 
Offence.  These obligations came into 
effect in 2015.

From 1 January 2018 Victoria now 
has a Reportable Conduct Scheme 
to oversee allegations of child abuse 
and child-related misconduct.  We are 
now required to respond to allegations 
of child abuse or other child-related 
misconduct made against any workers, 
volunteers and appointed leaders.  The 
Head of Entity, in our case the General 
Secretary must notify the Commission 
for Children & Young People of any 
allegations within 3 days of becoming 
aware of them.  Synod has a policy and 
process for this.   Please click on the 
link to view the Synod’s statement on 
the Reportable Conduct Scheme.  

For further information about this new 
legislation or if you have any concerns 
about the safety of our children and 
young people, please contact Helen 
Rowe at helen.rowe@rocketmail.com 
or mobile 0423 009 813.  

Contact Person
If any member of the congregation 
– child or adult - has concerns about 
the safety of our children, particularly 
in relation to child sexual abuse, or 
the welfare of vulnerable adults, 
you may report this in confidence 
so that support can be provided. 
You may speak to Helen Rowe in 
confidence about your concern. 
Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact 
Person appointed by Church Council.  
Brunswick Uniting Church has a 
process for following up any concerns 
raised. Please contact Helen in person 
or by telephone at 0423 009 813.

> Culture of Safety > Special Events
Lots happening as always.  Here’s an attempt 
at a summary with links to events on the 
website and/or page numbers referenced for 
more information.

• 7th April - KOGO presentation (p15)
• 15th April - MS Melbourne Cycle (p18)
• 22nd April - Blessing, Farewell and 

Birthday Celebration for John Venning
• 22nd April - Working Bee, BBQ Lunch 

(p18)
• 27th-29th April - Church Camp - Bearing 

Fruit (p18)
• 6th May - Celebration of Anika’s ministry
• 25th -27th May - MMM Dinners (p18)
• 2nd June - Pie Bake up afternoon (p18)
• 3rd June - FUNdraising Stall for Winter 

Appeal (p15)
• 9th June - World Wide Knit in Public Day 

(p15)
• 16th June - Trivia Night & Auction (p15)

FUNdraising for local groups engaging in 
active listening, details next month

mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com?subject=
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/kogo-visit/
https://www.msmelbournecycle.org.au/team/5679   
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/bbq-lunch-working-bee/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/church-camp/
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> Sharing our Faith
A Time of Lament

On Sunday 11th March following 
the recently released final report 
of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses into Child 
Sexual Abuse, all congregations were 
asked by the Assembly of the Uniting 
Church to express our deep concern 
for the victims of sexual abuse.

Introducing the Time of Lament Ian said ‘In faith, we lament institutionalised sexual abuse and express our deep sorrow for the wrong 
that was done and the injustice and suffering this has caused.  Survivors have recounted experiences of humiliation, assault on their 
dignity and self-esteem; they have experienced fear, anxiety, isolation and abandonment. We pray that all survivors may know the 
transforming and surpassing power of God’s love.’

Rev Ian Ferguson read excerpts from a Pastoral Statement by Stuart McMillan the President of the Uniting Church’s National 
Assembly. The full statement is available online.

Ian, Kirsty Bennett and Daniel Broadstock led us in a time of prayerful lament and 
commitment.  We were invited to 
participate in a prayerful response 
using salt for God’s tears and 
small pebbles for our prayers for 
all those who have suffered and 
continue to suffer. 

See the full story on our website.

During worship on Sunday 18th March we offered a 
welcoming ceremony (we do this twice a year) during which 
six people accepted the invitation to name Brunswick as their 
spiritual home.
Ian reminded us of Paul’s writing in Romans inviting us to ‘glorify 
God by welcoming these people to our congregation today’
As part of this ceremony we were privileged to receive three 
beautiful and deeply personal stories.
Claire & Michael Foley
It was very hard for me to join 
Brunswick Uniting Church.
Michael and I have followed and 
practised the Catholic tradition for 
sixty years – by no means ‘lapsed’ 
Catholics. 
Among the very many good Catholics I have known,  I now take 
this opportunity to pay my respect to three of them  
– just one brief  aspect of that person.
My mother: mother to nine children;  I sat with her as she 
died and took her last breath:  at her most vulnerable she was 
strong in her Christian faith, fully believing and confident that 
her journey would be a good one.  I am very grateful to have 
experienced this way of dying.

My parish priest, Father Dowling:  a humble, prayerful man who 
taught me much.  One teaching lives strong within me – he 
taught:  ‘The love I give to God is unique:  My love is different 
from the love any other may offer God:  God desires my love – it 
is irreplaceable.  It is unique.’
And today, though luck, Michael’s mother is here today, visiting 
from Perth where we lived for nearly 40 years.
Peggy is another wonderful Catholic woman, devoted to family 
and church.  She has taught me through her own life’s journey: 
To trust in God’s plan:  To be faithful; be forgiving and to not 
waste any energy holding  grudges.
And so I journeyed……. And then asked Michael to come 
with me, as I sought a church that was not patriarchal, but was 
inclusive, was open to questioning scripture robustly and with 
confidence – and was welcoming.
And as mostly happens, Michael supported me in this decision. 
As I said it was hard for me to join Brunswick Uniting Church.  
But it has been very easy to stay and absorb the gifts this 
congregation has so generously offered Michael and me.
Thank you.

Welcoming Ceremony

https://www.assembly.uca.org.au/royalcommission/news/item/2767-honouring-our-commitment-to-child-safety
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/time-of-lament-confession-commitment/
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Kylie, Michelle & Amy Doust

Good morning everyone.  I’m Kylie 
and this is Michele and Amy.  I grew 
up in the church, having come from 
three generations of Methodist/Uniting 
Church ministers. But I moved to Italy 
when I was 22 and although I tried 
going to church in Italy, after a few 
attempts, I realised that the strong 
traditions of the Catholic Church weren’t for me. When I came 

back to Brunswick, two and a half years ago, I tried going back 
to my old church, but so much had changed and it felt like a 
huge effort and I gave up for a while.

Then last Easter I realised that marketing was indoctrinating my 
kids with commercial idols such as the Easter Bunny and Father 
Christmas who the girls saw as omnipotent and real. I realised  
that I needed to offer them messages based on love, giving and 
community and so I looked around for a new church to try. By 
instinct, this was the first church we came to and it immediately 
felt like the right place for us to be.

Naomi David

I’m Naomi, I was raised in a Christian family, went to Catholic 
Schools from Prep – Year 12 and I was an active member of 
congregations in the past.  I’ve really found a home here at 
Brunswick Uniting Church after being burnt by my last church 
community over a decade ago.  

I was a youth leader in a Pentecostal Church and if you weren’t 
overtly “on fire for God” as they said, then you weren’t part of 
the community, and I found out how they really turn their backs 
on you, unfortunately this happened to me when I really needed 
them the most, when I was going through some deep personal 
struggles. I left the church feeling I had no one to turn to and my 
relationship with God suffered as my Trust in him was damaged 
through the Church.

Around 18 months ago I got invited by some friends to a church 
in Kew, there was some issues happening in that church 
community which made me realise that issues in Church 
communities are not unique, but what resonated strongly in the 
service was a hymn with the lyrics ‘renew in me a passion for 
you, instil in me a fire, a fire that burns for you’. I felt this was a 
message to reignite my faith in God.

That opened me up to returning to Church, Dad and Val had 
become members of BUC and when I came I started to feel 

God, which I hadn’t felt like this 
before. One of the first things I really 
appreciated was the inclusiveness of 
the Children into the service, I am the 
Godmother to my niece who visits 
with me sometimes and I felt the call 
to get involved and the opportunity 
to participate in the Sunday Morning 
Program presented itself.

I had noticed some of doubts that I had about my previous 
church enter my head, which centred around Church finances, 
sure enough as I had that thought Linda made an announcement 
asking for some help with UCA reporting and now I am on the 
finance committee.  

These opportunities arose just as I was having these thoughts 
and I really felt I was meant to hear those messages in this 
Church.  I feel like I’m more connected here with God than 
I have ever been. I love the openness and inclusiveness of 
this community.  All the doubts I’ve had before in a church 
environment have been transformed here and I’ve grown here 
in this community and I have learnt to Trust in God again, since 
then my life has really changed and I am so happy to have a 
spiritual home. 

On Sunday 18th March, we prayed a blessing on Daniel and David Hope Emmanuel, 
on their first birthday. A year ago, these beautiful boys were found in a plastic bag on the 
streets of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. In unimaginable circumstances very few of us could 
understand, the twins had been abandoned soon after their birth. However, God had not 
abandoned them. The Holy Spirit moved in people from near and far to provide them with 
a chance to grow and thrive. From Farashuu, who found the boys, looked for their mother, 
and eventually took them home, to 
Jacqui in Australia, who was moved 

by the plight of the boys and pledged to support them in any way she could, 
to the Uniting Church congregations in Springvale and Brunswick who have 
provided material and prayerful support. The boys now have a safe place 
to live in Dar e Salaam with someone to look after them and are financially 
supported and loved by many people in Australia.

We pray that David and Daniel will continue to grow and remain healthy in 
a loving and supportive environment. We pray for those who care for them, 
and for their mother, wherever she may be.          Fiona MacDowall

Blessing David and Daniel
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> Holy Week

Holy Week began with worship on Palm Sunday, 25th March and included our 
Ecumenical service at St. Ambrose Catholic church.

Ian invited the children to listen to the story of Palm Sunday accompanied by the 
sounds of Lent.  We remembered the wilderness place where the journey began 
with the whirlies.  Then how hard the journey can be and how Jesus said ‘you’ve 
got to take up your cross and follow me’ with the rhythm sticks.  Ian reminded 
us that the journey is also one of love adding in the tingling sound of joy with the 
triangles and then whispering ‘God so loved the world’.  And on the final Sunday in 
Lent we learning the Brunswick Alleluia, written by Elaine and Julia Potter.  

Ian wove these sounds into the Palm Sunday story with the rhythm sticks 
reminding us of donkey hooves, the triangles speaking of the people’s joy at Jesus 
entry into Jerusalem and the whispering of Hosanna getting louder and louder.  

Ian concluded ‘So here we are with Jesus in Jerusalem with the joy, and the 
donkey that is coming, and part of that whole journey from the wilderness to 
Easter.  We’re on that journey 
together.  So let’s do the whole 
Palm Sunday symphony together.’  
You can listen to the story and 
symphony here.

We set off then to follow our 
Anglican neighbours from Christ 
Church together led by a gentle 
and beautiful donkey.  At St. 
Ambrose we sang hymns led 
by our BUC musicians and 
participated in the familiar Palm 
Sunday litany led by clergy and 
representatives of our five local 
denominations - UCA, Anglican, 
Baptist, Catholic and Salvation 
Army.

After the service we returned to 
BUC with our Baptist neighbours 
to conclude worship being led 
in song by Phil Hudson from 
the Baptist congregation with 
the ‘Covenant of Love’ which 
he had co-written with their 
congregation at their recent 
church camp and sharing Prayers 
of the People. 

Palm Sunday

You can read our Palm Sunday Prayers  
on our website.  

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sunday-prayers-25-3/


	  

	  

7

> Holy Week

On Maundy Thursday, 29th March, we gathered to 
remember Jesus last evening meal with his disciples.  We 
prepared to listen accompanied by Peter Blair’s beautiful 
classical guitar playing.  Ian offered this introduction ...

Today we continue our worship journey into the ending and new 
beginning of Jesus Christ’s life. Tonight, tomorrow morning and 
twice on Sunday we remember and meditate on the events of his 
death and resurrection.  

Tonight we gather to enter into the story of the last night that 
Jesus had with his disciples. They came together to enjoy a 

meal. And here we will remember the way Jesus surprised his 
disciples by washing their feet and telling them to do likewise in 
a spirit of humble service. We will wash one another’s feet and 
share a holy meal. Then as the darkness deepens, we will follow 
Jesus into the night that led to his death. 

After listening to John 13:1-17 and praying, from the Gathering 
Space we moved to the chapel spaces to have our feet washed 
and wrote one word prayers on olive leaves which we floated in 
the Baptismal font for ‘we don’t know the direction in which our 
prayers or our journey will take, but the spirit carries them’.

Maundy Thursday

We celebrated Holy Communion using the 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  that Ian had written for 
the Nourish series, a simple and beautiful prayer 
in which we responded with the phrases ‘Thank 
you God!’, ‘Remember me’ and ‘Come Holy 
Spirit’.  

Turning to Matthew’s gospel we participated in 
a Tenebrae remembrance of Jesus last hours in 
the Garden of Gethsemane read by Kirsty, Ray 
and Amelia as they extinguished the candles 
while we sang the response ‘Shadows lengthen 
into night’. 

You can read our Maundy Thursday Prayers on our website.  

Ian invited us to share 
Christ’s peace and 
depart in silence and  
to return again on 
Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/maundy-thursday-prayer-29-3/
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> Holy Week

Worship on Good Friday, 30th March, was shaped by ‘The Seven Words from the Cross’.  Ian explained that the four gospels 
record Jesus saying seven things while on the cross.  Each word was accompanied by a soundscape (using the recordings from our 
Lent listening) and projections onto a moving curtain with Kirsty reading the relevant verses.  With each reading Ian asked ‘What do 
you hear?  What do you see? ...’  We sang in response.

Good Friday

First Word - The Word of Forgiveness.  Luke 23:34 – Father, forgive them. They do not know what they are doing. 
Followed by ‘O Christ Lamb of God’

Second Word - The Word of Salvation.  Luke 23:43 – Today you will be with me in paradise. 
Followed by ‘Jesus remember me’

Third Word - The Word of Relationship.  John 19:26–27: Woman, here is your son… Here is your mother.  
Followed by Prayers of the People with ‘Our God who weeps’

Fourth Word - The Word of Abandonment.  Mark 15:34: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Followed by the Reproach of the Cross with ‘O my people what have I done’.
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Fifth Word - The Word of Distress.  John 19:28 – I am thirsty

Sixth Word - The Word of Triumph.  John 19:30 – It is finished 
Followed by the Veneration of the Cross with ‘Were you there?’.

Seventh Word - The Word of Reunion.  Luke 23:46 – Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. 
Followed by ‘My song is love unknown’.

Ian concluded ‘With the women who followed him, let us continue listening and watching. What will we hear? What will we see?  
Watch and listen as our worship continues prayerfully in our hearts for the rest of today and tomorrow. This is not the end of this 
service, it comes to fulfilment in the great celebration here on Easter morning at Dawn 6:30 and then our 9:30 am Holy Communion 
service. 

He invited us to exchange a silent sign of peace and solidarity saying ‘Go in peace. As Christ has loved you, love one another.’
You can read our Good Friday Prayers on our website.  

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/good-friday-prayers-30-3/
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> Holy Week
Good Friday Lunch

Concluding our worship service on 30th March Ian commented …

No morning tea today, but gather at 12 for soup and hot cross buns at 
Adrian and Anita’s it is right that Christ’s people should be together on 
this most holy day because we are a community born at the cross.

Alistair and Colma provided us with the opportunity to sample 17 
different varieties of soup all labelled so we knew what we were tasting.

Ray and his trio of helpers Natalie, Daniel and Patrick, together with a 
visiting band of ‘younger bakers in the making’, mixed, kneaded, proved, 
basted with crosses, cooked and glazed thirty dozen hot cross buns in 
three varieties – traditional, chocolate chop chip and white chocolate & 
cranberry.  The buns disappeared very quickly when placed on the table.  
Colma found a recipe for gluten free buns that received a big yes from people who wanted this option.

A very pleasant afternoon of good food and good conversation.
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> Holy Week

We gathered at dawn on Easter Sunday, 1st April, in the 
Easter Garden singing ‘Were you there when they crucified my 
Lord?’ singing the final verse ‘Were you there when he rose from 
out the tomb?’ as Ian lit the fire and then prayed.

We listened to the story of Jesus’ resurrection from the Gospel 
of John and joyfully responded to Ian’s proclamation ‘Christ is 
risen.  He is risen indeed.’

Singing our ‘Brunswick Alleluia’ we followed the new Christ 
Candle to the church where the candle was lit at the entrance 
using a coal from the fire.  

In the Gathering space we prayed and participated in a 
Remembrance of Baptism, dipping our hands into the waters 
of the baptismal font.  We lit tapers praying for the world, the 
church and those we love in celebration of the risen Christ.

Easter Day - Dawn Service

Easter Day - Breakfast
After worship we enjoyed a 
light and delicious breakfast of 
croissants, pikelets, jam, cream 
and fresh fruit.  It was lovely 
to share a meal together and 
have people offer to help with 
preparation on the spot.

You can read our Dawn Service Prayers on our website.  

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/dawn-service-prayers-14/
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> Holy Week
Easter Day - Holy Communion

Worship on Easter Day, 1st April, opened with our Lenten sound scape calling us to a moment of stillness as we crowded into the 
Gathering Space.  Our celebration of the Risen Christ began with the spine tinglingly beautiful ‘The tomb is empty.  Sing alleluia’.  As 
in the Dawn service we responded to the Easter proclamation ‘Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed.’  As we held out our hands Ian 
lit the Christ Candle reminding us of the time of listening and the music we had created during Lent.  We moved into the worship 
space singing our ‘Brunswick Alleluia’ - the joyful conclusion to our Lenten journey.

We listened to the story of Jesus’ resurrection from the Gospel of Mark and prayed.  Ian spoke with the children about how the 
curtain represents the sadness of the Good Friday story.  Ian and Saide flew the curtain up, over the children and back again a few 
times transforming the curtain to represent the joy of Jesus’ resurrection.  We used our Lenten sounds to tell the Easter story with 
the whirleys reminding us of the women approaching the tomb, the rhythm sticks representing the hard feelings and question ‘Who 
will roll away the stone?’, the triangles acknowledging the presence of the young man dressed in a white robe and our shared 
whispering ‘He is risen’ growing louder to tell out our joy.  We set the table with the elements for Holy Communion surrounding 
it with the beautiful floral arrangements prepared by Jenny Hunter and Valmai Brunlow.  The children took butterflies and other 

activities to complete in their 
seats.  Later after the sermon 
the butterflies were added to our 
Easter Garden.  We celebrated 
Holy Communion in one big joyful 
circle around the whole space.  
(We used every glass in all four 
trays and almost the entire loaf of 
bread!!)

You can read our Easter Day Prayers and listen to Ian’s 
sermon ‘God’s Foolishness’ on our website.   
A brief summary of the sermon can be found on page 24.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/easter-day-prayers-1-4/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/gods-foolishness/
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> JAM News
Sydney Road Street Party

Devonshire Tea in the Olive Way was 
very popular with people streaming in 
by what felt like the hundreds.  We gave 
away a huge number of scones, emptied 
about 14 jars of jam and 10 bottles of 
cream.  The volunteers were on the go 
constantly with a couple spending up to 
two hours wit  h their hands in the sink 

washing dishes.  We invited our guests to make a donation to the Olive Way and many did resulting in $400.70 being raised for this 
ministry.  Many many thanks to the scone makers, dish washers, servers and everyone who helped with setting up and cleaning up.

We opened our doors to the Sydney Rd. Street Party on Sunday 4th March and had an absolutely fabulous (and somewhat 
exhausting) time.  We offered our regular activities and added in part of the Studio Walk.

Love Makes a Way drew increasingly 
larger crowds through the day singing 
their repertoire of protest songs led by 
Phil Hudson from the Brunswick Baptist 
congregation.  Storytelling on the street was 
also popular with families.

Our now iconic rainbow was 
popular once again.  This year we 
invited people to write a message 
that wanted others to listen to on a 
sticky note and to take the time to 
read other people’s messages.  It took 
a while to take off but with Meredith 
providing an inviting presence 
throughout the majority of the 

afternoon we soon had lots of people writing 
and reading messages, taking photos of the 
rainbow, including selfies with the rainbow.  
As Ian, Ray and Saide were carrying the 
rainbow in off the street passersby were still 
attempting to read the messages and take 
photos.  It was definitely popular.

Ann and Graham opened up the Studio 
Walk in the hall with art work also providing 
a focal point in the Worship space.  Both 
spaces were visited by many people 
and appreciation was expressed for the 
opportunity to see the art.  Theo also enjoyed 
welcoming visitors.  One piece was sold 
which was excellent.

SROC performed ‘Roof! In over our head! 
to a very appreciative audience of about 
40 people in the hall.  Lots of laughter and 
clapping was heard.  
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Palm Sunday Rally

After worship on Palm Sunday a number of BUC people gathered on the lawns of the State Library for the Palm Sunday Walk for 
Justice for Refugees.  Once again we were recognized for our familiar BUC sign and now also the Welcome Banner that we cre-
ated during Lent in 2017.  We listened to many inspiring speeches and especially appreciated Moderate Rev. Sharon Hollis’ stirring 
affirmation of our commitment to support refugees and asylum seekers to find a place in Australia.  

Tower Room Window
The JAM committee chose LISTEN as our theme 
for the Sydney Rd. Street party.  A postcard was 
designed to be handed out on the day but it was 
forgotten in the lead up to the event.  Fortunately the 
worship committee had taken up the theme for Lent.  

Amelia Ware designed a Tower Room Window display 
using the acrostic poem making excellent use of our 
brand new multi-panel display board system.  The 
display incorporated the sculpture created by Simone 
Alesich during the Studio Walk which was also used 
during worship accompanied by a specially chosen 
artwork each Sunday.

After worship on Easter Sunday the Easter Garden 
butterflies were used to make a new display.

Sometimes in Olive Way its hard to tell what someone’s story 
is. I was chatting to one guy who I would guess was in his 
early 30s, he’s pretty well dressed, clean, and presents well. 
But as the conversation progressed it turns out that in fact he 
is homeless. He stashes his stuff at St Martins, showers and 
washes his clothes at the Salvos, but sleeps rough at Southern 
Cross station. He says that there is a room with some chairs 
that he can sit in and try and get some sleep, but he can’t lie 
down, if he lies down he is chased out. After 12am he can get a 
few hours before the cleaner comes in at 5am. Prior to that he 
was in prison, and prior to that he would go fruit picking to earn 
some money but also to have a roof over his head. 

These situations can often surprise you. And lately they are 
occurring more frequently. Even around the shops in Coburg 
I see some of the people I meet in Olive Way, sleeping on 
the benches outside the library or grabbing a free meal with 
Food Not Bombs. It’s a confronting issue; one I wish I had the 
capacity to respond to. 

Of course, it is not the role of Olive Way to resolve these issues, 
but it’s not easy to say to someone ‘I’m sorry, I can’t help you’, 
especially when you know they will be sleeping rough in the 
cold. 

There is some comfort for me in the Easter story. And as the 
Easter season approaches and weather gets colder I have been 
reflecting more on this. While Olive Way might not named with 
this in mind, the Mount of Olives was one of the stops on that 
original Palm Sunday ride into Jerusalem. It was also the scene 
of Jesus anguished prayer with the disciples shortly before his 
crucifixion. I often think of Olive Way in those terms, a stop 
along the way. For us at BUC, it is a stop along the way as we 
express our discipleship and as we reach out the community. 
But for those in need it is a stop along the way to finding what 
they truly need in life, whether it be a meal, a home, or a friend.

Peter Blair, Olive Way Co-ordinator 

From the Olive Way ...
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FUNdraising News

From the JAM Committee ...

Sydney Rd. Street Party - Our plans for a cup cake & muffin 
stall at the party didn’t eventuate due to lack of volunteers.  
Instead we invited people to make a donation when enjoying 
their Devonshire Tea.  This was a good decision as it gave us the 
opportunity for people to read the leaflets describing the purpose 
and activities of the Olive Way.  We were pleased with the 
generous responses, raising $400.70.

Backyard Band Parties - Terry Towelling and the Tank Tops 
performed at two parties in February raising $725 for the Olive 
Way.  Please contact Alistair Hunter, 0488 302 583, to book the 
band for your next party or event and help raise funds to support 
this important outreach and ministry.  The offer will remain open 
for the remainder of the year on mutually agreed dates.

FUNdraising Stalls - Stalls were offered after worship on 18th 
& 25th March to support the UCA Lenten Appeal.  Baked 
Goods ($603), Preserves ($247.50), Plants ($55.80) and Op 
Shop ($171) raised a total of $1,077.30 for this important appeal 
which will support:  Prevention of blindness, Community of 
Reconciliation, Youth Engagement and Regional Youth Tasmania.

On 3rd June the stall will take the form of a pie drive offering 
a variety of pastries including sausage rolls, mini quiches, Italian 
delicacies, apple pies.  You will be invited to place your order in 
advance.  Everyone is welcome to come along to the pie bake 
up on 2nd June in the Hall Kitchen.  This stall will support the 
Share Winter Appeal (or whatever its new equivalent is). 
More details next month.

BUC Arts
With the excitement of the very successful Studio Walk in 
February (including $700 in sales) still permeating the energy of 
our group the committee will now settle to the important task of 
writing a Mission Statement and establishing goals for 2018.

The Olive Arts (Wednesday group) has greatly enjoyed using 
the Youth Hall with the benefit of natural light and access to 
outdoor spaces to both work and relax in.  We are very excited 
about the extra flexibility that the new storage facility will 
provide for use of the space into the future. 

Our relationship with Arts Access Artstop has been reviewed 
and the outcomes of this review will be discussed at our next 
meeting.  More details next month.

The Olive Pesto group has two big events coming up.  We are 
looking forward to the presentation from KOGO on Saturday 
7th April when we will learn about the work that KOGO does 
and how our 18 rugs will be used in this week.

Everyone is welcome to come along to the World Wide Knit 
in Public Day on Saturday 9th June when we will begin the 
process all over again.  Experienced, fledgling and first time 
knitters are all welcome.  We also need people to support the 
offer of hospitality.

The Olive Pesto 2018 Calendar is available here.  Contact Linda 
Wannan, 0405 470 568, for further information.

In addition to the stories already shared in this section the JAM 
committee supports and oversees the following programs and 
activities.

The full Olive Way Steering Group including Peter Murphy (our 
cook), volunteers and guests met for the first time in March.  It 
was an excellent meeting with lots of interest shown in food 
management, redesigning the kitchen, setting up a craft group 
and encouraging members of the congregation to visit during the 
week.  Richard Arnold has written an OWSG Members Manual 
which we plan to review in the next few months.  

The BBQ housed outside the Asylum Seeker Welcome 
Centre was stolen.  We have approved use of funds raised in 
previous years to purchase a new BBQ.

With approval given from the Church Council for redevelopment 
of the Olive Way Kitchen Kirsty Bennett and Richard Arnold 
will now plan for the implementation of this project.

Approval has also been given for the Community Scape 
Storage Facility to proceed.  This project is being overseen by 
Saide & Ray Cameron (JAM and Property).  Approval is currently 
being sought from Presbytery and Synod.   We will be working 
with Tony Irwin from Profile Interiors.

Our relationship with residents of Stewart Lodge has been 
evolving in recent years with the Olive Way providing a level of 
contact that is likely to replace visiting the Lodge.  We also note 
with sadness that John Venning has moved to a Nursing Home 
in Berwick, closer to his sister Dulcie.  Please join us on 22nd 
April to bless and farewell John and celebrate his 71st birthday.

The BUC Expo scheduled for May has been postponed for now.

We have written our goals for 2018.  These will be submitted 
for review at the April meeting of the Church Council. 

Saide Cameron
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News
Student House
Semester 1 is gliding along like semesters 
typically do in the life of students: stressful 
assignments, daunting placements, new and old 
friends, work and church. Luckily there is some 
reprieve in the post-Easter week off classes 
where many of the student house community are 
visiting family and friends and attempting to catch 
up on uni work.

Beyond the many commitments, the student 
house community have been well and truly 
welcoming their four new members and gathering 

most nights to share a meal with their dinner 
roster. We’ve had a couple of lovely dinners 
with the committee and Peter and Richard from 
Olive Way, and many of the students have been 
exploring new parts of the Brunswick Uniting 
Community to get involved in. 

With me leaving the role in early May, there 
are some times of reflection to come so that 
the facilitation of the community runs smoothly 
through a time of transition, however these 
operational conversations are punctuated in 
shared meals and hopefully an awesome Church 
Camp time!

YUCY and OG
The second half of term 
1 YUCYs were, as usual, 
as merry time! For the 
final hang of the term, 
we had many a board 
game brought to you by 
Michael Cameron, along 
with all of the awesome 
fun facilitated by the 
leaders Brianna, Peter 
and Elizabeth! Term 1 has 
marked the welcoming of 
some new faces at YUCY 
including some from 
Fairfield Uniting – it’s 
been so fun getting to 
know new friends!

 Our first YUCY back in 
term 2 will be on the 
Friday night of week 1 

on April 20th when we’ll be joined with even more new mates 
from Coburg Uniting for a Youth BBQ! With these exciting new 
beginnings, my role (of course) will be coming to an end – my 
final youth group will be May 4th. IF you would like to help 
facilitate a YUCY hang at some point in term 2 with a fun 
activity aimed at younger high schoolers, please let me know!! 
Subsequent YUCY nights are of a fortnightly Friday from 7.30 to 
9.30pm on: May 18th, June 1st and June 15th.

Finally, the OG crew of peeps in 
their late teens have been doing rad 
things!! Chantelle is killing it in year 
12, Jacqui and Hannah are doing the 
BIG LIFE uni student thing, Josh is a 
famous musician and Gen is setting 
up a new life in Geelong! We had 
an awesome time hanging out and 
perusing music, food and sunnies 
(see pics) at the Sydney Rd. Street 
Party - also Josh’s band The Otters 
performed and it was amazing.

With many new life things happening, 
it can be hard to always catch-up, 
but we’re trying out study (and just 
hanging out) sessions throughout 
the rest of semester on a fortnightly 
Sunday afternoon. They’ll be 2-4pm 
at the youth hall on April 8th, April 
22nd, May 6th, May 20th. These 
hangs are open to any of the young 
people connected to BUC who are 
studying or want to hang out – and 
there are always snacks!

Anika Jensen, Youth & Student House Worker

Student House Faith Spot 
Hi everyone! My name is Elizabeth Stoel.  I have just started my third year at the University of 
Melbourne studying a Bachelor of Science, with my major in Computer Science. I was born in the 
United States and spent my childhood in The Netherlands before moving to Australia with my family 
when I was eleven. I have lived in Bendigo and Geelong, and spent two years at Queen’s College. I love 
Melbourne, and am very excited to be living in Brunswick in the student house. I am looking forward to 
being apart of such an exciting and inspiring community, and am grateful for the warm welcome and 
support I have already received. I look forward to getting to know all of you throughout the year!
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> D&E News
Meeting Jesus

Two groups met 
on the first four 
Thursdays in 
March (10am and 
7:30pm) to reflect 
on themes from 
the Lenten series 
‘Meeting Jesus in 
the Gospel of John’, 

which was produced by brothers in the Society of Saint John the 
Evangelist.

The journal for the series was made available to everyone in the 
congregation for personal reflection.  The invitation to participate 
in the Thursday sessions was, fortunately, not dependent on 
having followed the journal.

Ian led the sessions opening with a reading and prayer.  Each 
week he handed round one of his beautiful crosses for us to use 
as a focus for reflection.

Ian chose four of the series’ weekly themes for the sessions:  
God is love, The Word became Flesh, Close to the Father’s Heart 
and Abide in Me.

We engaged with these 
themes with different 
activities each week including 
writing our personal and faith 
time lines, creating a vine and 
branches using pipe cleaners 
and writing words describing 
what makes us human.  We 
shared conversation, thoughts 
and reflections as they arose.  

It was a deep privilege to be able 
to participate in the sessions 
without having opened the journal 
or listened to even one video.  The 
stories we told were often very 
personal and sometimes amusing.  
Each was held in the sacredness 
and intimacy of the shared space.

The Thursday evening group 
members were sad to have the 
series finish and spoke of wanting 
more of this sort of opportunity to gather and reflect on life, 
faith, relationship, Jesus and God.         Saide Cameron

Mary Magdalene
The next event on the Discipleship & Education Calendar is a group booking to see the movie 
Mary Magdalene on Friday 13th April at Cinema Nova, at approximately 7pm (the actual time 
will be confirmed on 10th April).  Please contact Jenne Perlstein, 0414 650 727, or Meg Orton, 
0427 052 790, to book a ticket, $11. 

> Pastoral Care News
Hospitality Ministry     
The Hospitality team always finds it to be a rewarding 
experience to see new faces at BUC, to be involved in 
welcoming these people to our Church and getting to know a 
little about them and what brings them to BUC. Whilst reasons 
for new people coming to BUC are many and varied, certainly 
our website is an important conduit, as is the Children, Youth 
and Young Adult programs and friends bringing friends.  

If you are new or newish and have yet to obtain a name tag or to 
get onto the BUC email list, please ask for the Newcomers Card 
to complete from the welcomers at the front door on a Sunday 
morning or contact Jane Allardice or Ian Ferguson. 

Equally if you wish to become more engaged with the activities 
and life at BUC, the Hospitality team would love to assist you 
– Ian Ferguson, Jane Allardice, Ray Cameron, Sheila Calwell, 
Graham Lawrence, Alyce Verheijden and Michael Rigby.   
            Jane Allardice

Compassion Ministry   
The Compassion Ministry Team continues to work behind the 
scenes responding to needs of several within the congregation. 

The ministry of personal prayer also continued where members 
of the congregation, friends or family are prayed for on a daily 
basis by others in the congregation until a request is made to 
be withdrawn. It is a personal and confidential act and we do 
not need to know why you have requested prayer if that is your 
wish. We believe that God knows the innermost workings of our 
hearts. If you wish to be included and prayed for or wish to join 
in praying, please just telephone or email (see compassion team 
names below). Each Friday the Prayer group will be emailed the 
names of those participating. If you know of someone who may 
need prayer please feel free to ask them if this would be helpful 
and forward their name to us. 

If you would like support, for example, talking with someone, 
a lift to appointments, food at times of illness, please contact 
Glenice Cook, Leanne Salau, Claire Foley or Gwen Arnold.   
              Glenice Cook

https://www.marymagdalene.com.au/
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MS Melbourne Cycle
Within the Brunswick 
Uniting Church community of 
communities a community has 
formed to participate in the 
MS Cycle 2018, Hunter Clan.

Colin writes … This is the 
tenth anniversary of my first 
MS Cycle and it is such a 
delight and privilege to be accompanied by nine other BUC 
cyclists this year (a record). The ride is always fun, but is also 
a chance to share with friends on a journey that expresses our 
solidarity with one another, and especially with those whose lives 
have been touched by the affliction of Multiple Sclerosis. The 
BUC community has supported the riders generously and Team 
HunterClan has currently received over $1200 in donations - 
thank you. 

The funds raised provide support for people with MS and their 
carers, and finance research that has, in recent years, radically 
improved the treatment of this mysterious and complex disease. 
Thank you for your encouragement and your generosity,

As this diverse group of cyclists (in terms of capacity and 
experience) participate in the (50km) event on Sun 15th April, 
you are invited to pray for them and for those that suffer the 
effects of multiple sclerosis.  To make a donation visit the team’s 
fund raising page.

BBQ Lunch & Working Bee
The Community Team will host a 
BBQ and the Property Committee 
will hold our first Working Bee for 
the year after worship on Sunday 
22nd April.  

Working Bee Tasks include:  
rubbish removal, gardening, clean out the shed, general 
cleaning, emptying compost bins, maintenance.  Bring whatever 
tools you think will be useful.  Contact Ray Cameron,  
0407 883 654, to register your interest in being part of the fun.

BBQ Lunch:  Offers of assistance for setting up, cooking and 
cleaning up will be gratefully received.   
Contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743 to offer.

Bearing Fruit - Church Camp
Save the dates - 27th-29th April.  The Church Camp is an 
absolutely wonderful opportunity to get to know people in a 
relaxed bush setting.  We’ve booked our favourite home away 
from home at the Adekate campsite. There will be a structured 
program with lots of free time along the way.  You can stay for 
one night, two nights or just came for the day on Saturday.

A few things to note/remember/respond to:  
• Early Bird registration with a saving of 20% closes on 8th 

April.
• Make sure you prepare 

an item for dinner 
show and/or concert.  

• Bring along your 
musical instruments 
and board games 

• Do you enjoy getting up early in the morning?  Courtney 
would greatly appreciate assistance with preparing and 
setting up breakfast. 

Anthony Hinds, 0478 692 607, is our camp co-ordinator with 
Shawn Whelan, Rachel & Caitlin Mullen-Beagley, Courtney 
Rohde and Amelia Ware on the committee.   

MMM Dinners
Twice a year we invite/encourage/cajole everyone in the 
congregation to be a guest or a host over a designated 
weekend.  Our first weekend of dinners will held over the 
weekend of 25th-27th May.  More details next month.   
Save at least one of the dates and be ready to enjoy a pleasant 
evening sharing hospitality, good food and great conversation.

Pie Bake up
What is almost as good as eating food?  Preparing it of course!!  
On Saturday 2nd June we’ll be making sausage rolls, apple 
pies, mini quiches and possibly other traditional favourites.

We will also be welcoming Vins, Kylie Doust’s husband, to teach 
us how to make Italian style pastries.

Everything we make will be available for sale for our alternative 
and healthy home made pie drive - FUNdraising for the UCA 
Winter Appeal.

Community Ministry
The Community Team (Ian Ferguson, Saide Cameron, Karlien 
Kok, Tess Alston and Kristin Dahl) have oversight of the many 
ways we connect and interact as a community.  Lots of events 
and activities happen without any input from us.  And then there 
are others that we actively support and co-ordinate.  Here’s a 
Pop-up lunch story and a run down of what’s coming up. 

Pop-up Lunches
One lunch was offered after the Welcoming Ceremony on 18th 
March.  Although a picnic was planned we settled on the 
safer option (given the weather conditions) of enjoying lunch 
in the Youth Hall.  The number of lunches held (one only) and 

people participating was lower than hoped however we had a 
lovely relaxing time enjoying home made focaccia, cheesecake, 
watermelon and other delicious treats.

Saide Cameron

Photos in this section are from similar events in 2017!

https://www.msmelbournecycle.org.au/team/5679
mailto:https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/bbq-lunch-working-bee/%0D?subject=
mailto:https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/bbq-lunch-working-bee/%0D?subject=
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/church-camp/
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> Regular Events
BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.  

Join us on the MS Melbourne Cycle on Sunday 15th April.

For more details contact Colin Hunter, 0407 522 587.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email   sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the second & fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Everyone is welcome and you can come every fortnight 
or just as you are available. If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574)  
or Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
Our next gathering will be Tuesday 1st May from 7:00pm 
unless advised otherwise  For details, contact Daniel Broadstock, 
0479 039 640.

Meditation
There are a number of opportunities to be involved in Christian 
Meditation in Brunswick.

There are weekly meetings at 29 MacFarland Street Brunswick 
each Wednesday at 8am and 5.30pm (meetings go for 30 
minutes).  April dates:  4th, 11th, 18th, 25th

Sunday meditation times, meeting at the church at 8.15am are 
offered usually monthly. The next one is on 29th April.

New meditators are welcome and teaching is provided.

For more information contact Richard on 0407 796 429

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, & Art 
programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland

7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 23rd April 2018 

Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

Join us if you can to discuss, The bush by Don Watson.

Most Australians live in cities and cling to 
the coastal fringe, yet our sense of what an 
Australian is – or should be – is drawn from 
the vast and varied inland called the bush. 
But what do we mean by ‘the bush’, and 
how has it shaped us?

Starting with his forebears’ battle to drive 
back nature and eke a living from the 
land, Don Watson explores the bush as 
it was and as it now is: the triumphs and the ruination, the 
commonplace and the bizarre, the stories we like to tell about 
ourselves and the national character, and those we don’t. 

Everyone welcome. Faye or Christine would be happy to talk to 
you about book club if you would like more information. 

Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group
Out and About is a monthly social group for older, active women 
and men.  We visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or 
coffee.  New members always welcome. See notice in the 
Olive Press or contact Helen Rowe for further information about 
this month’s activity. Ph. 0423 009 813 or email helen.rowe@
rocketmail.com

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Distribution Day - Saturday 21st April, 10 am-12 noon.  

New members welcome!  We buy in bulk and you bring your  
re-usable containers to fill with the quantity you want. 
Reasonable prices for products.   We meet in the Olive Way 
space.  Further information from Helen Rowe 0423 009 813  
         or Meredith Budge 0403 717 714


