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October 2016 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

The understanding of Mission in the church has changed. There 
was a time when the church did mission, sent people out on 
mission, established missions. Mission was part of the colonial 
project of empires. With the decline of “Christendom”, together 
with a loosening of the alignment of church and state, has come 
a rethinking of the nature of mission in the church. A new way 
of understanding (which like most new ideas draws on some 
very old ideas), with implications for the way Christians see their 
place and purpose in the world, has emerged in recent decades. 
Usually talked about under the banner of the “Missional Church” 
or the “Mission Shaped Church”, this type of understanding is 
influencing the work Steph (our Mission Planning Facilitator) is 
doing with us at the moment.

Here now are four theological principles that shape a 
contemporary understanding of mission (based on The Missional 
Church in Perspective by Craig Van Gelder and Dwight J. 
Zscheile).

1. Whose Mission?

Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you”  
(John 20:21). 

The God we worship is a missionary God, a calling and sending 
God. God calls and sends Abraham and Sarah, Moses and 
the people of Israel, the prophets, and of course, Jesus Holy 
Wisdom in the Spirit. All are sent for the world transforming 
purposes of love. Jesus calls and sends his followers (the 
church) to continue this mission. So the agent of mission is not 
the church, but God. It is God’s mission that has a church rather 
than the church that has a mission. 

2. What Mission?

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near…” 
(Mark 1:15)

God’s mission is bigger than the church. It is nothing less than 
the saving transformation of the whole creation in love. The 

Gospels name this transformation the Reign (Kingdom) of God, 
the new creation of grace, justice, peace and love. This reign 
has broken in and come near in Jesus, but has not yet reached 
completion. As Jesus is sent to represent, proclaim and embody 
the Reign of God in its incompleteness, so the church is called to 
do the same. 

3. How?

And the Word became flesh and lived among us (John 1:14)

Our call as church is to “be missional” rather than to “do 
mission”, to have a ministry that is “incarnational” rather than 
“attractional”. The role of the church is not to attract people to 
be part of it (although this may happen), but to engage with the 
world as God does, through incarnation (divinity and humanity 
coming together). This means simultaneously participating in 
the life of the world and in the life of God in the world. It means 
engaging deeply with the local, post-modern, post-Christendom, 
globalised context in which the church finds itself, while being 
engaged with God’s healing, restoring work of love. It means 
embodying the practices of the reign of God – humility, justice, 
peace, liberation, compassion, forgiveness etc. 

4. Surely Not Me?! 

Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for 
I am only a child.” (Jeremiah 1:6)

This understanding makes every member a minister and all the 
different ministries of the church a part of God’s mission. Our 
spiritual growth in relationship with God and each other, the 
development of our faith and discipleship, our worship in which 
we are gathered to be nourished and renewed before being 
sent out in service, our pastoral care for one another – all these 
and more strengthen and equip us to participate more fully 
God’s mission in the world, to live as disciples of Christ, to be a 
mission shaped church. 

Ian Ferguson

A mission shaped church
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> Index

> Worship Calendar

Season of Creation
The Season of Creation continues through October.   
See pages 7&8 for all the details.

Blessing the Animals
Bring your pet or a photo of your pet along to worship on 
Sunday 9th October to receive a blessing for them.  This 
service will be planned by a special worship team including 
younger members of the congregation.

Blessing of Ministry
Our ministry team will plan and lead worship on Sunday 16th 
October.  During worship Fiona and Anika’s work as the Olive 
Way Co-ordinator and Student House & YUCY Co-ordinator 
respectively will be acknowledged and blessed.  

We will also engage with and contribute to the Mission 
Planning timeline as this project draws to a close with one more 
workshop after worship, the presentation of an initial report to a 
special meeting of Council on 25th October and presentation of 
the final report at the Congregational meeting after worship on 
20th November.  

Blessing of the Bikes
After worship on Sunday 23rd October we will bless our bikes 
and other forms of non-motorised transport.  Gather on and 
around the steps.  It’s loads of fun.  Photos will be taken.

Blessing & farewell
And after a month full of blessings in October we will 
acknowledge and farewell Sarah Tomilson as she concludes her 
time with us as a student minister on Sunday 6th November.  
The focus of Sarah’s placement with us has been in ministry 
with the children.  

Pageant News 
The Pageant is shaping up to be another fun event on our 
calendar.  Lots of phone calls to families have been made.  
Caitlin Mullen has consulted with the YUCY groups to bring 
our script to life.  Saide Cameron is holding a production team 
meeting after worship on 23rd October, 11am-11:45pm.  
This meeting is for everyone not involved in actual acting, ie 
costume, set & prop design, sound and visual presentation, back 
stage, promotion & publicity.  If you have skills in any of these 
areas please contact Saide, 0407 096 743 and/or come along to 
the meeting to get involved.  

Christmas Bowl Appeal
Liturgies for the worship resources for the Act for Peace 
Christmas Bowl appeal have been written by Saide Cameron 
and Steph Gesling.  These liturgies will shape and contribute to 
worship beginning on Christ the King Sunday and concluding on 
Epiphany.  It was quite a privilege to be invited to contribute to 
this resource and we are looking forward to seeing how they 
take shape in our own congregation.  

Reign of Christ
The liturgical year draws to a close on Sunday 20th November 
as we reflect on the Reign of Christ.  We will also launch the 
Christmas Bowl Appeal.

Advent
The season of Advent begins on Sunday 27th November.  
This year our worship will be shaped 
in part by the liturgies written by 
Saide.  We are also excited about 
collaborating with the SMP program 
in relation to the sculpture project 
developed by Simone Alesich.
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> Sharing our Faith
During worship on 11th September we created a space in which 
to publicly welcome people who have recently or not so recently 
began worshipping at BUC.  We welcomed Tess Alston, Joel & 
Rafael Hallinan, Athena Loutas, Josephine Ntiri, James Balsillie, 
Theo, Jacquie, Thomas & Elizabeth Byard, Jenne Perlstein, Dani 
& Frank Chamberlin, Ruth, Ruby & Lillian Sandy.  Ian invited 
everyone to introduce themselves and share where they have 
come from and why they have decided to make their spiritual 
home with us.

Tess introduced their family 
saying that ‘they did name 
their son after a tennis star’.  
Joel is from Red Cliffs in 
Sunraysia.   Tess grew up in 
Florence, Italy and Boston, 
USA.  Joel commented 
‘We’ve found a very kind 
congregation and thoughtful 

services which we’ve enjoyed very much.  Thank you for that and 
we’re happy to be part of it.  Thank you 
for welcoming us.’

Athena told us that she comes to 
church and ArtStop and does a lot of 
things here as well.  She said ‘I come 
here and listen to the church and thank 
you for welcoming me.’

Josephine has been coming to the church for more than a year 
and took the opportunity to formally 
introduce herself.  Josephine is from 
Ghana and is a baptized & confimred 
Presbyterian.  She is here as a PhD 
student at RMIT.  She said ‘I was one 
day passing by and I saw the signboard 
of the Brunswick Uniting Church and I 
was a member at the Reformed United 
Church in England where I schooled 

precisely in Nottingham so I knew that it is Presbyterian and 
Methodist based so when I saw it I decided to join and so I’m 
here to join you until I go back home and I thank you very much 
for your love especially the Reverend Minister for his prayer 
support for me. 

James introduced himself as one 
half of James & Courtney.  Courtney 
was unable to participate as she 
was in QLD seeing her parents off 
to the US.  James & Courtney are 
both from Gladstone.  James said 
‘We went to a Uniting Church up 
there and we really really loved it 
so it was great to find a place down 
here that felt like home so we’ve met a lot of you already and 
looking forward to meeting a lot more of you.’

Theo introduced himself and Thomas .  He commented on 
going on walks for justice in the city where he met people from 
this congregation .  He said ‘when we came we recognized more 

faces and old friends 
and so it’s nice to be 
here.’  

Jacquie introduced 
herself & Elizabeth.  
She said ‘The first time 
we came here I came 
just with Thomas and 
he raced down the front 

and was happy to be here and so that was a pretty powerful 
thing.  And the second time we came he went out to the kids 
program and I didn’t need to be there.  It was amazing and so we 
feel that this is a good place to be.’

Jenne commented that a lot of us already 
know her as she has been on the edges 
of the church for many years.  She said 
‘I finally decided that really this was my 
home so thank you and I’m very pleased to 
be part of the community.’

Dani told us that she & her husband have been coming for about 
a year and have always enjoyed their time here.  She said ‘I’d 
like to say that I’ve always been a Christian all my life.  I come 
from a Catholic background.  I’ve been baptized as a Catholic but 

I’m pretty open about church 
and things like that so thank 
you for welcoming us and 
thank you Ian.’

Frank shared that he is also 
from a Christian background 
and said ‘I’ve felt very 
welcome in this community 

so thank you very much for that.  We live in Lygon St. Carlton and 
we love coming here.

Ruth introduced herself and her two children Lillian and Ruby 
who are ‘so comfortable here that 
they’ve just found their own spot’.  
She said that she has been a Baptist 
most of her life and for 24 years up 
at Brunswick Baptist so she knows 
a whole lot of us but has also been 
a Methodist and Pentecostal in 
various phases of her life.  She said 
‘So coming here is very easy and 
wonderful and the welcome that we have had here already has 
been extraordinary.  I can’t get over so thank you very much.
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Having received these stories Ian invited us to respond to 
the questions that shape this welcome:

To those who are being welcomed:  “Do you name the 
Brunswick Uniting Church congregation as your community 
of faith and do you  commit yourself to actively participating 
within this community?”    I do.

To the congregation:  “Do you joyfully receive these people 
as fellow travellers along the way of discipleship, and do you 
commit yourself as a community of Jesus Christ to maintain 
the life of faith?”                We do.

We concluded by blessing one another singing ‘May God’s Sheltering Wings.

> BUC Mission Planning News

The mission planning process is well underway. Mission Planning 
Coordinator, Steph Gesling, is enjoying participating in groups 
and committees, talking with people, joining the dots and seeing 
how BUC works from a variety of perspectives.

The process has been intentionally designed to have an iterative 
nature. This allows us to develop our understanding of Mission 
in relation to our context and to hear from as many people as 
possible. 

It has also been designed to attempt to strike a balance 
between whole group, small group and individual activities, as 
well as a balance between creativity and focus.

Reflection by Groups, Committees and 
Individuals…
Groups, committees and individual members of BUC have been 
considering a series of questions to identify strengths, our 
current impact beyond the church and our understandings of 
the relationship of these things to the concept of joining in with 
God’s mission. 

The answers to these questions and the conversations 
themselves will lay a foundation for creating changes and 
sharing ideas that flow from a sense of grace and that build 
on the great relationships that exist, both within and beyond 
the church. They will also help us to see where it might 
make sense to strengthen our efforts and where to focus 
on new relationships, partnerships or other opportunities for 
collaboration.

Congregational Workshop #2…
22 people participated in the second mission planning workshop, 
which was held on 4th September.  

After the acknowledgement of country 
and a prayer we had a group discussion 
about the previous workshop, people 
shared what they’d been thinking 
about, what had stuck with them and 
Shawn gave some further explanation 
of the phrase ‘First and Second 
peoples’ from the Synod Vision and 

Mission principles. 

For the most part, the workshop consisted 
of a series of partnered story sharing 
activities, with a focus on active listening. 
We began with play and moved on to 
questions about Brunswick Uniting, how 
to describe it, sharing stories of ideas 
we’ve had that we’d like to see happen 
or how we’d each like to be in relation to 
the community in the next 12 months, 
and sharing moments of feeling strongly 
connected to Brunswick Uniting.

In the reflections on this series of activities there was 
acknowledgment of the fact that in this format, although for 
some it was uncomfortable at first, there was a deeper level of 
sharing and more people included in the conversation than in a 
more traditional style forum.

https://www.victas.uca.org.au/aboutus/Pages/Vision-Mission.aspx
https://www.victas.uca.org.au/aboutus/Pages/Vision-Mission.aspx
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The final part of the workshop was rotating small group 
conversations, brainstorming the ways in which BUC is 
currently engaged in each of the seven Synod approved Mission 
Principles. These are on display in the back of the church, 
outside the tower room. 

How you can get involved… (now’s the 
time!)
• Keep an eye out for the Mission Question of the Week 

in each issue of the Olive Press and email through your 
responses. Contact Steph for a list of the previous questions 
or see the most recent three editions of the Olive Press if 
you’d like to catch up.

• Read and reflect on the submissions and reports from 
groups, individuals and from the Congregational Mission 
workshops. Everyone who’d like to is encouraged to do this. 
For access to the folder where all the reports and images 
are being collated contact Shawn or Steph (segesling@
gmail.com) to request the link.

• Participate in the creation of the BUC timeline and story 
wall by walking behind the music pit in the worship space 
and reading the historical milestones, personal stories and 
instructions about how to add your stories. 

• A more structured opportunity for participation in this wall 
installation will take place in worship on October 16th.

• Attend the third and final Mission Workshop after worship 
on October 16, 11:30am- 12:55pm.

Steph Gesling

Keeping Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe
If any member of the congregation – young or older has concerns about the safety of our children, in particular relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the safety of vulnerable adults, you may speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the 
Culture of Safety Concerns Person appointed by Church Council. Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any 
concerns raised. Please contact Helen in person or by telephone on mobile number 0423 009 813.

> Culture of Safety

mailto:segesling%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:segesling%40gmail.com?subject=
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> A Season of Creation

Creating a Spring time feast of Bible 
and theology part 1 
8th September, 7:30pm

We were privileged to host Rev Sally 
Douglas . (Sally is Minister of the 
Word at Richmond UC.) Sally should 
be on Q&A or the internet because 
in addition to really knowing her 
stuff she is a great communicator. 
She took us on an encounter with 
Woman Wisdom. Known to some as Lady Wisdom, she appears 
in Proverbs as a beloved and familiar figure. In fact in Chapter 8 
we read that she is the first born of all creation - she delights in 
Creation and God delights in her! I was familiar with the figure of 
Sophia (Wisdom in Greek) but Sally really took us on a deep dive 
encounter with this cosmic figure who is radiant, unfailing and 
‘passes into holy souls and makes them friends with God.

We had a goodly group but there were some disappointed 
people who could not make it on the night - email Saide, saide.
cameron@bigpond.com for the Dropbox link if you want to hear 
the full talk. 
                 Janet Watson Kruse

Creating a Spring time feast of Bible 
and theology part 2 
15th September, 7:30pm

We hosted our resident theologian, 
Geoff Thompson, to share with us 
a very condensed glimpse into his 
course, ‘Doctrine, Truth and Pluralism.’ 
(Geoff is a member of our congregation 
and Professor of Systematic Theology 
at Pilgrim College.)  He challenged us 
to reflect upon the changing place 
of the Christian story and its church 
within a rapidly diversifying society. 
We viewed a clip from QandA (with 
which many of us have a complicated 
relationship) which displayed some of the tones and attitudes 
with which Christianity is interpreted in the public space, ranging 
from hostile interrogation, benign tolerance, condescension, 
political appropriation, cultural defensiveness, philosophical 
reinterpretation, spiritual openness, and orthodox commitment. 

We reflected upon the immense influence that the Christian 
story has exercised upon the formation of Western (and global) 
identity, and explored some approaches for interpreting and 
celebrating this influence from non-Christian perspectives, such 
as that of John Carroll.

We were challenged to reflect upon the new reality of the 
Church on the margins, and consider how we might continue to 
speak into a culture which often seems to want nothing from us.

Geoff has explored these themes further in his recently released 
book, ‘Disturbing Much, Disturbing Many: Theology provoked by 
the Basis of Union’. Go get it.  Maybe we should send a copy to 
Q&A. 
     Daniel Broadstock

Throughout September & October we have had and will continue to have opportunities to 
participate in the Season of Creation in worship, in theological conversations  

& a Bible Study hosted by the Discipleship & Education Committee  
and at workshops hosted by the Justice & Mission Committee.

Read on for stories of what has happened so far & the events still to come.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/TC.Sally%20Douglas.pdf
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/TC.Sally%20Douglas.pdf
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/TC.Geoff%20Thompson.pdf
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Creating welcome
11th September 

During worship Ian and the children created a space for 
welcoming for people who have chosen to name BUC as their 
spiritual home.  Together we chanted:

Newcomers: We’re new, we’re happy to see you. 

Longer time comers: We’ve been here before, and we’re happy 
for more.

All: Through Spirit and Son, God makes us one.

Creating justice, creating peace 
18th September

On this first Sunday of the World Week for Peace we explored 
how we can be creators of justice and peace.  Tim Budge 
spoke of the struggle for hope, peace and justice in Gaza and 
reminded us that Jesus is our peace.  Together we participated 
in stations during which we wrote beatitudes for peace, made 
commitments to break down the walls that divide us in our 
humanity and prayed for peace remembering that we are the 
body of Christ in whom there are no dividing walls.

See our BUC Facebook 
page or the Worship 
Committee report,  
p 21 for more details 
and photos.  

Saide Cameron

Creating a space for God’s Mission 
29th September, 
7:30pm

On Thursday night in 
the Olive Way, Ian 
and Steph led a study 
exploring some key 
themes related to 
theologies of mission. 
As individuals we 
considered and shared our responses to the question, “Why did 
God send Jesus?”. We explored this question personally and in 
reference to the passage in John’s gospel (John 20: 21) where 
Jesus says, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.”

Ian led us through an investigation on four major themes related 
to current thinking about mission. Read more about these in Ian’s 
Meditation, page 1.

We explored these themes in relation to the call of Jeremiah 
and our own ideas about God’s mission in the world. It was 
wonderful to ponder, be challenged and to pray together. If 
the church’s call is to be an instrument through which the 
transforming and life renewing love of God is encountered anew, 
how do we understand this renewal and our role within it?

Still to come in October ...

Creating connections with the more 
than human world 
9th October

As part of our bi-annual Blessing of the Animals we will 
celebrate and consider our relationship with all God’s creatures.

Creating cooler homes for Summer
19th October, 7:30pm

Come and learn about easy and efficient ways to keep your 
home cool in summer at this community workshop facilitated 
by Lucy Best.  Lucy is the Communications & Community 
Engagement Manager for the Positive Charge Team, a not-for-
profit energy saving and sustainability advice service, run by 
Moreland Energy Foundation Ltd and supported by local councils
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Creating care for the environment 
23rd October

After our annual Walk or Ride to Worship Sunday we will joyfully 
gather on the steps to participate in Blessing of the Bikes (and 
other forms of wheeled, non-motorized transport!)

Creating harmony with all creation 
30th October

To conclude the series we will welcome Graeme Garrett as our 
preacher as we bring all our reflections on creation together.

Creating a community garden
date to be advised, 7:30pm

Join in the fun of exploring ways of engaging and working with 
the wider community to help create community gardens on our 
church property.  We’ll be exploring options for the gardens on 
Sydney Rd. and those shared with the ASWC.  

Come and share your ideas and work out how we make our 
gardens a celebration of our relationship with God the Creator.

Details about the facilitator and format to be advised.

> Special Events

What the church is for? 
with Rev Dr John Flett

Saturday 8th October, 5-7pm

Brunswick Uniting Church Youth Hall

This month Transform will be held at BUC with guest speaker, 
Rev Dr John Flett. Transform is usually a gathering place for 
young adults to meet and explore faith together. This month 
Transform is open to everyone who’s interested to come and 
be part of the discussion. The evening will include a pizza meal 
following the conversation, for those who can stay. 

Find out more about John Flett: http://pilgrim.edu.au/about-
pilgrim/faculty/research-profile-john-flett/

RSVP or share this event via Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/events/183663758710356/

Working Bee & Lunch
The Property Committee and Community Team of the Pastoral 
Care Committee have joined forces to bring you an excellent 
way of being community on Sunday 9th October.

Stay on after worship to help do some work around the church 
grounds including:  
• stone & rubbish removal, 
• weeding & gardening, 
• rehang shade cloth, 
• repair of table tennis tables, 
• cleaning windows, signs, pumps & tanks.  
Contact Andrew Moorhouse, 0401 696 112 or James Clough, 
0424 054 610, to find out more and even more importantly to let 
them know that you will be there.

And if this kind of work is not quite your thing put your hand up 
to help out with lunch:
• set up ready for the BBQ
• bring a salad
• cook &/or serve
• clean up afterwards
Contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743 to make your offer.

IN2ART
BUC and Arts Access Victoria are joining forces to bring you an 
amazing and inspiring art exhibition to open Mental Health Week 
2016 on 9th of October!  

The exhibition is entitled IN2ART and it is all about engagement, 
inclusion and empowerment. Our artists working weekly at the 
Olive Way will showcase their diversely creative body of work in 
the Youth Hall. The doors will open at 3pm on 9/10. Please join 
us for the official launch with words, poetry and nibbles at 5pm. 

It is a free event and we are working towards the exhibition 
being inclusive and embracing of our wider community as well. 
See the flier here and please invite your friends and family!

The art work will continue to be displayed in the Olive Way and 
in our Tower Room Window display in the following weeks. 
       Ann Soo and Leanne Salau

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/In2Art-Invite.pdf
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Ride to Worship Sunday
Each year everyone is invited to find a way 
to come along to worship that doesn’t 
involve using a car on one Sunday in 
October.  This year we’ve chosen 23rd 
October. 

With our regional church it’s not possible 
for everyone to fully participate however 
there’s usually about a third of the 
congregation that can participate either by walking, riding, 
skateboarding or using public transport.  A group photo is a 
highlight of the event and every year the group just gets bigger!

Crafternoon
Ever wanted to make your own Christmas decorations and gifts? 

Have you admired the handmade ideas for Christmas in the 
magazines?

Never found the time because it was too involved?

Well, here is an idea! Glenice and I are gathering together a 
small group who would like to create some handmade gifts for 
the Christmas Bowl craft stall. 

The stall will be held on the first two weeks of December. 
We have made it easy for you (ideas, shopping, sample item) 
and welcome all skill levels or even if you would like to learn 
a skill……..please join us as your interest and effort is all we 
require. We will be holding a crafternoon on Saturday 12th 
November but if this is not your preference, we also invite you 
to craft from home! 

Just let us know if you are interested by sending us an email or 
come and see us any time after church.  
        Ann Soo and Glenice Cook

Christmas Bowl
Every year we support the Act 
for Peace Christmas Bowl Appeal 
through by engaging with the 
projects that are supported, through our prayers and with our 
FUNdraising.

For an opportunity to find out more about the Christmas Bowl 
you are welcome to attend the Frank Byatt Memorial Lecture 
where Rev Dr D’Arcy Wood will speak on - ‘The Christmas Bowl:  
what it was and what it is.’ 

Saturday 13th November, 3:30pm  
at St. John’s UC, Essendon.  

Congregational Meeting
A congregational meeting will be held after worship on 20th 
November.  The agenda for this meeting will include the annual 
Election of Elders and presentation of the Mission Planning 
report.

Election of Elders
Ideally our Church Council is made up of 10 Elders providing 
leadership and oversight of the ministry and mission of our 
congregation through our committee structure.  Later this month 
information about current membership of Council, continuing and 
concluding Elders will be provided in a separate email.

Meanwhile here’s the timeline:

• 23rd October - 6th November – nominations called.  
Nomination forms will be available at worship and also 
included with the email noted above.

• 6th November – nominees announced by group email 
after worship.

• 13th November – agenda published with profiles of 
nominees.

• 20th November – Congregational meeting and election.

To be eligible for the role of Elder you must be a confirmed 
member of the Uniting Church or a confirmed member-in-
association, ie confirmed in another denomination.

Congregational Lunch
After the meeting everyone is invited to stay on after the 
meeting or a Bring a Plate to Share picnic lunch.

On the steps in 2015

> Happy Birthday
Gwen Arnold, Alan Austin, Frances Boreham-Delaney, Anna Calder, Benjamin Clough, Kirsten Connan, Steph Gesling,  
Isabel Jolley, Lucas Kramer, Mick McCarthy, Richard Moore, Cecilia Otarola, Mal Rowe, Christina Rugel, Leanne Salau,  
Holly Slattery, Joel Townsend

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/FB%20lecture%202016%202.pdf
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News

Dreaming Day September 2

At the beginning of September CYYA ported themselves to 
Ceres Environmental Park in Brunswick and lead by Steph 
Gesling we started the process of asking ourselves where we’ve 
been and where we need to go.  We had a day, we probably 
needed two, but hey, that is one of the realities we need to work 
with!

CYYA is a busy and 
productive committee, 
meeting at least monthly, 
with lots going on between 
meetings . Thanks to a 
devoted committee who 
keep the wheels turning 
and ask the questions that 
keep things fresh.  

Acknowledgement and thanks here to Darren White who has 
been on CYYA this year, stepping up to Chair. We are sorry there 
are not enough hours in the day for Darren to stay on but are so 
glad he is wanting to put his pen to paper with some multi-age 
outdoor playspace planning.  

Thanks Darren, we’ve loved getting to know you more and have 
enjoyed the combination of artistry and practical know-how that 
is just a hint of your remarkable skill-set. 

SMP Term 4 Advent Sculpture
Simone Alesich has made a generous 
offer of time and creativity to lead 
SMP children and young people in the 
making of an ADVENT SCULPTURE 
this term. Simone has already made 
her mark with the memorable Lenten 
Sculpture and we look forward to 
exploring non-literal ways of telling 
the Nativity story in natural materials. 
A big thanks to Simone for her 
thoughtful proposal.

Julie Perrin

nourish…
games in the hall

snacks from the kitchen

shoes at the door

enter the holy space

cushions on carpet

candles and quiet

stories in stillness

we’re breaking the bread 

with a circle of friends

will you join us?  

You may have seen these words of invitation on a postcard or 
heard Ian or I announcing Nourish as an opportunity to share 
stories and communion.  While we are hoping some children will 
be able to come with their parents, but we do want others to 
come too! So fear not, you won’t be out of place if you just turn 
up. If games in the hall aren’t your thing just come by 6.20 to 
enter via Olive Way. All finished by 7.15pm

On October 9th we will visit the story-song of Creation from 
Genesis 1 as our biblical story.  You will see it is introduced as a 
hymn/song rather than a scientific treatise.  Fi Bottcher will also 
bring us a glimpse of her time working in the Elephant enclosure 
at the Melbourne Zoo. We won’t be upset if there is only a small 
number there but our goal is to see if there is an appetite for this 
way of gathering, to share bread and stories. Are you hungry? 
Nourish…. 

See page 12 for ‘Practicing the Art of Story’ featuring Fiona

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/BUC%20e-postcard%20240917.pdf


	  

	  

11

> Student House Faith Spot

Student House Update
Well well well, we’re getting to the nitty-gritty time of year in 
the student house; the amazing study vibes are tangible! With 
students on placement, overseas on study tours, or working 
hard at home, everyone’s very much in the thick of it. Except, 
apparently, the science students who get to have all the stress 
at exam time.

Amid all of this, members of the Children, Youth and Young 
Adults Committee including myself, Anita Major-Brown and 
Ann Soo are conducting a small-scale review of our wonderful 
program to check-in with the mission and wellbeing of the 
community. We’ve been asking quite a few questions to the 
students, committee and ex-committee members about 
their experience of their time involed in the Student House 
Community. It’s been a very fruitful process so far and we’d 
like to thank everyone, students and others, for their gracious 
willingness and openness to address the tough stuff of what this 
intentional faith community means for us.

Youth Update
The Original Gangsters (YUCY OG, years 10 to 12) have been 
EXTREMELY busy bees in their packed school and social lives, 
the crew met to have some lunch with Caitlin and Rachel last 
week and had a laugh as we conceptualised jokes for the 
Christmas Pageant!! We’ll be meeting for dinner this Sunday for 
more giggles and meals and great conversations no doubt!! 

The rad teenagers have been on holidays for the past couple of 
weeks but before they headed on their breaks, the YUCY crew 
(years 7 to 9) headed to a truly magical morning at the Islamic 
Museum of Australia in Thornbury. 
It was amazing to learn so much 
about the Muslim heritage in this 
country, as Charlie Moorhouse 
said; “there’s so much I didn’t 
know!” We’ll be back at YUCY next 
Friday the 7th of October so if you 
know any teenagers in years 7 to 
9 who like some epic fun times, 
please get in touch! We’d love to 
have them  
                    Anika Jensen

Brianna Bartley
Hello. 

I’m Bri from SH community. 

I’m studying primary school education at ACU 
and I work in the ‘Out of school hours care’ 
program at Brunswick North West primary.

On forthrightly Friday nights I work with BUC’s 
fantastic Youth  in the Youth group (YUCY) 

where, I can practice skills in relating to and 
supporting young people.  Such skills are also 
important for living with ten student house 
members. Whether working through cleaning 
rosters or differing life views, living with differ-
ent people helps me relate to and be challenged 
by some great people as I figure out the type of 
person I want to be.

Brianna is on the left

> FUNdraising News, part 1
FUNdraising Stalls
After worship over three Sundays in 
September the congregation was invited 
to support the Ecumenical Accompaniment program by making 
purchases of preserves, baked goods, plants and preloved 
garments and other items from the Clothing Bazaar.  

This was a delightful mostly low stressed way to raise money 
resulting in $931.55 being raised.

Thank you to everyone who contributed and joined in the fun.

Act for Peace Christmas Bowl
Our final FUNdraising commitment 
for the year is the Christmas Bowl 
Appeal.  Check out Special Events 
for details of the Crafternoon.  

Next month’s Olive Branch will include information about after 
worship stalls, a catalogue to help you pre-order those special 
Christmas gifts and the date for Carols at the Manse. 
           Saide Cameron

see page 13 for part 2
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> Pastoral Care News

From time to time we are all confronted with situations which 
are stressful and with which we feel overwhelmed.  The PC 
team has gathered together a group of caring members who 
have promised to spend some time each day lighting a candle 
and praying a prayer which includes the names those who have 
requested this.  

This is a personal and confidential act and we do not need to 
know why you have requested prayer if that is your wish.  We 
believe that God knows the innermost workings of our hearts.

If you wish to be included and prayed for please just telephone 
or email Glenice Cook or Ian Ferguson.  Prayers will be offered 
every day and continue until you request to be withdrawn.  Each 
Friday the Prayer group will be emailed the names of those 
participating.

If you know of someone who may need prayer please feel free to 
ask them if this would be helpful and forward their name to us.

If you would like to join this prayer ministry please contact 
Glenice, 0414 319 649.            Glenice Cook

Compassion - Personal Prayer Ministry

Gathering as Community
It’s a busy time in the BUC congregation with lots of ways of gathering and being involved including all the regular activities such 
worship, regular groups and meetings with the added excitement of mission planning, pageant preparation, a working bee, lunches 
and a cafe style morning tea.    

The community team’s role is mostly that of oversight, looking out for gaps and ensuring that all the groups offering ways of being 
community are well supported.  We do take particular responsibility for cafe style morning teas, congregation lunches and dinners.

The Super Spicy September dinners were a great success.  62 people participated in 7 meals over the weekend of 9th-11th 
September.  Thank you to the hosts for providing a welcoming space and to the guests for coming along and contributing to the 
meals.  Here’s a few photos to whet your appetite for next time.  

The next Cafe Style Morning tea will be 
held after worship on 2nd October will 
feature readings from Giovani, Richard & 
possibly Gavin.  Gold coin donations for 
the Olive Way will be gratefully received.  

There will also be an opportunity to 
respond to a couple of discussion starters 
provided by the JAM committee.

PS - Revisiting the Expo didn’t work out.

And finally we have two lunches in term 
4.  The first links in with the Working 
Bee on 9th October and will be a BBQ 
lunch.  We are keen to hear from anyone 
who wants to help with preparing, 
cooking, serving and/or cleaning up.  
Offers of salads are also welcome.  ‘Many 
hands make light work’ as they say in 
the classics.  Also it’s a great way to 
contribute to the working bee if gardening 

& cleaning is simply not your thing!!  
Contact saide.cameron@bigpond.com to 
get involved.

The second lunch links in with the 
Congregational Meeting being held 
after worship on 20th November.  
It will be ‘Bring a Plate to Share’ so 
that everyone can be involved in the 
discussions at the meeting. 
                Saide Cameron

Maggie & Stephen offered musical items 
after a delicious Sunday roast  

at Linda & Jamie’s home.

Three or was it four games of Timeline  
followed a relaxed and enjoyable lunch  

hosted by Saide and Michael

And Michael entertained the boys  
with a noisy game of Exploding Kittens

mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
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> JAM News
We welcomed Jeff Jones to our September meeting.  Jeff is 
the Corporate Partnerships Manager at Lentara.  The focus of his 
work is on investigating, streamlining and creating partnerships 
with corporate organizations in order to build a mutually 
beneficial and secure funding base for the multi-faceted work 
that Lentara engages in.  Some of the outcomes of his work 
include:

• development of a partnership with NAB with a $50,000 
grant for a Fresh Start Social Enterprise to employ 24 
asylum seekers as cleaners

• collaboration with the RMIT School of Media and 
Communication through which six projects have been 
undertaken including a video on the Men’s Shed which 
was at risk of shutting down.  The video was shown on the 
ABC and then shared on the ABC’s Facebook page which 
had resulted in the donation of $152,000 in less than two 
months and recurring monthly donations totalling $5,000.

• the development of a relationship with the Department 
of Justice through which people doing community 
service work on identified projects such as the building 
of a community emergency relief garden on the old 
Broadmeadows Kindergarten site

• setting up of an Evergreen Tribute page for people who 
want to provide a means for friends and family to make 
donations in honour of a loved one (instead of flowers)

• the development of the Fundarising platform through which 
groups or individuals can set up fundraising pages such as 
we did for the ASWC dinner (our page was the first trial of 
this platform)

• impending launch of Uniting Rewards which will enable 
people to move their business (eg insurance and power) to 
companies and corporate organizations that support Lentara

Jeff mentioned the merger of agencies such as Lentara across 
the Synod of VicTas as an opportunity to explore how to work 
together with greater efficiency.  

He commented on Lentara’s 280 strong volunteer pool as a 
possible source of volunteers for the Olive Way program.  He 
also flagged the possibility of support for collaboration with the 
ASWC for the future development of our gardens as community 
projects.

We thanked Jeff for coming to our meeting and agreed that we 
hope to the conversation and build a stronger relationship with 
Lentara.

Our other task was to respond to the Mission Planning 
Questions, which was quite an enlightening exercises especially 
as we had the benefit of Jeff’s bigger picture perspective on the 
questions. 
           Saide Cameron

> Food Co-op
The Annual General Meeting of the Brunswick Uniting Food    
Co-op on Saturday 17 September was well attended. After a 
shared lunch and small tasting of organic wines donated by a 
central-Victorian winery we got down to business. We heard 
the results of a recent survey of members and the challenges in 
running the Co-op.  Several members of the current Committee 
will stand down from their current administrative roles at the 
end of 2016.  In recent years operational tasks have become 
focused around 2-3 people.  In preparation for the 2017 year  
Co-op members will be invited to broaden their involvement in 
tasks between pick-up days.  

The meeting enthusiastically supported this development.   
Thanks were expressed to the Committee – Christine Hornby, 
Annette Buckley, Nicole Lowe, Sheryl Ashley and Helen Rowe. 

Also to Catherine Mullen and Stephen Hutton who assist in off-
Committee roles.  

 In other Committee News – the Co-op made a donation of $450 
to TEAR International Aid Agency from our profits on the sale of 
Fair Trade Easter Eggs in the last three years. This will support 
the provision of chickens for small farmers and construction 
of toilets in villages in developing countries by subsidising the 
contribution of local people. 

A key aim of the Food Co-op is to reduce our ecological footprint 
on the Earth by purchasing food products without packaging.   

Please contact Helen Rowe to hear more about how you can 
be involved as a member and in the running of your Food Co-
operative on - 0423 009 813. 
               Helen Rowe

> FUNdraising News, part 2
Share Appeal Christmas Cards
It’s time to order your Christmas Cards and support the amazing 
work being done by the Share Appeal.  

Last year lots of the options were sold when we got to them 
so please contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743, as soon as 
possible to place your order.  

5 designs are available together with a mixed 
pack of 10.  Each pack of 10 cards costs 
$8.50.  Proceeds to the Share Appeal

Check out the designs on the Share Christmas 
Cards page

http://shareappeal.org.au/get-involved/buy-christmas-cards/ 
http://shareappeal.org.au/get-involved/buy-christmas-cards/ 
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> News
IN2ART - with an artist from ARTSTOP

Yveane’s work has been described as possessing dream like 
qualities which our talented Artstop artist finds this an amusing 
description.  She prefers to talk about spilling on the paper and 
getting it out on the canvas as her subject matter is literally the 
stuff of her dreams.  Some of these have been disturbing and 
others, peaceful and idyllic.

 For instance, The Sacked City (see photo) was created after 
Yveane woke with a visceral sense that a city had been 
obliterated somewhere in the world. She saw this city with the 
morning light behind its buildings, just moments before it was hit 
by fire and felt compelled to paint this image and the emotions 
that came with the dream. 

In contrast, her most recent work (untitled) was created on a 
winter morning when Yveane woke to a sense of snow and ice. 
On the same day at the Artstop programme, this picturesque 
scene of mountains, river, pine trees and sky was imaginatively 
painted.  The weeks that followed saw the image emerge with 
more depth as Yveane began layering colours and textures. It 
has been described as a Nordic landscape but for Yveane, it is 
for the viewer to project their own thoughts and feelings with 
her work as a stimulus. 

To admire her work for its subject, line, shape and form is only 
part of the fascination in Yveane’s paintings. What stands out is 
her passionate use of colour. It is lively, surprising, vibrant and by 
mixing and building up her medium (acrylic paint, pastel, sand, 
pen and PVA!) Yveane is deliberately ‘pulling the image out from 
the canvas’. The result is dynamic, brimming with energy and 

depth often taking hours and weeks to achieve. 

Yveane is a prolific artist.  Her passion and love of art began 
from a childhood spent in a convent where the nuns encouraged 
her to draw and paint. Her enthusiasm was fuelled by a love of 
using art materials and Yveane’s experimental approach was 
born.  Formal art training felt limiting to Yveane who walked 
through the assessment tasks so she could get back into 
enjoying her artmaking; often two paintings and two sculptures 
on the go!

Yveane describes coming to Artstop every Wednesday as 
‘her life’. Through the ups and downs, she looks forward to 
the creatively rich community at Artstop which gathers in The 
Olive Way throughout the year. Yveane is impressed with the 
acceptance and respect all the artists have for each other’s 
work whatever the medium, subject matter or skill level. In her 
own words, there is no judgement or criticism for our work; only 
support and encouragement. 

As Yveane has shared with me: ‘Close your eyes and see the 
image. Open your eyes and draw as if it is in black and white but 
use colour instead. Draw what you saw when your eyes were 
closed.’  

Her work can be seen at our IN2ART exhibition on the 9th of 
October 2016 to acknowledge the importance of mental health 
week in the continuum that is mental health for all of US! Please 
join us for this FREE event hosted by BUC and Arts Access 
Victoria. Doors open at 3pm and official launch at 5pm.  
       Ann Soo and Leanne Salau

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/In2Art-Invite.pdf
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Welcome to Marielle
Proud brothers, Gabriel and Raphael would like to introduce their baby sister Marielle, born 
naturally on Saturday 10th September at 6am, weighing 3.5kg.  Everyone is doing well.

Practising the Art of Story
This story was written for the October 2016 Crosslight

It is not obvious at first 
glance that Fiona Bottcher 
began her working life as an 
engineer, but words such as 
build and structure pop up in 
her description of what was 
enjoyable about the Art of Story 
course she completed in 2014 
at the Centre for Theology and 
Ministry. Since that time she 
has been putting her storytelling 

skills to good use. Fiona memorably presented the reading from 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians at the opening of Synod this year. 

When asked about the training she did in the Art of Story she 
said, ‘I liked the broad application of it, I got the sense of it being 
a way of communicating–sharing, listening, all the things that 
are around stories–that it was about how they are built.’  

Fiona felt the course was very relevant to her current role on the 
ministry team at Brunswick Uniting Church as the co-ordinator 
of the Olive Way drop in centre. She said, ‘So much of what 
we do as a church is around telling stories. Whenever we are 
communicating our vision to what we want to do in the world – 
to sharing experiences of our faith – to preaching and how we 
tell that story to the rest of the world. At the heart of all that is 
story.’

The variety of contexts from which the eight course participants 
came, made the application and audience for the stories quite 
diverse, but Ms Bottcher claimed this enriched her listening and 
her telling. ‘When I saw how much I enjoyed the visual liveliness 
of a person practising to tell to children, I thought I would take 
hold of some of that for my own telling.’ 

Asked to describe some of the skills practised she suggested,  
‘Memory skills: I loved stepping through–quite literally–the 
different ways we can make the best use of our memory. Some 

of the course was quite structured with some very tangible 
methods. Other elements were saying here is a space where 
you can really experiment on the edges of how you express 
things–do you do it big, small, loud or soft?–playing with 
dynamics.’

There is obvious delight for Fiona in the environment of the CTM 
where the course is taught. ‘It’s a building I walk into and go – 
Ah, its about coming together and discerning things and sharing 
knowledge.’ Ms Bottcher said the Chapel space was perfect for 
contemplation and listening to stories. 
                 Julie Perrin

Art of Story starts 2 November

Centre for Theology and Ministry, 29 College Cres, Parkville

Find your voice in this practical course.  Discover the craft of 
storytelling, techniques to aid recall, and performance skills to 
create a listening space.  

Art of Story’s repertoire includes biblical stories, wisdom tales, 
folk tales and poetry. The course, led by Julie Perrin and Christina 
Rowntree, will be held over three full Wednesdays in November 
and culminates in a Story Sharing evening where participants 
demonstrate their learning 
by telling a prepared story. 

Register here or find out 
more - check out the full 
brochure or contact Christina 
P: 03 93408813 or E: chris.
rowntree@ctm.uca.edu.au 
or Julie Perrin julieperrin@
tellingwords.com.au   
0409 019 987

https://ucavt.goregister.com.au/artofstory2016/registration/ 
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/Art%20of%20Story%20Nov%202016%20FINAL.pdf
mailto:chris.rowntree%40ctm.uca.edu.au?subject=
mailto:chris.rowntree%40ctm.uca.edu.au?subject=
mailto:julieperrin%40tellingwords.com.au?subject=
mailto:julieperrin%40tellingwords.com.au?subject=


	  

	  

16

> Farewell Paul
ASWC Co-ordinator Paul Boyd concluded his time with the Asylum Seeker 
Welcome Centre at the end of September.  Informing members of the 
congregation by email he offered this brief reflection:  As I begin to reflect 
on my time here (which in total has spanned 9 years) I do so with enormous 
affection for the communities that I have been a part of.  And this in no 
small part includes the Brunswick Uniting Church community, whose support 
and collaboration is the foundation of the Welcome Centre.  I have been so 
fortunate to be a small part of the benefits that this support provides to people 
seeking asylum.   I leave knowing that this support is strong and will continue 
to be so valuable to people seeking asylum in the future.

I had a chat with Paul recently about his work with the centre.  
Here are some of his observations and comments.

Paul began working with the centre 9 years ago as a volunteer 
teaching English class which they had one of at the time on 
Tuesday night and did so for two-three years, he then began 
working part time before becoming the co-ordinator about 
three & a half years ago. His family moved to Queenscliff a few 
months ago and he will leave the ASWC to seek work there. 

When I asked Paul about significant changes in that time he 
commented that the centre is always changing in response 
to people’s needs but that there are similarities too in terms 
of people having quite significant obstacles with their visas, 
situations, histories and so on.  He commented on the impact on 
their work and the support they offer of the changes in relation 
to work rights, 30,000 people coming by boats a few years ago, 
different nationalities seeking support including Afghanistan, 
Burma, Iran, particular African nations depending on what is 
happening globally as well.  Having the different situations and 
the policies affecting them results in a constantly changing 
environment.  He said A’ centre like this is always trying to 
adjust to that changing environment.  He said this can be difficult 
because they are trying to set up structures to provide assistance 
which then need to be adjusted to meet changing needs.

He said that the thing that has given him the most joy and has 
only increased over time has been forming deeper relationships 
with people which is possible in this workplace unlike so many 
others.   The ASWC embraces and promotes the development 
of relationships which he said can be a balance at times in terms 
of how much you give of yourself in order to receive as well.  He 
said this is an important part of his personal development to be 
able to find out so much about so many different people but just 
to be a small part of their lives and the journeys they are going 
through.  In various forms that has given him so much joy.  He 
said ‘people are always struggling and there are tough times but 
when people do have success or get reunited with family or get 
work rights or get a job or drivers license, these steps whether 
big or small give me and others at the centre a lot of joy.

When I asked him how he his outlook on life had changed over 
the 9 years Paul paused briefly and commented that it was hard 
to reflect on at the moment because he is still very much in it.  
He did say that he has evolved with the centre.  When planning 
for the future and what he will do he acknowledged that his 
time with the ASWC will have a big impact on his decisions, 
saying ‘whether or not I formally works in this kind of area I will 
definitely be seeking out some form of connection possibly as 
a volunteer in the Queenscliff area.    I believe my future will 
always be linked with people seeking asylum.’

He commented that his growing family with two young 
daughters was a significant contributor to the decision to move 
and that it becomes more difficult to invest yourself in a place 
like the ASWC with a young family.  He said he hasn’t thought 
too deeply about how to model being part of a community and 
to have compassion but feels that it will probably be a strong 
theme agreeing that it will be natural. 

Of the relationship between BUC and the ASWC he said that 
he couldn’t speak highly enough of it in so many ways.  He 
commented on the strength of our subtle but stable relationship, 
in particular the mutual respect between the people from the 
centre and the church which has given the centre life first of all 
and the opportunity to grow, adapt and thrive in so many ways.  
He said that he’s spoken to so many different organizations that 
have relationships on sites or sharing resources or that sort of 
thing and they’re so problematic most of the time.  Here at BUC 
he said Any little things that emerge on this site have always 
been dealt with with mutual respect, good communication, even 
when something has happened that someone’s not happy with 
there’s always that ability to work it out because we’re all doing 
it on the basis of doing other great work for people that really 
need it.’  Paul affirmed the provision of the resources provided 
and also the general respect of how it’s managed.  He said it’s 
fantastic and agreed that we at BUC are not precious and we’re 
intentional about the relationship. 

Reflections from a farewell chat with Paul, by Saide Cameron
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Farewell Celebration

He spoke of the impact of getting to know everyone and how it will stay with him for the rest of his life.  He affirmed the way they 
work through challenges together.  He thanked Zoe for her amazing support over a number of years and acknowledged past  
co-ordinators, volunteers and everyone who comes to the centre.  He affirmed that they all work and collaborate together to such an 
extent that the roles are only a small part of what each person brings.

Paul introduced and thanked Trevor who has been a volunteer for 7-8 years.  He started off delivering food for Second Bite and found 
a home with the centre providing volunteer support in a wide variety of ways.  Trevor said that Paul is ‘a legend’ and spoke of his 
great joy in being a volunteer, of how much he had learnt from the people who had left their own country to come to Australia.   
Trevor said he is leaving, due to health reasons, with many happy memories.

Paul and Trevor were presented with gifts.  We 
 enjoyed entertainment courtesy of Carlynne and 
Josh.  Fun was had and lots of photos were taken. 
      Saide Cameron

It is almost impossible to capture in words the depth of love and 
respect in evidence for Paul and volunteer Trevor at the Farewell 
Dinner and celebration on Tuesday 27th September.  

Zoe welcomed everyone to the evening saying thank us all for 
coming and commenting on how ‘hard on the heart’ it was 
preparing to say goodbye and seeing people (ie Ann and Margaret, 
previous co-ordinators) and remembering Ann’s farerwell in 
particular from three years earlier.  She said that Paul and Trevor 
had changed the lives of people at the centre, learning from that 
what it means to be a community and knowing when it’s okay to 
break the rules.  She spoke with great love of the way in which she 
considers them to be family.

Mohammed Isah, Manager of Lentara’s Asylum Seeker Program 
spoke of the excitement of celebrating Paul and Trevor .  He spoke 
of Paul’s perseverance and his passion for supporting people 
seeking asylum.  He thanked Trevor for always being available at 
short notice.  He said that it was an honour to have worked with 
them and thanked them on behalf of Lentara UnitingCare for their 
work and support.

He opened the floor for anyone who would like to say a few words.  
One person spoke of coming to the centre for English classes 
and thanked Paul for everything he had done for them.  Jacky 
commented on how much they would all miss Paul, that he was a 
‘golden person for us’, expressing her appreciation for his support.

Paul responded commenting on his good fortune in having been 
involved in a place that is like no other, that respects people for  
being people, that creates a sense of community, that looks after 
each other, works with people understanding their challenges, 
strengths and experiences.  He said that the relationship goes both 
ways which is the beauty of the community that has been fostered 
there, that he has received as much as he has given.  
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> Regular Events
Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email   sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
alternating on Friday (7-8:30pm) and Sunday evenings, 
(6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that invites us to reflect on the 
week that has passed and to pray for each other.  The shape of 
the evening is informal and low-stress.  

Everyone is welcome and you can come every week/fortnight or 
just as you are available.  If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574) or Helen 
(0423 009 813).

Mulling
This month we are meeting on Tuesday 4th October, 7pm at 
Edinburgh Castle (681 Sydney Rd.) for a social dinner and chat 
about the Mission Planning process and our response to it.

Mulling is our monthly catch up/discussion/mulled wine 
appreciation club for young adults 25-35.   
Talk to Sarah Curnow for more info, 0422 223 842.

Meditation
There are four Meditation groups available
With Andrea:  Tuesday at 9.30am in the Youth Hall. 
Contact Andrea Alvis, 0413 950 619, for more information.
With Richard:  Wednesday at 8am or 5:30pm  
at 29 MacFarland St.
On-line every Monday night at 9.30pm to 10.00pm
Contact Richard Arnold, 0407 796 429, for more information.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, Dance & 
Art programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.    
Contact Fiona Bottcher, ph. 0421 027 467.

Book Club at BUC 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 26th October
(N.B. no meeting in September)
Olive Way, Brunswick UC

At our next meeting, we have chosen 
Jeanette Winterson’s The daylight gate, 
a wonderfully atmospheric, intricately 
woven, magical modern-day tale of the 
Pendle Witches, plus 3 short stories by 
Leo Tolstoy:

• How much land does a man need?
• Three hermits, and
• Two old men
all of which can be found online at http://www.online-literature.
com/tolstoy/ or in Master and man and other stories by Leo 
Tolstoy. 

Faye or Christine would be happy to talk to you about book club 
if you would like more information. 
Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group
A social group for older, active women and men.  The group 
meets monthly to visit places of interest or simply enjoy sharing 
experiences over coffee. There is no membership fee. Some 
activities may involve an entrance fee or refreshment purchase.  
New members are always welcome.   
Contact Helen for further information.    
Mobile 0423 009 813 or  email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com   

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Have you been to Food Co-op yet?
Opening Dates:  15th October, 19th November
Olive Way, Saturdays, 10 am – 12 pm.
For more information speak to Christine Hornby, 9386 8919  
or Nicole Lowe, 9354 5045

Saturday afternoon coffee
Meet at Manakish, 161 Sydney Rd. Brunswick, at 2:30 pm, 
usually on the first Saturday each month. It’s very informal, 
and all women are most welcome.  For any queries regarding 
transport, contact Leanne Salau, 9386 1484.

http://www.online-literature.com/tolstoy/
http://www.online-literature.com/tolstoy/
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> Reports
Council
*Secretary Broadstock glances up benignly from his 
wood panelled desk.

Oh, hello. I didn’t see you come in. Well, it’s been an exciting 
month here at the Brunswick Church Council. 

*Broadstock rises from his antique leather armchair, and 
strides to the open French windows. He chides away a 
curious robin from his prize-winning begonias. 

Of course, the big news around the traps remains the Mission 
Planning Process, being ably facilitated by Steph Gesling. The 
Mission Planning dropbox is now positively obese with ideas, 
suggestions and reflections. It would be profitable for you to 
peruse these resources at your earliest convenience. We also 
invite you to contribute to the Story Wall in the worship space. 
The success of this process will depend upon engagements 
such as these.

*Broadstock returns to his armchair with a satisfied sigh, 
and affectionately ruffles the ears of a west highland 
terrier named Winston. A nearby fireplace crackles 
companionably.

We have also instigated an internal review into the purpose 
and function of the Student House.  The Student House is one 
of our most beloved programs, and we wish to ensure that it is 
operating as well as it may, and that those who administer it are 
well-supported. If you wish to contribute to this review, please 
dispatch a pigeon either to Anika Jensen or the Children Youth & 
Young Adult Committee.

*Broadstock removes his spectacles, idly polishing them 
with the corner of a monogrammed handkerchief.

We remain cognizant that our weekly offerings are below 
forecast, even as our congregation continues to grow. Financial 
contributions are, of course, not mandatory, but please 
remember that sustaining our community depends crucially on 
the generosity of its members. 

*Broadstock strolls to an oaken bookcase, and flicks 
through a well-worn leather copy of The History of 
Somerset Fly Fishing, Volume IV.

Otherwise, we continue to develop resources to guide our Safe 
Church practises, and are excited by the prospect of installing 
effective lighting for our Tower window displays, so that 
passers-by may be properly bathed in the fruits of the gospel. 

In any case, it has been a great pleasure to have this little chat. 
Do visit again. 

*Broadstock leaves the sitting room, mounts his favourite 
mare, Beatrice, and rides into the horizon. 

Daniel Broadstock

Worship Committee
For our opening worship Saide offered a brief reflection on the World Week for Peace service reading Ephesians 2:13-22 and a 
selection of the Beatitudes written by the congregation.

We discussed the emerging practice of worship planning teams for particular services, acknowledging the extra work involved 
with respect to meeting, collaborating, planning and setting up the services.  One of the outcomes of this discussion was the 
decision that Ian would offer liturgist workshops twice a year to provide opportunities for more people to find out more about the 
process of preparing, planning and leading worship. We hope that some people might choose to become regular liturgists as well as 
being involved in planning teams.

We reflected on the Season of Creation so far and accepted David’s offer to create Facebook events for upcoming dates on 
the calendar.  Please see the calendar on page 7 for details and read on in this report for stories about the two creation events in 
September.  We are looking forward to Graeme Garrett and Jan Morgan’s participation in the final Sunday in the series when we 
bring everything together under the theme of ‘Creating Harmony’.

We discussed the Tower Room which has once again become more of a storeroom than a space for prayer and a window into our 
worship on Sunday mornings.  The large panels that have formed the backdrop for the Window Displays have now been dismantled 
and we are planning to install a curtain which we hope will make the space more flexible.  Installation of more effective lighting for 
the Tower Room Window Displays has been approved by Council and will hopefully be happening soon.

The task of locking up the church has for some time been the responsibility of the worship committee and in particular Saide and 
Olivia.  We would very much like to share this responsibility with others especially as we also arrive early to set up which can often 
mean that we are on site for up to four hours on any given Sunday.  It’s important but not at all difficult to lock up and ensure that 
the site is secure.  Please contact Saide, 0407 096 743 to say ‘yes I can help’.  If a few people offer it will help to ensure that it is 
only an occasional task for all involved.
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4/9 - Pentecost 16:  Jeremiah 18:1-11; Luke 14:25-33 We welcomed Rev. Dr. Sunny Chen as our preacher and presider for Holy 
Communion.  Sunny is a chaplain at Melbourne University and lectures in New Testament Greek at CTM.  He is now one of our 
regular visiting preachers when Ian is on leave.  

Julie invited the children and the whole congregation to offer 
the Lord’s Prayer with our now familiar actions.  She talked 
about Jeremiah’s prophecy and God’s response to the people 
and compared this with the God that we know.  She showed 
the children a beautiful sculpture from her garden to help 
explain about saying sorry and how God holds us.  Talking 
about Jesus’ call she said that ‘We work with God and God 
works with us’.

Sunny began his sermon by offering us an insight into the complexity of explaining the meaning of his name commenting that 
the cultural meaning would be lost in translation.  He told us that the closest translation of 
his Chinese name would be ‘refreshing life’.  He said that whenever we try to translate a 
saying from one language to another some element is usually ‘lost in translation’.  The focus 
of Sunny’s sermon was the gospel reading.  He offered us a more literal translation of the 
original Greek text asking ‘What is this teaching?  Is Jesus teaching us to hate our parents?  
What exactly is hating our parents?’.  He shared a very graphic story from his time as a student 
which illustrated the danger of misunderstanding conditional sentences.  Sunny explained 
that a conditional sentence is not necessarily ‘about conveying a truth in the literal sense.  
It’s about creating a hypothetical statement to have an argument, it’s not real.’  Commenting 
that hating your parents is not the most troublesome part he focused our attention on ‘taking 
up our cross’.  Using stories from his life and ministry as a chaplain at Melbourne University 
Sunny helped us to explore how he became burdened.  He explained that ‘taking up the cross 
or bearing the cross is a juxtaposition.  It’s not about taking up weight.  It’s about the opposite.  
It’s to give up.  It’s to let go.’  In sharing the stories of his injuries and burdens he had been 
consumed by he said ‘I looked at myself and I had forgotten one thing, that being alive is a 
gift.  My parents gave me a name, hoping I would become a person who refreshed life but 
now I was weighed down by burdens.’  Having shared one more story he concluded ‘To come 
behind Jesus, to follow Christ is to refresh other people’s lives.  Taking up your cross to follow 
behind Christ is not to pick up another burden.  It is to let go, to give up so that we can see again Christ in other people’s lives.  Amen’.

11/9 - Pentecost 17, Psalm 14; Luke 15:1-10

For the first Sunday in our Season of Creation Ian invited the children into a time of 
creating welcome asking ‘What does it mean to welcome someone?’.  He said that 
how we welcome people to into church is one of the most important signs of how 
we are Christ’s church, the people of God.  We had some fun making new people 
feel welcome before inviting ‘new’ people to participate in our second Welcoming 
Ceremony for the year.  See Sharing our Faith, ps 3&7 for the full story.

The focus for Ian’s sermon was Psalm 14:1 ‘Fools say in their hearts ‘There is no 
God’, a verse he returned to many times.  He began by sharing a personal moment of foolishness, a response to the ISIS threat to 
Brunswick, and asked ‘… have you been feeling any God denying fear lately?’  He shared the story of Greek Philosopher Diogenes 
who strolled the streets, his lamp lit, ‘looking for an honest man’ commenting that this is not unlike the picture of God in the 
Psalm.  He invited us to ‘accept that we’re in on one of those miserable all inclusive guilt tripping Bible passages and to wallow in 
our foolishness for a while’.  To help us with this wallowing he reflected on the foolishness of Donald Trump and the theological 
misunderstanding as presented in the media of sainthood as it relates to both Trump and Mother Teresa.  Watching two clips from 
Monty Python’s ‘Life of Brian’, directed by Terry Jones, he said ‘I think the Life of Brian has a message that is good and relevant to 
Psalm 19 … Yes it’s a comic film but it is also a searing critique of faith gone wrong.  God denying faith.  Foolish empty faith.  Fearful 
faith.  Is the Psalm right?  Do you buy it?  Are we like that?.   He commented on the canonization of Mother Teresa and her life long 
struggle with the absence of God.  And finally Ian spoke of the early Christian’s belief that ‘in Jesus they had encountered God’s 
wisdom, Sophia, woman wisdom incarnate’ …   whose ‘foolishness is wiser than human wisdom’.  He concluded ‘This is the gospel 
that we proclaim, that in our foolishness we are not alone, to suffer the inevitability of what the world might provide.  No we have the 
grace of God, the wisdom of God, the path to sainthood if we dare to follow it.  If we dare to follow this way of wisdom through which 
God is reshaping the world with love.’  
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18/9 - Pentecost 18:  Ephesians 2:13-22; Mark 16:1-8 Tim Budge, Steph Gesling, Leanne Salau and Saide Cameron met to plan 
the service to mark the beginning of the World 
Week for Peace in Palestine Israel.  

Leanne invited the children to talk about peace 
and justice.  She showed us the UCA logo 
highlighting the dove and told stories about all the 
various ways that people in the congregation are 
involved in supporting the creation of peace and 
justice including going to rallies, participating in 
Love Makes a Way actions, contributing to the Act for Peace Christmas Bowl, buying gifts from organizations such as Oxfam.  She 
invited the children to think about ways to be peaceful and commented that the most important thing we can do is be active peace 
makers in all of our relationships and activities.

Tim Budge began his sermon by introducing us to Suhelia and Michel, two 
people who met in 2014 while in Gaza.  He spoke of the challenges of 
their lives under Israeli occupation and in particular those faced by Michel 
as a young male Palestinian.  Tim commented that ‘if you read the media 
this conflict is about balance … it seems to me that such talk is a zero sum 
balance.  It allows hardliners on both sides to justify their positions without 
any real attempt to make peace.’  Tim spoke about his despair in the face 
of so many barriers (dividing walls) to finding peace and then made reference to other situations in the world that might lead us to 
despair.  He reminded us then that the gospel reading and the despair felt by the women as they approached the tomb and their 
discovery of a new beginning, one that didn’t make sense but which was ‘a new invitation to follow the Risen Lord.’  Turning our 
attention to the Ephesians reading he reminded us that in his death and resurrection Jesus has ‘brought us peace. … Jesus broke 
down the walls that separate, whether it be Jews from Gentiles, Israelis from Palestinians, blacks from whites, males from females, 
rich from poor, us from God.  For us this is the message of peace.’

Concluding his sermon Tim affirmed that this service is about making peace, breaking down walls and finding new beginnings in the 
midst of despair and with Steph and Leanne invited us to participate in three stations.

We wrote Beatitudes for Peace remembering that, in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus said ‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers for they will called the children of God’. A selection 
of these was read as our Prayers of the People. These prayers and 
the full set of Beatitudes are available on our website.  Listen to the 
prayers.  Read the Beatitudes 

The theme ‘Dismantling Barriers’ for the week was taken from 
Ephesians 2:13-22 in which Paul writes ‘For he is our peace, in his 
flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the 

dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.’ As an act of commitment we took bricks from the 
walls (cupboard doors in the Gathering Space) and wrote down an action that we would undertake 
as individuals to break down the walls that divide us in our humanity. 

Remembering that in the service of baptism the minister says ‘Baptism is Christ’s gift. It is the sign 
by which the Spirit of God joins people to Jesus Christ and incorporates them into his body, the 
Church.’ we floated olive leaves in the font and prayed for peace, for our neighbours, for the people 
of Palestine Israel, remembering that we are the body of Christ in whom there are no dividing walls.

25/9 - Pentecost 19:  1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31

Ian showed the children a picture of a church asking if there was 
anything unusual about it – it’s an upside down church (a sculpture) 
– asking if this church is like our church.  To help answer the question 
Ian and Sarah engaged the children in telling the story of the rich man 
and Lazarus explaining that stories like this tell us more about how 
we should live rather than what happens after we die. He said that 
Jesus came to hang out with the poor people which is upside down 
and if want to follow Jesus we need to be an upside down church in 
the world where the poor people are the most important.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/…/ser…/sermons.php
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/sermons/2016/2016.09.18%20World%20Week%20for%20Peace%20Palestine%20Israel.pdf
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Ian invited us to reflect on the story of the rich man and Lazarus commenting that the lectionary was 
offering us another of those ‘remarkably common weeks when the gospel indulges in a spate of rich 
bashing’.  Wondering if exploring these kinds of teachings are separate to the ‘the spiritual stuff’ he 
commented that it’s not for Jesus, ‘not for a faith that speaks of the divine Spirit coming incarnate 
taking on the hunger and the need of the flesh.  Ian commented on Jesus upside down view of the 
world delving deeply in the ‘stark opposition of the rich man and Lazarus’.   Ian used the work of social 
research scientists Richard Williamson and Kate Pickett in their book ‘The Spirit Level – why equality 
is better for everyone’ to illustrate why and how the outcomes for societies in which the chasm 
between the rich and poor are so challenging.  

Returning to the story of the rich man and Lazarus after their death Ian explored the great reversal in 
their circumstances asking ‘What is God’s relationship to this?’  Ian said that he prefers to read this 
parable as a description of God’s relationship to what is happening on earth and reminded us that 
‘God is over on the poor’s side of the chasm.  Christ is sitting at the gate with Lazarus.’ He said that 
this parable screams against (the) corrupt theology (in which poor people get their reward in heaven). 
… that it says to the rich people ‘repent, repent, reach across the divide with simple hospitality.  … 
God closes the gap between the eternal divine and this world and God does so with a great reversal, 
that subverts the divisions of our world.’  Concluding he said that ‘God closes the spiritual gap 
between us and the divine source of life transforming source of love by crossing the gap ‘to be with 
us in the hunger and need of our flesh who brings the feast of heaven to the hungry here at this table 
and at the table of all creation.  This is the one who we meet spiritually as we address the hunger of 
humanity, as we share the hospitality of the divine to the poor.  So let’s join in that movement friends 
that chasm crossing God, in the name of Christ, Amen.’ 
                         Saide Cameron

Property Committee
The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:

• The roofs of the church and hall have been replaced.
• Lentara’s agency has commenced professional cleaning of 

the church.
• Installed a new key safe for repeating users of the church.
• Installed a new wooden stake to make the steel post for the 

small gate safer.
• Replaced light globes and reset circuit breakers.
• Garden working bee scheduled for Sun 9th Oct, in 

conjunction with a BBQ.

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:

• Manse cracks filled and painted.
• Organise to have the faulty down light dimmers repaired/

replaced as required.
• Remeasure the moisture in the soil under the church.
• Youth Hall works to continue, painting, flashing etc.
• •Finalise the proposal to make the church more secure, 

installation of vertical grills.

• Investigating the professional cleaning of the hall kitchen 
multiple times per year to maintain them in a clean state.  
Jenny to ascertain if another clean is required.  Intention is 
to split the costs with main users of the kitchen.

• Continuing Investigating childproof locking arrangements 
for the gates on the youth hall front yard, self-closing 
arrangements.

• David Stephen and Nick Burnham have developed a 
proposal for the lighting arrangements for the tower room to 
complement the displays.  The proposal has been approved 
by church council.

• Have the stones in the pit in the front yard of the youth hall 
removed, given away. Then repair all the cracked windows 
of the Youth Hall.

• Confirm that the church’s phone service is no longer noisy.
• Repair the heater on the south wall in the west end of the 

hall.  Initially the gas is ignited, however it won’t maintain 
the gas flow.

• Investigate cigarette bins for the front of the church near 
the indigenous recognition sculpture garden.

• Repair the broken leadlight window in the Food Co-op.
• Repair the Food Co-op power point. 

             James Clough

https://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/resources/the-spirit-level
https://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/resources/the-spirit-level
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

After Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late.  In this 
period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity.  It seeks to relate its faith as a 
people of God to Christ’s mission in the world.  It commences with Trinity Sunday and concludes 
with feast of Christ the King

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
2/10 Pent 20 Lam 1:1-6  Lam 3:19-26 or Ps 137 2 Tim 1:1-14  Lk 17:5-10  G
9/10 Pent 21 Jer 29:1, 4-7  Ps 66:1-12  2 Tim 2:8-15  Lk 17:11-19  G
16/10 Pent 22 Jer 31:27-34  Ps 119:97-104  2 Tim 3:14 - 4:5  Lk 18:1-8  G
23/10 Pent 23 Jl 2:23-32  Ps 65  2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18  Lk 18:9-14  G
30/10 Pent 24 Hab 1:1-4, 2:1-4  Ps 119:137-144  2 Thes 1:1-4, 11-12 Lk 19:1-10  G
6/11 Pent 25 Hag 1:15b - 2:9  Ps 145:1-5, 17-21 or Ps 98 2 Thes 2:1-5, 13-17 Lk 20:27-38 G
13/11 Pent 26 Is 65:17-25  Is 12  2 Thes 3:6-13   Lk 21:5-19  G
20/11 Reign of Christ Jer 23:1-6  Lk 1:68-79  Col 1:11-20   Lk 23:33-43  W

Advent
A season of preparation, beginning on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, in which the Church recalls its hope and expectation in 
the coming of Christ, past, present and future.

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading               Gospel C
27/11 Advent 1 Is 2:1-5 Ps 122 Rom 13:11-14   Mt 24:36-44 P
4/12 Advent 2 Is 11:1-10 Ps 72:1-7,18-19  Rom 15:4-13   Mt 3:1-12 P
11/12 Advent 3 Is 35:1-10 Ps 146:5-10 Jas 5:7-10   Mt 11:2-11 P
  or Lk 1:46-55       
18/12 Advent 4 Is 7:10-16 Ps 80:1-7,17-19  Rom 1:1-7   Mt 12:18-25 P

October  2 Ian Ferguson 
Holy Communion

October  30 Graeme Garrett 
Creating Harmony 

November 27 Ian Ferguson 
Advent 1

October 9 Sarah Tomilson 
Blessing the Animals

November 6 Ian Ferguson 
Holy Communion

December 4 Ian Ferguson 
Advent 2, Holy Communion

October 16 Ian Ferguson 
with the Ministry Team

November 13 Ian Ferguson December 11 Ian Ferguson 
Advent 3

October 23 Ian Ferguson 
Blessing the Bicycles

November 20 Ian Ferguson 
Reign of Christ

December 18 Ian Ferguson 
Advent 4



October 2016 Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Pentecost 20 2 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson  HC, AA 

Café Style Morning Tea 
11:00 – Pageant Meeting 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 4 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 5 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 6 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
 
 
 
 
 
  
7:30 – YUCY 

 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pentecost 21 9 
9:30 – Sarah Tomilson 

Blessing of the Animals 
Working Bee & Lunch 

 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 11 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 12 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 
 

 13 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 14 
 

 
 
 
  

 15 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 

Pentecost 22 16 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson with 

Ministry Team 
11:30 – Mission Workshop 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 18 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 19 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 
7:30 – JAM Workshop 

 20 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 21 
 
 
 
 
 
  
7:30 – YUCY  

 22 
 
 
 
 

Pentecost 23 23 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

Blessing of the Bikes 
11:00 – Pageant Meeting 
12:00 – Worship C’tee 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 25 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Special Council M’g 

 26 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Pastoral Care C’tee 

 27 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
 
 
 
 
 

 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   All Saints Day 30 
9:30 –Graeme Garrett 

Creating Harmony 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 1 
 
 
 
  
 

 2 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 3 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 4 
 
 
 
 
 
  
7:30 – YUCY 

 5 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
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