
	  

	  

1

	  

	  
March 2016 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

Where do we see Jesus face to face?

Jesus, you are compassion in the face of suffering
 you are peace in the face of violence
 you are healing in the face of brokenness
 you are a gentle touch in the face of a brutal blow
 you are human embrace in the face of lonely sorrow
 you are cool refreshment in the face of burning pain
 you are life in the face of death
 Help us to see.

Jesus, you are stillness in the face of the storm
 you are spring in the face of winter
 you are a fragile flower in the face of barren rubble
 you are beauty in the face of cruel ugliness 
 you are growth in the face of destruction
 you are communion in the face of division
 you are tears in the face of hardened anger
 you are openness in the face of closed ideology
 you are justice in the face of evil
 Help us to see.

Jesus, you are love in the face of hate: 
 warm love in the face of cold hate
 demanding love in the face of easy hate
 persistent love in the face of enduring hate
 vulnerable love in the face of oppressive hate
 strong love in the face of violent hate
 Help us to see.

Jesus, you are a new way in the face of old, tired, tried and failed ways
 you are a mountain of hope in the face of featureless despair
 you are a shining star in the face of dark distrust
 you are a cry of pain in the face of unfeeling indifference
 you are the only Word in the face of shocked silence 
 you are the beginning in the face of the end. 
            Ian Ferguson

Seeing the face of Jesus
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> Prayer Points

> Index

•	 Our Ministry Team Ian Ferguson, and Julie Perrin.

•	 Carlynne Nunn, candidating for Minister of the Word.

•	 Beth Donnelly, beginning as Chaplain, Scots School, 
Albury

•	 Fiona Bottcher, Interim Olive Way Co-ordinator.

•	 Anika Jensen, Interim Student House Co-ordinator.

•	 Simone Alesich, in her Period of Discernment

•	 The tertiary school year begins

•	 The Love Makes a Way movement.

•	 The Sanctuary movement.

•	 Student House residents Abi, Karlien, Lloyd,  
Emily, Brianna, David, Samuel, Caleb, Maysam and in 
particular new resident Rose

•	 Ruth Millard preparing to volunteer in Chile.

•	 Mikul Denison preparing to go to Ukraine.

•	 Karin Coverdale convalescing following hip replacement 
surgery.

•	 Michael Rigby

•	 Fred, Estelle, Yolande & Esther Olivier.

•	 Alison Nixon & David Rees

•	 Joan Gilchrist

•	 Gwenda Booth

•	 Children, Youth & Young Adult programs. 

•	 Members of the Church Council and all associated 
committees.

•	 Youth Group leaders & Sunday Morning Program 
teachers working with our young people.

•	 New	VCE group.

•	 Discipleship & Education Program.

•	 Residents of Stewart Lodge in particular John, Rosemary, 
Michelle, Robbie, Tracey.

•	 Andrew Dutney - President of the UCA.

•	 Dan Wootton - Moderator of VicTas Synod.

•	 Sharon Hollis - preparing to take up the role of Moderator.

•	 Dave Hall - Chaplain at Penleigh & Essendon Grammar 
School.

•	 The	Olive Way program, Community Kitchen & wider 
outreach, volunteers, clients and visitors.

•	 The	Brunswick Indonesian UC congregation.

•	 Refugees & Asylum Seekers

•	 Reconciliation and the work towards overcoming the 
disadvantage faced by aboriginal and islander people.

•	 The Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre.

•	 UnitingCare ReGen.

•	 The	Indigenous Hospitality House.

•	 Our ecumenical neighbours, especially St Ambrose 
Catholic, Brunswick Baptist, Christ Church Anglican and the 
Salvation Army.

1. Meditation

2. Prayer Points

3. Sharing our Faith:  Dennis

4. Sharing our Faith:  Love makes a Way; Sanctuary

5. Sharing our Faith:  Transform; Prayers of the People

6. Worship Calendar

7. Special Events

8. Special Events

9. Special	Events,	Community	Team	News,	Greetings

10. Lent

11. Lent,	CY&YA	News

12. CY&YA	News

13. News

14. News,	A	story

15. JAM	News,	FUNdraising	News,	Communication	News

16. Regular Events

17. Reports:  Church Council, Worship Committee

18. Reports:  Worship Committee

19. Reports:  Worship Committee

20. Reports:  Worship Committee, Property Committee

21. Happy Birthday, Preaching Plan, Lectionary

22. Diary
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> Sharing our Faith
Tribute to Dennis Shead 

24/12/1946-18/1/2016

Offered during worship on 14th February 
2016 by Richard Arnold, Barry Cook and 
Leanne Salau

Richard:  During January we heard of the 
death of two of the residents of Stewart 
Lodge who had been involved in Brunswick 
Uniting Church. One was Gary Southen and 
the other was Dennis Shead. We remember 
Gary and particularly want to pay tribute to 
Dennis today as he was known to many of 
us here.

Barry:  A few thoughts about the Dennis 
I knew. He was a regular at Church and 
Olive Way. I occasionally drove him home to Stewart Lodge and 
sometimes to the Salvation Army for Lunch on a Sunday.

He had suffered Cerebral Palsy over a long period and had 
much difficulty walking but it never deterred him from attending 
worship or activities he was interested in.

He occasionally shared his experience of earlier life with me. His 
story was sad in many ways but generally it did not deter him 
from seeing the best in things. He had a good sense of humour 
- if we ever dared a joke or took the “mickey” out of him we got 
wide smile and he uttered a “get out” 

He also enjoyed writing signs to point things out. He was very 
loyal supporter of the Children’s Hospital and the Good Friday 
collection was a must for him.

We don’t know the full circumstances of his death but leaving 
Stewart Lodge with a broken heart may have contributed. 

Don’t we miss the real characters in our lives when they are no 
longer with us!!

Richard:  Dennis was a regular worshipper and Olive Way 
participant within the Brunswick Uniting community for a 
number of years. He lived at Stewart Lodge and often found his 
own way to church in spite of his mobility challenges. He would 
regularly thank the people at Brunswick Uniting, both privately 
and publically, for the friendship and hospitality he received. 
He also enjoyed the annual Christmas Pageant and regularly 
reminded people that it was his birthday on Christmas Eve.

Life was not always kind to Dennis and occasionally he would 
share stories about his life in various residential institutions 
around Melbourne. But he was a “survivor” and sometimes a 
loveable rascal. He brought a smile to many of us and made us 
feel good about ourselves.

Dennis moved to Footscray a year or so ago. He collapsed in his 
room in late January and was admitted to hospital but did not 
recover. His funeral was conducted by the Salvation Army at 
Footscray, with whom he had developed a relationship. 

I think that Dennis received some joy from the people at 
Brunswick Uniting but he, and many of the residents at Stewart 
Lodge, taught us much about what is important in life. I just 
would like to acknowledge that our relationship with the people 
of Stewart Lodge and also the Olive Way is two way; both giving 
and receiving

Leanne:  Loving God, in your great love for the world, we thank 
you for the gift of Dennis.

We thank you for his life amongst us. For his love of life, and for 
the many ways in which he shared his life with us and others. 

In strength and in weakness, in achievement and failure, in the 
brightness of joy and the darkness of despair, we remember 
him as one of us.  We give thanks for his life as brother, son, 
family member and friend.  We give thanks for the friendship he 
showed to us.

We also give thanks for the courage Dennis showed despite of 
his disabilities.  We are grateful for all who cared for Dennis, 
including the staff at Stewart Lodge.

And we pray for Dennis’s friends, and all who were close to 
him, including those at Stewart Lodge and the other places 
where he lived. May their present sorrow be so transformed by 
hope, that they will come to thankfully cherish all those shared 
experiences, which nothing can take away.

And we pray for each other here today. Increase our trust in you, 
and strengthen our love for other people. May the Holy Spirit 
lead us all our days, and may we live in joyful hope with Jesus 
Christ. Amen
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Love Makes a Way
A number of members of Brunswick Uniting have asked about 
“Love Makes A Way” and how they can support it through 
prayer and encouragement.

Well “Love Makes A Way” is an ecumenical Christian movement 
involving non-violent action to change public opinion regarding 
people seeking asylum, and an end to Australia’s inhumane 
asylum seeker policies, including offshore detention and holding 
children and their families in detention. The immediate aim is 
to	ensure	no	people	currently	in	Australia	are	returned	to	Nauru	
or Manus Island, and that these facilities are closed as soon 
as possible. To this end, a number of committed Christians, 
including a significant number from Brunswick Uniting, took part 
in an action last Tuesday, 23rd February.

A group of 7 people held a prayer vigil in the Victorian office of 
the Liberal party (Level 3, 104 Exhibition Street, Melbourne), 
and were supported by a larger group who remained outside on 
the street. The group of 7 entered the office at 12.30 pm and 
said they would remain until they received an undertaking from 
Prime Minister Turnbull or Minister Dutton that the group of 267 
asylum seekers currently in Australia would not be sent back 
to	Nauru	or	Manus	Island.	The	group	of	267	people,	including	
37	babies,	face	deportation	to	Nauru	following	a	High	Court	
decision on Wednesday 3rd February. 

The inisde Vigilers (taken by Abi)

The vigillers asked the Liberal Party to follow the lead of State 
Premiers	(including	NSW	Liberal	Premier	Mike	Baird)	and	create	
a more humane asylum seeker policy. 

They joined other recent nation-wide actions that have involved 
thousands of individuals and groups including doctors, lawyers, 
comedians, unions, teachers and concerned citizens. 

The vigillers believe that the 267 people are all facing serious 
risks to their mental and physical health if they are sent back 
to	Nauru	or	Manus	Island	and	called	on	the	government	to	do	
the right thing by all of them and let them stay. The group of 7 
stayed in Liberal Party headquarters praying, singing and making 
267 oragami hearts until they were escorted out of the building 
by the police at 6 pm.

Some of the outside group

The outside “street-level” group, also including a number 
of Brunswick Uniting people, braved the near 40 degree 
temperature by singing, holding banners, handing out leaflets 
and praying. They and the vigillers were all motivated by the 
Christian belief that we are loved by God and we can share 
this love through love for our neighbor, as well as a desire that 
Australia rediscovers its heart and soul. 

Both Gwen and I are really glad we participated in the action. 
Whilst being a little nervous at the beginning we felt upheld and 
inspired by our fellow team members. It was certainly hot but 
compared with the stresses felt by people in off-shore detention 
centres, it was nothing. We may not have achieved our desired 
outcome on Tuesday, but it is another step on the journey to 
reclaim the soul of Australia.

Anyone committed to the way of Jesus can join “Love Makes 
The Way”, and Abi Bannon is happy to speak with interested 
people abi.bannon@yahoo.com.au. Everyone can hold 
members of the movement in prayer as they seek to be God’s 
servants in the world. 
         Richard and Gwen Arnold

	  

	  

As you probably know already, Church Council has decided that 
BUC will, if called upon, make its buildings available to host 
asylum	seekers	who	are	at	risk	of	deportation	back	to	Nauru	
or Manus Island. I won’t repeat here what’s in the letter from 
Church Council to all members (sent by email on 13 February), 
so if you haven’t seen it, please contact me. 

Since then, we’ve been waiting for additional information and 
legal advice, talking with other Sanctuary churches, and seeking 

to persuade the government to allow these 267 vulnerable 
people to remain in Australia without any need for Sanctuary. 
As part of that lobbying effort, quite a few BUC people were 
involved in a civil disobedience action with others from “Love 
Makes A Way” on Tuesday, praying in the Liberal Party HQ office 
until we were removed by police. (See Richard Arnold’s story 
above for details.) Just today, I have received a formal set of 
Guidelines for Congregations offering Sanctuary, issued from the

Brunswick Uniting Church offers “Sanctuary”

mailto:abi.bannon%40yahoo.com.au?subject=
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UCA Assembly office in Sydney, incorporating expert legal 
advice sought by the UCA.

If an individual or family takes up our offer of Sanctuary, it will 
only be after detailed legal advice. (The consequences for them 
could be serious, but in the end, it’s their decision to make.) It 
will also mean that other churches are less well placed than 
us to provide sanctuary, as the placement of asylum seekers is 

being co-ordinated between the Uniting Churches as well as 
all other denominations who have offered. However, if we are 
called upon to host an individual or family, there are potentially 
serious legal consequences for us. I am continuing to work 
through the advice we have received, to clarify and minimise 
these risks. If anyone has questions about this, or any aspect of 
our offer to provide Sanctuary, please call me. 
                Shawn Whelan, 0418 613 898

Transform: “The Bible 
and Sexuality”  

Last Friday evening, a small and 
spritely group of young people 
converged on Pallotti College in the 
Yarra Valley for a weekend of talks on 
the bible and sexuality. Our wonderful 
speaker for the weekend, Rev. Dr. 
Bill Loader, imparted his immense 
theological wisdom on matters 
of the treatment of sex, gender 
and sexuality in the old and new 
testaments. This was a meaty and 
confronting analysis of cultures in biblical times and how they 
influenced sexual and gender freedoms throughout the ages.

Perhaps it was the tranquil surrounds, or maybe it was the 
over-consumption of wine, brie (thanks a lot Al Mcrae) and 
karaoke the previous evening, but I found the Sunday session on 
homosexuality and Bible particularly provocative. In this session, 
Rev. Dr. Loader primarily explored the perspectives of Leviticus 
and Paul, painting a grim picture of the treatment of women 
and sexualities other than heterosexual in the cultures of biblical 
times.

In the Q&A that followed I was confronted by the different 
standpoints of people in our broader church community. As 
a young queer ‘Christian’ woman, I’d been feeling like my 
very privileged experience of sexual and personal agency in 
2016 Melbourne could not be further from the context of sex, 
gender and sexuality of biblical times and therefore as least 
acknowledged in the modern Uniting Church. It became clear in 
the question time, however, that my identity is still understood 
as “other” to some of my peers.

This was my first adult experience of the stark contrasts in 
world-views that we cradle in the Uniting Church. I felt silenced 
and ostracised when people talked about different sexualities 
as though these were some kind of abnormalities that no-one in 
the room would possess. The classic “us and them” language. 
Surprised at first by my hands shaking with nervous anger and a 
crippling feeling of unwelcome, I remembered why my teenage 
self struggled with faith and sexuality. And why my adult self still 
does. I was, of course, able to respond to the isolating language, 
noting that everyone possesses a sexuality, heterosexual (and 
male gendered) should not be understood as the norm and that 
we are a part of this community, not separate. 

In a week that saw the government pledging to review the Safe 
School Coalition’s curriculum which encourages acceptance of 
LGBTQI students and where hate and ignorance drive serious 
homophobia throughout the world, I’m left praying. I’m asking a 
God that I believe lovingly made us in her image, which includes 
an infinitely stunning myriad of sexualities and genders, for 
grace, perspective and patience to engage and feel empowered 
in this tough conversation and the many more to come. 
              Anika Jensen

Prayers of the People
In October last year Ian hosted a workshop for liturgists and 
leaders of the Prayers of the People.  The worship committee is 
in the process of updating our guidelines.  In the meantime on 
Sunday 21st February Peter McKinnon offered the Prayers 
of the People and included this quote from ‘For the Time Being’ 
which he said is ‘odd little book, a bit all over the place but with 
moments of inspiration like this’.  It captures very well a key 
aspect of what we discussed at the workshop.

“You cannot mend the chromosome, quell the earthquake, or 
stanch the flood. You cannot atone for the dead tyrants’ murders 
and you alone cannot stop living tyrants. 

(Rather), as Martin Buber saw it, (it is) the world of ordinary days 
(that) “affords” us that precise association with God that redeems 
both us and our speck of world.

God entrusts and allots to everyone an area to redeem: this 
creased and feeble life, “the world in which you live, just as it is, 
and not otherwise.”

…he who prays and sings in holiness, eats and speaks in 
holiness…

through him the sparks which have fallen will be uplifted, and the 
worlds which have fallen will be delivered and renewed.”

Annie Dillard, For the Time Being

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5209.Annie_Dillard
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1140525-for-the-time-being
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> Worship Calendar

Holy Week
Planning ...

Ian, Saide, David and Olivia 
will be meeting to plan 
for Holy Week worship on 
Wednesday 3rd March at 
the church.  

We’d love to hear from 
anyone else who is interested in planning for how we share, tell 
and reflect on the story.  Please contact Saide Cameron, 0407 
096 743 to find out more. 

Palm Sunday 20th March, 9:30 am 
We will participate in our traditional Ecumenical Walk to St. 
Ambrose Catholic church during worship. Worship begins and 
concludes at BUC.  

Easter Storytelling, Wednesday 23rd March, 6:00 pm 
An opportunity to receive the story of Easter in a new way.

Maundy Thursday, 24th March, 7:30 pm   
A quiet service of prayer and reflection including the celebration 
of Holy Communion.

Tenebrae, 24th March, time to be confirmed 
The youth and young adults of our congregation plan and lead 
worship.  Contact Anika Jensen for more information,  
0401 181 664

Good Friday, 25th March, 9:30 am   
We hear and respond to the story of Christ’s passion.

Dawn Service, 27th March, 7:00 am 
We gather early in the morning to remember Christ’s 
resurrection and share breakfast afterwards.

Easter Day, 27th March, 9:30am 
We celebrate Christ’s resurrection and Holy Communion.

Welcoming Ceremony
At least once, and often twice, a year we offer people who are 
new to the congregation an invitation to share their story and 
publicly express their desire to be part of this community and 
say that it is their spiritual home for now.

After people have shared their stories these questions are 
asked:

To those who are being welcomed:  “Do you name the 
Brunswick Uniting Church congregation as your community of 
faith and do you commit yourself to actively participating within 
this community?”     

To the congregation:  “Do you joyfully receive these people 
as fellow travellers along the way of discipleship, and do you 
commit yourself as a community of Jesus Christ to maintain the 
life of faith?”   

The first opportunity to offer this formal welcome for 2016 will 
be during worship on Sunday 10th April.

Please note that this is not formal church membership although 
people who do have UCA membership are encouraged to do so.

Please contact Ian Ferguson 0438 547 842 to indicate your 
interest in participating in the welcoming ceremony.

Culture of Safety –  
‘Safe Church’ Recognition
BUC is determined to make every effort to put in place 
procedures that maximise our ability to keep children and 
vulnerable adults safe. Over the last two years we have worked 
as a team across children’s and youth programs, our many 
Volunteers and the Olive Way team to establish the processes 
needed to make sure we care for children, young people and 
vulnerable adults in our programs.

On Sunday 17th April the Moderator will join our worship 
service for a presentation and acknowledgement of our 
achievement as a ‘Safe Church’.  By working together to achieve 
recognition, we have built our capacity to offer a safe place and 
prevent the abuse of children and vulnerable adults in our Church 
and activities.

We’ll enjoy a Cafe Style Morning Tea after worship as well as 
the BUC Expo.

Ian’s weekend off
Ian will be enjoying a week of rest and restoration later in April.  
We will welcome a guest preacher (to be advised) on Sunday 
24th April.

Healing Rites for Seven Sites
An invitation from the Indigenous Hospitality House (IHH):  Over last 10 years or so at Easter we have been doing a reflective walk  
on Holy Saturday that links the suffering of Christ on the Cross with the stories of suffering, historical and current day, of Aboriginal 
Australia.  We find this experience helps to connect our faith and our Christian stories to the here and now, and the work we do, 
helping us develop our spiritual resources.   This walk is called “Healing rites for Seven Sites”.  Join us on Saturday 26th March.

See the attached flyer or the noticeboard for more information.   
RSVP is required by Monday 21st March to the IHH, house@ihh.org.au or 9387 7557

www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/Healing%20rites%20flyer%202016.pdf
mailto:house%40ihh.org.au?subject=
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> Special Events

The Second Annual Mondays in March Bible Study

Continuing our great tradition of Bible Studies in Lent…..

“The Book of Revelation usually invites negative responses… 
but it is a book intended to bring comfort to God’s suffering 
people…. to bring hope and encouragement to believers”   

Led by Rev Dr Sunny Chen, 7.30 at the church. 

Rev. Dr Sunny Chen is currently a chaplain and the Chaplaincy 
Coordinator at the University of Melbourne.

29th February   Deconstruct the Structural Maze    
(Pretend it is March)

7th March      Decipher the Symbol of Babylon  

14th March    Demystify the Motif of Evil Trinity (Public Holiday)

Yes! Yes!  We know about the public holiday, but that is a fact of 
life and all the other days are booked up already. 

A minority might miss, but many more might make it!

Sydney Rd. Street Party
Share the Love at Sydney Road Street Party!

Sunday March 6th, 2016

The annual Sydney Road street party is only a couple of weeks 
away and this year we need your help to spread the love.   We 
will have our doors wide open and our theme for the day will be:

Love, no strings attached.
There’ll be four spaces that our visitors can explore and any help 
you can give would be greatly appreciated.

Garden: We’ll be bringing the rainbow back to life and hanging 
hearts and messages from it, making it an interactive space and 
a show of love for everyone. There’ll also be face-painting and 
other activities – got any ideas? Please get in touch!

Artspace: (front section of the Hall): A space where kids and 
adults alike can write messages of love to anyone; refugees, 
loved ones, support for LBGT folks, we’ll have some ideas pinned 
around as well as opportunities to make hearts in a bunch of 
creative ways. We’ll encourage people to pin their creations to 
our rainbow because you just can’t get enough love.

Labyrinth in the Hall: The labyrinth will make a return with 
plenty of space for contemplation and opportunities to share 
journeys of faith.

Olive Way: Once again there’ll will be tea, scones, biscuits and 
laughs a plenty to be shared and enjoyed for those who drop in. 
Maybe even Jenga. Definitely Jenga.

We will also need people to help straight after worship to set up 
the spaces, so if you can’t come during the afternoon consider 
giving some time to make our space open to everyone, no 
strings attached.

All ideas and help is greatly appreciated, please contact Fiona 
Bottcher 0421 027 467 or feigh.b@gmail.com

mailto:feigh.b%40gmail.com?subject=
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Walk for Justice for Refugees 

Palm Sunday is rapidly approaching, and with it the annual 
‘Walk for Justice for Refugees’! There has been such an 
incredible swell of support over the last couple of weeks in 
response to the threat of 267 asylum seekers being returned to 
offshore detention, where many have already suffered so much. 
This is a great source of hope, and also a perfect time to gather 
on the streets to show our support!

When: 2pm, 20th March (Palm Sunday)

Where: The State Library of Victoria,  
328 Swanston St, Melbourne

I encourage those who are going to the walk to join us at BUC 
after worship to participate in sign and banner making (and bike 
decorating...?) with a BYO picnic, after which we can head down 
to the State Library together!

If you want to meet us at the State Library, we will be gathering 
on the corner near LaTrobe St, with a BUC banner so you can 
find us!

Feel free to contact Abi at abi.bannon@yahoo.com.au or  
0429 194 161 with any queries. Hope to see you there!

Hot Cross Buns Lunch
In the midst of the solemnity 
of Good Friday, 25th March 
and the lead up to Easter Day 
our community gathers for a 
magnificent feast of Hot Cross Buns 
and an amazing variety of soups.  

As always the party will be hosted by Alistair Hunter and Colma 
Fechner.  Ray Cameron will once again produce an extraordinary 
quantity of delicious hot cross buns including chocolate ones.  
This year the lunch will be held at the home of Adrian Brown & 
Anita Brown-Major, 16 Temple St. West Brunswick.  Everyone is 
welcome from midday.  Please BYO chairs and drinks.

AAA Dinners
Brought to you by the Community Team (Pastoral Care).

Twice a year we set a weekend aside to intentionally invite the 
congregation to share a meal and enjoy each the company of 
others in a semi-structured way.

There’s mystery - Who is coming to dinner?  Where am I going?

There’s food - Guests bring a dessert, salad or main course.  
Hosts provide pre & post-dinner nibbles and coffee or tea.

There’s conversation - That’s up to you once you’ve gathered!!

So join in the fun of Appetizingly Awesome April Dinners 
over the weekend of 8th-10th April.  

Invitations will be available on Sunday 20th March.  All you 
need to do is fill in the blanks letting us know your available 
dates and whether or not you want to be a guest or host.

Contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743 for more information.

BUC Expo
Brought to you by the JAM committee.

Did you know that there are (at least):
•	 9 ways we gather as a congregation (apart from worship)
•	 6 ways that adults gather
•	 5 ways that young people gather
•	 4 worship gatherings
•	 3 focii for our pastoral care ministry
•	 3 + ways that we intentionally reach out
•	 4 congregation publications
•	 8 main committees and more sub-committees

You can check out the details on our Community Map.

Then you can add to that our participation in Community based 
rallies	and	events,	FUNdraising	&	one-off	social	activities.		It’s	
pretty amazing.

After worship on Sunday 17th April the JAM committee is 
going to host something that we’re calling an Expo but which 
doesn’t yet have a definite shape.  We want to give people the 
opportunity to find out a bit more about what happens and then 
open the event up for conversation, making links and providing 
ways for people to get involved in new or different things.

Contact Meredith Budge, 0403 717 714, for more information.

mailto:abi.bannon%40yahoo.com.au?subject=
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Church Camp
20th-22nd May

Yes the date has changed so get our your diaries and fix it up 
NOW	so	you	don’t	miss	out	on	the	wonderful	experience	that	is	
the BUC Camp. We’re returning to the lovely Adekate camp near 
Creswick. 

The theme is yet to be developed however you can be sure that 
there will be lots of opportunities to get to know each other 
better and simply BE together, as well as the invitation to join in 
planned activities.  

The Community Team would love to hear 
from anyone interested in joining the Camp 
Planning committee (Shawn, Jenny, Rachel) 
that makes this fabulous event a memory 
making reality.  The great thing about this 
committee is that are very few meetings and 
lots of delegation.

Please contact Rachel, 0405 191 213, if you 
this is something you want to get involved.

The Synod meeting this year will start with opening worship and 
the installation of Moderator Rev Sharon Hollis at 7.30pm on 
Friday 3rd June at Wesley Uniting Church, Lonsdale St. 

The business meeting will 
run from Saturday 4th to 
Wednesday 8th June and 
will be held at the Box Hill 
Town Hall, Whitehorse Road, 
Box Hill.

2016 events
The Community Team (Ian, Saide, Rachel, Sarah and Kirsty) is 
just one of the focii of our Pastoral Care Ministry.  The report 
released in July 2014 has a three fold vision for Ministries of 
Hospitality and Compassion and of Sustaining and Building 
community.

The report states very simply that our task is:  Nurturing and 
encouraging opportunities for pastoral interactions and growth in 
relationship and community through new and existing groups and 
programs.  

Last year we created a community map to give us a picture of 
everything that is already happening.  Much of this is facilitated 
by groups, individuals and other committees.

Last year we agreed that as a team we would be responsible 
for the annual Camp, Cafe-style Morning Teas, Congregation 
Lunches and Triple-Letter Dinners.  

A calendar has been developed for 2016 which includes Cafe-
style Morning Teas and Congregation Lunches once a term and 
Triple-Letter Dinners twice a year.  

We’re excited about all the ways we gather as a congregation.  
We will continue to maintain our oversight and remain in contact 
with the committees with respect to existing activities and 
ways of meeting new & other needs as they arise.  If you think 
of a new way of gathering and want support to let people know 
about it get in contact with one of us.

Check out Special Events, 
p 8&9, for information 
about AAA dinners, the 
camp and more.

Facebook page
Our Facebook page is now a significant virtual meeting place for 
more than 100 members on which we share things that we care 
deeply about as well as just having fun. 

Sarah shared a post recently to remind members that it is a 
public group which means that anyone can visit the page and 
read our posts.  We believe that it is important to be a public 
group because it helps people to gain insight into who we are as 
a congregation and community.

> Community Team News

Last year Vara visited us last year while he was in 
Melbourne and asked to be added to our mailing 
list.  After Christmas he sent this greeting and the 
photos from the Zion Holy Church of God in South 
India.

Dear All 
We wish  you a blessed happy new year. We are 
praying for your church & programmes and for 
church members. 
Wishes from... Rev. vara prasad kanamala              See Prayer points for Vara’s congregation

> Greetings

www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/Prayer%20points.pdf
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> Lent

Ash Wednesday
We began the season of Lent with a beautiful reflective 
service on 10th February beginning at the Indigenous 
Sculpture to offer the acknowledgement of country and to 
recognise that our Lenten journey takes place in the heart of 
a vibrant and wonderfully diverse culture.

From there we moved to the relative calm and peacefulness 
of our garden where we listened to scripture, sang and 
responded to the invitation to reflect and write prayers 
which we then burnt in the fire.  As we came forward to 
burn our prayers we laid down a stone and picked up a 
cross as a symbolic response to our Lenten theme ‘What 
must I lay down and what must I take up?’.  Thank you to 
Michael Cameron for making 160 crosses for Lent.

What 
must 
I lay 

down?

What 
must 
I take 
up?

With our crosses in our hands we came forward 
once more to have our foreheads of hands 
marked with a cross.

Lenten Sculpture
As a congregation we do a number of things in worship to mark 
the significance of the season of Lent.  Visually we set aside 
the Christ Candle as part of our journey and in anticipation of 
lighting a new Christ Candle in celebration of Jesus’ resurrection 
on Easter Day.  We also choose not to have our usual beautiful 
displays that add so much life and colour to our Sunday morning 
worship.

This year we commissioned Simone Alesich 
to create a living sculpture that would help 
us to engage with the readings and themes 
of Lent.  

On Lent 1, 14th February, as part of 
Children’s time Ian invited Simone to speak 
with the children about the symbolism of the 
sculpture.  

She explained that the ‘carrots with no colour’ are actually 
trumpets which reference the readings announcing that 
something is to come and the boulders symbolise the wilderness 
that Jesus is travelling in and foreshadow the boulders  at the 
tomb for the end of the Easter story. She then spoke about the 
succulents which remind us that there is hope and new life in 
the wilderness.
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News

On Lent 2, 21st February Simone invited the children to notice 
the new growth in the succulents from last week as well as the 
extra succulents.  She then explained that the wreath is about 
continuity and the circle of life and how everything is connected.  
She commented that we often see wreaths at funerals but they 
are also about life, how life continues.

The sculpture is moved to the Tower Room Window during the 
week.  Thank you Simone for your work on this project.

Lenten Appeal FUNdraising Stall
The Lenten Offering is an annual event in the life of 
congregations within the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania. It is 
conducted during Lent and 
Easter at a time of reflection, 
renewal and recommitment. 
In response to God’s love 
for all people and the giving 
of his son to the world, an 
opportunity is provided for 
people of the church to make a sacrificial offering to support 
important mission projects.  The stories of these projects is 
being shared each week in the Olive Press.

After worship on Palm Sunday, 20th March, we will offer a 
FUNdraising	stall	giving	people	the	opportunity	to	support	the	
Lenten Appeal and to celebrate the creative gifts and offerings 
of members of our congregation.  

So bring along your small change (or more) and be prepared to 
make a purchase or two.  If you would like to contribute to the 
stall please contact Glenice Cook, 0414 319 649 or  
Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743. 

Sunday Morning Program
During worship on Sunday 31st January, the final Sunday in the season of Epiphany 
we joyfully commissioned the teachers and assistants in Sunday Morning Program and 
welcomed children into their new groups (P-2, 3-6 & 7-9) for the year.

As a congregation we promised to commit ourselves to the support of our congregation’s 
children’s Christian education program and to undertake to pray for the leaders and 
children and to ensure adequate resources are made available for this ministry.

The committee

Prep - 2
 Grades 3-6

 Years 7-9

CY&YA committee 
members this year are:  
Julie Perrin, Ian Ferguson, 
Ann Soo, Anika Jensen, 
Anita Brown-Major,  
David Moorhouse,  
Darren White

http://shareappeal.org.au/appeal/lenten-offering/
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Epic Easter Storytelling
In the midst of Holy Week a group of storytellers, including 
several	BUC	members,	will	tell	Luke’s	Passion	Narrative	on	
Wednesday 23rd March at the church from 6-7:30pm.

Easter in the Gospel of Luke for children 10+, youth & adults 
in the church

Some of the storytellers engaged in a special introduction to 
Luke’s	gospel	with	New	Testament	theologian	and	teacher	Sean	
Winter who explained the social and political context and Luke’s 
literary approach.   The telling will be informed by these insights.  

For children under 10 & families - Easter Stroy and art 
makring with Jeanette Acland using the Godly Play tradition.  
This telling will be offered in the Youth Hall.

We start with a meal at 6pm.  Save the date.   
More details to follow.         Contact Julie Perrin, 0409 019 987

YUCY
There’s been a lot of fun stuff going down in the world of 
students and youth in the life of BUC in the past month! The 
year 7 to 9 YUCY crew have been having epic fun times on 
their fortnightly Friday meet-ups, playing games, learning about 
refugee issues and singing and dancing along the way! The 
next YUCY meet up will be next Friday March 4th, followed 
by Tenebrae on Thursday March 24th. Term 2 YUCYs will 
commence on the first Friday back at school, April 15th and 
continue fortnightly.

YUCY OG
This year has seen the beginning of the self-named year 10 to 
12 group “YUCY OG” (Original Gangster) facilitated by Anita 
Brown Major and myself. We’re meeting up after church on 
the first Sunday of each month for coffee and chats about the 
service. We’re also having social dinners at the house of one of 
the students once a month! If you know a student in the year 10 
to 12 who might be interested this group don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with Anita or myself, we’d love to have them in our new 
community.

The group was 
commissioned and 
blessed during worship 
on Sunday 7th 
February.  It will be led 
by Anita Brown-Major 
and Anika Jensen.

Student House
Student House is also mighty fine, everyone’s back from their 
summer adventures and ready to begin the uni year! Our retreat 
on Friday and Saturday went down a treat and we’re excited to 
explore and evolve this community further this year!

Anika Jensen, Interim BUC Student and Youth Worker

Youth Hall Renovation

A joint working committee from the 
children and youth committee and 
property committee was formed including 
Ray Cameron, Dave Kruse and myself, 
Anita Brown-Major.

A budget of $15,000 was provided to 
make the hall workable and provide safe 
access for children in and out of the hall 
(ie. not through the external gates or door 
into the driveway).

 So far we have:
•	 Installed new doors on the south side 

of the hall.
•	 Removed doors on the West side (to 

be replaced with a window).

•	 Painted all internals including office.
•	 Done a huge clean out and lots of trip 

to the tip (big thanks to the property 
committee working bee).

•	 Removed old gas heaters and made 
good timber.

•	 Installed new power points in the 
hall and office (was only one in each 
area).

•	 Installed new cable for the office to 
get appropriate web access.

•	 Purchased bookshelves for the office 
(Big thanks to Saide, Ray & Matthew 
who braved Ikea).

•	 Installed kitchen shelves and painted 
outside doors (thanks Dave Kruse).

Still to do:
•	 Install windows in west wall and 

replace rotten window in the office.
•	 Complete outdoor path.
•	 Re- install bike rack.
•	 Install weather seal on new doors.

Hopefully the money with stretch to:
•	 Installing new storage in the hall.
•	 Installing blinds.

A big thanks to “Switch” who donated 
their Project Management service and 
gave us access to trades at cost price.

Thanks to Dave Kruse who has drawn 
up documentation for the external 
doors, windows and external works and 
completed hours of work completing jobs 
such as installing kitchen shelves.

Thanks to Ray Cameron and the Property 
Committee for organising working bees 
and completing the moving of furniture 
and removal of rubbish.  
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> News

Farewell to ...
During worship on 31st January 
we said farewell to Cassie 
DeFilipo.  Cassie has been 
worshipping with us for over a 
year, was a regular member of 
the Mulling group and enjoyed 
being a shepherd in our ‘It’s a 
Wonder’ pageant last year. 

Cassie is now in Chiang Mai, Thailand, conducting her doctoral research there about gender roles, the performance of masculinities, 
and the normalization of using female sex workers.  We sang ‘For you deep stillness’ and Ian offered a prayer.

Table Church
‘Come everything is ready!

God welcomes us and we welcome one another 

At the end of a long week, we welcome you to this table

Amen, It’s good to be here’

These simple lines open Table Church each week as we gather together, 
to share not only delicious homemade soup and bread but stories that 
have been important to us and our personal highs and lows of the 
week. It is a time for reflection, for praise, for celebration, laughter, 
prayer and support.   It is an opportunity to speak and to be heard with 
kindness and compassion and in Christian fellowship with each other. 
Our concerns for one another, for our church community and beyond are brought to God in the lighting of candles during the meal. 
With the liturgy guiding us and the caring provided by each other’s hospitality, this time has become precious and an anchor to the 
coming week.  It is a time that has given us opportunity to deepen friendship and to encourage each other in our walk with God.  We 
meet weekly between 6pm to 8pm and rotate the chance to host!  We are not a closed group and therefore if  you are interested to 
join our table please contact Tim Budge, 0412 051 574 or Ann Soo, 0422 842 244. 

Beth’s Induction
From the Scots School, Albury 
Facebook page

Today we inducted our new 
school chaplain for 2016, The 
Reverend Beth Donnelly. There 
was a great turnout from the 
school community to support 
Beth, which was followed up 
by a lovely morning tea get 
together. Welcome Beth!

Leaving ...
But not for long 

Mikul Denison has resigned from his role as Treasurer as he 
is leaving to Ukraine for 3 months, sometime near the end of 
March (dates not fixed at present). He will be working with Red 
Cross, establishing a new hospital project in the areas affected 
by the recent civil conflict.

Commissioning of Elders
During worship on 14th February Ann Soo, Daniel Broadstock 
and Kate Scull were commissioned as Elders of our 
congregation.  

Ian, Kate, Ann, Ray, Daniel, Shawn, Mikul, Meredith,  
(Andrea was not present)

The Elders and congregations made promises, Ian offered a 
prayer and we sang the blessing ‘May God’s sheltering wings’.
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Fair Trade Eggs
In Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa, children and young people are still 
trafficked and forced to harvest cocoa in order to supply our 
Easter chocolate. These trafficked young people, sometimes 
as young as 8 years old, seldom get any money, only the 
clothes they wear, food and somewhere to sleep. They work in 
dangerous conditions using machetes and chemicals and are 
often not taught to use them safely.

That’s why many of us choose to buy Fairtrade, Rainforest 
Alliance or UTZ labelled products. The label tells us that steps 
have been taken to prevent and disrupt this abuse.

It is great that some stores are increasing their range of certified 
Easter products. However, supplies are still limited and it is still 
sometimes difficult to purchase them. 

The Australian coalition of Stop the Traffik http://stopthetraffik.
com.au/ has some interesting information about how to have 
a traffic free Easter, including a Good Egg Guide showing which 
eggs are currently certified and where you can buy them. 

Food co-op

Once again the food co-op is offering Chocolatier Fairtrade 
Easter Eggs @ $7.50 ea, below the recommended retail price. 
However, they will not be delivered until the second weekend in 
March, which only gives us 2 Sundays to sell them. So this year 
we are giving you the opportunity to pre order your eggs. That 
way we can put them aside for you and you can pick them up 
and pay for them on Sunday 13 or 20 March or at food co-op 
on Saturday 19 March. 

Contact	Nicole:	nicolelowe20@hotmail.com or Christine 
Christine@hornby.id.au to order, or see us at church on 
Sunday.

Keep Cups
As I rode to work recently and stopped to pick up yet another 
throwaway coffee cup and then rode past a few more that I 
didn’t have time to collect, I mulled over what it will take to 
convince people that the slight inconvenience of carrying a keep 
cup, is worth the difference we can make to the environment. 

Too often I hear the following response to my efforts to 
encourage people to think about their takeaway, throwaway 
coffee cups. “I care about the environment and I care about the 
future	for	my	children	but	I	also	am	VERY	busy	and	I	NEED	my	
coffee. What can one person achieve anyway? Chemicals in the 
paper cup?  Oh well you’ve got die from something… it’s my 
only vice.”  

This is my story in response… 

Imagine a dream – the angel of the earth wakes you up and 
takes you for a little wander and shows you all the rubbish bins 
that are piling up with coffee cups and blowing off the top and 
into the drains, waterways and ocean… you fly across the earth 
watching your last little coffee cup finally bobbing in the ocean 
with a thousand others in a massive gyro, birds mistaking the 
bits of plastic as food, sea-life becoming entangled in the floating 
jetsam. 

Then the earth angel takes you on another journey… way back 
before the coffee cup was ever born.  Millions of years ago as 
the carbon is packing into the earth to create fossil fuels and then 
rushing forward to the last few thousand years as the trees grow 
into stunning lung filling forests. But wait, massive diggers are 
ploughing through the fragile desert bush or the rich dark forest 
to reach the fossil fuels deep in the ground, creating massive 
scars in the earth. You watch as the fuel churns through the 
factories to become your little plastic lid… Next you watch in 
horror as bulldozers clear-fell virgin bush, animals scattering and 
birds screeching as the trees fall about them. Then you watch the 
timber become pulp and churn into paper that forms your paper 
cup,  meeting up with the plastic again for its final jet of plastic 
coating to seal the inside. Finally, the angel gives you x-ray eyes 
to watch as the coffee is poured into your cup and the chemicals 
leach out of the paper and swirl in beautiful colours through your 
coffee…And the Angel invites you to take a sip…

Is my convenience REALLY 
so important that I can’t grab 
that keep cup or stop for 15 
minutes and actually enjoy 
a cup of real coffee in a real 
cup?  
       Meredith Budge

> A story

http://stopthetraffik.com.au/
http://stopthetraffik.com.au/
mailto:nicolelowe20%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Christine%40hornby.id.au?subject=
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Who are we?
Well we are a group of people (Meredith, Abi, Leanne, Kirsty, 
Saide, Julie) who have basically been inspired by the Asset 
Based Development Model developed by Jim Dyers.  After 
the conference held at CTM more than a year ago our small and 
enthusiastic committee facilitated two workshops from which 
four key projects/activities emerged:

•	 Non-violent	Direct	Action
•	 Cultural Conversations
•	 Safe places for children to play
•	 Olive Oil (sharing possessions, skills & interests) Registry

The first three have a life entirely of their own and all we need 
to do is celebrate the impact they have on who we are as BUC.  
Sadly the Olive Oil project remains on hold as we explore legal 
responsibilities and other related matters. 

Our un-meetings
A key learning from the conference is that we should avoid 
calling our time together meetings but rather call them a party 
so we almost always start by sharing a meal together.

In February we enjoyed a 
delightful summer BBQ with 
the Cameron family before 
getting down to business.  
We’d love to welcome more 
guests (i.e. committee 
members) to our dinners.

This year
In addition to offering ongoing support to the four ABCD projects 
we are committed to supporting:

•	 the Olive Way program 
•	 the Sydney Rd. Street Party on 6th March 
•	 promoting participation in Community events and rallies 

such as the Palm Sunday Peace March on 20th March.
•	 hosting the BUC Expo on 17th April
•	 curating the Tower Room Window displays
•	 further developing our relationships with the BIUC 

congregation and Stewart Lodge residents and 
•	 making connections with local indigenous groups.

Have a chat to one of us some time.

> FUNdraising News

> JAM News

Olive Pages
The Olive Pages, our collection of useful information and contact 
details is undergoing an annual update.  It will be published in 
March and available for collection after worship until the end of 
the month.  Remaining copies will then be posted out.

If you would like to receive the Olive Pages by email please 
contact saide.cameron@bigpond.com.

Can you help?
A key weekly task of the Communication Team is to prepare 
the slides for worship.  Last year we were fortunate to have 
four	people	offering	to	do	this	on	a	weekly	basis.		Now	two	
people have left and replacements are needed.  It’s a mostly 
straight forward task and all the songs are stored in Dropbox.  
Contact Saide, 0407 096 743 if you want to help out.

> Communication News

Coming Up
After	a	slightly	chaotic	year	of	FUNdraising	in	2015	Saide	and	
Glenice had a wonderful time planning a calendar of events for 
the	year	which	included	FUNdraising	and	Community	gathering	
events.  The calendar was discussed and added to by the 
Worship and JAM committees.  

FUNdraising Stalls will be held after worship once a term each 
time with a particular focus beginning with the Lenten Appeal 
on Palm Sunday, 20th March.  See the Lent focus, p10,

Three Major Events will be held, one each in terms 2,3&4.

•	 FUNdraising	Dinner	&	Auction,	18th June for the ASWC
•	 Public Street Stall, 13th August for our Disaster Relief Fund
•	 Public Jumble Sale & Sausage Sizzle, 15th October for the 

Olive Way 
As each event approaches we’ll be calling for volunteers to help 
make each of them a resplendent reality.

If you are already excited and want to offer your enthusiasm and 
expertise please do contact Saide, 0407 096 743

BUC Online
This humble button on the home page of our website has been 
sadly neglected for quite a few years.  Fortunately this has 
changed and it is now a relevant and up to date page.  

So what’s on offer?  You can:

•	 check out the list of publications that we provide
•	 access our actual Facebook page
•	 check out the three videos we currently have on Youtube, 

hopefully there will be more some time in the future
•	 and most importantly access our online calendar so that you 

can see what’s on and when.
Reports by Saide Cameron

mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/aboutus/keepingintouch.php
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> Regular Events
Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org.  

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.

Contact	Natalie	Sims	or	Shawn	Whelan,	ph.	9495	6120,	or	email	
sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au.

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evening, 6-7:30, shaped by a liturgy that invites 
us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for each 
other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

Everyone is welcome and you can come every week/fortnight or 
just as you are available.  If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574) or Ann 
(0422 842 244). 

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen & Art 
program - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New	volunteers	are	always	welcome.			 
Contact Fiona Bottcher, ph. 0421 027 467.

Meditation
There are four Meditation groups available
With Andrea:  Tuesday at 9.30am at Brunswick Uniting Church   
Contact Andrea Alvis, 0413 950 619, for more information. 
Recommencing on 9/2.
With Richard:  Wednesday at 8am or 5:30pm at 29 
MacFarland St.  Recommencing on 3/2.
On-line every Monday night at 9.30pm to 10.00pm
Contact Richard Arnold, 0407 796 429, for more information.

See ‘What’s On’ on our website for information about 
meditation events

Out and About Group
A social group for older, active women and men.  The group 
meets monthly to visit places of interest or simply enjoy 
sharing experiences over coffee. Some activities may involve 
an	entrance	fee	or	refreshment	purchase.		New	members	are	
always welcome. Contact Helen for further information.    
Mobile 0423 009 813 or  email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com 

Mulling
In February we attended the Ash Wednesday service followed 
by supper and then met again for brunch after worship on 21st 
February.

This month we are meeting on Tuesday 15th March.  Ian 
Ferguson will be our guest conversationalist speaking on 
something to do with ‘living faith in the world’.

Mulling is our monthly catch up/discussion/mulled wine 
appreciation club for young adults 25-35. 

Talk to Sarah Curnow for more info, 0422 223 842.

Book Club at BUC 
Wednesday 23rd March, 7.30 – 9 pm,  
Olive Way, Brunswick UC

First,	The	Night	Guest	is	a	masterful	
psychological suspense novel about trust, love, 
dependence, and fear. 

Second, we have decided to 
share some of our favourite 
picture books, so next month 
Christine will bring one of her 

all time favourite picture books, a very simple 
story about friendship and acceptance.

If you are interested in joining us speak to  
Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com or  
Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au. 

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Have you been to Food Co-op yet?
Opening Dates:  19th March, 16th April
Olive Way, Saturdays, 10 am – 12 pm.
For more information speak to Christine Hornby, 9386 8919  
or		Nicole	Lowe,	9354	5045

Saturday afternoon coffee
Meet at ‘Roy’s on Melville’, Melville Rd. West Brunswick, at  
2:30 pm, usually on the first Saturday each month. It’s very 
informal, and all women are most welcome.  For any queries 
regarding transport, contact Leanne Salau, 9386 1484.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/whatson.php
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> Reports
Church Council
Dear Friends, 

It is a pleasure to write to you again in the bloom of 2016. I 
am pleased to report that my secretaryship has survived the 
Christmas recess, despite the relentless destabilisation of 
malicious backbenchers.

Church Council began the year concentrating our minds and 
spirits at the annual Council retreat. We reflected upon the 
nature of spiritual gifts, and concluded that our Council is in fact 
the spiritual equivalent of the League of Gentlemen. Each of us a 
master of our own spiritual discipline, assembled to pull off the 
greatest escapade of all time: running a well-functioning church. 
Like the Fellowship of the Ring, yet mercifully without Frodo, 
who, as we all know, wilfully fails at every opportunity.

Council’s initial deliberations in 2016 have largely concerned 
two significant issues; the question of making our congregation 
available as a sanctuary for asylum seekers, and exploring how 
we might like our ministry team to look as we move toward 
replacing Carlynne. 

After a process of consultation with the congregation Council 
decided to pledge our church to become such a sanctuary, the 
reasons for which we have detailed elsewhere. There has not 
yet been any indication that we will be called upon to actually 
provide sanctuary, but we continue to consider how we would 
manage that situation should we be presented with such a 
request. Please come to us with any other questions you may 
have. 

At the end of 2015, Council appointed Anika Jensen to an 
interim role as Student House Coordinator, and Fiona Bottcher 
to an interim position as Olive Way Coordinator. We have also 
approved a request from the Children and Youth Committee to 
employ Anika for an additional 8 hours per week to coordinate 
the 10-12 youth group. Council has decided to renew these 
interim positions, readvertising and recommencing them from 
April until December 2016, in order to ensure that we have 
enough time to develop a ministry model for the permanent 
employment of a ministry worker/s to perform Carlynne’s former 
roles and to explore potential new ministries. Council hopes 
also to employ a Mission Planning Coordinator from June to 
November	2016,	in	order	support	this	process,	work	with	these	
other ministries, and begin to explore the areas in which we 
may launch new ministries. Council is particularly interested in 
exploring potential ministry opportunities in Fresh Expressions, 
social action and young adults. Discerning the final outcome of 
these ministry questions, and moving towards developing a new 
strategic plan, will be Council’s principal task in 2016.

On the financial side, Treasurer Denison presented Council with a 
final financial report for 2015, which showed an improvement in 
our budget bottom line, from a forecast deficit at the beginning 
of the year. We also hope to use some of the gifts we have 
received in 2015 to fund new ministry pilots which, if successful, 
could be funded by the congregation on a permanent basis. 

We invite you to the Congregational Meeting on the 28th of 
February to hear more on these matters and others. 
     Daniel Broadstock

Worship Committee
At our February meeting Ian invited us to reflect on the questions: ‘Where are we headed 
to in Lent?  Where are we right now?’  Answering his own question, ie that we are headed 
towards the Cross he then asked to look at the crosses on the table and select the one that 
we were drawn to and then share why.

We joyfully welcomed David Stephens to the worship committee and appreciated his 
enthusiasm and look forward to his creative contributions to the work of the committee.

Holy Communion - As a response to Ian’s desire to explore Holy Communion this year we 
discussed the way in which the servers ‘hold the space’ as Ian leads the Great Prayer of 
Thanksgiving.  Ian, Saide and Kirsty are going to be giving further thought to this.

Pageant Debrief - We are going to host a debrief some time in March, most likely after worship on Palm Sunday, 20th March.

Sydney Rd. Street Party - The worship space will be open for rest and reflection.  Visitors will be welcome to pray and light tapers 
if they wish.  Music will be playing and there will always be a member of the congregation in the space to respond to questions. If 
you would like to offer to sit for half an hour or an hour please contact Saide, 0407 096 743.

Holy Week Worship - Ian, Saide, David and Olivia will be meeting soon to plan worship.  See the Worship Calendar, p5, for details.  
Please note that we have moved the starting time for the Dawn service to 7:00am not 7:30am.  We are looking for volunteers to set 
up and provide breakfast.  All costs will be reimbursed.  Again please contact Saide if you are interested in assisting in this way.

As always our meeting included an in depth reflection on worship over the previous Sundays.  Our observations are included in the 
reflections that follow.  We offer particular thanks to Michael Cameron for his preparation of the 160 crosses which we are invited to 
take home as a focus for our prayers during the season of Lent and Simone Alesich for her living sculpture, see page 10.
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31/1 – Epiphany 5:  Luke 4:16-30, 1 Corinthians 13 The focus of the time with the children on this Sunday was the Blessing of 
the Sunday Morning Program.  The story and pictures can be found on page 11.  We agreed that having the teachers and assistants 
standing with the children offered a stronger sense of connection and that the giving of gifts to mark the beginning of a new stage 
rather than an ending is both counter-cultural and entirely appropriate.

The	focus	of	Ian’s	sermon	was	Jesus’	proclamation	to	the	people	of	Nazareth	that	he	had	
been sent to ‘proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour’.  Ian asked ‘What favour might we expect 
in this particular year, 2016?’ and offered some possibilities.

 He went on to say that Jesus was quoting from Isaiah 61 and that the prophet was using 
the theme of Jubilee to proclaim a new beginning for the people of Israel.  Ian said that Jesus 
takes the Jubilee laws and applies them to his ministry in terms of universal salvation. Ian 
affirmed that ‘It’s a big life changing world-renewing favour that God is offering this year and 
every year’.  Ian offered an explanation how the Greek word ‘dektos’ can be translated as 
both	favour	and	acceptance	to	explain	Jesus	response	to	the	people	of	Nazareth	‘‘I come 
to announce the Year of the Lord’s favour, God’s time of acceptance but I do not necessarily 
expect to be accepted, to find favour himself.  Speaking further about the experiences of Elijah 
and	Elisha	and	the	people	of	Nazareth	Ian	said	that	God’s	favour	is	a	transforming	acceptance	
and asked ‘Are we ready for that?’

Ian	spoke	about	his	own	experience	of	acceptance	as	a	10	year	old	moving	from	New	Zealand	
to Australia and commented on Stan Grant’s speech which he said is full of the paradox of 
acceptance and rejection. He said that indigenous injustice and asylum seeker torture intersect paradoxically with the multicultural 
melting pot that is Sydney Rd. and so many other places in Australia.  They intersect paradoxically forming a cross that points to the 
gospel.  

Ian concluded ‘Acceptance and rejection, favour and disfavour.  This is the story Jesus’ encapsulated by todays events in Nazareth.  
…  The rejection by the people of Nazareth does not stop Jesus; no rejection can close that open embrace, the year of the Lord’s 
favour.  Not even the cross can close that embrace.  The cross, that paradoxical symbol of rejection, which for us is the sign of God’s 
ultimate acceptance.  From the cross comes the resurrection and the ultimate truth that the rejection of God’s transforming love is 
never the end of the story.’

7/2 – Transfiguration:  Luke 9:28-36, Exodus 34:29-35 Julie and Ian talked about 
Transfiguration with the children using the three gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) 
exploring the differences and similarities.  They received lots of positive feedback in 
response to this form and will use it again to further explore the different emphases 
across the Gospels.  We affirmed the participation of young people in various parts of 
the liturgy including lighting the Christ Candle and offering prayers and laying symbols.

TTo help us explore the Transfiguration Ian shared the experience of his miraculous 
encounter with dinoflagellates on the beach at Black Rock and then showed a clip from the movie ‘Life of Pi’ which displays this 
bioluminescence in a miraculous way - light in life, light that shines in the darkness.  He said that this is the nature of God’s life 
among us, a wave of hope breaking with the wave of transformation and commented that in Luke’s Gospel that wave breaks in the 
person of Jesus.  He referred to John’s poetic writings about Jesus being the light that shines in the darkness and spoke about all 
the ways in which the light of Jesus is made manifest.  Returning to Luke’s gospel Ian pointed out that unlike the other gospels Luke 
associates that light with prayer.  He reminded us that mountaintops are risky places and that from the earliest days of our faith men 
and women have followed Jesus to inhospitable places to pray, to find union with God in the transfiguring light of love. 

Ian then turned our attention to the movement of Sanctuary started that week by the Anglican Dean of Brisbane, the Right Rev Peter 
Catt who said that we are reintroducing the ancient rite of sanctuary to give hope to those who must be feeling hopeless.  

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/sermons/sermons.php
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/sermons/sermons.php
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He concluded ‘A church doesn’t look like a mountain. It’s not obviously a risky place to go and pray.  But perhaps this offer of 
sanctuary while witnessing to the gospel of compassion and liberation, while saying we serve God before any earthly power, perhaps 
it might also remind us of the awesome mind blowing power of God’s love, love which 
breeches and breaks upon us in the life of Jesus, a life that was the light of all people, a 
light that shine sin the darkness.  We enter that light of prayer, become mirrors to reflect it, 
the light of hope in the darkness of despair, the light of love in the darkness of rejection, the 
light of justice and liberation in the darkness of oppression, imprisonment and torture, the 
transfiguring light, creative light, resurrection light.  Light that shines in the darkness and is 
not overcome by it.  May our church be such a mountain top place, a place of light, a place 
of love.  Christ’s place.’

Later in the service we celebrated Holy Communion.

10/2 – Ash Wednesday:  Matthew 6:1-6,16-21, Isaiah 58:5-12  Our Ash Wednesday service marked the beginning of the 
season of Lent during which we are asking and responding to the question ‘What must I lay down?  What must I take up?.  These 
questions are taken from a Lenten Prayer which has been reproduced on a postcard to be handed out a worship. Please email 
saide.cameron@bigpond.com if you would like to receive a copy of the postcard. A story with pictures from the service can be 
found on page 10.  The front of the postcard is part of this photo spread.

14/2 – Lent 1:  Luke 4:10-13, Psalm 91:1-2,9-16 This was a very full service which included the Commissioning of Elders (see 
page 13) and a Tribute to Dennis Shead (see page 3).  Despite the many elements 
we felt that everything had its appropriate place and the service flowed beautifully.  In 
addition to Simone’s living sculpture a key difference in our services during Lent has 
been to move the Prayers of Confession to be a time of response to the sermon.

The focus of Children’s Time was an introduction to the season of Lent through the 
story of Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness.  He invited the children to notice what looked 
different resulting in comments about the sculpture, the purple cloth and the missing 
candle.  Ian then invited Simone to talk about the sculpture, see page 10 for more about 
that.  We sang ‘Save us in the time of trial’ and offered the Lord’s Prayer in response.

Ian began his sermon ‘It’s Lent.  Jesus goes hungry in the wilderness for 40 days and during our 40 days of Lent we are called to join 
him.’  He asked ‘What’s in the wilderness for us?’  He said that in Bible the wilderness is a place of new beginnings and offered this 
definition of wilderness from the Bible Dictionary ‘Wilderness is a zone of liminality where individuals or groups encounter existential 
limits and where they are tested and transformed through numinous encounter’.  Ian said that the Biblical wilderness is a passage 
way, not a destination, a place where we enter into the new beginnings ... the wilderness brings us to the edge of who we are, our 
existential limits to enter into a new way of being, an encounter with the presence or absence of God’s Spirit, that’s what tests and 
transforms us there.’  

Ian then shared the tragic true story of Chris McCandless from the book and 
film ‘Into the Wild’.  He told us that ‘like Jesus, Chris never intended to stay  
and live in the wilderness nor did he mean to die there.  He was only doing 
what many people do - retreating to the wilderness to delve the depths of 
himself but he was rash and unprepared and died of starvation eating the 
wrong type of plant.  He drew clear similarities between this story and that of 
Australia’s true myth of Burke & Wills who similarly died in the desert eating a 
plant that they had not prepared correctly.  

Returning to Jesus’ time of testing he said ‘Jesus is starving and the tester says 
if you are the Son of God command this stone to become bread but he won’t do 
it.  That would be false food for him.  Bread that would fill his belly but starve his 
Spirit, like nardoo bread with the indigenous knowledge of how to prepare it.’

Concluding Ian asked ‘What fills us up but doesn’t feed us?  So many things in 
our world.  Our world is full of bread from stones.  So what is the true hunger 
we are called to embrace?  What is the wilderness into which the Spirit is 
leading you this Lent?  what must we lay down?  What must we take up?’

During the Prayer of Confession after the sermon Ian and Saide offered the 
Lenten Prayer with confessional responses.  We sang ‘In God alone’ and the 
congregation was invited to come forward and lay down their stone and take 
up a cross as a focus for reflection and prayer during the season of Lent.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/Resources/PDFs/Lenten%20Prayer.pdf
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/sermons/sermons.php
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21/2 – Lent 2:  Psalm 27, Philippians 3:17-4:1 We welcomed 
Kirsten Parris as our preacher while Ian was at the Transform 
Conference for the weekend.  Kirsten invited the children to help her 
pack for a journey, a 3 hour bush walk.  She asked them to help her 
decide what to leave and what to take.  Having sorted out the physical 
objects like a hat and a torch she then asked for advice about the 
things inside her that she needed to take.  They agreed that a sense 
of gratitude and patience were important.  She reminded us that 
we are all on the journey of Lent and that we are thinking about the 
things to take with us and the things to leave behind.  She then invited 
the children to take a cross and any adults who had not done so the 
previous week. 

Kirsten’s sermon reflected on and responded to Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  She explained that Paul is setting up a classic duality 
between us and them, ... those who are saved and those whose end is destruction.  She explored what the people in the second 
camp are up to explaining that they are focussed inwards on their own gratification .  She said that by implication those who belong 
in the good camp with Paul behave in the opposite way focussed outwards on heavenly things.  Kirsten questioned this black and 
white scenario asking ‘What about the middle ground between these two extremes where most humans find themselves’.  She said 
‘Given that the only way we can be on this earth is in our bodies we are both bodily and spiritual beings.  A simple either/or just does 
not make sense.’  Kirsten shared some goals that she had written on a notebook in 1995 to respond to the question of where does 
this duality leave us when we fall short or don’t meet the lofty goals we set for ourselves.  She said ‘What I’ve learnt over these 
years is that God is there in the in between spaces too.  We can connect with God, feel God’s presence, strength and comfort when 
we are in the messy middle surrounded by uncertainty or grief of disappointment.  She also spoke of the value of good intentions 
and of the need to slow down and be kind to ourselves and to make the space to reconnect with the sense of God in our lives.  She 
spoke briefly of the verse which makes reference to ‘the body of our humiliation’ offering an alternate translation ‘our humble bodies’ 
affirming that ‘He will transform our humble bodies with their strengths and their failings and their best efforts to the body of his glory’.

Kirsten concluded ‘As we travel on through this season of Lent may we find new hope in the journey and possibly a new direction 
or an unexpected destination because there are things to do before we consider claiming our citizenship in heaven and if everything 
turned out exactly as we planned there is much we might not experience and much we might not learn.’

She finished with this Leunig prayer:
God give us rain when we expect sun.
Give us music when we expect trouble.
Give us tears when we expect breakfast.
Give us dreams when we expect a storm.
Give us a stray dog when we expect congratulations.
God play with us, turn us sideways and around. Amen.

After	the	sermon	Natalie	and	Kirsten	led	us	in	a	time	of	confession	during	which	we	sang	‘Open	unto	me’. 
                         Saide Cameron

Property Committee
The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:

•	 The change of scope of the church roof works has been 
approved by Presbytery and Synod.  Heritage Victoria has 
approved the change of scope, providing a revised permit.  
The architect is proceed to prepare the roof contract in line 
with the approved scope of works.

•	 A gate has been installed on the east side of the ASWC.
•	 Plans have been prepared to install gas hot water unit in the 

student house should the existing hot water units require 
replacement.

•	 Silicone in the hall kitchen has been removed and reapplied.
•	 Fluro light fittings in the women’s toilets replaced.
•	 Installation of appropriate signage for the toilets in the hall 

and passageway.

•	 Modifications have continued on the Youth Hall, the gas 
heaters have been removed, the door on the west wall has 
been removed and prepared for a window, the walls have 
been repaired, the walls have been painted, installation of 
cat5 cable from the storeroom to the office.

•	 3 Compost Bins have been relocated away from the 
youth hall and located at the rear of 4 Merri St.   Abi will 
undertake management of the compost bins for a 6 month 
trial.

•	 Working Bee was held, windows cleaned, walls washed, 
youth hall re-arranged, lawn mowed, etc.

•	 Finalised the setting up of the solar system and the 
arrangements with our electricity supplier.

•	 The church’s telephone service has been fixed.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/sermons/sermons.php
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

March 6 Ian Ferguson
Lent 4, Holy Communion

March 24 Ian Ferguson, 7:30 pm

Maundy Thursday

April 3 Ian Ferguson
Holy Communion

March 13 Ian Ferguson
Lent 5

March 25 Ian Ferguson, 
Good Friday

April 10 Ian Ferguson
Welcoming Ceremony

March 20 Ian Ferguson
Palm Sunday, Ecumenical Walk

March 27 Ian Ferguson, 7:00 am

Dawn Service

April 17 Ian Ferguson, 
Culture of Safety

March 24 Ian Ferguson, 7:30 pm

Maundy Thursday

March 27 Ian Ferguson
Easter Day, Holy Communion

April 24 to be advised

Lent
A season of preparation and discipline that begins with Ash Wednesday and concludes at sundown 
on Holy Saturday.  During the forty weekdays and six Sundays in Lent, the Church remembers the 
life and ministry of Jesus and renews its commitment to him in Christian discipleship. 

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
6/3 Lent 4 Jos 5:9-12 Ps 32  2 Cor 5:16-2 Lk 15:1-3, 11b-32 P

13/3 Lent 5  Is 43:16-21 Ps 126  Phil 3:4b-14 Jn 12:1-8 P

20/3 Palm Sunday  Is 50:4-9a Ps 118:1-2, 19-29  Phil 2:5-11 Lk 19:8-40  P
         or Jn 12:12-16        
24/3 Maundy Thursday Ex 12:1-4, Ps 116:1-2, 12-19 1 Cor 11:23-26 Jn 13:1-17, 31b-35 P
      (5-10), 11-14      
25/3 Good Friday  Is 52:13-53:12 Ps 22 Heb 10:16-25 or Jn 18:1-19:42 B
       Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9    

Easter
The great fifty days of Easter includes eight Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil and 
concluding on the Day of Pentecost.  The season celebrates the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
27/3 Easter Day Acts 10:34-43 Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Cor 15:19-26 or Jn 20:1-18 W
 or Is 65:17-25  Acts 10:34-43 or Lk 24:1-12  
3/4 Easter 2  Acts 5:27-32 Ps118:14-29 Rev 1:4-8 Jn 20:19-31  W
  or Ps 150      
10/4 Easter 3 Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)  Ps 30 Rev 5:11-14 Jn 21:1-19  W
17/4 Easter 4 Acts 9:36-43 Ps 23 Rev 7:9-17 Jn 10:22-30  W
24/4 Easter 5 Acts 11:1-18 Ps 148 Rev 21:1-6 Jn 13:31-35  W 

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:
•	 Quotes being assessed to repair water/sewage pipe at the 

manse.
•	 Proceeding with the roof replacement once the contract is 

in place, the roof works are estimated to take 8 weeks.
•	 Manse cracks filled and painted.
•	 Re-measure the moisture in the soil under the church.

•	 Youth Hall works to continue: path, purchase and installation 
of new windows, new lock on the north door, purchase of a 
wireless router.

•	 Gutter on the youth hall to be replaced due to corrosion. 
•	 Investigating the professional cleaning of the hall kitchen 

multiple times per year to maintain them in a clean state.
•	 Seeking a lawn-mowing volunteer. 

               Ray Cameron

> Happy Birthday
Hannah Alvis, Matthew Alvis, Melissa Ashley, Clare Boyd-Macrae, David Cameron, Saide Cameron, Sue Collard, Meredith Dobson, 
Andrew Dickinson, Margaret Dyson, Geoff Findlay, Ian Findlay, Jaom Fisher, Dave Hall, Samuel Hall, David Howes, James Howes, 
Matthew	Lees,	Chantelle	Matthews,	Carlin	McNamara,	Danica	Mullen,	Alistair	Macrae,	Natalie	Papworth,	Bronte	Potter,	 
Nick	Salau-Thom,	Max	Tieman



March 2016 Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Lent 3  February 28 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson 

Student House Welcome 
11:00 – AGM & Lunch 

Bring a plate to share 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Revelation Series  

March 1 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 2 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 
 

 3 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – D&E C’tee 

 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY  

 5 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

Lent 4 6 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson HC, AA 

Sydney Rd. Street Party 
 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp  
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Revelation Series 

 8 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 9 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 
 

 10 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
\ 

 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent 5 13 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Revelation Series 

 15 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 16 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 17 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 19 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday 20 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

FUNdraising Stall 
Lenten Appeal 

Peace March Prep’n 
2:00 – Peace March 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 22 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 23 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
6:00 – Easter Storytelling 
7:30 – Pastoral Care C’tee 

Maundy Thursday 24 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
7:30 – Worship (IF) 
9:30 – Tenebrae  

Good Friday 25 
9:30 – Worship (IF) 
 
12:00 – Good Friday Lunch 
 
 
 

 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Day 27 
7:30 – Dawn Service &  

Breakfast 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson         HC 

 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 29 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 30 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 

 31 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

April 1 
  

 2 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

 


	March 2016
	3.March 2016

