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June 2016 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation
A theology of inclusiveness

This week the Premier of Victoria apologised to those who had been convicted under anti-homosexuality laws up to their 
repeal in the 1980s. He repented our society’s appalling misuse of the law to police a particular vision of human sexuality. 

In the same week, churches which follow the Revised Common Lectionary (as we do) were invited to reflect on Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians, a letter primarily concerned with confronting legalism in our faith. 

Paul was writing to a church riven by law into insiders and outsiders, those who observed religious law and those who 
did not. Paul argues that it is the grace of God, the unmerited divine favour towards humanity embodied by Christ and 
embraced through faith, that determines our relationship to God, not good deeds or legal observance on our part. In 
the light of this grace, human divisions fall away so that “there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28). This is the basis of 
Christianity’s radical inclusiveness.

It is ironic therefore that Paul in his letter to the Romans provides one of the few references in scripture (Romans 1:18-
32) that is used to condemn homosexual behaviour. Paul’s cultural standpoint leads him to assume things that we now 
know to be untrue. He assumes homosexual behaviour is against nature (whilst slavery and female inferiority are part of 
nature). We now recognise that homosexual orientation is part of nature, part of creation, part of God’s loving purpose for 
humanity (whilst slavery and female inferiority are not). Thus by an extension of Paul’s own argument in Galatians, we can 
say that sexuality together with race, class and gender, is one of the divisions that is washed away by the wave of divine 
grace. 

In the light of this, I am not comfortable saying that we are a congregation “inclusive of same gender attracted people”, 
because these words suggest heterosexual insiders and LGBTI outsiders. I prefer to say that we are a community called 
to embody the gospel of grace, God’s inclusiveness to all humanity not based on issues of race, culture, religion, gender 
or class and sexuality. Another word for this is love – we are a church which simply attempts to love one another as we 
have been loved by God in Christ. 

This week our State Parliament recognised and repented legalism gone wrong. I pray that the whole church of Jesus 
Christ might similarly repent the vestiges of its legalism and be the beacon of love we are made to be. 

Ian Ferguson
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> Sharing our Faith
A year in Nepal Michael and I have recently returned to Melbourne after 

a year volunteering in Kathmandu, Nepal. We went there 
with Australian Volunteers for International Development. 
Michael’s assignment was working with the Nepal 
Government’s Department of Water Supply and Sewerage, 
as a water engineer. I volunteered in various capacities, 
including teaching English conversation classes at a Tibetan 
NGO, running a book club at an orphanage, and working for 
the UN in the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs.  

We had many different impressions and experiences during 
our time in Nepal. Our experience was rich, colourful, scary, 
adventurous, busy, and sometimes slow. When we first 
arrived there were regular bandhs (strikes) where vehicle 
movement is not allowed and most businesses must shut 
their shops, or risk vandalism or getting burnt. This was 
only a taste of the difficulties we would face in a country 
that is politically and geologically unstable.

Bhaktapur - Nepali New Year

Patan Durbar Square 
before the earthquake

Tilicho Lake

Patan Durbar Square 
after the earthquake

Kathmandu post 
earthquake

We were on the first floor of our apartment. The ground rumbled, and the apartment violently shook. It felt as the though the walls 
and roof would collapse at any moment. The earthquake lasted for about 1 minute, the longest minute of my life. Our building 
amazingly withstood the shake and we were both fine. The days to follow were quite stressful amidst the aftershocks. We spent 
a couple of nights sleeping outside, and other volunteers were evacuated back to Australia. We, and a few volunteers, decided 
to stay and help in the relief efforts. I was able to help at the UN coordinating the flow of people and information around the relief 
effort. Michael’s role changed to assist with the Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene cluster group helping to coordinate the international 
humanitarian response. The earthquake destroyed the lives of many Nepalis, who are still recovering from the damage. 

Living in Kathmandu is vibrant, hectic and full on. It is a city full of history, tiered temples, stupas, and many sights, sounds and 
smells. It is a city choked by bad planning, pollution, and inefficient government. Despite this the people are very resilient, and 
friendly. We were often humbled by their generosity towards us. People would always be willing to chat and help you out, and kids 
would always wave and shout hi or namaste.  

Nepal really made us appreciate the little things in life. We are so lucky to have 24-hour electricity, clean water, clean air, and a 
stable country and environment. It also made us really appreciate family and friends. Family and community are central to the lives 
of Nepalis. We observed the ways communities and families would work together. Neighbours would get together to celebrate 
festivals and important occasions. Interaction with their neighbours and community occurs as a part of their everyday life. 

81% of the population are of Hindu faith, 9% Buddhist, 4% Muslim, and the other percentage is made up of other faiths including 
Christianity. It was interesting living in a country whose main religion was not Christianity. Religion plays an important role in 
Nepalese life and society, and is evident in the daily lives of the Nepali people.  Their days often started with offerings and rituals, 
and influenced many aspects of their lives. Whilst the rituals and beliefs where different to Christianity and often difficult to 
understand, we recognised similar themes to our own culture. 

Nepal is one of the most beautiful places I have ever been. Despite the pollution, the city with its history is charming in its own way. 
However, the real beauty lies in the mountains. Nepal has the highest mountains in the world, including Mount Everest (known to 
the locals as Sagarmatha). We had an amazing year exploring the country. 

We spent our first few weeks settling into our new life, in a country full of rich culture and 
religion. Then on April 25th at 11:56am, our lives were rocked by a 7.8 magnitude earthquake. 

Gokyo Lakes Trek - view of Mt. EverestWe frequently went mountain biking, and 
trekking, and also had the opportunity to go 
white water rafting and paragliding.  We 
went on a couple long treks, including the 
Annapurna Circuit (21 days), and Gokyo 
Lakes (12 days), where we had magnificent 
views of Mount Everest. Trekking in the 
Himalayas is one of my most memorable 
experiences.
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> Index

> Worship Calendar

June
On Sunday 5th June our Ministry Team will be participating in 
the meeting of Synod.  

The worship committee will plan and lead worship and Janet 
Reus-Smit will preside over Holy Communion.  Worship will be 
shaped around the theme ‘Together for a World made whole’ for 
World Environment Day celebrated on this date.

Ian will also be away for the following two weeks returning to 
work on Tuesday 21st June.

Rev (Deac) Peter Beale preach on Sunday 12th June.

Graeme Garrett will preach on Sunday 19th June.

Acknowledgement of the Share Winter Appeal will be included 
during worship on Sunday 26th June.

Synod 2016
See News, p 15 for details about the opening service and BUC 
members participating in the business meeting.

ASWC FUNdraising event
Check out FUNdraising News on p 9 for details about the Dinner 
& Auction to be held on Saturday 18th June.  Book your spot 
as soon as possible.

JAM Events
See p 13 for all the details for the Election Forum (21/6), 
Refugee Week (18-25/6) and the Ration Challenge to be 
combined with our next Community Lunch (28/8).

1. Meditation

2. A Year in Nepal

3. Worship Calendar, Special Events, 
Pastoral Care News - Personal Prayer Ministry

4. Pentecost Sunday - Fabric of our Community

5. Pentecost Sunday - Worship

6. Pastoral Care News - Community (Church Camp)

7. Pastoral Care News - Community (Church Camp)

8. Pastoral Care News - Community (Church Camp)

9. FUNdraising News

10. CY&YA News

11. CY&YA News, Student House Faith Spot

12. News from Olive Way, D&E News

13. JAM News

14. News - ArtStop program

15. News

16. News, Culture of Safety, Happy Birthday

17. Regular Events

18. Reports:  Council, Worship

19. Reports:  Worship

20. Reports:  Worship, Property

21. Reports:  Property; Preaching Plan, Lectionary

22. Diary

> Special Events

> Pastoral Care News - Personal Prayer Ministry
From time to time we are all confronted with situations which 
are stressful and with which we feel overwhelmed.  The PC 
team has gathered together a group of caring members who 
have promised to spend some time each day lighting a candle 
and praying a prayer which includes the names those who have 
requested this.  

This is a personal and confidential act and we do not need to 
know why you have requested prayer if that is your wish.  We 
believe that God knows the innermost workings of our hearts.

If you wish to be included and prayed for please just telephone 
or email Glenice Cook or Ian Ferguson.  Prayers will be offered 
every day and continue until you request to be withdrawn.  Each 
Friday the Prayer group will be emailed the names of those 
participating.

If you know of someone who may need prayer please feel free to 
ask them if this would be helpful and forward their name to us.

Glenice Cook

Annapurna Circuit TrekOur time in Nepal was very rewarding. It was a time of personal discovery and learning, 
which will shape the way we live our lives. Overall it was a positive experience, and we will 
remember our time there fondly.  
              Jacquie Tolhurst
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> Pentecost Sunday - Fabric of our Community
Our Church tower room is awash with the Pentecost colours of red, orange, yellow and white and currently displays a felted and 
textured wool piece created by all members of our congregation on Pentecost Sunday (15th of May).  Pentecost challenges us to 
consider unity and diversity in equal measure and celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit. To capture this, the process of felting 
became symbolic as strands of wool and silk were merged using soapy water to create a single piece of fabric. It was a celebration 
of individuals coming together to form one body and one community of believers. We were reminded of Acts and the events of the 
early church when the spirit descended like a dove upon the disciples. 

A group gathered at BUC the day before Pentecost Sunday to lay the foundation piece. This 
piece measured 3 metres in length and consisted of five layers of unspun dyed wool called 
wool rovings. Pieces of white silk were dyed a rich brown and integrated with the fibres. 
The result was a cloudlike formation which lay perpendicular to the communion table during 
Worship on Pentecost Sunday. The children scattered handmade white felt doves across its 
length in response to the readings and the story. All members of our congregation followed 
by adding embellishments of wool and silk to the foundation piece before a vigorous process 
of felting took place during morning tea.  It was a delight to witness so many participants 
saturating the piece with soapy water, rolling and throwing the felt into its final form.  It was a 
genuine community based activity and rewarded by the interaction and joint creation of this piece. 

The felted piece will 
be a table runner for 
our communion table. 
It is temporarily being 
displayed in the tower 
room symbolising the fabric 
of our community which 
celebrates both unity and 
diversity. 

Ann Soo
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> Pentecost Sunday - Worship
We gathered for 
worship on Pentecost 
Sunday, 15th May.  
Looking out over the 
congregation offered a 
delightful view of people 
variously clad in red in 
celebration of the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.  We 
experienced audio and 
visual reminders of the symbols of the Holy Spirit - wind and flame - leading into Olivia’s 
offering of a breathtakingly beautiful Call to Worship.

The acknowledgement of country was offered followed by prayers of adoration and 
confession during which we introduced a Swahili prayer response which means 
‘Come, come Holy Spirit, come.  Jacky joined the musicians to lead the response.

Ian engaged the children in the telling of the gift of the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts 
with whirlies, percussion and the whole congregation calling out ‘God is love’ three 
times.  Ann explained the amazing felting project and invited the children to place 
doves on the prepared felt.

Having listened together to the story of the Tower of Babel 
from Genesis Ian reminded us during his sermon that the 
activity of Pentecost is seeing, hearing and speaking.   He 
asked us ‘So what do you see?  Listen, what do you hear?  
Speak what will you say?’  We responded coming forward 
to lay our own threads on the Pentecost cloth.  During the 
Prayers of the People we prayed that God would waken us 
with fire, lighting a candle for the world, the church and 
the community.

Olivia sent us out with this blessing

Let us go out into the world’s infinite complexity of systems and scales 
knowing that where there is a division, two boundaries also touch to meet.
In this space, rests the Holy Spirit, listening. 

And perhaps if we open our hearts, we may hear God’s response, 
calling us in a language, known to us, 
ready to inspire creativity, generation and learning. 
Unifying through diversity.

Go to look, listen and speak with the blessing of God
the Source, the Word and the Breath of love. Amen.     

                                           Saide Cameron
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> Pastoral Care News - Community
Church Camp
Seventy people gathered over the weekend of 20th-22nd April to enjoy an absolutely wonderful time away explore the theme 
of “Love - no strings attached” both intentionally and experientially.  Friday evening was a time of gathering and settling in with 
lots more people arriving on Saturday morning, some for the day and some for rest of the weekend.  Comments from campers are 
included in italics.

Ian’s opening workshop began with Natalie 
leading us in singing ‘Love the Lord your God’ 
and we were in very fine voice.  We  enjoyed 
some Ian David games including ‘Dude’, telling 
the story of the Good Samaritan in groups of 
five - one sentence at a time and the hilarious 
‘Angels & Nemesis’.  We shared stories about 
ourselves with a partner.  Ian drew our attention to the focus on ‘doing’ in the story of the Good Samaritan:  The lawyer asks ‘What 
must I do’.  Jesus says ‘Do this and you will live’ and ‘Go and do likewise’.  This is a story that requires a response from us.  

Then it was time for a bushwalk with Nicole in the lead or just some time to relax before lunch.  After a lunch of outrageously 
fabulous soup in four varieties, camp baked sourdough bread and Irish soda bread we had the option of a Bible study, relaxing or a 
range of amazing craft activities with a particular focus on the Sunday Morning Program chairs.  Four beautifully themed chairs were 
completed.

Everyone pitching in 
- old and young - to 
decoupage the little 
chairs

Thank you Meg for 
beautiful screen 
printing images

During the study thirteen of us explored the complexity of the passages from 
Romans 13 and our theme reading ‘The Good Samaritan’ Luke 10:25-37.  Ian read 
us extracts from Martin Luther King Jnr’s ‘Letter from the Birmingham jail’ in which 
he writes about just and unjust laws.  We agreed that the story encourages us 
to consider who our neighbour is and what we might learn from them.  We also 
reflected on the act of civil disobedience which our congregation may be called to 
participate in as a church offering to be a Sanctuary to asylum seekers.

But WHAT are we going 
to do about Sanctuary?

Ultimate Frisbee followed afternoon tea and was greatly enjoyed by all 
participants.

Ultimate Frisbee was excellent ... until I twisted my ankle.  It was then fun 
playing cards.

I loved played frisbee - Tameka

And Tameka scored the winning goal in Frisbee!
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Our evening meal featured long standing camp 
traditions of pasta bake, apple crumble and 
the highly regarded, greatly desired sticky date 

pudding.  Musical entertainment was a new addition to the dinner experience.

Daniel:  ‘If this sticky date pudding was a religion ...’ 
Ian:  ‘You’d be a fundamentalist?’ 
Daniel:  ‘Oh, yes/’

The camp concert was, once 
again, gloriously entertaining 
and included Ian playing 
the didgeridoo, ‘I love 
watermelon’ and a number 
of other songs, a string 
ensemble (with a difference) 
from the Moorhouse Clan, 
a ballet performance from 
Mathilda and Ingrid, poems 
from Richard, ‘My Cat Maisie’ 
with the Camerons, story 
telling with Steph and Julie.

Mathilda’s ballet turn - 
unforgettable!

People saw out the evening 
either getting an early night’s 
sleep, playing games, singing 
or simply enjoying being in 
community.
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We prepared and offered worship together which included songs, prayers, a very dramatic performance of the Good Samaritan 
story, a celebration of Holy Communion and a very exuberant flying of paper aeroplanes to send messages of love around the room. 
Q:  Who are the characters in the BUC Camp Good Samaritan Play? 
A:  a snail, several snobs, 2 Good Samaritans, 1 beaten up traveller and many hospitable innkeepers offering a cosy bed and 
nourishing food. 

During rehearsal of the Good Samaritan an alarm went up because folk in the hall thought our injured traveller was a human in real 
trouble.  “First Aid” they cried.  “It’s okay” we said.  (We looked around and couldn’t see what the problem was.)

Hilarious that during rehearsal for Good Samaritan drama Steph saw Jenny lying on the ground and thought we had a medical 
emergency! - called for First Aid! 

Thanks to all the children and children-at-heart who volunteered to do stuff in our Good Samaritan play 

Loved those paper planes.  
Thanks Fiona MacDowall for 
that idea, especially with the 
lovely messages inside.

And then it was time to prepare for leaving with clean up, a very enjoyable sausage sizzle and the 
totally outrageous Camp Auction with the unparalleled Alistair Hunter.

Loved the auction - such fun, and great generosity.
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And in case you need further encouragement here are some 
general comments about the whole experience.

Church camp is a beautiful chance to begin to know new people 
and to know familiar people better.

Fun games, good community sharing, beautiful worship including 
Jenny being beaten up by robbers - lucky that Samaritan came 
along.

# the cup song!!!

When peace and love collide you get a happiness rainbow.

Cool Camp!  country, crowd, cockatoos, conversation, 
community, cooking, carols, craft, conservation, concert - comfy, 
cosy CAMP!!

#I solemnly swear that I am up to no good!!!!

Always fun, always excellent

Saide Cameron

Thanks were offered to our Camp Committee - Glenice Cook, Shawn Whelan and Rachel Beagley.  Glenice has once again declared 
that this is her last year on the committee.  She has years of wisdom and experience to share and would love to pass it on.

Save the date for next year’s camp - 26th-28th May 2017.  Don’t miss it.

> FUNdraising News
Share Appeal Stall
Thank you to everyone who contributed to and purchased from the stall after worship on 15th May.  We sold succulents, preserves, 
biscuits and cakes, clothes and aprons raising a total of $442.50 for the Share Winter Appeal which will be held in June.  A small 
presentation about the Share Appeal will be included during worship on 26th June.

ASWC Dinner & Auction
The FUNdraising committee (Saide, Glenice and Linda) have mixed 
things up this year so that we only have one big evening event for the 
year.  So this is it, please don’t miss it.  The details are attached but 
essentially we want you to book your tickets/table for the FUNdraising 
Dinner & Auction on Saturday 18th June to support the work of the 
Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre.

The Auction will feature nine high quality items, a number of which 
you might like to form a consortium to bid for.  

There will also be a Silent Auction of about 15 items, mostly services 
that we think many of us will be able to make excellent use of.

The Auction List will be published in the next week or so.

Tickets - $60 and $20 concession.  Bookings by 5th June to allow for catering arrangements.  We’d love to have a minimum of 10 
tables of 8 to make sure that this is a really fabulous evening.  Contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743.

Check out the details and book your table soon as this will help our very excellent Olive Way Chef, Peter Murphy, to organise the 
catering.

Disaster Relief
And coming up later in the year to support Disaster Relief efforts (we want to be ready to support requests as they emerge).

Saturday 6th August - We will host the sausage sizzle at the Albert St. Safeway/Woolworths.  Please be ready to put your name 
down on the roster for the day.  No preparation required which is excellent.  Elaine is organising a busking program to entertain 
sausage buyers and supermarket customers.  Please let Elaine know if you would like to be a busker (0434 671 109).

Saturday 15th October - We will hold a jumble sale at the church.  It’s going to be loads of fun and we’ll be looking for people to 
help organise the event.  Lots more details of our vision for this event will be made available next term.

Olive Way Program
You might remember that the Great Envelope Stuffing exercise earlier in the year enabled us to raise our annual FUNdraising 
commitment to the Olive Way program.

Saide Cameron
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News

Ian David, Artist-in- 
Residence for MAY 

Sixteen people attended the drama games workshop Ian David 
offered us on Sunday 1st May. Much laughter was heard in 
the Youth Hall, a huge number of games were taught. If you 
ever needed evidence that people learn when they are open and 
relaxed, this was the moment! 

Thanks to Ian David for the inspiration and the demonstration of 
clear and playful teaching. He makes it look easy and we know 

this is out of his long experience, but even if we are first timers 
at these games, the fun of it brings us together.

It has been interesting to observe Ian teaching SMP in the 
weeks following this workshop and to see how he keeps the 
momentum of the game to carry the energy of the group rather 
than getting too ensnared in negotiations!  Cleared space and 
clear invitations seem to be a key, as well as holding onto that 
vital link to the intention of the SMP theme.

The Little Chair Project continues
Our goal is to get the little chairs decoupage project 
completed this term. We had a great afternoon at church 
camp with many hands on deck working on them. The chairs 
are themed: so far we have the 23rd Psalm, Bike riding, a 
prayer chair, food and graces, a couple of chairs depicting 
Bible stories and  a couple of chairs of Jesus stories. 

When people ask me where the pictures come from they are both surprised and bemused by my 
answer. I confess I am cutting up old Sunday School materials, but people seem to get it when I say I 
would rather the pictures are being looked at on chairs than closed away in little-used books!

The task is fairly labour intensive in the preparation but the actual placing and pasting is quite 
meditative and pleasurable. The results are delightful which we hope will be enjoyed by children and 
adults alike.

Crafternoon plans
The chair project has been a great reminder of the calming 
experiences of craft making. Similar to our enjoyment of the 
games workshop, CYYA are planning a Craft making workshop 
for adults and young people early in term 3. We find folk are 
often hesitant to offer to lead SMP and AAW for lack of a 
repertoire and feeling they will be stuck for ideas. I think there 
is a call for all of us into the enjoyment of these ways of playing. 
I am hoping it will be feel easier for folk to put their hands up if 
they enjoy themselves at these workshops.

Outdoor space 
Beginning this Sunday there will be low key consultation with 
the congregation about ideas for enjoying the outdoor spaces 
at BUC. Darren White is arranging photo boards with pictures 
contributed by members of ABCD, Property Committee and 
CYYA  to stimulate thoughts about what we could do to enhance 
our grassed area and outdoor playspaces.
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> Student House Faith Spot

Lloyd Pendergast
I am in my final year of university, studying secondary education. 
This is my third year in the student house program. I moved 
to Melbourne from the High Country about three years ago to 
study, and since then I have really enjoyed getting involved in 
Melbourne life, and particularly in the BUC community.

For me, faith in God is the most important part of my life. St 
Thomas Aquinas said that with good friends, even the most 
fun things can become tedious. This is true but I think it is even 
more relevant when applied to God: without a relationship with 
Him, everything else falls out of focus and seems meaningless. 
For this reason, I am so grateful for the spiritual journey I have 

been on these last years and for all who have walked with me 
through it.

I love the hill country where I was born and go back often to 
work and see my family, who raise cattle in that area. I hope 
to work somewhere in the country when I finish my degree. I 
feel incredibly lucky to be a part of 
this community, which is so full of 
inspiring people and has supported 
me so much. Please feel free to come 
up to me for a chat anytime - I look 
forward to getting to know you all 
more!

YUCY and the OGs
YUCY has been swimming along in lovely and sometimes 
surprising ways! The year 7-9 crew have been having a rad 
old time (I hope) at our fortnightly Friday night meet ups! It’s 
been some diverse fun times; last Friday we bounced around at 
Latitude and the fortnight before that we hung out with Jacky 
and heard about her amazing story in reaching Australia from 
Zanzibar. 

NOTE: We won’t be having YUCY over the Queen’s Birthday 
weekend as so many of the crew will be away - we’ll have a 
YUCY the following Friday night, 17th June.

The OG crew (years 10-12) are also just ridiculously cool (can 
you believe how awesome the people at our church are?! Well 
meet the teenagers, they will blow your socks off). In early May 
we had an AHHMAZING curry night at Hannah’s place - so, so 
good. And we’ve got a fair few sneaky fun things coming up! 
Including brunch with Anita Major (Sunday 5th June)!

Student House Newz
The student house crew are deep in the grips of first semester, 
but seem to be keeping their cool while finding precious time to 
build community. For student house dinner last Thursday 19th 
May, we shared a wonderful evening with several other wise 
young adults of the BUC community with Padraig O Tuama. I 
cannot express how special it was to share a meal and listen to 
each other’s most personal and sacred insights held with such 
wisdom and interest from Padraig. It was a wonderful evening, 
with more dessert than dinner and lots of gentle yet powerful 
insights. 

Apart from that, keep the student house members in your 
prayers as they labour through the last few weeks of semester!

Anika Jensen, Student House & YUCY Co-ordinator

Youth Hall re-furbishment
The new blinds have gone into the Youth Hall and the Church 
Office, they look great. The blinds will aid in preserving heating 
and cooling, privacy and the capacity to block out light and show 
movies.  Thanks to Ann Soo for overseeing the ordering and 
installation of the blinds.

The new window has gone into the West wall – the outlook is 
beautiful. CYYA are delighted that due to this window and the 

removal of the old door onto the driveway we now have safer 
access and sightlines into the youth hall.

New windows have been installed into the church office, old 
frames were rotten, so the office has a new cleaner brighter 
look.

Thanks to Anita and Adrian Brown for the work of Switch in 
building and installing these windows. 
    Julie Perrin, C&Y Co-ordinator
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If the shoe fits
Olive Way has been bursting at the seams with talent once 
again this month with the Sydney Road Opera Company (SROC) 
giving us a rousing, toe tapping, performance of their premiere 
show “If The Shoe Fits” on Thursday 5th May.  

We celebrated with a sweet treat morning tea and left with big 
smiles. A great big thanks to Damien, David, Leanne, Janet and 
all the talented cast who put the show together. We can’t wait 
for the next performance!

The SROC performance did have its sad side however, as we 
said farewell to the much-loved David Stephens, who’s smile, 
toasties and piano lessons will be greatly missed. We wish him 
all the very best in his new job.  

Thanks for the Art
I would also like to take this opportunity to express my 
most sincere thanks and gratitude to the BUC council and 
our wonderful congregation members for their ongoing and 
generous support of Artstop, the art program that many of 
our community members attend.  

The program is due to have a 3 month break, due to funding 
restrictions, but thanks to your support and the collaboration 
between Arts Access and BUC, the program will now 
continue from June to August.  This is great news as the 
program provides our artists and participants with a much 
loved and valued space to create in community, with     

      exciting plans for performances and exhibitions soon – stay 
      tuned!

A very big thanks to Ann and Leanne for their passionate support 
and advocacy and also to Aliey, Richard, George and Ara for their 
vision and commitment to providing such a great program and 
allowing the incredible talents of our community to flourish.

Are you available?
We are keen, really keen, to hear from anyone who wants to 
volunteer, in any way!

If you think you’d be interested in getting involved in the fun and 
companionship that is Olive Way, drop in for a chat or contact 
me on the details below.  It doesn’t matter how much time, 
energy or the “how and what” you can do, we need all sorts of 
volunteers. 

If you can only come in every now and then perhaps you could 
be in our “back up team.” Or if you’d like to do a bit of cooking, 
help clean up at the end of the day, just sit and chat or if you 
have any other ideas of how things might be done, we need you!

Our doors are open to everyone and we hope to see you at Olive 
Way soon.

Fi Bottcher, Olive Way Coordinator,  
feigh.b@gmail.com, 0421 027 467

> News from Olive Way

> D&E News
Twenty enthusiastic people gathered to spend a delicious couple of hours with Padraig O Tuama on Monday 16th May.  There 
is something entirely fabulous about participating in a conversation with an engaging, wise and knowledgeable scholar who also 
happens to be an Irish poet.  Padraig invited us to explore ‘Raw stories of the 
women and men in Genesis’ in the two part series ‘Once upon a time in Eden’.  
Among other things we were asked to offer the first line of a favourite book 
(listen to the recording to find out why) and name a character in Genesis that 
intrigued us.   Padraig reminded us that the poetic flow of the original Hebrew 
is lost in the English translation which impacts on the way we hear the stories.  

Join us for the second evening with Padraig on Monday 30th May when we 
explore Noah’s story in greater detail.

If you want to listen to the recording  
email saide.cameron@bigpond.com

mailto:feigh.b%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
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> JAM News
The JAM/ABCD crew met on Wednesday 25 May and enjoyed 
a delicious meal while we attended to business.

Election Forum
We discussed arrangements for the forum.  Flyers and postcards 
will be available soon for people to put up in local cafes and 
other venues.  If you are a member of the BUC Facebook group 
please take a moment to share the post.  Closer to the evening 
we will welcome contributions for a light supper.

BUC Expo
We were delighted with the number of people who stayed on 
during Cafe Morning Tea to listen to the presentations.  With so 
many groups presenting - it was quite overwhelming to learn 
how much is going on at BUC! We do hope that there are still 
some BUC folk still looking for new and different things to do!  
Many groups are in need of more members! JAM/ABCD would 
love some more members - although we are very pleased to 
welcome David Stephens to JAM/ABCD! We know that the 
Food Coop is just one of many other groups that would love 
more members to support their activities.  

All the groups who set up displays at the Expo are encouraged 
to do so again at the next Cafe Morning Tea on 17th July.

Next year the Expo will be held over two Sundays which we 
hope will allow more time for follow up and discussion.

Refugee Week
Refugee Week is celebrated from 18th-25th June.  There’s a 
lot happening both before and during the week including:

• Chasing Asylum (Refugee Legal Fundraiser) at Cinema 
Nova, 2 & 8/6

• Refugee March, 18/6

• Our FUNdraiser Dinner for the ASWC, 18/6

• Launch of Refugee Week, 19/6, 3-8pm

Play spaces
Members of JAM/ABCD also joined the C&YC to explore ideas 
for a multi-aged play space in the back garden - we are all 
excited to about engaging everyone at BUC to work with Darren 
White to design low cost interactive play areas at BUC. 

Tower Room Window
The displays in the Tower Room Window provide a unique way 
of telling just a little of our story to the Sydney Rd. community.

• At the moment our beautiful Pentecost felt is on display.

• Later in the month we plan to offer a display for Refugee 
Week.

• We’re very excited about plans for a series of installations 
from the ArtStop program coming up for six weeks over 
July-August.

The JAM committee wants to acknowledge the time and effort 
put in by Saide & Ray Cameron to clean up the Tower Room 
which had become very untidy and difficult to access as a result 
of burglaries and what appeared to be various items simply 
being put there for storage.  Please respect this space which 
is used for displays, for prayer before worship and providing a 
window into our worship space on Sunday mornings.  

Moreland Energy Foundation
Meredith met with Jason Cox from the Moreland Energy 
Foundation who is keen to provide us with lots of great tools 
and resources to become a greener and more climate friendly 
community. More to come - watch this space!  

NAIDOC Week
NAIDOC Week will be celebrated from 3-10/7.

We’ll let you know about events closer to these dates.

Act for Peace
We will be meeting with Jeff Wild from Act for Peace on 7th 
June.  Jeff will be providing information about how we can 
further support and become involved in the work of Act for 
Peace. 

The Ration Challenge is officially happening over Refugee Week 
however we will be participating in this challenge in a slightly 
different way for our Community Lunch after worship on 28th 
August which just happens to be Refugee Sunday (not the 
same as Refugee Week).  The challenge will be to eat the same 
sort of meal as that of a Syrian Refugee.  More on this next 
month.

Saide Cameron

https://www.facebook.com/groups/122662799375/
https://www.facebook.com/ChasingAsylum/
http://rac-vic.org/2016/04/18/5pm-18-june-rally-close-manus-close-nauru-bring-them-here-no-votes-in-abuse/
file:www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/Dinner%2520A4.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/refugee-week-launch-melbourne-tickets-25664183263
http://www.mefl.com.au
http://www.mefl.com.au
http://www.naidoc.org.au
http://www.actforpeace.org.au
https://actforpeace.rationchallenge.org.au
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> News

Artstop program
Last month’s Olive Branch featured some 
unique and colourful photos of an exhibition 
at the SOMA gallery on Sydney Road (next 
door to Bunnings) in late April. All the 
artworks were created by the artists from the 
ARTSTOP programme which gathers for two 
and a half hours each week at the Olive Way. 
The artists are a talented and passionate 
group having amassed a substantial body 
of work over the last four years. Therefore, the exhibition was 
a burst of colour and narrative in different styles and mediums 
curated under the title of SOMATICA. 

Essential to the process, are the professional artists from Arts 
Access Victoria who work alongside and extend the existing 
talent in the room.  The lead artists are named Richard Kerville 
and George Aki and together with our church volunteers, they 
have created a safe art space and connection which goes 
beyond materials and paper. Each week, the artists consistently 
look forward to this time where creativity is privileged and each 
work given space to unfold naturally. It is a space that not only 
supports art and but in parallel, supports the wellbeing of each 
participant who have an individualised programme. In this way, 
the Artstop programme is also about maintaining good health 
and promotes art as a therapy. Their funding body is Arts Access 
Victoria and their key aim is to bring art to everyone with specific 
interest to those who may not be able to access the opportunity 
in the community. 

This year has seen a positive shift in the collaboration amongst 
not only artists and lead artists but with our church community.  
Rev. Ian Ferguson, Fi Bottcher, Leanne Salau and Ann Soo 
were invited to join the Artstop committee which collaborates 
bi-monthly, to consolidate the group and envision for the future. 
In this context, our committee members became aware that 
funding for this programme ceases over the winter months 
(i.e. from June to August). This raised a number of concerns 
including isolation and loss of continuity which is essential to 
both artmaking and psychological health.  In response to these 
concerns a submission was written and submitted to Church 
Council at the May Church Council Meeting. The request was 
for financial support of this programme over a nine-week period 
commencing end of May.  The submission was accepted and 

in the first instance, the congregation were 
given the opportunity to make a donation. 
Along with this affirming  response, Church 
Council have agreed to underwrite the rest of 
the amount. 

This action demonstrates the positive 
outcome of a collaborative approach. It 
is greatly appreciated by artists and Arts 
Access Victoria alike. It is a validation of the 
work and more importantly, respecting the 

value and importance of creating art as a group, maintaining 
positive mental health and encouraging the emergence of a 
group identity which is part of our church community. 

Thank you to all who have expressed a continued interest in the 
programme, made donations and continue to have conversations 
with the artists and our volunteers about the growth and 
development of Artstop. We look forward to bringing more news 
about the momentum, creativity and upliftment from this group. 

Ann Soo and Leanne Salau

Richard Phelan wrote this letter to the Church Council

Dear fellow Christians

As a long time participant of the artstop group I have long 
enjoyed the wonderful friendship of my fellow artists.  I have 
found much joy to join together each week to engage in our 
practice of beautiful meditation and artful peace, engendered by 
our like minded expressive creation.

The lack of funding Arts Access has to facilitate the group 
throughout the year means  that the expert guidance  and skilled 
inspiration, which is essential to the fabric of artstop, will see 
the demise of artstop for many months.

It is hoped by all participants that funding of our lead artists 
during the lay months will allow us to enjoy this weekly godsend 
throughout the winter.

I know for myself and others, this time together in our creative 
spirit is an inspirational and life affirming highlight of the weeks 
and months.

Please know, funding for this group will be appreciated and 
enjoyed by many. 

Yours in faith. Richard  Phelan

Ann, Richard and Leanne spoke about the 
program during worship on 15th May

Ordination
We shared Ian’s joy when he received and accepted the call to ministry at the Cowes 
Uniting Church congregation to begin in July.

During worship on 22nd May Kirsty wished Ian David a formal farewell from our 
congregation as he prepares for ordination and this new and exciting phase of his 
ministry.  She acknowledged his time as our student minister in 2013, preaching this 
year (3 times!) and as our Artist in Residence.  We all had one more opportunity to say 
our personal farewells to Ian as he worshipped with us on 29th May.  Ian’s ordination 
will be on Sunday 19th June, 2pm at Nunawading UC.
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Out and About Group bird observation walk an Autumn highlight 
The Out and  About group enjoys a wide 
range of social and recreational activities. 
We meet each month to venture forth 
on an excursion suggested by one of our 
group participants.  Tuesday 26th April 
was a magnificent sunny autumn day. 
Richard Arnold led 17 older adults and 
one small grand-child on an exploration 
of  Woodlands Historic Homestead and 
surrounds. We heard about its history as a 
horse stud property, with retired race horse 
legends visible in the paddocks beyond. 
Devonshire morning tea and a tour of the 
old homestead were followed by the day’s 
highlight - a 1.5 km walk through beautiful 
Australian bush to the picnic ground for 
lunch. Richard encouraged us to stop, and 
listen, and look into the towering eucalypts 
for tiny birds.

In May we enjoyed table games at the Findlay’s home.   
Us - competitive? Never.

If you are an older person, have some flexibility during the week and 
like to socialise and keep active the Out and About Group is for you.  
Friends and neighbours welcome. Contact Helen Rowe for further 
information. helen.rowe@rocketmail.com

What does the future hold  
for the Uniting Church?
We don’t know, of course. But as we at Brunswick UC start 
looking ahead to our plans for 2017-21, it’s worth thinking about 
that question. Indeed, the whole Synod of Victoria & Tasmania 
is thinking about that question, with a “Major Strategic Review” 
team bringing recommendations to the Synod meeting in early 
June.

In reading through the MSR Report to Synod, I found the 
following section particularly helpful, and wanted to share it with 
you all. There’s a lot in it, so make yourself a cuppa and settle 
in for some very thought-provoking stuff!  Read Church in a 
Changing World

If you want to read more, including the documents cited here, 
check out the MSR “Listening Post” web page.

cheers, Shawn Whelan, Church Council Chairperson

The Synod meeting this year will start with opening worship and 
the installation of Moderator Rev Sharon Hollis at 7.30pm on 
Friday 3rd June at Wesley Uniting Church, Lonsdale St. 

The business meeting will run from Saturday 4th to 
Wednesday 8th June and will be held at the Box Hill Town 
Hall, Whitehorse Road, Box Hill.

Ian Ferguson, Julie Perrin, Shawn Whelan, Laurence Alvis, Anika 
Jensen and Sarah Tomilson will all be attending from BUC.  

We will keep Sharon, these six people and the whole meeting of 
Synod in our prayers over this period.

Vale John Middleton
John Middleton, brother of Peter & Trish, 13/8/50-19/5/16

Peter’s brother John was an active member of the previous St. 
Andrew’s congregation as a child and teenager with the family 
attending worship together.  

John stopped going to worship regularly as a young adult.  Peter 
said that ‘He was a respectful passionate person who had a 
strong sense of justice’.

John’s life was celebrated at the funeral held at Brunswick UC 
on Friday 27th May.

mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com?subject=
file:http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/Resources/PDFs/Church%2520in%2520a%2520changing%2520world.pdf
file:http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/Resources/PDFs/Church%2520in%2520a%2520changing%2520world.pdf
http://listeningpost.victas.uca.org.au/MSR 
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Keeping Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe
If any member of the congregation – young or older has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the safety of vulnerable adults, you may speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Safe 
Church Concerns Person appointed by Church Council. Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised.  
Please contact Helen in person or by telephone on mobile number 0423 009 813.

> Culture of Safety

Who needs a Working With Children Check?
Church Council reviewed the Synod Working With Children 
Check (WWCC) policy at the May meeting and accepted the 
following resolutions:

1. Working with Children Checks will be required for anyone at 
Brunswick Uniting Church who:

• Is a minister, Deacon, or Pastor,

• Is an Elder/Church Council member

• Holds any other role as an elected office bearer of the 
congregation (including Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Presbytery Representative, and Culture of Safety Contact)

• Works or volunteers in the Sunday Morning Program, YUCY, 
youth mentoring, or other regular activities involving children

• Co-ordinators of music teams, dramatic productions, 
children’s sessions at church camp, or other activities that 
involve children from time to time

• Has any other form of direct, unsupervised contact with 
children at BUC’  

2. Members of Brunswick Uniting Church who need to satisfy 
BUC’s WWCC requirement for a role they occupy may do so 
by showing their current VIT certification (card). They will 
need to show the renewed VIT certification each year, as 
BUC does not get notified when these lapse or are revoked.  

For further information or clarification please contact  
Helen Rowe or Shawn Whelan.

Art of Story - a short course
Many of you will know that Julie Perrin is a storyteller, 
what you may not know is that she teaches these skills at 
CTM in a short course called ‘The Art of Story’.

This 3 day course is facilitated by Julie and Christina 
Rowntree, the Artfull Faith Officer of the Uniting Church 
Centre for Theology and Ministry in Parkville.

Fi Bottcher attended the course last year and here is her 
take on it:

‘There was much more in this course than I expected.

The way we explored sharing, developing and telling stories 
made it so applicable to many contexts.

I’d recommend it to anyone who does any kind of 
community gathering or speaking in front of groups.

I can definitely say it has helped me in my ministry roles.’

Faye Findlay and Saide Cameron have also participated in 
and enjoyed the course.

For more information go to this link:  https://ucavt.goregister.com.au/artofstory2016/registration/

> Happy Birthday
Dave Baker, Joel Buckley, Nick Burnham, David Calwell, Aimee Collard, Barry Cook, Brenna Ferguson, Faye Findlay, Linda Fisher,  
Ray Gormann, Clara Hall, Alistair Hunter, Colin Hunter, Brooklyn Hunter, Morgan Hunter, David Millard, Digby Moore,  
Joshua Nankervis, Julie Perrin, Eva Rugel, Beth Shelton, Natalie Sims, Bruce Warrington, Shawn Whelan

https://ucavt.goregister.com.au/artofstory2016/registration/
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> Regular Events
Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org.  

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.

Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, ph. 9495 6120, or email 
sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au.

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evening, 6-7:30, shaped by a liturgy that invites 
us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for each 
other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

Everyone is welcome and you can come every week/fortnight or 
just as you are available.  If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574) or Ann 
(0422 842 244). 

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen & Art 
program - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.    
Contact Fiona Bottcher, ph. 0421 027 467.

Meditation
There are four Meditation groups available
With Andrea:  Tuesday at 9.30am in the Youth Hall. 
Contact Andrea Alvis, 0413 950 619, for more information.
With Richard:  Wednesday at 8am or 5:30pm at 29 
MacFarland St.
Note - Wednesdays meditations are currently on hold and will 
resume on 22nd June.
On-line every Monday night at 9.30pm to 10.00pm
Contact Richard Arnold, 0407 796 429, for more information.

Out and About Group
A monthly social group for older, active women and men. We 
visit places of interest or simply enjoy sharing experiences over 
coffee. An occasional entrance fee or refreshment purchase may 
be required. New members are always welcome.  Contact Helen 
for further information.    
Mobile 0423 009 813 or  email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com 

Mulling
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7th June, 7pm at Sarah’s 
house, 27 Laura St. Brunswick.  Sunny Chen will be our guest 
conversationalist. 
Mulling is our monthly catch up/discussion/mulled wine 
appreciation club for young adults 25-35.  We will be meeting on 
the first Tuesday of the month for the rest of the year.

Talk to Sarah Curnow for more info, 0422 223 842.

Book Club at BUC 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 22 June

Olive Way, Brunswick UC

This year’s Miles Franklin winner The 
eye of the sheep will be the subject 
of our discussion in June. Melbourne 
based author, Sofie Laguna,  
demonstrates her originality and 
talent as she introduces us to Jimmy 
Flick, a boy who is not like other kids 
– he’s both too fast and too slow. He 
sees too much, and too little. 

Come and share your thoughts on this amazing and moving 
novel.   For more information speak to  
Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com or  
Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au. 

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Have you been to Food Co-op yet?
Opening Dates:  18th June, 16th July
Olive Way, Saturdays, 10 am – 12 pm.
For more information speak to Christine Hornby, 9386 8919  
or Nicole Lowe, 9354 5045

Saturday afternoon coffee
Meet at ‘Roy’s on Melville’, Melville Rd. West Brunswick, at  
2:30 pm, usually on the first Saturday each month. It’s very 
informal, and all women are most welcome.  For any queries 
regarding transport, contact Leanne Salau, 9386 1484.
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> Reports
Church Council
Dear Friends,

It is once again my formidable task to give you an insight into 
the elevated wisdom of your august Church Council. 

This is a particularly exciting time for the Council and for the 
congregation as we develop plans for our ministry for the next 
five years. At some point over the last month you should have 
received an email which outlined a new ministry position and 
called for expressions of interest to fill it. I encourage you to 
carefully read and consider this email if you have not yet had the 
time. 

In brief, this email announced Council’s intention and seek and 
fill a new Mission Planning/Support Role for the second half of 
2016. This role would assist in the formulation of the 2016-2021 
Strategic Plan, in the course of which she or he would explore 
ministry opportunities in the church for either enriching existing 
or developing new programs and facilitate a fresh discernment 
on these matters.

We are opening this position internally first, and invite 
expressions of interest from the congregation. This need only be 
an informal message to a Council member at this stage. Please 
consider this possibility carefully, we would love to hear from 
anyone with questions or clarifications.

Council has received and approved a submission to fund the 
Art Stop Program in the funding break. We are convinced of 

the value of this program for the participants and the wider 
community and commit to fund it for this period. We would 
gratefully receive any dedicated donations or fundraising plans 
for this program if you feel called to do so, but will underwrite 
its costs regardless.  Council also approved changes to the 
Church’s Safe Church Policy which is outlined in that relevant 
report.

Council is supporting actions to improve the security of the 
premises, which involves transferring valuable items to the 
deaconess room, for which there will be new and improved 
outfitted security. 

In other news, many of us enjoyed our retreat to Camp Adekate 
over the weekend of the 20th-22nd May. Highlights of this 
excursion included beautiful collaborative worship, sublime 
natural surroundings, a mind-boggling array of games and 
a performance of the Good Samaritan by Jenny Hunter so 
convincing that a medical alarm was raised. I have also had 
my first encounter with Saide’s sticky date pudding which I am 
convinced is laced with some kind of ecstatic hallucinogenic, 
as I dreamt of it last night and awoke with tears of fierce joy in 
my eyes. I triumphed at the food auction, taking away an entire 
pudding for $30, though I was prepared to stake my entire 
personal wealth to obtain it ($40).

Ever your most humble servant and footsoldier of Christ, 
               Secretary Broadstock

Worship Committee
The worship committee had very productive meeting on 18th May. Natalie led our opening worship inviting us to listen to a piece of 
music while using three coloured pencils (for Trinity Sunday) to draw or write in response to the music.

We reflected on the recent services noting our appreciation of Ian David’s preaching on 24th April and his contributions as Artist in 
Residence to Children’s Time on this and the following Sunday.  Active storytelling continued on 8th May with Paul & Silas in gaol.  
We commented on the amazing and beautiful creativity offered for Pentecost worship expressed in word and felt.

We reviewed the Prayers of the People guidelines and hope to have them available to prayer leaders in June.  Hannah and Kate 
reported on the completion of Stage 1 of our new BUC song collection.  The next step is likely to be finding a way to record the 
songs and make them available for downloading via our website.  We’ve consulted with Libby Byrne, Eva Rugel and the donors 
of the Sleeper print regarding installation of name plates under each of their works.  Following on from this idea we’ve started 
collecting and collating the stories about ‘objects of significance’ including our stain glass windows, baptismal font, indigenous 
sculpture, olive tree, cross and lots more.  We’re not yet sure how we think the stories are likely to be used and how to make them 
available.  If you have any thoughts or ideas please let us know.

1/5 – Easter 6:  John 5:1-9, Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5  

We celebrated All Age Worship 
beginning with our familiar ritual of 
three children helping Ian to light 
the Christ Candle.  A number of our 
younger people participated in leading 
prayers and offering the Bible readings.
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Ian and Julie invited the children to help tell the story of the man by the Gospel pool taking on the roles of the bubbling waters of the 
pool and the porticoes where people lay waiting.  Ian introduced us to Mr. Measles who wanted to be healed and who was helped 
in a number of hilarious and unsuccessful ways to get to the healing waters.  Ian and Julie reminded us that Jesus comes to us and 
that healing happens in all sorts of ways, in our hearts, our minds and our bodies.  The children then joined the musicians to sing the 
refrain of our song ‘Heal me o God’.

‘The Gospel brings us to the healing pool today, the place of new life, restoration and renewal, Bethsatha, House of Mercy or House 
of Flowing Water, a healing pool and here we are’, said Ian to begin his sermon.  He asked us a question that he repeated in various 
forms throughout the sermon ‘Where is that healing place for you?’ and told us his experience walking in the high country and 
encountering Lake Tallikan.  He showed us a beautiful photo of the pool.  A week later he said that he was still feeling the restoring 
power of the pool.  He reminded us of the luxury and privilege of living in a turn of the tap society and the importance of knowing 
where to find living water when walking in the bush.  He reminded us that our bodies are almost 60% water (depending on our 
age) and that without it we will die.  He reminded us that water is a key religious symbol and brought us once again to the pool of 
Bethsatha and its healing powers.  Reflecting on the paralysed man’s story he asked us ‘What keeps us from the waters of life and 
healing?’  Ian explored Gospel healing and asked a series of questions to provoke our thinking about 
where healing might be needed in our own lives.  Looking back into chapter 4 we remembered that 
Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well that he is the source of living water.  

Ian concluded ‘Do you want to be healed?’ says Jesus to the man with no hope, says Jesus to us.  ...  
The gospel proclaims that when we can’t reach the source of living water then the source comes to 
us.  So Jesus says to the paralysed man by the pool ‘Rise up, take you mat and walk’ and at once he 
gets up and walks, walks away from the pool.  He has no need for it.  For the living water flows from 
the source by his side and it flows for us.  

8/5 – Easter 7:  Acts 16:16-34, John 
17:20-26  Ian and Daniel invited the 
children to explore the story of Paul and 
Silas in jail and bound up in chains.  We had 
lots of fun as the story unfolded in action 
and song learning that there are different 
ways of being bound and being free.

Ian invited us to ‘reflect together on freedom’.  He said that ‘Paul and Silas reveal to us the paradox of Christian freedom’ commenting 
that ‘they wear the bonds of freedom’.  To help us to reflect on what it means to be free we listened to a passage from Richard 
Flannagan’s book ‘The Narrow Road to the Deep North’ in which he describes how the Line is transformed by the freedom of life.  He 
commented on the paradox of the freedom that Jesus embodies for us saying ‘Christ comes to set us free.  Free to be part of God’s 
new creation, creatures of love.  But in loving God, our neighbours as ourselves, in freely living of the freedom of all creatures we find 
that our freedom is bounded, constrained by the needs and brokenness of our world.’ Reflecting on our free society Ian shared the 
story of Omid (whose very name means hope) who despite being granted refugee status was kept on Nauru for 3 years and finally 
immolated himself because ‘he had nothing of his name left in his soul’.  Ian commented on the soullessness of our nation’s policies 
saying ‘Our love is prisoner to this policy.  If we apply today’s Bible story to this situation then surely Paul and Silas are on Nauru 
seeking to bring their jailers to the freedom of love.’  Ian reminded us of the baptism that Paul and Silas offered to the jailer’s family 
and concluded by showing us a baptism scene from the TV series ‘Orange is the new Black’.  He commented ‘Washed in freedom, 
wearing the bonds of love, that’s the life of a Christian’ and prayed ‘Holy One we too are baptized into the freedom of your love.  Help 
us to live out our baptism as a loving community in Christ.  Help us to embrace the bonds of 
freedom, to love as we have been loved, to live as we are created to be, creatures of love in 
your new creation so may all the earth come to know your freedom and thrive in your love.  
In Christ the Liberator we pray Amen

Meredith offered a ‘Prayer for mothers of people in Australia’s offshore detention centres’ 
which was written for and prayed by churches around the country.
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15/5 – Pentecost Sunday:  Acts 2:1-21, Genesis 11:1-9 What a wonderful celebration of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit - see the story and photos on pages 3&4.

To begin his sermon Ian shared the dreaming story of Bulen Bulen the lyrebird who as a peace maker 
and reconciler was given the power to speak all languages commenting the lyrebird is our local symbol 
of the Holy Spirit.  He want to speak about and quote from the Westminster Confession, one of the 
Reformation documents that helped shape the foundation of the Uniting Church.  Ian said ‘whatever 
we think of ancient confessional documents and their place in the modern world, note that we are doing 
exactly what the Westminster Confession directs here.  Reading our Scriptures, prayer our prayers in the 
vulgar language (English) of our nation’.  He reminded us that this is a recent thing and invited us ‘to 
imagine the extraordinary experience of ordinary non-Latin speaking people during the Reformation Era 
when they heard the stories of Jesus in their own language for the first time’.  He spoke about 
the word play in the phrase ‘tongues of fire representing ‘something seen, spoken, heard.  Ian 
reminded us that although Jesus is not here with us as he was with his disciples he is present 
in us now by the Holy Spirit, alive in our time and place and tongue … seeing, speaking 
hearing’. He invited us to reflect, as readers of With love to the World had during the week 
on the question ‘In what language do you most clearly hear the good news of Jesus, the great 
things of God’ and then having heard and known ‘How will you give expression to the great 
things of God?’  Ian concluded the sermon sharing the story of Sophie Murphy, a special 
needs teacher, who helped a teenage boy in need on a plane trip to Melbourne.  You can 
read the story here.  He said ‘What happened there?  It’s like the lyrebird speaking with love 
to make peace.  And what greater thing is there to speak than that?’.

22/5 – Trinity Sunday (Church Camp was held this weekend exploring the theme ‘Love-No Strings Attached’.  We decided to depart 
from the Trinity Sunday Lectionary readings so that the same readings were used for both gatherings of our congregation on this day.):  
1 Corinthians, Luke 10:25-37 We welcomed Ian David as our preacher.  Ian had a wonderful time with the children tying Andy 
Calder up in strings to demonstrate his love for him.

Ian begin his story telling us that ‘A very young lad at Sunday Morning Program said to me that in his opinion ... that “the stories in 
the Bible are not true’.  Ian said that this statement was a brilliant place to begin exploring the story of the Good Samaritan which 
he said that Jesus tells to ‘point toward something of the unfathomable thing it is to live in the Spiritual-human world’.  Ian reminded 
us of the disgust that listeners would have felt hearing that the despised Samaritan was a neighbour.  He went on to explore other 
instances of boundary pushing and outrage bringing us back to the story to affirm that the Samaritan, the one who responds, is not 
a common ordinary person ‘like you and me’ but ‘the one who is least likely and is abhorrent to our imagination:  that is the one who 
is God to the victim’.  Ian said that the question to ask is ‘not so much, who is my neighbour, but what kind of neighbour are we?  Are 
we growing towards that kind of neighbour who can respond, who can be moved, who can suffer with the needs of the vulnerable?’  
He went on to name, as possible examples, all the difficult and damaged people in his life who are neighbours.

Commenting on the truth of this story that didn’t happen he said ‘The truth of this story is proved true in the crucible of life. ... 
Christian Spiritual life does not seek to find some esoteric construction of a loving world, all clean and nice; but calls us to claim that 
which is in need of resurrection in the life of the one beaten up on the side of the road.  So that no one is left for dead on the side of 
the road.’

He concluded ‘Paul’s words about love push the boundaries of what love looks like: and Jesus pushes us to see that those who love, 
whom we love, may well be those least likely.  For it is not us who is the Samaritan: but it is the Samaritan who reveals to us the 
nature of God’s love, healing and protection.  And so we are told, ‘Go, do likewise’.  And together we write a new story of hope and 
life.  That’s why we come as we are.’   
                        Saide Cameron

Property Committee
The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:

• The contract for the roof works was to be signed on 
Thursday 26th May at the Synod offices between Synod, 
Roof Services and the architects.

• Replacement windows have been fitted on the youth hall, 
west wall and two office windows.

• Blinds have been fitted to the windows in the youth hall.

• Manse sewage and storm water pipes fixed.

• Blue stone block moved back into position.

• Manse kitchen range hood have been replaced.

• Latches have been installed on the gates in the yard in the 
front of the youth hall.

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/in-the-sky-above-melbourne-special-needs-teacher-comes-to-the-rescue-20160501-goj8k7.html
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

June 5 Worship Team with 
Janet Reus-Smit
Holy Communion

July 3 Ian Ferguson 
Holy Communion

July 31 Ian Ferguson, 9:30am

Reflective Service

June 12 Peter Beale July 10 Ian Ferguson July 31 ??, 5:00 pm 
Combined BIUC

June 19 Graeme Garrett July 17 Ian Ferguson August 7 Ian Ferguson 
Holy Communion

June 26 Ian Ferguson July 24 Ian Ferguson August 14 Ian Ferguson 

After Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late.  In this 
period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity.  It seeks to relate its faith as a 
people of God to Christ’s mission in the world.  It commences with Trinity Sunday and concludes 
with feast of Christ the King

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
5/6 Pent 3 1 Kgs 17:8-16 (17-24) Ps 146 Gal 1:11-24 Lk 7:11-17  G
12/6 Pent 4 1 Kgs 21:1-10, Ps 5:1-8 Gal 2:15-21  Lk 7:36-8:3   G
 (11-14)15-21a       
19/6 Pent 5 1 Kgs 19:1-4,  Ps 42 & 43   Gal 3:23-29 Lk 8:26-39  G
 (5-7) 8-15a             
22/6 UCA Anniversary Deut 30:1-10 Ps 100 1 Cor 3:10-17 Jn 15:1-8    R
26/6 Pent 6 2 Kgs 2:1-2, 6-14 Ps 77:1-2, 11-20  Gal 5:1, 13-25 Lk 9:51-62  G
3/7 Pent 7  2 Kgs 5:1-14  Ps 30  Gal 6:(1-6),7-16  Lk 10:1-11, 16-20 G
10/7 Pent 8  Am 7:7-17  Ps 82  Col 1:1-14  Lk 10:25-37  G
17/7 Pent 9  Am 8:1-12  Ps 52  Col 1:15-28  Lk 10:38-42  G
24/7 Pent 10  Hos 1:2-10  Ps 85  Col 2:6-15 (16-19)  Lk 11:1-13  G
31/7 Pent 11  Hos 11:1-11  Ps 107:1-9, 43  Col 3:1-11  Lk 12:13-21  G

• Emergency repairs to the hot tap(s) in 4 Merri Street.

• Modifications completed to the door closer sensor between 
the church and the Olive Way.

• A myriad of small jobs have also been completed in the 
youth hall, hall, Olive Way and church.

• Submitted the insurance claim for the stolen items (from 
two break-ins).

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:

• Organise to have the down light dimmers repaired/replaced 
as required.

• Recovered two sets of items that were stolen from each of 
the break-ins.

• Waiting for response to the insurance claim.

• Youth Hall works to continue.

• A proposal has been developed to make the church more 
secure.

• Proceeding with the roof replacement, the roof works are 
estimated to take 8 weeks.

• Manse cracks filled and painted.

• Remeasure the moisture in the soil under the church.

• Gutter on the youth hall to be replaced due to corrosion. 

• Investigate the professional cleaning of the hall kitchen 
multiple times per year to maintain them in a clean state.

• Continuing investigating childproof locking arrangements 
for the gates on the youth hall front yard,  self closing 
arrangements.

Ray Cameron



June 2016 Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Pentecost 2 29 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson 

Combined BIUC 
Soup & Rolls Lunch 

 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Padraig Study 

 31 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

June 1 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 2 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – D&E C’tee 

 3 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Synod Opening  

Service 

SYNOD 4 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

SYNOD   Pentecost 3 5 
9:30 – Worship Team     AA 
with Janet Reus-Smit     HC 

 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

SYNOD  6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SYNOD  7 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
7:00 – Mulling  
7:30 – JAM  

SYNOD  8 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 9 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 10 
 

 
 
 
  

 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Pentecost 4 12 
9:30 – Peter Beale 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 14 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Church Council 

 15 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 16 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY 

 18 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
6:30 – FUNdraising Dinner   

& Auction 
Pentecost 5 19 

9:30 – Graeme Garrett 
 

 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 21 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Election Forum 

 22 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
7:30 – Book Club 
7:30 – Pastoral Care C’tee 

 23 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 24 
 
 
 
 
 

 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pentecost 6 26 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 29 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 
 

 30 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

July 1 
  

 2 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

 


	June 2016 (E).pdf
	6.June 2016

