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February 2018 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

Last Sunday, to mark the commencement of a new year of 
ministry here at our church, I meditated on the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry as it is told in Mark’s gospel. I looked at 5 scenes 
and distilled a theme from each which we might carry forward 
into our ministry this year. 

1. The Message – Mark 1:14-15

Jesus strides into the gospel picture with an announcement, a 
message. “It’s time! The reign of God is near.” Something new 
and different is happening, God is coming close in a radically 
new way – a way that demands a transformation in our living.

This message is the foundation of Jesus’ ministry. And could 
we be guided by it again this year, hear it anew, and live out the 
hearing of it? – embracing the life transforming Good News of 
God’s saving immanence, God’s closeness. 

2. Follow Me – Mark 1:16-20

In the very first action of Jesus’ ministry, before anything else 
happens, he calls followers, he gathers a community. He will not 
minister alone, his will be a ministry of community

Here we see what his message looks like in action. The 
fishermen hear Jesus and everything in their lives changes. They 
turn around to take a completely new direction, to follow the 
lead of this traveller, into new relationship, new community, a 
new kind of family, God’s family. Their lives are transformed. 

Where are you at with that life transforming step of following 
Jesus? Perhaps it is one you took long ago. Are you ready to 
take it afresh this year? Or to take it for the first time? What 
might following Jesus in community look like for you this year?

3. Confrontation and Conflict – Mark 1:21-28

With his new community, Jesus goes into the local synagogue. 
He goes there to offer radical teaching, to upset religion, to 
reclaim sacred times and holy places, to redefine divinity and 
worship. But not without cost. 

The people recognise that he is not like the scribes, their usual 
teachers – he has a different kind of authority to them. And 

thus a seed of conflict is planted. Will the old religion give up its 
control, surrender to liberation, or will it hold on with one hand 
and lash out with the other? 

And just as we are considering this question into the synagogue 
rushes another man, raving, possessed. Jesus yells, “Be Silent! 
Come out!” and the man convulses and collapses, free from the 
dark power that has driven him. First Jesus comes into conflict 
with the religious authorities, and then he confronts the dark 
oppressive powers of the human heart. If we take this step 
we will be joining him in the battle to resist and drive out all 
that feeds our greed and crushes our spirit, all that burns with 
injustice and hate and destructively devours the world, all that 
divides us from one another and binds us in individualistic fear. 
I don’t believe in literal demons but that sounds like Hell to me! 
And he wants to take us there, to liberate those bound in that 
place. 

Are you willing to take that step? That step into conflict, that 
step through confrontation with evil towards freedom? Do you 
trust this teacher enough to follow wherever he leads? 

4. Healing and Service – Mark 1:29-34

Step four takes us into the intimacy of a private home. There is 
a sick woman here, close to death, and Jesus raises her up. The 
woman is healed, raised, and she begins to serve them. And 
perhaps we might walk away from this house thinking, “Oh well, 
it’s the ancient woman’s role to serve, so what?” But not far 
down the road we will have that thought challenged when we 
hear Jesus say, “… the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve and to give his life a ransom for many” (10:45). 

Then we might look back at this scene and say, “That woman 
was as Christ to us!” Raised up to serve. She modelled for 
us the servant ministry of Christ, showing us that his way of 
healing, is not just about healing bodies, but also relationships, 
divisions, ingrained social prejudices. 

What might that healing service look like when we do it? – the 
service that emerges out of our own healing?

The beginning of ministry
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> Index

> Worship Calendar
SMP Blessing
During worship on Sunday 4th February we will commission 
the leaders and assistants of the Sunday Morning Program and 
bless the children who will participate.  In particular the children 
moving from one age group to the next will be acknowledged.

This service is also an All Age Service during which we will 
celebrate Holy Communion.  Worship will be followed by a Cafe 
Style Morning Tea, an opportunity for relaxed conversation.

Student House Farewell
On Sunday 11th February we will farewell Samuel Rauert, 
Stephanie Wilson & Emily Kidd  from our Student House 
program.  We wish them well in all that they do now and into 
the future.

Ash Wednesday & Lent
On Wednesday 14th February we will gather for worship at 
7:30pm to mark the beginning of the Season of Lent.

Note - Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of 
placing ashes on people’s foreheads as a sign of mourning and 
repentance to God.  

Lent
The overall theme for the five Sundays of Lent, beginning 
18th February and concluding on 18th March is yet to be 
mapped out however we will be exploring covenanting, listening 
and belonging.  We’ll also be taking a closer look at the reading’s 
from John’s gospel on the last three Sundays in Lent.

Sunday Sing-a-long
Do you love to sing?  Do you want to learn new sings, sing old 
favourites, spend two hours with like-minded souls?  Yes?  Then 
save the date – Sunday 18th February, 1-3pm.  The worship 
committee is hosting a Lent Sing-a-long in the worship space.  
We’ll be learning a few songs for the season of Lent, taking 
requests, providing afternoon tea.  Send your requests through 
to Natalie Sims, nsims@svi.edu.au.  Bring along your musical 
instrument and be ready to join in as many of the songs as you 
like.  All ages, all abilities, everyone is welcome.  Questions, 
queries, expressions of interest to Natalie, 0457 054 807.

Student House Welcome
We will welcome new Student House residents Elizabeth, Cecily, 
Jason and Quilan during worship on Sunday 25th February 
and bless all students participating in the program for this year.

Elders Commissioning
Gwen Arnold, Claire Foley, Helen Rowe, Behzad Farhangi, James 
Balsillie will be commissioned as newly elected elders and Kate 
Scull, Daniel Broadstock, Linda Wannan and Shawn Whelan as 
continuing elders during worship on Sunday 4th March.

Welcoming Ceremony
Our first Welcoming Ceremony for the year will be offered during 
worship on Sunday 18th March.  This is an opportunity for 
people new to the congregation to share your story and name 
Brunswick UC as your spiritual home.

5. Prayer – Mark 1:35-39

The journey goes on. To other towns, other synagogues, other 
homes, teaching, healing, serving, building community, the 
message proclaimed, evil confronted and defeated. But first, 
it is early in the morning, still dark, and before he continues on 
the journey, Jesus goes from the house where he has healed so 
many and retreats into solitude. And there he prays. 

It is prayer that makes it possible to continue on the journey, 
prayer that makes it possible to live the message of God’s 

closeness, prayer that empowers us to teach, heal, serve, 
gather community and confront evil. 

What will that prayer look like for you this year? Where will 
you go to pray? – into a deserted place like Jesus? – into the 
company of friends? – into the beauty of creation? – into the 
place of need? And what will you do in that place? What will you 
say, or what silence will you keep? 

Ian Ferguson

1. Meditation
2. Worship Calendar
3. Advent 2017
4. Blue Christmas 2017
5. Christmas Eve Pageant 2017
6. Christmas Eve Pageant 2017
7. Christmas Eve 2017
8. Christmas Carols - let’s sing
9. News 
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11. Special Events
12. Pastoral Care News
13. JAM News - Committee
14. JAM News - Olive Way, Food Co-op
15. JAM News - FUNdraising
16. CY&YA News, D&E News,  

Culture of Safety, Happy Birthday 
17. Regular Events 

18. Reports:  Property, Worship
19. Reports:  Worship
20. Reports:  Worship
21. Reports:  Worship
22. Reports:  Worship
23. Reports:  Worship
24. Reports:  Finance
25. Preaching Plan, Lectionary
26. Diary

mailto:nsims%40svi.edu.au?subject=
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/commissioning-of-elders/
https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/welcoming-ceremony-2/
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> Advent 2017
Worship during Advent was an 
opportunity to reflect on the 
messages that we receive from 
the stories in the lectionary 
and how we are called to be 
messengers.  Our services were 
a visual feast with hanging 
windows (our thanks to Helen 
Burnham), beautiful artwork 
which became postcards and 
posters (our thanks to Ann Soo 
and Melanie Drury), a beautiful 
sculptured Christmas Bowl 
(our thanks to Colin Hunter for 
loaning us this work) and the now 
traditional Advent Wreath.  For 
the first three weeks we sang 
Tune In to remind us to listen to 
God’s message, Listen to the 
Word which God has spoken 
before and after the readings 
each week and ‘Sent out in Jesus 
name’ to simply remind us of 
our calling.  Advent 4 offered a 
different shape, an opportunity to 
learn about meditation and time 
to meditate before the Christmas 
Eve services later that day.

        Sanctuary, Mel Drury      Christmas Lily, Ann Soo            Advent Seedling, Ann Soo       Rainbow Wings, Ann Soo

       Contemplation, Mel Drury       Crown, Ann Soo    Guiding Light, Mel Drury          Holy Family, Ann So
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> Blue Christmas 2017

Our Blue Christmas service was offered on 13th December.  We 
gathered for worship on a very warm evening for a quiet service 
of reflection & meditation claiming the space to grieve, remember 
loved ones who have died, look back over a difficult year, seek 
peace in troubled times or simply take some time away from the 
busyness of this particular time of the year. 

We lit the Advent candles remembering the messages from each 
week praying for the light of Christ to shine in the darkest places, 
for peace that is deep and lasting, speaking into the deepest 
heart of grief, for the gift of Christmas joy, the joy of the Holy 
Spirit that bubbles up, refreshing our souls, setting us free, and for 
love grounded in the reality of  a harsh and brutal life, fighting for 
survival, making all the difference.  

After listening to the Christmas readings from Isaiah and Luke we 
created a space to listen, responding to the Advent paintings with 
words and symbols asking where we do we find hope, peace, joy 
and love in our grieving and affirmed that the grace of God has 
appeared in the form of a vulnerable fragile baby who grew to be a 
man, the one in whom we find hope, peace, joy and love.

Ian lit the Christ Candle and offered a time for people to walk, look 
at and engage with the paintings, taking a card to write or draw on 
and an opportunity to light tapers from the Christ Candle.

We gathered round the table to celebrate Holy Communion and left 
quietly, rested in body, mind and soul.  

Read the prayers and meditation here.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Blue-Christmas-2017-1.pdf
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> Christmas Eve Pageant 2017 - A message of hope and joy
Our pageant told the story of the Nativity with a Trumpian twist 
abounding with declarations of Fake News and hilarious tweets.  
In the company of angels, shepherds and wise ones we found 
ourselves at the manger celebrating the birth of the Christ Child.  
King Herod found himself sidelined brought down from his high 
place to sit alongside those who gathered around the manger in 
the low place.  Mary’s tweet summed up the message ‘So blessed 
to have the most beautiful baby that brings hope and joy to many’.

Thank you to Caitlin Mullen-Beagley who wrote the script & 
directed the pageant.  Thank you to our wonderful cast of young 
people, to the little ones (Matilda, Anye, Michelle and Hamish), 
not yet confident readers who memorised their lines, to the older 
ones (Amelie, Daniel and Hoth), who took on two roles, to our 
leads Thomas and Tameka and to Michael and Genevieve, returning 
from pageant retirement to once again be Joseph and Mary, and to 
Nathaniel starring as a delightful Baby Jesus.

Thank you to the members of our production team, to our musicians, to Julia for leading the musicians, to the choir, to Elaine for 
leading the choir and especially to the parents who brought children along to rehearsals during busy pre-Christmas season. 
                       Saide Cameron, Producer

The choir sang ‘Gabrielle’s message’ and ‘Gloria’.Ian offers a welcome and invites us to  
reach up to the high places and down to the low places.

The teeny-tiny angels brought their message of great joy to the lowly shepherds.

King Herod’s Chief of Staff brings news of rumours 
of a new king that is to be born.  King Herod is not 

impressed, declares it #Fake News and fires his CoS.

The inn-keepers wait I’m sorry, I don’t have any rooms left. 
Finally the third innkeeper says yes.
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Very happy Producer & Director

The Wise Ones realize that King Herod wasn’t telling the truth. The Holy Family, full of hope & joy.
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> Christmas Eve 2017 

We gathered before the high & low places of the pageant.

Preparing to light the carol candles.

Worshipping by candlelight. Celebrating Holy Communion.

We offered the Meditation from the throne, the fields and the manger.

The Christ Candle was lit at midnight.

We listened to the story of the nativity as we sang and prayed in 
preparation for our celebration of the birth of the Christ child.

We lit the Advent candles for the messages of hope that comes to 
us in Jesus, of love and comfort that we heard from Isaiah, from 
John calling us to testify to the light and from the angel telling Mary 
‘The Lord is with you’.  

The Christmas Eve Meditation began before the throne, the place 
of power remembering that the Christmas story turns this place 
upside down offering a rebirthing of hope.

In the fields with the shepherds we reflected on the familiarity of 
our lives and responsibilities and wondered if we are ready for the 
angels to enter in with a new story, ready to seek the face of Jesus 
in the lowly ones in the world.

And finally by the manger, the lowly place, a place of love we 
reflected on our questions, the injustices in the world, the despair 
that we feel.  We named our burdens and laid them by the manger.  
Ian invited ‘Come let us walk in this light (as described the prophet 
Isaiah) from the manger to the world, with hope filled hearts to 
reshape creation with love.

Later we prayed for people throughout the world receiving the 
support of the Act for Peace Christmas Bowl Appeal.

You can read or listen to the Meditation.

https://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/christmas-eve-meditation/
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> Christmas Carols - let’s sing

Advent & Pageant Choir
Our worship on Advent 3, 17th December, was 
blessed with the offering of two items from our 
choir:  ‘Gabrielle’s message’ which is the story 
of the angel telling Mary about the birth of Jesus 
and ‘Gloria in excelsis Deo’ (Glory to God in the 
highest), by Vivaldi.  If  you missed the service 
you can listen to the recordings here.  Gloria was 
sung to conclude our Christmas Eve Pageant.  
Thank you everyone who sang in the choir, the 
musicians and thank you especially to Elaine 
Potter for finding fabulous music to sing and for 
conducting the choir.  We are so very blessed.

Singing on the Steps
We enjoyed gathering on the steps after worship on the same 
day to sing Christmas Carols on the Steps.  It’s a fun way to 
celebrate Christmas with the wider community, to receive 
waves and nods and the occasional person stopping for a few 
moments to listen.

Stewart Lodge Carols
On Tuesday 19th December a big group of us joined the 
residents at Stewart Lodge to sing Christmas Carols.  After 
singing our way through the book gift bags were handed out and 
supper shared.  Thank you to everyone who came along and/or 
supported the preparation of the gift bags.

Carols at the Manse
Our festival of singing Christmas Carols began with Carols at the Manse, a FUNdraiser for the Christmas 

Bowl, on Sunday 10th December.  A big group of us 
crowded into the lounge room at the Manse to sing a 
selection of carols interspersed with poems and stories.  
We were privileged to listen to Tim Hoffmann offering his 
spoken piece ‘No Way’ which was written in response 
Jony Salama’s artwork ‘No Direction’ and enjoyed an 
abundant supper after all the listening and singing.

Olive Way Christmas Lunch
And then on Wednesday 20th December the Olive Way celebrated Christmas 
in style with a delicious meal for over 100 people and carol singing led by Helen 
Burnham.

See Olive Way News, p 14 for the full Christmas lunch story.

And of course we sang Christmas Carols during worship at Blue Christmas 
(13/12) and then from Advent 4 (24/12) all the way through to Epiphany (7/1).  A 
true festival of singing.  We hope you got to sing your favourite one at least once.  
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No Direction
Jony Salama’s artwork ‘No Direction’ was dedicated during worship on 
7th January.  The work was one of the pieces offered to the ‘What 
is Creativity? Exhibition held in October & November 2017.  After the 
children had looked at the work and commented on what they saw Ian 
invited Tim Hoffmann to speak about his request for our congregation to 
purchase the work.  Tim commented ‘As you know we held a wonderful 
art exhibition. I was there the day we ‘bumped in’. When Johnny’s work 
emerged out of storage I was immediately struck by it. For the exhibition 
we were asked to respond to the works. I spent most of my time before 
‘No Direction’. As well as crying at the poignancy of its message, I also 
composed an advent poem. At the end of the exhibition I suggested that the church consider purchasing the work. I believe it reflects 
both our values and our investment in the journey. He said that his response to Jony’s work was an emotional one but offered 
these words to give some expression to his emotion ‘desperation, journey, ghostly, hope, turbulence’.  Tim thanked Ann Soo for her 
encouragement to write to Council , Shawn Whelan for his leadership of the decision making and everyone in the congregation who 
donated to make the purchase possible.

Ian then invited Jony to speak asking ‘What inspired you to make this work? and later ‘What meaning does it have for you?’  
Responding Jony spoke of the plight of refugees telling us that he was a refugee in Lebanon (he originally came from Syria).  He said 
‘I still feel very sad about what is happening in this world, of the tragedy.  I wanted to embody this pain in this work.’   Jony told us 
that he wanted to send a message about the suffering of refugees, that his art embodies this suffering.  He said ‘Today I will be so 
glad if I can give a loud voice about the refugee’s pain and their screams.’  Jony offered his thanks to the community and church who 
have supported him in this work and to make more art in the future.

Ian thanked Jony for the powerful work and prayed ‘God we ask your blessing on the creativity that brought this work to us, we ask 
that it’s presence in this church may move us in the ways that Jony intends, that we may continue to stand with the marginalised and 
refugees in our world.  Bless us together to be a people of compassion, to provide a place safety and sanctuary for those who are 
displaced and forced from their homes.  Bless us in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   
                      Saide Cameron with Tim Hoffman

> News
Farewell to Jacquie
Last year, on 26th November, we farewelled Jacquie Tolhurst as she prepared to move home 
to Bendigo, something she said that she never expected to do when she came to Melbourne 
to study.  Jacquie was a member of the Student House program from 2008-9 in the Rupert 
St. House (before the complex at Brunswick St. was developed).  She continued worshipping 
with us and playing her clarinet on the music roster.  We were delighted when Jacquie & 
Michael chose to be married at BUC on 9th February 2013 with Ray Gormann returning to 
celebrate the occasion.  Ian offered our blessing and we sang ‘For you deep stillness.  Jacquie 
said ‘Thank you all so much for being such a wonderful welcoming community for all these years and I’ll miss you all’.
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Farewell to Una & Wesley
On 14th January, we farewelled Wesley & Una Trigg.   Wesley & Una started worshipping 
with us when they moved into Veronica Gardens in Northcote in April 2014. In that time we 
have celebrated Wesley’s 60 years of ministry and his 90th birthday and Una & Wesley 62nd 
Wedding Anniversary.  They have contributed to the life of our congregation and community 
offering quiet encouragement, sitting by the Olive Way Door, participating in Out & About 
activities, Wesley championing “With Love to the World”, and Una being a member of our 
special occasion choirs to name just a few, mostly recently the pageant.  We will miss you 
as you move to Carnsworth Aged Care facility.  Saide presented them with a gift of flowers 
made by Valmai Brunlow.

Wesley responded expressing their gratitude for ‘many, many things - worship and fellowship 
in this place, it’s been quite special for us.  There is a rumour going around that I’m the oldest 
man in the congregation.  I’m not sure if that’s real news or fake news.  We are glad for all 
the younger people who bring their variety of gifts and abilities to the community, people like 
Richard Collard, he is in fact 25 days younger than I am.  

For those of you who like romantic stories Una & I met in training, Una for deaconess work 
and me for initially home missionary and then as a minister and that was in Kew.  So in a 
sense we’ve come back to a place where we started together and if you really like a romantic 
story we both crept out quietly from our respective residences which were next door to 
each other and went for a long walk along Studley Park.  On the way back we stopped for a 
tender moment and enjoyed our first kiss and since then today we are still doing it (shared a kiss to much 
applause).  And then just to complete that romantic moment the place where we will be living as from 
Tuesday is just one block away from where our first kiss took place.  

Saide offered a prayer of blessing and then we sang ‘May the feet of God walk with you’.

If you want to listen to this story (and it’s well worth if for the laughter and applause) you can find it at the 
end (13:20 mark) of Fiona’s 14th January sermon here.

The Olive Harvest
The Olive Harvest is our fantastic collection of Annual Reports.  It 
contains reports & stories that give full expression to our mission 
and ministry for the year.  The collection will be published on 
Sunday 11th February in time for the AGM on Sunday 25th  
February.  You will receive the Olive Harvest in the same format 
(email or printed) as you receive the Olive Branch (monthly 
newsletter). If you also want it in the alternate format please let 
me know saide.cameron@bigpond.com  as soon as possible.  A 
very BIG THANK YOU  to everyone who contributed their reports 
in time or almost on time to enable the timely publication of the 
reports.  

The Olive Pages
The Olive Pages (Directory) is the collection of contact details for 
all people within the congregation.  It is currently being updated 
and will be published on Sunday 4th or 11th March. 

If you have recently changed any of your details (address, phone 
numbers, emails) please let me know.  Otherwise you can 
simply check the copies in the hall during Morning Tea to either 
update or add your information.  

The Directory is made available to everyone in paper copy unless 
you indicate that you wish to receive it by email only or both.  

Simply contact saide.cameron@bigpond.com 
to let me know what you prefer.

> Communication News

http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/all-bodies-matter/
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
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> Special Events
There is so much happening in the next few months.  Here’s an 
attempt at a summary with links to events on the website and/
or page numbers referenced for more information.

• 4th February - Sunday Morning Program Blessing (p2), 
Cafe Style Morning Tea (p12)

• 11th February - Farewell to Student House Members, 
(p2&15)

• 14th February - Ash Wednesday, Season of Lent begins 
(p2)

• 16th-17th February - Student House Retreat (p15)

• 18th February - Sunday Singalong (p2)

• 24th February - Olive Arts Studio Walk  (p13)

• 25th February - Student House Welcome (p2), Annual 
General Meeting (below), Congregation Lunch (p12), 
Backyard Band Olive Way FUNdraiser (p15 & below)

• 1st March - Lenten Study ‘Meeting Jesus’ begins, 
concludes, 29th March (p16)

• 2nd & 3rd March - Mental Health First Aid Training (p13)

• 4th March - Commissioning Elders (p2)

• 4th March - Sydney Rd. Street Party (p12)

• 11th March - BUC Cycle (p17)

• 18th March - Welcoming Ceremony (p2), Pop-up Lunches 
(p11), Lenten FUNdraising Stall (p15)

• 25th March - Palm Sunday, Holy Week begins, Ecumenical 
Walk (p2), Lenten FUNdraising Stall (p15), Palm Sunday 
Rally

• 29th March - Maundy Thursday (below)

• 30th March - Good Friday (below), Hot Cross Buns Lunch 
(below)

• 31st March - Easter Day, Dawn service, Breakfast, Holy 
Communion service (below)

• 7th April - KOGO presentation, details coming soon

• 15th April - MS Melbourne Cycle (p17)

• 22nd April - Working Bee, BBQ Lunch, details coming soon

• 27th-29th April - Church Camp (p12)

Annual General Meeting & Lunch
The AGM will be held after worship on Sunday 25th February.  
Agenda items for the meeting include:
• presentation of the Olive Harvest  

(collection of 2017 Annual reports)
• election of Presbytery Representatives,  

Congregation Chair and Secretary
• presentation of the 2018 Budget
• presentation of calendar of activities including  

worship, community and FUNdraising events

The Community Team will host lunch after the meeting.  We 
invites you to bring a plate of finger food to share.  Tea & 
coffee and cool drinks provided.  We hope this will be a great 
opportunity to catch up with people, especially people who are 
new to the congregation. 

Backyard Bands for the Olive Way
Terry Towelling and the Tank Tops want to play for your party 
and help you to raise money for our Olive Way program.  

All you need to do is book a date with Alistair Hunter,  
0488 302 583, throw open your backyard, invite everyone you 
know to come along and enjoy live music from one of the best 
covers bands around.  Have a chat with Alistair when you make 
your booking to work out how to make your party a fabulous 
FUNdraising event.  Possible dates here.

Meg & David Moorhouse are hosting one of these parties on 
Sunday 25th February, 4-9pm.  Come along and enjoy a BBQ, 
great atmosphere and good company.  Details here.

Good Friday Lunch
In the midst of the solemnity of Good Friday, 30th March, 
and the lead up to Easter Day our community gathers for a 

magnificent feast of Hot Cross Buns and an 
amazing variety of soups.  Arrive any time 
from midday.

As always the party will be hosted by 
Alistair Hunter and Colma Fechner.  Ray 
Cameron will once again produce an 

extraordinary quantity of delicious hot cross buns in three 
flavours - traditional, chocolate and while chocolate & cranberry.  
We greatly appreciate the generosity of Adrian Brown & Anita 
Brown-Major, who make their home available for this wonderful 
community event, 11 Heller St. Brunswick.  Everyone  
is welcome from midday.  Please BYO chairs and drinks.

Holy Week
Holy Week worship begins on Palm Sunday, 25th March 
with our ecumenical walk and service at St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church and continues with Maundy Thursday, 7:30pm, Good 
Friday, 9:30am (followed by Hot Cross Buns lunch), Easter 
Dawn Service, 6:30am (followed by breakfast) and Easter 
Day Holy Communion service, 9:30am.

http://Sunday Morning Prograhttp://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/sunday-morning-program-blessing/m Blessing
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/ash-wednesday/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/studio-walk/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/meeting-jesus/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/mental-health-first-aid-training/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/commissioning-of-elders/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/sydney-rd-street-party/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/buc-cycle-4/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/welcoming-ceremony-2/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/olive-way/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Backyard-Band-Parties-A4.pdf
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/BUC-backyard-party-Moorhouses-25-feb-18.pdf
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> Pastoral Care News
From the Committee   
Before several of the members went off on holidays, the 
Committee met 27 December 2017 to, amongst other tasks, 
ensure pastoral care for the congregation would be covered 
during January. We also carried out a brief review of pastoral 
care as a whole for 2017 and discussed a possible workshop 
option for the congregation in 2018.  
             Jane Allardice

Community Ministry 
The Community Team is excited about our plans for the year 
ahead.  We have dates set for lunches and Cafe Style Morning 
Teas each term.  And we’ve started talking about the camp. 

Term 1

4th February - Cafe Style Morning,  Pull up a chair and start 
up a conversation.  Kristin has created sets of conversation 
starters covering all sorts of topics.  Be there!

25th February - Congregation Lunch.  Bring a plate to share 
after the Annual General Meeting.  If the weather is ‘nice’ we’ll 
eat outside around the tables or you might like to bring a picnic 
rug.

18th March - Pop-up Lunch after the Welcoming Ceremony.  
Offer to be a host for lunch, invite some people to your home 
or to share a meal at one of the many fabulous venues along 
Sydney Rd.  

Church Camp Save the dates - 27th-29th April.  The church 
camp is an absolutely wonderful opportunity to get to know 
people in a relaxed bush setting.  We’ve booked our favourite 
home away from home at the Adekate campsite.  

The worship committee will be working on a theme soon.  There 
will be a structured program with lots of free time along the 
way.

Anthony Hinds will be our camp co-ordinator and will be joined 
by Shawn Whelan on the committee.  We need a couple more 
committee members to put things in motion for the camps.  
Tasks are allocated and meetings are few.  If you are interested 
let Anthony know, 0478 692 607.

Rosters

During notices in the next few weeks you’ll be hearing from 
participants on five of our worship rosters.  They’ll be responding 
to the prompts:  What skills are needed? What is the time 
commitment? and What do I get out of being on this roster?  

We hope you might be inspired to join one or more of these 
rosters and share in the ‘work of worship’ up front or behind the 
scenes.  Any questions please contact Saide Cameron,  
Ian Ferguson, Karlien Kok, Rachel Mullen-Beagley, Kristin Dahl  
or Tess Alston. 
            Saide Cameron

Hospitality Ministry 
BUC as usual, continues to welcome new people each week, 
along with those visiting. Over the summer holiday period there 
were many visitors who came, attracted by our Christmas 
services and the wonderful annual Christmas Eve pageant. One 
visitor said that the pageant was the only time they got to sing 
Christmas Carols and loved it for that as well as the re-telling of 
the Christmas story in fun and new ways. 

The team of welcomers met together 24 January 2018 to, 
amongst other things, share our experiences of newcomer 
welcoming over the last two months, organise a roster for the 
next two months and arrange follow ups for certain new people. 
We also started to review the Newcomers Card which new 
people can fill in to list their contact details, etc. The card was 
developed several years ago and so it is timely to see if it is still 
relevant in its current format. This discussion will continue and 
include options for digital solutions.

If you are new or newish and have yet to obtain a name tag or to 
get onto the BUC email list, please ask for the Newcomers Card 
to complete, from the welcomers at the front door on a Sunday 
morning or contact Jane Allardice or Ian Ferguson. Equally if 
you wish to become more engaged with the activities and life 
at BUC, the Hospitality team would love to assist you – Ian 
Ferguson, Jane Allardice, Ray Cameron, Sheila Calwell, Graham 
Lawrence, Alyce Verheijden and Michael Rigby.  
             Jane Allardice

Compassion Ministry
The Compassion Ministry Team continued to work behind the 
scenes over the holiday period, responding to needs of several 
within the congregation. 

The ministry of personal prayer also continued where members 
of the congregation, friends or family are prayed for on a daily 
basis until a request is made to be withdrawn. We feel blessed 
that this is a service which is constantly used and also blessed 
by those offering to pray. It is a personal and confidential act and 
we do not need to know why you have requested prayer if that 
is your wish. We believe that God knows the innermost workings 
of our hearts. If you wish to be included and prayed for or wish 
to join in praying, please just telephone or email Glenice Cook or 
Leanne Salau. Each Friday the Prayer group will be emailed the 
names of those participating. If you know of someone who may 
need prayer please feel free to ask them if this would be helpful 
and forward their name to us. 

If you would like support for example, talking with someone, a 
lift to appointments, food at times of illness or prayers, please 
contact Glenice Cook, Leanne Salau, Claire Foley or Gwen 
Arnold.                 
               Glenice Cook 
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> JAM News
From the committee
We met for a delightful ‘al fresco’ 
BBQ and meeting at the Cameron’s in 
January.  We’ll be meeting mostly on 
third Thursdays throughout the year.  
New members are always welcome.  
Our agenda was extensive so we 
prioritised the following items.

Olive Way Program and Steering 
Committee

The Mental Health First Aid Training, 
Friday 2nd & Saturday 3rd March is fully subscribed which 
is very exciting.  Olive Way Volunteers and others will receive 
training that will enable them to better support people in our 
community who experience challenges with their mental health.

Peter Blair will be offering Volunteer Information sessions about 
the Olive Way program for the congregation on Tuesday 27th 
February and Sunday 11th March.  He will also be joining one 
of the Student House Dinners to have a chat with them about 
the Olive Way.
 

Olive Arts Collective

We are looking forward to opening our doors for the Studio 
Walk on Saturday 24th February, noon-5pm.  This is going 
to such a wonderful opportunity for our artists to share their 
work with the wider Brunswick community.  A fabulous program 
has been devised to run alongside the art display.  Hospitality 
will be provided in the Olive Way.  If you can offer an hour or 
two to help out on the day please contact Ann Soo, 0422 842 
244.  Many thanks to Shawn Whelan, Leanne Salau, Ann Soo 
and Damian Coleridge who cleared out the West End space in 
preparation.

The artists are trialing the Youth Hall for a couple of months on 
Wednesday mornings. They are loving the light and the space. 
 

Tower Room Window

The window space is fabulous for displaying art and sharing 
what we care about with the Sydney Rd. footpath community.  
Our YES window display received a lot of attention last year.  
For the last couple of months we have been displaying Jony’s 
artwork ‘No Direction’.  To help make this display space safer to 
access and work in we are purchasing a panel display system to 
be used as a back drop.  The panels will also have the flexibility 
to be used in other settings, eg art displays.

Calendar

We have a few items to highlight 
on the calendar.  In May we’ll be 
offering at least one and possibly two 
Expos after morning tea (6th & 20th).  
Committees and groups will be invited 
to respond to a question that arises 
from the Strategic Plan.

The June FUNdraising event will be 
used to raise money for groups in our 
wider community that are working 

towards listening and giving a voice to people who may not 
otherwise be heard.

And of course there’s the Sydney Rd. Street Party.  Read on ...

Sydney Rd. Street Party

Following hot on the heels of the Studio 
Walk is the Sydney Rd. Street Party on 
Sunday 4th March. As always we 
will have a presence on the street with 
hospitality offered in our buildings.  Our 
theme for this year is Listen.  During 
Advent we listened to God’s messages 
offered to us through prophets and angels 
and considered how we too might be 
messengers.  At the street party we want to 
offer encouragement to each other and the 
wider community to listen respectfully.  Our acrostic poem offers 
some of the qualities of this way of listening.

During the afternoon we’ll be offering 
• Devonshire Tea hosted by the Pastoral Care  

Community and Hospitality Teams
• a FUNdraising stall for the Olive Way  

(cup cakes and savoury muffins)
• Love Makes a Way singing on the footpath
• SROC performing ‘Roof! In over my head’ at 2pm
• a listening activity with our rainbow on the street  

with the Justice & Mission Committee
• an open worship space with the Studio Walk art in the 

Gathering Space  hosted by the Worship Committee.

The party is such a fabulous opportunity to get involved with the 
whole Sydney Rd. community.  Please consider offering an hour 
or two of your time for one or more of these activities.  Please 
contact Saide Cameron if you can, 0407 096 743. 
            Saide Cameron

L - love

I - interact

S - support

T - think

E - engage

N - nurture 

Keep reading for
• an Olive Way Christmas story

• Food Co-op Purchasing officer appointment

• FUNdraising News & Calendar

http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/mental-health-first-aid-training/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/olive-way/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/studio-walk/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/studio-walk/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Olive-Arts-Studio-Billboard.jpg
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/event/sydney-rd-street-party/
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Olive Way Christmas
The question we were asked all too frequently before Christmas is when we 
are resuming Olive Way after the break. It’s not as if Olive Way is people’s only 
food source, they usually know what else is out there and how to look after 
themselves. One regular guest asked me this question a few weeks before 
Christmas. “It’s the worst time of year for me”, he said, “I usually just stay at 
home and cry all the time.” I don’t know if what he said is true, or simply said 
for dramatic emphasis. “It’s during the Christmas season that we need you guys 
more than any other time of year,” he said. I get the sentiment, it’s that sense 
of being overlooked by, friends, family, and even society, whilst everyone else is 
having a party. It’s the feeling of not being invited to the party that everyone is 
talking about. But at the same time Olive Way cannot fulfill every need for every 
person. 

Olive Way’s end of year bash is, of course, the next best thing we can offer. It 
doesn’t make up for the loneliness that people feel over Christmas, but it’s a 
way of concluding Olive Way for the year and wishing our people well over the 
Christmas and New year season. This last year saw over 100 people in the hall. 
Ian brought us a Christmas message, Peter Murphy cooked a delicious and hearty 
roast beef with Christmas pudding to follow, whilst we were serenaded with carols 
led by Helen Burnham. It was also delightful to see some of the Olive Way folk 
joining in the singing. 

As much as we enjoyed ourselves and as much as it was meaningful, we would 
love to think of other ways of concluding the year at Olive Way. As we explore this 
question as a steering committee we’ll keep you posted as to what we come up 
with. Our steering committee will include the voices of guests and volunteers, and 
it is important that these voices are heard as we contemplate making any changes 
to the way we do things, especially the voices of people who don’t get the invite.  

   

Peter Blair, Olive Way Coordinator 

Food Co-op welcomes our new Purchasing Officer
With the retirement of our tireless volunteer purchasing officer, Christine Hornby, Food Co-op members decided 
to support the employment of a part time Purchasing Officer.  We welcomed Abi Benham-Bannon to the role in 
January. Abi will co-ordinate the stock inventory, ordering and receiving of bulk products. Volunteers continue 
to be the mainstay of the Food Co-op with all members involved in various tasks including monthly distribution 
rosters, computer operation, team leader, store room oversight or Committee role.  Thanks for joining us Abi. 

Next Food Co-op distribution day is Saturday 17th February.   Meet up with Abi.

Bring empty containers for filling from our bulk supplies of over 60 food and cleaning products. Pay on the day 
with cash or cheque.  New Members welcome.
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FUNdraising News
The FUNdraising committee was delighted with the response to the Christmas Bowl Appeal which was promoted with the support 
of the Worship and Communication committees.  A variety of opportunities to contribute to this work was offered.

• $1,471.50     Christmas Bake & Craft Stall (3,10,17/12)  
•    $366.15     Preserves Stall (3&10/12)
•    $367.40     Other (3&10/12)
•    $267.00     Miscellaneous  
•    $130.00     Carols at the Manse (10/12)  
• $3,659.00     Advent worship  

  (this includes all credit card donations - $3,509)
• $1,148.35     Christmas worship 
A total of $7,142.40 was raised for the Christmas Bowl.  

Thank you to everyone who offered time, talents & energy, donated 
money and made purchases.  

Many, many thanks to Natalie Papworth,  
Glenice Cook and Leanne Salau for your tireless 
and abundant creativity.  The photos say it all.   
A new feature on the stalls, enjoyed by many 
this year, was the Christmas cards using Ann 
Soo and Mel Drury’s artwork.  All very popular.

Fundraising in 2018
Fun times are ahead for us this year with variations on familiar themes and a couple of new ideas.  We invite you to put the dates in 
your calendar and be ready to have lots of fun preparing for and participating in an as many of the events as possible.

Worship FUNdraising Stalls

• Term 1, 18th & 25th March - Lenten Appeal stall with 
familiar favourites

• Term 2, 3rd June - Uniting Winter Appeal with home made 
pies & pastries, order in advance. 
We’ll be hosting a pie bake up on 2nd June, come along 
and learn how to make sweet & savoury pies and possibly 
Italian pastries.

• Term 3, date to be advised - ‘My Favourite Cake Stall’ 
maybe linked in with a BUC Arts event

• Term 4, 2nd & 9th December - Christmas Bowl Appeal 
stalls with familiar favourites

Events

• Term 1 and throughout the year - Backyard Band parties for 
the Olive Way.  Book a date with Alistair, 0488 302 583 
Everyone is welcome to the party being hosted by Meg & 
David Moorhouse on 25th February.  Details here.

• Term 1, 4th March - Sydney Rd. Street Party Cupcake & 
Muffin stall

• Term 2, 16th June - Trivia Night & Auction for local groups 
supporting respectful listening

• Term 3, date to be advised - Bush Dance with sausage sizzle 
and Op Shop for the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre

• Term 4, 9th December - Carols at the Manse

Please contact one of us if you have any creative ideas for FUNdraising and especially let us know if you want to help plan or prepare 
for one of our stalls or events.   
                Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743, Glenice Cook, 0414 319 649, Jessica Kvanskul, 0432 910 152
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> Children, Youth & Young  
    Adult Ministry News

Student House
The summer has been a busy time for students as always, much 
work, much play, much travel and much anticipation for the 
new students and the beginning of Semester 1 in late February! 
Lots has been happening in preparation for the new year: the 
wonderful Student House Committee have been organising 
some much-needed property maintenance (special thanks to 
the fabulous Colin Hunter), we’ve been preparing for our Student 
House Retreat in mid February, farewelling outgoing students 
at worship on February 11th and perhaps most exciting, on 
February 1st our new additions Cecily, Jason and Quilan move 
into Green House and Elizabeth into Orange!

We’ll formally be welcoming the new Student House members 
at worship on February 25th and are so excited for this new 
year in community and faith. Check out this gorgeous pic of 
Brianna, Beth, Steph, Sam and Meysam doing just that a couple 
of weeks ago!

YUCY and OG
Nothing much to report on the youth front YET. Everyone’s just 
heading back to school and we’re very excited to start up YUCY 
nights again! The dates for term 1 are:

Friday, 7.30-9.30pm:  9th February, 23rd February,  
       9th March, 23rd March

Sadly, some of our leaders will be leaving us this year, so if 
you’re interested in leading or helping out at YUCY once in a 
while, do get in touch with me, Anika!

The OG crew will too begin meeting up and study sashing and 
coffeeing very soon! Catch up dates to be announced.

Anika Jensen

> Discipleship &  
    Education News

Lent Study 2018 
Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John

This year during the period of Lent (the 40 days leading up to 
Easter) you are invited to participate in a six-week journey of 
reflection and prayer with the words of John the Evangelist (The 
Gospel According to John and First Letter of John). By learning 
from Jesus as John presents him, his human friendships, and his 
teachings about God, we may enter further into relationship with 
the One who is love and longs for deep intimacy with each of us.

Participants are 
invited to meditate 
on the words of a 
daily verse from 
John. 

You can do this 
individually:

Sign up at this 
website to receive 
daily emails 
with a video and 
prayer, starting on 
February 11th

meetingjesusinjohn.org

Get a copy of the daily Prayer Journal to support your meditation 
and record your reflections. We will print copies for distribution 
at worship or you can download it from the website.

You can also join a group at one of two times: 

Thursday mornings at 10:30am-12:00pm in the Youth Hall

Thursday evenings at 7:30-9:00pm in the Church

Both groups will meet through March (1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd) 
culminating at the Maundy Thursday Service on 29th March. 

Sign up for your preferred time on the sheets at worship or 
contact Ian (0438547842 iferguson@icloud.com). 

Culture of Safety Contact Person
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has 
concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation 
to child sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, you 
may report this in confidence so that support can be provided. 
You may speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. 
Helen is the Culture of Safety Contact Person appointed by 
Church Council.  Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for 
following up any concerns raised. Please contact Helen in person 
or by telephone at 0423 009 813

> Culture of Safety

> Happy Birthday
Hamish Batch, Sarah Collard, Karin Coverdale,Ross Coverdale, 
Oliver Cumming, Betty Elleman, Samuel Hall, Flynn Masterton,  
Jesse Kruse, Nick Kruse, Alfie Mielak, Helen Rowe, James 
Thom, George Tieman

We’d love to offer birthday greetings in the month of your  
birthday.  Please email saide.cameron@bigpond.com  
if you want to be included.

http://meetingjesusinjohn.org
mailto:iferguson%40icloud.com?subject=
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
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> Regular Events

BUC Cycle
Join an enthusiastic group of cyclists after worship every 5-6 
weeks and explore Melbourne’s bike tracks.  We head off after 
worship and cycle for about two hours and usually stop off for 
icecream and/or a drink along the way.  

Our next ride is after worship on Sunday 11th March. 
Join us on the MS Melbourne Cycle on Sunday 15th April.

For more details contact Colin Hunter, 0407 522 587.

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email   sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
on Sunday evenings, (6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that 
invites us to reflect on the week that has passed and to pray for 
each other.  The shape of the evening is informal and low-stress.  

We are meeting on the second & fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Everyone is welcome and you can come every fortnight 
or just as you are available. If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574)  
or Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
Our next gathering will be Tuesday 6th February from 7:00pm  
For details, contact Amelia Ware, 0428 143 800.

Meditation
There are a number of opportunities to be involved in Christian 
Meditation in Brunswick.

There are weekly meetings at 29 MacFarland Street Brunswick 
each Wednesday at 8am and 5.30pm (meetings go for 30 
minutes). First meetings for the year are on 21st February.

There are also a number of Sunday meditation times, meeting at 
the church at 8.15am. Term 1 dates:  4th February, 4th & 25th 
March, New meditators are welcome and teaching is provided.

For more information contact Richard on 0407 796 429

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, & Art 
programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
facilitated by Jeanette Acland

7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 28th February 2018 

Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

Roseanne McNulty is nearing her 100th birthday in the mental 
hospital where she was committed as a 
young woman. Finishing up his case notes 
before the hospital is closed, psychiatrist 
Dr Grene finds himself intrigued by the 
story of his elderly patient. While Dr 
Grene investigates, Roseanne looks back 
on the tragedies and passions she has 
locked away in her secret journal, from her 
turbulent rural childhood to the marriage 
she believed would bring her happiness. 
But when Dr Grene finally uncovers the circumstances of her 
arrival at the hospital, it leads to a shocking secret.

Everyone welcome. Faye or Christine would be happy to talk to 
you about book club if you would like more information. 

Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group
A monthly social group for older, active women and men.  We 
visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or coffee.  New 
members always welcome. See notice in the Olive Press or 
contact Helen Rowe for further information about this month’s 
activity. Ph. 0423 009 813 or email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Distribution Day - Saturday 17th February,  
10 am - 12 noon.  

New members welcome!  We buy in bulk and you bring your re-
usable containers to fill with the quantity you want. Reasonable 
prices for products.   We meet in the Olive Way space.  Further 
information from Helen Rowe 0423 009 813 or Meredith Budge 
0403 717 714
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> Reports

The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:

• Door to the youth hall office has 
been replaced.

• Garden tidy up, South side gardens 
and mulch, pruning etc

• Replaced wood strip on panel
• Plumber has inspected heater in the 

west end of the hall, requires parts 
or replacement.

• Buildings are being engaged to provide a quote for the new 
sheds in the front of the youth hall.

• Maintain works undertaken within the ASWC building
• Quotes have been obtained for 66 stackable chairs to 

replace all but one row of the hall wooden bench seats
• Prepared the list of planned maintenance items for 2018
• Obtained quotes for the replacement of the faulty screen 

at the front of the church.  Exploring options related to the 
technical solution, resolution etc.

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:

• Repair the heater on the south wall in the west end of the 
hall. Investigating spare parts or replacement. 

• Synod Annual Child Safety Check actions are awaiting Food 
Co-op to updated their MSDS.

• The storage space (shed) in front of the youth hall.  
Awaiting quotes based on the concept design and the 
planning permit, then to seeking an additional quote.

• Cause of the leaks in the church has been Investigated and 
identified.  Laurie to organise a cherry picker to access the 
impacted area.  Document the additional items that have 
been identified as requiring action.  Then seek advice on the 
actions to be taken.

• Repairs to be undertaken to the external lighting, particularly 
the bollards, during the next electrical inspection, in 2018.  
James to test and replace any faulty bollard lights.

• Ascertain the service requirements of the dishwasher’s 
chemical pump also the replacement of the pipes.

• Replacement of the rangehood at 1/278-280 Brunswick 
Road.  Investigating spare parts or replacement.

• Awaiting Church Council’s decision on the proposal to 
replace the wooden bench seats in the hall with 66 single 
stackable seats.

• Nanoshield window film to be installed on the student 
house west facing bedroom windows.

• Gutters and down pipes to be inspected and cleaned
• Aspe plaster has come off and is to be repaired.

Property Committee

We met on Australia Day which we marked by meditating to the 
music of the didgeridoo. 

We had a lovely time reflecting on all the services offered 
since we last met (all fourteen of them).  We acknowledged 
the stained glass windows and offered our thanks to Helen 
Burnham, the artwork created by Ann Soo and Mel Drury, the 
Advent 4 Meditation service offered by Richard Arnold.  All 
these components added to the richness of our worship during 
Advent as we engaged with the stories from the Bible to listen 
to the messages of the prophets and angels and to discern how 
we too can be messengers.

The Blue Christmas service was well attended and beautifully 
shaped by Ann and Mel’s artwork.  We loved the pageant and 
offer our thanks to Caitlin Mullen-Beagley for her wonderful 
way of working with the children, the fabulous tweets and for 
a script that once again brought the story of Christ’s nativity to 
us with a fresh new look.  Our thanks also to the children who 
worked hard to make the pageant so delightful.  Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day services were also appreciated by all who 
attended.

On the first Sunday in January Ian invited us to share the New 
Year Covenant from the Methodist tradition.  Postcards with 
this covenant are available at worship.  We loved having Fiona 

Bottcher as our preacher for two Sundays in January.  We 
agreed that her sermons were impressive, offering fresh insights 
into challenging topics.  Thank you Fiona.

We reviewed our hopes and dreams for 2018 which are to 
• Nurture new liturgists and prayer leaders.  A workshop 

will be offered after Easter for interested, new and 
experienced liturgists and prayer leaders

• Nurture our young people.  We will continue to explore 
ways for our young people to be involved both up front and 
behind the scenes in the ‘work of worship’.

•  Use worship (liturgical) music more intentionally.  
We are excited to be offering a Sing-a-long (see p2) on 18th 
February as a way of helping us all to become familiar with 
the songs that we sing.

• Make connections between worship and the whole of our 
lives.

Our big priority item was to plan worship for the season of Lent.  
We have a few possibilities and will be meeting again on 3rd 
February.

Our calendar is fabulously rich and full as usual for this time of 
the year.  We look forward to another year of exploring our faith 
and worshipping our God together.

Worship Committee
Ray Cameron
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Worship during Advent offered us the opportunity to respond to the messages that we are offered and how we might respond to 
the invitation to be messengers.  Each week we rang a special bowl to help us listen to the Christmas Bowl Stories and pray for the 
people and countries that the Appeal supports.  Our thanks to Michael Rigby for loaning us his bowl.  See p 3 for more details and 
photos.

3/12 Advent 1 Mark 13:24-27; Isaiah 64:1-9 Ian spoke with the children about the special new season and asked them what 
the signs they could see around us.  They noticed the Advent wreath, the hanging window, 
the Christmas Bowl and purple cloths (the colour of Advent).  Ian explained that Advent 
is the season when Jesus comes to us, to make all things whole and new.  The square 
window invited us to look for the signs of summer just as Jesus told the disciples to learn 
the lessons from the fig tree.  A bucket & spade, summer fruit, sunglasses, icecream and 
thongs emerged from around the worship space which Amelia hung 
from the window.  Ian also showed the children some flax seed 
lillies which grow in our front garden, these he said are a sign of the 
Wurundjeri people’s kangaroo apple season.  We sang Tune In (one 
of our Advent theme songs to remind us to tune in and listen to the 

message of God’s love.  In the Gathering Space the children contributed to the creation of a large version of 
Mel Drury’s painting Sanctuary.  This was later made into one of our Christmas Cards.

For his first sermon for the Christian New Year Ian used the movie Arrival to help us explore beginnings and 
endings.  Talking about the circular language of the heptapods he explained that the ‘heptapods have come not to invade but with 
peaceful and gracious intent, to offer humanity, a gift, the gift of their language, their word, a universal language of reconciling peace 
and wholeness.’   He commented ‘Similarly our faith says that Jesus Christ is the living Word of God.  He will come again says the 
gospel, not as an alien, but as one of us, breaking into suffering to make a new beginning, loving the world into wholeness, that is our 
vision and our hope.’

Ian explored the ‘Arrival like twist in our faith’, offering possible beginnings and concluding ‘In the Christian story the future circles 
back into our past to hold us in our present, to hold all our beginnings and endings, to shape our present with the wondrous love and 

peace which was and which will be.’

Returning to the movie he spoke of Louise’s dilemma 
knowing as she does what her future holds.  
Commenting on the circular corridor that Louise walks 
he said ‘Faith holds all our beginnings and endings in the 
timeless circle of love that is making all things new and 
that’s why at Advent we pray ‘Maranatha’.  Maranatha 
means Come back to us Lord Jesus’.  Amen’

10/12 Advent 2 Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 The second Advent window was a round window which reminded us of the circle 
of God’s love.  Ian explained to the children that we had heard from the prophet Isaiah ‘the grass withers and the flower fades but 
the Word of our God lasts forever’.  Ian and Natalie invited the children to place flower seedlings in the window to remind us that 
everything that lives fades but is held in the circle of God’s love, God’s love holds us forever.

For Advent 2 Ian asked us ‘What is the Bible for?’ and ‘How does it work?’.  To answer these questions he applied the interpretative 
microscope to the first thirteen English words, translated for seven Greek words, of Mark’s gospel.  Along the way we were treated 
to a Greek lesson to explain how seven words become thirteen, an in depth look at the word αρχή (archí) which is translated as 
beginning but can also be translated to mean ruler, power and authority.  He illustrated the latter using his and Beth’s brief encounter 
with Queen Elizabeth in the Scottish Highlands.  He commented on the corruption of the use of the Bible citing the recent marriage 
equality debate as an example.  Ian said that we need to reclaim its proper purpose which he said is stated by Mark in the opening 
title of his book and in our Basis of Union.  He affirmed that Jesus is both the messenger and the message and asked ‘So how do we 
tune into that message?’  
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Concluding he reminded us of the story that we read in Mark’s Gospel ‘… a story about the forging of a new community of 
borderless love… a very hard story about the rejection of that love, the abuse and abandonment, the death of it.  A hard story but 
one that says this is not the end, only the beginning.’  He asked if our Good News is measuring up against the beginning of the Good 
News story affirming that ‘The grass withers and the flowers fade but the living divine creative word of our God stands forever and 
ever speaking new into every age.  May the Bible help us to tune into that word.

17/12 Advent 3 John 1:6-8,19-34; Isaiah 61:1-4,11 Our third window, a diamond, contained a candle and a mirror.  Ian 
reminded us of the first two windows and invited the children to reach up life the fig trees for the square window and makes a circle 
of love for the round window.  Ian and Anika spoke to the children about mirrors and how light helps us to see our own reflections.  
The children then turned to face the window and the candle within the window became alight.  Ian said that the window reminds us 

that Jesus is the light of the world and that we are called to reflect the light of Jesus to the world in our living.

On Advent 3 Ian commented ‘Today we heard John the Baptist say ‘There is one who stands among you who you do not know’.  He 
told us that this reminds him of a genre of stories that he calls ‘hidden gift stories’ citing Spiderman and the Black Widow in the 
Avengers as examples.  Ian asked us what we knew about John and we supplied a list and then he commented that we could 
probably say a lot more about Jesus but wondered ‘What do we really know? and What knowledge matters?’.  He then shared a 
hidden gift story about James Herriot, a young vet, delivering a calf against the scorn of a older farmer who initially saw him as weak 
and useless.  Reminding us again of the opening sentence he asked What do you know of that source, the bringer of abundant life 
(like the vet in the story)?  Ian said that John is our model witness in his humility and honesty and wondered if we might miss the 
new life that is being revealed because we are locked into a particular way of knowing and understanding Jesus.  Offering one more 
hidden gift story about David Helfgott in the movie Shine Ian wondered if we could be like the restaurant which ultimately welcomes 
and celebrates David’s incredible gift of music as we open ourselves through the ministry of the Olive Way and Olive Arts programs, 
to people whose creativity might surprise us by reflecting the light of the world.

Concluding Ian acknowledged that We don’t know, own or control the source of light and life.  We are not the light but like a humble 
hero we might reflect the light that shines on us in people for whom we don’t look for it.  People like the Jesus of the Gospels whose 
hidden gift is love, a gift he ultimately reveals by dying.  Where is the light and the life in that?  It’s hard to see but I’m willing to give 
my life in coming to know and reflect that light.  What about you?  

24/12 Advent 4 Luke 1:26-38; Luke 1:46b-55 On the fourth Sunday in Advent we changed pace and offered a service featuring 
teachings about the practice of Christian Meditation.  Saide spoke 
with the children about the angel’s message to Mary about the 
baby to be born.  She explained that this baby Jesus became a 
man who often needed to go away and find a place to pray.   
After lighting the four Advent candles the children were offered 
mandalas to colour in as a way of praying, a to way take our minds 
off all the things that are worrying us and help us to be peaceful 
in our hearts and minds and ready to hear God’s message of love, 
peace, joy and hope.

We welcomed Richard Arnold to offer us some teachings about meditation.  He began by speaking about the angel Gabriel’s 
announcement to Mary, an announcement that God is going to be present in a way not experienced by humanity before, in a way that 
is unbelievably intimate, in a way that will bring justice & peace to everyday lives of ordinary people.  He said ‘I believe that this is a 
staggering claim, that the mysterious source of the universe actually comes and dwells within every human being and every creature.’ 
Richard shared some of the teachings of Father Lawrence Freeman explaining that meditation is a universal spiritual tradition (found) 
in all the great traditions of the human family.  He described the three qualities of meditation – stillness in our bodies, silence and 
simplicity.
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And finally he offered us four ways of meditating:  prayerfully focussing 
on a passage of scripture, following our breath (counting as we inhale 
for up to 10 breaths, then beginning again), colouring a mandala or 
using a mantra or prayer word (saying it silently all the way through the 
meditation).  Maranatha is a word that Father Maine recommends and 
which Richard uses.  It is a word from Jesus’ language – Aramaic.  As 
thoughts and distractions come we don’t fight them we acknowledge 
them and let them go.  

We accepted Richard’s Christmas gift – seven minutes of meditation in the relative silence of the 
worship space. 

The season of Christmas began during Advent with our Blue Christmas service and continued with the Christmas Eve pageant 
and the 11:30 Holy Communion service.  See pages 4-7 for more news about these services.

25/12 Christmas Day John 1:1-5, 14, Isaiah 9:2, 6, Hebrews 1:1-3, Luke 1:46-48, 51-53, Luke 2:1-7, 8-14 On Christmas 
Day Ian invited the children to come forward and dress up in some of the costumes from the pageant to retell the Christmas story 
and then light the Advent candles and Christ Candle.  

In his sermon Ian commented that the Christmas story is like Google Earth or Apple Maps.  It starts with a big wide view of the 
whole world and then it zooms in and zooms right back out again, demonstrating this on screen.  Noting that you can’t zoom in 3D 
view to Bethlehem due to security laws he said that we’d have to rely on the Christmas story to bring it into focus.  Ian went on to 
discuss Emperor Augustus’ decree for registration, his Pax Romana and the titles ascribed to him.  He invited us to hear their radical 
revolutionary flavour of these titles when the Gospel applies them to Jesus.  Before zooming in though Ian offered us a quote from 
Donald Trump’s National Security Strategy Speech in which the ancient language of an imperial saviour is used.  He wondered what 
kind of saviour we need, if any.  And then Ian zoomed in on one humble family and the complicated birth of their child. Ian discussed 
Mary & Joseph’s situation, model families, marriage equality, the angel’s announcement of 
Jesus’ birth and the host of angels singing ‘Glory to God’.  He concluded ‘Friends our hope 
is peace on earth, starting from the manger with a humble family that breaks the mould of 
acceptability, a manger where the world’s outside are gathered into a holy family of peace.  
Zooming back out from that manger we find the view of the world changing, the view of Christ 
being born will be of a radically different shape so brothers and sisters lets bring blurry Bethlehem 
back into focus this Christmas, lets view the world and live our lives from the perspective of that 
manger of the sake of peace.  Amen.

31/12 Christmas 1 Luke 2:22-40, Galatians 4:4-7 
Ian invited the children to come and light the Christmas 
candles and to look around and see the Christmas story 
still laid out from the pageant - the high up throne for 
kings and the low down manger where Jesus was born.  
The first candle was lit for high up kings and angels, the 
second for the high up star in the sky shining above the 

place where Jesus was born, the third for Jesus’ mother and father in the low place, the fourth for the shepherds who came from 
the fields to gather at the manger.  And finally the Christ candle which brings together the high and the low, the light of the newborn 
baby.   Daniel then told a story ‘The Clown of God’ about a boy who could juggle who lost his gift and then found it again as gift for 
the baby Jesus.  He explained that when you use your gifts or talents to help others we are doing exactly what God wants us to do.

Ian shared his father’s outrage, which was directed at the church leaders of Auckland in relation to their Christmas letter and 
said that he shares his father’s ‘outrage at the idea that we can apply modern expectations of history and journalism to the ancient 
writers of the gospel‘.  He went on to pour ‘scorn on Luke’s ability to record facts accurately before going on to explore how his 
lack of accuracy might actually be life transforming for us’.  He did this in relation to Luke’s account of Mary’s purification, Jesus’ 
naming, circumcision and presentation to the Lord.  He then invited us to ‘look a little deeper to see how Luke weaves this alternative 
version of reality in order to subtly proclaim the gospel’.  He spoke of Mary’s story being subsumed by Jesus’ story, of the story of 
Jesus seemingly rejecting his mother and brothers and sisters, and of his own personal story of ministry in relation to his father and 
grandfathers, also ministers.  Ian affirmed that we each have our own story but ‘by God’s grace 
our lives are caught up in the story of the one born to Mary in Bethlehem, born in Bethlehem or at 
least that’s where Luke says he was born and as we’ve seen Luke is not great with the facts.’  He 
concluded ‘Ultimately this story which we all share is directed towards the one who is it’s source, 
the source of our story is the love which gives birth to the light and the life of creation, the love 
which is now born in humanity to renew creation through grace.  So friends live your story as a 
sign of that world transforming love.  Amen’
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7/1 Epiphany Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12 Ian invited the children to light the Advent and Christmas candles one last time 
remembering something about Jesus and offering a prayer each time.  We prayed for the newborn child Jesus, for his humanity, 
his divinity, his suffering, his forgiving love and for hope this New Year, the hope that the new born baby brings.  The children then 
gathered around Jony Salama’s painting to share in the dedication.  See page 8 for the story.

Ian invited us to meditate on the Christmas star on the first Sunday after Christmas commenting that If we lived in the world of 
the gospels we would find nothing bizarre in the claim that a new star appeared in the sky to herald the birth of a great person, 
a wise leader, a powerful ruler, in fact we might expect it.  Ian said The question I’m not interested in is ‘is the story of the magi 
accurate?’ but was there an actual celestial phenomenon at the time of Jesus’ birth which his followers might have remembered and 
subsequently associated with his birth (6BCE).  And Can art illuminate the star for us as science attempts to explain it?   

He offered Hayley’s comet (12BCE) and a comet machine Zamihakal, made by a Patrick Thaiday on Thursday Island ; a planetary 
conjunction between Jupiter and Saturn, (7BCE) and John Keat’s poem ‘Bright Star’; and a super nova (none documented) or super 
star and the musical Jesus Christ Superstar

He concluded Friends like Judas we, don’t we, have certain expectations of great people, wise leaders, powerful rulers, the kinds of 
people who in another age would be heralded by stars?  But Jesus breaks those expectations.  His star shines over a place of humility 
and while it heralds his birth it also points to his death.  The mystery of our faith is that the light of his super star shines on, the 
darkness of his death did not overcome it.  Comet, conjunction or supernova, how does it shine for you?  

We celebrated Holy Communion around the manger and then after worship took down the pageant setting, a setting which offered 
us insights into the high and low places and the stories we hear and tell from these places.

14/1 Epiphany 2 Psalm 139:1-6,13-18, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Saide invited the 
children to come forward and with only Felix to chat with after listening to the beautiful 
words of the psalm invited the congregation to respond to the question ‘What’s the first 
thing you do you do when you get up in morning?’  We talked about how amazing it is 
that God knows us so well and that God made us to be who we are with all the things 
we can do with our bodies.  Fiona commented ‘Everyone’s bodies are amazing and 
what’s even more amazing is that God is within each and every one of us, shaping us 
with love.’

We welcomed Fiona Bottcher as our preacher for this and the next week while Ian was on leave visiting his family in New 
Zealand.  Fiona invited us to reflect on Paul’s words to the Corinthians a bit differently and find new ways to bring them to life.  She 
reminded us that context is important and took us on a journey to the church in Corinth sharing common slogans of the time and 
Paul’s response to the way people used these slogans to justify their actions.  She said ‘Paul draws parallels between our sexual 
relationships and our relationship with God; two bodies become one flesh as “anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him”. 
Flesh and spirit united.  And in this uniting in relationship there is also uniting in oneness, one body. A oneness that insists on equality. 
We cannot be united, in relationship with another, if there is an imbalance of power or contempt.  

Bringing us back to Brunswick Fiona spoke about the many ways that bodies are not treated equally 
in our time including child sexual abuse, a mass murder of disabled people in Japan in 2017, a 
murder-suicide involving a family with autistic children.  Fiona affirmed that all bodies are temples of 
the Holy Spirit and glorify God. In God all bodies are equal and offered a prayer of love for all bodies 
… May we glorify God in our bodies, the bodies that make up this congregation, and the bodies of 
the homeless, the disabled, the refugee.  The bodies of the animals that feed us, the bodies of water 
that sustain us, the bodies of those who make the clothes we wear and our mobile phones. AMEN. 

https://journeyjottings.com/blog/2011/10/torres-strait-dance-machines/
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21/1 Epiphany 3 Psalm 62: 5-12; Mark 1:14-20 Fiona and Anika talked to the children about a very intellectual book called 
‘Green Eggs & Ham’.  Having 
explored the story Anika 
suggested the Sam-I-am is a 
little like Jesus because Jesus 
asks us trust our gifts and 
trust each other in the world.  
They agreed that faith is about 
trusting Jesus.

Responding to Mark’s telling of Jesus calling the disciples to follow him, to become fishers of people’ Fiona invited us to have a 
closer look at the words ‘repent (or metanoia)’ and ‘believe’.  She wondered what it is about Jesus that ‘makes the fishermen drop 
everything and follow him’, explaining that ‘Jesus isn’t promising the fisherman a happily ever after, but he is promising new life and 
Hope in the Kingdom of God.’  

Turning her attention to the fishermen Fiona reminded us that with the Bible the context really matters and suggested that we could 
hear Jesus call as ‘take everything I’ve given you, your God given gifts and graces, and follow me with everything that you are’.  She 
told us that this call is not just for our jobs or titles or roles but the whole of our lives.  

To help us explore the radical love that Jesus calls us to show Fiona concluded her sermon with Lorna Hallahan’s story as told at the 
‘Exclusion and Embrace: Disability, Justice & Spirituality Conference’ convened by Andy Calder in 2016, a story about the need to 
being seen, accepted and understood for who she was.  She said there was no easy answer in Lorna’s story because what we’re 
talking about is people in relationship, with each other and with God. But it’s in relationships that we’re called to change in ways 
that help us to see, accept and understand each other – metanoia – a change of heart.  Maybe this is what it means to see Jesus in 
everyone that we meet. What would Jesus do?  We just don’t know, but probably something that feels and looks a lot like radical love.

28/1 Epiphany 4 Psalm 111; Mark 1:14-39 Ian talked with the children about starting the new school year.  We discovered that 
Imogen Lees is starting school - yay!.  Ian told the children that he hopes they get 
lots of praise this year and went on to talk about praising God.  We listened to Jenne 
sharing Psalm 111 which is full of praise for God.  Together we sang an Alleluia which 
Ian explained means ‘We praise you God’.

Ian explained that in his sermon we were going to follow through the first 25 verses 
of his ministry in Mark’s Gospel, five scenes of his public ministry.  Jenne read the 
scenes and Ian responded to each in turn, responding to a series of questions ‘How 
does Jesus begin his ministry?’   And ‘What are the essential elements that Mark the 
Gospel writer lays out for us as we follow Jesus into this new year?’  Is there anything 
amongst those elements will influence our living and working this year, our ministry of life?’  See Ian’s Meditation for answers to these 
questions.

As Ian preached he offered gestures and to conclude the sermon invited us to join him in a gestural prayer and then prayed.  

3.  The confrontation, 
conflict 

1.  The message 2,  The call,  
follow me, gather

4. The healing, the raising, the serving  

Oh Jesus we pray to you.  Help us to hear and to proclaim your message.  Help us to follow wherever you lead us.  Help us to be 
strong in the confrontation of injustice and evil in the world.  Help us to be humble, to know our need for healing and to offer service 
as you do.  Lead us on the journey into this new year in your holy name we pray.  Amen

Sermon recordings together with the Prayers of Adoration & Confession and Prayers of the People are available on our website.  Well 
worth following up for the services that you miss or simply for the pleasure and challenging of engaging with the again. 
                          Saide Cameron

http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sermons-stories/
http://brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/sermons-stories/
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

February 4 Ian Ferguson 
Epiphany 5, Holy Communion

March 4 Ian Ferguson 
Lent 3, Holy Communion

March 29 Ian Ferguson, 7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday

February 11 Ian Ferguson 
Transfiguration

March 11 Ian Ferguson 
Lent 4

March 30 Ian Ferguson 
Good Friday

February 14 Ian Ferguson, 7:30 pm
Ash Wednesday

March 18 Ian Ferguson 
Lent 25

April 1 Ian Ferguson, 6:30 am
Easter Day, Dawn Service

February 18 Ian Ferguson 
Lent 1

March 25 Ian Ferguson 
Palm Sunday

April 1 Ian Ferguson
Easter Day, Holy Communion

February 25 Ian Ferguson 
Lent 2

After Epiphany
A period in which the Church reflects on the manifestation of Christ to all people.  The Baptism 
of the Lord is the first Sunday of this period.  On the last Sunday, we hear the readings of the 
Transfiguration of the Lord.  The length of this period varies depending on the date of Easter.

Date Day First Reading Psalm  Second Reading Gospel C
4/2 Epiphany 5  Is 40:21-31   Ps 147:1-11,20c   1 Cor 9:16-23   Mk 1:29-39  G
11/2 Transfiguration 2 Kgs 2:1-12   Ps 50:1-6   2 Cor 4:3-6  Mk 9:2-9   W

Lent
A season of preparation and discipline that begins with Ash Wednesday and concludes at sundown 
on Holy Saturday.  During the forty weekdays and six Sundays in Lent, the Church remembers the 
life and ministry of Jesus and renews its commitment to him in Christian discipleship. 

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
14/2 Ash Wednesday Jl 2:1-2, 12-17   Ps 51:1-7   2 Cor 5:20b-6:10  Mt 6:1-6,16-21  P
    or Is 58:1-12             
18/2 Lent 1 Gn 9:8-17   Ps 25:1-10  1 Pt 3:18-22  Mk 1:9-15  P
25/2 Lent 2 Gn 17:1-7, 15-16  Ps 22:23-31  Rom 4:13-25  Mk 8:31-38  P
43 Lent 3  Ex 20:1-17  Ps 19   1 Cor 1:18-25  Jn 2:13-22  P
11/3 Lent 4 Nm 21:4-9  Ps 107:1-3,17-22  Eph 2:1-10  Jn 3:14-21  P
18/3 Lent 5 Jer 31:31-34  Ps 51:1-12  Heb 5:5-10  Jn 12:20-33  P
     or Ps 119:9-16          
25/3 Annunciation  Is 7:10-14   Ps 45 or 40:5-10  Heb 10:4-10  Lk 1:26-38  W
25/3 Palm Sunday  Is 50:4-9a  Ps 118:1-2,19-29  Phil 2:5-11  Mk 11:1-11   P
           or Jn 12:12-16  
29/3 Maundy Thursday Ex 12:1-4, (5-10)11-14 Ps 116:1-2,12-19  1 Cor 11:23-26  Jn 13:1-17, 31b-35  P
30/3 Good Friday  Is 52:13-53:12   Ps 22   Heb 10:16-25  Jn 18:1-19:42  B
        or Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9      

Easter 
The great fifty days of Easter includes eight Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil and 
concluding on the Day of Pentecost.  The season celebrates the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Date Day First Reading  Psalm   Second Reading  Gospel   C

1/4 Easter Day  Acts 10:34-43  Ps 118:1-2, 14-24  1 Cor 15:1-11  Jn 20:1-18  W
  or Is 25:6-9     or Acts 10:34-43  or Mt 28:1-10      



February Diary 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

February 4 
8:15 – Meditation  
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       HC 

SMP Blessing 
Café Style Morning Tea 

 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:00 – Mulling 

 7 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 8 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transfiguration 11 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

Student House Farewell 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:30 – Table Church 

 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 13 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

Ash Wednesday 14 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Worship 

 15 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 16 
 

 
 
 
  

 17 
 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 

Lent 1 18 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

 
1:00 – Lenten  Sing-a-long 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 20 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 21 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 22 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
6:45 – JAM C’tee 

 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 24 
 
 
12:00 – Studio Walk 
 
 

Lent 2 25 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

Student House Welcome 
10:45 - AGM 
11:45 – Lunch  
4:00 – Backyard Party 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:30 – Table Church 

 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 27 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 28 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
7:30 – Pastoral Care C’tee 
7:30 – Book Group 

March 1 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Lenten Study 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 

  Lent 3 4 
8:15 – Meditation  
9:30 –Ian Ferguson  HC, AA 

Commissioning of Elders 
12:00 – Sydney Road 

Street Party 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 7 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 

 8 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Lenten Study 

 9 
  

 10 
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