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On 9th April we began Palm Sunday at BUC with a reflection about welcome.  The Christ Church Anglican congregation met us at 
our doors with Palm Sunday crosses and we followed them with a very beautiful donkey to meet our ecumenical neighbours at St. 
Ambrose Catholic church.  For the first Sunday in more years than any of us could remember the weather on Palm Sunday was wet 
so  we worshipped inside which was quite special.  We shared the Palm Sunday liturgy and then returned to BUC with the Baptist 
congregation.  Ian and Litha shared a greeting.  Phil Hudson taught us ‘Let Kindness Reign’ and Helen and Isla led the Prayers of the 
People prepared by Ian. We enjoyed morning tea together.

> Palm Sunday 2017

Later in the day we gathered outside the 
State library for the Palm Sunday Rally.  
We listened to speeches and then walked 
a shorter block around the city joyfully 
carrying our very recognizable banners.  
Thankfully the rain set in with abundance 
only after the ‘Walk for Justice for 
Refugees’ had concluded.



	  

	  

5

> Easter Storytelling 2017
Nourish
Nourish is a gathering for children and adults for meditative style storytelling and 
communion. The storytelling method is drawn from Montessori method Godly 

Play. Faye Findlay has been using this 
in SMP and we have been inspired 
to use the method for Nourish.

As a storyteller I have been drawn to 
the thoughtful wording of the stories 
and the intrinsic respect this holds. 
The Faces of Easter telling goes 
through the life of Christ  
and tells the darkness and 
light of Easter. It is a privilege 
to tell in a context where 
children and adults alike are 
able to give deep attention. 
As one of the parents 
commented after April 12, ‘I 
hadn’t been to Nourish since 
the first series and I really 
noticed the way the children 
listened with such attention.’

Matthew’s telling
Easter Storytelling was again offered this year by 12 storytellers who learnt 
Matthew’s Passion Narrative and told it to 50 or more people who gathered in 
the darkened church on the Wednesday of Holy Week. This space in the week 
provides a remarkable atmosphere to listen to the Easter story.  Our grateful 
thanks to Ian for his holding of the space to these women who generously give 
their time, love and skill to the task. This year James Balsillie provided sensitive 
piano backing which was appreciated by all.  
             Julie Perrin 
       See News on page 12 for information about the next storytellers’ course.
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> Maundy Thursday 2017
John 13:1-17, 31b-35; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; 
Isaiah 25:6-8 On 13th April, Maundy Thursday, 
we began in the Gathering Space sharing conversation 
and food, including olives picked by Natalie & Shawn 
on Good Friday 2015.  

After a time of prayer we responded to the invitation 
to have our feet or hands washed in the Chapel 
spaces and then move to the Worship space to write 
our prayers for people in our world who do not feel 
welcomed and are not offered God’s hospitality.  

We set the table with the welcome banner and bread 
and wine for our celebration of Holy Communion.

David introduced his new song ‘We are humbled by 
your grace’ as the table was set.  We then enjoyed a 
delicious meal and later listened to the reading from 
John’s gospel of Jesus giving his disciples the new 
commandment - that we love one another.

The service concluded with a litany to prepare us for 
Good Friday.  We recalled welcome and the prayers 
we wrote, Jesus washing the disciples’s feet and the 
bread & wine and the meal that we had shared.

Together we cleared the table and went home.
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> Good Friday 2017

Isaiah 53:1-12, John 18:1-19:42  On 14th April, Good Friday we gathered around the table to tell and listen to the story of 
Christ’s passion beginning with prayer and a new verse of ‘We are humbled by your grace’.   We layered the purple of Lent and the 
Welcome banner with the black of Good Friday setting it with the ashes from Ash Wednesday, a bowl and towel, the platter & goblet 
and prayer loaves from Maundy Thursday and a crown of thorns.  Ian offered reproaches from the cross ‘I welcomed you ...’.

We responded to the invitation to hold the nail we had received as we prayed for the world and later placed our nails on the table 
before moving forward to venerate the cross and collect rosemary, the herb associated with love, remembrance and peace, to 
remember the love of Christ in whom God fully embraced human suffering ad dying.  

We concluded exchanging a silent sign of peace and solidarity.
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> Easter Day 2017

John 20:1-18  Dawn Service On 16th April, Easter Day, we gathered out by the Indigenous Sculpture garden in the early 
morning to listen to John’s story of Christ’s resurrection.  The Christ Candle was lit as we entered the church to share a 
Remembrance of Baptism and to light tapers in prayer for the world, the church and for those we love.

After worship we enjoyed a delicious breakfast of croissants, pikelets with jam & cream and fresh fruit.

Matthew 28:1-11 Easter Day Later 
we gathered again at our regular worship 
time to celebrate Christ’s resurrection 
with word, song, prayer and Holy 
Communion.  In the Gathering Space we 
listened to the story from Matthew’s 
gospel.  Our prayers of adoration included 
all four voices of our new Holy Week song 
‘We are humbled by your grace.’  Ian lit 
the Christ Candle with the children and 
we processed into the Worship Space 
singing ‘Halle, halle, halle’.
The table was set again from Good Friday layered with the purple of Lent and the black of Good 
Friday.  We acknowledged the symbols of the stories and placed them carefully at the foot of the 
table and we remembered from the Nourish Easter storytelling that we need both sides of the story,

the darkness of Good 
Friday and the joy of 
Easter Day.   And we 
layered the table again 
with white cloths and 
the welcome banner 
and symbols of new 
life - bread & wine and 
flowers.  
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Ian’ sermon encouraged us to ‘Go and tell’ the joyous message of Easter concluding 
‘Christ will meet you in the midst of life lived together out of death on the way in God’s 
new direction.  Go and tell.  Amen’.  In our prayers for the people we prayed remembering 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and celebrating Easter Day that there may be plenty 
and that there may be hope.  We joyfully celebrated Holy Communion receiving the 
blessing ‘Go in peace to live as the children of the resurrection’.

And so concluded an amazing week of worship rich with stories 
and symbols and prayers and songs.  The Lenten theme of 
welcome was carried through the Holy Week series and our 
beautiful welcome banner reminded us again and again of the 
welcome that we receive in God’s heart and at God’s table.  

A few thank yous ...

Thank you to Helen Burnham for her work on the Welcome 
banner’, taking our tiny scraps of cloth each week and carefully 
arranging them in the outlined letters and stitching the colourful 
ribbon around the letters was a true labour of love and a 
beautiful gift.

Thank you to all our readers and musicians for the week.

Thank you to David Stephens for his song ‘We are humbled by 
your grace’, for his openness to collaboration, allowing Saide, 
Ian, Elaine and Julia to contribute to the final outcome.

Thank you to Graeme Burnham for so generously and joyfully 
playing the piano on Easter Day.

Thank you to Jenny Hunter and Valmai Brunlow for their beautiful 
flower arrangements, such a joy to receive and share.

It is such a joyful privilege to plan worship for Holy Week and to 
see worship take shape and touch people’s lives.  Ian Ferguson, 
Saide Cameron, Kirsty Bennett, David Stephens and Peter 
Middleton feel entirely blessed to have had this experience.  
Please consider joining a worship planning team another time.

Saide Cameron


