
Brunswick Uniting Church, updated August 2017 

General Information 
1. The Music Ministry of our congregation is supported by our two Music Co-ordinators – Elaine Potter and Natalie Sims 

2. In her role as a member of the Music Ministry Team Elaine Potter is responsible for encouraging, supporting & nurturing 
musicians.  If you have any questions about making swaps, leading music or any of the information in these guidelines you 
can contact her on 9077 3902 or perpl1@optusnet.com.au 

3. Natalie Sims offers a wealth of song lectionary based song suggestions a couple of weeks in advance on her blog ‘Singing 
from the Lectionary’ http://lectionarysong.blogspot.com/  

4. A report on Song Frequencies by Natalie Sims, 2/11, makes great reading and resoundingly debunks the myth that any 
song is ‘sung too often’ at BUC.  Contact saide.cameron@bigpond.com for a copy. 

 
Guidelines for Musicians 

1. We are facilitators of worship.  We try to be aware of the space that we move people into throughout the service – joyful, 
contemplative, prayerful, exuberant …   

2. We aim to lead the congregation confidently, remaining aware that the music we offer is an act of worship 

3. We also aim to leave a time of quiet or music so people can settle into a sacred space 
 

Guidelines for Music Co-ordinator 
1. The coordinator for the week is the first person on the list.  

2. It is important before worship as a way of dedicating our gifts to God.  You might like to use this simple prayer or offer one of 
your own: 

Loving Creator God we thank you for the gift of music which stirs our souls and brings us closer to you.   
Bless us today as we share this precious gift in leading our congregation in our worship of you.  Amen. 

3. An order of service will be emailed by the liturgist or preacher usually by Thursday evening. 

4. Contact the musicians on the list and organise a practice time.  This is usually on Saturday before 6pm and again on 
Sunday morning at 8:30 am.  A full list of musicians including contact details, availability & instruments played is available 
from Saide on request. 

5. If another instrument or voices are required for a particular piece of music feel free to contact extra people accordingly. 

6. Choose music for reflection after the sermon (we have a very strong preference of this to be instrumental) and offering. 
Some liturgists suggest songs, some don’t. You might also like to offer a special item, either a solo or from the whole group, 
or choose music to balance the selection if you notice there are too many songs of one style.  Discuss this with the liturgist if 
you are unsure.  

7. Choose music for the distribution of Holy Communion, this needs to be quiet enough to allow the blessing to be heard and 
for people to reflect quietly.  Make a plan for how the musicians will be served during the distribution of communion, either 
altogether or in two groups.   

8. Ensure that you have sufficient copies of the required music.  Often multiple copies of familiar songs are in the folders on 
the shelves in the Tower Room (in order of First Line).  Otherwise make new copies. 

9. Arrive earlier than the arranged Sunday morning practice time to turn on the sound system and set up the microphones.  
The key to the cupboard is hanging on the side of the bookshelf in the Tower Room. 

10. After worship pack away the microphones and shut down the sound system.  Note the sound operator usually assists with 
both this and setting up. 

11. Return all music books and copies to the Tower Room shelves & folders. 

12. A box of percussion instruments is available for use and can be found in the Tower Room cupboard. 


