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May 2017 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene came to the garden and saw that the 
stone had been removed from the tomb. 

And the shock, loss and grief blind her to the beauty of 
the garden around her. It shares the beauty of that other 
prominent biblical garden: and the Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east; and there God put the man 
whom God had formed (Genesis 2). The Easter garden, 
which at first sight seems a place of bitterness and sorrow, 
is in fact a garden of creativity like the one in Eden. Here 
God makes to rise the new Adam, the beginning of a 
renewed humanity.

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one 
at the head and the other at the feet.

Those precisely placed angels, echo the building 
instructions for the ark of the covenant: Then you shall 
make a mercy-seat of pure gold… You shall make two 
cherubim of gold … at the two ends of the mercy-seat. 
Make one cherub at one end, and one cherub at the other 
end. (Exodus 25). That mercy seat was the lid of the ark 
of the covenant: God says, ‘You shall put the mercy-seat 
on the top of the ark… There I will meet you.’ And when 
the ark is placed in the Holy of Holies at the heart of the 
Temple in Jerusalem, the mercy seat becomes the place 
where the High Priest performs the rituals of atonement – 
those actions of grace and forgiveness which reconcile the 
people with God. Thus, for Christians, Christ’s empty tomb 
is a new Holy of Holies. There is a new mercy seat with an 
angel at either end, a new place to be reconciled to God 
– a new place where sin is forgiven, relationship restored, 
creation renewed, and humanity readmitted to the garden 
of God’s delight.

Mary turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not know that it was Jesus. Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him.’ 

Perhaps in an ironic sense she is right about him being the 
gardener. For this is the one of whom the gospel says: All 
things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being (John 1). He is the gardener of 
creation. 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).

Like a good shepherd, he calls his own by name and leads 
them. His sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
(John 10). What Mary can’t see in her grief, she knows at 
the sound of his voice saying her name. She knows he is 
alive. 

We also may not recognise him alive in the garden of our 
world to bring God’s creatures into harmony with one 
another and their creator. We may not recognise him, 
but he calls our names in the glories and struggles of the 
world, in the triumphs and injustices of humanity, in the 
beauty and agony of creation. Listen for the reconciler, the 
gardener, the good shepherd, listen with your heart. 

Ian Ferguson

In the Easter Garden – a meditation on John 20:1-18



	  

	  

2

> Worship Calendar

Combined service
On the 5th Sunday in April, 30th April, the Brunswick 
Indonesian UC congregation will join us for worship.

After worship everyone is invited to stay on for a BBQ lunch.  
See Special Events, p13 and Pastoral Care News. p4 for more 
information.

Mission Appeal Month
Over three Sundays in May, 7th, 14th & 21st there will be 
‘Mission Spots’ and reflections during worship to support the 
congregation in reflecting on our giving.

Church Camp
On the weekend of church camp, 28th May, we will welcome 
Rev. Sunny Chen as our preacher at BUC.  Worship will be 
shaped by the camp theme - This is community!

Pentecost Sunday
We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit on Sunday 4th June.  
We celebrate Holy Communion and also the final Sunday in the 
Mission appeal series as a Pledge Day.

Uniting in Song
This year the UCA will celebrate her 40th Anniversary on 22nd 
June.  As part of the celebration BUC and Wesley, Lonsdale 
St. are joining our 
creative forces to 
host a wonderful 
musical celebration.  
Save the date 
- Sunday 25th 
June, 2-5pm at 
Wesley.  More 
details here.

> May is “Mission Appeal Month”
Many of you will have received a letter from Church Council 
about the need for us to increase our financial support to enable 
us to maintain our current mission effort – and hopefully grow it.

BUC is engaging in God’s mission in lots of wonderful ways. 
They include:

• Our staffed programs – the Olive Way, the Student House, 
Youth Group, and Children & Families ministry

• The activities of our other groups and committees which 
contribute to what we are as a church.

• Financial contributions to wider mission within the Uniting 
Church

• Support of mission partners, including The Asylum Seeker 
Welcome Centre and Melbourne City Mission (North Fitzroy 
palliative care and youth homelessness service).

• Fundraising for programs like the Christmas Bowl and Share 
Appeal. 

Our increased commitment to mission over the last few years 
has not been matched by an increase in our income – especially 
giving by individuals.  BUC regular income last year was about 
$356,000 with about $143,000 coming from individual donations 
and the rest from rent and interest.

We spent (and gave away) nearly $390,000 with about 
$220,000 of that going to salaries. So, we need to increase 
giving by around $36,000 in order to sustain our activities in 
future years

We believe this is an achievable goal, without needing to ask 
anyone to contribute more than they can manage – for example, 
if only 50 people increased their giving by $15 per week we 
would have nearly $40,000 dollars extra.

May will be Mission Appeal month, with “Mission Spots” and 
reflections during services, BUC Expo & discussion forums after 
the services. We will also provide further information about 
ways you can give, and the importance of giving regularly.

If you would like to talk about the “how” of giving, then Mal 
Rowe and Linda Wannan would be happy to talk options 
including the traditional envelopes, direct debit through UCA, 
direct bank transfer to BUC’s bank account or even allocating 
interest on an investment to BUC before tax.

May is a month for working out how we will continue to live out 
the reign of God in our community and Pentecost (June 4) is the 
day when we get a chance to make a financial commitment to 
that. 
  Shawn Whelan, Ian Ferguson, Mal Rowe, Linda Wannan

> Happy Birthday
Chris Allan, Kim Allan, Peter Allan, Andrea Alvis, Sheree Anderson, Richard Arnold, Benedict Baker, Fran Barber, Michael Cameron, 
James Clough, Brian Conway, Malachi Conway, Gus Coverdale, Clara Hall, Anita Major, Aidan McNamara, Catherine Mullen,  
William Nankervis, Lauren Reader, Dieter Tieman

A big Happy Birthday to Richard Collard celebrating his 90th birthday on 7th May.

mailto:http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/Uniting%2520in%2520Song%2520Poster%25203%2520R.pdf?subject=
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> Index

Keeping Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe
If any member of the congregation – child or adult – has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, it is important that you report this in confidence so that support can be provided. 
You may speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Safe Church Contact Person appointed by Church 
Council.  Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised. Contact Helen in person or by telephone at 
0423 009 813

> Culture of Safety

What is the background to our regular monthly Culture of 
Safety messages?

There are many sad stories in the media about abuse suffered 
by children and young people in past years, now coming to light 
through the Royal Commission.  Much of this abuse was inflicted 
by people working or volunteering in religious organisations.

The Uniting Church Synod of Victoria and Tasmania is assisting 
congregations to implement processes and procedures that help 
to safeguard children and young people, and helping to explain 
new legislation and standards.

At Brunswick we started to develop child safe processes in 
2014, first in children’s and youth programs and later including 
our whole-of-congregation responsibility for the safety of 
children.  You can find out more by talking to leaders in children 
and youth activities, CY&YA Committee members or to an Elder.

Church Council adopted the Synod Keeping Children 
Safe policy. We have a Code of Conduct. All key leaders 
in the congregation and volunteers in children’s activities 
have a Working With Children Check. We have a screening 
process for volunteers and offer induction and training.  
We are working towards meeting the Victorian Child Safe 
Standards and the Royal Commission elements for a child safe 

organisation.  Council appointed a Safe Church Contact Person 
for congregation members to contact with concerns about 
suspected or actual child abuse.

Why are we doing this work?

• Firstly and most importantly, it arises out of our commit-
ment to God and the central command to love all people, 
especially those who are vulnerable. We believe the Chris-
tian community is a window into what the Kingdom of God 
is like; a representation of God’s will for God’s creation and 
a world transformed

• Furthermore, the Uniting Church is required to implement 
this by law

• Thirdly, if we do not want our Congregations and agencies 
to be open to being sued for large sums of  money, we 
must be able to demonstrate that we have done all in our 
power to implement the requirements. 

The Keeping Children Safe Policy and summary of the Standards 
are displayed near the main notice board.   For further 
information about the Synod Keeping Children Safe policy, the 
Child Safe Standards or what we are doing at Brunswick please 
contact Helen Rowe Email: helen.rowe@rocketmail.com.

A reader-friendly explanation of the Keeping Children Safe policy and standards

1. Meditation

2. Worship calendar, Mission Appeal 
Month, Happy Birthday

3. Culture of Safety

4. Palm Sunday

5. Easter Storytelling

6. Maundy Thursday

7. Good Friday

8. Easter Day

9. Easter Day

10. Sharing our Faith

11. Pastoral Care News

12. News

13. JAM News 

14. CY&YA News

15. Sharing our Faith 2, CY&YA News, 
Olive Way News

16. Olive Way News, Special Events

17. Regular Events

18. Reports:  Council, Worship

19. Reports:  Worship  

20. Reports:  Worship, Property

21. Reports: Property 
Preaching Plan, Lectionary

22. Diary

mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com?subject=
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On 9th April we began Palm Sunday at BUC with a reflection about welcome.  The Christ Church Anglican congregation met us at 
our doors with Palm Sunday crosses and we followed them with a very beautiful donkey to meet our ecumenical neighbours at St. 
Ambrose Catholic church.  For the first Sunday in more years than any of us could remember the weather on Palm Sunday was wet 
so  we worshipped inside which was quite special.  We shared the Palm Sunday liturgy and then returned to BUC with the Baptist 
congregation.  Ian and Litha shared a greeting.  Phil Hudson taught us ‘Let Kindness Reign’ and Helen and Isla led the Prayers of the 
People prepared by Ian. We enjoyed morning tea together.

> Palm Sunday

Later in the day we gathered outside the 
State library for the Palm Sunday Rally.  
We listened to speeches and then walked 
a shorter block around the city joyfully 
carrying our very recognizable banners.  
Thankfully the rain set in with abundance 
only after the ‘Walk for Justice for 
Refugees’ had concluded.
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> Easter Storytelling
Nourish
Nourish is a gathering for children and adults for meditative style storytelling and 
communion. The storytelling method is drawn from Montessori method Godly 

Play. Faye Findlay has been using this 
in SMP and we have been inspired 
to use the method for Nourish.

As a storyteller I have been drawn to 
the thoughtful wording of the stories 
and the intrinsic respect this holds. 
The Faces of Easter telling goes 
through the life of Christ  
and tells the darkness and 
light of Easter. It is a privilege 
to tell in a context where 
children and adults alike are 
able to give deep attention. 
As one of the parents 
commented after April 12, ‘I 
hadn’t been to Nourish since 
the first series and I really 
noticed the way the children 
listened with such attention.’

Matthew’s telling
Easter Storytelling was again offered this year by 12 storytellers who learnt 
Matthew’s Passion Narrative and told it to 50 or more people who gathered in 
the darkened church on the Wednesday of Holy Week. This space in the week 
provides a remarkable atmosphere to listen to the Easter story.  Our grateful 
thanks to Ian for his holding of the space to these women who generously give 
their time, love and skill to the task. This year James Balsillie provided sensitive 
piano backing which was appreciated by all.  
             Julie Perrin 
       See News on page 12 for information about the next storytellers’ course.
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> Maundy Thursday
John 13:1-17, 31b-35; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; 
Isaiah 25:6-8 On 13th April, Maundy Thursday, 
we began in the Gathering Space sharing conversation 
and food, including olives picked by Natalie & Shawn 
on Good Friday 2015.  

After a time of prayer we responded to the invitation 
to have our feet or hands washed in the Chapel 
spaces and then move to the Worship space to write 
our prayers for people in our world who do not feel 
welcomed and are not offered God’s hospitality.  

We set the table with the welcome banner and bread 
and wine for our celebration of Holy Communion.

David introduced his new song ‘We are humbled by 
your grace’ as the table was set.  We then enjoyed a 
delicious meal and later listened to the reading from 
John’s gospel of Jesus giving his disciples the new 
commandment - that we love one another.

The service concluded with a litany to prepare us for 
Good Friday.  We recalled welcome and the prayers 
we wrote, Jesus washing the disciples’s feet and the 
bread & wine and the meal that we had shared.

Together we cleared the table and went home.
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> Good Friday

Isaiah 53:1-12, John 18:1-19:42  On 14th April, Good Friday we gathered around the table to tell and listen to the story of 
Christ’s passion beginning with prayer and a new verse of ‘We are humbled by your grace’.   We layered the purple of Lent and the 
Welcome banner with the black of Good Friday setting it with the ashes from Ash Wednesday, a bowl and towel, the platter & goblet 
and prayer loaves from Maundy Thursday and a crown of thorns.  Ian offered reproaches from the cross ‘I welcomed you ...’.

We responded to the invitation to hold the nail we had received as we prayed for the world and later placed our nails on the table 
before moving forward to venerate the cross and collect rosemary, the herb associated with love, remembrance and peace, to 
remember the love of Christ in whom God fully embraced human suffering ad dying.  

We concluded exchanging a silent sign of peace and solidarity.
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> Easter Day

John 20:1-18  Dawn Service On 16th April, Easter Day, we gathered out by the Indigenous Sculpture garden in the early 
morning to listen to John’s story of Christ’s resurrection.  The Christ Candle was lit as we entered the church to share a 
Remembrance of Baptism and to light tapers in prayer for the world, the church and for those we love.

After worship we enjoyed a delicious breakfast of croissants, pikelets with jam & cream and fresh fruit.

Matthew 28:1-11 Easter Day Later 
we gathered again at our regular worship 
time to celebrate Christ’s resurrection 
with word, song, prayer and Holy 
Communion.  In the Gathering Space we 
listened to the story from Matthew’s 
gospel.  Our prayers of adoration included 
all four voices of our new Holy Week song 
‘We are humbled by your grace.’  Ian lit 
the Christ Candle with the children and 
we processed into the Worship Space 
singing ‘Halle, halle, halle’.
The table was set again from Good Friday layered with the purple of Lent and the black of Good 
Friday.  We acknowledged the symbols of the stories and placed them carefully at the foot of the 
table and we remembered from the Nourish Easter storytelling that we need both sides of the story,

the darkness of Good 
Friday and the joy of 
Easter Day.   And we 
layered the table again 
with white cloths and 
the welcome banner 
and symbols of new 
life - bread & wine and 
flowers.  
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Ian’ sermon encouraged us to ‘Go and tell’ the joyous message of Easter concluding 
‘Christ will meet you in the midst of life lived together out of death on the way in God’s 
new direction.  Go and tell.  Amen’.  In our prayers for the people we prayed remembering 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and celebrating Easter Day that there may be plenty 
and that there may be hope.  We joyfully celebrated Holy Communion receiving the 
blessing ‘Go in peace to live as the children of the resurrection’.

And so concluded an amazing week of worship rich with stories 
and symbols and prayers and songs.  The Lenten theme of 
welcome was carried through the Holy Week series and our 
beautiful welcome banner reminded us again and again of the 
welcome that we receive in God’s heart and at God’s table.  

A few thank yous ...

Thank you to Helen Burnham for her work on the Welcome 
banner’, taking our tiny scraps of cloth each week and carefully 
arranging them in the outlined letters and stitching the colourful 
ribbon around the letters was a true labour of love and a 
beautiful gift.

Thank you to all our readers and musicians for the week.

Thank you to David Stephens for his song ‘We are humbled by 
your grace’, for his openness to collaboration, allowing Saide, 
Ian, Elaine and Julia to contribute to the final outcome.

Thank you to Graeme Burnham for so generously and joyfully 
playing the piano on Easter Day.

Thank you to Jenny Hunter and Valmai Brunlow for their beautiful 
flower arrangements, such a joy to receive and share.

It is such a joyful privilege to plan worship for Holy Week and to 
see worship take shape and touch people’s lives.  Ian Ferguson, 
Saide Cameron, Kirsty Bennett, David Stephens and Peter 
Middleton feel entirely blessed to have had this experience.  
Please consider joining a worship planning team another time.

Saide Cameron
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> Sharing our Faith
The Currawong
One fine autumn afternoon, on Wurundjeri land, a black, white and grey bird came to our garden, 
to rest.  High up in the branches of the Mirror bush tree, she sat, at peace, on a calm, clear day. 
She was surrounded by many, green, shiny, leaves and clutches of small yellow and orange berries. 
The sun blinkered through the leaves and cast deep shade. She sat in her perch, and I stood quiet 
and still on Mother Earth, we both watched each other, in awe and wonder. This was a visit from, a 
lesser seen garden bird; a female Pied Currawong. It is said that the Pied Currawong once travelled 
from the far reaches of Tasmania, out of the mountains, down through the lowlands and to the 
crossing of Bass Straight.  She is now seen to live in Melbourne, Victoria, and among many other 
parts of the Eastern seaboard. As she cast her golden eye upon me it was as if we both knew that, 
briefly, we had been sent to be companions for a while. Indeed, this was a remarkable bird. I sat 
on the garden seat and she, in a branch quite close by. There I was spiritually humbled in the aura 
of the Currawong and the Mirror bush tree. The afternoon passed by. We sat together the bird and 
I. During her stay, I understood she held me in her presence, with the most gentle and tremulous 
charm. I acknowledged her beautiful voice and hardy nature; she was rather large in stature for a bird visiting a suburban front yard.

It is sometimes deep into the night, dusk or early morning that I hear the call of the Currawong. I wonder 
if she speaks of news of the weather, the loam and of the passing of the world.  That day when I met her, 
she seemed to need rest, yet she was happy.  But at times the Currawong’s call seems to comment on 
the sorrow we as human beings have wrecked upon her habitat and the planet. I am not sure, if it is the 
Currawong’s sorrow or mine.  Then I feel sure, the sorrow is mine. That cry at dusk always reminds me, of us 
as people, for whom it is said, Awake, Awake, open your eyes to the presence and the word of the Lord. For 
it is in the wing, the hope and the heartbeat of the Currawong that divine will touches humanity and together, 
we are cherished and adored.  May the passing of the Currawong lighten your heart, may her wing tip touch 
the swirling mass of cloud and open our hearts to the beauty and love of  the Lord’s ‘worldly creation’. May 
the Currawong herald peace and kindness into our future?  May the Currawong bring delight and may she be 
held in safety and high regard. Om Shalom, Ms. Currawong. 

               Jenny Cook, member of the BUC Congregation. April 2017

News from the North
Hello BUC,  Here are some snapshots, (most recent to least recent) of my time in Broome so far. It’s been busy, balmy, beautiful and 
mind boggling!

We are in the Op Shop next door to 
the church. It will open for 2017 next 
weekend. Lots of people are really 
keen for the Op Shop to reopen and 
it’s been great getting to know the 
volunteers and helping prepare for 
the opening sale. 

Sending love and thinking of you 
often.  

     Steph Gesling

Morning tea after the service on 23.4.17. Easter Sunday at Broome UC. The hospital across the road  
from the Uniting Church in Broome

Walking the dogs on the beach  
with Chris and Helen Paine

Broome Congregation member,  
Jenny Reid and I at the Church working bee.
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> Pastoral Care News
Pastoral Care is one of the most significant ways that we, as members of the Body of Christ continue the ministry and mission of 
Jesus. At Brunswick Uniting Church (BUC) we do this through offering hospitality to newcomers, compassion for those in need and 
by supporting the whole of the BUC congregation by helping build Community. We are blessed by a congregation who all participate 
in these things and by the small teams of people with a specific intentionality for offering pastoral care in these ways.

And of course we also celebrate those special occasions for people at BUC which give joy and we offer 
our support for those occasions which bring sadness. Cards 
are sent on behalf of the congregation to offer condolences 
and to share the joy in new births and in Baptisms. In April 
we celebrated the wedding of Caitlin Mullen & Rachel 
Beagley, 8/4, two significant birthdays (John Venning’s 
70th, 23/4, Wesley Trigg’s 90th, 9/4), and the birth of a 
new grandchild (19/4) for Richard and Gwen Arnold.   We 
mourned with and prayed for Tim Budge and his family on 
the loss of his beloved father Ken, 17/4 and Annie Quail 
and her family on the loss of her mother Jan, 26/4.

Hospitality Ministry   
Following the welcome to new students and belssing of the 
Student House program and committee in March the Hospitality 
team assisted the committee with the appointment of student 
mentors.  

We sadly farewelled Steph Gesling from the Hospitality team in 
preparation for her locum appointment to the Broome Uniting 
Church and were therefore very happy to welcome Ray Cameron 
to the team. At the moment we are looking for more people 
to join this team and if you have an interest in welcoming 
newcomers and helping them to connect with others in the BUC 
Community and any BUC activities in which they are interested, 
please let any of the following people know – Jane Allardice, 
Sheila Calwell or Ray Cameron. 
             Jane Allardice

Community Ministry
In term 2 we are looking forward to some excellent community 
events.

• We will be hosting a community BBQ lunch after the 
combined worship service on 30th April.  See Special 
Events for more information.

• We will be hosting not just one but two Cafe Morning 
Teas on 7th and 21st May in combination with the JAM 
committee.  BUC Expos will be the big feature of these two 
morning teas.  See JAM News, p5 & Special Events, p13.

• And the big community event for term 2 is, of course, the 
church camp being held over the weekend of 26th-28th 
May.  This is Community! is the theme.  Make sure you 
sign up, check out Special Events, p13 for all the details 
            Saide Cameron

Compassion Ministry    
In April we offered food and care to several sick and grieving 
members. This is always available, so please let us know if this 
support could help you. A ministry of personal prayer is also 
offered through which members of the congregation, friends 
or family are prayed for on a daily basis until a request is made 
to be withdrawn. We feel blessed that this is a service which 
is constantly used and for those who pray. It is a personal and 
confidential act and we do not need to know why you have 
requested prayer if that is your wish. We believe that God knows 
the innermost workings of our hearts. If you wish to be included 
and prayed for please just telephone or email Glenice Cook or 

Leanne Salau. Each Friday the Prayer group will be emailed the 
names of those participating. If you know of someone who may 
need prayer please feel free to ask them if this would be helpful 
and forward their name to us. Alternatively if you would like to 
join this prayer ministry please contact Glenice or Leanne

In April, unfortunately the plug was pulled out from our freezer 
which had recently been wholly restocked with food for those 
in need and it all had to be thrown away. Could we ask that you 
check before pulling out any plugs in Church buildings. If you 
would like to contribute to restocking the food freezer, please 
contact Glenice Cook, 9370 5542.     
                      Glenice Cook
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> News

Congratulations
On Saturday 8th April we gathered as a congregation and the wider circle of Caitlin Mulllen and Rachel Beagley’s family and 
friends to celebrate their marriage.

Ian offered the following welcome as Caitlin & Rachel prepared to enter the worship space with their parents and bridal party.

Welcome. You are in the right place at the right time. God has given the gift of love to Rachel and 
Caitlin, and they are ready now to make a covenantal commitment to one another. God’s gift of 
love and the commitment to which it leads does not wait for governments and churches to work 
out their laws and pastoral procedures – now is the time of love, now is the prophetic moment. 
Because whenever any couple expresses their love and lifelong commitment to one another 
in the presence of their family, friends and community it is a prophetic moment – a christlike 
expression of God’s love for the world. In this instance the prophetic statement being made is 
even stronger since the world does not uniformly recognise or affirm their love – thus their love is 
contributing to God’s remaking of the world. This is a big thing about to happen here, in personal, 
spiritual, religious and political terms. This is God’s place and time – a place for Rachel and 
Caitlin. Here we are. Are you ready to celebrate and to bless the love of these two?

Julie on leave
Children and Families Co-ordinator, Julie Perrin, will be on leave 
from 28th April returning at the end of May for Church Camp.

Please se the SMP roster here.   This will be updated by Anita 
Major, chair of the the Children, Youth & Young Adults committee 
(CYYA) as more volunteers allocate dates.

For CYYA & SMP inquiries contact Anita Major, 0424 034 096

For Youth related inquiries contact Anika Jensen, 0401 181 664

Story telling
Almost all the storytellers for our Easter Storytelling have 
previously completed the Art of Story course I have run with 
Christina Rowntree at the Centre for Theology and Ministry for 
the last four years. This year The Art and Practice of Storytelling 
will run as an intensive 1-2, 15-16  September and the evening 
of 21 September, we are delighted it is now an official subject 
of the University of Divinity. Follow this link for a 3 minute video 
that introduces the course  https://vimeo.com/207406419

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EE09sjgkq96ZrWLDfDvreqGpJstAyoHUKpnJ48k616o/edit#heading=h.h01l331cnzhv
https://vimeo.com/207406419
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BUC Expos
Planning for the two Expos is well under way.  On 7th May 
you will have the opportunity to hear from and about a range 
of committees and related programs (Church Council, Pastoral 
Care, Worship, Property, Finance, Children & Youth, Olive Way 
and Culture of Safety).

Later in the month on 21st May you will hear from more 
committees, groups and other programs (FUNdraising, 
communication, BUC Arts, Saturday Coffee, Out & About, Book 
Group, Food Co-op, Table Church, Christian Meditation, Mulling 
and Sacred Harp).

Each speaker will be given three minutes to share something 
about the work of focus of their committee, work or program.  
Displays will also be set up and there will be opportunity after 
the speakers to ask questions, look at the displays, find out more 
and maybe even make a commitment or get involved.

Contact Kirsty Bennett, 0438 380 433, if you have any 
questions.

Olive Way
One of the key responsibilities of the JAM committee is to 
support the Olive Way program.  Last month we announced 
the establishment of a committee structure which was shaped 
by a fully representative committee and a smaller steering 
committee.  We ask your prayers as these committees continue 
to take shape with respect to membership, structure and 
responsibilities.  

If you would like to know more about the committees make sure 
you attend the first of the Expo presentations or speak to Kirsty 
Bennett, 0438 380 433, or Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743.

Stop Adani
The JAM committee is pleased to endorse and support the Stop 
Adani meeting hosted by BUC on Tuesday 23rd May.  Please 
see Special Events for more information.

Saide Cameron

> JAM News
The committee met with significantly smaller numbers in April so we (Kirsty, Abi and Saide) confined ourselves to immediate items 
on our extensive agenda.

FUNdraising Committee
Lots of people have enjoyed attending one of the 19 dinners or 
lunches hosted for our ASWC Welcome to my House series 
in April.  There are just two lunches left on 7th May so if you 
haven’t participated and would like to please all Saide,  
0407 096 743 or email saide.cameron@bigpond.com   

We have raised just over half of our $5,000 target.  If you 
haven’t yet made your donation or can’t attend a dinner please 
consider making a tax-deductible donation via the FUNdraising 
page:  www.lentarauc.org.au/brunswickuc

************

In June we will be calling on everyone to be creative and 
come up with ways to invite people to share your passions or 
particular interests as a way of FUNdraising money for the UCA 
Share Appeal.  

In addition to the after worship stall you are invited to come up 
with an event or activity that you can invite people to participate 
in for the privilege of making tax-deductible donation to the 
Share Appeal.

Here are just two ideas

• Six course international meal with mystery wine tasting  
hosted by Ray & Saide for the first six people to donate $50 
per head.

• A Surf Coast Art Trail weekend away (12-13/8) for 2-3 
people (donation to be negotiated) with Linda & Jamie.  
Pick up from your home, art mooching along the way with 
morning tea at Bowside Cafe Bellbrae, stay at Airey’s Inlet, 
worship at AI UC, more art mooching on the way home.

What’s your passion?  Share your idea with us today and we’ll 
create a catalogue to share around towards the end of May in 
preparation for another month of creative ways of gathering and 
sharing community.

*************

Coming up in term 3 is our Olive Way Potluck Cabaret.  Save 
the date - Saturday 29th July and start thinking about some 
sort of item or performance that you might like to contribute to 
the program.  

We’d love to hear from anyone who wants to help organize the 
event.  Glenice and I will be meeting this month to create a plan 
and will be ready to accept any and all offers of assistance. 

This is our big gathered community FUNdraiser for the year so 
make sure you are part of it.

*************

Check out our FUNdraising Calendar here to see the full range of 
FUNdraising activities left for the year.

Contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743 or Glenice Cook,  
0414 319 649          Saide Cameron

mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/2017%20FUNdraising%20Calendar.pdf
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News

Theo Byard led us in making tangrams to retell stories about Jesus  

SMP Prep-2 group on Sunday 23rd April re-visited the Faces of 
Easter story and made crosses with dark and light colours

Sunday Morning Program

Student House Faith Spot
My name is Stephanie Wilson and I’m currently 
studying my final year 
in a bachelor of Design 
Arts, majoring in 
Graphic & Digital Design 
and sub majoring in Film 
& Photography at the 
Academy of Design. I 
am hoping to find a job 
somewhere within the 
digital media workplace 
by next year. 

I’ve originally grown up in an Apostolic church in 
Geelong called Waterfront and have served in the 
youth ministry there for a couple of years. 

I have an older brother and sister in law, along 
with an older sister and soon brother in law. My 
family are very passionate Geelong Football Cats 
supporters (and yes, they’re all very excited for 
this season). While I’m not as big a fan, I have 
participated in a number of different sporting 
clubs such as hockey, horse riding and fencing 
throughout my primary and high school years. 

I have grown up in Geelong and have lived there 
since now having moved to Melbourne. I’ve 
adapted to living in Melbourne quite quickly thanks 
to the welcome of the other student residents and 
the support of the student house committee. 

I look forward to meeting new people in the 
Church this year, and seeing what the next couple 
of years will have in store.  

YUCY
April was a fairly quiet time for the 
youth and students of BUC, with 
holidays for the high schoolers, 
university breaks (which, let’s face 
it, are actually week long study 
sessions), and Easter festivities being 
about the sum of it. 

Things are picking up again, though, 
the week following Easter heralded 
in term 2 and the first YUCY catch 
up. With a couple of new faces, 
we spent a bit of time getting to 
know everyone, or getting to know 
everyone a little better. Then, of 
course, we played (what seems 
to be turning into) the obligatory 
game of murder in the dark. No 
casualties reported and everyone’s 
pretty excited to spend another term 
having fun and hanging out together, 
hopefully with some excursions and 
shenanigans mixed in! 

The remaining dates for Term 2 YUCY 
(years 7 – 9) are below, if you know 
a teenager who’d like to join in, or 
someone who’d be keen to come 

help and run fun activities, please let 
me know! 

- Friday May 5th & 19th

- Friday June 2nd, 16th & 30th

Sadly, there’s not as much fun and 
games for the YUCY OG (years 
10-12) crew at the moment with 
the intensity of school ramping up! 
Luckily, we’re all in this together, so 
last Sunday afternoon we had a study 
sesh (session for the oldies) and I can 
report that we were actually fairly 
productive! We also found out that 
the multitalented Josh Calwell’s band 
The Otters has a song on Spotify and 
Youtube! I’m going to shamelessly 
promote it here – get onto either 
of those search engines and look 
up “The Otters Get There” and you 
will be taken to the sweet jams and 
sultry tones of Josh! The OG crew be 
having many a study sesh throughout 
the rest of the school year, so if 
you’re keen to come, hang out and 
study too, drop me a line!

Student House News
And finally, the Student House! Well, as I 
mentioned with YUCY OB, it’s been a time of 
study and holidays, and now with the business 
end of the semester kicking in, it’s going to be 
A LOT more study times! I’m happy to report 
that the new residents Steph, Gio, Andrew, and 
Peter are settling in well to the households and 
community, great to have them around! And we’ll 
be having a special garden blitz student house 
dinner/working bee on Sunday which is bound to 
be messy and (probably) hilarious! 
    Anika Jensen
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Throughout the past couple of months, we’ve been published 
sections of the Student House Review conducted in late 2016 
by members of the Children, Youth and Young Adult Committee. 
Have a read of the next section below:

Faith and Spiritual Development

 “The Student House is home and has provided a space to 
explore faith and advocacy” – Student

“Exploring faith can be difficult due to the different beliefs and 
personalities, diversity of faith important to explore and challenge 
own beliefs” – Student

“I love having a SH program as this brings in young people from 
outside our immediate community….  This is good for our church 
and sometimes the students are exposed to another way of 
viewing their faith.” – Ex-Committee Member 

“Household worked well, safe space to explore faith…Develop 
and understand own faith separate to my family’s.” – Ex-Student

“It strengthened my values as a Christian especially through the 
student house dinners that were held every two weeks that let 
everyone share their beliefs. It was also enjoyable to be in the 
company of likeminded people.” – Ex-Student

Throughout the interview process, we found that independent 
exploration of faith and Christianity are one of the most 
important features for the students in the program. Living in a 
community that is like-minded and open to Christian ideas is 
unique in inner-city Melbourne and is a true blessing. This also 
comes with the challenges of respect for differences of faith 
and life-style which has the potential to result in conflict and/
or people feeling uncomfortable or unsafe in the community. It 
is the responsibility of the student’s, committee and support 
worker to ensure that any disagreements are handled with 
respect to all parties and that any discriminatory actions or 
language is not tolerated. Standards of behaviour should be 
agreed upon at the retreat and should be brought in throughout 
the year in the case of a conflict. 
              Anika Jensen

Student House Review Excerpt

> Olive Way News
A regular Olive Way guest comes in a couple of times each 
week and demands a toastie, usually just as we have started 
to pack everything away. She doesn’t greet us, doesn’t engage 
in small talk, just straight to the point. Of course, whatever we 
have already prepared, she rejects. “It’s too cold”, “It’s got 
tomato on it”, “It’s brown bread”. It’s never quite right. She 
tends to get up a lot of people’s noses, volunteers, staff, and 
other guests all find her to be a bit of challenge. I personally 
enjoy it when she comes in, I don’t mind the abrupt behaviour, 
I just have to remember not to take it personally but to manage 
how her behaviour affects others. 

We can never quite guarantee that the perfect mix of people 
are present in Olive Way. We will always have some challenging 
personalities, as well as some charming ones!  ... p16

> Sharing our Faith, pt 2

Easter and the Saviour
Whenever I have a cupper I remember the Last Supper

Whenever I have a cupper I remember Jesus Christ 

and I remember how the Saviour did suffer at Easter  
so we will live forever

And I remember the Saviour said love one another for ever

Jesus paid the cost on the cross

Which was our gain not our loss

Jesus cried, Jesus never lied and  
Jesus got crucified and Jesus died

Jesus rose from the dead and Jesus said God bless your head

Jesus died for you and me at Calvary so we live for eternity

We all should be a believer of God our Father 
 because he is our Creator

And we all should be a believer of Jesus Christ our Saviour 
because Jesus our Saviour did suffer for everyone at Easter

We all should thank him for every blessing.

Because of Easter and the Saviour we will live for ever

Because of Jesus and the event of Easter  
this is a reminder to repent 

Because of Easter we should remember  
the Saviour said love one another for ever.

Gavin Jackson

       Gavin is a member of the BUC congregation,  
        resident of Stewart Lodge, Olive Way participant and  
          regular contributor to the ArtStop program.

Thank you
As many of you know Richard had a strange turn during worship 
on Good Friday morning, and was taken by ambulance to Royal 
Melbourne Hospital, and as yet we do not know what caused 
this turn, but he is still having tests.

However we do know that God was taking good care of us on 
that day.  We had driven safely to Church and Barb and George 
joined us there. We were packed and were ready to drive to 
Queenscliff after our soup luncheon—and we were stopped.
Until the ambulance arrived Richard was given great care by 
daughter Barb, Debra, Helen and Julie.  We are most grateful 
to these people.  There were other people who were propping 
me up but as the ambulance left and George and I made our 
way to the car, you the congregation were there, and I had this 
wonderful experience of God’s presence and the warmth and 
depth of His love and of His power and strength coming from 
you to me.  My fears became full of Hope and light. I find it hard 
to express my thanks and gratitude to you, but I will never forget 
those moments.  As Tiny Tim said in, A Christmas Carol “God 
Bless us Everyone”. 
              Vilma Collard
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> Special Events
Spiritual Survival Guide #2
The Discipleship & Education committee offers the second in the 
Spiritual Survival Guide series: Between Faiths - suffering 
and solidarity, Saturday 6th May 11am.

Come and enjoy a guided tour of the Islamic Museum of 
Australia.  Meet at BUC 
at 10:30 am or meet 
up at the museum at 
11am, 15A Anderson Rd. 
Thornbury.

RSVP essential, 
jenneperl@gmail.com

BUC Camp - This is Community!
Open for Registrations - 26th-28th May

Are you ready to register?  Just go to https://www.trybooking.
com/PJCX and 
follow the prompts. 
You can book for 
one night, both 
nights, or as a day 
visitor.

For full details about 
the camp check out 
the brochure here.

The proposed 
Adani mega-coal 
mine in Queensland 
seems to represent 
everything that is 
unjust in Australian 
society:

• A massive 
contribution to accelerating Climate 
Change

• Destruction of the Great Barrier Reef
• Trashing of the rights of the 

traditional owners, the Wangan and 
Jagalingou people.

• Environmental destruction of the 
ancestral lands of the Wangan and 
Jagalingou people.

• Massive exploitation of the waters of 
the Great Artesian Basin

• Increased frequency of natural 
disasters such as flood, drought, 
bushfires and cyclones

• Support for a company that has a 
poor track record with respect to 
human rights, social justice and the 
environment. Adani companies are 
under investigation for corruption, 
fraud, money laundering and tax 
evasion in India, and nine of the 
20 Adani subsidiaries registered in 
Australia are ultimately owned by 
an entity registered in the infamous 
Cayman Islands tax haven.

• Adani has applied for the 
concessional loan of $1 billion 
under the $5 billion Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Fund. This 
is subsidizing a “dinosaur” industry 
and an off-shore company, using 

tax-payers money, when this money 
could be used to promote renewable 
energy.

A Community Meeting is being planned 
to encourage and empower people of 
spirit and people of faith to take action to 
stop the proposed Adani mega coal mine 
project.

If you are concerned about climate 
change, indigenous rights, the Great 
Barrier Reef, the Great Artesian Basin 
water supply and a caring, sustainable 
Australia you should come to this meeting

Brunswick Uniting Church 212 Sydney 
Road Brunswick

Tuesday 23rd May at 7.30 pm to 10 pm

Enquiries Richard Arnold 0407796429,  
                  email: richarn50@gmail.com

	

One day she arrived (late), requested (demanded?) her toastie, 
but didn’t seem terribly settled as the morning went on. She 
later revealed that another guest, who had apparently assaulted 
her in the past, was there. She could not relax. Pacing around 
the place, she didn’t seem to know what to do about the 
situation. As I was checking my emails near the kitchen, she 
sidled up to me, seeking some sort of reassurance, and placed 
her head on my shoulder. It was difficult not to be touched. 
This often aggressive woman had revealed a vulnerable side to 
herself, albeit unintentionally. 

As I reflected on that morning I began to ask what Olive Way 
could offer to people in this space, when life can be unsettling 
and uncertain. I believe that what we can, and I believe do, 
offer is consistency of hospitable presence. This may not 
sound like much, but when people are pushed around by life’s 
circumstances that are often outside of their control that 
consistency of presence can mean a lot. 

I am reminded of Cornelius in Acts 10, a Roman Centurion, not 
a particularly popular person in Roman Palestine by virtue of 
his being part of the occupying forces. When Cornelius’ vision 
troubled him he sought guidance from Simon Peter. Peter’s 
own revulsion at the idea of Cornelius’ acceptance into the 
community of faith had to be challenged by God before he could 
even attempt bridge the cultural and religious divide between 
them. But Peter’s willingness to follow what God was calling 
him to enabled him to find a place in his heart for Cornelius and 
so ‘came without objection’ (v.29). 

Peter demonstrated through his faith consistency of presence by 
his willingness to follow Jesus into difficult circumstances. God’s 
plans for Cornelius were beyond Peter’s comprehension, what 
those plans required was Peter’s willingness to follow. 

Peter Blair, Olive Way Coordinator

See Regular Events - Olive Way, p 17, for news about our 
Volunteers Dinner to be held on Friday 5th May

mailto:jenneperl%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.trybooking.com/PJCX
https://www.trybooking.com/PJCX
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/Camp%20Brochure%202017.pdf
mailto:richarn50%40gmail.com?subject=
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> Regular Events
Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email   sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
alternating on Friday (7-8:30pm) and Sunday evenings, 
(6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that invites us to reflect on the 
week that has passed and to pray for each other.  The shape of 
the evening is informal and low-stress.  

Everyone is welcome and you can come every week/fortnight or 
just as you are available.  If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574) or Helen 
(0423 009 813).

Mulling
Our next Mulling Event is coming up on Monday 8th May at 
the home of Courtney & James, 1/4 Pottery Crt, Brunswick. 
Mulling is BUC’s cool group for 25-35ishes.

For this month’s very musical mulling, Shawn Whelan and 
Natalie Sims will be joining us to discuss what music makes God 
real to you. Bring along some music that has spiritual signifi-
cance to share with the group, and be prepared to do a little 
singing!  For more details, contact Courtney 0448233321

Meditation
There are four Meditation groups available
With Andrea:  Tuesday at 9.30am in the Youth Hall. 
Contact Andrea Alvis, 0413 950 619, for more information.
With Richard:  Wednesday at 8am or 5:30pm  
at 29 MacFarland St.
On-line every Monday night at 9.30pm to 10.00pm
Contact Richard Arnold, 0407 796 429, for more information.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, Dance & 
Art programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.

New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Volunteer Thank You Dinner
Olive Way would like to invite volunteers, past and present, to 
a dinner on Friday the 5th of May at BUC. Current volunteers 
are invited to a pre-dinner meeting at 6pm (in the Olive Way 
area) for a quick meeting followed by the dinner. Past volunteers 
(from previous 2 years) are invited for dinner in the church hall at 
6:30pm.  

Please RSVP to Peter if you are able to attend.  
Email: peteblair75@gmail.com, or phone/text 0431 193 810. 

Book Club at BUC 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 24th May 2017 
Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

This month we have chosen The 
madwoman upstairs by Catherine Lowell, 
which promises to be a fun read that 
combines romance and intrigue.

In this smart and enthralling debut, the 
only remaining descendant of the Brontë 
family embarks on a modern-day literary 
scavenger hunt to find the family’s long-
rumoured secret estate, using clues her 
eccentric father left behind.

Everyone welcome. Faye or Christine would be happy to talk to 
you about book club if you would like more information. 

Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group
A monthly social group for older, active women and men.  We 
visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or coffee.  New 
members always welcome.   
Information from Helen Rowe 0423 009 813

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Distribution Day is Saturday 20th May from 10 am - 
12 noon in the Olive Way space.  New members welcome!   
Bring reusable glass, plastic, paper or cloth containers to 
purchase from a range of over 60 food and cleaning products. 
Reasonable prices. We aim to reduce our ecological footprint 
on the Earth through distribution of food and cleaning products 
free of additional packaging.  Food Co-op is a ministry of BUC 
congregation.  
Further information from Helen Rowe, 0423 009 813  
or Meredith Budge, 0403 717 714

mailto:peteblair75%40gmail.com?subject=
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> Reports

From Daniel, a secretary appointed by Church Council, to the 
Church of God in Brunswick and to all God’s people throughout 
Moreland. Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I am pleased to report that there are no imminent disasters, 
plagues or cataclysms. Indeed, there is nothing on the horizon 
more violent than a gentle breeze, fondly ruffling our hair. You 
will have received, or will soon receive, a letter from Church 
Council regarding the current state of our finances. 

We are a congregation rich in energy and resources, and our 
Mission Planning process of last year identified enthusiasm in 
the congregation to maintain, and expand our mission projects. 
At our Annual General Meeting we received a draft budget 
which reported that, while our project and salary expenses have 
steadily increased, our income from giving has remained static 
for some time. 

In 2016 our expenses amounted to $390,000, against an 
income of $356,000. This may seem a significant shortfall, but 
given the size of our congregation, we think bridging this gap is 
achievable. Shawn’s letter notes that the projections made by 
the current draft budget could be met if 50 people increased 
their giving by $15 per week. We are proud of what we do, but 
deficits can only be responsibly maintained for so long. We’re 

coming to you now so that we don’t have to consider cutting 
back on our fantastic staff or programs down the track. 

To this end, this month we are holding a Mission Appeal, during 
which we will consider these issues seriously and prayerfully. On 
the 4 June we will have a Pledge Day, in which we will reflect 
on our giving and make a fresh commitment for the future. We 
are aiming to do this in a spirit of gentleness, honesty and under-
standing. Please reflect and come to us with any questions you 
may have.

Helen Rowe is back from holidays to resume her place at the 
helm of our Safe Church practices. The Synod Safe Church 
guidelines have been revised again, and we are encouraging 
BUC members (especially volunteers and leaders) to familiar-
ise themselves with them. They will be made available on our 
website. 

We have approved the governance of the Olive Way as proposed 
by the JAM committee, forming a steering group to oversee and 
support the work of our coordinator Peter Blair.

Our BUC expo, which was a great success last year, is returning 
in May.  
                Fond regards, Sec. Broadstock

Church Council

Worship Committee
We had a wonderful time at our April meeting reflecting on the theme of welcome 
which began in Lent alongside the creation of our beautiful welcome banner and 
continued through Holy Week.  We offered our heartfelt thanks to Helen Burnham for 
her dedication and commitment to making this seemingly simple idea into something  
so entirely amazing.  We now have a powerful public statement which found it’s place 
at the Palm Sunday Rally and which we will be able to use many times in the future.

We hope you enjoyed the full page photo spreads, pages 4-9, for each of the events 
and services through Holy Week.  

Other items for discussion at our meeting included:

• the potential for a pre-worship meditation group starting monthly - we are delighted that Richard Arnold is prepared to discuss 
facilitating this group

• the Giving program to be included in worship through May - Saide and Natalie will meet with Ian to give shape to this

• planning for worship at camp with the theme ‘This is Community!’ - Saide and Natalie will also be involved in this planning

• plans for supply ministry during Ian’s long service leave later in the year - more details next month

• our participation in the musical celebration which we are hosting with the Wesley congregation on Sunday 25th June - please 
save the date, it’s going to be fantastic afternoon of music within a liturgical framework, see the Worship Calendar for details

• the shed proposed for storage of worship resources - the property committee is now consulting with other potential users of 
the site who may appreciate or need access to increased storage options

• roster participation and in particular the ongoing need for people to join the setting up and closing up rosters - many people 
participate in the rosters both up front and behind the scenes, there are so many ways to contribute.  If you are interested 
please contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743 or saide.cameron@bigpond.com

mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
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2/4 Lent 5 John 11:1-44 Ian and Julie invited 
the children to help tell the Aussie version of 
the story of Mary, Martha and Lazarus - ‘Lazzie, 
Marty and Mazzie and Jesus’. 

As the children prepared to move off to All Age 
activities Ian showed the Welcome banner for 
the final Sunday for which we were invited to 
fill in the letters ‘Me’ - what do I have to do, 
what do we have to do because of God’s welcome of us.

Ian titled his sermon ‘Come and see pt 2’, a follow on from Lent 4 asking the question ‘Where am I amongst the ‘we’ people at 
Lazarus’ tomb?’.  He introduced us to the three weeping people at the tomb – Mary, Jesus and the crowd – and commented that 
in this story it is not Jesus who says ‘come and see’ but the crowd who says ‘Lord, come and see, come and see death’.  He asked 
‘Are you with Mary?’ who is blinded by the tears of ‘if only’ or with the crowd ‘blinded by the tears of lost hope and disillusioned hope’ 
saying that it’s natural to feel these things in times of grief.  And then he asked ‘or are you with the life giver himself? commenting 
‘obviously we know that’s where we supposed to be … with Jesus weeping at the 
brokenness of our own hearts, weeping the tears that do not obscure hope or harden hearts 
but wash us feely into the love that flows and gives life’.

Ian went on to share Peter Segal’s story of running the Boston marathon as guide for a 
blind man speaking of the challenges both faced as they ran and walked to the finish line 
and the horror of the bombs that followed that triumphant moment.  Again Ian affirmed the 
natural response felt by Peter – the ‘if only and what if ’.  He said ‘In the place of weeping 
and blindness there is lost hope, hard heartedness and closed mindedness, the spiritual 
blindness which in this instance leads to violence and the embrace of murder as a means 
of self-expression’ and commented that it is happening here in our own land.  

Returning to the tomb Ian spoke of Jesus calling Lazarus from the tomb, telling Mary 
& Martha to unbind him and let him go.  He concluded ‘Come and see the life that 
arises even in the darkest place.  So friends take your piece of fabric.  We are called to 
follow Jesus, to join him in bring that light and life in dark places, that most profound of 
welcomes, the welcome to life.  We are called to follow him.  Write or draw your response 
on your piece of fabric’.

9/4 Palm Sunday Matthew 21:1-11  Ian invited the children to help him get ready 
to welcome Jesus with cloaks and invited us all to say ‘Hosanna’, to ask Jesus to 
help us.   Together we asked Jesus to help us make Brunswick a more welcoming 
city saying ‘Hosanna to that’.  Ian said that Jesus arrived on a humble donkey and will 
change the world with love and we said ‘Hosanna to that’.  He then reminded us of the 
sad story of Good Friday.  He said that making the path today and welcoming Jesus 
and following the way of Jesus is not always easy.  It can be full of joy but we might 
have to go through some hard times as well.  He said that we remember this on Palm 
Sunday and through the rest of the week until we get to Easter Sunday.  

He concluded the reflection displaying our beautiful completed Welcome banner and acknowledged Helen’s work in completing the 
banner.  He reminded us of what each of the parts of the banner means:  We - we are welcome, L for the love that Jesus brings, C 
for compassion that he shows to everyone in need and O for openness, he opens our eyes to see in a new way, ME on the end - me 
how will I shared the love and welcome that Jesus offers.

See pages 4-9 for a full spread of photos and stories from Holy Week.

16/4 Easter Day Matthew 28:1-11; Acts 10:34-43; Colossians 3:1-4 Ian invited us to spend some time reflecting on the 
story of Easter as told by Matthew.  To do this he shared his own story of when as a 19 year old he made a life changing decision 
to voluntarily leave ‘the most prestigious dance school in Australia to go to the second most prestigious one’ and asked if we had 
ever had such a moment ‘when the direction of your life change irrevocably?’.  He went on to speak of having to ‘Go and tell’ the key 
stakeholders in his life, Dame Margaret Scott who was disappointed and his parent’s who ‘didn’t get it’ but kept on supporting him 
and loving him anyway.  As he told his own story Ian spoke of the two Marys who on Easter Day were ‘heading into the place of 
death and loss but are about to be given an absolutely stunning change in direction’ and of their encounter with Jesus on the way to 
the disciples and his command to ‘Go and tell’ and all that followed from there. Reminding us of their ‘fearsome joyful message to tell 
about a new direction life’ he asked if we were presumptuousness to believe that this is our message to tell also. 
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Speaking of the joy he felt with his new direction on the way to tell his parents he wondered if that was the kind of the joy the 
Marys felt on their journey to ‘go and tell’.  Concluding he said ‘I see this church as a meeting place on that way together like the 
Marys.  Here we encounter the risen Christ in one another and in bread and wine.  Here we are formed together as a community of 
life out of death.  Here we are sent on by him, sent on to meet him again in the world.  Go and tell.  So let’s do that friends.  In all 
your living and loving – Go and tell – he will meet you there.  In working for justice and caring for creation, in feeding the hungry and 
struggling for peace, in welcoming the stranger and loving your neighbour – Go and tell – he will meet you there.  In listening and 
embracing, in playing and learning, in forgiving and reconciling – Go and tell – he will meet you there.  Christ will meet you in the 
midst of life lived together out of death on the way in God’s new direction.  Go and tell.  Amen’

23/4 Easter 2 John 20:11-18; Genesis 16:1-15 Saide invited the children to come 
and listen to the second part of the Easter story from John’s gospel.  We talked about the 
characters in the story - the angels, Mary and Jesus - and  wondered why Mary couldn’t 
recognise Jesus in  her sadness until he said her name.  Then we wondered about what 
makes us feel better when we are sad and what we might be able to do for other people 
when they are sad.  The children offered some beautiful ideas and we agreed that we 
all have special ways of showing God’s love for other people.  We concluded praying our 
much loved prayer God with us, God through us, God in us, God around us.

We welcomed Rose Broadstock, Mission Development Strategist in the Port Philip West Presbytery 
Team, as our preacher while Ian was on a week’s leave.  Rose began by sharing her experience of being 
welcomed at BUC about a year ago and said that she had shared the power of this welcome with other 
congregations.  

Introducing her sermon she said that we have the privilege of hearing the story of Mary Magdalene again 
commenting that ‘we don’t know a lot about her other than that Jesus delivered her from seven demons ... 
she was a woman in significant mental pain’.  Rose spoke of the transformation of Mary’s life having met 
Jesus and the black pool of grief she found herself in at the tomb, a place without hope and the renewed 
joy when Jesus names her in her grief and sends her to be the Apostle to the Apostles.  Rose commented 
on the nature of this and other resurrection encounters, all with individuals, all resolving something – Mary’s grief, Peter’s regret, 
Thomas’ doubts.  Speaking of Hagar’s story she said that this understanding of God encountering individuals is not new in that God 
speaks with Hagar in her distress and brings her back.  She shared a story from her time working at the Brosnan Youth Centre of 
John, his terror when found guilty and the pledge of his worker Colleen to find him.

Rose concluded ‘We’ve heard a lot of stories today of people whose lives were defined by particular words - grief, deep regrets, 
aloneness, unwellness, crime - who encounter ‘the God who sees me’ … and who brings them back. … May you be inspired by the 
stories of those amazing women Hagar and Mary Magdalene, (and know that) you are never out of sight of the Risen Christ, never 
out of God’s loving care, never outside the transforming power of the Holy Spirit who is always in every situation at work in our lives.  
Amen

You can listen to sermon recordings on our website.  I highly recommend allowing the time each week to do so.   
                         Saide Cameron

Property Committee
The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:

• Finalised the church roof project; the slate tiles have been 
sold and removed from the drive way.

• Painting of the church spire deferred until a later time.
• A new lighting arrangement has been installed in the tower 

room, it will complement displays.

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:

• Assess rising damp damage at a number of locations, 
including at the apse inside the church.  Remove Bubbles 
and repaint.

• Assess the moisture in the soil under the church.

• Repair the heater on the south wall in the west end of the 
hall.  Initially the gas is ignited, however it won’t maintain 
the gas flow.

• Smoking on the church property.  The regulations regarding 
smoking near buildings is being assessed to determine how 
to create an environment free of smoke.  Signs have been 
prepared and will be installed near the Olive Way, Hall and 
Youth Hall doors.

• The shed in front of the youth hall will be replaced with a 
new shed on a concrete slab to house the rostra’s (stage 
platforms utilised for the pageant) that Wayne Matthew 
(and others) has built.  A proposal is being developed (with 
a number of committees) in relation to what will be stored 
in the shed.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/sermons/sermons.php


	  

	  

21

> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

Easter - The great fifty days of Easter includes eight Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil 
and concluding on the Day of Pentecost.  The season celebrates the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
7/5 Easter 4   Acts 2:42-47   Ps 23    1 Pt 2:19-25   Jn 10:1-10  W
14/5 Easter 5   Acts 7:55-60   Ps 31:1-5, 15-16   1 Pt 2:2-10   Jn 14:1-14  W
21/5 Easter 6   Acts 17:22-31   Ps 66:8-20   1 Pt 3:13-22   Jn 14:15-21   W
25/5 Ascension   Acts 1:1-11  Ps 47 or 93  Eph 1:15-23   Lk 24:44-53   W
28/5 Easter 7 Acts 1:6-14   Ps 68:1-10, 32-35   1 Pt 4:12-14, 5:6-11  Jn 17:1-11   W
4/6 Pentecost  Acts 2:1-21 or   Ps 104:24-34,35b  1 Cor 12:3b-13   Jn 20:19-23 or   R
  Num 11:24-30 34,      or Acts 2:1-21   Jn 7:37-39     

After Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late.  In this 
period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity.  It seeks to relate its faith as a 
people of God to Christ’s mission in the world.  It commences with Trinity Sunday and concludes 
with feast of Christ the King

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
11/6 Trinity  Gn 1:1 – 2:4a   Ps 8    2 Cor 13:11-13   Mt 28:16-20  W
18/6 Pentecost 2 Gn 21:8-21 or Jer 20:7-13  Ps 86: 1-10,16-17   Rom 6:1b-11   Mt 10:24-39   G
22/6 UCA Anniversary Ez 37:15-28   Ps 122    Heb 13:1-8   Jn 17:20-26   R
25/6 Pentecost 3 Gn 22:1-14   Ps 13    Rom 6:12-23   Mt 10:40-42   G

May  7 Ian Ferguson 
Easter 4, Holy Communion

June 4 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost, Holy Communion

July 2 Ian Ferguson 
Pentecost  4, Holy Communion

May 14 Ian Ferguson 
Easter 5

June 11 Ian Ferguson
Trinity Sunday

July 9 Ian Ferguson 
Pentecost 5

May 21 Ian Ferguson
Easter 6

June 18 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 2

July 16 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 6

May 28 Sunny Chen
Easter 7 (Church Camp)

June 25 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 3

July 23 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 7

• The stone and sand pits in front of the youth hall are to be 
removed, along with the swing.  This area will become a 
meditative space.

• A community garden is to commence on the church’s 
property.

• Synod Annual Child Safety Check ongoing actions are being 
taken to conform. Ensuring tempered water is provided in 
the youth hall to prevent scalding.

• Investigate leak in hall roof.
• Install posts and cabin hooks to hold the youth hall south 

doors open as required.
• Lights to be replaced as required
• Power point to be installed for the freezer in the youth hall, 

due to the currently on being turned off.

Ray Cameron



May Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

April 30 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson        

Combined BIUC 
11:30 – BBQ lunch 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

May 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 3 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – D&E C’tee 

 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY 

 6 
 
11:00 – Museum Tour (D&E) 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
4:00 – Community Team  
 
 

 7 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       HC 
10:45 – BUC Expo 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 – Mulling 

 9 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 10 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 

 11 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
6:45 – JAM Committee 

 12 
 

 
 
 
  

 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 14 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 16 
9:30 – Meditation 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 17 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 18 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY 

 20 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 

 21 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 
10:45 – BUC Expo 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 23 
9:30 – Meditation 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Stop Adani Meeting 

 24 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
7:30 – Book Group 

 25 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 – Church Camp 

 27 
Church Camp 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
Church Camp 

9:30 –Sunny Chen 
 

 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 30 
9:30 – Meditation 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 31 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
 

June 1 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY 

 3 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
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