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March 2017 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

Lent is the 40 days leading up to Easter. We remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the 
wilderness being tested and are invited to join him on that spiritual journey into the depths 
of the heart. Our Lenten journey ends with the solemn remembrance of his death and 
resurrection, the means by which he enters into loving communion with all creatures in every 
place. 

This year we began our Lenten journey by casting our minds back to Christmas. During Advent 
we worshipped around this sculpture in which the place of Jesus’ birth was represented by 
strips of eucalyptus bark. On Christmas day, we reflected on the fact that, while tradition has 
Jesus being born in Bethlehem, the gospel story stresses that there was no place for him – no 
place in the inn nor under the authority of the Emperor who seeks to put everyone in their place 
through a census. Jesus is the one with no place who yet meets his people in every place and 
gives all a place in the life and love of God. 

The fact that Eucalyptus bark was used in our Advent sculpture reminded us of our place in this 
ancient land Australia. The Christ of no place meets us at home here on Wurundjeri Country 
with its complex story of injustice and dispossession.

As part of our Ash Wednesday (the first day of Lent) worship, we each took a piece of the bark from the Advent sculpture, prayed 
and placed it in a fire – later we were marked with a sign of the cross 
with ashes from that fire. Here is the reflection from that service. 

We hold eucalyptus bark from our place. As we hold it let us remember 
and hold in prayer all people, all creatures, in every place – especially 
those displaced or struggling to find their place in life. 

As we hold it reflect on your place in the world and your journey of faith 
with Christ on the wilderness way. What are the trials you are facing 
and in which you pray for the Spirit’s guidance?

“There was no place for him…” (Luke 2:7). Christ’s rejection at his birth 
prefigures his final rejection on the 
cross where he laid down his life in 
love for all. This Lent, what will you 
lay down, and what will you take up 
for the sake of the world which God 
loves so much?

Now bring your bark and place it in 
the fire praying that the Holy Spirit 
will unite us with him in justice, 
peace and compassion. 

Ian Ferguson

Lent
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> Worship Calendar

Lent
During the season of Lent (5th March - 2nd April) we will 
reflect on the big gospel stories of Jesus’ encounters with 
Nicodemus, the woman at the well, the man born blind and 
Lazarus.  

As we reflect we will ask ourselves ‘What do these stories tell 
us about God’s welcome?, What can we learn from the way 
in which Jesus’ receives and offers welcome? What can we 
demand of our nation?’  

In response we will be creating a WELCOME banner week by 
week which we will carry with us on the Palm Sunday Rally, 9th 
March.

Lent 1, Student House welcome
The first Sunday of Lent and the first Sunday of the month, 
5th March, we will celebrate Holy Communion in our All Age 
service.  We will also welcome new members Andrew Crane, 
Beth Davey, Stephanie Wilson, Giovanni Young and Peter Morley 
to the Student House program with Brianna, Sam, Emily, Tabitha 
and Meysam and bless all of them as they build their community 
amongst us.

Lent 2, Baptism
On 12th March, we will celebrate the baptism of Mariel Datt, 
daughter of Nagma & Emanuel Datt and little sister to Gabriel 
and Raphael.

Lent 3
On 19th March we will welcome Kirsten Parris as our preacher.

Lent 4, Welcoming Ceremony
At least once, and often twice, a year we offer people who are 
new to the congregation an invitation to share their story and 
publicly express their desire to be part of this community and 
say that it is their spiritual home for now.

After people have shared their stories these questions are 
asked:

To those who are being welcomed:  “Do you name the 
Brunswick Uniting Church congregation as your community of 
faith and do you commit yourself to actively participating within 
this community?”     

To the congregation:  “Do you joyfully receive these people 
as fellow travellers along the way of discipleship, and do you 
commit yourself as a community of Jesus Christ to maintain the 
life of faith?”   

The first opportunity to offer this formal welcome for 2017 will 
be during worship on Sunday 26th March.

Please note that this is not formal church membership although 
people who do have UCA membership are encouraged to do so.

Please contact Ian Ferguson 0438 547 842 to indicate your 
interest in participating in the welcoming ceremony.

The Pastoral Care Committee will lead us in Prayers of the 
People.

Lent 5
For the final Sunday in the season of Lent on 2nd April we 
will once again celebrate Holy Communion during the All Age 
Worship service and complete our Palm Sunday Welcome 
Banner.

Holy Week
Planning ...

Later in the month members of 
the worship committee will meet 
to plan the services for Holy 
Week.

We’d love to hear from anyone 
else who is interested in planning for how we share, tell and 
reflect on the story.  Please contact Saide Cameron,  
0407 096 743 to find out more. 

Palm Sunday 9th April, 9:30 am 
We will participate in our traditional Ecumenical Walk to St. 
Ambrose Catholic church during worship. Worship begins and 
concludes at BUC.  

Easter Storytelling, Wednesday 12th April, 8:00 pm 
An opportunity to receive the story of Easter in a new way.

Maundy Thursday, 13th April, 7:30 pm   
A quiet service of prayer and reflection including the celebration 
of Holy Communion.

Tenebrae, 13th April, time to be confirmed 
The youth and young adults of our congregation plan and lead 
worship.  Contact Anika Jensen for more information,  
0401 181 664

Good Friday, 14th April, 9:30 am   
We hear and respond to the story of Christ’s passion.

Dawn Service, 16th April, 7:00 am 
We gather early in the morning to remember Christ’s 
resurrection and share breakfast afterwards.

Easter Day, 16th April, 9:30am 
We celebrate Christ’s resurrection and Holy Communion.
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As I mentioned at the AGM, we’re blessed at BUC with lots of 
people who “lead” in many different ways. Sure we could use 
extra people on Council and a number of different committees, 
but we also want to celebrate the service that so many of our 
members already offer.

This was evident at our Leaders’ Retreat, which for the first 
time (in my memory anyway) was expanded beyond the Elders/
Church Council to include – as it turned out – about 24 people. 
Besides the specific conversations, which I’ll summarise very 
briefly below, it was a great example of living out some of the 
key themes from the Mission Planning Report: Celebration, 
Mission Shaped Church, Deepening Relationships, and 
Intentionality.

We had a delightful sharing of our personal experiences of the 
“BUC Community of Communities” on Friday night, as well as a 
shared meal. This included our personal “re-drawing” of images 
from the Mission Planning Report, two of which you can see

We have so much to learn from each other, as we each 
participate in parts of BUC’s life and mission that others can’t 
possibly know everything about. A big lesson for me was 
the importance of sharing our stories with each other, and I 
encourage everyone to do the same!

On Saturday 
we explored 
the “Roots” – 
contemporary 
missional church 
principles – and 
“Trunk & Branches” 
– including our 
current and 
emerging plans for 
2017 and beyond. 
From there, we 
identified a big list 
of topics that might 
warrant further 
discussion…and 
took up 8 of them 
in small groups. 

Again, there 
was a fantastic sharing of perspectives and ideas, many of 
which are already being taken up and implemented. Others 
will be discussed at committees and Council, or are ongoing 
conversations that you might like to join in on. Keep an eye 
out for the full report from the weekend – including those 8 
conversations – coming soon!        Shawn Whelan
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> Pastoral Care News
A Gathering
The Pastoral Care committee welcomed members of the three 
groups (Hospitality, Compassion and Community) that support 
our congregation’s Pastoral Care ministry to a combined dinner 
and meeting on 22nd February.

Having shared a delicious meal Ian invited 
us to reflect together on the Pastoral Care 
report which was published in 2014.  You 
can read the report here.  We affirmed the 
vision and approach outlined in the report.  
After dessert the three groups then spent 
some time together with the invitation  to 
discuss and respond to these  questions:  
‘Where are we at now 
in this ministry?, What is 

your response to the reflection?  What is your 
interest in this ministry? What is the purpose of 
this ministry? What do we need to do next and 
what support do we need?’  

This provoked some very engaging and illuminating discussions 
which will shape the way in which each group offers their 
particular form of pastoral care ministry in 2017.    
            Saide Cameron

Compassion 
This ministry offers support to people in times of crisis often 
with the simple gift of a home cooked meal as well as other 
forms of support where appropriate.

Cards are sent on behalf of the congregation to celebrate 
births, to offer support and condolences and to celebrate special 
occasions.  If you now of someone or a situation where a card 
would be appreciated please let us know.

A ministry of personal prayer is also offered through which 
members of the congregation, friends and family are prayed for 
on a daily basis until a request is made to be withdrawn.  This is 
a personal and confidential act and we do not need to know why 
you have requested prayer if that is your wish.  We believe that 
God knows the innermost workings of our hearts.

We offered our prayerful love and support to Helen & Mal Rowe 
on the death of Helen’s mother Muriel Moulton, 8th February.

We look forward with joyful anticipation to the wedding of Caitlin 
Mullen and Rachel Beagley on 8th April and offer them our 
prayerful support.

If you wish to be included and prayed for please just telephone 
or email Glenice Cook or Ian Ferguson. Each Friday the Prayer 
group will be emailed the names of those participating.  If you 
know of someone who may need prayer please feel free to ask 
them if this would be helpful and forward their name to us.

If you would like to join this prayer ministry please contact 
Glenice, 0414 319 649.                Glenice Cook 

Hospitality
February and March are a time of great activity for the 
Hospitality Team as we welcome people to the congregation 
at the start of the year.  This ministry seeks to welcome, invite, 
include and engage people in the life of our congregation and 
community. 

The Hospitality team farewelled Peter McKinnon and Lucy 
Hardman and we thank them for their generous commitment to 
the Hospitality Ministry.

At the next meeting, we will welcome Ray Cameron who is 
joining the team.  We will be looking for more new members of 
the team in the next several weeks.

Of course you don’t need to be part of the Hospitality Team to 
offer welcome and many of us naturally and actively engage in 
this ministry throughout the year.  If you meet someone new 
invite them to fill out a welcome card, introduce them to other 
people, give them an Olive Bite, perhaps even invite them home 
for a meal.             Jane Allardice

Community
The Community Team farewelled two of our members (Kirsty 
Bennett and Sarah Curnow) and thanked them for their 
contribution.  At our March meeting we will welcome Kristin 
Dahl, Karlien Kok and Tess Alston to this ministry.

We love to celebrate and support all the different ways we 
gather as community.  There are so many groups, programs 
and activities that we can invite people to join and be part of in 
our dynamic and vibrant community of communities.  You can 
find information about the wide variety of options in Regular 
and Special Events, the Worship Calendar, and in various News 
pages including FUNdraising, CY&YA, D&E and JAM.

This team has particular responsibility for our FaceBook page, 
Cafe Style Morning teas (CSMT), Lunches and the Camp.

People had a lovely time 
sitting and chatting 
after worship at our first 
CSMT on 5th February 
possibly responding to 
the invitation to share 
something about their 
holidays, something that they had found particularly inspiring or 
maybe just sharing life.  The JAM committee will be hosting two 
CSMTs in May as part of our second BUC Expo.  

After the AGM on 26th February we enjoyed a Bring a Plate to 
Share lunch in the hall, very pleasant and relaxing.  We’re looking 
forward to sharing a BBQ lunch with the BIUC congregation after 
our combined service on 30th April.

Shawn Whelan will convene the camp committee and is joined 
by Rachel Beagley, Ian Ferguson and Anthony Hinds to help    
                 make our annual church camp a wonderful event.  
            Saide Cameron

 

HOSPITALITY 
COMPASSION 
COMMUNITY  

July 2014 

a threefold vision  
for Pastoral Care at BUC 

Brunswick Uniting Church 

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/newspdfs/PC%20Review%20Report%202014%2007.pdf
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Keeping Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, it is important that you report this in confidence so that support can be provided. 
You may speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Safe Church Contact Person appointed by Church 
Council.  Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised. Follow this link to the flow chart for reporting 
and responding.     Please contact Helen in person or by telephone at 0423 009 813

> Culture of Safety

> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News

Working with Children Check
How to obtain a Working with Children Check (WWCC)

If you are an elder, an appointed leader or if you are involved in 
activities that include children and young people up to the age 
of 18 years you are required by law to hold a current WWCC.  
Many other members of the congregation choose to register 
for a WWCC to demonstrate clearly that BUC is a safe place for 
children.

Here’s how to obtain a WWCC.  Go to this link and begin the 
process on line. Complete all details, print out form, do not sign 
the form, and take it to a main Post Office. You will need to make 

an appointment. There is no charge for the WWCC application or 
for a passport photo taken in connection with the application. 

The Occupational Work Code is 64 Religious Organisation.

Please indicate TWO addresses for your volunteer or other 
involvement at BUC: 
• Brunswick Uniting Church, PO Box 293, Brunswick Vic 3056
• Brunswick Synod of Victoria and Tasmania 130 Little Collins 

St, Melbourne Vic 3000

Further information from Helen Rowe  
Email only during March: helen.rowe@rocketmail.com 

SMP, the term begins ...
If you had been out on the grass during the 
sermon time last Sunday you would have seen a 
circle of 10 children from Prep –2 gathered around 
Faye Findlay. They had been invited to bring a 
favourite soft toy and to say something about 
why they liked it. Then they had blindfolds and the 
chance to find their toy by touch in the basket. 
Afterwards they stood ready at the door and Faye 
played a recording of Elaine Potter singing the 
song we had just had in church. Many of us were 
flattered to be mistaken as the singer of the song! 
Recognition comes in many forms.

Faye’s preparations to enter the story space 
have become well known amongst SMP parents 
and assistants. It does take preparation to enter 
sacred space and Faye is an expert at making the threshold into 
story something special. 

Meanwhile Andrew and Jill Moorhouse were weaving their 
magic combinations of cooking and making with grades 
3-6,  who knew that popcorn clouds were a part of the 
Transfiguration?!

We have welcomed new students in every age group, which is 
a delight and privilege and also requires us to be thoughtful in 
orienting parents and families to BUC spaces and programs. 

Thanks go to our new SMP leaders.  Catherine Drimmel, Theo 
Byard, Joel Townsend and Tabitha Robert (AAW) attended an 
orientation on 12/2 lead by Julie with Rachel U’Ren. All of these 
people come with considerable skills and experience for which 
we are grateful.

Our SMP volunteers were commissioned on February 5 and in 
the spoken promises the congregation also re-affirmed their 
commitment to Culture of Safety practices. Here are the words 
we spoke together:

Ian: Here at BUC we have committed ourselves to implementing 
the Keeping Children Safe Policy of the Uniting Church in 
Australia, Synod of Victoria and Tasmania. I invite you to reaffirm 
that commitment now. 

Together as a congregation will you continue to listen, care and 
work with our children and leaders to safeguard the vulnerable 
from abuse and neglect, and to promote their safety and 
wellbeing?

We will, for this is God’s desire for all creation.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/20170125_child_abuse_reporting_flowchart.pdf
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications
mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com?subject=
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NOURISH and Easter Storytelling
Those who enjoyed storytelling 
and communion last year will 
be glad to know this simple and 
beautiful gathering is happening 
again. Designed with children 
in mind it is nevertheless a 
wondering space for adults also. 
This Lent we will meet fortnightly 
at 6pm for toasted sandwiches 
prior to crossing the story 
threshold at 6.30 sharp. All done 
by 7.15pm

Wednesday March 15 and 29. 

The final night will be an Easter Storytelling for primary school-
aged children on April 12.  On this night at the later time of 
8pm there will be team of storytellers telling Matthew’s Passion 
this is recommended for children over 10 years old and adults.

I would love to hear from people willing to volunteer their toastie 
skills to assist Nourish. 
   Julie Perrin, Children & Families Worker

YUCY 
Wow, what a beginning to the YUCY year! We’ve got some 
wonderful new teenagers and amazing new leaders and 
assists, as well as the veteran leaders Michael Cameron and 
Brianna Bartley. The two YUCY meet ups so far have included 
an emotional farewell to the wonderfully intelligent and cheeky 
Marlene. We sang “Happy going away to you” complete with a 
cake and candles, hopefully a fitting goodbye for one of YUCY’s 
core members!

With the new year we’re also looking at a much bigger crew, 
which is great and also requires some different approaches and 
ideas. If you or anyone you know has skills or ideas for activities 
fit for a fun and thriving youth group, please get in touch! Also, if 
you know anyone from years 7 to 9 who be keen to come along 
to a YUCY night, let me know - see dates for semester 1:

YUCY OG
We at Brunswick Uniting Have the pleasure of having several 
VCE students in our congregation this year! Hannah, Josh, 
Jacquie and Genevieve are all embarking on a massive and 
daunting journey of study which is both exciting, but also means 
that regular meet ups might change in a nature a fair bit through 
out the year. We’re planning study sessions and casual after-
Church catch ups to accommodate the study-heavy lifestyle of 
the majority of the OG crew in 2017.

Student House
This year is gearing up to be something huge and special! With 
4 new members this semester - and an additional two newish 
members since this time last year, our Student House Community 
is fresh and dynamic! We welcome Steph, Gio and Peter to the 
Orange House and Andrew to the Green House and bless them this 
Sunday the 5th March. We’ll also be changing things up a little 
some implementations coming out of the Student House Review 
which took place late last year. 

At the retreat on 17-18th February, we nominated two “Student House Reps”: one student from each house to represent the 
members for the semester. Sam is the representative for Green House and Tahiti for Orange House. Speaking of the retreat, IT 
WAS AWESOME!! We stuffed a few envelopes, played some cards, shared our favourite biblical characters, and talked about what 
community in faith!! We also had a great time at the beach!! And of course, Ian took some excellent photographic evidence!

Anika Jensen, Youth & Student House Support Worker
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Throughout the past couple of months, we’ve been published 
sections of the Student House Review conducted in late 2016 
by members of the Children, Youth and Young Adult Committee. 
Have a read of the next section below: 

Relationship between church and the Student House community 
(including committee)

 “ I like how at church people come and talk to you like they 
already know you.” – Student

“ Double standard of what we expect of the student house 
population and what we expect of the rest of the congregation.” 
– Ex-Student

“ Not sure [the SHP needs reinventing]... it’s the BUC church’s 
relationship to the SH community that needs tweaking”  
– Ex- Committee Member

“The Student House was set up as an act of giving, no 
necessary expectations involved” – Ex-Committee Member

“ It is a rewarding program to be involved with because of the 
closeness to people’s lives and the intentional engagement with 
being in community together”. – Committee Member

“ The student house isn’t it’s own intentional community, but the 
intention of the BUC. I’d never thought about it like that before” 
– Church Council Member

As stated above in the “Reciprocity” section, there seems to 
be different ideas of what the Student House Program (SHP) 
represents and therefore what the students’ expectations are 
in the church community. We found that, while the students 
mostly find the church community welcoming, they are also 
sometimes unsure of how they are supposed to act. This is both 
because they are young adults trying to find a foothold in life and 
also because of the different interpretations of the SHP within 
the BUC community.

It is important that the church acknowledges that the SHP is 
not it’s own “intentional community” but is the result of our 
intentions in forming a community. Therefore, we need to see 
the SHP for what it is, 10 young adults who were strangers to 
one-another, taking a leap of faith to live and journey in faith 
with other young Christians. This is daunting and not organic nor 
intentional on the part of the students. The committee, students 
and congregation feel very blessed to have such a close 
relationship and bond in this time of growth; however, the ideas 
of reciprocity above and the realities of the SHP should be clear 
to the congregation.

Student House Review Excerpt

Anika Jensen, Youth & Student House Support Worker

> Student House Faith Spot
Samuel Rauert
Hi everyone. I’m now in my third year at the BUC student house, and studying 
my final year of a Bachelor of Design at Academy of Design in Collingwood. I’ve 
just finished my second week back at Uni as of writing this, and it looks like it’s 
going to be a really busy year with some really big projects to complete, which 
I’m quite excited about. I spent the holidays back home in Warrnambool, and it 
was great to see all of my family and friends again.

When I moved to Melbourne, the BUC community made the transition to city 
life much easier; I’m very thankful for the student house program. I love that 
the Church has such a wide range of age groups and how actively everyone is 
involved in the community. I’ve designed many of the event posters, postcards 
and leaflets you see around the Church, and have also been volunteering with 
the sound system and laptop since moving to Brunswick.

Come and say hi after Church, I’d love to get to know those of you I haven’t 
already met.

> Happy Birthday
Hannah Alvis, Matthew Alvis, Melissa Ashley, Clare Boyd-Macrae, David Cameron, Saide Cameron, Sue Collard, Meredith Dobson, 
Andrew Dickinson, Margaret Dyson, Geoff Findlay, Ian Findlay, Jaom Fisher, Dave Hall, Samuel Hall, Matthew Lees, Chantelle  
Matthews, Carlin McNamara, Danica Mullen, Alistair Macrae, Natalie Papworth, Bronte Potter, Nick Salau-Thom, Max Tieman



	  

	  

8

> JAM News
The JAM committee is moving into a new and exciting phase.  
This year we’ve been inspired to take on the role of actively 
supporting the programs and committees that are closely 
aligned with the work of our committee.  These are the Olive 
Way program, BUC Arts, FUNdraising, Stewart Lodge and Food 
Co-op.  Our level of engagement is particular to each of them 
and a member of the JAM committee as indicated below will 
participate in each.

The Olive Way program will be supported by two committees 
both of which will meet bi-monthly.  The Olive Way Steering 
Group will meet after worship on Sundays beginning 12th 
March.  The Olive Way Advisory Group will meet during the 
week and will be a much larger group including program leaders 
and participants from the program.  David Stephens and Leanne 
Salau will respectively be members of these committees.

The BUC Arts program is a wonderful evolution of the ArtStop 
program and recognizes the many contributions that the Arts 
make to our worship and community life.  It was one of the 8 
topics of conversation at the Leaders’ Retreat.  This committee 
is still in formation and promises to be lots of fun for everyone 
involved.  Leanne Salau has been a long time supporter of the 
ArtStop program and Meredith Budge will be joining her on the 
committee as well.

Food Co-op is a long standing program of Brunswick UC and 
the former South West Brunswick UC congregation.  The energy 
around the program has ebbed and flowed over the years.  
Last year we were invited to look at ways of reinvigorating the 
committee and this work continues with Meredith Budge on the 
committee.

The FUNdraising committee is very active even though 
meetings are rare.  Saide Cameron reports regularly on the 
various ways in which our congregation is invited to support 
projects beyond our doors.  JAM also offers input into who and 
what we might consider supporting.

Our congregation’s relationship with Stewart Lodge began 
with the former St. Andrew’s congregation and continues to be 
very significant for many of us.  Driving John and other residents 
to worship is a very special form of ministry and one which we 
celebrate.  Our commitment to Stewart Lodge Carols and the 
giving of gift bags was made clear last year.  Gwen Arnold helps 
to keep us informed about the needs related to this ministry.

JAM committee members are active in many other ways.  Love 
Makes a Way, whilst not a BUC program, includes many BUC 
members.  Abi Benham-Bannon, Kirsty Bennett and Gwen 
Arnold are involved in LMAW actions and keep us informed 
about the issues and actions.  Abi also leads the way in 
informing the congregation about other rallies and ways in which 
we can support vulnerable people.  Save the date for the Palm 
Sunday Rally, 9th April as we join with thousands of others to 
‘Walk for Justice for Refugees’.  See Special Events.

We are looking forward to being part of the fun of the Sydney 
Rd. Street Party on 5th March through the ‘Praying for 
Justice’ activities.

The BUC Expo returns in May over two Sundays - 7th May 
for committees and 21st May for groups and program.  More 
details next month.

Plans for the Community Garden, to be created in collaboration 
with the ASWC, are still underway.  We hope to have more 
information about this next month.  David Stephens is our liaison 
person so please let him know if you are interested in supporting 
this program and getting some dirt under your fingernails.

We’re investigating taking part in the Ration Challenge Week 
in June and simultaneously hosting a Civil Dialogue exploring 
the topic of Sanctuary. 

Lots happening as always and we are loving being part of it.  The 
committee shares a meal as part of our meeting.  Let one of us 
know if you want to join in the fun.        Saide Cameron 

Discipleship and Education is back!

Behold our program  
for the first part of 2017:

2017: A Spiritual Survival Guide 

#1 The Powers: Respect or Resistance? 8th March

#2 Between Faiths: Suffering and Solidarity (details to come)

#3 Break Glass in Case of Emergency: Maintaining Hope (details 
to come)

We have hung a sharp left from our previous track record. 
In 2017 we are bringing you a series of QandA style panel 
events, complete with experts, questions from the audience, a 
moderator, and a live twitter stream.

In our first event, ‘The Powers: Respect or Resistance?’ (8th 
of March!) we ask what the Bible says and our faith teaches 
about the proper relationship between Christians and the 
powers of the world. Eminent scholars Sean Winter (Associate 
Professor in New Testament @ Pilgrim Theological College) and 
Robyn Whitaker (Bromby Lecturer in Biblical Studies and Online 
Coordinator @ Trinity College Theological School) will discuss 
and answer questions about their article “Trump: Respect or 
Resistance?” a response to Barney Zwartz.

We hope that this series will offer an opportunity for theological 
reflection on spiritual responses to injustice and power in the 
world. The second session will consider solidarity with suffering 
in other faiths, and the third session will discuss reasons for 
hope.  See you on the 8th! 
      Daniel Broadstock

> D&E News



	  

	  

9

> Olive Way News

> FUNdraising News

Once again FUNdraising was 
given a generous ‘kick start’ 
with the opportunity to ‘stuff 
envelopes’ for a recycling 
campaign.  Over the weekend 
of 17th-19th February more 
than 30 people joined in the fun 
of stuffing 18,000 envelopes to 
raise $3,000 for the Olive Way 
program.

The JAM committee received 
a request to access the money 
raised through the 2016 Asylum 

Seeker Welcome Centre dinner.  Church Council approved the 
recommendation to fund three programs:  Driving Program 
($4,500), Creative Reuse Workshop ($1,500) and Saturday 
Social Cohesion Program ($4,000).  The letter of application 
which details these program is available here.

Coming up in March we are hosting our first Sunday Worship 
Stall in support of the Share Lenten Appeal.  The Lenten Offering 
is an annual event in the life of congregations within the Synod 
of Victoria and Tasmania. It is conducted during Lent and Easter 
at a time of reflection, renewal and recommitment.  The stall on 
26th March is just one way of supporting the appeal.  If you 
have something to contribute to the stall please bring it along. 
Envelopes are also available for personal donations.

We are very excited about the ASWC Welcome to my House 
dinners coming up in April.  An invitation to participate will be 
available soon.  Also see Special Events.  Meanwhile find a date 
in your calendar when you can invite people over for a meal 
and have a conversation about how we can all be involved in 
supporting the vital work of the ASWC.

There are lots of ways to be involved in FUNdraising this year.  
We’ve planned out the year and distributed postcards for you to 
put on your fridge. You can also download a copy of the calendar 
here. 
            Saide Cameron

Packing up at the end of a long day, one of the regular Olive 
Way guests called me over for a chat. He began telling me of 
the chance encounter he had with Fi at another church that 
eventually led to his coming and attending Olive Way. He was 
struggling through a series of difficult circumstances and was 
in a state of despair. Fi’s simple invitation to come to Olive Way 
brought him into contact with some of the other groups that 
orbit around it (such as SROC and ArtStop), and he quickly threw 
himself into one of them. Through the combination of hospitality, 
deep friendships, and encouragement, he was able to tap into 
a creativity that was perhaps latent. His life began to move in 
another direction. Of course there are challenges that remain 
for him and things are far from settled. But he has been able to 
find a means of expression, an outlet for his frustrations, and 
supportive friendships to see him through some dark times. For 
this man it was a divine appointment, one saw the beginning of 
a lot of changes in his life. 

Talking with this man seemed to confirm a hunch for me: at the 
heart of Olive Way is hospitality and welcome, and Olive Way 
simply wouldn’t be what it is without it. But what Olive Way can 
also do is help enrich people’s lives, and this became evident 
in my conversation with this man. Of course, not everyone 
will be enriched in the same way; different things will enrich 
different people. And this got me thinking and dreaming about 
other possible means whereby people may be enriched through 
their encounter with Olive Way. For some it may simply be the 
hospitality and friendly contact, and that will be fine. But for 
others there may be other pathways that will bring enrichment 
to their lives. My hope is that Olive Way might help illuminate 
that pathway for people. 

The role of groups like SROC and ArtStop (even simple piano 
lessons in the church) is indispensable to the greater role Olive 
Way has to play. Throughout this year I hope to find other 
avenues whereby other Olive Way attendees will be similarly 
enriched.  
           Peter Blair, Olive Way Coordinator

Enriching encounters

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/Lentara%20application%20submitted.pdf
http://shareappeal.org.au/appeal/lenten-offering-2017/
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/2017%20FUNdraising%20Calendar.pdf
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> Communication News

Website Update
Lots of content has been prepared for the new website which 
we hope to launch mid-April.  We are now at the stage of asking 
various people to review and/or contribute content specific to 
their roles or programs they help to lead or organize.  

To whet your appetite the new website features a home 
page (see the photo) with active buttons that give visitors an 
immediate picture of who we are and what we care about 
togethee with the opportunity to find out more.

The menu bar offers sections on Worship, Growing in Faith, 
Community, Social Action and a Members area which will 
require a log-in.  

There’ll be lots of photos throughout the website which we’ll be 
able to change to keep things looking fresh.  Various people have 
been asked to take photos and this will continue over the next 
few weeks until we go live.

There’ll be sermons and stories blogs accessible from the home 
page together with the SMP and Standing on the Pews blogs.

Bret Salinger, our website designer, will be training a number of 
people on how to update the website as needed.    
               Saide Cameron

The Olive Pages
The Olive Pages (Directory) is the collection of contact details 
for all people within the congregation.  It is currently being 
updated and will be published on Sunday 12th March and 
remain available for collection after worship through March.  
Uncollected copies will be posted at the end of the month.

If you have recently changed any of your details (address, phone 
numbers, emails) please let me know.  Otherwise you can 
simply check the copies in the hall during Morning Tea to either 
update or add your information.  

The Directory is made available to everyone in paper copy unless 
you indicate that you wish to receive it by email only or both.  

Simply contact saide.cameron@bigpond.comto let me know what you prefer.

The Gift of time spent in the company of God 
The gift of Self-reflection

The gift of reaching out to our neighbours
The Lenten Offering is an annual event in the life of 
congregations within the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania. It 
is conducted during Lent and Easter at a time of reflection, 
renewal and recommitment.

In response to God’s love for all people and the giving of his son 
to the world, an opportunity is provided for people of the church 
to make a sacrificial offering to support important mission 
projects.

The 2017 Lenten Offering will support the following projects: 

• Dignity for girls, International: To provide sanitary supplies 
to girls growing up in developing countries and to provide 
sewing machines and overlockers, fabric and other 
materials needed to produce the sanitary hygiene kits.

• Ministry Training, National: To provide ministry candidates 
with additional training about the formation of the Uniting 
Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) and 
recent developments in biblical and theological studies as 
they prepare to become a Minister of the Word or deacon in 
the UAICC.

• Live church streaming, Victoria: To help Hamilton Uniting 
Church purchase the necessary equipment to live stream 
their weekly church services to ageing congregations 
members in local hospitals, aged care facilities and homes.

• Growing Together, Tasmania: To help cover the costs of 
employing a part-time gardener for a community garden 
in Tasmania where people grow friendships and develop 
community connection and improve the nutrition of local 
school children and families.

By giving a special Lenten Offering you will be helping meet the 
real needs of people in our local and global communities and 
sharing the love of god. 

To support the Lenten 
Offering pick up an 
appeal brochure 
at church, send a 
cheque or postal order 
to Share, PO Box 
24154, Melbourne, 
Victoria, 3001, free 
call 1800 668 426 
or visit Share Lenten 
Appeal

> Lenten Offering

mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
http://shareappeal.org.au/appeal/lenten-offering-2017/
http://shareappeal.org.au/appeal/lenten-offering-2017/
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The 2017 Melbourne Palm Sunday Walk For Justice For 
Refugees will be on Sunday 9th April at 2pm, commencing at 
the State Library (music from 1.30pm). 

We’ll be walking with our well 
known Brunswick UC banner and 
our brand new Lenten Welcome 
banner.  Save the date and be ready 
to walk with our congregation.  Join 
the group heading in by tram after 
worship or gather on the corner of 
Swanston St. and La Trove Street, opposite Melbourne Central.

Good Friday Lunch
In the midst of the solemnity of Good Friday, 14th April 
and the lead up to Easter Day our community gathers for a 
magnificent feast of Hot Cross Buns and an amazing variety of 
soups.  Arrive any time from midday.

As always the party will be hosted by Alistair Hunter and Colma 
Fechner.  Ray Cameron will once 
again produce an extraordinary 
quantity of delicious hot cross buns in 
three flavours - traditional, chocolate 
and while chocolate & cranberry.  We 
greatly appreciate the generosity of 
Adrian Brown & Anita Brown-Major, 
who make their home available for 
this wonderful community event,  
16 Temple St. West Brunswick.  Everyone is welcome from 
midday.  Please BYO chairs and drinks.

> Special Events
Welcome to my House Dinners
The FUNdraising Committee is very excited to bring you this 
wonderful opportunity to share a meal with friends, families, 
colleagues, neighbours any day or night during April and at 
the exact same time - simultaneously in fact - raise money for 
the Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre.  It’s so simple.  Here’s how 
it’s going to work:

• The FUNdraising bit - A FUNdraising page www.lentarauc.
org.au/brunswickuc has been set up on the Lentara website 
(just like we did for last year’s amazingly successful 
FUNdraising Dinner) so that guests (and hosts) can make a 
tax deductible donation either before or at the dinner.  If the 
dinner you offer is outstandingly amazing and sensational 
your guests may even donate extra.  You can make a 
donation here in advance.

• The Dinner/Lunch bit - We need people to offer to host 
a meal.  Here’s where it gets interesting.  At this time of 
the year we usually have a triple letter dinner weekend.  
Pastorally we want to make sure that everyone who wants 
to be a guest has the opportunity to do so.  At the same 

time we want to share the amazing ASWC story with the 
wider community and encourage people from beyond our 
congregation to support this work with their donations.

• So hosting option 1 - you can offer to host and invite 
your own guests, just let us know that you are going to do 
so.  We want to keep track of how many dinners are being 
held over the whole month.  It’s completely up to you how 
you organize the meal (provide it all or bring something to 
share).

• And hosting option 2 - you might like to offer to host a 
dinner and be allocated guests triple letter style.  Some of 
these guests might be people who can make a donation 
and others might not.  It’s all good either way really.

• Do you want to be a guest? - just send Saide an email 
saide.cameron@bigpond.com.  Glenice and I will match 
you up with one of our wonderful hosts.

A handout will be available next week, both printed and by 
email, look out for it and sign up as soon as you can.  Any 
questions or comments call Saide 0407 096 743 or Glenice 
0414 319 649.

BUC Camp - save the date!
Our church camp this year is going to be on 
May 26-28, at the familiar Adekate Forest 
Lodge. Put those dates in your diary now, so 
you don’t miss out!

If you haven’t been to camp before, it’s a 
wonderful time of all-ages fellowship (an 
old fashioned word, but a very good one!). 
We’re still developing the title and program 
for this year, but we’re likely to be picking 
up on themes from the Mission Planning 

Report including “Celebration”, 
“Deepening Relationships”, and 
“Deepening Faith & Spirituality.”

Meanwhile…if you could offer any 
help to the camp planning team, 
we’d really appreciate it! Similarly, if 
you would be interested in leading 
a workshop or activity at the camp 
(craft, singing, dancing, kids’ games, 
anything!) we’d love to hear from 
you. Contact Shawn, Anthony, 
Rachel or Ian.

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/events/319469755104081/?subject=
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/events/319469755104081/?subject=
http://www.lentarauc.org.au/brunswickuc
http://www.lentarauc.org.au/brunswickuc
mailto:saide.cameron%40bigpond.com?subject=
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> News

Out and About Group 
Visit to the Melbourne Botanic Gardens

Eleven active adults plus a small dog met at 
the gates of the Botanic Gardens one fine 
February morning. Our walk took us up and 
around ‘Guilfoyle’s Volcano’ – a redeveloped 
water storage reservoir planted with 
succulents, cacti and water plants. You can 
get one of the best views of the CBD from 
this vantage point! After wending our way 
around plantings exotic and local we found the cafe. Any adult with flexible time during 
the week is very welcome to join the group. A different activity planned each month.  

See the Olive Press for this month’s activity.  General enquiries to Helen Rowe helen.rowe@rocketmail.com.     
                Helen Rowe

Farewell
On 12th February 
we offered a farewell 
to Klaus & Sandra 
Schwingeler and their 
daughters Marlene 
and Lola-Marie as they 
prepared to return to 
Germany after 3&1/2 

years in Australia.  Ian commented on their involvement in our 
congregation particularly morning teas and the recent pageant. 
Klaus offered their thanks for the warm welcome they have 
received with us commenting on the hand over from one 
German family to another (speaking of Klaus & Eva) but that they 
couldn’t offer the same with no more Klaus’s available.  As is our 
custom we blessed them singing ‘For you deep stillness’.

Welcome
Congratulations to Eleni and Hilal on 
the birth of Nathanial Oliver Hayek.  
We look forward to welcoming 
him to his first service with us.  
Nathaniel was born on 20th 
February weighing 3.76kg and is 
Eleni and Hilal third son, brother to 
Charlie and Sebastian.  In her Facebook post Eleni commented 
‘Both baby and mum are doing well’.

It was lovely to welcome Cassie DeFillippo to worship on 26th 
February returning from 12 months in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 
where she conducted her doctoral research about gender roles, 
the performance of masculinities, and the normalization of using 
female sex workers 
           Saide Cameron

Commissioning -  
Ministry Team
During worship on 29th January Peter 
Blair was commissioned as our Olive Way 
Co-ordinator.  We also celebrated Julie 
Perrin and Anika Jensen’s continuing roles 
on our Ministry Team.  Daniel Broadstock 
(Elder and Council Secretary) introduced 
Peter.  Together we made commitments 
and promises.  

Peter shared his story commenting that 
his calling to ministry has been 
in stages and spoke of finding a 
community of people passionate 
about their faith and with them 
explored mission as discipleship.  
Through involvement with 
another community he came 
to understand discipleship as 
following Jesus to the lonely 

places, to seek justice... and said that it 
was difficult not to notice people who 
were marginalized once your eyes have 
been opened.  This realization led him to 
seek a place where he could continue to 
work with those who are forgotten by 
the world. He acknowledged his family’s 
contribution to his ministry.

Ian prayed this beautiful blessing as Peter 
stood surrounded by the Church Council, 
Ministry Team and representatives of the 
Olive Way.

By the Holy Spirit, O God,
give strength to your servant Peter
and set his heart on fire with love for you.
Increase in him your gifts of grace:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and wonder in 
your presence,
the spirit of joy and delight in your service,
now and for ever.
Amen.

Daniel presented Peter with the Olive 
Way Mug and ‘wee donation box’, 
symbols handed over by Fiona Bottcher in 
December.

We concluded the commissioning and 
blessing singing ‘For you Deep Stillness’.

Saide Cameron

mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com?subject=
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Baptism
During worship on 19th February we joyfully celebrated the 
baptisms of Shahrzad Ghale & Mohsen Hashemnejadm and their 
daughter Shaylin Hashemnejad, Sonia & Ali Toufannejad and their 
son Ilya and Artin Talebi, son of Ali and Sahar.

We also celebrated the confirmations of Ali & Sahar Talebi (who 
were baptized in Iran) alongside the newly baptized adults.

In presenting the group for baptism Saide said Shahrzad, 
Mohsen and Shaylin began worship with us about eight months 
ago and we were delighted when Shahrzad asked if they could 
be the Holy Family in our Christmas Eve pageant last year.  Sonia, 
Ali and Ilya also began worship with almost eight months ago as 
well.  Sahar & Alireza began worshipping with us in 2014 and we 

celebrated with them when they welcomed Artin into their lives 
in July of that year.  They had their turn as the Holy Family in the 
2014 Christmas Eve pageant.  So we are very privileged today to 
be baptizing two baby Jesus figures.

Ian invited Behzad Farhangi to read the questions for the 
confession of faith saying 
Because English is the 
second language for each 
of those being baptised 
here today, we are going to 
ask them to confess their 
faith in the language of their 
hearts, Persian. 
           Saide Cameron
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Fare thee well!
You may have heard the bizarre but lovely 
news... in March I will begin a half time supply 
ministry placement at Broome Uniting Church, 
WA! If you’ve ever thought to visit Broome, 
please do! It would be a treat to see some 
familiar faces while I’m there. 

How did this come about? 

The Pilgrim Presbytery of Northern Australia heard about the 
short term work I had been doing here at Brunswick Uniting 
and approached me early in 2017 to consider the possibility of 
attending their intensive Ministry of Pastor training and moving 
to Broome for 3 months to provide support for the ministry team 
and the congregation. 

It was a few weeks before I decided to have a conversation 
to see what would be involved, a few weeks after that initial 
conversation, I talked, danced and prayed about it, a friend 
offered to sublet my room, and I was ready to say yes.   

Why Broome?  

Eight months ago Broome Uniting Church’s current ministers, 
Chris and Helen Paine began sick and carers leave. Due to 
the gifts, resources and resilience within the congregation, 
Sunday morning worship and congregational activities have 
been continued by lay leaders but the congregation are looking 
forward to taking a breath.

Ministry of Pastor training

On the way to Broome I have the opportunity to visit my bother 
and sister in their new home in Darwin, while I complete 
some training for ministry of Pastor. The training will cover the 

general competencies of Worship and Sacraments, as well as 
Living Values, Leadership and Community Development. In the 
evenings I’ll sit on the balcony with my siblings and take in the 
sea breeze. 

After the training, myself and the other Pastors in training will 
be joined by the ministers and some other lay leaders in the 
Presbytery for a Professional Development day which will cover 
general competencies around Governance and Resourcing 
Ministry and Mission. A lot to take in!

On March 27th I’ll arrive in Broome and the next part of the 
journey will begin.

Blessings to you all and thank you so much for your prayers, 
advice and support. Please pray for Rev Chris Paine and Rev 
Helen Paine, their families and all those associated with Broome 
Uniting Church. 

Please pray for me too. I’ve never 
been to Darwin or Broome. I hope 
that I can acclimatise quickly so I can 
serve the church in Broome well... 
and so that I can enjoy saying hi to 
the camels on Cable Beach!

Steph Gesling

Commissioning of Elders
During worship on 26th February we commissioned Daniel 
Broadstock, Steph Gesling, Kate Scull and Shawn Whelan as 
continuing Elders of our congregation.  They join Ray Cameron, 
Ann Soo and Linda Wannan as Elders and members of our 
Church Council.

In commissioning the Elders promised to faithfully carry out 
the responsibilities of an Elder relying on God’s grace and the 
congregation in turn pledged our support and prayers during 
their term of service.  Ian prayed a blessing on each of the newly 
commissioned elders and we sang ‘Receive the light of Christ.

Wedding Invitation
After four years together, Rachel and 
I are soon to be married. Despite the 
lack of law change, for Rachel and 
I marriage is about more than just 
the laws, and so we have chosen 
to continue and hold a ceremony 
anyway. For us it is important to 
make our commitment in front of our 
friends, family, and God. 

As members of our faith community this is an invite to come and 
share in our special day.  We hope that as many of you are able 
to come!

The ceremony is at half past two on the 8th of April and will 
be followed by an afternoon tea in the hall afterwards. If you are 
able to come and also felt able to bring a plate of food or to help 
serve tea and coffee that would be greatly appreciated. 

Caitlin Mullen (and Rachel Beagley)

Ian, Steph, Kate, Ray, Daniel, Linda, Ann, Shawn
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> Regular Events
Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email   sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
alternating on Friday (7-8:30pm) and Sunday evenings, 
(6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that invites us to reflect on the 
week that has passed and to pray for each other.  The shape of 
the evening is informal and low-stress.  

Next two gatherings:  Friday 3rd March 7pm at 8/2 Cumming 
St. Brunswick West and Sunday 11th March, details to be 
advised.

Everyone is welcome and you can come every week/fortnight or 
just as you are available.  If you are interested, or just want to 
know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 574) or Helen 
(0423 009 813).

Mulling
Mulling is our monthly catch up/discussion/mulled wine 
appreciation club for young adults 25-35.  This year it will take 
place mainly on the first Tuesday of each month. The location 
changes month to month and each session will be coordinated 
by a different member of the group.

On Tuesday 7th March we welcome Peter Blair (BUC Olive 
Way Co-ordinator) as our first speaker for 2017.  Join us from 
7 - 9pm at the Manse, 60 Blythe St, Brunswick.  Bring a plate 
and we will share dinner & mull together!  For more info: Ian 
Ferguson: 0438 547 842 / iferguson@icloud.com

Meditation
There are four Meditation groups available
With Andrea:  Tuesday at 9.30am in the Youth Hall. 
Contact Andrea Alvis, 0413 950 619, for more information.
With Richard:  Wednesday at 8am or 5:30pm  
at 29 MacFarland St.
On-line every Monday night at 9.30pm to 10.00pm
Contact Richard Arnold, 0407 796 429, for more information.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, Dance & 
Art programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 22nd March 2017 
Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

Join us in March to discuss Music and 
freedom by Zoe Morrison.

“Zoe Morrison’s debut novel Music and 
Freedom examines the long-term  effects 
of domestic violence to a woman’s 
psyche. It is a compelling study of how 
a patriarchal society can inhibit the 
success of a gifted and self-assured 
young woman.”

~ Gretchen Shirm, The Australian June 25, 2016

Everyone welcome. Faye or Christine would be happy to talk to 
you about book club if you would like more information. 

Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group
A monthly social group for older, active women and men.  We 
visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or coffee.  New 
members always welcome. See notice in the Olive Press or  
contact Faye Findlay for further information about the March 
activity. Ph. 9379 1317 or email faye.findlay18@gmail.com

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Food Co-op Distribution Day  
Saturday 25th March from 10 am - 12 noon.
New members welcome!   We aim to reduce our ecological 
footprint on the Earth by distributing food and cleaning products 
free of additional packaging.  Bring your reusable glass, plastic, 
paper or cloth containers to purchase from a range of over 
60 food and cleaning products. Reasonable prices. We meet 
in the Olive Way space.  The Food Co-op is a ministry of BUC 
congregation.   
Further information from Helen Rowe 0423 009 813   
or Meredith Budge 0403 717 714.

mailto:iferguson%40icloud.com?subject=
mailto:faye.findlay18%40gmail.com?subject=
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> Reports
Church Council
A key question for Church Council as it resumes in 2017 has 
been how best to operate, given our small size. The past model 
relied upon deploying Church Councillors to sit on most (if not 
all) committees of the congregation. This allowed Council to be 
briefed directly at its meeting by representatives who had first-
hand knowledge of the issues at stake in each area. However, 
given that we are much reduced in size, this is no longer 
possible. 

Nonetheless, we want to ensure that all the committees are 
heard by Church Council, and that their needs and proposals are 
considered with integrity and generosity of attention. Therefore, 
we have decided to adopt a new meeting model in 2017. We 
will now adopt a bi-monthly model, which will alternate between 
a formal meeting which will consider reports and proposals, 
and a dinner-meeting with invited guests (one JAM-related 
delegate, one delegate from another committee and one staff 
member) to share stories and brief Church Council on any issues 
which may be exercising concern or excitement in their relevant 
areas. We hope that this will strike a fruitful compromise 
between efficiency, keeping Council’s finger on the pulse of the 

congregation, and creating opportunities for deeper reflection 
and engagement. 

Council has finalised a budget for 2017, and it was formally 
accepted by the congregational AGM on the 26th of February. 
The most significant change from 2016 consists of increased 
expenses, particularly under staff salaries and costs. The budget 
will aim to achieve a balance, assuming a 10-15% increase in 
congregational giving. A Giving Appeal Workgroup has been 
formed to present the case for this increase to the congregation 
and facilitate some general reflection on giving.

JAM Committee has been designated with the responsibility for 
setting up and supporting the Olive Way governance structure.

Council has approved the transfer of $10,000 to the ASWC from 
FUNdraising. We received a great application from the ASWC 
outlining the excellent use that they intend to put it to.

Re-elected members Daniel Broadstock, Steph Gesling, Shawn 
Whelan and Kate Scull were commissioned at a worship service 
on the 26th of February.      
             Daniel Broadstock

Presbytery

February 2017  

My first Port Phillip West Presbytery meeting representing BUC 
(with Kate Scull) was on Saturday 18 February 2017!  Our job as 
your representatives is to act as a link to keep our congregation 
informed and involved in the life of the wider church, as well 
as working, discerning and making decisions as part of the 
Presbytery.

This presbytery region is extensive as you 
can see in the area bounded by the blue 
line in the map. So you can imagine the 
variety of congregations represented and 
how far some travel to go to a regional 
meeting such as this. You would also 
understand that there is a broad spread of 
issues, approaches to being a Church and 
languages spoken in the congregations.. 
There were nearly 100 people at the 
meeting and I saw that there was just the 
beginnings of a multicultural representation. 

The main items on the agenda were 
a report back of a “Cultural Audit” 
of Presbytery and nominations and voting for positions on 
Presbytery council and committees, etc.  The cultural audit 
reviewed the current setup and described recommendations of 
some new and specific practical things to work on in 2017. 

The audit was carried out by Tim Dyer in 2016 using a variety 
of conversation and consultation platforms across the region.  
Tim is a trainer of church consultants, mentors and leaders.  He 
is linked to the Australian John Mark Ministries network which 
focuses on care, development and support for clergy and the 
health of congregation. To get a flavour of what the Presbytery 
wants to do in the future and how it might be done, read the 

report in the BUC website under “News” at 
the bottom of the home page. It’s a good 
read and fits with the Uniting Church’s 
forward strategy “Regenerating the Church 
2021 Strategy” which is in the same place 
on the BUC website.

The nomination process was a bit 
confusing, but we got there. Bruce 
Watson was voted in as the new Chair 
of Presbytery and the outgoing Chair Paul 
Blacker was given a standing ovation 
in thanks. At the end of the meeting a 
“Service of Release” was given for Rev. 
Robert Renton, retiring from the Presbytery 
Pastoral Care position.

I look forward to getting to know more of the people in our 
Presbytery and hearing more of what they are doing and the 
issues they have in their local area. 
           Jane Allardice

mailto:http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/news.php?subject=
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Annual General Meeting
The Annual General meeting 
was held after worship on 
Sunday 26th February with 
33 people in attendance and 
14 apologies offered.  Daniel 
Broadstock, chair of the 
congregation, opened the 
meeting in prayer, offered the 
Acknowledgment of Country 
and explained the consensus 
process and voting rights.  

Daniel then presented the collection of 28 reports naming 
each one and the authors.  He invited questions or comments.  
Janet Reus-Smit offered appreciation for the detailed notes 
accompanying the Finance Report.  The Olive Harvest was 
accepted by consensus of the meeting.

Shawn Whelan, Council Chair, offered a Council update 
acknowledging the reduced size of the council and the decision 
to invite other church leaders to join the traditional Council 
retreat.  He spoke about the retreat and indicated that a full 
report would be made available soon.  Shawn encouraged all 
church leaders to ensure that they have Working with Children 
checks as part of our desire to demonstrate our commitment to 
being a Safe Church.  See page 5 for details.

Saide Cameron shared the FUNdraising strategy and programs 
for 2017, see pages 9&11 for further information.

Linda Wannan presented the 2016 Finance report and Shawn 
Whelan presented the 2017 Budget both of which were 
accepted by consensus.

Congregation office bearers for March 2017 - February 2018 
were also affirmed by consensus:  Congregation Chair - 
Daniel Broadstock, Congregation Secretary - Saide Cameron, 
Presbytery Representatives - Kate Scull and Jane Allardice.

Daniel offered thanks to all who contributed reports and 
attended the meeting and to myself as secretary for 
preparations for the meeting. Ian closed with prayer asking that 
the Spirit would guide us with wisdom and discernment in the 
coming year.               Saide Cameron

Worship Committee
Kirsty hosted our first meeting for 2017.  For our gathering 
worship she invited us to reflect on the question ‘Who are we?’ 
speaking in particular about the way in which an Australian 
passport confers rights and privileges that are not available to 
others. She reminded us that as the worship committee it is 
our task to lead and guide the congregation in responding to the 
challenges of living out and speaking the gospel.

After the summer holidays we had a lot of services to reflect on 
from 18th December all the way through to 5th February.  We 
noted our appreciation for the Advent Sculpture designed by 
Simone Alesich and created with the Sunday Morning Program 
groups.  We agreed that the Christmas Eve Pageant ‘A call 
through time’ was very successful and relaxed with friendships 
developing and the children having a wonderful time.  Caitlin, 
Rachel and Saide were all thanked in the final rehearsals for 
their work and we also acknowledged the contributions of the 
whole production team.  We also acknowledged the fabulous 
stage setting designed by Wayne Matthews and built by him 
with a team of helpers.  Using the Advent Sculpture for the 
Christmas services added a lovely feel and focus and we noted a 
higher than usual attendance at the Christmas Day service.  We 
appreciated the preaching of Graeme Garrett, Andy Calder and 
Sunny Chen during January.  Ian returned for two big services 
- 29th January with the Commissioning of Peter Blair as our 
Olive Way Co-ordinator and blessing of the 2017 Ministry Team 
followed by 5th February with the Commissioning and Blessing 
of the Sunday Morning Program for a new year.

We noted that Ian’s joy of ‘Christmas Day on a Sunday’ in 
2016 will this year be followed by a much more challenging 
series of dates with Advent 4 coinciding with ‘Christmas Eve 
on a Sunday’.  This has particular implications for the pageant 
and we are considering the option of holding the pageant on 
Saturday 23rd December.  Still some thinking to be done on that 
possibility.

Guidelines for liturgists and leaders of children’s time have been 
updated and are still under review.  They will be made available 
soon.  

We are looking forward to being involved in the UCA 40th 
Anniversary Songfest with Wesley UCA.  A planning group will 
meet on 22nd March to work out how to make this event as 
celebratory and worshipful as possible.  Save the date - 25th 
June.

We gladly received the gift of a piano from Evan & Peter, friends 
of Natalie & Shawn.  The piano is likely to find a home in the 
Youth Hall and we are very excited about the potential for music 
making in the Sunday Morning Program as well as it being a 
functional option for rehearsals when the church is in use.

We are going to begin a conversation in response to the request 
to explore changing the time of worship.  We plan for this to 
be a process of careful and respectful consultation that will 
take some time before being brought to the congregation for 
consideration.
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We are looking forward to the construction of a new shed in 
which we can store some of our worship resources, especially 
our new stage pieces, and so declutter the hall, worship space 
and storeroom.

Natalie is working on ways to support younger musicians to 
participate in worship and she is also going to reinvigorate the 
BUC song book project.  There is a possibility that we can make 
our songs available through the CTM via our new website.  

Natalie’s Lectionary Singer website is undergoing a major 
revamp and we’re looking forward to new features and a fresh 
presentation of her amazing gift to our congregation and the 
thousands of congregation around the world making use of her 
song suggestions every Sunday.

The calendar is wonderfully full with lots of lovely events 
occurring. The Lent planning team has already met.  In 
March we’ll be planning for Holy Week and helping the camp 
committee to develop a theme. Please keep your eye on the 
calendar.  

29/1, Epiphany 4 Micah 6:1-8, Matthew 5:1-12 The Ministry Team shared the liturgy for this 
service and later Peter Blair was commissioned and the whole ministry team blessed.   
See News, p 12. 

Ian discussed the Beatitudes with the children 
telling them that it is a list of people who are 
blessed but blessed in a way that doesn’t 
make sense.  Ian said that Jesus turns our 
world upside down and says that the people 

whom the world says are not lucky are blessed because they are close to God, 
nothing gets in the way of their relationship with God.  Then he read the list 
and invited everyone to give the blessed people an ‘Aussie two thumbs up’.

‘How shall we live? is the question from the Scriptures today said Ian to begin his sermon.  
Explaining that there are two groups of people in the world – list makers and those who don’t 
make lists – he told us ‘today each of the three Bible readings contains a list. … that say ‘This 
is how you shall live.’  He explained that he was going to ‘touch briefly on each of these three 
lists to hear the quality of the challenge in them.’  To help avoid the ‘Santa list’ mentality Ian 
reminded us of ‘the whole grace thing … the foundation of our faith and that it is in response to 
this overwhelming love that the question ‘How shall I live?’ arises.  

The first list from the prophet Isaiah reminds that we are to live with justice, loving kindness and humility, a list which Ian said 
‘doesn’t even have to be interpreted across the ancient gulf ’.  

The focus of Psalm 15, Ian said, is a much longer list which responds to the question ‘O God who may dwell in your tent? … Who 
lives with God’, reminding us again that we all do by grace. 

Turning our attention to the third list – the Beatitudes – he spoke of Deitrich Bonhoeffer of his life and ministry and concluded quoting 
from his writing ‘having reached the end of the Beatitudes we naturally ask if there is any place on this earth for the community which 
they describe?  Clearly there is one place and only one place and that is where the poorest, meekest and sorely tried of all people is to 
be found – on the Cross at Golgotha.  The community of the Beatitudes is the community of the crucified with him.  It has lost all and 
with him it has found all.  From the Cross there comes the call ‘Blessed, blessed’.’   Friends how shall we live? Amen

5/2 Epiphany 5 Isaiah 58:1-9a, Matthew 5:11-16 On the first Sunday of the month the children take an active role in leading 
worship, lighting the Christ candle, offering Bible readings, leading prayers of the people and participating in setting the table and 
collecting the glasses for Holy Communion.  On this particular Sunday children starting in the Sunday Morning program or moving to 
a new group received a book and the whole SMP team were commissioned and blessed.  See CY&YA news, p5.  

Ian spoke with the children about Jesus telling us to be light in the world and not to cover our light.  Ian taught us gestures that we 
used as we sing ‘This little light of mine’ and which we also used in the commissioning service.
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Ian began his sermon saying ‘Let’s reflect together particularly about Jesus’ sayings about salt. 
… You are the salt of the earth.’  He went on to describe the process for making salt according 
to instructables.com and commented that he likes the idea of salt makers being stirrers, 
drawing our attention to ‘God the stirrer who stirs up the world, disturbing to bring forth from it 
the flavour of new life and hope, the flavour of the kingdom.  He shared a story of visiting the 
salt makers in West Timor offering us a photo which he put before us as an image of God the 
salt maker who identifies with the poor of the world and stirs things up from there.  You are the 
salt of the earth says Jesus, the flavour of new life and hope, brought forth by the stirrer God 
with the transformational spirit fire of justice and peace.  Commenting that not all salt is made by literal stirring he went on to share 
Gandhi’s story and his Salt Satyagrhaha (Truth Force or Love Force) which shook the foundations of the British Empire through non 
violent civil disobedience.  Commenting again on Jesus’ saying ‘you are the salt of the earth’ Ian said that it’s not something that any 
one of us can do alone.  And even together how much can we really achieve?’.   Ian reflected on the Christian church’s collusion with 
Empire and wondered how much do we really want to be associated with that church?  He offered a quote from Waleed Ali’s pre-
Christmas article that reflects on this issue and commented on the alienation from the church that he feels as a progressive Christian 
but affirmed I have also tasted the church’s saltiness, its life giving power, its movement towards peace and freedom, its hope in the 
face of suffering and despair.  He reminded us of Jesus telling us to stay salty and, speaking of people who are reviled for publicly 
proclaiming their faith, concluded asking ‘How is my life and my church present to the world as salt of the earth?’

12/2 Epiphany 6 Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Matthew 5:21-37 Ian and Julie invited 
two children to climb the chair mountains carrying mountain climbing gear representing 
the two mountain climbers in the New & Old Testament stories - Moses who received 
10 Commandments and Jesus who gave the sermon on the mount to teach the people 
about the commandments which can all be summed up in love - love God, love your 
neighbour as yourself.  Julie and Ian said that we need to ‘Tune In’ to God’s love in our 
ordinary lives where whatever we do needs to lead to God’s love.

What do with difficult teaching like these? Ian asked in relation to the teachings in 
Deuteronomy.  He began by giving us the context of the reading and reminded us that 
the whole Bible is about God’s faithful love for Gods people and through them the whole world and the people’s various successes 
and their many failures at being lovingly faithful and obedient to God in response.  He commented that the reading we heard is 
Moses’ climatic finish … So choose now says Moses.  Choose life.  Ian explored the challenges of obedience.  He spoke of George 
Michael’s life and death, sharing a 62 second clip of him singing ‘Wake me up before you go, go’ and commented on the Biblical 
resonances he saw in his story.  He also shared a related story about Katharine Hamnett and the way in which choosing life shaped 
her business practices. Ian said that for her ‘choose life’ embodies an all encompassing statement about ideal behaviour.

Returning to Moses in Deuteronomy Ian wondered which God we are asked to love and obey and reminded us of Jesus’ teachings 
about the God who has chosen us, the source of life, hope, healing, reconciliation, peace, 
saving transformation and renewal.  The God whom we have chosen to respond to in faith and 
love and perhaps obedience …’

Speaking further on George Michael’s life, his struggles, his personal and political choices, Ian 
commented that there are many things that are out of control, beyond our choice but that the 
faithful keep choosing and rechoosing, keep choosing otherwise and then choosing again.

Concluding Ian reminded us of Jesus words in John 15:16 You did not choose me but I chose you.  So what choice do we have as 
people of faith? The choice that we have  is to respond with love to the one who first loves us.  To live loving listening lives, listening 
for the voice of God.  So do it friends, again and again today and tomorrow.  Every day is a new beginning.  Chose life.  Amen’

19/2 Epiphany 7 Matthew 5:38-48 During worship we joyfully celebrated the baptims of Shahrzad Ghale & Mohsen 
Hashemnejadm and their daughter Shaylin Hashemnejad, Sonia & Ali Toufannejad and their son Ilya and Artin Talebi, son of Ali and 
Sahar and the confirmations of Ali & Sahar Talebi.  See page 13 for the story and photos.

“Will you seek Christ in all people and love your neighbour as yourself?’ Ian quoted from the baptismal questions to begin his sermon 
on 19th February and asked us if we are happy to reaffirm that commitment.  Before seeking that commitment Ian explored what 
it means to love our neighbours.  He said that Jesus expects more of us than loving those closest to us and reminded us of Jesus’ 
story of the Good Samaritan, the ‘touchstone interpretation’ of whom we are called to love as neighbours.  So who is my neighbour?  
According to Jesus the neighbour who I must love like my own life is my enemy which leads me to my next question ‘Who is my 
enemy?’  Ian commented that this is not an easy question to answer and went on to share the stories of Eric Lomax and Takashi 
Nagase meeting years after World War 2, of political enemies Gough Whitlam and Malcolm Fraser becoming friends and of Mike 
Haines brother of David Haines who was beheaded by ISIS, choosing not to hate.  Returning to the Gospel he reminded us that

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIgZ7gMze7A
http://www.historyvshollywood.com/video/eric-lomax-takashi-nagase-meeting/
http://www.historyvshollywood.com/video/eric-lomax-takashi-nagase-meeting/
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Property Committee
The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:
• Finalising the church roof project; final synod report has 

been submitted.
• Obtained a quote to have the faulty down light dimmer 

replaced as required. The work is not urgent and is to be 
scheduled as a planned item in 2017.  Operational dimmer 
is currently set up to operate both sets of lights. To be 
actioned at a later date.

• Finalised the insurance claim associated with the break-in, 
received payment from Synod.

• Locking arrangements for the gates on the youth hall front 
yard. Self-closing arrangements can’t be installed; “Please 
Close the Gate” signs have been installed.

• The contract has been signed with Fresh Start Asset 
Services, Lentara’s cleaning social enterprise business, for 
the cleaning of the church property.

• Hall kitchen oven has been repaired, a number of faulty 
components existed, including the display.

• Down lights in the church have been replaced, 2 were 
replaced, 1 wasn’t able to be removed.

• Chain on the hall door has been replaced with steel wire.

Jesus had enemies and that his life and death struggle with the powers of evil ultimately led to his death.  He wondered about our 
own struggles against the powers of evil in our world and the difficulties we face in loving our enemies.  Concluding he said ‘This 
teaching by Christ from the sermon on the mount, offers a vision of the reign of God, the new creation of universal love, this is how it 
will be in that time at that place when the kingdom is fulfilled.  Perhaps today it is beyond our grasp, but through baptism we take that 
vision as our reason for living and we do it together so that if I am not able perhaps together we might.’  He invited us then to reaffirm 
our commitment ‘to this aspect of God’s world transforming love in Christ:  Brothers and sisters will you seek Christ in all people and 
love your neighbour as yourself?’ To which we responded ‘With God’s help, we will’.

26/2 Transfiguration Exodus 24:12-18; Matthew 17:1-9 With the children we 
learnt the song ‘Receive the light of Christ’ which was also sung later in the service 
for the Commissioning of Elders, see page 14.  Daniel and Ian had fun telling the 
story of the Transfiguration of Jesus resulting in Ian being dressed in white with his 
face ablaze with light.  Daniel said this event helped the disciples to understand the 
special relationship between God and Jesus.

Ian invited us to reflect on the strange story of the Transfiguration.  Then Jesus came 
and touched them saying ‘Get up and do not be afraid’ and when the looked up they 
saw no-one except Jesus himself alone.  He said that he wanted to meditate on the touch 
and to do this began by showing a photo of a family touching through the fence in Friendship 
Park California and asked if we could see God there commenting that today is all about 
touching and seeing, seeing God in human touch. He spoke of Moses and Elijah’s presence 
on the mountain top with Jesus and wondered if their presence is intended to draw our 
attention to the rejection and hostility that they experienced following their own mountain top 
encounters with God as reminders of the place of separation and rejection in the life of God.  
Ian reminded us of the sequence of events surrounding the Transfiguration story and said that’s why here in the Christian church we 
celebrate mountain top visions and experiences of God we also put this symbol of torture, suffering and rejection – the Cross.  We put 
the cross here and we dare to say ‘Look, here is God’.  He returned then to the story of Eric Lomax and Takashi Nagase focusing on 
the human touch of repentance, grace, forgiveness and love when Eric speaks of his broken bones and Takashi says ‘I remember’ and 
asked us ‘can you see here something as awesome as the mountain top radiance of the divine?’.  Concluding he shared the story of 
John Fanestil celebrating Holy Communion across the border at Friendship Park and said ‘See through simple human gentle touch the 
radiant love of God crosses the barriers we make between people entering into the places from which it seems most absent.  Thanks 
be to Christ, Christ of the mountain, Christ of the Cross, Christ of the human touch.  Amen. 
                        Saide Cameron

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:
• Assess rising damp damage at a number of locations, 

including at the apse inside the church.  Remove Bubbles 
and repaint.

• Re-measure the moisture in the soil under the church.
• Determine action to be taken in relation to the church spire.  

Awaiting a quote to paint the spire. 

• David Stephen and Nick Burnham have developed a 
proposal for the lighting arrangements for the tower room to 
complement the displays.  The proposal has been approved 
by church council.

• Finalise the church roof project; sell slate tiles. 
• Repair the heater on the south wall in the west end of the 

hall.  Initially the gas is ignited, however it won’t maintain 
the gas flow.

https://mobile.nytimes.com/2008/10/22/us/22border.html
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

March 1 Ian Ferguson, 7:30 pm
Ash Wednesday

March 26 Ian Ferguson
Lent 4

April 14 Ian Ferguson, 9:30 am
Good Friday

March 5 Ian Ferguson 
Lent 1, Holy Communion

April 2 Ian Ferguson 
Lent 5

April 16 Ian Ferguson, 7:00 am
Dawn Service

March 12 Ian Ferguson 
Lent 2

April 9 Ian Ferguson
Palm Sunday

April 16 Ian Ferguson, 9:30 am
Easter Day, Holy Communion

March 19 Kirsten Parris
Lent 3

April 13 Ian Ferguson, 7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday

April 23 Rose Broadstock
Easter 2

Lent
A season of preparation and discipline that begins with Ash Wednesday and concludes at sundown 
on Holy Saturday.  During the forty weekdays and six Sundays in Lent, the Church remembers the 
life and ministry of Jesus and renews its commitment to him in Christian discipleship. 

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
1/3 Ash Wednesday Jl 2:1-2, 12-17   Ps 51:1-7   2 Cor 5:20b-6:10  Mt 6:1-6,16-21  P
    or Is 58:1-12             
5/3 Lent 1 Gn 2:15-17, 3:1-7  Ps 32   Rom 5:12-19  Mt 4:1-11  P
12/3 Lent 2 Gn 12:1-4a  Ps 121   Rom 4:1-5, 13-17  Jn 3:1-17   P
19/3 Lent 3 Ex 17:1-7   Ps 95   Rom 5:1-11  Jn 4:5-41   P
25/3 Annunciation Is 7:10-14    Ps 45 or 40:5-10  Heb 10:4-10  Lk 1:26-38  W
26/3 Lent 4 1 Sm 16:1-13   Ps 23    Eph 5:8-14   Jn 9:1-41   P
2/4 Lent 5  Ez 37:1-14  Ps 130   Rom 8:6-11  Jn 11:1-45  P
9/4 Palm Sunday  Mt 21:1-11  Ps 118:1-2,19-29        P
13/4 Maundy Thursday Ex 12:1-4, (5-10)11-14 Ps 116:1-2,12-19  1 Cor 11:23-26  Jn 13:1-17, 31b-35  P
14/4 Good Friday  Is 52:13-53:12   Ps 22   Heb 10:16-25  Jn 18:1-19:42  W
        or Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9       

Easter - The great fifty days of Easter includes eight Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil 
and concluding on the Day of Pentecost.  The season celebrates the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
16/4 Easter Day  Acts 10:34-43  Ps 118:1-2,14-24  Col 3:1-4   Jn 20:1-18  W
  or Jer 31:1-6     or Acts 10:34-43  or Mt 28:1-10     
23/4 Easter 2  Acts 2:14a,22-32  Ps16   1 Pt1:3-9   Jn 20:19-31  W
30/4 Easter 3   Acts 2:14a, 22-32   Ps 16    1 Pt 1:3-9   Jn 20:19-31   W

• City Council will not provide cigarette bins for the front 
of the church near the indigenous recognition sculpture 
garden.  Signs have been prepared and to be mounted near 
the Olive Way, Hall and Youth Hall doors. 

• A community garden is to commence on the church’s 
property.

• Olive Way automatic door to be repaired. 

• The shed in front of the youth hall will be replaced with a 
new shed on a concrete slab to house the rostra’s (stage 
platforms utilised for the pageant) that Wayne Matthew 
(and others) has built.  Awaiting quotes due to the non 
standard shed dimensions.

• Synod Annual Child Safety Check to be assessed and 
actions taken to conform.  
              Ray Cameron



March Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Lent 1 March 5 

9:30 – Ian Ferguson  HC AA 
Student House Blessing 

12:00 – Sydney Rd.  
Street Party 

 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:00 – Mulling  

 8 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
 
7:30 – Spiritual Survival #1 

 9 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY  

 11 
 
 
 
2:30 – Community Team 
 
 

Lent 2 12 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

Baptism 
11:30 – Olive Way SG 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 14 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 15 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
5:30 – Meditation  
6:00 – Nourish  
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 16 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
6:30 – JAM  

 17 
 

 
 
 
  

 18 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 

Lent 3 19 
9:30 – Kirsten Parris 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 21 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 22 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
5:30 – Meditation  
 
7:30 – Book Group 

 23 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 

 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY 

 25 
 
 
 
 

Lent 4 26 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

Welcoming Ceremony 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 28 
9:30 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 29 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
5:30 – Meditation  
6:00 – Nourish  
7:30 – Pastoral Care C’tee 

 30 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 31 
 
 
 
 
 

April 1 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 
 

Lent 5 2 
9:30 –Ian Ferguson   HC AA 

 
 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 5 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
5:30 – Meditation  
 
 

 6 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
  

 8 
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