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June 2017 Brunswick Uniting Church Congregation  Worship - 9:30 am

> Meditation

At camp last weekend, Julie Perrin said something that really 
struck me: “It’s all gift.”

A group of us had just spent an hour or so discussing the 
key themes from the Mission Planning Report: Intentionality, 
Deepening Relationships, Growth, Deepening Faith & Spirituality, 
Mission Shaped Church, and Celebration. We were each sharing 
a take-away idea from the conversations – how we might reflect 
one or more of these themes in our own lives as part of BUC. 

Part of her point was to say it’s not all about doing more, getting 
better, achieving things. Everything we do and share together 
comes as a gift from God. Let’s allow ourselves to fully celebrate 
that, without feeling a need to “improve”. 

Remember Yoda’s saying “Do or do not; there is no try”? Maybe 
instead we could say: “there is no try, just receive” – receive 
with gratitude the grace that is given to us. 

A second thought from Julie’s comment, and from Ian’s recent 
sermons: from gratitude for the gift received, comes our 
generosity to give to others. So now we might say: “Receive 
and give; there is no try.”

Like many, I was really struck by Ian’s sermon about generosity 
on 21st May. I related to his account of moving from confusion 
about giving to individual people who ask for money, to giving 
(instead) to many through the missional work of the church and 
of other organisations, to a point of wondering: what happened 
to my spirit of generosity towards individual people in need? 
Who am I to judge who is “deserving”? Why do I only give to 
“causes” and not to people?

I now think there’s something important about giving that 
comes out of relationships, as opposed to giving to causes or 
to strangers. Looking through my mail tonight, there are four 
different appeal letters, all of them worthy. How do I decide 
what to support? Shane Claiborne’s book The Irresistable 
Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical (highly recommended!) 
got me thinking about sharing relationally: with the people I 
know, and with the people they know, and so on. It’s not about 
sharing only with “my people”, or “charity starts [and finishes] at 
home”, but reconnecting as people, through people.

The members of the early church, which we read about in Acts 
2 last Sunday, shared everything they had – with each other, and 
with those in need. The church today doesn’t ask that we share 
everything we have, but it still shares what we choose to give. 
And it shares that money with poorer parts of the church as well 
as with the wider community. We share locally (through BUC), 
regionally (through the VicTas Synod and agencies), nationally 
and internationally (through UnitingWorld and ecumenical 
partnerships like Act4Peace). 

When I give (share) money through the church, I do somehow 
feel more connected. I also draw on other kinds of connections, 
and sometimes give to organisations that support friends of 
mine (among many other people in the community), or to 
organisations that friends of mine are working for.

Each week at church, we share in the “prayers of the people” 
(for the needs of the world, the church and our own community), 
and we make our offering (through BUC, but also remembering 
other ways that we give). These days, I try to think about 
particular people I know, and the people they know (and so on) 
who might need these prayers and this money. Are there other 
needs that I could be responding to, if only I paid more attention 
to the relationships – and networks of relationships – that I 
have? 

But the flip side, of course, is that relational giving goes both 
ways. Is there something I need, something I could ask, from 
those who love and care for me? Am I open to receiving, 
graciously, what others can offer me – even if this means 
admitting vulnerability? Might this include, as Ian alluded to in 

his 21st May sermon and the song 
afterward, accepting some harsh 
words about my own privilege or 
complicity in sinful systems? That’s 
starting to sound a lot harder.

So I’ll try to remember: it’s all gift.

Shawn Whelan, Chair Church Council 
& member of the  

Mission Planning Team

It’s all a gift
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> Index

> Worship Calendar

Contact person
If any member of the congregation – child or adult - has concerns about the safety of our children, particularly in relation to child 
sexual abuse, or the welfare of vulnerable adults, it is important that you report this in confidence so that support can be provided. 
You may speak to Helen Rowe in confidence about your concern. Helen is the Safe Church Contact Person appointed by Church 
Council.  Brunswick Uniting Church has a process for following up any concerns raised. Follow this link to the flow chart for reporting 
and responding.     Please contact Helen in person or by telephone at 0423 009 813

> Culture of Safety

Pentecost Sunday
We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit on Sunday 4th June.  
We celebrate Holy Communion and also the final Sunday in the 
Mission appeal series as a Pledge Day.

Trinity Sunday
We welcome Graeme Garrett as our preacher on Sunday 11th 
June while Ian is away at a conference. 

Commissioning
During worship on Sunday 18th June Behzad Farhangi will be 
comissioned as a co-opted member of the Church Council and 
we will also farewell Beth Davey from the Student House.

UCA Anniversary & Website Launch 
On Sunday 25th June we will reflect in prayer on the first 40 
years of the Uniting Church in Australia formed out of the shared 
vision of three denominations - Presbyterian, Methodist and 
Congregationalist.  

We will also launch our new website during worship.  After 
many more months than anticipated the website redevelopment 
team (Saide Cameron, Shawn Whelan and Ian Ferguson) are 
looking forward to introducing our new website.  

Uniting in Song
This year the UCA will celebrate her 40th Anniversary on 22nd 
June.  As part of the celebration BUC and Wesley, Lonsdale 
St. are joining our 
creative forces to 
host a wonderful 
musical celebration.  
Save the date 
- Sunday 25th 
June, 2-5pm at 
Wesley.  More 
details here.

Reflective Service
On the fifth Sunday of the month - 30th July we will offer 
a reflective quieter service in the morning.  Please note that 
morning tea will not be offered after this service as look forward 
to the wonderful hospitality of the BIUC congregation.

Combined worship
Later in the afternoon we will gather with the Brunswick 
Indonesian congregation to worship at 5pm and share in their 
weekly abundant evening meal.  

1. Meditation

2. Worship calendar, Culture of Safety

3. Sharing our Faith - Camp

4. Sharing our Faith - Camp

5. ASWC News

6. ASWC News

7. JAM News - Stop Adani

8. JAM News - BUC Arts

9. JAM News - Olive Arts, FUNdraising

10. JAM News - Olive Way, Committee

11. CY&YA News

12. Student House Faith Spot, Special 
Events

13. Pastoral Care News

14. News

15. Regular Events, Happy Birthday

16. Reports:  Finance, D&E

17. Reports:  Presbytery

18. Reports:  Worship

19. Reports:  Worship  

20. Reports:  Worship, Property

21. Reports: Property 
Preaching Plan, Lectionary

22. Diary

mailto:http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/Uniting%2520in%2520Song%2520Poster%25203%2520R.pdf?subject=
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> Sharing our Faith
Church Camp

Once again a wonderful weekend, 26th-28th May, was 
enjoyed by up to 80 people at the welcoming campsite 
at Adekate.  People started arriving on Friday evening and 
continued to do so throughout Saturday.  

Ian’s opening workshop was both fun and informative as 
we explored the theme ‘This is community’ in response 
to Acts 2:42-47.  A bush walk led by Nicole together with 
preparations for the All Ages Netball matches filled in 
the time until lunch.  Lunch was stunningly delicious with 
three soups made by Alistair and the surprise addition of a 
delicious Persian noodle soup ‘Asheh’ made by Sahar and 
Shahrzad.

Activities during the afternoon included All Ages Netball, 
Archery, discussions about the themes from the Mission 
Planning Report, Werewolves and Concert preparation.  
Dinner was the now traditional camp meal of pasta bake, 
sticky date pudding and apple crumble, prepared by 
Saide & Ray.  A tossed salad for the former and custard 
and icecream for the latter made everything even more 
delicious.

The concert included a wide range of items - skits, songs, 
dance, magic tricks, a knot trick and story telling - all 
accompanied by lots of laughter.  Singing and games filled 
out the rest of the evening and into the small hours of the 
morning.

Worship was prepared in groups - opening & blessing, 
telling the story, holy communion & prayers of the people 
- and, as always, saw people of all ages participating and 
leading worship.

We concluded the camp with a sausage sizzle, tasty baked 
potatoes, amazing salads prepared by Alistair and the all 
important auction to share the abundant leftovers from the 
weekend.

Shawn rounded off the camp acknowledging and thanking 
everyone who had contributed - the committee (Daniel 
Whelan, Anthony Hinds, Rachel Beagley), Ian for the 
workshop & discussion group, Glenice (for organizing all 
the food and all the many other tasks she took care of), 
those who prepared the meals, activity organizers, Alistair 
for MCing the concert and running the auction.

Read on for comments from campers and concert photos ... 
                   Saide Cameron
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James - “Church camp was a wonderful 
opportunity to share a weekend of communion 
with our church family, as well as a good break 
from work, study, etc. Not to mention amazing 
food and top-quality entertainment!”

Ruth S - Kids (on the way home from camp). 
‘Can we make sure we go on church camp 
again?’
What was the best bit about camp?  
The bush walk? YES!
The concert?  YES!
Getting to make new friends?  YES!
‘EVERYTHING! ‘

Anthony - ‘Such a great opportunity to spend 
time talking with, and getting to know, other 
BUC community members - Sunday mornings 
are always so rushed. I made some lovely 
connections this year!’

Nicole L - Camp gave me a chance to meet 
different people and learn more about each 
other.  We also escaped technology for a 
while.

Daniel B - I always leave at the end of 
Church Camp with a full heart. I made 
new connections with some, and deeper 
connections with others, as we laughed, 
talked, played and shared in God’s community. As usual, the concert was magical, the 
board games were mind-boggling, the campsite was stunning and the late-night singing 
was flaming. Looking forward to next year.

Ruth T - Camp is a good way to build connections in the church community. It was great 
having the time to have real conversations with people rather than just quick chats over 
morning tea. 

Felix - Shooting arrows is the best thing

Mick - Camp was fun - a great place with great people. Thanks to all the organisers and 
contributors. 

Sharmila - A fun weekend away with BUC - our first church camp! - exploring the theme: 
“this is community”. Lush bushland surroundings at Adekate forest retreat. Terrific bush 
walk & hilarious inter-generational netball games. Girls had fun and made new friends as 
did we!  Camp was a wonderful opportunity to relax and get to know new friends. Having 
time together was such a luxury.  Thanks to those who planned and made it happen. 

Divy & Ashlyn “BUC camp was a fun place to be. The community was friendly and the acts, skits and plays were really funny”

Hoth - There were lots of fun things for the kids to do and there was lots of tasty food to eat! I enjoyed playing netball”.

Fiona M - The shared camp experiences will bring us closer together at worship on Sunday.

Other comments not attributed

Mum, we can’t not go. Came on Saturday for the day as their compromise.

Have heard about BUC camps and never got here but so glad we finally have.

As we were leaving ‘See you next year’.
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> Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre News
The Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre is a community centre that offers a safe and welcoming space for people seeking asylum in 
Melbourne and provides a broad range of programs to meet the needs of the clients.  

Brunswick UC provides the space, pays the utilities and FUNdraises for identified projects each year.  However the relationship 
between the ASWC and BUC is about much more than this.  We value the relationships that are formed with staff and clients.  We 
work together and as Zoe recently observed ‘people on the block have each other’s backs’.

Zoe Clark concluded her work with the ASWC at the start of 
May.  We had a lovely farewell chat in her cozy office and both 
became a little teary along the way.  Here’s just part of Zoe’s 
story.

Zoe started as a volunteer in August 2011.  She was coming to 
the end of her degree in International studies and was feeling 
a bit lonely amidst the rigours of academic writing and wanted 
to get involved in something that was local and focussed on 
people.  The thing that most appealed to her was the size of 
the centre, the feeling of intimacy that it offered.  She took up 
a short term contract in July 2012 (with the encouragement of 
then co-ordinator Ann Feeley) and became ongoing, stepping 
through various roles including managing the Saturday program 
to her work since 2013 as the Volunteer Co-ordinator.

Zoe has particularly enjoyed this latter role and commented ‘It 
has been phenomenal, to be able to meet so many people who 
want to give their time has been amazing.’  Other aspects of 
working at the ASWC that she has enjoyed include the diverse 
nature of the work, the freedom within that, the opportunity to 
meet so many people from all walks of life, people that attend 
the centre, the volunteers, members of the church, locals 
dropping in.

Highlights include seeing volunteers remaining committed 
and enthusiastic after years of involvement and seeing people 
getting on with their lives, families growing, babies being born, 
children going to school, all despite the incredible hardship of 
the wait for visa applications to be processed.  And the hardest 
thing is knowing that in terms of policy we, as a country, have 
gone backwards, that the welcome we offer is not the welcome 
offered by our government and nation.  Zoe said that she has 
disengaged from the politics and focuses her energy on the work 
of the centre and her role in that.

Zoe captured the essence of the welcome offered by the 
ASWC with these words ‘I haven’t done much more than just 
be here, treating people like people, with love and respect, 
bearing witness to the fact that there are terrible things that have 
happened to people that we can’t do much about but we can 
provide this safe place of welcome.  It sounds really simple but 
it’s actually really intentional and complex and requires a great 
amount of thought and energy.  It’s actually quite rare and the 
fact that BUC has a commitment to using this space in this way is 
really cool’.

When we talked about the decision to leave and what’s next 
she said ‘There’s never a good time to leave this place … you 
leave knowing that people are still waiting.’.  Zoe wanted to 
leave still loving the work and feeling sad about leaving.  Zoe 
is taking a break to travel, conclude her Visual Arts course and 
work out what’s next.  She hopes to land back in community 
development or something to do with volunteer co-ordination.  
Although she didn’t study community development she said 
she’s learnt it all as part of the job – seeing it in action on this 
site including through the Olive Way and the church.

We spoke about our Lenten Welcome Banner and I commented 
that I felt the welcome that she and the ASWC offered to their 
clients was shaped by ‘love, compassion and openness’.  Zoe 
agreed and said that she had also received these things, that 
it’s been a nurturing place to work and to grow up in after 
her studies and commented ‘I know that I probably won’t find 
another place like it, which is why I’m going to take a little break.’

In preparing to leave she has been encouraging other staff to 
keep up good relationships and has made a list of BUC and Olive 
Way people to connect with.  She also wanted to encourage 
us to keep on dropping in to have a chat.  Zoe said this support 
through the recent restructure was very important to her and 
affirmed her belief that ‘people on the block have each other’s 
backs’. 
         Saide Cameron

A conversation with Zoe
3rd May 2017

 http://www.lentarauc.org.au/page/59/the-asylum-seeker-welcome-centre
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Sara Lane is the Practice Leader for the Asylum Seeker 
programs with Lentara.  She is responsible for supervision of 
the community development workers that we have here at the 
Welcome Centre as well as the case workers at the Asylum 
Seeker Project which is only 10 minutes up the road.  

Sara was a social worker in community mental health before 
starting with the Asylum Seeker Project in 2011 when it was 
part of Hotham Mission.  She progressed through being a case 
worker, then senior case worker and then, following Paul’s 
departure and the restructure which resulted in the loss of Paul’s 
4 day a week co-ordinator position, taking on the role of practice 
manager supervising staff on both sites.  She is seeking to build 
greater collaboration between the two programs.  

The main task of the Project is to provide housing fo the most 
vulnerable asylum seekers.  There are 20 properties dotted 
throughout Melbourne.  Each client is provided with rent free 
accommodation with utilities paid for.  They are also allocated a 
case worker who works much more intensively with them than 
other organizations within the sector.  A basic living allowance of 
$100 per person per month is also provided.  Funding is mostly 
through donations and philanthropic grants alongside a small 
amount of government funding for specific programs.

The project provides a women’s group and recently a women’s 
only English class started in the hall on Fridays run by a whole lot 
of new highly skilled volunteers many of whom are from Mums 
for Refugees.  Collaboration with an artist who recently ran a 
women’s group has seen her gaining her own funding to return 
and continue with an art workshop on Saturdays.

Sara commented that the most heart-warming and inspiring 
thing about coming to the welcome centre is the sense of 
welcome for new people from those who have been coming for 
a long time and that this welcome has been maintained even 
with staff changeovers.  Case workers now come to the centre 
more frequently and they also enjoy the balance of community 
style work with the more intensive case work.  Sara indicated 
that a lot of clients are also linked in with federally funded 

programs so they might be getting 89% of the Centrelink benefit 
and may have a case manager through the program.  However 
they come to the centre for the unique sense of welcome 
and connection, a cup of tea and to participate in the centre’s 
programs which include the provision of hot meals, English 
classes and Saturday recreation activities including a monthly 
excursion..  Workers and clients at the Welcome Centre are 
currently engaged in a co-design process and if you go in to visit 
you might still see stickers dotted around the place.  Sara said 
‘It’s a very different style of working which is nice.   When I took 
on the practice leader role I stopped working with clients directly 
so it’s lovely to have the client contact in a different kind of way.’ 

We concluded our chat commenting on the departure of Zoe 
(long-term community development worker) with Sara affirming 
that she has been a beautiful presence in the centre and that 
she will be very missed. However, Sara has since informed me 
that Anna has now commenced in the role and has already 
brought great energy and enthusiasm to the centre. Sara also 
commented that ‘it’s always exciting to have someone new, 
new energy new ideas’ and agreed that the Welcome Centre is 
a place that nurtures people in their roles.

Saide Cameron

A conversation with Sara
3rd May 2017

More farewells
Mohamed Isah, Program Manager with the Asylum Seeker Project concluded his role on 
30th May in preparation for his new position with Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand.  In 
an widely sent email advising of his resignation he commented ‘I have very much appreciated 
the support and friendship you have provided me over the years. I am forever grateful for your 
endeavours towards those seeking asylum in our community.’  

Mohamed offered an enthusiastic speech of thanks at the 2016 FUNdraising dinner for the 
Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre.  He also organized the proposal for use of the funds raised 
through the dinner.  Mohamed had been working with David Stephens on our Community 
Garden project.  The JAM committee will work with the ASWC to ensure this project continues 
to take shape.

Jeff Jones has also resigned from Lentara.  Jeff was instrumental in setting up the fundraising pages on the Lentara website and 
we have appreciated his support and assistance with the 2016&17 ASWC FUNdraising events.  
                       Saide Cameron
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> JAM News

Brunswick Uniting Church recently hosted a Stop Adani 
Community Meeting on Tuesday 23rd April. As Christians 
we believe in a caring and just society, but sadly the proposed 
Adani Charmichael coal mine in Queensland seems to represent 
everything that is uncaring and unjust in Australian society:

• A massive contribution to accelerating Climate Change
• Destruction of the Great Barrier Reef
• Trashing of the rights of the traditional owners, the Wangan 

and Jagalingou people.
• Environmental destruction of the ancestral lands of the 

Wangan and Jagalingou people.
• Massive exploitation of the waters of the Great Artesian 

Basin
• Increased frequency of natural disasters such as flood, 

drought, bushfires and cyclones
• Support for a company that has a poor track record with 

respect to human rights, social justice and the environment. 
• Proposed misuse of tax-payers money in the form of a 

concessional loan of $1 billion which could be used to 
promote renewable energy.

To help promote the event Saide managed to get a wonderful 
Real Estate board erected on Sydney Road to let people know 
where we stand, and developed Facebook links to spread 
the news. When it came to Tuesday night there was an air of 
expectation that this would be a significant event! We were 
excited to have the Deputy Mayor of Moreland, Cr Samantha 
Ratnam attend and for the Mayor to send her best wishes.

With Janet Watson-Kruse as our MC we began with the 
evening with singing (with Kate and Shawn). After a welcome 
and acknowledgement of traditional custodians of the land, 
we were given an over-view of the issues courtesy of Angela 
Merriam (Australian Religious Response to Climate Change - 
ARRCC), Cath James (UCA Synod), and a wonderful video titled 

“Guarding the Galilee” which Anthony 
and Ray obtained and displayed (Richard 
can arrange copies if you are interested).

We then spent the rest of the evening 
planning and implementing actions, 
including 

letter and card writing with Ray and Kate, 

creating an “Elevator Pitch” with Tim, 

a “Creative Ideas Group” with Gwen 

and a Non-violent Direct Action with Angela.

Stop Adani Community Meeting
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Over 80 people attended the event and many left feeling more 
informed and more energised to keep the momentum going to 
stop this project happening. Thanks to everyone who helped 
make the event happen.

We are just at the beginning of the great battle for the 
environment, justice, and indigenous rights, and against global 
warming and the massive power of corporations. But this 
event was an experience of hope and a chance to re-commit 

to further action. It would be great if each of us continued to 
share our concerns with everyone we meet by sharing the line 
“Stop Adani.... this is our line in the sand”. If you would like more 
information or would like to join more actions please refer to:

The Stop Adani website     www.stopadani.com     

Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) 
website  www.arrcc.org.au

ARRCC is planning an Interfaith Summit to be held at Box Hill on 
22nd July, as well further as Stop Adani actions. On Saturday 
10th June at 7 pm (after Havdalah) in East Kew there will be 
a film screening of two films, “Guarding the Galilee” and “The 
Man Who Planted Trees”. Cost $10. “Guarding the Galilee” is a 
powerful documentary showing why protecting the Galilee Basin 
is such an important and ethical issue.     
            Richard Arnold

BUC Arts
The Leaders’ Retreat in February 2017 
discussed many issues related to the 
mission planning process from last year. 
One of the initiatives coming forth from 
the two-day gathering is the formation of 
the new BUC Arts Committee. 

This newly formed group will have its 
governance under JAM and is the ‘home’ 
base for all the amazing ways the arts is 
expressed and embedded in the fabric 
of our worship, our faith expressions and 
community at Brunswick Uniting Church. 
It is exciting to form a committee around 
such a strong momentum and we aim 
to support and continue this flow while 
documenting and privileging its many 
forms and functions within our church.  
The committee also aims to work in 
flexible ways to support other committees 
in the arts and seek to be inclusive and 
invite members of the congregation to 
contribute and develop their interest in 
the arts. 

We had our inaugural meeting on 
Thursday 25th May in the Youth Hall. 
Keeping creativity at the centre of our 

focus, the group were firstly oriented to 
the season of autumn/winter and asked 
to create a fire from ‘found’ materials 
as an icebreaker activity. The group 
completed this in mindful silence and was 
encouraged to communicate using facial 
expressions and gestures only.  The result 
was fascinating and the group reflected 
on the process and answered two 
questions – ‘What does the Fire mean to 
you?’ and  ‘What does the Fire mean to 
our community?’

The responses drew out themes of light, 
energy, spirit, connection and unity along 
with its other qualities of devastation 
and renewal.  These themes were timely 
as we move towards the season of 
Pentecost with Leanne Salau reciting her 
moving poem about the dialectical nature 
of Fire and capturing its impact. 

I Am Fire.
Whoosh! Whoosh! 
Roaring out of control - destructive,
Devastating people’s lives, their dreams,
What they have worked hard for.
I Am Fire
Dancing, crackling, beautiful, evocative, 
mesmerising,
Warming, comforting, glowing.

I 

Am Fire
A predator and a friend,
Causing pain and delight.
I Am Fire.

We also discussed some fresh ideas 
related to an arts proposal that will be 
revealed soon and the roles that will 
enhance and support the arts in BUC and 
discovering resources by connecting us 
with the wider arts community.  Saide 
presented a booklet created specifically 
for this meeting that documents the artful 
projects from last year so seamlessly 
integrated into our worship and 
community life. Many thanks to Saide for 
this wonderful effort.  See the collection 
here.

Our meeting concluded and came full 
circle as Ian led us in a beautiful and 
prayerful dance around the fire as we 
continued to reflect on what the fire 
means to us and embodying the fire 
through movement.

Please feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions about BUC Arts or any 
ideas you wish to share with us.  
            Ann Soo

http://www.stopadani.com
http://www.arrcc.org.au
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/BUC%20Arts%20story.pdf
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Olive Arts Program
Welcome to The Olive Arts programme.

Artstop, as funded by Arts Access Victoria, are currently in 
recess till the end of August after providing workshops for 
twelve weeks since the beginning of February. Over the winter 
months, BUC Arts will be doing more than ‘holding the space’ 
by rolling out their own programme thanks to the generous 
presence and guidance of two lead artists namely, Geoff Falk 
and Phil Kreveld along with volunteers Ann Soo, Leanne Salau, 
Tim Hoffmann and Christina Berkman.   During this period, the 
art group will be known as The Olive Arts; connecting it closely 
to the rest of our BUC community.  The group is distinguished 
by its openness, strong sense of inclusion, social engagement 
and community.  We welcome everyone and anyone who is 
interested in artmaking or simply want to experiment and ‘have 
a go’ while enjoying the many benefits of immersing in the 
creation of visual art. 

Currently we are exploring artmaking options by using different 
materials and medium over the next few months.  Last week, 
Phil Kreveld demonstrated the skill of acrylic portrait painting 
paying close attention to use of colour and developing form. The 
results were amazing and others were inspired to draw each 
other using charcoal and chalk pastel with fascinating results.  
The group was well attended and enjoyed the wonderful 
hospitality of the Olive Way team. 

Most importantly, The Olive Arts reflects the mission of BUC.  
It is about welcoming and connecting people through the 
artmaking process as participants relax in an atmosphere of 
acceptance and friendship with conversations flowing and 
experiences shared. 

Please feel free to join us – every Wednesday between 10am 
and 12noon. Contact Leanne Salau and Ann Soo for more details 
and information.          Ann Soo

FUNdraising News
Check out our FUNdraising Calendar here to see the full range 
of FUNdraising activities left for the year and read on for details 
about the next two big events.

*************

In June we will be calling on everyone to be creative and 
come up with ways to invite people to share your passions or 
particular interests as a way of FUNdraising money for the UCA 
Share Winter Appeal.  

The Appeal reminds us that ‘All it takes is one crisis for your life 
to unravel’.  Find out more on the Share website here.

In addition to the after worship stall on Sunday 4th June you 
are invited to come up with an event or activity that you can 
invite people to participate in for the privilege of making tax-
deductible donation to the Share Appeal.

Here are just two ideas

• Six course international meal with mystery wine tasting  
hosted by Ray & Saide for the first six people to donate $50 
per head.

• A Surf Coast Art Trail weekend away (12-13/8) for 2-3 
people (donation to be negotiated) with Linda & Jamie.  
Pick up from your home, art mooching along the way with 
morning tea at Bowside Cafe Bellbrae, stay at Airey’s Inlet, 
worship at AI UC, more art mooching on the way home.

You can sign up to offer an idea at the worship stall or call Saide 
on 0407 096 743 to discuss your creative idea.

Coming up in term 3 is our 
Olive Way Potluck Cabaret.  
Save the date - Saturday 
29th July and start thinking 
about some sort of item 
or performance that you 
might like to contribute to 
the program.  Invitations to 
committees and groups will be 
sent out next week.

We are looking for people to 
offer to be table hosts, sound 
intriguing?  Yes well then give 
us a call or we might just 
decide to call ‘you’.

We will be hosting a ‘dessert 
bake up’ on the afternoon and welcome any offers of assistance 
with this and with setting up for the big event.

We’d love to hear from anyone who wants to help organize the 
event.  Glenice and I will be meeting this month to create a plan 
and will be ready to accept any and all offers of assistance. 

This is our big gathered community FUNdraiser for the year so 
make sure you are part of it.

Contact Saide Cameron, 0407 096 743 or Glenice Cook,  
0414 319 649          Saide Cameron

http://shareappeal.org.au/appeal/winter-appeal/
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Olive Way News
Our Olive Way program featured on the first Sunday of the Mission Appeal month.  Peter Blair, Olive Way Co-ordinator, spoke about 
what Olive Way means for him and for those who come.  He said ‘I view the heart of Olive Way as hospitality, and what comes out of 
providing a hospitable space is community’.  Referring to Acts 2:43-47 and the 
early Christian community he said ‘I’m not saying that Olive Way will be the same 
as that early Christian community, but that it will be deeply remembered by those 
who have been part of it’.  You can read Peter’s story here.

Chandra, a regular participant in the Olive Way program, shared her experiences 
at Olive Way.  Her joy and delight in what she experiences there through 
programs and encounters with individuals was vivid.  She commented ‘It’s hard 
to put into words how much Olive Way has given us and I so greatly appreciate 
every bit of what you have given me to make me a happier and a more confident 
person.’  Chandra’s beautiful and inspiring story is available here.

The Olive Way is a key ministry of our congregation and the work of many people.  In addition to offering hospitality on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursday and providing lunch on Wednesdays a number of other unique programs are offered:  Writing class on  
Tuesday, Art program on Wednesday, Drama on Thursday and piano lessons by arrangement.  We’ve also had dance classes which 
may return in the future.  There are lots of ways to contribute through being a volunteer.  Contact Peter, 0431 193 810, if you want 
to find out more or simply to offer your time.  You might like to consider getting involved behind the scenes as part of the Olive Way 
committee.  Contact Richard Arnold, 0407 796 429, to have a chat.

And coming up is our Olive Way Potluck Cabaret, our big FUNdraising event for the Olive Way. See the previous page for all the 
details.  The headline act will be provided by SROC (Sydney Rd. Opera Company), the Thursday Drama group. 
                        Saide Cameron

From the JAM committee
The Justice & Mission committee takes great delight in supporting each of the wide variety of programs and committees that speak 
of who we are as a people of God at Brunswick UC.  There is always something happening to inspire and encourage all of us to offer 
our gifts to the mission and ministry of our congregation.  We are also conscious of the many calls on people’s time and pray that 
there is always space for discernment.

The BUC Expo was an outstanding celebration of the work of our committees 
and the groups that form around particular interests.  A collection of the 
stories shared will be made available 
next month.  Many thanks to Kirsty 
Bennett for co-ordinating the expos 
over the two Sundays, 7th & 21st 
May.  We heard from 15 speakers 
about 21 different committees and 
groups and were invited to view 
displays and find out more. 

In addition to the work of the committees and programs described previously Abi and Meredith have joined the discussion about the 
Landscaping project for our green space with the CY&YA and Property committees.  Work on the Community Garden is on hold at 
the moment following the resignation of Mohamed Isah from the Asylum Seeker Project.  

In the coming months we plan to discuss 
• implementing some of the recommendations from the Leaders’ Retreat Contemplative Action discussion group, 
• exploring and reflecting on our Stewart Lodge Ministry, 
• hosting a Civil Dialogue

We take great delight in the displays set up in the Tower Room Window and the story that they tell to the passersby.  Recently 
Helen Burnham has set up displays arising from the All Age worship activities.

And finally we say thank you and farewell to David Stephens from the committee.  David has contributed creatively and generously 
to the work of our committee and we will miss his joyful presence.  We look forward to welcoming Tess Alston to the committee. 
                         Saide Cameron

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/M.A%20OW%20story%207'5'17.pdf
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/Chandra's%20story%207'5'17.pdf
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> Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministry News
All Age Worship
Helen Burnham created and lead 
this collage activity on Psalm 23 
with the assistance of Ann Soo in 
All Age Worship on 7th May.

Sunday Morning Program
In preparation for the olive pressing adventure featured 
at camp David & Meg Moorhouse invited the primary 
aged children to pick the olives from our tree and to 
enjoy an olive exploring and tasting session as part of 
the Sunday Morning program on 14th May.

Nourish
The next Nourish series will be offered on Wednesdays 7th & 21st 
June, 5th July 6:00pm at BUC.  Nourish is our occasional series of three 
evenings offering families with younger children an opportunity to share 
stories and community.

Student House and Youth Happenings
The semester’s ticking away for the Student House community, with many an 
assignment due and exams coming up, everyone’s been awful busy studying, 
working and trying to get a moment to chill with housemates and friends. 
We all got to hang out a few weeks ago, blitzing the garden beds was a lot of fun!! Check out Peter’s tea stand, with Janet, Kim 
and Colin taking a load off, and James and Shawn getting into that garden bed! Thanks everyone who came, we all had a great 
afternoon, and excellent dinner afterwards! Check out Peter, Andrew, Gio and Beth being cool on the couch.

As for the YUCY crews, the older crew have been studying away 
and we’re set to have another study session next weekend!! 
The younger crew have been having a great time – we went 
on a magic excursion to Latitude last meet up, complete with 
trampoline dodge ball, obstacle courses, some foam-pit fights, 
and lots of general bouncing fun. Thanks for the teenagers and 
parents who attended, it was such a fun night, check out some 
pics next page ...

And finally if you missed my Mission Appeal spot during worship 
on 14th May or want to read it and watch the videos again 
check them out here and here!     
              Anika Jensen

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/M.A%20YUCY&SH%20story%2014'5'17.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4m6ejnpu1vyeq3a/Sunday%202017-05-14%20video%20copy.m4v?dl=0
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> Student House Faith Spot
Beth Davey
Hi everyone! For those who haven’t seen me around church, my name’s Beth and I moved into the BUC 
student house October last year. I’m in my 4th year of a Law/ Global Studies degree at the Australian 
Catholic University in Fitzroy. I also work at the Melbourne Visitor Centre at Federation Square on 
weekends, so I haven’t been able to attend Sunday morning worship as much as I would have liked. 
I’ve nevertheless been inundated with a sense of welcome from the congregation, and it’s been such a 
blessing to live in fellowship with such wonderful young people in the student house.

It’s a requirement of my course to spend a semester abroad, and I’ve been given the opportunity to 
study in Panama next semester, where I’m hoping to improve my (fairly non-existent!) Spanish skills. I’m 
eternally grateful to BUC for the privilege of living in the student house, and to have been a witness to 
how God is at work in and through the church community.  If you ever see me around Brunswick, feel free 
to come and say hi, as I’m always up for a chat!

> Special Events

A June & July Summary
Lots happening, here’s a summary to help you keep track and 
page numbers so you know where to find the details.  Also see 
Regular Events p 15.

• Share Winter Appeal, FUNdraising stall, 4th June after 
worship, see FUNdraising News, p 9

• Nourish series, 7th, 21st June, 5th July,  
see CY&YA News, p 11

• Worldwide Knit in Public Day, 10th June, see below

• Uniting in Song, 25th June, 2-5pm,  
see Worship Calendar, p 2

• Potluck Cabaret, 29th July, 6:30 pm,  
see FUNdraising News, p 9

• Reflective Service, 9:30 am & Combined Service with BIUC, 
5pm, 30th July, see Worship calendar, p 2

World Wide Knit in Public Day
Saturday 10th June, 10am-2pm in and, weather permitting, 
out the front of the Olive Way.

Join us to knit squares for WRAP with Love and KNIT ONE GIVE 
ONE as we warm the cold of humanity with compassion and 
care.

Please volunteer to help out with providing the Devonshire 
Morning Tea or Soup for lunch. 

Please contact Ann if you can help in any of the following ways:
• setting up, packing up, 

supporting the knitters
• providing, serving, helping with 

Devonshire Tea
• providing soup, serving, helping 

with lunch
 Contact Ann Soo, 0422 842 244.

Please note that if you have received a printed copy of the Olive Branch when you find comments about reading a document 
‘here’ they can be found on our website on the stories page:  http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/aboutus/stories.php

http://www.wrapwithlove.org/
http://www.kogo.org.au
http://www.kogo.org.au
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/aboutus/stories.php
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> Pastoral Care News
This past month or so, cards have been sent on behalf of 
the congregation to Richard Collard and Wesley Triggs to 
celebrate their 90th birthdays. Cards were also sent offering our 
condolences on the death of congregational family members 
(see below). If you know of someone or a situation where a card 
would be appreciated please let us know. The next Pastoral Care 
Committee meeting will be 28th June.

Hospitality
The Hospitality team along with the whole congregation 
continued to welcome newcomers and assist them in finding 
ways of “belonging” at Brunswick Uniting Church. A new 
brochure on all the activities and groups at BUC has been 
produced by the Community team and this will be given to 
newcomers. In May the team welcomed new members to the 
Hospitality Ministry – Alyce Verheijden, Graham Lawrence and 
Michael Rigby. So with a renewed vigour the full team met in 
May for a time of reorientating ourselves with “hospitality” and 
for planning. If you are new or newish to the congregation and 
would like to talk to us, please contact Jane Allardice or Ian 
Ferguson.            Jane Allardice

Compassion
This ministry continued to offer support to people in times of 
crisis often with the simple gift of a home cooked meal as well 
as other forms of support where appropriate. Please let us know 
if this support could help you. 

A ministry of personal prayer is also offered through which 
members of the congregation, friends and family are prayed for 
on a daily basis until a request is made to be withdrawn. This 
is a personal and confidential act and we do not need to know 
why you have requested prayer if that is your wish. We believe 
that God knows the innermost workings of our hearts. If you 
wish to be included and prayed for please just telephone or 
email Glenice Cook or Ian Ferguson. Each Friday the Prayer group 
will be emailed the names of those participating. If you know of 
someone who may need prayer please feel free to ask them if 
this would be helpful and forward their name to us. If you would 
like to join this prayer ministry please contact Glenice, 0414 319 
649.

We offered our prayerful love and support to Ken Morrison on 
the death of his mother Estelle, to Annie Quail and Richard 
Moore and their family on the death of Annie’s mother Jan, to 
Meg Orton and her family on the death of her younger brother 
Jim and to Tim and Meredith Budge and their family on the 
death of Tim’s father Ken. Blessings to you all.   
              Glenice Cook

Community
The Community Team has had a busy month 
hosting a Community lunch after worship on 
30th April, sharing a BBQ and delicious salads 
with the Brunswick Indonesian congregation.  
We are looking forward to the soup & rolls 
lunch on 27th August.

We helped set up for Cafe Morning Tea for 
the Expos on 7th & 21st May.  The next Cafe Morning Tea will be held early in term 3.

The camp was our big event for the year (26th-28th May) and we are eternally grateful to the hard working committee - Shawn 
Whelan, Daniel Whelan, 
Anthony Hinds and 
Rachel Beagley.  We also 
want to acknowledge 
Glenice Cook’s 
commitment to the 
camp, most especially 
by making sure that we 
had food to eat and looking after donations from the all important end of camp auction.  The camp is the work of many people and a 
wonderful community building experience for everyone who attends.  Save the date for next year - last weekend in April.  

Triple letter dinners are coming up in September, more information about that in a month or two.

And finally we want to acknowledge the way in which FUNdraising events provide ways for people to gather as community and to 
share resources in a variety of creative and fun ways.                    Saide Cameron
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> News

So far in 2017 we’ve enjoyed the beautiful autumn weather and 
each other’s company on a tour of Narana Aboriginal Cultural 
Centre at Grovedale, at B3BBQ cafe in Brunswick, and a visit to 
the NGV for the van Gogh exhibition.   Lunch, coffee and chatting 
are always a feature of our activities.

The monthly group activities are open to anyone who has 
weekday flexibility.  We prefer public transport whenever 
possible.  

Contact Helen Rowe for further information. M. 0423 009 813

The Great Olive Pressing Adventure
Months in the organizing, this adventure came to fruition at the 
church camp.  It all began with the netting of our Olive trees and 
then much skilful and creative engineering by David Moorhouse 
and Wayne Matthews.  The olives were picked as part of the 
Sunday Morning program on 14th May and brought along to 
camp.  The end result will be our very own olive oil for blessings 
during baptism and confirmations as well as Ash Wednesday and any other appropriate occasions.  The photos tell the story best. 

Out & About
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> Regular Events

> Happy Birthday

Singing The Sacred Harp 
The Sacred Harp Singing is a group of people who meet 
to sing from a book called “The Sacred Harp”. This music 
is participatory, a cappella, loud, folk hymn singing, which 
originates from the USA. The book “The Sacred Harp” is a 
collection of shape note songs from various sources, from the 
1770’s to the present day. All singers of all abilities are welcome 
to come as often (or as infrequently) as they are able. 

The style of music sounds something like a cross between 
Eastern European and Irish folk music. For more information on 
Sacred Harp music please visit www.fasola.org 

Come along & join us on the first Sunday of every month, from 
4pm-6pm in the hall.  Contact Natalie Sims or Shawn Whelan, 
ph. 9495 6120, or email   sacred_harp@yahoo.com.au

Table Church 
We gather to share a simple meal of soup & bread and dessert 
alternating on Friday (7-8:30pm) and Sunday evenings, 
(6-7:30pm), shaped by a liturgy that invites us to reflect on the 
week that has passed and to pray for each other.  The shape of 
the evening is informal and low-stress.  

Everyone is welcome and you can come every week/fortnight 
or just as you are available. Next three dates:  4th June, 6pm, 
16th June, 7pm and 2nd July, 6pm.  If you are interested, or 
just want to know a little more, please contact Tim (0412 051 
574) or Helen (0423 009 813).

Mulling
Our next Mulling Event is coming up on Tuesday 6th June, 
7pm, at the home of Kimberly and Simone, 8/2 Cumming St.,  
West Brunswick.  Mulling is BUC’s cool group for 25-35ishes. 
Please bring a plate to share

This month is an informal get to know you gathering with a 
number of new people having joined the group recently.  For 
more details, contact Kimberly 0432 415 424.

Meditation
There are three Meditation groups available
With Richard:  Wednesday at 8am or 5:30pm  
at 29 MacFarland St.
On-line every Monday night at 9.30pm to 10.00pm
Contact Richard Arnold, 0407 796 429, for more information.

The Olive Way
Our congregation’s outreach program is open on Tuesday to 
Thursday from 10 am - 1:30 pm. Community Kitchen, Dance & 
Art programs - Wednesday, Writing Workshop - Thursday.
New volunteers are always welcome.   
Contact Peter Blair, ph. 0431 193 810.

Book Club at BUC 
7.30 – 9 pm, Wednesday 28th June 2017 
Youth Hall, Brunswick UC

Talking to my Country by Stan Grant - an 
extraordinarily powerful and personal 
meditation on race, culture and national 
identity; a book that talks to every Australian 
about their country - what it is, and what it 
could be.

Everyone welcome. Faye or Christine would be happy to talk to 
you about book club if you would like more information. 

Faye 9379 1317 faye.findlay18@gmail.com  
or Christine 9386 8919 christine@hornby.id.au 

Out and About Group
A monthly social group for older, active women and men.  We 
visit places of interest or meet up for lunch or coffee.  New 
members always welcome. See notice in the Olive Press or 
contact Helen Rowe for further information about this month’s 
activity. Ph. 0423 009 813 or email helen.rowe@rocketmail.com

Brunswick Uniting Food Co-Op
Next Food Co-op Distribution Day - Saturday 17th June from 
10 am - 12 noon.
New members welcome!   Bring your reusable glass, plastic, 
paper or cloth containers to purchase from a range of over 
60 food and cleaning products. Reasonable prices. We aim 
to reduce our ecological footprint on the Earth by distributing 
food and cleaning products free of additional packaging.  We 
meet in the Olive Way space.  Food Co-op is a ministry of our 
congregation.   
Further information from Helen Rowe, 0423 009 813  
or Meredith Budge, 0403 717 714

Dave Baker, Joel Buckley, Nick Burnham, David Calwell, Aimee Collard, Barry Cook, Brenna Ferguson, Faye Findlay, Linda Fisher,  
Clara Hall, Alistair Hunter, Colin Hunter, Brooklyn Hunter, Morgan Hunter, Digby Moore, Joshua Nankervis, Julie Perrin. Eva Rugel, 
Beth Shelton, Natalie Sims, Bruce Warrington, Shawn Whelan

mailto:helen.rowe%40rocketmail.com?subject=
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> Reports

This past couple of months has been all about the Mission 
Appeal and Mentoring young Finance Staff. 

It has been a great experience for us to be involved in the 
Mission Appeal over the last few months, providing info and 
support to the Team (Ian, Shawn, Mal), and the congregation 
for whom we answered questions, plus assisting with info 
and forms. A big thanks to Shawn for the ‘keep-it-punchy’ 
guidance on our in-Worship presentation May 21. We had 
good congregation feedback from this. Next task: adding up 
the Pledges, which have already started coming in. We are 
optimistic that the congregation will participate in funding BUC’s 
mission activities.

Mentoring Young Staff - The accounting part of Finance at 
BUC has in the last few months changed tack slightly. More of 
the week-to-week work is being done by remote, splitting the 
various book-keeping tasks between Payments and Income, and 
sharing the Treasurer tasks around. We can be less dependent 
on any one person, develop some book-keeping skills in our 
young-adult congregation and spread the ‘corporate knowledge’ 
of BUC across several people.

Austin Byard, an accountant who is a member of the Wesley 
congregation, has helped us set-up the MYOB system over 
the last two years. His part-time casual contract has finished, 
and he continues with valuable work for CAN in Carlton and 
UCA Richmond, plus some private clients. Austin’s calm 
professionalism in the 15 hours per month we had him has been 
greatly appreciated.

We now have Tabitha Robert as part-time Payments   
Book-keeper and Abi Benham-Bannon  as part-time Income 
Book-keeper.

Many will know both young women - Tabitha is a science 
undergrad in our Student House, Abi is a grad former SH 
resident and committed LMAW organiser. And that’s only a little 
about them.  

We are hoping that as these two move into the careers for 
which they have studied, and take greater leadership roles 
within UCA and the NFP sector, they can take a little “finance 
learning” with them. That’s right! Debits, credits, dealing 
calmly with creditors, chasing debts assertively, investments, 
donations, fundraising, reimbursing staff, accruals, leases, NFP 
issues, BAS and GST, reporting to committees, profit and loss, 
balance sheets: the works! We anticipate movement of young 
people through these roles over the years.

While much of our work is by remote, there has been ONCE 
in the last few months when Tabitha, Abi and I were together, 
working in the lovely sunny Youth Hall one Friday morning, when 
Saide and her camera came by...

Linda Wannan, Treasurer, 30th May

Finance Committee

Discipleship & Education Committee
Did you know that in chess, ‘check mate’ is an anglicised 
translation of the Persian words for ‘The King is dead?’ Or that 
the Islamic tradition of prayer five times a day comes from a 
negotiation between Mohammed and God through the angel 
Gabriel? No? You must have missed our celebrated trip to the 
Islamic Museum!

Following the great success of the first instalment of the 
Spiritual Survival Guide series, ‘The Powers: Respect or 
Resistance’, the second instalment took place on the 29th of 
April with a wonderful visit to the Islamic Museum of Australia.

Entitled ‘Between Faiths: Solidarity and Suffering’, we hoped 
that this visit would be an opportunity to explore a religion that 
we know so little about, express solidarity with a faith that 
suffers ongoing victimisation, stereotype and blame, and build 
personal connections with Muslim people in our community. 

The museum itself is a beautifully designed and thoughtful place. 

A trip through the space is a journey through the history and 
theology of Islam, from the five pillars, to Muslim practices of 
pilgrimage, to the status of women, to the myriad contributions 
of the Islamic world to language, art, science and culture.

Our guides were warm, welcoming and stereotype-defying, 
and our 
impressions 
of the 
museum were 
fascinating, 
challenging 
and humbling. 

If you didn’t 
make it with 
us, it is well 
worth a visit! 
       Daniel Broadstock
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Presbytery Report

On Saturday, 20th May, Jane Allardice, Ian Ferguson and I piled 
merrily into my little car and headed out to Hopper’s Crossing to 
attend Presbytery-in-Council. 

The meeting began with worship music provided by musicians 
from the St Albans congregation, who are celebrating 25 years 
of multicultural ministry in the St Albans/Caroline Springs area. 
Afterwards, we moved steadily through the regular reports. 
Richard Allen pointed out that the Administration, Property 
and Finance (APF) Committee’s report contained more detail 
than usual, because people wanted to know more about 
what committees were doing ‘behind the scenes’ between 
Presbytery-in-Council meetings. He commented that all those 
details are uplifting, because they show how much good stuff 
is happening in congregations all across the Presbytery. I agree, 
though sometimes you have to work a bit to recognise signs 
of God’s Kingdom between the dry lines of a report! Later on, 
we heard uplifting updates on missional work from the horse’s 
mouth: Chris Machar spoke about building community mission 
initiatives in Armstrong Creek, and Peter Weeks told us how his 
congregation in Craigieburn-Wallan hosts vital English classes for 
local immigrants and refugees. Peter’s church now includes an 
Assyrian Christian prayer shrine set up for the Syrian refugees, 
who love that they can learn English in a church building. 

In further reports, John Evans, our acting Presbytery Minister-
Administration, highlighted that he and the treasurer are 
reviewing the Presbytery’s finances, with help from UCA Funds 
Management, to work out how to manage our investments 
and budget to best support the work of the Presbytery. He also 
spoke about the Riddell’s Creek congregation, which has closed 
and joined with Mt Macedon. We prayed God’s blessing on 
the Mt Macedon congregation with its new members.  Adam 
McIntosh, the Presbytery Minister-Mission and Education, 
advertised a ‘Makes You Wonder’ train-the-trainers course on 
14-15 August. I raved about this course after the Presbytery 
Education Day last year (November Olive Branch) and thought it 
might be useful at BUC. Anyone interested? 

Before morning tea, Chris Barnett from CTM and Synod led 
an excellent mini-workshop on intergenerational ministry. This 
included an interactive exercise demonstrating how different 
generations are shaped to some extent by what the world was 
like when they were growing up. I was singled out first as the 
token ‘born in 80s and 90s’ member present. Asked what the 
influences on my generation were, my mind went blank and I 

said ‘Dahhhh…. I dunno’ in my most articulate manner. But it 
was very interesting to hear reflections from each generation in 
turn, rolling back through the years. It really brought home the 
fact that people in the room had actually lived through what to 
me seem like distant historical events – wars, rebellions and 
various human achievements. 

Chris said that rather than separating everyone up into distinct 
age groups, intergenerational ministry intentionally brings 
together people of different ages, and not just in an awkwardly 
polite way. It’s about building relationships of mutual respect 
and equality so that we can learn from each other and grow 
together. Chris commented that embracing ‘the other’ (in this 
case, those scary kids or those ancients who remember the 
moon landing) is a fundamental part of God’s mission. Ian, Jane 
and I agreed that the workshop really resonated with us because 
basically it comes down to… Community! And that’s a big part 
of what BUC’s all about.

Next, Presbytery considered the Western Heights congregation’s 
request for Rev Isabel Greenall’s ministry to extend beyond 10 
years. According to UCA policy, ministers can only stay up to 10 
years in each placement. One important reason for this is so that 
congregations can’t hog the particular gifts and talents of any 
minister. (Yes, that means we will have to let Ian dance away 
into a bright future one sad day.) However, the Presbytery can 
grant extensions when the circumstances warrant it. Western 
Heights argued that they needed Isobel a while longer, because 
they recently began taking their congregation in exciting but 
challenging new directions with her leadership. Presbytery voted 
to permit the extension, but warned the congregation that, as 
usual, Isabel is under no obligation to stay in Western Heights if 
she is called to another placement during the extension.

Near the end of the meeting, which was running late, Shawn 
Whelan arrived to update us about the work done so far 
regarding the recommendations of the recent Cultural Audit. 
These aim to improve Presbytery communications, policies 
and training to help Presbytery culture evolve in strong, healthy 
ways; Shawn is Chair of the Implementation Team. With 
characteristic efficient thoroughness, Shawn heroically wrested 
the meeting back on schedule to wrap up at 12.30 pm as God 
and nature intended. Huzzah! Jane, Ian and I, with Shawn as 
well, piled merrily into my tiny car and drove home.

Kate Scull
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Worship Committee
For the opening worship for our May meeting Ian read Matthew 5:38-42, the focus for worship on 21st May.  He wondered what is 
the spiritual imperative, the state of heart that we must enter into in response to Christ’s teachings about over abundant generosity.  
He invited us to reflect on and share a time when we have been open to a spirit of grace and generosity.

We welcomed Peter Middleton to the worship committee and noted, with sadness, that David Stephens has concluded his time on 
the committee.  We have appreciated his thoughtfulness and creative contributions, especially song writing for Holy Week in the last 
two years.  David has said that he’s still available for special projects and we’ll definitely be calling on him for that.

We discussed a wide range of topics including:

• the liturgist roster, noting that Anika Jensen will join the 
roster this month as a member of the congregation, not in 
relation to her ministry team role

• participation of children in worship, particularly with respect 
to Holy Communion and how we can be more effective in 
supporting the children when they help to set the table and 
collect glasses

• setting of the pre-school children’s corner for worship
• Pentecost worship and the invitation to collaborate with the 

newly formed BUC Arts committee
• Camp worship preparations and making links with the BUC 

worshipping congregation
• Ian’s long service leave (4th September to 9th October) and 

organization of the preaching plan - all looking good

• UCA 40th Anniversary, 22nd June and acknowledging this 
in worship on 25th June through prayer

• Uniting in Song celebration, 25th June at Wesley, which 
we are co-hosting; Saide and Natalie will MC with Rod 
Horsfield

• Shed for worship resources which is an ongoing 
conversation with Property Committee, soon to be resolved

• Contemplative Garden, working on a suggestion that the 
space in front of the youth hall, alongside the new shed be 
made available for contemplation

• Pre-worship meditation, Richard Arnold will offer this on 1st 
Sunday of the month, starting in July

• Worship calendar, please see page 2 for details.

30/4 Easter 3 Luke 24:13-35 For this 5th Sunday in 
April we worshipped with the Brunswick Indonesian 
UC congregation. With the children Daniel and Ian 
taught us gestures to accompany the beautiful sung 
prayer ‘Lord Jesus Christ, lover of all, trail wide the 
hem of your garment, bring healing, bring peace’.  
We then sang it in response to Ian naming countries 
where numbers of people had died in wars.  You can 
see the presentation that accompanied this prayer 

here.  Ian invited us to open our hearts and to pray for all the people affected by 
war ‘Dear God, help them find peace’.

Ian began his sermon reflecting on his response to the storytelling moment during Holy Week 
when he heard the verse in which one of the men with Jesus draws his sword and cuts off 
the ear of the High Priest’s slave and shared the questions that ran through his head.  Then 
in response to the Emmaus road reading he asked ‘How does he (Jesus) speak towards our 
tendency towards human violence?’.  He want on to share the dramatic story of Simon Bill’s 
encounter with a burglar affirming the way in which he was able to respond proportionately 
even under great duress.  He reminded us that Jesus said to the man ‘Put your sword back in 
its place’ and asked ‘Does this saying require radical pacifism of Christ’s followers?’ He shared 
another story in which John Dowling and Andrew Paine of the Catholic Worker movement 
went to Toowong Cemetery in Brisbane and removed the sword from the Cross of Sacrifice and 
reshaped into a garden hoe.  Ian said ‘Now I would describe Jim Dowling and Andrew Paine as 
radical disciples who through this symbolic protest are embodying a counter cultural interpretation 
of the Gospel command to put away the sword.’  He shared the media’s response to this act.  
Concluding he said ‘And that leads me to my final question ‘In the light of the passion of Christ 
what does constitute true blasphemy and desecration?’  Placing a sword on a cross, removing a 
sword from a cross, or drawing a sword in the first place?  Can we take any sword in a way that 
does not dishonour the one who died and yet lives to bring eternal peace?’ 

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/olivepresspdfs/Wars%202017.pptx
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2016/feb/12/i-fought-off-burglar-with-sword-experience  
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7/5 Easter 4 Psalm 23, John 10:1-10, Acts 2:42-
47 Having listened to Lucy read the gospel reading 
Ian invited the children to share stories about special 
doors, responses included departure doors, aeroplane 
doors, bedroom doors, front doors.  Ian commented 
that Jesus said ‘I am the gate’ and is calling us by name 
to abundant life through his word, his life in us.  The 
children entered ‘through the door’ to the table where 
we share our special meal ‘Holy Communion’ and where 

Jesus feeds us with everything we need.  Ian affirmed that Jesus is the door to all that we need, to the new creation.

Beginning his sermon Ian quoted ‘Jesus said that I have come that you may have life and have it abundantly.’  He then went on to 
recall confrontations between religious and political leaders in recent times saying ‘Because you see friends it is not our place to 
talk about money matters and it’s absolutely true.’  Introducing the Mission Appeal month he said ‘So lets acknowledge our feelings 
in relation to money right here up front whatever spiritual burden or joy it might place on us, let’s acknowledge those feelings.’  Ian 
acknowledged his own lack of knowledge about economics and went on to share the writings of Jonathon Cornford on the theology 
of money together with those of Philip Goodchild, a philosopher of religion who has observed that ‘money is the ultimate human 
power in the world’ and that it has ‘no power except that which we give it.’  Concluding he said that Jonathon Cornford summarises 
Christ’s teachings on how to break that power with three words: … Renunciation – saying no to money’s power over us.  Generosity 
– giving it away in the way that Christ says, giving it away with reckless abandon.  Gratitude – living thankfully the abundant life which 
Christ brings to the world, the life which money as an innocent tool might serve well.

Introducing Peter and Chandra to speak about 
the Olive Way Ian said ‘What does that monetary 
promise (that we make through our offering) look 
like when lived out here in this church?  How do we 
convert that promise into 
ministry?  Well part of it is 
converted into ministry at the 
Olive Way.  You can Peter’s 
story here and Chandra’s 

story here.  Towards the end of the service after our celebration of Holy Communion Mal, a member of the 
Finance Committee, provided us with information about the different ways of giving.  Read more here.

14/5 Easter 5 Matthew 6:24-34, Isaiah 49:8-16a Ian and Anika shared with 
the children things that they love and told them about both appearing at the recent 
Safe Church training wearing olive corduroy which they clearly love.  They wondered 
about how much we value possessions and what it means when Jesus says that 
we have to give them all away.  After a wonderful game involving moving towards 
Anika if they loved a possession and towards Ian if they loved something to do with 
the Kingdom of God which ended up with everyone in the middle Ian and Anika 
concluded that we do need things but that they are not more important than the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

Continuing from the previous week Ian reflected on 
‘renunciation – saying no to the power of money in our lives’.  He shared the practical instruction he 
received from his parents about money, in particular putting a portion of his pocket money into a jar for 
Community Aid Abroad and his gratitude for this teaching.  Drawing again on the writings of Jonathon 
Cornford Ian told us that when we give money away we break its laws, ‘we commit a heresy against it’.  
Ian affirmed that ‘giving money away is a spiritual discipline because it helps liberate our hearts from the 

tyranny of an idol’.  He reminded us of Zaccheus’ story – the gospel archetype 
of this liberation.  Ian concluded ‘Giving away money joins us into the flow of 
God’s renewing, reconciling justice making death defeating love.  And if you 
choose to exercise that spiritual freedom by giving money to God’s mission in this 
congregation some of it will flow in this direction, with the work that Anika is doing among us.’

You can read Anika’s story here and see the videos of the young people speaking.   Later in the service 
James Balsillie shared his personal perspectives on giving which you can read here along with some 
comments made by Janet Reus-Smit at a congregational meeting.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/M.A%20OW%20story%207'5'17.pdf
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/Chandra's%20story%207'5'17.pdf
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/M.A%20Methods%20for%20giving%207'5'17.pdf
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/M.A%20YUCY&SH%20story%2014'5'17.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4m6ejnpu1vyeq3a/Sunday%202017-05-14%20video%20copy.m4v?dl=0
http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/M.A%20PP%2014'5'17.pdf
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21/5 Easter 6 1 Peter 3:13-22, Matthew 5:38-42 Saide and Ian invited the children to pray 
a prayer of thanksgiving, adoration & confession and to respond singing ‘We give our thanks to 
God’.   We gave thanks to God and in return offered our minds, hands, feet and hearts to God.

Ian’s focus for this week was generosity.  Ian shared the challenge of responding to beggars 
and the difficulty of maintaining a standard response like Jesus ‘Give to everyone who begs 
from you’.  He shared the story of how he responded when living and dancing in New York ‘in 
the dim dark past’ and the struggle he experienced as a result.  Ian commented that Jonathon 
Cornford suggests that we understand this teaching in spiritual rather than literal terms.  He 
shared another story from his ministry in two previous congregations of a man who appeared regularly 
at his door and on one occasion greeted him ‘Hello God’ in a supermarket.  He wondered then about 
the nature of power, our power to say no, the world’s no to God and God’s yes to us.  He invited us 
to grapple with the dilemma of when to say yes and when to say no saying ‘I hear Christ calling us in 
that teaching to stand in that dilemma, to stand with open hearts and to struggle and that’s a painful 

place to be – the place of the Cross, that’s what 
that place is.  But that is God’s place, it’s God’s 
dilemma, it’s God’s dilemma’.  He concluded 
introducing Linda Wannan, our Treasurer who 
shared some of the ways in which the money that we give is used in the 
ministry and mission of this church.  Later in the service Shawn, Chair of 
Church Council and member of the Mission Planning Team introduced the 
pledge forms and the process for using them to respond to the Appeal.

28/5 Easter 7 John 17:1-11,18:1, Acts 2:42-47 Julie McKinnon told the children that she discovered that if she picked up 
her house and put in the middle of the church there would still be enough space to park 49 cars - it’s a great big building.  She 
shared some of the things that happen in our hall space demonstrating dancing for all the various dancing groups, inviting Ann to 
demonstrate painting , knitting and other creative pursuits, Helen to demonstrate cooking that four different groups do providing 200 
meals in the week and later singing to acknowledge all the groups that use our buildings for musical events and Kate to demonstrate 
Tai Chi.  She concluded acknowledging the BIUC and Urdu congregations that also worship in our building.  Julie reminded us that 
God says that we need to open up our buildings, share them, be creative, welcoming and giving.   

While Ian was away at camp we welcomed Sunny Chen as our preacher.  Responding to the reading from John’s gospel Sunny 
posed the question ‘What is eternal life?’ He invited us to discover how the 1st century Jewish people listened to the readings 
in John, how they perceived and understood eternal life.  He began by showing us the context, the garden to which Jesus went 
to pray and its relationship with the Garden of Eden, the tree of life and what Sunny called ‘the tree of death’.  He then explored 
crucifixion as a symbol, the cross representing the tree of death.  And then he offered us a glimpse of his first experience of eternal 
life as a young Christian living in Hong Kong.

Sunny explained that, in ancient Hebrew, life has an important secondary meaning – it literally means community and kinship, people 
united together.  Life in the Hebrew scripture actually means union, togetherness’.  Returning to the gospel reading he asked us to 
pay attention to one word ‘And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the one true God, and Jesus Christ.’  Sunny explored the 
intimacy implied by the word know.  Commenting on the meaning of the word eternal he defined eternal life – A community united 
together having unchanging union with God in Christ.

He asked us ‘Is that what you guys are experiencing in this church?’  He spoke of his contrasting experiences of congregational life 
and concluded ‘Is this a community truly a community that you can experience love support and care?  And more importantly can 
you truly be yourself without wearing a mask.  What is eternal life?  It’s not just about living forever and ever in heaven.  It is the 
relationship within in the presence of God.  Amen.’                   Saide Cameron

Property Committee
The following activities have been undertaken/completed over 
the past month:

• Assessing rising damp damage at a number of locations, 
including at the apse inside the church.  The bubbles have 
been sanded and the wall is to be repainted.

• The stone pit in front (north) of the youth hall has had its 
wooden frame removed and partially filled with sand. 

• Maintenance activities undertaken at 4 Merri Street.

• Power Point installed for the freezer in the youth hall, due to 
the current one being turned off by unknown people.

• The lighting solution has been installed in the tower room.
• A tempering valve has been installed in the youth hall to 

ensure that the hot water isn’t too hot and so avoid the 
danger of people being scalded.

• The hall dish washer has been serviced. 

• Maintenance work undertaken at the student house.

http://www.brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/resources/pdfs/M.A%20story%2021'5'17.pdf
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> Preaching Plan

> Lectionary

June 4 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost, Holy Communion

July 2 Ian Ferguson 
Pentecost  4, Holy Communion

July 30 Ian Ferguson 
Pentecost  8, Reflective service

June 11 Graeme Garret
Trinity Sunday

July 9 Ian Ferguson 
Pentecost 5

July 30 Ian Ferguson, 5:00 pm 
Pentecost 8, Combined BIUC

June 18 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 2

July 16 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 6

August 6 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 9, Holy Communion

June 25 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 3

July 23 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 7

August 13 Ian Ferguson
Pentecost 10

Easter - The great fifty days of Easter includes eight Sundays beginning with the Easter Vigil 
and concluding on the Day of Pentecost.  The season celebrates the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
4/6 Pentecost  Acts 2:1-21 or   Ps 104:24-34,35b  1 Cor 12:3b-13   Jn 20:19-23 or   R
  Num 11:24-30 34,      or Acts 2:1-21   Jn 7:37-39     

After Pentecost
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late.  In this 
period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity.  It seeks to relate its faith as a 
people of God to Christ’s mission in the world.  It commences with Trinity Sunday and concludes 
with feast of Christ the King

Date Day First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel C
11/6 Trinity  Gn 1:1 – 2:4a   Ps 8    2 Cor 13:11-13   Mt 28:16-20  W
18/6 Pentecost 2 Gn 21:8-21 or Jer 20:7-13  Ps 86: 1-10,16-17   Rom 6:1b-11   Mt 10:24-39   G
22/6 UCA Anniversary Ez 37:15-28   Ps 122    Heb 13:1-8   Jn 17:20-26   R
25/6 Pentecost 3 Gn 22:1-14   Ps 13    Rom 6:12-23   Mt 10:40-42   G
2/7 Pentecost 4  Gn 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67  Ps 45:10-17 or Song 2:8-13  Rom 7:15-25a   Mt 11:16-19, 25-30  G
9/7 Pentecost 5 Gn 25:19-34   Ps 119:105-112   Rom 8:1-11   Mt 13:1-9, 18-23   G
16/7 Pentecost 6 Gn 28:10-19a   Ps 139:1-12, 23-24  Rom 8:12-25   Mt 13:24-30, 36-43  G
23/7 Pentecost 7 Gn 29:15-28   Ps 105:1-11,   Rom 8:26-39   Mt 13:31-33, 44-52  G
30/7 Pentecost 8  Gn 32:22-31   Ps 17:1-7, 15   Rom 9:1-5   Mt 14:13-21  G

The following activities are being attended to over the coming 
months:
• Assess the moisture in the soil under the church.
• Repair the heater on the south wall in the west end of the 

hall.  Initially the gas is ignited, however it won’t maintain 
the gas flow.

• Smoking on the church property.  The regulations regarding 
smoking near buildings are being assessed to determine 
how to create an environment free of smoke.  Signs have 
been prepared and will be installed near the Olive Way, Hall 
and Youth Hall doors.

• The shed in front of the youth hall will be replaced with a 
new shed on a concrete slab to house the rostra’s (stage 
platforms utilised for the pageant) that Wayne Matthew 
(and others) has built.  A meeting is scheduled for the 11th 
June to discuss the proposal.

• The sand pit and swing in front (north) of the youth hall are 
to be removed. 

• A community garden proposal is being developed for the 
church’s property.  The proposed location is in the south 
west corner of the property along the Sydney Rd foot path.

• A door closer is to be installed on the door between the 
Olive Way and the hall, that will ensure that it closes slowly, 
also that it is able to be held open.

• Synod Annual Child Safety Check ongoing actions are being 
taken to conform.

• Install posts and cabin hooks to hold the youth hall south 
doors open as required.

• The 4 Merri Street roof to be repaired (now, autumn) and 
then replaced in the summer months.

• Youth hall internal office door to be replaced with an 
external rate door.

• Working Bee to be organised to undertake gardening and 
cleanup

• Repairs being undertaken to the external lighting, 
particularly the bollards. Ray Cameron



June Diary 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Pentecost – June 4 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson       HC 
10:45 – FUNdraising Stall 

 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Ecumenical Service 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:00 – Mulling 

 7 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
6:00 – Nourish  

 8 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 10 
 
10:00 – World Wide 

Knit in Public Day 
 
 
 

 11 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 

 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 13 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
7:30 – Church Council 

 14 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 

 
 
 
 

 15 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 16 
 

 
 
 
 
7:00 – Table Church 
7:30 – YUCY 

 17 
 
 
10:00 – Food Co-op 
 
 
 
 

 18 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 20 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 21 
 
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
6:00 – Nourish 
7:30 – Worship C’tee 

 22 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
6:45 – JAM Committee 

 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 24 
 
 
 
 

 25 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson 

 
 

2:30 – Uniting in Song 
 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
 

 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 27 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
7:30 – Property C’tee 

 28 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 - Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
7:30 – Book Group 
7:30 – Pastoral Care C’tee 

 29 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – YUCY 

July 1 
 
 
 
 
2:30 – Coffee 
 
 

 2 
9:30 – Ian Ferguson         HC 

 
 
 
4:00 – Sacred Harp 
5:00 – Indonesian W’p 
6:00 – Table Church 

 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 4 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
  
 

 5 
8:00 – Meditation  
10:00 – Olive Way 
12:00 – Community Dinner 
 
 
5:30 – Meditation  
6:00 – Nourish 

 6 
 
10:00 – Olive Way  
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
  

 8 
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