
Pathways to the River

‘Pathways to the River’ was a report commissioned by 
Brunswick Uniting Church regarding the future shape of 
children’s and youth ministry here.  Two years ago, in August 
2013, I presented this report to Church Council and in 
worship. The report sought to ask about the things that help 
children and young people to grow and become connected 
to the church community and nourished in their faith. 

The key message was not about programs or leaders but 
about the congregation as a whole.

Just as it takes a whole village to raise a child, it takes a 
whole congregation to encourage children and young people 
in their faith. As theologian Andrew Root says ‘The task of 
relationship cannot be outsourced.’ 

I love it that the Baptismal promise we make as a 
congregation acknowledges both “this child and all the 
children among you.” I think there is a call for those of us 
who are adults to recall our own childhood and the child we 
carry within, to imaginatively visit the child’s eye view. In 
All Age Worship this month and in Anika Jensen’s ‘Standing 
on the Pews’ project members of the congregation will be 
invited to remember what it was like to be – or not be – 
part of a church community during childhood. You will also 
be asked what you are noticing and discovering from the 
presence of children and young people in our midst.

When I wrote the report from within our time-poor, 
talented, generous community I was struck by how 
people’s availability to connect went between being casual, 
committed and conflicted. 

I imagined us in all our various walks of life seeking Living 
Water. The image of the river landscape became the guiding 
image of the report. You can see an illustration of this 
imagined landscape. Where might you be in it?

One of the priorities of the report that remains to be 
attended to is the spaces in which we invite children and 
youth to meet. To attend to them will require some focussed 
attention, resources and funding. This is no small thing but 
the Children and Youth and Young Adults committee (CYYA) 
are attempting to keep the tasks to a manageable scale. It is 
heartening that our concerns 

for a welcoming environment for children and youth  are 
echoed by other community processes such as ABCD. 

‘Pathways to the River’ called for a variety of flexible river 
craft in which to meet the river. We knew that the old 
cruise ship of Sunday School was sinking. We talked about 
rafts and canoes and kayaks. In All Age worship this month 
we are making a little outrigger – a boat design known for 
stability and capacity to carry. In one sense this choice is a 
happy accident, but I think there is food for thought if we 
are to engage in the long haul and the serendipitous joy of 
growing in faith and life together.   
                Julie Perrin

“With God’s help, we will live out our baptism as a loving community  
 in Christ: nurturing one another in faith, upholding one another in prayer,    
 and encouraging one another in service…”

“…that this child and all the children among you may grow in the grace  
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the knowledge and love of God?”

from the question to the congregation from the service of Baptism   

Deeper River II, Rachel Peters


